Digitized  by  Gopgli 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY 
BY  THE  RHODES  TRUSTEES 


J"  3oo»|  ^ Si 6 


* ft 

' ' 

/I 

IL 

# 

’ Digitized  by  Google 

Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


AN  IMPARTIAL 


HISTORY 

OF  THE  PRESENT 

WAR  in  AMERICA; 

CONTAXNINa 

An  ACCOUNT  of  its  RISE  and  PRO GRESSi, 

The  POLITICAL  SPRINGS  thereof, 

WITH  ITS  VAKIOVS 

SUCCESSES  and  DISAPPOINTMENTS, 

• ON  BOTH  SIDES. 

By  the  Rev.  JAMES  MURRAY,  ^Newcastle. 


Anna  Virumqne  cano  ■ » ■■ 

■ ■ Bella,  horrida  Bella  ! 

Et  Tybrim  null  to  fpumantcm  Cuigiiine  cemo. 

Virgil.  JE/aeJ.  VI.  86. 


NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE; 

Printed  for  T.  ROBSON,  Head  of  the  G r o A t-M  A R R ® Tfc 
R.  Baldwin,  No.  47.  Pater-nofler-Row,  London ; N.  Fnibifher,  York} 

C.  Elliot , ^nburgh  j and  Dunlop  and  Wilfon,  Glai^ow. 

Digitized  by  C,oogjlc 


i . 


If.  a •'■■  A A V/ 


,:  c :i  " •'  o ^ -:  .^  c : /I  ii ' ‘i  ” ” *'  •-, 

. . • -r-  ^ 

# 


."i. 


j.  - ■ ,.i  i' 

! « rf ' r*f>f'  ■ ' •'  " 

• i.T  ^ :;:•  !• » itrr:.-i  :rtrr’i  O 

. . . i I ■ . ' 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  THE  ilNG» 


Six, 

. . \ 

,A.S  h I*  th*  happy  privilege  of  all  the  datifbl  fubjeds  of  the  BritKh  eip* 
pire,  without  regaitl  to  rank  or  diflin^ofl,  to  addrefs  their  fovereign,  it 
can  be  no  prefamption  in  one  who  wUhes  well  to  the  Kerolution,  and  the 
ilhiftrious  family  of  Brunfwidc,  though  renx>te  from  the  throne,  thus  to 
eddrefs  your  Majeity.  Towiihwell  to  the  rightful  fovereign  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  is  the  duty  of  all  Prstefiants  j and  the  happineis  of  a Prince 
ruling  by  I aw,  ought  to  be  the  prayer  of  all  good  fubje^.  A refle^on 
upon  the  unhappinefs  of  former  times,  when /yrnwiy,  and  the  iron  rod  tf 
arfriYraiyptwir,  ruled  over  thefe  realms,  makes  tne  dutiful  fubjc&s  rf 
your  Majefty  rejoice,  that  they  are,  by  tix,  gloriaut  Hanmierian  fuccejjian^ 
fet  free  from  the  appreheniions  of  civil  and  religious  Jlavery. 

Tbur  Majefty’s  trtu  friends  will  always  join  the  glorious  Revolution, 
and  the  fuccelHon  of  your  family  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  in  their 
united  thank^ivings  to  Heaven  ; and  never  forget  the  4th  of  November, 
and  the  glorious  firfl  of  Augnll,  when  Popery  and  arbitrary  power  were 
fo  e^eilually  baffled. 

Thewarmexprefllonsof  heart-felt  joy,  which  your  fubjedla  loudly 
manifefted  at  your  acceflion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  could  not  but 
declare  to  all  the  world,  how  happy  they  were,  in  having  a Proteflant 
Prince  bom  among  them,  to  be  their  King.  Y our  Majefty’s  graciousfpcech 
on  that  occafion  was  received  with  raptures  throughout  the  whole  em- 
pire, and  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  your  fubjedls  were  tranfported  with 
your  royal  fcntiuieiits. 

There  have  few  fovereigns,  lince  the  firfl  inftitution  of  government, 
that  have  had  all  the  fat isfa&ion  they  could  have  delii-ed:  fllijunderfland. 
ihgs  and  rrJfmattt^ements,  in  high  and  /tw,  are  common  intheprefent  (late 
of  hum  an  nature.  It  requires  a mure  exahed  Hate  of  exilience,  than  any 
rank  of  beings  in  this  fyflw  arrive  at,  to  be  jievfeft.  The  lubje€l  of  this 
hiftory,  thus  addrelTed  to  your  Majefty,  is  a palpable  proof  of  the  weaktiefs 
and  imperfection  of  mortals  in  this  world. 

The  far  greater  part  of  your  Majefty’sgood  fubjefts,  are  much  afflifted 
for  the  catijet  and  occafion  of  the  prefent  unhappy  contention  in  the  Britifti 
empire,  and  from  thtix  hearts  earneftly  pray,  that  it  may  be  f]>eedily  at  an 
end ; that  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  the  fweets  of  peace,  and  tlie  real  plea- 
Ciifp  of  ruling  a dutiful  and  happy  people. 

Hiftory 
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Hiflory  muft  record  the  events  that  happen  In  time,  that  future  ages 
inay  know  what  has  pafl^  in  former  periods  of  the  world,  and  take  an 
example  and  warning  from  the  tranfa&ions  of  their  predeceilbrs.  An 
hlllorian  fliould  know  no  party,  but  record  truth.  AiulcttimsaA  flattery 
MS  well  as  rancor  and  prejudice,  arc  inconfillent  with  the  charadher,  of  an 
honelt  hilloriln.  The  author  prefumes  that  your  Mmefty  will  meet  with 
none  of  thefe  in  his  hiftory.  J.ove  of  liberty,  and  of  his  fovereign,  has 
made  him  write  freely ; and  if  behave  any  ruling  prejudice,  it  is  in  favour 
of  his  Country,  his  JOr^,  and  tie  Law.  Your  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  acceptor  this  humble  addrefs  of  a fubjed,  who  is  fincerely  at- 
tached to  the  Bninfwick  family ; who  loves  his  King  and  country,  values 
liberty  and  religion,  and  reveres  the  Britilh  coOAitutitm ; who  fincerely 
wilhes  that  your  Majefty,  your  royal  confoit,  and  family,  may  live  (lot^, 
that  it  may  be  your  teppii^s  to  rule  with  wildom,  live  in  tranquillity,  ai^ 
make  your  fubjedb  happy ; — and  at  laft  enjoy  a kii^dom,  incorruptible^ 
undcHled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away ; 

Such  is  the  fincere  prayer. 

Of  your  Majefty’s  moft  humble,  « 

And  moft  dutifhl  Subjeft, 

JAMES  MURRAY, 

I 

Ntwcafllt  uptmTyrte 
Dec.  X2,  lyto. 
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diftates  of  nature,  has  in  all  ag«Tf  th° 

«P  a great  part  of  the  hiftorv  of  n. 

>«d  confthntions  of  ki„jd„„f  1 ’r"‘’  '■*« 

of  viriuc  and  fciencn,  aake  a fmalll""'’™’''”"'”^ 
nab  of  onjpros,  when  compared  w L fl  ' =“"• 
«lames  that  contain  the  acht.  * ' 

^nd  the  rife  and  progreft  oj  wa7"“  rn”^ 

chimedes,  Socrates,  and  Plato  • ,l  of 

M<l  other  eminent  legillators  ffl) , . of  Solon, 
-rccahle  -tht-n  Sesth  ^ 

• ntales  th,,ga  difg„(if„,  „ 
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firft,  afterwards  pleafant  ; and  ftaraps  the  moft  aban- 
doned of  all  a£lions  with  the  epithet  of  glory.  The 
"glory  of  war  is  a creature  of  the  imagination  ; often 
formed  by  caprice,  nurfed  by  policy,  and  manvtmitted 
by  public  authority  j when  yet  this  unnatural  creature 
of  fancy,  inftead  of  promoting  public  or  private  happi- 
nefs,  is  the  torment  of  the  poffellor,  and  the  univerfal 
bane  of  all  fociety.  A thirft  after  this  glory,  and  a pro- 
penfity  fer  renown  in  martial  exploits,  have  made  fruit- 
ful countries  a wilderncfs,  cities  a defolation,  and  em- 
pires feenes  of  flaughter ; this  unnatural  appetite  dragt- 
the  parent  from  his  family,  the  children  from  their  pa- 
ints, renders  the  widow  defolatc,  thdir  children  father, 
kfs,  .and  the  father  without  offspring.  Hence  it  be- 
comes glorious  to  third  for  blood,  an  honour  to  fpoil 
our  neighbours,  apd  the  dignity  of  men  to  live  by  ra- 
pine. It  is  magnanimity  to  fall  at  the  command  of 
princes ; and  to  return  itiaimed  from  battle,  though  in 
an  unjuft  caufe,  is  accounted  bravery  in  the  loweft  in- 
ditndiial.  By  giving  falfe  names  and  epithets  to  things, 
and  by  frequently  repeadng  them  as  matters  of  the 
higheft  importance,  they  at  laft  leave  an  imprefTion 
which  becomes  a principle  of  aflion  in  the  minds  of 
fiich  as  do -not  examine  them.,  , ^ . 

. 'I'hc  prefent  war  in  America  feems  to  have:  prOr 
cceded  from  two  general  caufe s ; an  exceflive  defire 
of  dominion  in  government,  and  an  exceeding  great 
jealoufy  in  the  people  of  the  colonies,  of  minifterial 

defigns  againft  their  natural  rights  and  liberties r 

It  cannot  be  difputed  that  the  legiflature  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  well  as  the  executive  power,  by  modern 
ftauites  of  parliament,  which  had  all  the  appearance 
of  felfiftinefs  and  domination,  gave  fufficient  ground 
of  jealoufy  to  the  colonies.  From  the  pretence 
pf  expenccs  and  dilburfetnents,  laid  out  for  the 
• • d cfciift 
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defence  of  America,  the  government  of  the  mother 
country  claimed  a right  of  internal  taxation,  unknown 
tothe  Englifla  conftitution;  and  proceeded  to  frame 
new  laws,  which  in  their  own  nature  declared  that’ 
the  foie  right'of  Icgiflation  remained  in  the  parliament 
of  England.  In  this  cafe  the  fubjefts  of  the  empire  in 
that  weftern  part  of  the  world,  were  confulered,  not 
as  other  fubjefts,  but  as  valTals,  under  abfolute  autho- 
fity,  to  a legiflature,  in  which  they  had  none  to  repre-: 
fent  them,  and  who  were  not  under  • fufficient  obliga- 
tions topay  rc^rdtotheif  intereft.  The  late  war  with 
France  and  Spain,  had  added  an  enormous  weight  cf 
debt  to  our  former  national  burdens,  -and  the  peace 
that  was  but  lately  concluded  had  given  us  an  ad^' 
dition  of  territory,  without  making  us  any  richer  thaa 
We  were  before.  As  foon  as  peace  gave  the  natioii» 
time  to  refleft,  it  was  found  that  the  flattering  ideas  o£ 
conqueft  could  not  remove  the  feelings,*  which  the 
preflure  of  fo  many  millions  of  debt,  had  impreflfed  oh 
our  national  conflitution.  It  was  expefted  that  oui? 
debts  would  have  been  leflened,  our  taxes  reduced,- 
and  our  burdens  lightened ; but  the  hot  fever  of  war 
had  fo  relaxed  the  folids  of  the  body  politic,  and 
weakened  the  whole  frame  of  the  conftitution,  that 
the  nation  foon  after  the  ratification  of  thb  peace,  ap^ 
peared  in  the  fecond  ftage  of  a confumpuon.  The' ' 
conduaors  of  the  laft  flages  of  the  war,  who  had  only 
proceeded  upon  the  plan  which  a minifter,  the  glory 
of  his  country,  had  formed  before,  were  jobiiged  ig- 
oominioufiy  to  drop  it,  for  want  of  credit  and  capacity 
to  carry  it  on ; and  ratified  a peace  as  inglorious  as  the 
war  had  been  fuccefsful.  Though  an  indificrent  peace 
IS  preferable  to  even  a fuccefsful  ftatc  of  war,  yet  when 
a nation  is  laden  with  a burden  of  enormous  debt, 
contra^ed  for  its  own  defence  againft  a perverfe  enc- 
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my,  wlfdom  abd  political  prudence,  will  certainly 
dicaie  a nation,  in  making  their  enemies,  when  they' 
are  in  their  power,  pay  as  much  of  the  debt  contract- 
ed as  it  is  poffible  to  obtain  from  them.  The.  nego-, 
ciators  of  the  peace  were  confidcred  by  the  nation  as 
men  unfriendly  to  the  common  intereft,  and  perfons, 
who  when  they,  were  fenfible  of  their  incapacity  to 
carry  on  the  war,  were  determined  to  conclude  a • 
peace,  with  as  much  advantage  to  their  own  private 
' intereft  as  poffible.  Demands  whif:h  might  have, pro*, 
trafted  a war,  which  they  neither  had  genius  por  ere-, 
dit  to  carry  on,  were  induftrioufly  avoided,  and  thie 
more  mild  requifitions  of  private  , douceurs  were  fup. 
pofed  to  have  been  adopted.  Whether  this  jealoufy 
of  the  nation  proceeded  from  a fufpicira  founded  in 
diftruft,  or  from  fignatures  which  implied  moral  cer- 
tainty, I will  not  pretend  to  determine  j but  it  was  the 
general  opinion  of  the  pcople  at  tliM  period,  that 
French  miniftry  purchafed  the  peace,  and.  thaj  fome 
perfons  of  no  ftnall  diftinftion  in  England,  received  the 
price  thereof.  • What  gave  ntore  weight  to  thefe  fuf. 
picions  of  the  people  on  this  occafton  was,  that  their 
favourite  miniftery  who  had  recovered  t.bfi;HRtioa  ffosi 
difgrace,  and  exalted  it  to  an  high  pltdvof  gloty  and  , 
renown,  had  for  fome  time  been  difplaccd,  through  the 
inaueuce  of  the  royal  favourite,,  who  nowi.was  fupt. 
pofed  to  manage  all  the  fprings  of  .guvemmemi;:  kis 
fo  feldom  ilwi  a prime  minifter  is  univerfally  efteemed# 
andwhenfucha  phxnoraenon  happens  in  the  politi* 
cal  world,  it  muft  be  an  unpopular  aCHon  in  a fovci 
reign,  to  turn  him  out  of  office,  without  fettmgi  forth 
fome  confpicuous  aas  of  his  mal-adminiftration.  ’ The 
whole  tranfaftions  concerning  the  peace,  being  car- 
ried  on  by  men  of  different  complexions  and  charac- 
ters from  their  former  mmiflcr,  afforded  ground  of 

fufpidoa 
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Tafpicion,  that  neither  riie  inclinations  of  the  fubje£ls, 
nor  the  inttreft'  of  the  nation,  were  regarded  by  the 
fo?ereign  and  his  miniilers.  On  this  account,  many 
things  inconfidetit  with  candour  and  charity,  were 
funnifed,  and  oftentimes  publicly  affirmed,  for  which 
there  Avas  no  certain  proof,  nor  the  leaft  public  evi- 
dence. It  will  not  from  hence  follow,  that  the  op- 
pofuion  of  the  nation  to  the  'meafures  of  the  minifter, 
proceeded  from  a fpirit  of  fadion  and  reftlefsnefs  j 
for  while  the  people  faw  a man  at  the  helm  who 
Jenew  to  fleer  his  courfc  with  wifdom  and  fuccefs, 
they  volnmarily  gave  both  him  and  his  mafler  all  due 
honour  and  applaufe.  They  confidered  the  removal 
of  this  favourtie  from  his  niajefty’s  fervice  as  a public 
difrefpeft  ftewn  to  the  hationai  approbation;  and 
concluded,  that  fpme  new  ideas' of  favouritifm  ruled 
in  the  cabinet,  unknown  in  the  two  former  reigns. 
It  was  faid  that  the  former  minifler  was  haughty,  that 
his  ambition  was  boundlefs,  that  he  wanted  to  rule 
both'  the  king  and  the  nation,  and  that  he  had  not 
fhewn  that  refpeft  to  his  fovereign  which  became  a fer- 
vant.  Thefe  refleftions’were  grounded  upon  his  re- 
fbfing  to  ferve  jointly  in  the  cabinet,  and  in  the  mini- 
Iby,  with  men  whofe  principles  he  abhorred,  and  of 
whofe  abilities  he  had  no  opinion.  He  had  propofed 
to  reach  a blow  to  Spain  at  a time  when  her  beha- 
viour was  equivocal,  that  would  have  inflantly  made 
her  feel,  and  prevented  a tedious  war,  which  after- 
wards was  carried  on  at  a great  expence  of  blood  and 
treafure:  But  this  propofal  was  rejefted  as  unfair  and 
ungenerous,  and  not  conliflent  with  the  laws  of  na- 
lions.  Fruiilefs  queries  were  fent,  and  equivocal 
aofwers  returned,  till  the  Spanifli  flota  arrived,  and 
then  the  coun  of  Madrid  pulled  off  the  mafle.  From 
this  Lord  Cliatham  concluded,  that  it  was  impoffible 
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to  carry  on  a war  . with  fqcceXs^^^or  .to  manage  the  pa-' 
tional  affairs  with  honour,  jointly  with  men,  who  cither 
through  partiality  or.  want  of  capacity,- were  on  every 
occiifiun  to  be  a clog., to  his  mcafurcs  ; and  as  rcipon-. 
fibility  was  conneded  with  his  office,  he  found.it 
dangerous  to  unite  with  partners  who  wpul.d  be  ready, 
to  impute  their  own  blundep  ip  his  management,  and 
then  flieltcr  themfelyes  under  the.  pj^oieftio^n  of  the. 
royal  favour.  What,  therefqrc.m^ny Jiaye  ^tMibumd 
to  his  pride,  would  rather  ^pear.to  havejprooeeJed' 
from  his  fagacjty,  and  hisdifcern.ment.'pf  t^.chaj^cr- 
of  diofc  t^t  were  propofed  tahe  joined  .with  1pm  in 
the  management  of  ppblica^irs.,.j.;;j  '(. -::;c  :•  ;> 

The  difcontent  which^had•  for.  forage  time  raged  in 
the  nation  on  account  of  fp,  difadvantageous  a peace^. 

^cr  a fuccefsful  war,  was  fcarfely,  abated,  when  anq^ 
ihcr  alarm  was  given  by  a,pcw  dnty.impofed  on  cyder 
and  perry,  at  the  rate  of  four,  fillings, tire  hoglhead.* 

This,  though  as  reafonablc  aj|  ramij;  other  jt^xcs.upon- 
the  ncceflhrics  of  life,  raifed  a prodigiousjfcfnrent  m. 
thofe  counties  in  Englan^ , w^re  tbefe  commodiiic^j 
are  in  the  greateft  abundapc^..  .Such  was  th«,  opppIi- 
-tion  made,. to  this  new  laWj,  that  the  legiflaturc  wa» 
obliged,  for  the  fake,  of  the  quiet  of  the  nation,  three, 
years  after,  to  repeal  it.  This  condefcenCon  of  the 
parliament  and  the  legiflmlye  powers,  though  it  af:, 
fiiaged  the  torrent  of  clamour  and  outrage,  which  was 
increafed  to  a great  pitch,,  had  not  all  the  effefts  that 
might  have  been  expefted.  TIic  nation  confidcrctf. 
the  repeal  of  this  law  to  proceed  more  from  "'the 
weaknefs  of  the  miniilry,  than  from  a fincere  defirp 
in  the  legiflature  to  make  the  fubjefts  cafy;  The  re- 
feinding  this  a(ft  therefore,  rather  increafed  their 
prefumption,  than  conciliated  their  affefllons: -They^ 

W’ere  (Uil  ready  to  Join  in  new  clamours  when  the 

' fmalldt 
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fmalleft  occafion  was  given.  When  rtilnifters  of  ftatc 
once  fall  under  a fufpicion  of  behaving  in  an  arbitrary 
manner,  there  is  fcarcelyany  of  their  a£iions,  how- 
ever innocent,  that  pafs  without  tenfure  from  thofe 
in  oppofition;  And  the  public  at  large,  who  are  al- 
■waysjealohs  of  their  own  liberties,  are  for  the  mofl: 
part  ready  to  fupport  fuch  as  appear  to' be  on  their 
iide. 

- ' The  government,  fmee’  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
had  been  caftiog  about  and  projcfling  feveral  fchcmcs, 
for  raiiiog  a revenue  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the 
mother  country,  by  contriving  ways  and  means  to  raife 
fuins  to  pay  the  intereff  of  the  national  debt  ; but  as 
the  number  of  pcnfioncrs  were  not  reduced,  and 

- many  enormous  fums  were  f aid  to  place  of  fmecure, 
all  the  methods  that  had  as  yet  been  devifed  w ere 
found  incffeftual  to  anfwcr  the  intentions  of  the  mini- 
flry. . They  began  at  laft  to  turn  their  attention  to 
a new  fubjeft,  which  in  conclufion  brought  on  difor- 
ders-in  the  empire,  and  has  at  lall  iffued  in  a civil  war 
and  revolt  of  thirteen  colonies.  As  the  merchants 
in  Britain  bad  been  enriched  by  their  traffic  in  Ameri- 
ca, and  government  had  for  many  years  received  a 
large  revenue  from  the  trade  ofthat  country ; themini- 

. fters  began  to  imagine  that  there  was  an  inexhauflible 
fund  of  riches  and  Wealth  in  the  colonies,  to  anfwer 
ihcit  prefem  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  be  adequate  for 
future  emergencies.  Without  examining  ftriftly  into 
the  confcqucnccs  which  might  follow  a too  precipitate 
detertnlnation  in  a point  fo  new  and  fo  delicate,  they 
agreed  to  raife  a new  revenue  in  the  colonies  from  an 
inland  taxation.  But  beforc  they  proceeded  to  this 
dangerous  and  critical  point,  the  legiflamre  of  Great 
Britain  in  I7b4>  impofc  a new  tax  upon  America,  , 
• fp  ihp  WDoyjoi  of  43  >>5771*  cs,  ul.  • This  wan 
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to  be  totally  raifed  by  new  impofts  and  duties  upon 
her  trade  and  commerce  ; and  though  the  feveral  du-: 
tics  impofed  were  principally  raifed  from  articles  of 
luxury,  yet  this  law  was  a great  reftraint  upon  the 
trade  of  America.  But  what  is  the  worft  part  of  this 
new  a£t  of  parliament,  it  permits  litigious  informations 
' and  law  fuits,  where  the  perfons  whofe  property  has; 
been  unjufUy  feized,  have  no  damages,  provided  the 
court  (hall  determine  that  there  was  a probability  of 
the  charge  brought  againfl:  them  being  true.  This 
was  a mean  to  give  an  handle  to  ill-natured  perfons, 
who  knew  they  were  in  no  danger,  to  dillrefs  innocent 
pcqple,  and  put  them  to  a great  deal  of  unnecclTary  e** 
pences. 

There  is  one  proceeding  of  parliament  which  can^ 
not  be  reconciled  with  the  principles  of  either  juflice 
pr  found  policy.  After  affelBng  all  the  foreign  articles 
of  luxury  imported  into  America,  they  proceeded  to 
reftrain  the  colonifts  from  ejtporting  their  fuperfiuoi^^ 
commodities  to  the  Spanifh  and  French  colonies.>  ■ » 
This  trade,  which  had  been  formerly  winked  at, 
though  not  ItrifUy  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  trade  and 
navigation,  was  of  great  advantage  to  lx)th  the  colo- 
nies and  the  mother  country.  Thofe  articles  which 
would  have  been  as  lumber  upon  their  hapds,  ^d 
could  not  have  been  ufcful  to  Great  Britain,  were 
ibid  to  the  Spaniards  and  French  for  ready  money,  or 
bartered  for  valuable  commodities,. for  which  there  is 
always  a demand  in  Europe.  This  enabled  the  colo- 
ni  es  to  pay  their  bills  in  fpecie  to  the  merchants  at 
home,  or  to  afford  them  fuch  merchandize  as  was 
equivalent  to  ready  money.  The  advantage  in  this 
cafe  was  mutual,  aqd  both  Great  Britain  and  her  co- 
lonies were  profited  by  the  traffic.  What  were  the 
fccrei  fprings  of  aftioo  which  moved  ihc  Briiifh  leg^- 
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ilat^re  to  prefer  tlus.impolitic  ftatute,  is  noi:  eafy ' to 
perceive,  uolefs  by  liftcaiug  to  the  reports  of  Britifli 
Weft  India  merebants,  iwho  might  conceive  that  it 
xTOuW  enable  the  French  antj  Spaniards  to  underfell 
them  at  foreign  markets,  and  of  confequence  reduce 
their  profits,  they  were  leduced  to  give  way  to  their 
folicitations^  It  is  fufficiently  evident  that  this  trade 
was  a real  benefit  to  all  the  three  parties  concerned, 
^n  the  time  of  war  it  had  been  carried  on  by  flags  of 
truce  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  as  a public 
benefit  to  bpth,  till  the  French  Weft- India  iflands 
being  Ihut  up  by  our  fleets,  it  was  conceived  that  the 
French  had  more  advantage  by  it  than  England,  and 
for  that  reafon  it  was  reftrained  as  a treafoaable  prac* 
tice.  But  this  laft  reafon  of  reftrdnt  had  no  exift- 
cnce  after  the  peace  was  concluded,  and  ought  there- 
fore to  have  been  taken  off  inflcad  of  receiving  frefli 
parliamentary  confirmation. 

Unrcafonable  as  this  law  may  . appear  to  be,  the 
method  of  putting  it  in  execution  was  ftill  more  ab- 
furd  and  oppreffive.  A number  of-  armed  cutters 
were  fitted  out  and  ffationed  upon  the  coafts  of  Ame- 
ri  ca,  to  prevent  this  fuppofed  contraband  trade,  the 
captains  of  which  were  to  afl  in  the  charafter  of  reve- 
nue officers,  and  to  determine  what  fliips  were  liable 
to  the  penalties  of  this  aft,  and  what  exempt  froip 
them.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe  new  naval  re- 
venue officers,  were  totally  ftrangers  to  the  nature  of 
their  employment.  They  were  ready  frequently  to 
detain  ffiips  which  came  not  within  the  defeription  of 
the  aft,  as  deing  unacquainted  with  the  charafter  of 
the  commodities  with  which  they  were  loaded:  And 
by  unneceffary  detention  of  trading  veffels;  interrupted 
trade,  without  bringing  any  thing  into  the  treafury. 
Wl^en,  through  their  ignprance,  or  inifblcncc,  a Jaw- 
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ful  trader  was  injtttigd;’  k was  riot  c!4f/  to  obtain  re- 
'flrefs ; the  ofFendcrs -lived  upon  an  element  where  jq- 
ilice  and  law' has  often  little  influence  : and  when  they 
icame  afliore,  it  was  ;in  -bodiisrtoo  : numerous  to  be 
^ called  to  an  account  by  the  civil  officers ; or  in  places 
where  th  eir  aftions  were  not  cognizable  by  the  law, 
and  where  they  were 'certain  they  fliould  not  meet 
their  accufers.  The -lords  of  the  admiralty,  or  of  the 
treafu^y,  in  England,  could  only  remove  this  grie- 
vance ; but  confidering  the  diftance  of  place,  and  - the  < 
manner  of  application,  the  whole  Trade  ‘might -have 
been  ruined  before  redrefs  coaid  have  been  obtained. 
This  was  a grievance  which  the  American  Xubje^ts 
felt  feverely,  audwas  likely -ta  produce  no  favourable 
ideas  in  their  minds  concerning  the'Britilh  Icgiflautrc. 
The  many  unjurt  a£ts.  of  violence  that  happened  on 
this  occafion,  tended  much  to  irritate  the  minds  , of 
both  parties,  and  when  they  reprefented  their  cafes,  , 
it  was  frequently  with  great  acrimony  and  aggrava- 
tions. Self'intcrcll  had  a powerful  fway  on  both 
fides,  and  the,  truth. was  not  cafily  difeovered  'by  cotn- 
paring  fuch  oppofite  reprefentations,  - The  Englifli 
parliament  might  have  cafily  forefeen  ihcfe  cotife- 
qpenecs,  had  they  not  been  infatuated  with  the  ideas 
of  revenue,  and  exafperated  by  fome  latp  irritating 
events.  The  majority  in  the  houfc  of  commons,  but 
efpecially  the  miniftry,,  were  yet  finarting  fore,  froijn 
the  blows  they  had  received  from  the  North  Britain 
.and  other  political  pafquinades.  A fecretary  of 
ftatc  had  been  alfo  the  year  before,  legally  fined  in  ? 
court  of  juftice  in  the  penalty  of  a thoufand  pounds, 
for  iffutng  a general  warrant,  w'hich  government  was 

fuppofedtobave  difburfed;  and  confidering  the  low - 
nefs  of  the  exchequer,  every  fuch  touch  incrcafed  the 
painfpl  feelings  pf  the  miniary.  Tl^ey  feemed  ip  afta.te 
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of  difiraftioo,  when,  they  paffed  this  law  of-  feftrain^ 
upon  the  trade  o£  America  ; aod  it  had  more,  the,  ap< 
pearance  of  an  a£k  of  political  fury,  than  the  marks 
of  judicioMS  Icgiflation.  , , It  covild  anfwer  no  oihe^ 
purpofcs  than  to  a^i^c  -thc  dominioiv  of.  pacliameaC 
over  America,  ajad.tp  irfiiate  thcjColo^^^  againft  the 
mother  country.  ,Jiiixer,fi|ice  thje  minjlfry  of 
tlm  aaiion.lud;beea,ia  a {fate  of.,.confullon,  .with  ^ 
gard.to  pQlivcal.fenfjpKgcs^  rand  the  ppp^fum  io  pajr- 
liamcDt  again (1,  was,, ephoed  through 

England.  , In,i7j6^  I^is. dpxdlhip  ,rcfigned^  bis  o^e  a? 
fini;  Iprd  thp  treafui^y,,  ^nd  vjfjaa  fucc^edei^  by 
Crcnvijlci  ^n,;  .ihejcppjpntipns- cphunned»j^nd  during 
this  new  mmiltry^  politkal , ao^olity  .cam^  a grcj^ 
height,  ^ It.w^a^^l^iSjtii^e  that  the  ^^,ei:icaa  colpnl^^ 
began  tofeel.tWo^rp^Iivc  hand  of  fhe  xnbfher  cpniH 
uy.  . She  had  pot,  oply  prevented, the  ^meriepns  froip 
procuring  the  j;]s:^eh4r>cs  of  life,  witl^  the 
of  their  own  country,)  but  obliged  them  io  make  pay- 
ment in  fpeci^to  the,  Exchequer  fin, pug^ai^  for  ; th;^ 
duty  oh  fuch  goods.ai  they  , were;  pillowed  to  tfadclu^ 
This  was  an  eife^fual  methpd  of  dr^^ning  the  ^yhqi/^ 
money  from  the  ,ppl9ni^.S,  and  le^vhxgthem.Oothipg.fot; 
cu-culation  : and  what  was' hill  more  oppreffiye,  twg 
weeks  after  the  bill  uo,w  mentioned  was  paflcdj  i aa^- 
thcr  was  preferred  to  hinder  the^diftrefTed  colonies 
front  fupplying  the  demand  of  .monqy  ^f9r,:tltcjr  iuier-^ 
naf  necefllhes' with  paper  bills  of-  credit,  ^and  tlut. no 
fuch  bills  (hould  be  a legal  tender  for  payment to  tliU 
was  added  that  fuch  paper  bills  a^,were  pafliug  ip  cut^ 
rency  fhould  after  a limited  time  be  called  in  Pnd  funk. 
This  was  an  exertion  of  .authority  .beyond  all  bou^ 
of  jiihice  :md  equity  j for  it  was  impoiilble  that  the  A- 
mericans  without  trade,  money,  or  pAper  credit,  could 
pay  any  thing'ai'allT'  ’It  was  indeed  allirraeJ  that  all 
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the  money  raifcd  from  the  above  mentioned  duties,  was 
to  be  applied  for  defraying  the  expen  ccs  of  proteftiog 
the  colonies  where  it  was  levied,  and  that  at  the  fame 
time  that  a law  was  made  to  reftrain  the  increafe  of  pa- 
per currency,  fcveral  new  laws  were  preferred  to  en- 
courage and  cncreafe  the  commerce  of  the  colonics 
with  the  mother  country.  The  laws  here  referred  tb 
Were,  an  aft  for  granting  leave  for  a limited  time  for 
carrying  rice  from  the  provinces  of  SbUth  Carolina  and 
feeorgia  to  other  parts  of  America,*  on  paying  Bri- 
rifh  duties  >»  — an  aft  for' granting  V bounty  upon  th'6 
importation  of  hemp,  and  rough  a^chundrefTed  flax, 
from  the  American  colonies  into  Gf^at  Britain ; and 
thothcT  to  encourage  the  whide  fiflbery  on  their  coafts. 

Ah  this  ftippofcd  in  the  firft  Uiftance,'’  'that’  the  Ame- 
ricans were  cither  not  judges  of  ihcir"bwn  affairs,  bC 
that  they  had  m>  juft  br  legal  fight^  to'  judge  of,  or  ki- 
tcrfcrc  with,  their  oWn  trade.'  A more  abjeft  and  fer* 
vile,  fimaridn  can’  fcarcely  well  he  imagined,  than  is 
iinplied  in  this  idea.  The  whole  of  this  proceeding 
lofplics  that  nothing  in ' courfe  ^of  trade  and  commerce 
Was' to  he  allowed  to  the  Americans,'  except  what 
brought  immediate  profit,  and  advantage  to  Great- 
Britain.'  The  fatrs  that  Were ' at;  ?his  time  made  in 
behalf  of  the  colonics,  had  no  proportion  jn  their  in- 
flheh'ce,  as  to  any  advantage,  in  comparilbn  of  thofe 
reftraints  that  were  laid  upon  their  trade  by  the  other 
ftatutes.  The  effefts  of  the  one  were  flow  and  pro- 
grelEvc',  hUi  the  other  was  Inftanianeous  and  imme- 
diately felt.  The  colonies  could  not  help  feeling  im'. 
mediately  the  effefts  of  cramping  their  domeflic  bu- 
finefs,  and  foreign  commerce,  by  not  only  hindering 
them  from  receiving  money  from  ftrangers,  for  their 
fupcrfluitics,  to  fupply  their  immediate  calls,  but  for  ^ 
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.'bidding  them  to  make^y  at  home>,  wh'ereas.the  lawys 
pretended  to  compenfatc  thefe  t^ifadyadtages,  were 
both  uncenain  and  remote. in  their  (b  'diilaqt 

that  it. might  be  many  years  before  any  bebefir  could 
'arifetrom  them,  and  might;  in  cobcliifion,  produce  no 
‘eSe^atall.  This  was  a partiality  in  the  legiQature, 
fu&ient  to  create  ajcaloufy  in  the  minds  of  the  colo- 
nitts,  that  the  parliament  of  Br  tain  confidered  them  not 
as  fellow  fubje&s,  but  inferior  valTals,  not  to  be  re- 
garded in  the  fame  manner  as  the  lubje^fs  of  the  mo- 
ther coantr)^  A people  that  are  rellained  from  gain- 
■ ing  money  by  trading  with  others,  and  are  not  per- 
mitted to  have  any  of  their  own,  are  in  fuch  a fituation 
as  thecouftitution  of  Eugla  id  totally  difapproves.  Un- 
lefs  the  Americans  had  loft  all  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong, 
it  was  impoflible  but  they  (hould  have  confidt  red  thefe 
afts  of  the  legiflature  as  unjuft  and  oppreJfvve„ 

It  has  been  aliedged,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
money,  if  not  the  whole  of  it,  arifing  from  thefe  du- 
ties, would  return  to  the  colonies,  to  pay  the  troops 
quaaered  there  for  their  defence.  ■ This  is  a mere 
allegation;  for  if  the  money  collefted  from  duties  ia 
America  had  been  intended  merely  for  paying  the 
troops  quartered  there,  there  was  no  occafion  to  fend 
it  to  the  Britilh  exchequer  to  ri/k  the  danger  ol  feas  in 
fendiag  it  back  again  to  America.  This  would  have 
been  a piece  of  mere  wantonnefsj  firft  to  diftrefs  the 
colonies  in  coHefting  a revenue,  to  fhew  the  power  of 
the  Britifh  parliament,  and  then  to  order  the  money 
to  be  paid  to  the  troops  refiding  among  them.  It 
• would  have  been  more  eafy  to  have  given  ‘Orders  to 
their  aiTemblies  to  have  paid  them  at  firft  hand,  with- 
out fo  much  rifk  and  unneceflary  expcnce.  This  was 
fuch  a trial  of  the  affeftions  qf  the  colonies  as  was  not 
. C eafy 


Digitized  by  Google 


W8  • hlSTORYOr 

eaff  fd bfr' endured,  and  yet  thqr  bore  k.wItlT  gfcelt 
patience.  Thcfe  proceedings  in  the  parliament  hsaJ 
as  bad  aft  effeft  upon  the  mother  country  as  the  colo- 
'nies:  it  Wndered  the  , mericans  from  bringing  any 
■cloathing  from  England,  except  what  was  abfoiutely 
neceflary,  and  made  them  enter  into  affociatiofts  to 
encourage  mannfa^ures  among  tbemfelves.  The  moi% 
fevere  the  laws  of  the  mother  country  towards  the 
Americans  were,  the  more  were  the  ctrfoniftt  united, 
•and  the  more  they  exerted  all  their  rigour  to  bear  their 
prefent  burdens  with  fortitude.  It  was  a thing  not  at 
all  to  be  expected,  that  the  colonies  out  of  mere  com- 
.pliment  to  great  Britain,  fhould  fubmit  to  periih  for 
•want  of  the  necelTaries  of  life,  when  they  had  a great 
abundance  within  themfelves.  Their  fuflerkigs  al- 
ready-w’ere  of  the  fevereft  fort;  for,  like  the  children  of 
Jacob,  in  the  land  of  bondage,  they  were  required  to 
make  brick  without  ftrawj— to  carry  on  trade  and 
manufactures,  w'ithout  either  money  or  paper  currency 
to  prOnvotc  their  Courfe. 

It  was  eafy  to  perceive  the  efeCts  that  this  redric- 
non  upon  the  American  commerce  would  have  upon 
both  the  trade  and  revenue  of  the  mother  country ; 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  goods  the  colonies 
manufactured  themfelves,  of  as-far  as  they  reftrained 
ihcmfclves  to  things  merely  neceffary,  fo  much  would 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain  decreafe,  and  the  duty 
upon  goods  exported  to  America  be  leffened.  It  has 
been  computed  that  the  colonies,  befides  the  foreign 
goods  which  they  purchafed  from  our  merchants, 
took  annually  of  our  produce  and  manufactures  to 
the  amount  of  three  millions.  A very  great  multi- 
tude of  people  were  employed  in  manufacturing,  in 
buying,  felling,  and  tranfporting  thefc  goods:  So  that 
from  the  fowing  of  the  feeds,  till  they  were  landed  in 
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fomc  port  in  America,  ih?  people  of  Qre^t  Britaip 
were  conftantly  employed,  and  in  concnilion  were  paid 
by  the  colonies.  When  tips  trade  was  flopped,  or 
when  it  did  not  go  on  ip  its  proper  cpurfe,it  is  natu- 
ral to  conceive  that  all  the  thoufauds  who  were  em- 
ployed in  preparing  ihefe  tpanufaftures,  mull  have 
fomc  way  or  other  been  fupported  at  the  expence  of 
the  community,  as  it  was.impofTible  that  in  a fhort  time 
they  could  find  any  new  kind  of  employment  to  pur.- 
fue.  This  was  at  one  flrphe  ftrikiog  off  from  bufitiefp 
R multitude  of  ufefni  members  of  fociety,  and  throwing 
them  upon  the  public  for  prefent  fupply,  1 he  govera- 
mcot  could  not  help  feeling  the  effefls  of  this  impolitic 
proceeding  by  a decreafe  of  revenue  i for  they  both 
|off  the  duty  payable  uppn  the  goods  exported  to  A- 
mcrica,  and  the  import  duties  payable  oq  goods  we 
received  from  foreign  countries,  in  return  for  what 
were  fent  them  by  the  colonies  j and  however  fmall  a)t 
this  may  appear  to  fome,  it  could  not  but  amount  tp 
more  than  any  thing  that  CQUld  poflibly  be  raifed  by 
the  unhappy  reftriftjon, 

Jt  is  fomewhat  fiirprizing  that  the  wifdom  of  both 
the  miniffryand  parliament  fhould  have  at  this  time  fo 
far  forfaken  them,  as  to  prefer  a law,  fo  alffurd  iq  its 
own  nature,  and  ruinous  iu  its  confequenccs;  which 
every  one  by  paying  the  fmallefl  attention  to  the  fub- 
jc£l,  might  have  eafily  difeerned  to  be  a dangerous  ex- 
pedient, as  well  as  an  irrational  projefl  for  railing  mo- 
ney. It  appears  to  have  been  a time  of  political  infa- 
tuation, and  the  rainiftry  were  bent  both  upon  their 
own  ruin  and  that  of  the  nation.  The  prefent  reign 
has  been  the  mod  unfortunate,  for  unhappy  meafurcs  of 
government,  under  a gool  conllitution  and  a religious 
fovereign,  of  any  fince  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firfl. 
The  miniftry,  as  if  alt  the  poffeffions  of  the  fubjefts  in 
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Amcr’ca  had  been  totally  at  their  difpofal,  proceeded 
a ftep  ftill  farther  to  make  thtinlelves  ridicuiouS.  Be- 
fore they  had  enjoyed  the' profits  and  fruits  of  this  ob- 
noxious bill,  they  proceeded  to  am  thtr  fehe me,  pr’eg- 
nant  with  folly,  oppreffidn,  and  defpoiifm.  After 
having  laid  new  refiraints  on  the  traffic  ot  'the  colo- 
nies, ftopt  their  fources  of  procuring  fpecie,  aud  ren- 
dered their  paper  motiey  in  a'  great  meafure  "ufclefs, 
they  proceeded  to  impofe  a new  tax,’  unknown  and 
niiheard  of  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  A bill 
was  brought  into  parlidineni,  and  paffed  both  houfes, 
for  laying  a duty  upon  (lamps  in  all  the  American 
colonies.  This  law  impofed  no  Itfs  jhan  fifty-three 
different  forts  of  ftamps  and  other  duties  upon  the  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America,  fome  of  them 
extremely  exorbitant  and  heavy,  and  none  of  them 
favourable  to  the  interefts  of  the  colonies  except  one, 
which  impofes  ten  pounds  per  £hter  upon  the  iicenfes 
of  attoriiies,  folicitors,  and  counfellors:  This  would 
probably  have  been  a check  upon  the  progrefs  of  a 
profelfion,  which,  when  much  encouraged,  is  rather 
the  bane  than  the  benefit  of  fociety.—  But  many  other 
articles  were  highly  oppreflive  and  burdenfome  to  the 
fubieft. 

The 


• abstract  of  stamp  duties. 

(?)  All  dfclaraiions,  pleas,  replications,  rejnimiers,  demurrers,  &c. 
in  courts  of  law  to  pay  3d  per  (heet.  (2)  Special  bail  and  apjiearances 
>11  the  raid  courts  2s.  p-r  flieet.  (3)  Petitions,  bills,  anfwers,  claims, 
pleas,  replications,  rejoinders,  demurrers.  &c  in  the  courts  of  chanceiy, 
IS  6d.  [Jcr  fheet.  (4  Copies  of  petitions,  bills,  &c.  in' the  faid  courts. 
3'i.  per  ilieet.  (5)  M riitiuns,  lioels,  anfw-r  ;,  allegations,^  inventories, 
or  renunciation;,  in  courts  ex-rciling  ecclefiaftical  Jurifdiction,  is.  per 
ilieat.  (6)  Copies  of  wills,  monitions,  &c.  in  the  faid  courts,  6d.  jief 
Iheet.  (7)  Oo.’Uitions,  |>rerent.ations,  collations,  inrtitutions,  regifters, 
entries,  tellinunials,  certificates  of  degrees,  2I.  per  llieet.  (8)  Moni- 
tions, 'ibels.  claims,  anfwers,  allegations,  informations,  letters  of 
reqiieft  exce  iti  > i",  re-vinciaiio.js,  inventories  in  tbe  courts  of 
^diuirgity,  is.  per  Eieec.  (9>  Copies  of  fueb,  &c.  6d.  per 

lliect. 
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T H li  WAR  IN  A AT  E'R;  I C A. 

The  tranl'aftioiK  in  the  Briiilh  partiatnent  were  not 
fo  f crcily  carried  on  but  they  reached  America  be- 
fore they  were  ready  to  be  put  in  execution.  Aftc* 
this  ilamp  bill  waj  read  in  parliament aRefirll  tinve,  be- 
fore it  was  read  a f-cond  time,  a petition  was  offered 
to  tlie  Commons  by  Edward  Moiitai^ue,  agent  for  the’ 
province  of  Virginia,  praying  to  take  their  unhappy 
circumftances  into  confideratio.i ; and  that  their  houfe 
of  burgeffes  might  be  continued  in  the  ri.'hts  and  pri- 
vileges they  had  fo  long  enjoyed;  .md  they  might  be 
heard  by  their  council  againll  a bill  that  might  be  in- 
tended to  charge  (lamp  or  any  ocher  duties  on  the  co- 
lony of  Virginia.  A petition  was-  alfo  offered  to  be  . 
prefented  by  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Eng- 
lifti  colo  .y  of  Coiinefticuc,  in  North  America,  praying 
that  the  colony  might  be  indulged  in  the  exercife  of 
the  power  of  laying  all  internal  taxes  on  the  faid  co- 
lony, 

fheet.  (lol  Appeals,  \rrits  of  error  and  of  dow-er,  ad  quod  damnimi, 
certiorari,  (latute  merchant,  IVatiitc  rtaple,  attcflatioiis,  certiheates, 
exeniplilications  of  lecorcis  or  proceedings  in  any  courts,  except  ap- 
peals, &c.  from  proceedings  before  a lingle  jullice,  los.  per  (hcet. 
(ii)  Writs  of  covenant  or  of  entry,  attachment,  &c.  in  any  of  the  laid 
courts,  5S.  per  flieet.  (i2)  Judgements,  decrees,  fentences,  dimif- 
fions.  records  of  nili  priiis,  or  poltea  in  auy  of  the  courts,  4s.  per 
flieet.  (13)  -.ffidavits,  common  bail  for  appearance,  interrogatory 
dciJolitions,  rules,  orders,  warrants  of  court,  dedimus  pniteltatem, 
apia",  fubpinas,  fummonles,  compnlfory  citations,  commilhons.  recog- 
nifancesr  is  per  Iheet.  (14)  i.iceuces,  appointments,  adini'lio:is  of 
coujccllors.  (olicitors,  &c.  to  pradicc  in  any  court,  lol.  per  (heet. 
(i.^)  bills  of  lading,  cockets,  clearances.  4d.  jicr  iheet.  (16)  Letters 
of  mart,  commillions  for  private  Ihips  of  war,  20s.  per  iheet.  [17^ 
Grants,  appointments,  admifbons  to  public  beneticial  offices,  &c,  ot 
2ol  per  annum  value  or  upwards  (army,  navy,  judges,  and  juiiices  of 
the  peace  exceptedj  los.  per  iheet.  [<8j  Grantsof  iiberties,  privileges, 
of  franchifes,  under  the  feal  ot  any  of  ilie  colonies,  or  lign  manual  of 
any  governor.  &c.  or  any  exempliheations  thereof,  61.  per  (licet  [lyj 
Licences  for  retailing  Ipirituous  liquors  20s,  per  iheet.  [20J  Licence, 
for  retailing  wbieonly  4I.  per  (heet.  faij  Licences  for  retailing  wine, 
where  a licence  iias  been  granted  for  retailing  fpirituous  liquors,  3I.  per 
Aseet.  [22J  Probates  of  wills,  letters  of  adminiltralion  or  guardia'uiliip, 
itc,  on  the  co.ntiaent,  and  tb:  Bermuda  and  Bahama  illands,  per 

iheet. 


Digitized  by  Coogic 


31 


HISTORY  or 


lony,  and  that  the  refijiutioo  of  that  hpufc  in  the  lafl 
fcffion  of  parliament,  might  not  be  carried  linto  cxe- 
cutlco,  by  a bill  for  impofing  ftamp  duties  on  the  co- 
lonies. William  Middleton,  Ijlfq,  Daniel  Hughes,  Efq. 
and  Jofeph  Nitt,  Efq.  alfo  offered  a petition  in  belvalf 
of  tliemfdves,  and  tue  reff  of  the  inhabitants,  owners 
of  property,  in  his  Majefty’s  province  of  South  Caro- 
lina, praying  that  the  houfe  Ihould  not  approve  of  any 
bill  that  might  be  offered,  charging  (lamp  duties  in  the 
province  of  Carolina.  A motion  was  made  with  re- 
fpeft  to  each  of  thefe  queftions,  that  they  Ihould  be 
brought  in,  but  upon  each  of  the  queflioqs  refpcc- 
lively  a negative  was  put.  Upon  a divifion  it  was  car.» 
ried  by  245  againll  49  that  the  petitions  flionld  not  be 
heard.  The  bill,  after  going  through  all  its  llages  and 
forms,  was  at  Laff  paiTed}  and  received  the  royal  fane- 
tion. 

- It 


(heet.  [ij]  Probates,  letters  of  acUnlriftration  or  gnardian/hip,  in 
otherpans  of  AiiKrica,  los.  per  flieet.  [24]  Bonds  for  any  fum.  cp{ 
exceeding  lol.  on  the  continent  and  iflands  of  Berniiula  ami  Bahama, 
6d.  per  flieet.  [2/;]  Bonds  for  any  fuin  above  lol.  and  not  exceeding 
Bol.  witiiin  the  faid  places,  is.  per  (heet.  [26J  Bonds  for  any  fm^ 
above  20I.  and  not  exceeding  401  within  the  fame  places  is.  6d.  per 
fheet.  [27]  Warrants  for  furveyiug  or  fetting  out  any  lands  not  ejt- 
reeding  too  acres,  rtd.  per  flieet.  [tb]  Warrants  ftir  furveying  auU 
frtting  nut  any  land  above  100  acres,  and  not  exceeding  soo,  is.  par 
flieet.  r29]  Warrants  for  furve>  11^  or  felling  out  any  lauds  above  209 
acres  and  not  exceeduig  3*0,  • s.  6d.  iier  flieet.  [jo]]  O.  iginal  gr.'iits,  or 
deeds,  mefneconvcj'ances,  &c.  of  lands  not  exeeeding  i*o  acres  up'>« 
the  continent  or  iflands  of  Bermuda  and  Bahama,  is.  <d.  per  Iheet. 
fill  Original  grants,  &c.  of  lands  above  10®  acres,  and  not  exceedimi 
200  \n  the  faid  places,  2s.  per  flieet.  [32!  Oriciiial  grants,  &c.  of 
land  above  BOO  acres,  and  not  exceeding  300  in  tlie  faid  places.  2*.  CcU 
per  flieet.  [33]  Original  grants,  &c.  of  lands  not  exceeding  100 
Seres  within  nil  other  parts  of  America,  3s.  per  flieet.  r34]  Origim.! 
gr.mts,  &•.  of  lands  above  100  acres,  and  not  exceeding  300  acres,  4s. 
^ flieet.  [s'!]  Grants,  appointments,  or  admillion.s  to  any  pub- 
lic beneficial  office,  not  bcf.,re  cluirged.  above  20I.  per  annum  value, 
or  exemplifications  thereof  army,  navy,  and  Jiiflices  of  the  peace 
excepted  upon  the  continent,  or  Bermuda  and  Bahama  Iflands. 
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It  muft  be  acknowledged  to  the  honour  of  the  Bti- 
tifh  parliament^  that  iIms  bill  did  not  pafs  without  op- 
politionj  the  friends  of  liberty,  and  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,— the  fincerc  lovers  of  the  Brutifwick  family,  op- 
pofed  it,  in  all  its  ftages,  and  offered  fuch  arguments 
agaiiift  it  as  thtir  opponents  were  not  able  to  anfwef. 
The  jurifdiftion  of  parliament  over  the  Colonies,  was 
combated  with  arguments,  which  every  fober  perfon, 
under  no  influence  except  truth,  mufl  confefs  in  theh: 
beans  co  be  forcible  and  concluflve.  . It  was  argued  in 
behalf  of  the  colonies,  that  ihofe  who  firfl;  planted 
them,  were  driven  from  their  native  country  by  violent 
perfecutioi)8,and  had  left  their  mother  country  for  con- 
fcience  fake,  at  their  own  rifque  and  expence ; that 
being  both  pcrfecuted  and  forfaken  by  her,  all  ties, 
except  what  arc  common  to  mankind,  were  diffofvcd 
between  them.  That  as  England  had  ceafed  to  give 

them 


i|l.  per  [36]  Grants,  pr  admiinon  to  fuch  oiBcea  in  Sny  other 

^irt  of  America,  61.  per  flieet.  [37]  Indentures,  leafes,  conveyances, 
cuntraAs,  Hipulations— jf  fale,  charter-parties,  proteft*,  artiults 
of  appremiceihip  or  covenants,  except  for  tlie  hiring  of  fervants,  tmd 
other  matter  before  chargeil,  2s.  6d.  |Jer  fheet.  [»8j  Warrants  Ibr  aO- 
diting  public  accounts,  beneficial  warrants,  orders,  grants,  cenifi- 
Cutes,  under  tlte  public  feal  or  figu  manual  of  the  governors,  &c.  not 
before  chafed,  [palUjorts,  furrenders  of  offices,  policies  of  alfUrancw, 
Warrants  for  the  navy  or  army,  or  grants  of  offices  under  20I.  porati- 
' num  value  excepted]  js.  per  Ihect.  [39]  Notorial  botxis,  deerfj, 
letters  bf  attorney,  jirocuration,  mortgage,  roleafe,  or  obligatory  ia- 
Itrtanent,  [not  ch.irged  before]  as.  3d  per  (heer.  [40]  Regirters,  en- 
tries or  inrolmeius  of  grants,  deeds  &c.  (before  charged)  3d.  per 
Ihcet  [41]  Kegillers,  entries  or  iiirolmcnts  of  grants,  deeds,  &c.  [not 
before  charged]  2s.  per  Iheet.  [42]  Duties  payable  upon  cards  and  dice, 
VIE.  on  cards.  i».  per  pack,  dice  los.  per  pack.  [43]  Duties  on  pamph- 
lets, ncwfpa|jers,  viz.  pamphlets,  half  a Iheet  or  lefs,  one  half-pimny 
oti  cve«  printed  copy  j larger  than  half  a fheet  and  not  excetdiug  ti 
whole  (beet.  id.  for  every  copy;  licing  largerthan  one  flvjct  ami  not  ex- 
ceeding 6 in  oi'lavo  or  under,  or  not  exceeding  1 2 ftieets  in  quarto  or  20 
rtiects  III  folio,  IS.  per  fheet  for  one  printed  coj>v  ; for  every  advertift- 
iiiciit  in  any  gazette  or  other  paper  12s.  for  every  almanack,  See.  to  ferve 
for  one  year  4d.  for  every  alm.nnack  to  ferve  for  feveral  years,  duties  to 
use  feme  aiiuiuat  refiicctivdy  for  each  year  j on  inftrument^  proceil- 
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■them  legal  proteftion,  they  were'  abfolved  frora.alJ  AvL* 
ty  of  obedience  • to  her.  That  their  charters  only 
■bound  them  to  the  common  duty  of  fuhje^ts,  to:the 
Sovereign,  as  the  fupreme  bead  of  the  empire,  but  did 
.not  oblige  them  to  fubmit  to  the  diftates  of  the  legrila- 
ture,  in  which  they  had  no  (hare.  Thar  it  was  un- 
^feafonable  that  the  people  of’Britain  fliould  pretend 
to  exercife  rights  over  their  brethren  in  America-, 
which  they  themfelves  declare 'tp' be  oppreflive  and 
illegal  at  home,  ■ when  claimed  by  others  among 
them.  ‘ 

It  was|  further  urged  that  it  could  not  reafonably  be 
imagined  that  when  ihe  people  of  Great  Britain  con- 
tended with  the  crown,  for  the  fake  ■o!  their  own 
rights,  that  they  confidered  it  might  be  lawful  for 
the  fovereign  to  ufiirp  a power  over  others,  which 
they  denied  could  be  lawfully  exercifed  over  them- 
felves.  ■ And  that  however  binding  their  charters 
might  have  been,  yet  as  they  had  been  deprived  of 
them  by  an  arbitrary  exertion  of  government,  which 
!the  people  at  home  would  not  fufFer,  they  ought  to  be 
ftill  confidered  as  entitled  to  them,  and  the  benefits 
arifing  from  them;  that  as  their  charters  gave  them 
full  privilege  to'raake  their  own  laws,  provided  they 
did  not  make  anv  contrary  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  Englifli  conftitution,  and  as  they  had  not 

been 


inps,  &c.  aforefaid,  enjrroFed,  MTirten,  or  printed,  in  any  otl  er  that* 
the  Englifli  lansun'ge,  dn’ible  the  annmnt  «'f  the  rcrp>  ftive  duties  be- 
fore charged  thereon. On  clerks  fees,  or  apprentices,  not  exceeding 

6ol.  a duly  of  6c!.  for  everv  :os  fn  paid,  ard  is.  on  every  20s.  exceeo- 
ing5ol.  The  pcn.nl  ties  in  cafe  of  non-obrerv.mce  of  this  aift.  are  heavy 
and  irrievotis,  like  the  aft  itTclf  All  perfl  ns  vho  flu  n Id  fign,  wtife, 
or  Teal  any  thing  that  was  liable  to  be  flaiiiped,  before  being  fl.'.mped, 
was  to  be  fined  lol.  and  no  inflrvment  could  be  admitted  in  evidence, 
in  any  caiife,  iinlefs  flamped  - It  was  made  deaib  to  counteifeit  a llair.p, 
inrolliug  any  deed  imftampr.  the  fine  :ol  r<  nnfellors  or  others,  neg- 
lefting  to  file  or  record  in  due  time  any  matter  ftr  wliicb  duty  is  paya- 
ble, the  forfeit  50]. 
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been  charged  with  any  fuch  mifdemeanours,  they  were 
Undoubtedly  entitled  to  their  original  chartered  rights, 
of  which  the  bill,  then  in  agitation,  was  a manifeft  per- 
Tcrfion.  It  was  added  that  it  was  the^  birth-right  of 
Engllfhmen,  and  their  dependants,  not  to  be  taxed  by 
any  except  their  reprefentatives ; but  that  the  colonies 
■were  fo  far  from  being  reprefemed  in  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  that  they  were  not  virtually  reprefen- 
ted,  as  the  nieaneft  inhabitants  of  the  mother  country 
Were.  That  the  people  of  Ireland,  were  more  vir- 
tually reprefented  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
than  it  was  polfible  for  the  colonies  to  be ; that  many 
Irifli  gentlemen  and  peers  poffclTed  eftates  in  England, 
and  Engliflimen  in  Ireland,  fo  that  there  were  numbers 
of  Irilh  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  in  both  houfes  of  par, 

• liament,  and  the  parliament  of  Britain  never  claimed  a 
right  to  tax  the  people  of  Ireland*  in  confequcnce  of 
this  virtual  reprefenrationt  , ■;  . , 

It  was  objefted  that  the. mother  country  had  given 
great  alTiftance  to  the  colonics,  expended  great  Aims 
of  money  in  protefting  them,  and  that  it  was  reafona- 
ble  to  tax  them  for  the  fake  of  being  reimburfed  for 
that  expence.  To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  Britain 
either  alGIled  the  colonies  from  principles  of  humanity, 
or  with  a view  of  being  repaid}  if  from  principles  of 
humanity  and  brotherly  affeftion,  their  liberty  was 
too  dear  a price  for  fuch  a favour ; and  provided  they 
expefted  to  be  repaid,  they  ought  firft  to  fettle  ac- 
compts,  and  fee  how  much  the  balance  was  that  waa 
due  to  Great  Britain*  . That  as,  the  colonies  had 
frequently  affifted  the  mother  country,  and  fuffered 
great  lofs  by  giving  Britain  an  cxcluCve  trade,  by 
■which  they  were  prevented  from  felling  their  goods 
to  others,  at  a much  higher  price  than  they  could  fell, 
them  to  her,  and  were  obliged  to  buy  from  her  what 

D they 
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they  coidd  have  purchafird  much  clieaper  from  others, 

, it  was  prefumed,  that,  upon  a fair  reckoning,  the  ac- 

- compts  would  appear  nearly  even,  and  there  would  be 
little  to  pay.  On  the  fide  of  goverooMiRt,  it  was  urged, 

■ that  the  colonies  had  fubmitted  to  daws  made  by  the 
mother  country  for  their  interaal  goTemmeRt,*and 
that  the  Britifii  parliament  had  now  a prefcripUTe  right 
of  legiilation.  It  was  anfwered  that  this  could  .no 
more  be  brought  as  a precedent  agaioft  the  colonies, 

■ than  againfi  England,  which  tamely  fubmitted  to  the 
.arbitrary  dilates  of  King  Hemry,  and  the  authority 

of  the  ftar-chambcr;  the  tyranny  of  many  being  as 
grievou:>  as  that  of  a (Ingle  perfon.  That  if  freedom 
was  due  to  thofe  who  had  fenfe  enough  tp  value  it, 

- and  courage  to  cxpofc  themfelves  .to  every  danger 
and  fatigue  to  acquire  it,  the  defcendants  of  thofe  who 
had  fuifared  To  much  in  the  wilds  of  America  from 
dreadful  enemies,  were  better  entitled  to  it,  than 
their  brethren  in  Great  Britain.  But  it  was  urged 

'againfi  the  arguments  drawn  from  their  charters,  that 
* all  the  corporations  in  England  might  plead  the  privi- 
leges of  their  charters,  to  be  exempted  from  parlia- 
mentary taxation.  But  this,  of  all  other  arguments 
was  the  moft  frivolous  and  infignificant.  The  corpo- 
rations  in  England  fend  members  to  parliament,  and 
arc  reprefented,  and  many  of  them  received  thdr 
. charters  for  that  very  purpofe ; they  therefore  make 
their  own  laws,  which  makes  the  cafes  very  unlike  to 
' one  another. 

There  is  one  argument  which  the  writer  of  the 
hifiorical  part  of  the  Annual  Rtgi/ler  oiTert  againft 
the  claim  of  the  Americans,  to  be  reprefented  in  the 
Britiflt  parliament,  which,  at  firft  view,  has  more  force 
than  feveral  others,  and  it  is  founded  upon  their 
keeping  of  Haves,  He  imagines  it  would  not  beikfe 
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to  trufl  men  with  making'  of  laws,  who'  harie  been  ac«  ' 
cuftomed  so  have  an  tinlimitcd  rigfbt  over  the  Uvea  and  ' 
libei'ciea  of  others.  This  is  undoubtedly  true;  but  I - 
am  afraid  that  tins  will  exclade  a great  number  in  Eng., 
land  from  being  reprefeoted  in  tbe  Britiih  parliaments  • 
If  there  is  any  truth  at  ail  in  the  ftories  of  the  flave  ' 
trade,  there  are  not  a few  in  Britain  that  are  concern* 
ed  in  it,  to  their  dtfgrace;  and  whatever  colonies  cOn* 
timie  in  tbe  piaAice  they  will  not  long  enjoy  their  li- 
berty.—>But  tbe  colonies  do  not  dellre  (o  be  repre- 
fenced  in  the  Britiih  parliament ; they  only  want  to 
have  their  own  repreientatives  at  home,  and  to  make 
laws  for  themfelves^  as  we  do  in  England.  It  would 
be  unrealbnable  for  them  to  expeft  to  be  reprefented 
in  the  parliament. of  England.  Bnt  tbit  is  not  any 
part  of  the  controverfy.  The  above  writer  feems  to 
hint  that  Britain  Ihould  claim  a right  to  make  laws  to 
the  Americans,  becaufe  they  are  unfit  t6  make  laws  to 
themfelves,  for  want  of  feelings  of  humanity  ; and  that 
this  entitles  Britain. to  an  abfoiute  right  of  empire 
over  the  colonies  If  this  argument  were  fairly  ana* 
lyfed,  it  would  be  found  to  go  a great  length,  and 
much  farther  than  the  writer  feems  to  intend ; for  it 
fuppofes  that  all  the  colonies  are  alike  in  this  refpcfl, 
which  is  contrary  tg  fa£l,  and  alfo  that  the  parliament 
of  England  ought  to  have  abfoiute  empire  over  a peo- 
ple whom  they  encourage  in  a trade  that  makes  them 
fubjefi  tb  flavery.  It  is  very  manifeit  that  if  thofc 
driiom-he  has  confined  to  the  abfoiute  empire  of  the 
Britiih  legiflaturc,  were  to  come  to  |lnglanrl,  they 
coUldnot  be  denied  alhare  in  the  governmeiii  of  this 
cdgiKryi  provided  they  had  property  to  qualify  them  ■ 
apd  fs^ppofe ' they  employed  thoufands  in  tl  e C ve 
tfude,  it  would  be  no  objeftion  to  their 
Ihucsnc. ' But  it  is  a point  to  be  foberly  confulercd, 

. " ' whether 
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■whether  Great  Britain  is  not  m guilty  as  Virginia  in 
this  particular;;  for  ainongftall  the  laws  for  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  colonies,  the  Britilh  parliament  has. 
not  yet  made  a law.agahift  this  inoft  infamous  traf- ■ 
fic.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  a Britilh  member 
of  parliament  have  his  Negra  Jlave  following  him, 
which  plainly  fttews  that  this  praaice,  . is  not  peculiar  . 
to  America.  The  firft  fettlers  who  went  to  America, 
knew  nothing  of  this  bufmefs.  It  began  in  fome  other  < 
place  where  it  does  not  difqualify  men  from  being  re-  f 

prefented.  •'  ; • - ^ ; 

• The  miniftry  at  this  time,  whatever  their  intentions  - 
v^re,  afted  Very  impolitically : They  afted  with  a 
gt-eat  degree  of  pbfitiVenefi,-  yet  wavered  in  purfumg- 
th^ir  meafurtjs.  Th'cy  would  neither  give  up  their 
plans,  nor  wbuld  they  purfue  them  withfirmnefs:  their  . 
■whole  deligns  were  known  over  all  America,  before  ‘ 
ever  they  were  able  ui  execute  them.  '•  ' • 

^ While-  our  miniftry  -and  parliament  were  delibera-  - 
ting  concerning  the’ methods  to  purfue  the  ftamp  aft, 
the  leaders  amo'hg’the  American  colonies  had  time  to. 
paint  It  in  the  Tnoft  Formidable  point  of  light,  to  the 
lower  ranks  of  people,  and  to  kindle  a flame  in  their 
tempers  •ag.imft  it,  'that  neither  the  art  nor  power  of - 
the  King’s  - miniftbrS  were  afterwards  able  to  quei^h. 
Wherever  the  hews  of  this  impolitic  and  oppreffive 
law  reached;  it.f\'read  difeontent  like  a conflagration  . 
and  blazed  from' one' colony  to  another.  Ihe  tetn-  ■ 
pers  of  all  th?  colonies  being- alike  affefted,  it  was  ^ 
cafy  to  ftir  up  the  fame  averfioa  in  them  all,  againft  a- 
law  which  ^as  againft  ' their  interefl:,  and  had  inuch 
the  appearanhc:Df  .opprcflion.  - One  thing  with  which 
the  miniftry  tlidii,  and  fince  have  deceived  aiemfelves. 
is  that  they  Wre'perfuaded  tlrat  the  averfion  to  this 

law  was  pot'un^verfair It  was  alledged  that  only  a fevv 

or 
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of  ^nd  ,\)ut  fo^nc  in  each  of  them,  were  . 

difpofedjiQ  purfue  opposition,  or  that  like  the  people  . 
ut  home,,  they  would  paife  ^ little  claji^our  fqr,  a feafon,  ^ 
and  then  fubmit  to  the  authority  pt  the  mother  coun^ 
try:  jn  the  point  of  taxation.  I'his  was  only  furraife, 
withoMt  any  real  Ih^dow  of  foundation,  or  fo  much.’ 
as  a partial  undcrftaping,  of  the  temper  of  the  colo-'* 
nies,  which  ou^ht  to  have  been  fully  inveftigated  be- , 
fore  fuch  a dangerous  expedient  had.been  tried.  ! The  ' 
njanagers  at  home  appear  to  have  been  ignorant  of* 
tb/;  real  ftate  and  difpoljiiohof  the  cplonifts,  andfeera^ 
to  have  judged  of  a people,  not  yet  corrupted  with ' 
luxury,. nor  initiated  in  a fyftem  of  dijTipatipn,  from’ 
the  examples  they  had  qbferved  in  the  mother  conn, 
try,  where  corruption  and  venality  is  almoft  univerfalj 
In.  this  they  were,  greatly  miftaken,  and  found  by^ 
e;cpeFiiBDce,  that  a people  tliat  Hill  retained  the  fpirit 
and  temper  of  the  laft  century,  and  were  in  many  reV,' 
fpe£b  formed  upon  the  principles  of  their  anceftors/ 
were  not  to  be  managed  in  the  fame  nianner  as  people  ' 
Rendered  foft  and  effeminate,  byamponing  the  luxuries ' 
and  vices  of  all  nations  under  the  fun.  The  miiiilb^ ' 
were  unfortunate  jn^ the  beginning  of  this  fcheme,', 
aodunfucoefsful  in  the  couclufion  of  it.  The  news' 
of  pairing  the  ftampt  came  firft  to  New  England,^ 
a colony  the  moft  tenacious  of  their  liberty,  andjea-' 
lous  to  the  laft  degree,  of  every  appearance  qf  def-' 
potifm.  This  colony  confidered  itfclf  as  the  offspring^ 
of  progenitors,  who  i had  fuffered  both  .fevcrcly  an4‘ 
unjuftly  at  the  hands,  of  I, the  mothcri  country,  and 
who  had  affened  their  mtui?al  rights  and  privileges  at 
the  rifque  of  their  lives,  and  the  expence  of  much 
blood.  They  had  not  forgot  how  their  fathers  had, 
for  the  fake  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  fled  to  a 
toilderriefs,  which  they  bad  now  .cgnKrtcd  into  a 

fruitful 
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frRi^l  f!feW,’fronian  idtdcrable  fpirltual  perfecwioB, 
wfcch  cbtiW  ndt  be  borne  and  they  were  not  difpofed 
td^iren'delt  the  fruits  of  their  own  labour,  and  «tet 
of  ritf  if  fd  the  children  thofe  that  had 

binift'ed't^if  fathers  front  their  native  countrjr.  The 
firl?  colohift’s  ftit'deeded  In  their  undertakings  withont 
any  eicwncC  6r  charge  ro  the  date,'  which  was  acknow* 
ledge'd  by  ft  Wte  df  the  hotrfe  of  cohimons  as  early  as 
; and  ii  not  td  beexpefted  that  their  child- 
ren Wefe  Uhteh'  to  give  up  rights,  that  were  botli 
feuded  ih  nature,"  and  the  principles  of  comitobn  juf- 
fTcc. 

' ^^en  iJiii  tiivfs  of  the  ftairip  ftfr  havibg  t‘ectl¥ed‘ 
the  foyal  reached  New  kriglahdi 

lancholy  their  minds  be-' 

f^c,  oj^b  hilftflug  th?f  it  was  voted  a proper  meahire 
to  lay  it  iipSii  Aitil,  biukeout  Into:  fury  and  outrage, 
TRe  flitpft  out  their  colours  half 

maft  high,  ih  tblcen  of  deep  mourning;  the  bells  were 
muffted;  thd  a£l  was  printed  with  a deaih*s  head  to 
i^ip  the  Where  it  is  cidfotuary  i6  affix  the  hew. 

of piriihfucntjiand  cillfcd  ^jdbRclyaboUt  theftreets, 
bV  ifei  hkdihhffhe  Fdly  Ehgtdrt4^  mid  the  ruin 


•rdh  'of  the  -Ccifvitt,  containing  matters 

Skfting  to  Rbeirtyj  iind  ho  wife  repugnant  to  loyal-^ 
^hiid  by  s^drfew  Ma^vel^itthe  fign  of  the  Bribe', 
frfdi  'bft’ CdfiftitUtibhal  Hill,  North  America,, 
'ibis  hidTifahbe  fightficant  frontifplcce  thin  any  i>f; 

rtft  i Tt  hid  h'  fffiilelcut  in  pieces  vfrith  the  iRitialj 
letters  bf  thi  ha4fes  'of  tliefeveral  coloine^)  ftt>m  New-i 
Bogimid  to  Seuiii  Caarbllha’  hiclufhrciy,  fixed  to  each, 
rtece,  afadabOtt'tbeoiiJdttiloi^Diai.  To  ibefe  were 
T.  ' addtd 
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added  ifevcr^d  charafters,  and  fentemious  aphorifins^ 
fuited  to  the  occafion,  which  weec  eafily  circulatcdv 
and  as  eafily  committed  to  memotry ; aad  being  c»- 
cecdingly  expr.cflivc,  they  had  all  the  force  of  a grcaic 
many  argameats.  Many  of  the  .papers  were  writ- 
ten with  great  acrimony*  and  threw  forth  • fevere  re- 
flefliions  apainft  the  Britifh  miniftry,  and , the  leaders 
in  thefe  impofitic  and  arbitrary  meifare$;.aad  it  ouift 
be  granted  by  every  judicious  and.candid  pe.rfon,  that 
they  had  great  provocation.  Thete  were  two  things 
exceedingly  grievous  in  this  ad  to  the, colonies.  The 

firfl  was,  that  the  perfons  that  aded  .under  this  Ia.w, 
had  in  their  power  to  bring  an  adion,  the  cadfc  .of 
which  had  arifen  at  ppe  extremity  of  North  America, 
to  the  other,  at  the,  diftance  of  near  ,t,wp  rhoufaad 
poiles,  without  the  traders  being  intitled  to  recover 
daipages,  in  cafe  the  judge  Ihould  certify  that  there 
was  any  probable  caufe  for  the  profecution.  The 
* iccopd  was,  the  judge  hjad  an  intercil  in  giving  a fe;n- 
.jiepoe.jp favour  of  the  party  fuing  for  the  penalties  pf 
thepd,  by  being  avowed,  byway  of  commiffion,  a 
jVery  large  lhare  in  thefe  penalties.  This  was  injpf. 
lice  that  the  greateft  flaves  could  not  eafily  ensure 
. without  murmuring ; and  it  was  not  to  be  expedfd 
jlm  a iree people,  who  have  the  ff.ofl‘,(irid  ideas  pf 
^bprty,  would,  without  repining,  fubniic  to  fuch^- 
. grant  oppreifion  and  tyranny.  By  the  time  the  ,ad 
,|?>M»chcdihe  colonies,  they  were  wrought  up  to  4e 
.blgh^pitch  of  averfion  againft  it,  and  treaty  iCjWi(h 
contempt:  In  many  places  it  w'^s  pubiiciy 
^burnt,'  together  with  the  effigies  of  _ the  chief, prompt 
thereof, . who,  provided  they  had  been  prefept, 
•fTQttldijiiwe  pwt  with  abundant  ,diig^cc.. 
vAther  band  ibey  ptaifed  and  applauded,  ^;fith  ,^)p- 
tigiujps.of  jbc-highcft.llcaia,  tb,e  perfons  .5^0  ;jhad  pp. 
irfmo  ' poifcd 
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. pofed  this  obnoxious  bill.  In  fcveral  of  thdir  tneeu 
ings  they  voted  tbanhs  to  General  Conway  and  Col6- 
ncl  Barrc,  two  gentlemen  who  had  ufed  their  influ- 
• ence  to  prevent,  this  arbitrary  ftatnte,  in  the  Briiifli 
houfe  of  commons.  'I'heir  fpeeches  againft  it,  and  their 
piftures  were  requefted  from  England  j the  piftures  fo 
be  hung  up  in  their  places  ^of  meeting,  and  the 
Speeches  to  be  inferted  in  the  books  dcligned  to  rc- 

- cord  their  principal  tranfaftionsj 

The  government  Was  now  rtiu'ch  .eitibarfaffcd  how 
, to  have  this  hew  aft  put  into  execution  ; for  when  the 
tidings  of  this'difeontent  in  America  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, there  were  but  few  raaftefs  of  Ihips' found,  who 
were  willing  to  take  on  board  fuch  an  obnoxious  and 
unpopular  cargo  j and  it  was  foon  difeovered  that  tins 
precaution 'Was  founded  iii  prudence,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  felf-prefervation.  Such  as  were  fo  advenrurotis 
as  to  cari^  any  quantity  of  thefe  tickets  of  taxation  to 
America,  were  made  fadly  to  repent,  when  they  at- 
rived  at  their  defined  port ; where,  to  fate'  their 
veffels  from  fire,  and  thcmfelves  from  an  ignomhiioos 
death,  the  moft  of  thefe  adventurers  were  obliged  to 
deliver  up  their  execrated  cargoes  into  the  hands  6f 
the  enraged  populace,  to  be  treated  with  as  mneh  i^- 

■ nominy  as  the  aft  itfelf  had  been  treated  before:— 
Others  were  obliged  to  Iheltcr  thcmfelves  Onder  fneh 
of  the  King’s  (hips,  as  happened  to  be  neareft  to  prO- 
teft  them.  The  glorious  harveft  that  was  now  expeft^ 

I ed  to  be  reaped  by  Englilh  tax-gatherers,  to  be  ferit 
over  to  colleft  this  revenue,  was  by  this  ftorm  foon 
blafted,  and  thofe  gentlemen  who  came  from'  Engferld 

- with  commiffions  to  aft  as  diftributOrs  of  (lamps,  wefe 
made  to  repent  fevercly  of  engaging- in  fueb  an  entef- 

■ prize.  ' Many  df  thetn  were  made  to  renounce^-  noW 

' and  for  ever,  in  the -mod  public- maniidr;  and  upon 
• - ‘ oathj 
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oatli,  all  maaaer  of  concei'a  i»  them)  and  others  cau<r 
tiouQy  returned  to  the  places  from  whence  they  came; 
while  fome  of  a more  froward  difpofition,  perfid* 
ing  ftrenuoufljr  in  putting  the  aft  in  execution,  were 
treated  by  the  people  as  enemies  of  their  country, 
who  meant  roenflave  America  for  the  fake  of  paltry 
emoluments  from  the  court  of  Britain.  Some  of  this 
charafter  were  fcvcrcly  handled;  their  houfes  were 
burnt,  and  their  cffefts  plundered  and  deftroyed;  and 
fuch  was  the  rage  of  the  multitude  againft  this  unpo- 
5>alar  and  oppreflive  ftatute,  that  fome  wl  o had 
been  appointed  without  their 'confcnt  or  felicitation, 
to  fijperintend  the  diflribution  of  the  (lamped  paper, 
by  tirtuc  of  their  bearing  the  office  of  governors', 
were  treated  in  the  (kmc  manner,  and  wirh  the  like 
feverity.  Mr  Hutchirifon  who  was  fu(\icfted,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  accounts,  not  ;withom  reafon,  of 
inifrcprercnting  the /rolonles  in  his  letters  to  govern- 
meat,  yvds  feveedy  ufed.  The  pcojile , obliged  him 
to  deliver  up  colics  of  bis  own  lettcrsi  which  he  had 
lent  to  England,  and  bythts'means  made  him  evidence 
agaipH  himfclf.  .This  was  as  illegal  as  the  general  - 
warrant,  that  was  illucdby  a fecretary  of-ftate  againft 
Mr  Wilkes,  and  it  is  not  improbable  thafi^hc  colo«- 
files  on  this  Qccafion  formed  their ' prafticc  upon  fome 
inodeml  Britilh  precedents,  pretended  to  havd  beeh 
ufed  through  the  law  of  ncceffity.  • Had  the  Ameri'- 
ean 3 at  this  time  been  in  the  fame  fituatibn  with  the 
fubjefts  of  the  mother-country,  and  agreed  by  repre- 
fentation  to  the  framing  of  this  law,  their,  prefent 
proceedings  would  have.been  traiiorout  iXidt  febeUious  ; 
but  as  all  was  done  tft’iihout  their  confem,  and  «.on- 
irary  to  the  cflcntial  conftitution  of  the  empire,  their 
conduft  may  be  accoiyited  raQi  and  feyere,  but  cannot 
))c  lawfully  pronounced  freaf9U  Qrrf^»f///£i«.  People  in 
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this  country  who  arc  partly  felf-interefted,  and  lie 
alfo  at  a diftance  from  thefcene  of  a^Uon,  arc  I’cady 
to  ceufure  the  coiunifts  more  through  paniality  and 
attachment  to  fytne  party,  than  from  a principle  of 
jmi^;nient  and  true  difeernraent;  Had  they  been  in 
the  fame  fituatlon,  they  would  hare  probably  deter- 
mined otherwife. 

■ TIic  coJonitts  {hewed  that  they  were  determined 
not  to'  fubrait  to  the  {lamp  aft  upon  any  account  j for 
when  (hips  which  came  from  thefe  colonies  that  had 
' fubmicted  to  this  law,  brought  ftamps  to  the  cuftom- 
houfes,  for  the  fake  of  their  own  Tindication,  they 
were  feized  and  Huck  up  in  taverns  and  cofiee-boufes 
in  fcorn,  and  afterwards  committed  to  the  ikmes 
With  the  ufOal  ceremony.  This  was  not  merely  the 
device  and  operation  of  a fickle  ■ mob  of  unthinking 
people  : Perfons  of  ivifdom  and*  chara6ler  were  con- 
cerned both  in  the  plan  and  its ‘'  operation,  and  fre- 
quently mingled  with  the  populac*e*  to  diceft  the  Exe- 
cution of  their  main  defigo.  Some  of  the  leading  men 
in  the  oppofitidn,  not  only  countenanced  the 'people 
- hi  their  outrages  againil  tin's  aft,  privately,  but  fume 
of  them  gave  at)  open  defiance  to  the  authority  that 
impofed  this  kft,  by  publicly  advertifing  that  'thofe 
who  were  employed  to  enforce  that' law,  might'  fave 
chemlelves  the  trouble  of  applying  to  them/  for  they 
were  refolved  not  to  pay  any  duty,  except  what  was 
laid  on  by  their  reprefehtatives.  The  provincial  af- 
femblics  were  of  the  fame  fentiments  with  the~  many 
individuals,  in  .the  oppofition,  which  they  at  firft 
{hewed,  by  declining  giving  the  governors  any  advice 
concerning  their  behaviour,  in  luch  a critical  junc- 
ture of  affairs : They  knew  that  without  Tlicir  ailiff- 
'ance  and  concurrence,  the  governors  could  riot  pro- 
ceed far,  and  were  determined  to  give  them  no  aid-  in 

executing 
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txecuting  a law  which  they  coofldered  as  ^together 
uoconflitutiona].  Some  of  the  governors  of  the  [ ro- 
yinces,  and  the  provincial  aflemblies,  were  not  very 
cordial  in  their  afieftions  to  one  another ; they  pro- 
ceeded upon  different  principles,  and  were  influenced 
by  different  ideas  of  intereff.  The  governors  who 
had  formerly  had  their  falaries  paid  by  the.  provinces, 

.were  now  paid  by  the  crown,  which  gave  them  a bias 
towards  the  flde  of  the  minillry,  which  was  not  always 
conflilent  with  the  advantage  of  the  colonies.  While 
the  governors  were  paid  by  the  provinces,  the  colo- 
nills  were  often  ready  to  reward  their  good  ferviccs, 
with  Angular  tokens  of  favour  and  eltcem,  whichmade 
the  legiflative  part  of.  the  conffitution,  and  that  of  the 
executive,  keep  up.  a good  underflandiog  with  one 
another ; but  when  their  iutereils  .were  feparated, 
their  afl'eflions  foon  became  difunited,  and  frequently 
the  governors  difapproved  what  ihe.affemblies  were 
pleafed  to  recommend.  This  in  procef#  of  Urac  crCi» 
ated  jarring  between  the  houfes  of  reprefentatives 
and  their  governors,  which  had  proceeded  to  :n  un- 
charitable length  about  the  time  of  the  ftamp  aft. 

Thcfe  affcmblics  were,  not  difpleafed  to  fee  men  cm- 
barrafled  in  the  e.xecution  of  an  oflice,  which  tl.ey 
confidered  as  not  difeharged  for  the  purpofe  of  its 
iirll  inftitmion,  libcy,  therefore  gave  them  very 
fmall  afliftance  on  this  prefllng  occafion.  They  difa- 
vowed  the  riotous  proceedings  of  the  muItiiuJcj  and 
'.vent  fo  far  as  ro  promife  rewards  for  feizing  the  riot- 
ers who  had  plundered  the  houfeefone  of  their  chief 
jurtices,  who  was  obliged  ro  appear  on  the  feat  of 
julHce  without  the'  infignia  of  Iiis  ofnee,  and  the 
badges  of  his  authority.  When  feme  of  liicfe  rioters 
were  brought  to  thdr  trial,  the  juries  would  not  pro- 
ceed fo  far  as  ti.e  fria;ds  of  the  Hanp  aft  \\  ere  inclined 
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they  fliould.  The  writer  oi  the  Aonual  RegiAer.af- 
firms  that  they  conld  be  brought  ro  coodemn  them  no 
farther  than  decency  required,  and  .would  not  promtfe 
tofhrc'ngthen  the  hands  of ' goTernment  fo  far  as  to 
prcYcnt  commotions  about  the  fla-mp*a£f ; nor  did  they 
account  thefc  commotions  were  objefts  of  military  rc- 
flraint.  When  once  a comroverfy  is  begun,  there  are 
often  errors  on  both  (ides,  and  there  is  no  queftion 
but  the  colonifls  did  feveral  things  tbattbey  ought  not 
to  have  done*;  but  when  the  reafons  and  caufes  of 
their  oppofition  to  this  law  are  conlkiered,  it  mull  be 
allowed  that  their  prorocatioas  were  not  fmall.  > It 
may  be  cafy  for  perfons  who  are  biaiTed  by  intereff 
and  party  attachments,  to  form'  a fpecious  fhew  of  rea> 
foning  to  condemn  the  colonifls^  and  vindicate  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country ; but  an  impartial  hiflorian 
with  nothing  but  truth  in  his  eye,  i will  be  obliged  to 
draw  his  inferences  from  pare  fa£fs>  and  the  natural 
reafons  of  them,  without  paying  any  regard  to  parry 
or  perfuafions.  > 

- On  this  occafion,  when  the  debates  and  quarrels 
of  the  parties  rail  very  high.'fome  perfons,  from  caution 
orfome  other  principle,,  privately  fpiked  up  the  can- 
non belonging  ro  the  forts  and  fliip-yards,  left  any  ufe 
ihoulJ  be  made  of  them  b)'  either  party ; and  though 
this  might  be  conftruifted  an  illegal  interference  with 
his  Majefty’s  ftores  and  arms,  was  a ready  mean  to  pre- 
vent bioo  Iflied  in  Cafe  of  a fudden  rencounter,  through 
the  irritation  of  party  fpirit.  What  was  determined 
in  the  provincial  aflemblies,  with  regard  to  the  ftamp** 
aft,  was  approved  by  feveral  aiTerablies  of  the  prin- 
cipal 

•The  plundering  of  Goi’cmor  Hiitchinfon’s  houfe  on  the  161I1  of- 
Auguft,  was  cruel,  barbarous,  and  ui.jull.  His  papers  were  all  burnt, 
hU  houfe  unroo'^ed.  and  »11  hi*  clothti,  \\  ith  thofe  of  his  daughter  aJtd 
titter,  were  taken  away. 
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cipsiHnhabitams^of  fome  places,  wba  idfiia^ed  theiir 
rcprefentatives  not  to  agree  in  any  mea&res  for-  tho 
pcotcction  of  the  fiarnp  papers,  or  ilanp)  officers; 

They  granted  there  had  been  fome  tumults  and  difor- 
dcrs  eu  that  account,  but  that  thefe  inuft  be  laid  to 
the  charge  of  thofe  who  wauted  to  urge  unconilitu-f 
vioual  laws  upon  them,  contrary  to  their  charters,  and 
ihtir  rights  as  Englilh  fubje£ls,  who  ought  .to.  enjoy 
the  equal  privil^es  of  the  empire  in.making  their  own 
laws,  and  taxing  themfelves.  They  alfo  cautioned 
their  reprefentatives  againft  all  uaconftituriooal  drifts 
on  the  public  treaftfry,  -for  .fear  that  the  goTcfnors 
fliould  endeavoAF  to  ftrengthen  their  hands  by  that 
means,  without  their  confent.  'Ihefe  were  proceed* 
ings  which,  though  at  firft  view  they  may  appear  prfc? 
cipitate  andtoo  determined,  argued  yet  a political  fore- 
fighij' which  fliewed  they  were  not  difpofed  to  trifle.  ■' 

The  general  affemblies  proceeded  ftill  further.  , In^ 
ftcad  of  winking  at  the  oppofition  of  the  people,  they 
began  to  patronize  it,  and  in  exprefs  terms,  affirmed 
that  the  Britiffi  legiffature  had  no  right  to  tax  them^ 

This  had  been  often  afierted,  and  even  proved  by  the 
llrongeft  arguments,  to  be  founded  in  rcafon  and  the 
Britiili  conftiiuiioD.  It  was  granted  that  they  were 
iubjefts  of  the  empire  under  one  fovereign,  or  one  exe- 
cutive power;  but  tiiat  they  had  as  good  a right  to 
make  their  own  laws  as  the  fubje£ls  at  home,  and  that 
none  but  themfelves  had  a right  to  give  away  their  pro- 
perty. They  came  at  laft  to  a refoltuion  to  petition 
the  legiflamre  of  Britain  agamft  the  ftamp  ad,  and 
pleaded  their  incapacity  to  pay  any  fuch  tax  as  was 
now  impofed  upon  them  ; but  at  the  fame  time  they 
alked  the  favour,  they  did  not  acknowledge  that  tlicy 
were  dependent  upon  the  parliamciit  oT  Britain.  'J  his 
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was  confidelred  as  only  afkiogf  a faVoiir  of  equals, 
out  makiog  the  fubmiiTion  the  parHameut  required, 
which  rendered  their  petition  offcnfiTe  to  the  majority 
of  the  legiflature.  • From  the  mauoerof  their  proceed- 
ings, fomc  wife  men  forefaw  what  would  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  the  mother  country's  affening  a right  of 
legidation  over  the  eolonifts ; they  oppofed  the  ftamp' 
a6f  becaufe  they  coofidered  it  both  uocoDditutiOnal  in 
its  nature,  and  detrimental  to  the  realintereft  of  the  em- 
pire. ' 

On  this  trying  occaGon  the  eolonifts  were  nor 
wanting  to  themfclves  in  any  meafure  that  might  pro* 
mote  unanimity  of  deGgns  and  execution  in  the  dif* 
ferentcolonies:  They  formed  aflbeiations,  andappoinu 
ed  committes,  for  the  fake  of  a generalcorrcfpondence> 
in  carrying  on  the  common  affairs  of  the  whole  body. 
From  thefe  committees  deputies  were  appointed  to 
meet  in  congrefs  at  New-York ; and  what  fliewcd  the 
unanimity  of  their  fentiments  in  this  general  caufe,  and 
that  they  were  all  of  one  mind  is,  that  when  the  de- 
puties met  at  New-York,  they  w’cre  fo  well  agreed, 
that  they  had  little  more  to  do  than  to  congratulate  one 
another,  and  fet  their  hands  to  one  general  declaration 
of  their  rights,  and  the  grievances  they  laboured  un- 
der, and  to  a petition  exprclling  a fenfe  of  thefe  griev- 
ances to  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  great  Britain. 
It  was  not  long  till  the  magiftrates  fubordinatc  to  the 
king  began  to  join  the  legiflative  part.  The  judices 
of  Wcftuioreland  in  g^ve  public  notice  under 

their  hands,  that  they  had  refigned  their  office,  and  de- 
clined a£ling  in  that  capacity;  that  they  would  not  any 
longer  be  inltrumental  to  the  deftruftion  of  thdr 
country,  whicL  their  oath  as  jofllces  ©f  the  peace 
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ro’v  obliged  them  rol  provided  they  continned  in  the 
dilchargc  of  their  oilicc.  The  genticracu  of  the  law 
aifo  declared  that  they  would  lay  dow»  their  offices 
rather  than  be  obliged  ro  praftice  upon  Hamp  paper. 
This  is  an  inftance  of  patrioiifm  rarely  to  be  met  with, 
and  to  which  the  mother  country  cannot  afford  a pa- 
r.illel.  Thofe  tliat  are  acquainted  with  the  general 
charafter  of  a people  of  that  profelfion  in  Great  B"i- 
laio,  wilt  he  ready  to  coudude,  that  the  lawyers  in 
Virginia  have  bad  a very  different  education,  or  that 
they  STC  not  defeendants  of  the  natives  of  this  country. 
How  far  they  may  have  been  in  the  right  or  in  the 
wroDgin  this  particular  ! will  not  pretend  to  fay;  it 
luiwever  argued  a great  degree  of  felf-denial,  to  give 
up  their  buhnefs  for  the  fake  of  the  public  imereft. 
Before  the  iff  of  November,  wbenthc  aft  wastoiake 
plucc,  there  was.nor  ;i  iliect  of  (bfthpt  paper  to  be  had 
ihrcdghout  the  ievevat 'colonies  of  New  England,  NeW 
•Verk,  Nep  jerje'y-,  PeDnfylvania,  Virginia,  Maryland, 
or  the  two  Carolinas,  except  a parcel  at  New  York, 
which  the ‘gove  rnment  through  fear  was  obliged  to 
furrendev  to  vhe  corporation,  upon  condition  that- 
they  woiitd  not  deffroy  it  like  the  reft..  Thu?,  all  b«. 
lii.efs  that  could  not  be  carried  on  without  ftamp»,’wa8 
put  to  a itand,  except  newfpapers,  which  the  primersy 
for  fear  of  the  populate,  were  obliged  to  contiimc 
without  ffainps.  ' But  in  Canada,  where,  ftamps  were 
luadp  ufe  of,  the  prjntcr?  were  in  a worfe  fituauon,  fbc 
fcw.or  none  would,  buy  a newfpaper  on  account  of  its 
being  tlamped,  and  tfie  whole  lay  up^p  their  hands* 
Thq  com  ti  of  jufticc  were  npw  fljui  up  as  well  as,  the 
ports;  colonies  where  flampswcre 

uicd,  the  people  of  thebeft  rank  fubmitted  to  be,  cal- 
led in  the  churches  rather  ihp  licenfcs  fop 

• ■ ' ” * • private 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  or 


40, 

private,  raarriagC8» , This  (hews  us  how  far  the  Eng^ 
liih  miniilry  have  deceived  themfelves  and  tlit  public, 
‘Af^refeuting  tnat  where  any  colony  had  not  totuliy 
joined  with  (he  rcH  in  oppofition  to  government,  that 
^h?y,werc  all  faiisfied  and  unanimous.  .In  thofe  piaecs 
wlicrc  fomc  leading  people  had  rule,  matters  were  for 
fume  time  fnioothed  over,  and  kept  in  a temper  j wlica 
at  the  fame  time  the  far  greater  part  were  wlioHy  dif+ 

Satisfied  with  the  public  meafures. 
r.  The  evil  confcquences  of  fuch  a ftagnation  in  bufi^ 
nefs  began  to,  be  felt  fevcrcly,  and,  would  have  cooled 
aipoderate  zqal  for  liberty,  where  diilreis  was  fo  ma» 

Hjfefl^  v The  friends  of  government  raifed  their  hopes, 
ijwt  from  feeling  fuqli  inconveniences,  the  dclud.  d 
multkude  would  return  to  a due  fenfe  of  their  duty, 

afl^  ia  a (hott  timc.oppoGtion  would  totally  fubfide. 

fieri, tyho  fet  no  value  upon  liberty,  are  ready  to  ima- 
:t|iat  All  others  view  it  in  the  fame  light,  and  that 
i^n  general  mankind,  mean  no  more  by  oppofition  to 
ppW/2f,  and  ibyj; the,  name  of  liberty,  than  to  worm 
Vhe?)felTd8.imo/profejimeni.or  places  of  pn>fit  and  emo- 
lument:  This  may  be  tbccafc  with  a few,  or  with 
C?m<^4efigc(it)gpoliticians;tbut  when  a whole  country 
Catfl^es  thc'flfctadj  ihere  isiaiw'ays  more  than  the  hope 
Vf-courtjmefefmdnt  imtbe  .cafe.  Demagogues  may 
onapanicularoecafion,  miflead  fume  unthinking  pco- 
plc,7but  irTequireV-mbrethafn  is  in 'the  power  of  any 
bdhun  addrefs;  l^ad  a codtinent,  unlcfs  they  have 
foirnt  ratl^  lttradple;  to  proceed  Upon.  It  is  a very 
ctwimon'  thitfg^  bo\th  parties  on  each  fide  of  a quef- 
riofi,  to  impure  tHfe'vWrft  defigns  to  their  antagonifts, 
Iwtvherevef  truth  aiid  wifdom  arepurfued,  whatevrf 
names  inay  bb’aftrlbe^  to  the  agents,  time  will  deter- 
mlficboth  the  nature  of  the  caufe;  and  the  principles  of 
iheaftors. 
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Daring'ihis  interruption  of  public  bufinefs,  fome  fruit. 
All  expedients  were  tried  to  evade  the  influence  of  this 
new  law,  and  among  others,  the  bark  of  a tree  was 
difeovered,  which  anfwered  for  a fucedaneum  inftead  ' 
of  paper,  and  was  fent  to  the  printers  at  Bofton  for 
their  approbation ; and  as  it  was  neither  paper,  parch- 
ment, nor  vellum,  the  difeoverer  wanted  to  know  whe- 
ther deeds  written  upon  this  bark  might  not  be  valid 
though  they  we^c  hot  ftamped.  In  this  cafe  he  was 
ready  tp  feWe  with  good  writing  bark,  all  thofe  whofe 
confcicnces  were  bound  by  the  late  aft  of  parliament. 
This  invention  was  certainly  ingenious,  but  the  propo- 
fal  was  not  altogether  honed  j for  fuch  as  w'ere  free  to 
ufe  this  vegetable  paper,  without  fcruple  of  confcience, 
ought  not  to  have  laid  a fnare  before  the  confciences 
of  others.?  , . 

While  thefe  tranfaftions  were  going  on,  the  alTem- 
bly  of  South  Carolina,  whofe  lieutenant  governor  re- 
fufed  to  tranfaft  buAnefs  without  damps,  addrelTed 
him  to  know  through  what  channel  the  damp  aft  had 
been  tranfraitted  to  him.  His  anfwcr  was,  that  he 
bad  it  flrd  from  the  attorney-general,  and  next  from 
^Ir  Boone,  governor  of  that  province.  They  faid,  as 


• The  writer  of  the  Amunl  Regl/lcr  fays,  “ At  laft  the  governor*  of 
tqnie  of  tile  provinces,  though  bound  by  the  aft  to  fwear  to  fee  it  ob- 
ferred,  imilcr  the  feveren  ^-naltie*,  thinking  tlic  total  ftoppage  of  all 
pttblic  biirinefs.offach  bad  confequence  to  the  community,  as  to  reii- 
Ccr  lawful  the  non-cumpliauce  with  any  injuni^ions  laid  on  them,  or 
even  the  breach  of  any  oath  taken  by  th^,  in  confequence  of  injunc- 
tions, merely  for  the  fake  of  that  community,  thought  proper  to  dif- 
pence  with  the  ufual  flamps,  grounding  their  difbenfation  on  the  impdf-- 
libUity  of  procuring  vw  vefejs  to  protedl  theip  from  the  pmalties  of  the 
in  the  other  parts  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions.”  Though  ' the  aA  bound 
covemon  to  fee  it  obfervmupon  fevere  penalties,  yet  while  they  had 
not  fwom,  th^  only  broke  the  fiatue,  but  not  their  oath.  1 heir  making 
nfe  of  paper  even  without  Uauips,  would  havf  been  difobedience  to  the 
!a\v,  but  could  be  no  breach  of  their  qatli, 
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that  was  the  cafe,  he  had  not  received  it  legally,  ner 
were  thofe iioiificaiions  of  the  aft y as  the-  gnvcr* 
nor  when  out  of  the  province,  and.  the  attorney-gCT 
neral  when  in  it,  could  not,  with  regard  to  this  conir 
muiiicatiou,  be  confidered  in  any  other  light  than  a 
private  pcrfons.  They  gave  fevera)  inftances  of.  the 
province  having  fuffercd  from  the  accidental  defeoiion 
of  government  information,  fufficienhpprpy^ 
tain  forms  were  abfolutdy  to  be  ufedln’all  roauep 
government,,  efpecially  fuch  as  related  to  aptlien'pca^^ 
ting  new  laws  of  fuch  immenfe’^  cbufe^quence  to  ‘that 
province.  ‘ It  is  highly  probable  th“anh'ey.h'ad  rccetVi, 
ed  many  laws  through  channels  nof  more ‘authentic 
than  this  now  mentioned,  but  as  this  Wais  more  c'dhtfa- 
ry  to  their  inclination,  they  were  dUpofed  tb^mahe  the 
more  objcftious  to  it.  ^ , ' 

But  the  colonifls  devifed  a better  method'to^Vaydid 
the  (lamp  aft.  The  merchants  throughput'  ail'  tiiefc 
colonies  entered  into  the  moft  folemn  engagements  td 
each  other,  to  order  no  more  goods  from  grCit' Bri- 
tain, whatever  fhould  be  the  confeqticpce,  andtOrecal 
the  orders  they  had  already  given,  if  not  executed  be-i 
/ore  the  ift  of  Jannuary,  1766;  and  they  refbl've4  fur- 
ther, not  even  to  difpofe  of  any  Britifli  goods  fent  theitf 
upon  commiflion,  that  were  not  fltipped  before  that 
day ; or  if  they  confented  to  any  relaxation  from 
thefe  engagements,  it  was  not  to  take  place  till  the 
ftarap  aft,  fngar  aft,  and  paper  money  afts  were  re- 
pealed. The  people  of  Philadelphia  aiib  refolved  by 
a large  majority,  that  till  fuch  a repeal  0iould  happen, 
no  lawyer  Ihould  put  in  fuit  for  a demand  for  money, 
owing  by  a refident  in  America  to  any  one  in  Eng- 
land ; nor  any  perfon  in  America,  however  indebted 
in  England,  make  any  remittances  there.  This  refu- 
lution  was  adopted  by  the  retailers,  who  ananimonfly 
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agreed  dot  to  boy  any  more  Engiifh  goods  fhipped  con* 
trary  to  t thcfe  refolutions.  Ages  to  cotne  will  be  a* 
mazed  that  feparate  governments,  and.fo  many  colo* 
Dies  diilin£t  lirora  each  other,  Oiould  hare  uf^ited  fo 
f^edily  in  one  totereA,  nottritbAandiog  the  influence 
of  government  Agents  aft'ong  them,  who  both  op* 
poibd  all  their  mcifures,  and  endeavoured  to  frultratc 
all  their  defigns.  Ideas  of  freedom,  when  people  are 
not  too  mneb  vitiated  through  the  power  of  venality 
and  dilHpaiion,  Will  produce  uKirvcUoiw  tfle^s  on  the 
behariour  of  a people. 

'1  his  controverfy  between  the  mother  country  and 
the  cobaifls  was  for  a feafon  of  great  fervicc  to  Ire* 
land.  What  goods  the  Americans  could  not  poffibly 
■want,  they  ordered  from  chat  country,  in  exchange 
for  their  hemp  and  flax-feed,  of  which  they  fent 

yearly  a great  quantity. Bat  in  the  mean  time 

they  purfued  every  rational  method  to  free  themfelves 
from  that  dependence.  A focicty  of  arts,  maim- 
fadures,  and  commerce,  was  inftimted  at  NtW-York 
in  imitation  of  that  of  London,  and  markets  were’ 
opened  for  the  fak  of  home-made  manufafturcs.  It 
fooo  appeared  that  neither  the  natives  nor  tiiofe  ma- 
nufa^lurers  which  they  had  invited  from  Britain  and 
other  nations,  were  idle  ; they  gave  good  encourage- 
ment, and  they  found  workmen  iu  abundance.  1 hey 
made  progrefs  in  the  woollen  and  lincamanufaftures, 
in  fcvcral  fpecies  of  coirfc  iron-ware,  malt,  fjtirks, 
and  paper-hangings.  I’hefe  were  (hewn  to  the  fociety 
and  approved,  and  when  brought  to  the  market  were 
greedily  purchafed  : and  to  furnifh  materials  for  the 
■woollen  work,  moft  of  the  inhabitants  came  taa  refo- 
lutlon  to  eat  no  lamb; — and  to  cxreud  this  defigni 
more  univer/ally,  they  determined. notro  deal  wUhAny 
butcher  that  Ihould  kill  of  cjpoftuoy.  htaUto-fale  for 
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a limited  tiiiie.  The  fpiric  of  indtiftry  prevailed  to  facli 
a degree,  and  fo  far  took  place  of  idlenefs  and  profu< 
fion,  that  the  moft  fubftantial  people  were  among  the 
firft  to  fet  an  example  to  their  countrymen^  by  wear- 
ing  home-fpun  or  old  clothes,  rather  than  make  ufe  of 
any  Brhilh  manufactures,  of  which  they  were  wont  to 
be  madly  fond.  Such  were  the  efforts  of  all  ranks, 
and  fuch  wife  and  prudent  meafures  did  they  purfue, 
that  many  began  to  think  what  they  formerly  had  ima- 
gined impofnble,  was  exceedingly  probable,  and  that 
in  a little  time  the  colonies  would  be  able  to  fupply 
ihemfelves  with  every  ncceflary  of  life.  Where  ideas 
of  freedom  once  prevail,  the  arts,  fcienees,  and  every 
other  braiKh  of  profitable  knowledge  will  attend  them. 
Slavery  enfeebles  the  mind,  and  renders  all  the  facul* 
ties  thereof  flupid,  dull^  and  inaCHve:  Men  who  know 
not  the  nature  of  freedom,  may  toil  like  beaffs  of  bur- 
den, or  chaunt  like  birds  in  a cage,  at  the  pleafure  of 
their  maffers  } but  they  enjoy  no  rational  pleafure, 
nor  poffefs  the  enjoyment  of  creatures,  dignified  with 
reafon  and  divine  undcrffanding.  It  is  fomething 
amazing  that  men  who  profefs  to  be  great  and  wife, 
ihould  not  take  pleafure  in  feeing  others  as  wife,  great,, 
and  happy  as  themfelves,  but  Ihould  have  the  ambi- 
tion to  think  that  the  Deity  gave  all  men  the  fame  fa- 
culties, with  a defign  to  make  them  the  fcrvants  of  a 
few,  and  never  to  be  their  own  mailers. 

As  one  thing  generally  leads  to  another,  the  Ame- 
ricans began  to  enter  into  a refolution,  which  in  its 
confequenccs  would  have  made  the  mother  country 
feel  the  frnits  of  her  folly  effectually.  It  was  pro* 
pofed  to  Hop  the  exportation  of  tobacco  from  Virgi- 
nia and  South  Carolina  to  Great  Britain ; which  con- 
fidcriog  the  great  quantities  of  that  article  which  are 
re- exported  from  Great  Britain,  and  the  immenfe 
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lums  To iofetifib>y  rnfed,  by  home  confumption,  her! 
trade,  and  efpeci  ally)  her  re  venae,  >could  not  fail  of  hew- 
ing greatly  affcftcd.  Thefc  were  notices  to  the  mo*' 
tlicr  country  of  what  a refolute  people  will  determme^' 
and  had  fhe  been  fo  wife  as  to  have  profited  by -thofe' 
warnings,  fhe  and  her  colonies  might  have  for  ages  toi 
come  lived  in  friendfhip  and  dependance  upon  each.o*; 
thcr. 

As  the  rife  and  fpring  of  the  prefent  war  in  Ame*: 
rica  ought  firft  to  be  invefligatcd  before  we  can  de*' 
termine  on  either  fide  of  the  quefUoo,  it  mud  be  ob* 
iierved  here,  that  one  pretence  for  beginning  and, 
carrying  it  on  is  groundlefs  and  frivolous.  It  has 
often  been  affirmed  that  the  taxes  intended  to  be  im- 
pofed  on  the  colonies,  were  only  dcfigned  to ' indem*. 
nify  the  mother  country  for  the  expence  of  proteft- 
ing  them  in  the  lad  war.  To  fet  this  point  in  a clear, 
light,  it  may  be  remembered,  ■ that  in  the  year  17549 
when  the  French  were  making  encroachments  on!  the 
crown  lands  in  America,  and  interrupted  the  trade 
of  that  country  with  the  Indians,  a war  was  appre- 
hended, and  commiffioncrs  from  a number  of  the  co- 
lonies met  at  Albany,  to  form  a plan  of  union  for 
their  mutual  defence.  The  plan  they  agreed  to  waa 
this,  * That  a grand  council  be  chofen  by  the  afiem- 
blies  and  fent  from  all  the  colonies ; which  council, 
together  with  a governor-general  to  be  appointed  by 
the  crown,  fhould  be  empowered  to  make  general 
laws  to  raife  money  in  all  the  colonics  for  the  defence 
of  the  whole.  This  plan  was  fent  to  the  govern- 
ment in  England  for  their  approbation,  and  bad  it 
been  approved  and  edablilhed  by  authority,  Engliffi 
America  at  that  time  thought  itfelf  fufficiently  able  to 
defend  itfelf  againd  the  French  without  any  affid- 
incc.  Several  of  the  colonics  in  former  wars  with- 
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flood  the  whole  power  of  the  French  without  aiHfl:* 
aocc  from  Bricaib»  qranf  other. quarter.  The. plan 
was  rejcfled,  and  a dcw  one  fioi'mcd  in  its  Head ; in 
which  it  was  propofed  that  the  governors  of  all  the 
colonies^  attended  by  one  or  two  members  of  their 
refpedive  councils^  fhould  affemble  and  concert  oica- 
fures  for  the  defence  of  the  whole,  erc£);  forts  where 
they  thought  proper,  and  raife  what  troops  they 
thought  necefiary,  with  power  to  draw  ou  the  trea- 
fury  in  England  for  the  fums  that  fhould  be  wanted;, 
aud  the  treafury  to  be  rcirabuiied  by  a tax  laid  on  the 
cokMiies  by  aft  of  parliament.  Thi  s new  plan  was 
communicated  by  Governor  Shirley  to  Doftor  Frank- 
ltti,>who  was  then  at  Bofton,  whofe  thoughts^ at  that 
time  on  the  fubjeft  will  throw  confidcrable  light  upon 
this  controvened  point.  The  ‘ enemies  of  this  res 
itowned  philofopher  rauft  confefs,  that  it  is  irapoffible 
to  anfwer  his  ai^uments  j but  the  reader  fhali  judge 
for  himfeifr 

Tuf/day  morning. 

• «*S  I R, 

“ I return  the  loofefbeets  of  tlie  plan,  withtlianks, 
to  your  excellency  for  connaunicatiug  them,  f i-  i 

“ I apprehend,  that  excluding  the  ftoplt  of  the  cp-i 
lonies  from  all  fliorc  in  the  choice  of  the  grand  coutln 
cil,  will  give  extreme  diffatisfaftion,  as  well  as  the  tax* 
ing  them  by  aft  of  parliament  where  they  have  no  re* 
prefentative.  It  is  very  poflible,  that  this  general  go- 
vernment might  be  as  well  and  faithfully,  adinisiftcrcd 
without  the  people  as  with  them;  jbui  where  heavy 
burdeds  have  been  laid  upon  them,  it  has  been  found 
ufcfui  to  make  it,  as  much  as  pofBble,  their  oWn  aftr; 
for  they  bear  better  when  they  haver  or  think  they 
have  lharc  in  the  direftion;  aad,  yriica,  au»y 
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lie  meafures  are  generally  'grievous  or  evefl  dl{fe(l6ful 
tb  the  pebple,  the  'whbcls  of  government  mnfl  tobfi 
itiore  heavily/*'*  ’ • "■  - ^ ' • • 

*a  • ■ '/  ' f’.'v:'  • ■ - -•  m - , ' 


^ ' I ' * ' , ^ t ( 


W^neJSay  fndrm/tg.  ’ 


i l meftfloned  Ifl  yelterday  to  yolir  'exeellciiey,  a$ 
my 'opinion,  tliatettottidirfg  the  ptaplt  6(  the  coloniee 
fpoTfi  ill  initHechcme  of  the  grant) council,  wduld 
probably  give,  extreme  diflatisfaftion,  as  well  as  tlw 
taxing  fHtrti  by  aft'of  parHarti'cm,  where  they  have' no 
feprefehfeWir^.’'^  I'd  matters  of  general 'concern  tbtiw 
people,  and  efpecialiy  where  bd Wens  are'to  be'feld 
fapbu  theto;  U is  of  life  to  eottlider,  as  Well  what  they 


wili  be  apt  to  think  and  fay  j I ftialf  therefore,  Asyotit 
exceflinfe^  ft^vdi-es  it  of  iiie,'lWefly  mention  what'  of 
either  krnd  6ctdh  to  rtre  on  iWs  beedfrdn. ' 

” Firft  ihijf' Will'  fay,  and  perhaps  With  jttftlooy  that 
the  body’of 'fhc'pedpllein  the  'colonies  are  as  loya4 
ahd  as  ihrttly  attached  to  the  pTcfent  eondtnition^'  and 
rel^ihhg  family  hs  any  fubieAs  in  the  king’s  doihtiib 
6ni'*’'.  ‘ •-c».  .rhiour  '>il*  ■ ..  i' 

That’titere  is'fla^dafdn  todoutot  the  rcadtoefs  and 


'WHIingwfsiof  the  repr^fentatives  they - may  cbufe»  to 
gram  from  time  to  time  fuch  fappl'iesiaw  the  defence  of 
the  ebunh-y,:  bSifliall  be  judged  necciSyry^;  fo  far.  as 
their  abilHibS  tWll  allow.  r>d  :rr  ; , ( , - 
-o<‘iThatf  the  people  in  thecolanieJ^  wbp  are  to  fee) 
rt»e  imitiedtate  nhichiafs  of  invaiion  aud  fiopqpeft  by  ai» 
enemy  in  the  lofs  of  their  eftates,  lives  and  Ubcrties» 
art  tyselytd  lid 'bettor  jti%c8  of  tbetplpmity  of  forces 
dbceiTary  to  bo  raefed  and  mabtaioed^  forts  tq  be  built 
and  fupported,  and  of  their  own  abilitws.  tq  bear  tbe.exr 
pence,  thaO  tlrt-p^Bkaoient  ol  £ogIft»d  gt  fq  great  a 
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; **  Tliat  governors  often  come  to  the  colonies  mere* 
Jy^ to  make  fortunes,  with  which  they  intend  to  re- 
turn to  Britain  ; arc  not  always  men  of  the  bed  abili- 
ties or  integrity,  have  many  of  them  no  eftdfcs  here, 
nor  any  natnral'conne£lions  with  us,  that  Ihould  make 
them  heartily  concerned  for  our  welfare;,  apd  mii^ht 
poihbiy  be  food  of  raihng  aud  kcepiflg  up  more  force* 
than  occeffary,  from  the  prt^ts  accruing  to  themfelves, 
land  to,  make  provihon  for  their  .friends  and  depen* 

^ants*  ' I -it  , . ..  ^ r 

« . “ That  the  counfcllorsin  ;he  mpft  of  the  colonies  be. 
iog  appointed  by  the  crown,  or  the/  rccommendauoa 


of  governors,  are  often  of  fmall  eftates,  frequently,  de- 
pend<mt  on  governors  for  pffices,.  and. . therefore  too 
much  under  influence.;  ; . , , ...  ^ , 

'\t  “.That  there  is, . therefore,  great  reafon  to  be  jea- 
lous of  a power;  in  fuch  governors  and  councils,  ta 
raife  fuch  Arms  as  they  fhall  judge  neceffary,  by  .draft 
00.  the  ford*  of  the  treafury,  to  be  afterwards  laid  oq 
the  colonies  by  aff  of  parliament,  and  paid  by  the  peo- 
ple here;'  j^ce  they  might  abnfe  it  by  proje^iog  ufe- 
lefs  expeditious,  harrafUng  the  people,  and  taking  theiq 
from  their  labour  t6  execute  fuch  projeAs,  merel)  to 
create  offices  and  em^oyments,!  and  gratify  their  der 
pendents,  and  divide  profits.  . 

' ‘ **  That  the  parliament  of  England  is  at  a great  diA. 
;ancc,  fubjeft  to  by  mifinformed  and  mifled  by  fuch  go.; 
vernbrs  ahdcoandls,  whofe  united  intereftsmight  pro- 
haWy  fecure  them  againft  the  cfeft  of  any  complaint 
from  hence.  • • .. 

' ' **  That  it  is  fiippofedan  undoubted  right  of  Englifh- 
men,  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  confent  givea 
through  tbcir^reprefentativci. 

“That  the  colqpids  have  no  rep«lei}tatiTcs  in  par^ 

liaipcnt.  ' 

• i That 
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**  That  to  propofc  taxing  them  by  parliament,  and 
fcfufing  theni  the  liberty  of  chufing  a reprefentative  ‘ 
council,  to  m'eet  in  the.,  colonies,  and  confider^and 
judge  of  the  riecetfity  of  any  general  tai,  ahd^he 
quantum,  (hews  fufpicloh  of  their  loyalty  to  the 
cfo^vn,  of ‘ their ' regard  for  thdr  couni'ry,  or  of 
their  comm'on  ferife  and' lihderftahdrng,  wliich'‘tliey' 
have  not  deferved.  •.  i>- 


•-If 

“ That  compelling  the  colonies  to  pay  ''rt'^fieV' 
Without  their  .corifent/wQuld  b?  rather  like  railing 
contributions  in  ah  enemy's  country,  than ‘taxing  of' 
Engliflimeh  for  their  own  public  benefit.  " ' ‘ ‘ 

“That  it  Would  be  tfeating  them  as  a 'conquered' 
people,  and  hot’ as  true  Britilh  fubjeAs. 


f'TI 


“ That  a tax  laid  by  the  reprefentatives  oflhe 
lonies  might  eafily  be  lelfened  as  the  occafions  lliould 
leflen,  but  being  once  laid  by  parliament  under  the’ 
influence  of  the  feprefehtations  made  by  governors. 
Would  probably  be  kept  up  and  continued  for  the 
benefit  of  governors,  to  the  grievous  burden  and'dif.! 
couragemeht  of  the  colOnief,  and  prevent’oh  of  their 
growth  and  increafe. 

“ 'fhat  a power  in  governors.  tO  march  the  inhabi- 
tants from  one  end  of  the  Britiffi  and  French  colonies 
to  the  other,  being  a country.of  at  lead  i'5oo  fquare 
miles,  without  the  approbation  or  confent  of  their  re- 
prefentaiives  firll  obtitined,  fuch  expeditions  might 
be  grievous  and  rpinous  to  the  people,  and  would 
put  them  on  a footing  with  the  fubjefts  of  France  ifi 
Canada,  that  how  grbah  under  fuch  opprclllpn  front 
their  governor,  who  for  two  yeSt(k  pad  hai  harraf- 
led  them  with  long  and  dedruftive  marches  to  the 
Ohio. 

“ That  if  the  colonies  in  a body  may  be  well  go- 
terhed  by  governors  and  councils  appointed  by  the 

G crown 
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cro^,  without  rcprefcntadyes,  particular  colonies 
may  as  well  or  better  be  fo  governed  j a tax  may  be 
laid  on  them  all  by  afl  of  .parliament  for  fupport  of* 
govemmentj  and  their  affemblies  n»y  be  difauffed  as 

ah  tifclcfs  jiart  of  the  conftftution.’  ' 

. “^  'Ihat  rte  powers  propoled  by  the  Albany  plan' 
of  uDibn,-tobc  vefteid  in.  z grand  council  reprefenta- ^ 
live  of  the  people,  even  with  regard  to  military  ’ mat- J 
icrs,  are  not  fo  great  as  thofe.^he  colonics  of  Rhode 
Ifl^and  ^ and;  Conncfticut  are  trufted  with  by  their 
charter,  and  have  never  abufed;  for  by  this  plan,' 
the  pfelident- general  is  appointed  by  the  crown,  and. 
cpniroials  all  by  his  negative but  in.^thefe  goverp-' 
me'hts  rhe  people  chufe  the  govcrnpr,  and  '.yet  allow, 
him  no, negative!  . . ..  * 

.‘‘That  the  Britifli  colonies  bordering  on  the  French^ 
the  properly  frontiers  of  the 'Britilh  empire  j and  the! 
frontiers  of  an  empire-are  properly'  defended  af  the 
joiui'expcnce  of  the  body  of'the  people.' In ‘.'  fuchj  em-' 
plrc It  would  how  be 'tlldiight' hard  1^  a£i'.^'of  . par- . 
liament  to  oblige  the  Cinq'Ue  potts  q'r  feavcdafts  of' 
Britain  to  ‘ maintain'  the  'Whole  havy,  bccaufe.  they’ 
arenrore  itnincdiatcly  defended  by  it,'  not  "aljqW^ 
them  at  the  fame^time  z'  vote'  in"  chufing  iitfcrtib'e,‘rs  of 
the  parliament  j and  if  the  frontiers  in'  America'  mufl' 
bear  tire  expcnce  of  their  own  defence;  it-Tccihs -hard* 
to  allhw  them  no  fhafe  in  Voting  the  motley,’  Judging 
of  the  ncccffity  and  Aim,’ or  advifing  the  racafures.  ' 
“!Thai  hefides  the’ taxes  nedeffiry  for  the  defence 
ofthe  frontiers,  the  cclcpieS  pay'  yearly  great  fu'ms 
to  the  mothcr-couiury  unnotic'edf^Foh taxes’  paid  in' 
Britain  by  the  landholder  dr  artificer,’  m^tift  enter  intoi 
and  incrcafe  the  price  of  the  produce  of  'find  and  of 
manufactures  made  of  it } and  great  part,  of  this  is 
; - "i- \ : paid' 
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paid  bj^confumefs  iA  ihfe  colonies,  who  thereby  pay 
a considerable  part  of  the  Britilh  taxes. 

“ We  are  reftraitied  in  our  trade  with  foreign  na- 
tions ; 'and'wberc  we  could  be  fupplitd  with  any  nia- 
tmfo^Sure!  cheaper  from  them,  butmufl:  buy  the  fame 
dearer  from  Britain,  the  difference  of  price  is  as  i 
dear  tax  ta Britain.’-' We  are  obliged  to  carry  great 
part  of  our  produce  dire£Uy  to  Britain,  and  uhere 
the  dutie«:  there  laid  upon  it  leffen  its  price  to  the 
planter,  or  « fells  for  left  than  it  would  in  foreign  mar-' 
kets,  the  difference  is  a tax  paid  to  Britain. 

Some  mannfaflures  we  could -make,  but  are  for- 
bidden, and  muA  take  them  of  Britifli  merchants; 
the  whole  price  ofthefe  is  a tax  paid  to  Britain. 

By  our  greatly  increahng  the  demand  and  con- 
fumption  of  Briciih  manufafiurcs,  their  price  is  consi- 
derably raifed  of  late  years;  their  advance  is  clear 
pro6t  to  Britain,  and  enables  its  people  better  to  pay 
great  taxes;  and  much  of  it  being  paid  by  us,  is  a clear 
tax  to  Britain. 

“ In  Short,  as  we  are  not  fuffered  to  regulate  our 
trade,  and  rcSlrain  the  importation  and  confumption’ 
of  British  fuperfluities  (as  Britain  can  the  confump-- 
tion  of  foreign  fupcrSluitics)  our  whole  wealth  centers 
finally  among  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Bri- 
tain, and  if  we  make  them  richer,  and  enable  them 
better  to  pay  their  taxes,  it  is  nearly  the  fame  as 
being  fared  ourfelves,  and  equally  beneficial  to  the 
crown. 

“ Thefc  kind  of  Secondary  taxes,  however,  we  do 
not  complain  of,  though  wc  have  no  Shai  e in  the  lay- 
ing or  difpofing  of  them;  but  to  pay  imme- 
diate heavy  taxes,  in  the  laying,  approabation, 
and  difpofition  of  which  wc  have  no  part,  and  which 
perhaps  wc  may  know  to  be  as  unncceffary  as  grieve." 

ous, 
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f US,  muft  fecD4  a hard  meafure  jto  PuglKhmeu,  who 
cannot  conceive,  that  by  hazardipg  ihtir  lives  and 
fprtuncs,  in  fubduipg  jind  fettling  new  countries,  ex- 
tending  the  dominion  and  increaiing  the  commerce  of 
their  mother  natjoo,  they  h?ve . forfeited  the  native 
p'ght  of  Britons,  which  they  thinje  ought  rather  to,  be 
given  them  as  due  to  fnch  merit,  if.  they,  h^d  been  be- 
fore in  a (late  of  flavery.  . . • ,r  • 

“ Thefc,  and  fuch  kind  of  tMngs  as  thefe,  I apr 
prehend,  will  be  faid  aqd  thought  by  the  people,  if 
the  propofed  alteration  of  the  Alb^y  plan  Ihould 
take  place.  Then  the  admioilhratioo  of  the  board  of 
governors  and  councils  fo.  appointed,  not  having  any 
reprefeptative  body  of  the  people  to  approve  an4 
unite  in  its  meafures,  and  conciliate  the  minds  of  the 
people  to  them,  will  probably  become  fufpefted  and 
odious ; dangerous  animofities  and  feuds  will  arife 
between  the  governors  and  the  governed,  and  every 
thing  go  into  confufion. 

“ Perhaps  I am  too  apprehenfive  in  this  matter  i 
hut  having  freely  given  my  opinions  and  reafons,  your 
excellency  can  judge  better  than  I whether  there  be 
any  weight  in  them,  and  the  ftiortnefs  of  the  time  al- 
lowed me,  will,  I hope,  in  fome  degree,  cxcufe  the 
imperfe^ions  of  this  icrawl. 

With  the  greateft  refpeft  and  fidelity,  I have  the 
honour  to  be,  your  excellency’s  moil  obedient  and 
moil  humble  fervant.” 


Bojlon^  Decmber  22,  i754« 

S I R, 

Since  the  converfation  ypyr  excellency  was 
pleafed  to  honour  me  with,  on  the  fulyefl  of  uniting 
the  colonics  more  intimately  with  Great  Britain,  by 
allowing  them  reprefenutives  in  parliament^  I have 
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foraething  further  coufidered  that  matter,  and  am  of 
opinion,  that  fuch  an  union  woidd  be  'very  accepta- 
ble to  the  colonies,  provided  they  had  a reafonable 
pumber  of reprefentatives  allowed  them;  and  that  all 
the  old  afts  of  parliament  reftraining  the  trade  or  cram-  ' 
ping  the  manufaflures  of  the  colonies,  be  at  the  famo 
time  repealed,  and  the  Bririlh  fubjefls  on  this  fide  tbp 
yvater  put,  in  thofe  rcfpe£ls,  on  the  fame  footing  with 
fhofe  in  Great  Britain,  till  the  new  parliament,  repre- 
senting the  whole,  Ihall  think  it  for  the  intcreft  of  thp 
whole  to  re-cnaft  fome  or  all  of  them:  It  is  not  that 
I imagine  fo  many  reprefentatives  wjH  be  allowed  die 
colonics,  as  p have  any  great  weight  by  their  num- 
bers; but  I think  there  might  by  fufficicnt  to  occa>- 
fion  thofe  laws  to  be  better  and  more  impartially 
confidercd,  ^nd  perhaps  to  •vercome  the  private  in., 
icrcft  of  a petty  cprporatiop,  or  of  any  particular  fet 
of  artificers  or  traders  ip  ^ng^^ud,  who  heretofore 
feem,  in  fome  inftances,  to  haye  been  more  regarded 
than  all  the  colonics,  or  than  was  confiftent  with  the 
general  intcreft,  or  beft  national  good.  I think  too^ 
that  the  government  of  the  colonies  by  a parliament, 
in  which  they  arc  fairly  reprefented,  would  be  vallly 
jmore  agreeable  to  the  people,  than  the  method  lately 
attempted  to  be  introduced  by  royal  inftruftions,  as 
well  as  more  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  aa  Englifh 
.cpnftitution,  and  to  Englilh  liberty ; and  that  fuch 
laws  a$  now  feem  to  bear  hard  on  the  colonies,  would 
(when  judged  by  fuch  a parliament  for  the  beft  in« 
tereft  of  the  whole)  be  more  chearfully  fubmitted  to,- 
and  more  eafily  cjcccuted. 

“ I Ihould  hope  too,  that  by  fuch  an  union,  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  people  of  the  colo- 
nies, would  learn  to  confider  thrnilcivcs,  not  as  be- 
Ipnging  iQ  a different  community,  with  different  in- 

terefts. 
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-icrefls,  but  to  one  community  with  one  intereft,  which 
I imagme  would  contribute  to  ftrengtheii  the  whole, 
and  greatly  Icflcn  the  danger  of  future  reparations. 

“ It  is,  I fuppofe,  agreed  to  be  the  general  in- 
tcrcfl  of  any  ftate,  that  its  people  be  numerous  and 
‘Tich  j men  enough  to  fight  in  its  defence,  and  enough 
to  pay  fuflicient  taxes  to  defray  the  charge ; for  thefe 
circumftances  tend  to  the  fecurity  of  the  ftate,  and 
its  proteftion  from  foreign  power : But  it  feems  not 
of  fo  much  importance  whether  the  fighting  be  done 
l>y  Johnor  Thomas,  or  the  tax  paid  by  William  or 
Charles.  The  iron  manufafrure  employs  and  en- 
riches Britifla  fubjefrs,  but  is  it  of  any  importance  to 
the  ftate,  whether  the  manufafturers  live  at  Briming- 
hamor  Sheffield,  or  both,  fince  they  are  ftill  within 
its  bounds,  and  their  wealth  and  perfons  at  its  com- 
mand? Could  the  Goodwin  Sands  be  laid  dry  by 
banks,  and  land  equal  to  a large  country  thereby 
gained  to  England,  and  prefcntly  filled  with  Englilh* 
inhabitants,  would  it  be  right  to  deprive  fuch  inhabi-' 
tants  of  the  common  privileges  enjoyed  by  other  Eng, 
lifttmen,  the  right  of  vending  their  produce  in  the 
fame  ports,  and  of  making  their  own  flioes,  becaufe 
merchant,  or  a ftiocmaker,  living  on  the  old  land, 
might  fancy  it  more  for  his  advantage  to  trade  or  make  ' 

{hoes  for  them  ? Would  this  be  right,  even  if  the 
land  vi’crc  gained  at  the  cxpence  of  the  ftate  ? And’  ■ 
would  it  not  feem  Icfs  right,  if  the  charge  and"  labour' 
gaining  the  additional  territory  to  Britain  had 
been  borne  by  the  fettlcrs  themfcives  ? And  would 
not  the  bardfliip  appear  yet  greater,  if  the  people  of 
the  new  country  fliould  be  allowed  no  reprefentatives 
in  the  parliament  enafring  fuch  irapofiiions  ? Now  I 
look  on  the  colonics  as  fo  many  counties  gained  to 
Great  Britain,  and  more  advaatageous  to  it  than  if 

they 

Digitized  by  Coogic 


' THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  fj, 

they  had  been  gained  out  of  the  fca  around  its  coafts, 
and  joined  to  its  land:  For  being  in  difierent  cli- • 
mates,  they  afford  greater  variety  of  produce,  and 
materials  for  more  manufaflures;  and  being  fepara- 
ted  by  the  ocean,  they  increafe  much  more  its  fliip- 
ping  and  fearacn;  and.fincc  they  are  included  in  the 
Britilh  empire,  which  has  only  extended  itfelf  by  their 
means;  and  the  flrength  and  wealth  of  the  parts  ia 
the  flrength  and  wealth  of  the  whole;  what  imports- 
it  to  the  general  flate,  whether  a merchant,  a fmith. 

Of  a hatter,  grow  rich  in  Old  or  New  England?,  And 
if,  through, increafe  of  people,  two  fmiths  arc  wanted 
for  one  employed ! before,  why  may  not  the  nevj 
fmith  be  allowed  to  live  and  thrive  in  the  new  coun^ 
try.  as  well  as  the  old  one  in  ihc  <jld^  In  fine,  why 
fiio^ld  the  countenance  of  a flate  be  partially  afforded 
to  its  people,  unlef*  it  be  mofl  in  favour  of  thofe,  who 
have  mofl  merit?  And  if  there  be  any  fliffercncc, 
thofe  who  have  mofl  contributed  to  enlarge  Britijin’s 
empire  .and  .commerce,  encreafe  her  flrength,  her 
wealth,  and  the  numbers  of  her  people,  at  the  rilk  of 
their  own  lives  and  private  fortunes,  in  new  and. 
ftrange  countries,  methinks  ought  rather  to  expeft 
Ibmc  preference. 

“ With  the  greatefl  refpefl  and  efleem,  I have  the 
honour  to  be. 

Your  excellency’s  mofl  obedient. 

And  mofl  humble  fervant.” 

It  is  plain  from  the  above  account,  which  Gover- 
«or  Shirley  was  intimately  acquainted  with,  that  the 
rcafon  why  the  Englilh  colonifls  received  alTiflance 
from  Britain,  was  becaufc  the  Englifh  parliament 
would  not  ruder  them  to  defend  themfcivcs,  but 
wanted  to  form  plans  of  operation  in  a country  they 

did  ^ 
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not  know,  to  drain  a perpetual  tax  from  the  colbniei 
for  an  occafional  afliftance.  They  .were  , fo  far  frOrti 
fupplicating  government  for  afliilance,  that  they  would  ‘ 
willingly  have  done  without  it,  provided  they  had 
been  permitted  to  have  purfued  their  own  meafures. 
Arguments  in  favour  of  a War  between  the  members* 
of  the  fame  empire,  ought  to  be  exceedingly  plain  and' 
felf-evi(knt,  and  the  reafons  of  engaging  in  It  fo  con-' 
■nneirig-  to  indifferent  perfobs,  and  bye-ftabders,  oci 
the  fide  of  the  party  which  pretCfids  a right  to  profe-’ 
cute  the  other,  that  there  ftiobldbe  nothing  doubtfuf. 
or  fofpicious  in  the  premifes  or  the  cOnclufion. ' Par-’ 
tiality  and  fclf-imercft  iniiy  blind  the  eyes  of  the  pat-^ 
ties  concerned;  but  the  public  at  large,  df  fuch  as  ard‘ 
not  engaged  in  the  contrdverfy,  will  judge  according  ‘ 
to  truth.  We  fhall  find  ib  theTcquel  'of  this  hiftoiy'^* 
how  differently  men  have  reafoned  upon  the  fprings#^ 
and  caufe  of  this  uphappy  and  fuinohs  wir,  aiid  hdwf 
different  parties  have  coloured  that  fide  of  'the  qoe* 
flion  they  have  efpoufed.  Arguments,  when  they  afd* 
brought  to  fupport  fabguiuary  meafbres,  hbd  much 
need  to  be  ftrong  and  Well  founded:'  every  obe  of  them 
ought  to  be  as  felf- evidently  true, 'afid  as  confilfeht 
with  the  di£>ates  of  the  divine  mind,  aS  the  precepts  o^ 
the  dccalogne,  otberwife  they  ought  never  to  be  put. 
ib  prafiiccr  - . ‘ ‘ 
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Chap.  II. 

^edi/itefs  9f  the  nation  through  the  Jloppage  of  trader 
Debates  in  parliament  concerning  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Ail — the  arguments  ufed  on  both  fides  of  the 
quejiion — the  joy  of  the  nation  upon  repealing  the 
ail — the  right  of  taxation  confirmed^  ixc, 

ANNO  DOMINI  ij66. 

It  is  no  wonder  when  we  consider  the  tranlaftioHS 
the  precceding  two  years,  that  both  this  country 
and  the  colonies  were  in  a didra^^ed  and  an  uneafy 
Situation}  commerce  was  funk,  and  the  manufactures 
were  in  a great  meafure  at  a ftand;  provifions  ex- 
ccedingly  dear,  and  many  labourers  without  employ- 
ment. Thoufands  had  no  vifible  methods  of  provi- 
ding for  themfelves  and  families,  however  willing' 
they  were  to  work  to  fupply  their  neceflities.  That 
fource  of  fupply  which  fupported  our  manufacturers 
at  home  was  now  fto[  ped:  The  colonifts  Were  neither 
able  nor  willing  to  pay  for  the  goods  they  had  re- 
ceived, nor  were  they  difpofed  to  continue  their 
ufual  trade  with  the  mother  country.  In  America 
every  thing  was  in  a date  of  anarchy  and  confufion : 
The  laws  were  fufpended,  and  the  lawlcfs  committed 
many  outrages  with  impunity.  Under  a pretence  of 
liberty,  bad  men  gave  full  reins  to  their  vicious  incli- 
nations, as  is  common  in  a date  of  univerfal  commo- 
tion. The  common  people,  who  though  they  are 
not  in  general  the  mod  vicious,  yet  are  often  eafitd 
mifledj  when  they  aflfembled  in  bodies  went  into  ex- 
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travagances  of  the  moft  licentious  kind.  Tlie  fober 
part  were  not  able  to  reftrain  the  impetuofiiy  of  a 
multitude,  without  law,  magiftracy,  or  order;  nor 
did  they  find  it  convenient  to  ufe  means  to  redrain  a 
temper,  which  they  perceived  might  on  fome  future 
occafion,  ferve  the  purpofes  they  had  in  view.  They 
were  deQgncd  to  oppofe  the  damp  a£l,  and  they 
cold  do  nothing  without  the  aid  of  the  people. 

There  were  two  things  which  gave  the  colonids 
an  advantage  over  our  manufadurers  at-home,  they 
were  in  podedlon  of  large  quantities  of  Britilh  goods, 
which  were  yet  unpaid,  and  they  had  an  extcnfive 
country  abounding  with  many  neceffary  articles 
fitted  for  all  the  conveniences  of  life.  • Thefc  prevent- 
ed them  from  feeling  fo  fmartly  the  immediate  efi^^ 
of  this  univerfal  dagnation  in  bufinefs,  occafioned  by 
the  damp  aft.  To  thefe  may  be  added  the  flame 
of  zeal  for  liberty  being  put  in  fuch  a drong  agi- 
tation by  this  new  law,  made  them  bear  difficulties 
which  in  other  cafes  would  have  been  intolerable. 

Our  manufafturers  at  home  not  being  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  fame  enthufiafm,  were  ready  to  defpond 
and  fink  at  the  profpeft  of  their  future  diftrefTeS;  and 
as  many  of  them  had  lavUhly  fquandered  what  they 
had  earned  by  their  labour,  they  had  laid  nothing 
up  for  a time  of  calamity.  They  were  therefore  op- 
preffed,  without  having  tlie  fame  fource  of  animation 
which  fupported  the  colonids.  The  million  of  debt 
which  the  Americans  owed  the  merchants  in  this 
country,  rendered  them  incapable  to  carry  on  bufinefs 
as  formerly,  and  the  effefts  of  this  evil  were  foon  felt 
feverely.  The  poor  rates  encreafed ; the  poor  were 
ill  provided  for,  and  the  nation  complained ; univer- 
fal difeontent  reigned  in  every  quarter  of  the  empire, 
and  the  mioidry  were  blame4  for  all.  Some  at  home 

were 
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were  for  enforcing  the  ftamp  aft  by  military  power 
at  once,  and  for  fending  a powerful  armament  to 
give  faflftion  to  this  new  aft  of  parliament.  Others 
confidered  this  meafure  as  both  impolitic  andurnatu- 
rai;  like  making  one  member  of  the  body  deitioy 
another,  and  aihrmed  that  it  would  be  better  to  repeal 
the  aft  than  walte  any  part  of  the  empire  with  fire 
and  fword.  This  was  undoubtedly  both  a rauonal 
and  judicious  opinion;  for  though  they  fbould  have 
forced  the  Americans  to  have  fuflfered  the  ftamps  to 
have,  continued,  they  could  not  have  forced  them  to 
have  ufed  them,  except  they  had  pleafed,  unlefs  in 
certain  cafes ; for  provided  they  had  been  difpofed 
to  have  mifted  one  another  upon  common  paper, 
would  have  had  no  need  of  (lamps  to  make  their 
dedds  legal;  nor  could  they  have  forced  them  to 
have  taken  all  their  necclTarics  from  Britain,  when 
they  could  have,  and  make  them  at  home,  without 
reducing  them  to  a (late  of  mere  llavery. 

jThe  minidry  on  this  occalion  were  much  perplex- 
ed: They  were  prelTed  on  the  one  hand  to  enforce 
the  law  by  coercive  meafurcs,  and  on  the  other  hand 
defired  to  repeal  the  damp  aft.  The  promoters  of 
the  damp  law  meant  to  embarrafs  the  rainidry  by 
perfuading  them  to  ufe  violent  mcafiires,  and  then 
the  reproach  would  have  fallen  upon  the  minider, 
and  they  would  have  been  forgotten  in  the  general 
odium.  On  the  other  hand,  the  courtiers,  and 
their  indruments  were  ready  to  charge  them  with 
facrilicing  the  honour  of  the  nation  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown.  This  minidry,  which  has  dnee 
gone  by  the  name  of  the  Rockingham  miniflry,  met  - 
with_  much  oppofition  in  all  their  procpcdinirs,  bo*h 
from  feme  popular  men,  and  many  of  another  cha-  • 
rafter  j but  they  pvtrfucd  fvich  meafurcs  as  gained 
. • ' . ihein 
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them  credit  with  the  nation,  and  when  they  were 
changed  gave  up  without  penfton,  place,  or  emolumnu 
I cannot  help  here  reciting  a paffage  from  the  An- 
nual Regifter,  which  (hews  what  the  miniftry  had  to 
ftruggle  with  at  this  critical  period.  Says  the  author, 
“ There  were  not  few  that  kept  aloof  from,  and  in 
due  lime  declared  againft  the  miniftry,  upon  fome 
fymptoms  which  appeared  early,  of  their  wahting 
“ that  countenance,  which  as  it  has  been  favoura- 
ble  or  adverfe,  has  determined  the  fortune  of  the 
fcveral  fucceflive  fyftcms  of  adminiftration  for  fome 
“ years  part.  This  part  of  the  oppofition  for  very 
“ obvious  reafons,  was  by  much  the  mod  danger-' 
' ous.” 

But  the  miniftry  had,  what  few  fince  can  pretend 
to,  fair  and  clear  chara£lers,  and  though  they  were 
young  in  office,  were  in  high  efteem  with  the  nation; 
their  integrity  was  above  fufpicion,  and  iheir  abilities 
feemed  to  encreafe  with  the  difficulties  of  their  em- 
ployment. Their  conftant  attachment  to  the  caufe 
of  liberty  had  procured  them  the  confidence  and 
goodwill  of  the  people,  both  which  they  enjoyed  in 
a very  exalted  degree.  This  (hewed  both  their  good 
fenfe,  and  the  foundnefs  of  their  principles,  that 
though  they  were  in  an  immediate  fenfe  the  fervants 
of  the  fovereign,  yet  they  would  not  employ  their 
power  and  authority  for  any  other  purpofe  except 
the  good  of  the  fubjeft?.  Confidering  the  diflScultics 
they  had  to  combat,  they  fhewed  as  much  political 
wifdom  and  fagacity  as  any  minifters  have  done  for 
many  years.  And  it  is  no  reproach  to  the  memory 
of  Mr  Pitt,  to  affirm  that  they  behaved  with  as  much 
wifdom  and  fteadinefs,  in  as  difficult  a fauation,  as 
ever  was  exemplified  in  his  miniftry.  They  had  a 
multitude  of  jarring  iutcccfts  to  reconcile,  a divided 
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empire  to  unite,  and  the  mifcarriagcs  of  the  paft  ' mi- 
niary  to  reftify,  and  befides  an  aniinofiiy  among  bre- 
thren to  overcome,  which  is  worfc  to  rcmovethen  even 
to  conquer  an  enemy. 

What  their  encmiesimagined  was  irapoffible  for  them 
to  accompliih,  they  effefted;  they  both  prefervcd  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  and  nation,  and  prevented  the 
fubje£h  from  dcftroying  one  another.  All  their  dif- 
fpatches  to  the  different  govfcmors,  were  delivered  with 
firmnefs  and  temper,  which,  when  they  were  examined 
before  the  commons  did  them  great  honour;  they 
were  found  neither  to  have  driven  the  colonies  to  dcf- 
peratioD,  nor  to  have  yielded  up  the  dignity  of  the 
crown  and  nation  in  any  particular.  In  this  admini- 
a ration  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  one  of  the  fecrc-« 
laries  of  ftaie,  whofc  abilities  as  Well  as  integrity  has 
fince  (hone  forth  confpicuoudy  on  the  fide  of  true  pa- 
triotifm.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  he  had  a fiiare  ia 
the  wife  direction  of  meafures  at  this  time. 

The  prudent  management  of  the  miniftry  on  this 
occafion,  was  feverely  cenfured  by  thofc  Who  were 
then  and  have  been  fince  for  violent  meafures;  their 
conduft  was  called  weak,  pufxllanimous,  and  feeble,' 
their  meafures  undetermined  and  without  defign.- 
But  the  reafon  of  this  cenfure  was  obvious ; they  faw' 
that  by  the  repeal  of  meafures  which  they  had  pro-i 
moted,  difgrace  would  fall  upon  them,  and  they 
wanted  to  fee  the  executive  power  erabarrafled  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  parliament  fo  far,  that  the  legifla- 
ture  could  nqt  in  honour  recede  from  fupporiing  iu 
For  this  reafon  the  moderation  of  the  Rockingham 
adminiftration  was  mod  feverely  cenfured  by  the  op-' 
pofition.  'I  he  controverfy  began  now  to  be  difeufifed 
at  large,  and  many  pamphlets  were  publilhed  on  both 
fides  of  the  que(lioo,  with  very  little  temper.  Had  the 
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caufc  dq>eiidcd  upon  the  clearnefs  and  force  of  ar- 
gament,  or  had  each  party  put  thcmfclves  in  the 
others  place  for  a little  time,  the  controverfy  might 
foon  have  been  ended.  But  when  perfons  in  power 
form  arguments  concerning  the  rights  of  other  men, 
they  arc  often  ready  to  be  fo  blinded  with  the  inroxica- 
ting  idea  of  domimon,  that  they-cannot  perceire  the 
t^iith  clearly  j and  thole  who  defend  their  own  rights 
ifrhcii  they  have  a jcaloufy  of  government,  arc  ready 
fo  mingle  envy  with  found  'rCafoning.  It  is  not  to  be 
foppofedthat  men. under  the  influence  of  rhe-fpirit  of 
party,  will  clej^Iy  fee  and  admit  all  the  force  of  their 
opponents  arguments  j after  times  will  determine 
V 'With  more  impti-tiality  and  juftnets  which  of  the  ar- 
gnments  nfed  in  this  difpute  are  the  moil  foltd  and 
^nvinciog.  Ihe  impartial  hiftorian  cannot  help  in 
his  own  judgment  tP  take  a ftdej'  but  with  regard  to' 
I}is  deternninations  for  others,  ought  not  to  be  too  po-» 
fidve.  I lhaU  as  briefly  as  poflible  give  an  abftraft  of 
the  arguments  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  and  leave 
the  reader  to  determine  for  himfclf  on  which  fide  tijc 
truth  reds.  But  it  mud  be  obferved  that  while  the 
colonics  carry  their  ideas  of  liberty  to  the  highed 
pitch,  their  opponents  feem  to  imagine  that  a perfon. 
by  becoming  a colonid,  forfeits  every  birthright  and; 
privilege  of  an  £ngliflitr.an, 

. When  the  point  concerning  the  right  of  taxation 
came  to  be  debated  in  parliament,  it  was  faid  upon  the  - 
fide  of  the  coipnics,  “ That  by  going  up  to  magna  • 
eharta,  and  referring  to  feveral  writs  upon  record,: 
iffued  out  for  the^  purpofe  of  raifing  taxes  for  the 
crown,  and  fending  re  prefen  tatives  to  parliament, 
aiwell  as  from- the  bill  of  rights,  it  appears  through- 
out the  whoje  hidory  of  our  conditution,  that  no 
Britifti  fubjeft  can  be  taxed  except  per  camviunem^ 
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(finfenfum  parliamentiy  th^t  is,  of  hiiofe^^  or  l?i3  Own 
reprefentative ; and  this  is  that  firft  and  g.?ner^  right 
as  Britifli  fubjcfts,  with  which  the  firft  mh^bitaflts  of 

the  colonies  emigrated}  for  the  right  d«ea  not  de- 
pend upon  their  charters  : the  chai^ters  w?re  but  the 
exterior  modeling  of  the  coihlitution  of  the  coloaies : 
but  the  great  interior  fundatocntal  of  theif  conftth^* 
tion,  is  this  general  right  of  a BrUiOi  fuh>^  which 
is  the  very  firft  principle  of  Britilh  liberty, -r-No 
man  ftiall  be  taxed  biii  by  himfeU,  or  by  his  repre- 

fentativc.  n.  t>  i 

“ That  the  counties  palatyie  of  Chefter,  Durham^ 

and  Lancafter,  were  not  taxed  but  ii>  their  own  aflemr 
blics  or  parliament;  till  a;  different  period^  in  <JW 
hiftory  they  \ycre  mjcltcd  ipto  our  prefent  form  of  par- 
liamentary reprefentation.  ,That  the  bpdy  of  the 
clergy  till  very  lately  taxed  thenjfelves,  and  granted 
the  king  benevolences.  Tfiat  the  raarch.es  of,  Walo« 
bad  a right  of  taxing  themfelves,  till  they  had  fent 
members  to  parliament.  And  from  this  circumftance 
has  continued  the  ftile  of  the  king’s  proclamations 
"and  of  our  a£ls  of  parliament  to,  this  day,  althoijgh 
nnneceffarily  to  be  named,  cfpecially  the  principality,  of 
Wales,  and  the  town  of  Monmouth,  as  ifi^y  do  that 
"of  Berwick. 

**  That  many  people  carry  their  idea  of  a parlia- 
ment  too  far,  in  fuppofing  tbat  a parliament,  can  dp 
every  thing;  but  that  is  not  true,  and  if  it  were,  it  is 
Vot  right  conftitutionally,  for  there  might  bp  an  arbi- 
trary power  in  parliament  as  well  as  in,  pnp  man, 
vThcfe  are  many  things  a parliament  cannot  dp.  It 
cannot  make  itfelf  executive,  nor  difpofe  of  offices  that 
belong  to  the  crowm.  It  cannot  take  any  man’s  pro- 
^ perry,  even  that  of  the  meaneft  cottager,  as  in  the 
cafes  ofinclofurcs,  without  his  being  heard. 
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“The lords  cannot  rejeft  a money  bill  from  thd 
commons,  nor  the  commons  ereft  themfelves  into  a 
court  of  juftice.  The  parliament  could  not  tax  the 
clergy,  till  fuch  time  as  they  were  reprefented  in  par- 
liament. Korean  the  parliament  of  England  tax  Ire- 
land. The  charters  of  the  colonies,  which  are  deri- 
ved  from  the  prerogative,  are  in  faft  only  fo  many 
grants  from  the  crown,  are  not  the  only  rights  the 
colonics  have  to  being  reprefented  before  they  are 
taxed:  they  as  Britifh  fubjefts  take  up  their  rights 
and  liberties  from  a higher  origin  than  their  charters 
only.  They  take  them  up  from  the  fame  origin  and 
foundation,  froni  whence  they  flow  to  all  Englifli- 
men,  from  magna  charta,  and  the  natural  right  of  the 
fubjeft.  By  that  rule  of  right,  the  charters  of  the 
colonies,  like  all  other  crown  grants,  are  to  be  re- 
ftrifted  and  interpreted,  for  the  benefit,  not  the  pre- 
judice of  the  fubjefts.  Had  the  firfl  inhabitants  of 
the  colonies  renounced  all  connexion  with  their  mo- 
ther country,  they  might  have  renounced  their  ori- 
ginal right;  but  when  they  emigrated  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  crown,  and  the  national  fanftion,  they 
went  out  from  hence  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  with  all  the  firfl;  great  privileges  of  Englilh- 
men  on  their  backs.  But  at  the  fame  they  were  not 
bound,  nor  could  be  bound  by  the  penal  laws  of  this 
country,  from  the  feverity  of  which  they  fled,  to  cli- 
mates remote  from  the  heavy  hand  of  power;  and 
which  they  hoped  to  find  more  friendly  to  their  prin- 
ciples of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  It  is  upon  this 
ground  that  it  has  been  univerfally  received  as  law, 
that  no  afts  of  parliament  made  here,  and  particu- 
larly thofe  which  enaft  any  penalties,  are  binding  upon 
the  colonifts,  unlefs  they  are  exprefily  named.  ’1  he 

inhabitants  of  the  colonics  once  removed  from  the 
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dftmcftic  Icgiflation  of  the  mother  country,  no 
more  dependent  upon  it  in  the  general  fyftcm,  than 
the  IJle  if  Man  is,  or  than  in  the  feudal  fyftem  of 
Europe  many  fubordinate  principalities  are  depen- 
dent on  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Seignior  Suzerai «,  or 
Lord  Parainount,  but  owing  only  a limited  obedience^ 

It  is  not  meant  by  what  has  been  faid,  to  effect 
the  cafe  of  any  external  duties  laid  upon  their  ports, 
or  of  any  reftri£Hons,  which  by  the  aft  of  navigation* 
or  other  afts,  are  laid  upon  their  commerce ; for 
they  are  in  the  fame  cafe  as  all  other  Colonies  belong- 
ing to  the  reft  of  the  maritime  powers  in  Europe*  who 
have  Ihut  up  their  colonies.  Which  out-greW  their 
mother  countries,  Aich  as  Carthage,  the  northern 
emigrants,’ &c.  ‘Precedents  were  alfo  quoted  from  ’ , 
what  happened  in  the  Netherlands,  and  other  places, 
which  ihould  ferve  as  a beacon  to  warn  us  from  ' 
purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  brought  about  thohf  revolu« 
tions.’* 

The  arguments  that  were  ufcd  without  doors  on 
both  (ides  were  much  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 
following : “ What  a noife,”  fays  an  advocate  on  the 
one  fide,  “ have  We  had  of  late  about  American 
charters,  American  legiflation,  American  freeholders, 
and  the  privileges  of  tbofe  freeholders?  But  is  there 
hny  Icgiflation  in  America  ? Are  there  any  freeholders 
there  ? No  mao  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  law  of 
England  will  aflert  that  there  is  any  legiflation  in  - 
America,  or  one  freeholder  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

The  king  has  no  power  of  legiflation,  and  he  cannot 
by  his  charters  convey  to  any  clals  of  bis  fubjefts  a 
power  not  rcfldent  in  the  crown.  The  parliament, 
fncludiog  his  majefty,  as  the  head  thereof,  has  a 
power  of  Icgiflation,  but  they  poflefs  that  power  una- 
lienably. 
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**  The  power  of  kgiflation  is  not  9 chattle  to  b« 
difpofcd  of  by  gram  or  other  confeyance.  It  is  a 
trull  granted  by  the  coimnon  law  for  the  goo(l  of  the. 
community,  and  fur  their  good  muA  remain  with  the 
auguil  body  in  which  it  refidcs.  The  power  of  ma- 
king bye  laws,  for  the  utility  of  fubordinate  bodies 
politic,  is  a quite  different  affair.  That  power  is  of- 
ten created  by  the  parliament,  which  has  effenuaily,7 
in  irfrlf,  all  the  powers  pf  goremmenL  But  charters 
from  the  crown,  not  confirmed  io  parliament,  cap, 
convey  no  jurifdiftion  whatever,  becaofe  the  king  is 
not  the  fountain  of  law,  as  be  is  of  honour. 

**  AH  onr  courts,  frpra  thofc  in  Wcftmipffcr-hair 
to  thofe  in  manors,  are  founded  on  the  cuilptn  ofj 
England,  time  out  of  mind^  or  upon  the  law  of  the 
land ; that  is,  ftatutes  made  in  farltamti^  The  par<? 
liament  only  can  create  new  courts  and  new  ^unfdu:- 
cions.  But  as  the  king  muff  govern  by  the  law,  he* 
cannot  make  that  law  upon  which  his  authority  reffs, 
nor  by  his  charters  convey  to  others  a power  which 
he  enjoys  not. 

Every  foot  of  ground  in  England  lies  in  Como 
manor,  which  is  irfelf  the  creatuie  of  cuffom  time  out 
of  mirid.  Thefe  mah'nrs  anxiemly  poffcffed  ail  j«ui£f 
dt^ion  civil  and  criminal  ; and  this  jurifdi£lioQ  was 
exened  in  the  coun  of  freeholders,  in  which  the 
lord,  or  his  fteward,  was  the  judge,  the  freeholUers 
ferving  as  jurors,  by  virtue,  of  their  freeholds.  Thus 
you  fee  tiiat  our  freeholders  are,  by  virtue  of  their 
freehold,  poif  fled  of  a radical  judicative  authority  in 
m.mor'i  which  they  are  eotitlcd  to  by  the  common 
law,  and  poffefs  their  eftates  by  the  fame  tenure  by 
which  his  majefty  holds  his  crown.  They  arc  indebt- 
ed to  no  prince  for  this  effate  and  judkatirc  autho- 
rity thereto  appendant.  Their  title. to  their  lands  is 
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a tide  of  iddepeodence*  and  in  every  refpe^t  equal 
to  the  royal  title  by  which  the  crown  is  iield. 

And  as  thefe  freehold  ellates  arc  of  a very  par< 
ticular  nature  with  refpcfV  to  their  origin,  fo  they 
are  conveyed  in  a very  panicu:ar  manner.  They  can- 
bot  be  taken  by  a writ  of  JUri facias.  And  if  they  arc 
fcized  by  a writ  . of  one  aiouty  only  of  the  eliate 
can  be  applied,  for  pdymen*  of  the  debt  and  codsoa 
which  the  judgment  is  founded,  the  other  moiety  n ull 
rethum  for  his  fupport  and  maintenance.  Tiie  free* 
hold  defeends  to  the  heir,  difebarged  of  all  debts,  or 
ipecialties. 

“ Now,  we  have  feed  whtt  fUi.EtigUih  freehold  is^ 
Arc  there  any  fuch  ellates  in  America f lam  certain 
there  are  not.  There  can  be  no  manors  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  for  we  can  Ihew  the  origin  of  their  le* 
&ttres«  Their  propenies,  pretended  legiflative  autho* 
Thy,  and  the  cxiftcncc  of  what  they  call  fi  ccholds  can 
be  traced  from  prerogative.  Are  our  freeholds  ow^ 
iflg  to  human  beneficence?  No;  We  can  name  feve- 
ral  perfoDS  who  opprefled  us;  but  the  Americans 
can  point  out  Done  Who  have  conferred  upon  us  our 
ellates,  or  any  privileges  whatever.  lis  there  an  eftate 
in  America  which  mlty  not  be  itaken  by  the  fame 
writ  that  takes  in  execution  a negro  or  a horfe  ? The 
whole  courfe  of  chancery  proves  that  their  ellates  are 
-only  commercial  chahles,  fubjefl  to  the  dtfpofitibn  of 
the  tall  will  of  the  owner^  and  chargeable  wttli  all  the 
debts  of  the  deceafed  proprietor.  And  led  any  doubt 
ihould  arife  about  the  propriety  of  thefe  decrees  in 
equity,  equaliziog  a foreign  plantation  to  a perforal 
edate,  there  was  a ftatate  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the 
preceding  reign,  deciarattve  of  the  common  law  in 
this  refpefl,  and  ftararing  that  foreign  plantations 
fiioald  c^y  be  regarded  in  the  light  pf  perfonal  elbtes 
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After  that  law,  what  man  in  his  right  fenfes  can  dtgnV; 
fy  thofe  eftates  with  the  name  of  freeholds  ? - 

“ The  American  eftates  are  deftitute  of  the  principal 
charafteriftic  of  a freehold.  They  are  derived  front 
royal  grants  for  the  improvement  of  commerce.  The 
pretended  American  freeholders  are  not  original  mem> 
bers  of  any  court,  by  virtue  of  their  freeholds.  'Ihey 
have  no  manors,  nor  manor-courts  in  America,  and 
confequently  no  courts  to  which  the  pretended  Ame- 
rican freeholders  repair,  by  virtue  of  their  freeholds, 
and  in  confequence  of  a'title  paramount  to  all  human 
laws.  Why  then  (hould  they  pretend  to  equalize 
their  fuppofed  freeholds  with  ours  ? An  abfolute  ig- 
norance of  all  and  common-fenfe  could  only  give 
birth  to  fucb  injudicious'  condud.  Our  freeholders 
have  a (hare  in  the  Icgtflation ; becaufe  by  cuftoms  as 
ancient  as  thofe  that  eftabliih  government,  they  are 
entitled  to  rule  in  a cenain  diftrift  of  the  kiogdoip. 
Can  the  Americans  boaft  of  the  exiftence  of  any  fuch 
cuftoms  among  them,  or  of  eftates  and  judicative  au- 
thority derived  out  of.thefe  cuftoms?  Why  then  ihou^ 
the  pretend  to  be  freeholders,  and  as  fuch  only  fulv 
jeff  to  the  Icgiflaiion  of  their  own  election, 

**  The  Americans  will,  perhaps,  reply,  that  they 
ferve  on  juiics'wuen  called  by  the  King’s  writ  .into 
the  fuprerae  court  of  their  refpeftive  provinces.  >!•  But 
this  happens  not  as  witl^  u&by  the  exceileocy  .of  i tei* 
nures,  whofe  origin  is  unknown,  but  is  owing 'to  the 
grace  of  thofe  princes  who,  without  the  authority  of 
law,  granted  them  that  - con ftitution.  Are  tenures 
flowinyfrom  the  prince  equal  ,tO' tenures  held  inde- 
pendent of  the  crown  ? Surely  not.  The  Americans 
have  no  rights  but  from  royal  grants;  and  of  .confe- 
qnence  thofe  rights  muft  not  be  extended  beyond  their 
natural  meaning,  or  interpreted  to  the  prejudice  qf 
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thofe  who  by  an  inherent  right,  independent  of  th^ 
crown,  govern  the  whoic  kingdom.  The  privileges 
of  perfons  claiming  under  fo  high  a tenure,  cannot  be 
impaired  by  deeds  from  the  crown,  and  confeqpentljr 
the  government  of  cur  parliament  mud  reach  over  all 
the  Englilh  dominions,  as  if  no  fuch  grants  had  been 
made,  and  no  eftates  derived  out  of  them.”  . 

A Writer  on  the  other  fi^c  fays,  “ The  quedion.if 
properly  underftpod,  is  not  concerning  a threepenny 
Jiawpy  but  liberty*  Not  that  liberty  which  is  the  tool  <x 
contending  parties,  jhp  key  to  power,  or  the  revi- 
ler  of  a minifter’s  cradle;  but /Aa/ true  and  genuine 
liberty  which  expan4$  and  ennobles  the  heart  of  ^he 
pooreft  freeholder,  and  prevents  his  property  fropi 
being  touched,  but  by  the  permilllon  of  thofc  who  by 
tlte  conditution  are  his  reprefentatives  in  parliament.- 

“ The  infatuation  of  fome  people  here,  while  they 
endeavour  by  the  mod  frivolous  arguments,  to  eda- 
blilh  a right  to  tax  America,  in  direff  violation  of  this 
animating  principle  of  their  conditution,  is  to  the  lad 
degree  deplorable.  It  (hall  be  my  endeavours  to  (hew 
here  in  a few  words,  how  fuch  a right  would  be  di- 
rcflly  fubverfive  of  our  conditution,  and  therefore  of 
oor  liberties.  And  here,  I fliall  not  enter  into  the 
queftion  whether  America  be  in  the  manor  of  Ead- 
prccnwich,  (a  frivolous  equivocation  derived  from 
thp  cafual  ufe  of  this  expreffion  in  the  Maflachufett’s 
charter  of  King  Charles  the  fecond)  noir  yet  whether 
An^prican  corn  be  indi^ejiible  or  unpalatable,  (though 
1 profefs  I think  it  exceedingly  palatable)  becaufe  thefe 
do  notfeenj  to  nne  to  be  quite  periinent  to  the  difpute, 
and  arc  indeed  unworthy  refutation  or  aniraadverfion. 
The  lands  in  America  are  as  much  freehold  and  derive 
fhat  tenure  from  the  famg  hand,  as  are  the  lands  of 
England ; and  the  holders  of  them,  on  the  fame  tenure, 
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arc  as  mnth  freeholders  as  thofe  of  England.  Now 
it  muft  be  kno\^’n  to  every  one,  that,  at  this  day,  there 
Is  not  a freeholder  in  England  who  does  not  give  his 
tote  for  a rcprefeqtativc  ih  the  affembly  of  tne  com- 
ttobs  of  England ; who  from  thence  derive  their  name, 
and  their  foie  right  of  taxing  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple. Nor  is  there  any  freeholder  in  the  nation  fo  ig- 
norant of  his  right,  and  of  the  fotindation  of  his  li- 
berty, that  he  would  not  complain  of  a violation  of  it 
!f  he  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  voting  for  fuch 
i repreftntative;  yet  we  are  fubjefrhig  the  Aineri- 
tan  freeholders  to  that  tcry  grievance,  of  which  we 
Onrfelves  would  complain  as  deftmftiveof  ourfrecdoin ; 
^e  are  fubjefring  them  to  be  taxed  by  reprefenta- 
tives,  in  the  eleftion  of  whom  they  have  not  one  voice. 
They  are  freeholders  as  we  are,  they  choofe  repri- 
Icfttatives  to  tax  theiU  as  we  do;  and  it  feems  incon- 
liftcnt  with  the  nature  of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  and 
fubverfive  of  the  freedom  of  the  common  people, 
that  the  property  of  a freeholder  fliould  be  taxed  by 
any  reprefentatives  but  thofe  for  which  he  votes,  and 
.thereby  empowers  to  tax  him.  Let  the  cafe,  for  a 
ttiorncnt,  be  our  own,  and  fuppofe  ourfelvcs  liable  to 
be  taxed  by  reprefentatives  chofen  by  the  freeholders 

America;  fhould  we  hefitate  an  inftant  in  dccld. 
ring  it  an  abfolute  violation  of  our  libery,  and  a fla^idi 
impofuion?  Therefore  the  right  of  taxing  the  Ame- 
rican freeholders,  which  fofne  Would  cftablilh  here, 
mud  needs  feem  as  uhconftitutional  and  arbitrary 
with  refpe^t  to  the  Americans.  With  what  juftice 
then  can  we  thus  attempt  to  violate  the  liberty  of 
the  Americans?  Is  not  this  the  height  of  infatua- 
tion ? 

“ Having  thus  proved,  upon  fair  and  linqueflion- 
;tblc  principles,  tha^  wc  can  have  no  right  to  tax 
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the  freeholders  in  Amerka^  I (hall  add  a wprd  Pr . 
two  upon  what  is  termed  a rebellion  in  America.  The 
only  occurrences  there,  which  can  have  given  the  Icaft 
ground  for  fuch  a charge,  are  the  tumultous  proceed* 
ings  of  the  mob,  and  the  refolves  of  the  affcmblics. 
"With  regard  to  the  former,  I would  only  beg  leave  to 
aik,  whether  it  is  ufualto  call  the  riotous  anions  of  a mob 
rebellion  ? Were  the  weavers,  when  they  aifcmbled 
together,  fnrrouoded  the  parliameot*houfe,  offered 
iBod  dangerous  violence  to  the  coach  of  a noble  peer, 
and  if  I miftake  not,  did  him  .a  perfonal  injury,  at- 
tempted CO  pull  down  his  houfe,  and  aflaulted  his  ma- 
jefty’s  guards  with  Hones,  fo  as  to  occafion  the  death 
of  fome  pf  them,  were  they  called  rebels ^ or  rioters? 
Has  the  American  mob  been  more  outrageous  ? and 
are  they  and  the  whole  coloniftsof  America,  who  never 
were  guilty  of  any  fuch  riots,  to  be  branded  with  the 
mod  odious  and  detefted  name  of  rebels  f Let  us  now 
conftder  how  far  the  refolves  of  the  American  aiTem- 
blies  can  be  called  rebellious.  I have  already  proved, 
that  England  can  have  no  right  to  tax  America.  The 
Hamp-aH  fcemed  to  them  therefore  unconflitutional, 
and  a dircH  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  American 
aifetnblies,  who  are  the  true  and  only  reprefentativcs 
of  the  freeholders,  and  have  the  foie  conftitutional 
right  of  taxing  their  property.  The  all'crablies,  by 
their  refolves,  immediately  afferted  their  rights,  and 
remonftrated  againft  this  infringement  of  them,  with 
a fpirit  and  freedom  which  was  well  worthy  the  free 
rcprefentatives  of  a free  people*,  aiul  can  this  be 
termed  rebellion  ? In  France,  in  Germany,  in  Alia*, 
it  might  have  been  eftecmcd  Inch ; and  is  it  not  a 
melancholy  proof,  that  this  country  is  degenerating 
into  their  fervile  ila:e  and  abjed  fcntiments,  when 
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the  yoice  of  freedom,  and  the  alTertion  of  liberty, 
meets  with  the  fame  cftimatioo?  The  American  affera- 
blies  were  impelled  to  thefe  refoivcs  by  the  ftrong- 
eft  motives  of  juflice  to  themfclves,  to  their  conftitu- 
ehts,  and  to  their  pofterity.  Had  they  tamely  fur- 
rendered  their  liberties,  they  had  been  the  mofl  con- 
temptible of  mankind ; they  bravely  alTered  them,  and 

^FC 

There  is  no  othef  method  to  convinte  cithef  party 
of  the  weaknefs  of  their  arguments,  than  firft  to  make 
them  confider  •whether  the  authority  to  tatf  belongs 
to  England  or  to  Engliftimen,  and  provided  the  pre- 
fent  inhabitants  who  are  no\v  in  England  were  in  A- 
merica,  and  the  coloniffs  in  England,  would  the  right 
of  taxation  be  continued  or  altered  ? If  it  belohg  td 
this  country,  in  confequence  of  the  right  of  manor- 
£hip,  who  ever  fucceeds  to  the  manors  muft  have  at 
claim  of  right  to  liberty,  and  nobody  elfe  j and  if  the 
colonifts  were  to  change  with  the  prcfent  inhabitants^ 
they  would  have  a right  to  tax  them,  which  they 
would  not  be  ready  to  fubmit  to. ' The  claims  of  fd 
cxtefifive  liberty  as  the  colohifts  require,  ap^ar  in- 
confiftcnt  with  their  former  connexions  with  their 
tnother  country,  and  the  authority  which  the  mother 
country  claims  as  her  right  over  the  colonifts,  makes 
her  rather  a ftep-mother  than  a kihd  parent.  Werd 
they  to  change  fituatidns,  neither  the  one  nor  the  • 
other  flionld  incline  to  ha^^e  foch  treatment,  as  they  od 
thisoccafion  were  dlfpofed  to  give  each  other,  tjp- 
^n  the  principles  of  nature  and  reafon  the  coloniftS 
'main  arguments  cannot  be  confuted;  upon  the  mutual 
policy  of  the  prcfent  government  of  the  empire  thc^ 
have  no  force.  It  is  a part  of  the  Unhappinefs  of  all 
the  prcfent  fyftcms  of  government,  that  in  thcfti  rCa- 
fon  andpolicyarcfrcqueDtlyaivariar.ee,  and  the  paf- 
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ilons  and  intercAs  of  leading  inen,  prevail  more  power* 
fully,  than  the  general  good  of  fociety.  It  is  the 
bell  government  where  ajuft  balance  is  kept, — where 
the  -iaterell  of  every  man  is  the  general  good  of  the 
whole.  This  is  a maxim  that  might  be  praftifed  pro- 
vided policy  was  founded  upon  morality:  but  in  the 
prefent  Hate  of  nations  it  is  only  a fpeculation,  which 
is  a great  pity. 

Two  bills  were  brought  in  this  felTion  of  parliament, 
one  for  fecuring  the  dependency  of  the  colonies  up- 
. on  the  mother  country,  and  another  for  repealing  ttus 
flarop-a£t.  The  firH  met  with  no  oppofition,  the  lat- 
ter was  warmly  difputed. 

The  enemies  of  the  miniftry,  who  were  many  of 
them,  under  a fecret  influence,  which  fome  think 
has  been  baneful  to  tbefe  kingdoms,  ftrained  every 
• nerve  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the'  ftamp-a£l.'  Argu- 
ments were  drawn  from  the  outrageoufnefe  of  the  be- 
haviour of  the  Americans,  and  the  infult  they  had  of- 
fered to  the  dignity  of  the  Englifli  government,  and 
the  confequences  that  would  follow  provided  the  afl 
was  repealed. — That  it  would  fhew  fuch  weaknefs  and 
pulillanimity  in  government,  as  would  encourage 
the  Colonifls  to  give  frefli  affronts,  and  leflen  the  re- 
fpeftof  the  King’s  fubjefts  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown, 
and  the  authority  of  the  laws.  It  was  urged  funher, 
that  as  the  power  of  taxation  was  an  cfTential  branch 
of  authority,  it  ought  in  juftice  to  be  exercifed  over 
all  the  members  of  the  empire,  in  proportion  to  their 
feveral  abilities ; that  it  would  fliew  a degree  of  partia- 
lity unworthy  of  good  government,  to  exempt  one  part 
of  the  fubjcfls  from  a duty  which  others  were  obliged 
to  pay,  and  from  burdens  which  the  reft  of  the  commu- 
nity were  under  a nccclTity.to  bear. — That  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  iroft  repofed  by  the  people  in  the  legifla. 
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tare,  and  tended  to  deftroy  all  confidence  upon  which 
gOTcmment  is  founded.  It  was  denied  that  the  colo- 
nifts  were  unable  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  tax  impo- 
fed  by  theftamp-aa , and  it  was  afferted  as  ,an  inftuncc 
to  theeohtrary,  that  if  the  debt  contraaed  by.  them 
in  the  late  war,  1,755,000!.  had  been  already  paid  m 
the  courfe  of  only  three  years,  that  the  far  greater 
.part  i of  . their  retnainirig  burden,  amounting  to 
.760.000I;  would  be  difcharged  in  two  years  more. 
;bthcr  arguments  wercufed;  the  general  burden  of 
the  mother  country,  the  ability  of  the  Colonifts,  their 
exemption  from*  all  taxation,  and  their  peremptory  rc- 
fufal  to  contribute  to  any  relief  from  the  public'  load 

of  debt  that  the  nation  groaned  under.  . .. 

It  was  replied  that  feveral  of  thefe  objeftions  had 
no  w^ightjia.  them,  as  all  the  confequences  they  fup- 
.pofed  were  guarded  againft  by  the  bill  for  fecuring 
the  dependence  of  the  colonies  upon  the  mother 
. country,  which  both  fecured- the  dignity  of  Orcat- 
Britain,.aDd  ber  conllitutional  fuperiority  over  Ame- 
rica. .In  fupport  of  the  repeal,  it  ^wa?_  argued  that. 

• thc  colonifts  had  really  borne  their  proper  fharc  of 
.the4>ublic  burdens  according,to  the  confelfion.of  the 
other,  party,  for  the  heavy  debt  which  they  had 
epntrafted  during  the  war  was  a fufficieni  , proof  that 
they  had, contributed  largely  to  the  public  .e.xpcnce; 
and  their  being  paid  back  a part  of  it^fince,  was  a 
convincing  evidence  that  the  parliament  were  per- 
.i'uaded  they  had  done  more^han  they  were  well  able 
to  do.  It-was  further  urged  that  nothing  . could  be 
more  diftant  from  the  faft,  than  the  alTerrion  that  they 
paid  no  taxes ; for  they  even  paid  many,  which  the 
parliament  had  impofed  upon  them.  ..  They  paid 
port  duties,  which  lay  heavy  upon  their  trade  , before 
the  impofing  of  the  ftarop-aft,  befidcs  many  port  du- 
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ties  laid  on  by  the  authority  of  the  provinces;  many 
excifes;  a land  tax  in  many  provinces;  an  heavy 
poll-tax ; befides  a faculty-tax  upon  all  perfonal 
eftates  and  acquifitions,  amounting  in  fome  provinces 
to  five  or  fix  (hiifings  in  the  pound ; To  that  the  afifer- 
tion  of  their  not  being  taxed,  or  contributing  to  tlie 
public  expence,  was  totally  without  foundation. 

The  friends  of  the  miniftry,  and  of  the  colonifts, 
deraonftrated  that  the  Americans  were  poor,  and 
were'indebted  four  millions  to  the  merchants  in  Bri- 
tain; who,  as  they  were  creditors  to  fuch  an  amount, 
■were  really  the  proprietors  of  a great  part  of  what  the 
Amencans  feemed  to  polTcfs:  'fhat  the  fuppreffion 
of  fnanufaftures  in  America,  by  obliging  them  to 
take  every  Tort  which  they  ufed,  from  Britain,  was 
itiakingthem  pay,  in  one  fpeciesof  taxation,  all  other 
kinds  of  taxes;  and  in  fa£l,  making  them  the  chief 
fupporters  of  public  burdens.  Confidcring  their 
great  difiance  from  this  country,  it  was  urged  that  it 
was  impofilble  for  the  people  here  to  be  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  ftate  of  American  affairs,  as  to  be 
able  to  judge  minutely  concerning  the  propriety  of 
a revenue  tax:  That  without  being  well  acqu tinted 
with  the  fiatc  of  the  cohmifis,  we,  in  ;liis  country 
plight  be  ready  to  opprefs  them,  which  governn  ent 
&onld  above  all  things,  endeavour  to  avoid:  1 hat 
It  was  the  heft  policy  to  keen  lo  commercial  views, 
and  purfue  the  advantages  that  attended  them,  which 
would  lefs'  opprefs  the  rolonifis,  and  would  enable 
them  fooncr  to  pay  their  debts  to  cur  merchants. — 
'fhefc  are  a few  of  the  arguments  pa  both  Tides,  oo 
this  occafion,  and  it  will  be  allowed  by  alt  who  arc 
clear , of  prejudice,  that  the  mi..ifiry  had  the  baitr  in 
this  difpute.  yiijlice^  found  policy,  clemency,  and  hu- 
were  united  in  their  rcafpnings;  wl.  rcas  the 


HISTORYor 

oppofition  breathed  doniinatUn  tyranny ^ and  dejlruc- 
tton  through  the  whole  of  this  debate. 

Notwithdanding  the  violence  and  vigour  of  thqfe 
in  oppofition,  and  all  the  fecret  influence  of  an  invi> 
Able  power,  the  bill  paflTcd,  upon  a divifion,  by  a ma- 
jority of  275  to  167,  and  was  carried  up  to  the  lords 
by  above  two  hundred  members  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. The  approbation  with  which  it  was  intro- 
duced into  the  upper- hopfe,  did  not  fecure  it  from  a, 
vigorous  oppofition : Thiny- three  lords  entered  a, 
protefl  ;tg2tin(l  it  at  the  fecond  reading,  and  twenty- 
eight  at  the  third  reading : It  was  however  carried 
by  a majority  of  thirty. four  lords,  and  in  three  days 
received  the  royal  aflent.  The  repeal  of  this  law, 
was  the  caufc  of  more  univerfal  joy  through  the  domi- 
nions of  Britain,  than  probably  ever  was  known  by 
any  one  event.  It  could  uot  but  do  the  hearts  of  the 
promoters  of  this  appeal  good,  to  fee  and  hear  of  fo 
many  millions  of  their  fcllow  fubjcfts  rejoicing  and 
exulting  at  an  event  whkh  prpct^edcd  from  the  wif- 
dom,  benevolence,  juflice,  and  clemency,  of  men 
whom  they  had  entrufted  with  their  concerns.  There 
was  more  true  glory  to  the  king,  the  parliament,  and 
the  miniftry,  in  repealing  this  aft,  than  if  they  had 
all  united  to  enforce  it  by  fleets  and  armes,  fire  and 
fword.  There  can  be  little  true  glory  in  forcing  laws 
by  military  execution,  but  there  is  much  honour  in 
making  fuch  flatutcs  or  repealing  them,  as  give  joy 
to  a whole  empire.  This  is  one  of  the  glories  of  the ' 
prefent  reign,  and  for  the  fake  of  this  noble  aft  of 
wifdom,  every  humane  perfon  will  be  ready  to  for- 
give an  hundred  faults.  Whatever  may  happen  in 
future  times,  it  may  be  faid  that  George  the  Third 
had  once  a wife  miniflry,  and  put  his  hand  to  a noble 
and  iUuftrious  deed.  In  all  cafes  that  are  problematical 
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pothin'4  difplays  the  wifdo:n  of  a legillature  more  than 
lijs  purfuing  meafares  that  are  lenient  in  their  own 
nature,  and  tend  to  conciliate  the  alfeftions  of  the 
fubjefts  to  govcnimeiii.  The  infirmities  of  human  na- 
ture require  that  the  exertions  of  government  Ihould 
be  tender,  and  that  power  which  is  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  governors  to  preferve  men’s  lives,  fhould  never  be 
employed  to  deftroy  them,  aslongas'auy  other  me- 
thod-can  be  adopted. 

There  was  alfo  this  ielhons  a bill  brought  in  and  paf- 
fed,  for  fecuring  the  dependance  of  the  colonies  upon 
Great  Britain  ; and  another  for  granting  indemnity  to 
fuch  as  had  incurred  penalties  on  account  of  the  ftamp- 
a£t,  and  an  order  made  by  government,  that,  the  pro- 
vinces of  North  America  fliouid  indemnify  fuch  as  had 
fpffered  by  the  late  riots,  by  making  a compenfation 
for  the  Ioffes  they  had  fuflained,  which  they  fome  time 
after  accordingly  did.  The  cyder-aft  was  alfo  repeal- 
ed, and  another  duty  laid  on  in  the  place  of  it,  fo  that 
o{ie  popular  law  fucceeded  another,  and  the  rainiftry 
cncrcafcd  in  popu'ariry  as  they  were_  envied  by  thofe 
in  oppofitlon.  The  fatisfaftion  arifing  from  the  repeal 
of  this  aft  was  heightened  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  difeontent  that  had  arifen  from  the  paffing  of  it,  and 
the  cyder  counties  tailed  the  fame  pleafiire  with  their 
brethren  in  America,  which  they  enjoyed  at  the  fame 
time,  and  telUfied  their  thankfulnefs  by  univerfal  joy! 
As  men  in  growing  rcaily  wifer  generally  grow  better^ 
fo  as  the  minillry  encreafed  iu  wifdom,  they  proceeded 
in  p-^omoiing  afls  of  utility.  By  their  conferences 
with  the  merchants  in  North  America,  and  thofe  of 
the  Well  Indies,  they  acquired  more  knowledge  of 
their  trade,  and  the  method  of  condufliog  it,  and  by 
virtue  of  fome  petitions  from  trading  towns  in  England, 
a bill  was  paffed  for  opening  free  ports  in  the  Well  In- 
I dies 
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dies  under  certain  limitations  and  reftriftions.  Several 
new  and  impor.tant  regulations  were  likew  ife  made  in 
the  general  fyftcm  of  commerce  in  the  colonies,  and 
fome  reflriftions  taken  off,  that  had  been  long  com- 
plained of,  as  an  heavy  clog  upon  trade  and  bufinefs. 
Thefe  popular  afts  made  the  miniftry  the  idol  of  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  nation,  who  could  not  help  be- 
ing highly  plcafcd  at  the  attention  which  had  been 
paid  to  their  intcrcils,  fo  different,  from  what  formed 
adminillraiioDS  had  generally  praftifed. 

Some  other  afls  and  refolutions  wxrc  paffed  this 
reflion,  which  all  tended  either  to  eafe,  or  remove  the 
burdens  of  the  people;  among  which  may  be  reckon- 
ed the  repeal  of  the  old  duties  upon  houfes  and  win- 
dows, and  the  new'  bill,  by  which  the  duties  are  much 
more  equitably  laid  on,  and  more  cafy  to  the  lower 
and  middling  degrees  of  people.  It  was  alfo  refolved 
that  the  taking  up  of  people  by  general  w'arrants,  or 
the  feizlngof  their  papers,  except  in  fuch  cafes  as  arc 
preferibed  by  a£ts  of  parliament  arc  illegal. 

Theminiflry  had  hitherto  fucceeded  In  the  meft 
profperous  manner;  they  had  weathered  the  ftorm  of 
oppofition  during  this  feffion,  and  gained  every  point 
fhey  had  attempted  in  parliament.  They  had  fecurec^ 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  public,  in  the 
higheft degree;  they  alfo  had  aquired  fome  credit  in 
their  forciga.tranfaftions : an  advantageous  commer- 
cial treaty  had  been  concluded  with  the  emprefs  of 
Rulfia,  and  the  long  contefted  Canada  bills,  were 
fettled,  to  the  faiisfa<fbon  of  the  owners;  and  they 
had  made  fome  progrefs  in  reviving  the  long  neglefted 
affair  of  the  Manilla  ranfom.  Such  was  the  fuccefs 
pf  the  mioiftry,  that  it  was  now  thoyght  that  they 
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'were  fecurely  fettled  and  fixed  in  thar  prefent  fitiia- 
tion.  It  was  at  this  time,  to  the  furprife  of' the  whdle 
nation,  that  notwithftanding  thefc  appearances  the 
mmillry  was  changed.  Tlie  prefeht" feign  had  hither- 
to been  remarkable  for  changes  of  this  fort,  and  the 
rexfon  generally  afligned  for  this  political  phacnom'o- 
nou  was,  that  a fecret  influence  of  an  invifible  .agent 
which  did  not  appear  publickly  direfted  the' fprings'pf 
government,  and  produced  fo  many  and  various  revolu- 
■ tious  in  the  miniflry.  Whether  this  opinion  proceeded 
’ from  jea'oufy  or  fomc  other'  caufe  I will  not  pretend 
to  determine,  but  it  was'  the  gene ral  belief  of  the  'public 
'at  that  "time,  _ upon  whatever' principle  it  might  be 
founded.  Such  a fudden'everturn  in  the  miniflenal 
department,  when  all  the  nation  applauded  the'mea- 
fures  of  government,  could  not 'be  accounted  for, 
upon  any  rational  principle  of  operation  ; for  as  the 
’miriiflry’ were 'the  fervants' whom 'the.  king  had  ap- 
’ pointed  to  manage  the  public  affairs  of  the  n.tti6n, 
and  they  had  nilcharged  their  duty  with  univerfal  ap- 
' probation,  the ‘turning  them  out  of  ofiice  when  they 
were  fo*  agreeable  to  the  public,  feemed  to  dedare, 
that  the  interefls  of  the  king  and  the  nation  were 
different,  or  that  the  fovercign  did  not  fuftain  the 
people  proper  judges  of  their  own  Interefls.  Tlic 
miniftry  finiftied  tlicir  career  with  fo  much  honcur^to 
thefnfelves,  and  fatisfadion  to  the  nation,  arid  withal, 
behaved  in  fuch  a difimcrefted  manner,  that  their  po- 
pularity increafed  af.er  their  difmiflion  from  their  of- 
fice. T.  hey  had  gained  nothing  to  themfcives,  ^ahd 
fecured  nothing  to  their  friends,  and  retired  w’lthduc 
place,  penfion,  or  emolument.  The  public  expreffed 
the  fenfe  they  had  of  their  fervices,  by  numerous 
addreffes  prefented  to  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  on 
this  occafiou,  while  they  fhewed  their  difpleafure  ac 
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difplacing  men,  who  had  behaved  fo  worthily  In  the 
, execution  of  the  truft  repofed  in  them.  Upon  the 
/ 30th  of  July  the  Duke  of  Grafton  was  appointed  firfl; 

Lord  of  the  Treafury,  in  the  place  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham;  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  fecretary  of 
(late  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond ; Lord 
/Cambdeti,  lord  high  chancellor,  in  the  place  of  the 
Earl  of  Northington,  the  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Townlhcnd,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Honourable 
j William  Dowdefwell,  and  the  Right  Honourable 
, Wiliam' Pitt,  lately  created  Vifeount  Pinfent,  and 
Earl  of  Chatham,  lord  privy  feal.  Many  other  changes 
took  place,  in  the  different  departments  of  govern. 

• ^ment,  which  by  no  means  feemed  to  enfure  a long 
continuance"  of  this  new  adminiilration.  ' Though 
forae  popular  men  were  now  admitted  into  adminiflra* 
tiori,  the  public  confidered  this  only  as  a fcheme  of 
the  favourite,  to  leffen  thelr  popularity,  and*  bring 
them  into  difefteem  with  the_  nation.  This  miriiflry 
Was  fomething  like  the  king  of  Babylon's  image,  which 
he  faw  in  his  dream,  partly  iron  and  partly  clay.  It 
' was  forefeen  that  men  of  fuch  different  principles, 

' would  not  long  unite,  in  carrying  bn  a fyflem  of  go- 
vernment. Lord  Chatham,  by  dividing  the  intereils 
of  thpfe  that  were  the  favourites  of  the  nation,  funk 
greatly  in  his  popularity,  and  his  receiving  a place, 
penfion,  and  title,  contributed  not  a little  to  deface, 
his  former  greatnefs.  Such  is  the  .uncertainty  of 
human  applaufe  and  popularity,  that  what  is  gained 
by  diligence  and  hard  application,  may  be  loft  in  a^ni 
inftant  of  time  beyond  recovery. 

The  new  miniftry  came  to  their  office  at  a time, 
when  circumftances  combined  to  render  their  duty  a 
talk  of  great  difficulty  ; they  not  only  fucceded  a fet 
ofmen  who  were  popular  and  fuccefsful,  but  found 
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'hew  difficalties  arife  whidi'they  had  not,forcfceh, 

-or  wouldipcrcfiTe.'  The  prices  of  provifions  were 
djowcomc'toaiiexorfeiwijcheighti  and  ihc  poor  of 
the  nation  were  in  great  diftrefs;  there  was  no  juft 
-J)roiportidn. between  ihc.pricc  of  - ihofc  firticlcs  that 
- are  eifentLally  neceilkry  tOihomaq  life,  and  the  vahie 
tif  the  ibodey  that  coiiy  be  obtained  h^. daily  labour, 
i-^'hei corn  wai  expemed'  to  otheo;  eonmrics,  an^  the 
. poor  at-home  Were  greatly  .diftre^ed  tvithk  occafioned 
tnobs^riois  and  diCordeis.m  the  nation^,  aad  produced 
i hiany  unhappy  con fe^tieoces.  In  lheitionth  of  Sep- 
.tentber  a proclamation  wais  iffued,  to  prbhibiic  the  Mr- 
- ponatibii  of  corn,' and-  meffengers  > were.fcnt  to  - the 

• fsa.pom  to  fee  that  the  terms  of  the  fwdclaniation 
•.Were  obferted,'  and  - io  prevent;  fuch  .ftwps  as  were 
•loaded  from  failing  with  ihew  cargoesj-  • The  procla^ 

* inarion,  thdUgh  it  was  Well  intended^  WasuWegal,  and 

■ was  an  Naming  of^  a pnwer  whkh  the  <!Onft«iuioo  does 
toot  ^rnvit  to  the  crowri  j it  was  theretord'Jthe  foun- 
dationof  ftvetal  fevere  debates  in  parliament.:  Though 
the  expedient  at  the' time  Was  both  necdiaTy  and  po- 

'.pnlaTj'yet  the  mode  of  the  iranfaftion  jwasicdiifider- 

■ Ifdli^  AetnoTe  difcernkig  as  a thing-  dangerous,  as 
thcrcbiy  the  crown  affamed  -a  power  to  dilpenfe  with 
the  laws  the*  land*'  ^ This  Was  one  ofthofe  evils 
Which  had  been  thbft  efieftually'  provided  agairift  at 
the  revolnndh  j at  which’ time,  it  had  been  declared 
to  be  uticrfy  inconfiftent  With  thc'Englifli  conflim. 
tton, ' ittfA  contrary  to  the  known  laws,  ftatutes, 
and  freedom  of  the' kin  gdodi*  The  advifers  and  ex- 
ctirofs’bf  this  proclaihatfon,'  were'  therefore  expofed 

to  a fevere  cenfufc  V’huf  as  their  intention  was  good,  ' 
and  the  effcfls  of  their  proceedings  falutai  y,  it  would 
^ have  been  juftice  in  extreme  to  have  taken  the  ad- 
tanuge  of  the  ftatutes  againllmen  who  had  done  all 
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in  their  power  to  reiicve  the  pre&Dt  tdiflrcfs  of-  the 
'kingdom.'  A bill  was  therefore  brought  in  to  indem- 
nify all  perfons  who*  had  afied  in  obedience  the  late 
a£k  of  council,  concerning  the  embargo;  * f • 

This  bill,  when  it  Was  brought  in,  fecured  the  infe- 
: rior  officers  agamft  profecudon  for  their;  afiing  con> 
trary  to  law,  but  left  out  the  council  who  had-  adTifed 
the  proclamarion ; and  it  alfo  wanted)  an  inxroduflioQ 
' to  point  out  the  illegality  of  the  meafore.  This  was 
the  occafion  of  much  altereauon,  in  which  foiheof  the 
miniitry  who  had  been  formerly  very  popular,  and 
admired  as  the  friends  of  liberty,  defected  its  caufe, 
and  advanced  doftrines  enrirely  contrary  to  the  prin- 
• ci  pies  of  the  revolution.  They  not,  only  vindicated 
‘ the  mcafufe  eoncerning  the  embargo  as  a ncceflary 
. expedient,  in  acridcal  fituation,  but  defended  it  as  a 
j matter  of. right ; and  maintained,  that  a difpenfing 
power,  in  cafes  of  ftate  ncceffity,  was  one  of  the  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown«  That  which  rendered  this 
proclamation  more  fufpicious  and  unpopular,  was, 
that  a proclamation  had  been  iflued  before,  againil 
forefhlling  upon  the  fame,  day  that  the  parliament 
was  prorogued,  from  the  iixteenth  of  September^ ' till 
..  the  eleventh  of-Npyembcr  following.  It  was  argued 
on  this  occafton,  that  provided  the  miniAry  had  not 
had  fome  intention  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  power, 
they  would  have  advifed  the  King  to  have,  called  the 
parliament,  and  laid  on  the  embargo  By  an  a£f  of  the 
legiflaturej  for  by  fuch  a long  smd^  unneceAary 
prorogation,  all  advice  of  parliament  ^ was  precluded; 
that  the  reafon  given  for  .the  proclamation  Was  that 
his  Majcfty  had  not  an  opportunity  to  take  the  ad- 
vice of  parliament,  while  yet  the  proclamation  for  the 
embargo  Was  ilTucd  lixicen  days  after  that  for  proro- 
guing the  parliament.  All  this  was  urged,  to  prove 
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’ againft  the  mlniftry  -fome  defign  of  purfuing  arbitrary 
meafurcs.  After  many  ftrong  arguments  bad  been  ufed 
againft  the  meafure  conccniing  the  embargo,  it  was 
inferred,  that  if  the  do&rine  of  the  fufpenhon  of  the 
laws  was  admitted  oh  a plea  of  {late  neceflity,  as  con* 
(litutional,  the  revolution  could  be  deemed  nothing  but 
a fuccefsfui  rebellion,  and  a lawlefs  and  wicked  inra* 
lion  of  the  rights  of  the  crown;  the  bill  of  rights, 
a falfe  and  fcandalons  libel,  and  an  infamous  impoO- 
lion  upon  both  prince  and  people;  and  James  the  fe- 
cond  neither  abdicated  nor  forfeited,  but  was  robbed 
of  his  crowp.,  , Confiftency  is  a thing  not  always  to  be 
found  univerfally  obfervedin  the  praftice  of  politicians; 
t ;hey  often  make  ufc  of  government  to  ferve  their  own 
purpofes,  and  when  they  have  once  committed  an  er- 
ror, they  endeavour  to  find  arguments  to  defend  it. 
There  is  po  rcafon  to  believe  that  the  miniftry  at  this 
lime  had  the  finalleft  intention  of  violating  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  tlierefore  the  arguments  brought  againfi 
their  proceedings,  could  not  have  the  fame  force  that 
they  had  in  the  cafe  of  James  the  fccond;  whofe  de- 
figns  ro  fdbvert  the  cpnftitution  were  palpable  and  evi- 
dent ; but  it  muft  be  allowed  that  when  thpy  defend- 
ed, as  a right,  this  ftretch  of  prerogative,  it  was  but 
fair  to  Ihew  them  the  inconfillency  of  their  arguments 
and  proceedings, 

J767.  The  operations  of  the  human  palTions,  In 
■the  fyflems  of  policy,  are  a myflery  not  cafily  unveil- 
ed; it  often  happens  that  when  fimplc  and  undefign- 
ing  people  have  given  their  plaudit  to  meafures,  wdiich 
from  the  hefl  evidence  they  could  obtain,  they  thought 
deferved  approbation,  that  perfons  of  refinement  will 
prefently  attempt  to  prove  that  they  were  abfurd,  ri- 
diculous, and  inconfiftent.  The  repealing  of  the 
ftamp  aft,  which  obtained  fo  muchpraife  to  the  for- 
attacked  by  a Tet  of  vcual  writers, 
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as  a piece  qf  the  word  policj,  aftd.th^  itiod  i'nconiidc^t 
with  the  digpity  qf  BritaJncot  an.y  thing  that  had  hap- 
peneid  for  many  years*  Mildnefs  in  go?ermncm  w,as 
interpreted  pufiliariimity  and  Weaknefs;  and  an  aTcr- 
iion  to  hoftility^  and  blooddjied}  Vras  confidered  as.  a 
Want  of  concern  or  indifference,  for  the  welfare  of  the 
mothel*  fcoG'nfcj'y.  -Topics  of  this  fort  now  became 
common,  which  made  perfons  of  difeernment  conclude 
that  the  meafures  adopted  by  thofe  who  promoted 
the  repeal  of  the  damp  aff,  were  not  agreeable  to  an 
invifible  agent,  who  now  intended  to  direft  the  {]>rings 
ofgovdrnment;  and  that  Another  plan  of  operation 
Would  be  adopted,  ■ Tile  Martjuis  of  Rockingham  and 
h'k  ffieiidS'had  beeh  turned  out  of  their  offices  before 
that  the  didurbances  in  America  weye  totally  fettled, 
’ imd  fome  offetifive  afts  yet  remained,  to  which  they 
had  as  much  averfion  as  the  damp  aft,  But  before 
we  proceed  to  confidef  the  new  didurbances  that 
arofejhis  year,  and  their  caufes,  it  may  Be  neceffary 
to  confider  the  pre  monitions  that  were  given  to  this 
nation  and  the  government  concerning  their  proceed- 
ings towards  the  colonirts;  and  this  I fliall  ’do  in  the 
words  of'the  writers  thcmfclves, 

“ The  BrliiCh  empire  on  the  continent  of  Ameri- 
ca is  weil  known  to  be ‘extremely  Cxtenfive,  and  is, 
bv  our  late  conqeds,  and  the  yeffions  that  have  been 
made  to  its,  become  eatirefy  cOmpaft,  In  the  variety 
of  colonies’ wliich  it  comprehends,  there  are  all  kinds 
of  foils  and  climates ; fp^  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
entertained,  But  that  with  a farther  clearance  of  the 
country  (as  yet  abounding  with  wild  foreds)  fertility 
of  foil,  and  falubrity  of  air,  willbecome  improved,  and 
cven'perfefted,  particularly  in  the  moderating  of  heat 
and  of  cold,  while  to  improvements  and  i^pulation 
. there  can  hardly  any  end  be  forefeen. 

**  IJttlc  floubt  can  be  entertained,  that  this  vaff 
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COUBU7  \«ill  ifl  time  become  the  tbe  greateftand  m(^ 
profperous  empire  that  perhaps  the  world  has  ever 
feed,  The  earth  is  well  Hiiowa  to  contain  abundance 
of  raine&,aod  probably^  o£  every  fpecies  that  can  be 
■ faid  to  enrich  a country ; fo  likewife!,  in  time j,  ^11 
prodlias.  h'hateveir  lA^ybe  expefted  from  the  foih  Its 
leas.  banks,:ba)‘s»  <5oa(l9  and' rivers,  wc  alfo  ko^HKt 
have' the  mdft . ajjtHidaot  fiflieries,vfo'  U»t  their  cjpi 
_be  no  natoral  impeditne^  to  its  beconrong  greasy 
powerful  and  profperons*  >j  ;Li;  . >1 

« Thei  baft  .computaiio0  of  white  inhabitants,  at 
|)pcr4mtpii  two  millions  of  fouls:  andi. if  there^^e 
■added  the  Indian  tribes"*  Negroes  ngd  MMi^tfpcs,  per- 
-*liaps  the  whole  rmiubcr  of  inhabit«ints  la^cjy  im^.tivi'' 
'cd  in  the  public  papers,  may  not  be  ap  lewggeratioa, 
*rh  theft' bfeing  edima'ted  at  £ve . millions*:;;  But  hi  Con- 
*iidcring'the  progtefs  of  population,. 11^1  copfider 
'the  vlfliite  inhabiointt  only;  bccauTe  in '.proportion  is 
Ithey 'increafe  it  may  probably  b«icoiijoftared,wthat 
^diVofthe  other  colours  ★ittdimiinflil 


*‘,The'  Americafi  writer^  all  a^pree  in^apUnowledg- 
fttgj^that  iVc(ni'"thc  etifeoui<i»gettiet«s^which  are  given 
'^o  ttrjy  Carriage,"  frdra  the  facHky*  etf  ^quiribg  fet- 
^Uebdptsf  W lands,  and  the-'  tcoip«tidn$‘ there  are’fb 
'ikuate  tHcih,  In  the  inexhauftible  fouirce^  of  improve, 
n^nt  'inthqfe  kinds  of  property,  that  the  numbeiii 
white  inhabitants  beedme  doubled  in  fiw'  and 
i^^ntjf’years.  Let  us  then  cooCder,  hjkm  the  bottoiit 
OT/^hieh  the  colonies  (land  at  prefePt,  at  how 
•'iwi  their  ^ojiul^tiOri  ihiift  increafe. ' In  tweatyifi^ 
their  numbers  will  probably  have  grown  ffo^ 
.CTp' millions  to'four,  in  fifty  years;  eight,  in  fevciit^ 
^te  yeaijs  to  fixtben,  and  in  an  hundred  years  ^ 
thirty- twq  millions;  which  is  fuch  a flriking  proYpe^ 
pi  jpaeadng 'population  ip  ihdre'fegfOQS,  as  fh«ul<^ 
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induce  us  to  defert  the  idea  of  being  long  able  to  'Aib- 
jeft  them  by  our  power,  and  make  us  adopt,  as  its 
fubftitute,  true.poIicy,  for  that  purpofe  which,  perhaps, 
for  many  ages  may  preferve  what  mere  power  might 
fail  to  fccure  for  a few  years. 

• ‘ “ There  a;rc  no  fubjefts  fo  frequently  handled  as 
rhofe  of  government,  policy,  and  tr-ade,-  but . in  which 
'there  is  difcoverablc  much 'ignorance  and  prepoiTefGoD, 
jandthofe  often  amohgAich  as'lbould  befl  underfland 
them;  for  many  judgments  are  contioqally  feen  to  • bje 
- framed,' without  right  information,  and  too  many  falfc 
ones  are  often  dbtrudedortgovernment,  and  the  world, 
'■from  felf-interefted  motives;  fo that  difhonefty  and  ig- 
'iBorance  appear  co-oferating^cther, to . our  great 
,aatioiial:iojUTy.  • ' ' 

-i.M^‘.Some  late  unfortunate  tranfa^Uons  that^  have  pror 
-.Tcd  grealily  irtitaxing  to  ourcolonifts,  have  fet  them, 
.as  wefeq^upon  efUmating  for  themfelves ; « and  that 
.'turn,  w^ch..has  perhaps  been  injud^cioufly;  given  tq 
their  contemplaeions,  has  fcrved  to  convince  them  of  ' 
-their  utihty.to  us, which  they., feeiw  inclinable  to, rate 
•fitiis  very  Wmoft  eftimation,  and  accordingly  there- 
.pn  fet  ayaluepp  thpmfelvcsj  and; we  ought,  to  be  a- 
jWare  how  yery  ftrongly  the  eftipaations  of,  their  own 
.utility,  will,  on  ajl;Opcafipns,  operate  on  the  minds  pf 
individuals,  or  bodies  of  men.  ■ . . 

I,  The  Noyth-4mericans‘now-.£y  and  "i^ite,  that 
.they  have  ever  been  toiling  for  the  benefit  of  the  mo.- 
|the£i  country,  in  which,  if  they  are  not  confidered^  as 
idfildren,  their  treatment  is  that  of'  flaves ; and  there- 
fore, if  attempted  to  be  oppreffed,  they  mull  unite 
in  their,  own  defence..  They  accordingly  cry  out  for 
union;  and  we  even  fee,  by  the  public  papers,  that 
jhere  is  to  be  a conference,,  or  coiigrefs  of  deputies 
•for  that  purpofe,  which  is  firft  propofed  for  repre- 
■ ■ - • . ' fentatioR 
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fcDtatibn  only,  but  Ihould  they  not-  therein  ^cceedl# 
ought  we  not  to  be  aware  ‘of  what  they  next,  may 
proceed  to  confultbn,  and  what  may-  prove  the  con- 
fequenebs  of  either  rooted  hatred,  or  ralh  defpera- 
tion  ? 

. “ I,  who  was  never  in  the  colonies,  nor  have  any ' 
|)articular  connections  with  them,  do  not  take  upon 
my  felf  to  vindicate  their  opinions  or  proceedings,  or  to 
plead  partially  in  their  behalf;  but  have  endeavoured 
to  regulate  my  thoughts  by  the  principles  of  right  po* 
licy,  when  I venture  to  cenfure  thofe,  who  are  pref- 
fing  for  a rigid  exertion  of  authority  ; becaufe  1 am 
well  convinced,  that  there  ace  occahoos  when  every 
. kind  of  authority  may  £nd  it  prudent  to  yield  upon' 
critical  exigencies,  as  every  intelligent  man  muft  know, 
is  occahonaliy  the  cafe  in  all  countries  upon  earth. 

The  higheft  authority  has  often  done  it  with  true 
wifdom  in  this  kingdom,  as  I need  but  inidance  in  the 
^year  1733,  regard  to  the  propofed  excife  on 
wine  and  tobacco,  atfd  in  the  year  1 755,  with  refpeCl 
to  the  law  for  allowing  the  naturalizing  of  Jews ; con- 
,cerning  the  utility  or  propriety  of  which  date  mca* 

.fures,  any  more  than  of  thefe  regarding  America,  I 
deliver  no  opinions  of  my  own  but  I mud  applaud 
every  relaxation  for  the  fake  of  redoring  harmony, 

Br  preventing  defperation. 

“ From  true  principles  of  policy  and  co'mmercc,* 

I,  howeter,  vcimire  to  pronounce,  that  whatever  re-' 
driClions  tend  to  prevent  our  colonills,  cither  of  North- 
America,  or  the  Wed-Indies,  from  enriching  them- 
fclves  by  other  dates,  arc  of  prejudice  to  the  ‘ mother- 
country,  becaufe  ail  the  riches  which  they  acquire, 
mud,  in  one  diapc  or  another,  finally  center  among 
us,  for  which  conviflion,  I defirc  no  better  authority, 
than  thofe  barometers  of  balances  the  courfes  of  ex- 
change ; 
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(^an^e  f atid  how  itmnenfeiy  they  are  againft'everjf 
one  of  our  colonies,  muft  by  ail  mcir  be  known. 
therefore,  from  Whatever ' they  are  capable  by  any 
means  to  eet,  they  only  fubfift  theiafrlves,  with  being 
kept  in  a ftate  of  deep  debt  to  us,  what  have  we  to  de^ 
lire  more,  and  whom  can  we  fo  much  injure  by  reftrift.  ^ * 

, riofts’as  ontfdTes  ? • ' j ' ' 

< **  ^Rertraim's  on  their  trade  imifh  then,  in  their  na* 

, tttre,  be  impolitic  ; or  whatever  trade  they  carry-on< 

if  they  get  but  a balance  in  their  favourj'WWoh'On^.*.'' 
way  or ’other  they  mull  doj  it  wIIT  turn  out  to  out 
advantage;  andifurely,  of  all  inftruments  fot  fnppref- 
^ -•  ’ fing  trade,  if  btherwife,  the  military  and  maririe  are 
the  laft  to  be  employed,  becaufe  their  arbitrary  laws 
and  principles  are  quite  incompatible  with  cofnmetcej 
which  can  never  flourilh  but  with  miJdbefs  anil'  encou- 
<^a'^ement;  nor  *•  ought  vice-admlralty-courtis  io  be 
, cutrulled  with  powers  over  .commerce ; fo  likewiie, 

*ip  'proportion  to\he  femotenefs  ^f*the  feene  of  trahl^ 
siftlons  frohrthc  feat  of  government,  will  ever  be  the 
' degrees  of  the  danger  fromtruftittg  them  therewifli. 

\ “ So,'  with  regard  to  a medium  of  traffic,  whaf 
•••-  co"uld  wc  defire  more,  than  that  our  colonies  fhould 
' content  themfelves  with  a paper  currency;  in  order  to 
• 4>i  enabled  to  fend  all  the  bullion  they  could  poffibly 
^a<;q\iir£,-in  payments  to  us?  Was  not  this  content- 
ing tliemfcives  .with  working  for  i^^ey,  or  effeffs# 
to  purchafe  manufafturfts-,  -and  comfitodittes  of 
And  fhould  not  wc  have  been  contfented  with  getting 
all  their  real  wealth,  and  leaving  them  with  fiich 'a 
fubflimteas  a paper  currency? 

- With  regard  to  their  taxes  likew  ife,  if  they -hare 

not  money,  to  pay'them,  and  affo  to  purchafe  our  ma- 
‘♦nifaflures  whatever  is  gained  in  one  way,  muft  be 
Jofttous  in  another:  and  furdy  it  need  not  be  re- 
■ - ' marked. 
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' ' 

IloW  ruinous  thclofs  of  that  tr^c  of  our  fupply  td 
ihein,  muit  prove  to  us.  Itfurely  would  be  time  enough 
for  us  to  think  of  taxing  the  Americans,  when  they 
had  found  the  means  of  getting  more  money  than  they 
Wanted  to  pay  us  fn  the  way  of  trade,  but  the  demand- 
ing it  of  them  while  they  had  it  not,  was  reducing* 
them  to  the  branded  Egyptain  flavery,  of  making 
fciicks  without  ftraw.,..  '' 

“ In  ihott,  our  great  objeft,  with  regard  to  North 
America,  is  that  of  vending  our  manufafturcs,  which 
the  more  they  are  enabled  to  buy,  fo  much  the  beta 
ter  it  mull  be  for  us,  in  the  employment  of  our  peo- 
ple at  home,  and  in  the  returns  we  receive  : and  the 
more  we  adhere  to  this  general  fcheme  of  common 
jntcreft,  and  the  lefs  we  perplex  ourfeives  with  par- 
ticular and  intricate  ones,  thefafer  and  more  advan- 
tageous wiiJ  be  the  cuurfe  we  dial!  take,  as  well  for 
"the  peace,  as  the  profperity  of  both  countries. 

“ But  1 am  afraid  the  true  fa£f  is,  in  this  country 
of  felf-interefted  bodies  and  individuals,  ail  purfuing 
their  own  good  to  the  hun  and  danger  of  the  coiOr 
munity,  that  we  are  more  jealous  of  the  trade  than 
of  the  power  of  the  North  Americans,  which  is  a fo- 
lecifm  m policy  that  is  founded  in  Ihort-fighted  felf- 
intcred,  to  which,  in  the  end,  it  will  be  found  to 
prove  fatal.  T 

“ To  form  a right  judgment  * concerning  the  (fate 
of  the  colonies,  we  Ihould,  in  the  firft  place,  c^lk 
the  produce  of  their  agriculture  in^igpu^^^ 
modities  ; which,  with  all  their  other  produO?,  ”^^t 
to  Britain  ar^'well  known,  both  from  the  accounts 
of  the  cudom-houfe,  merchants,  and  plantei?  ; ^11 
Which  have  been  carefully  examined  Sen:  many  years 
pad,  and  from  thefe  it  appears, that  the  -value  of  all. 

^ M * th©k 
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their  enumerated  commodities  is  but  767,000!.  pef 
annum ; even  the  highcft  computation  does  not  bring 
it  to  8oo,oool.  meaning  in  neat  proceeds  to  the  plan- 
ters. Their  value  has  indeed  always  been  comput- 
ed at  6oo,oool.  till  within  thcfe  few  years  paft.  But 
every  one,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  colonies,  may 
fee,  that  their  enumerated  commodities,  are  the  chie^ 
part  of  their  produce  ; every  thing  they  make,  indeed, 
h for  remittances  to  Britain,  in  order  to  pur'chafe  their 
neceffaries,  and  to  pay  their  debts  j whence  we  may 
be  very  certain,  that  their  non-enumeratcd  commodi- 
ties, fold  in  other  countries,  are  not  equal  in  value  to 
the  enumerated,  which  are  fent  to  Britain.  Accord- 
ingly, the  firft  are  computed  at  700,000 1.  a year  at 
moll  ; and  if  we  were  to  enter  into  the  particulars,  no 
one  could  make  them  amount  to  that  fum.  Thus  the 
produce  of  all  the  colonies  in  North  America  amounts 
at  mod  to  1,500,000!.  per  annum,  above  what  they 
confumc  among  themfelves  j and  we  fhall  fee  below, 
that  it  cannot  well  exceed  1,400,000 1.  All  that  they 
import  into  Great  Britain,  both  in  enumerated  com- 
modities, and  what  they  purchafe  with  Ihetro,  amounts 
at  mod,  by  the  rates  at  the  cudom-houfe,  but  to 
1,066,491 1.  per  annum. 

“ By  the  cudom-houfe  accounts,  from  the  year  175^ 
to'^1761  inclulive,  the  date  of  the  trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  North  America,  during  thcfe  fix 
jj(cars  of  war,  was  as  follows : 

Annual  exports  from  Britain  to  North  j[^. 

America  on  an  average  - - 2045144 

Imports  into  Britain  - - - 75^33^ 

Balance  due  to  Britain  - - 1292806 

**  By  the  fame  accounts  from  176210-1764,  both 
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included,  dace  the  peace,  that  trade  is  thus  dated: 

Exports  from  Britain  on  an  average 
Imports  into  Britain 

Balance  due  to  Britain 

• . ...»  \>  . .t  . .1 

“ In  thefc  nine  years.  Cnee  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  from  1756  to  i764incloGvc,  the  following  is 


the  date  of  the  whole  on  an  average : 

' Exports  from  Britain  - 2037577 

Imports  into  Britain  - ‘ - 85675C 


Balance  due  to  Britain  - - 1180521 


Total  exports  in  the  nine  years  18338199  , 

Totsd  imports  7713506 


Total  balancedue  to  Britain  innine  years  10624693 

**  Now,  as  the  colonies  exported  to  the  value  of 
eighteen  millions,  and  oweCve  or  fix  millions  to  Bri- 
tain, they  cannot  have  paid  more  than  thirteen  mil* 
lions  in  thefc  nine  years,  which  is  1,444,000!.  per 
mnum  \ and  as  people  who  are  fo  much  in  debt,  are 
obliged  to  pay  their  all,  this  mud  be  their  annual  in- 
come, and  agrees  ^ with  the  above  account  of  their, 
produce. 

■ Now,  as  their  enumerated  commodities  £. 

»raoimt  to  - 767000. 

""  The  value  of  their  non-enumerated  com- 
modities mud  be  - - - 977000. 

Total  1444000 

« ^ut  as  the  catrics  at  the  cuftoni'houfc  are  too  well 
' ' . ' koowa 
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known  to  exceed  the  real  value  of  the  exports,  thi^ 
income  of  the  colonies  cannot  be  fo  much  as  thefc  ac- 
counts  make  it,  and  cannot  exceed  1,400,000  1.‘ per ' 
annum.  It  is  indeed  impoihble  tobiing  fuch  accounts 
to*a  certain  precifion  j but  from  this  ftate  of  them  ye 
may  be  well  alTured,  that  the  annual  income  of  all  the. 
North  American  colonies  cannot  exceed  amiUioRajgd 
a half  a year,  and  it  is  probably  not  fo  much. 

‘ “ From  thefc  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  annual 
balance  of  trade  againit  North  America  in  favour  of 
Britain  his  been  for  the  laftninc  years  1,180,900!. 
but  as  that  balance  was  greater  in  the  time  of  war,  it 
may  be  reckoned  now  in  the  time  of  peace  about  a 
million  a year,  fo'  long  as  they  export  to  the'value  o? 
two  inillions  from  Britain.  Iq  th?  laft  nine  ye;ars  t|?is 
bal^cechaKlimounted  to  ten  millions,  which  is  certain- 
ly more  than  they  could  pay,  if  we  confider  their  in- 
come. This  confirms  the  accounts  of  the  merchaij.ts, 
who  make  the  col6nies  fo  much  indebted  to  them.  By 
thefe  accounts,  this  balance  has  accumulated  to  a d^bt 
of  five  millions ; and  as  many  accounts  have  not  been 
received,  it  is  computed,  th^lt  the  whole  debt  due  to 
Britain  in  North  America,  amounts  at  lead  to  five  mil- 
lions and  a h^lf,  if  not  fix  millions. 

“ Befidcs  this,  they  owe  a public  debt  of  797,000k- 
Thus  their  public  and  private  ‘debts  amount  to  more 
than  fix  millions  of  money  ; the  intereft  of  which  a- 
lone,  at  five  percent,  comes  to  350,000!.  but  as  many 
of  them  pay  eight  per  cent,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  trade,  the  intereft  of  their  debts  may  be  rec- 
koned at  half  a million  a-year  j efpccially  if  we  add  the 
lofs  they  fuftain  in  the  exchange  by  making  remittan- 
ces of  money,  which  has  of  late  been  thirty  and  forty 
per  cent,  and  the  ten  per  cent,  they  pay  on  protefted 
with  fix  per  cent,  per  (ijl  they  are  dif- 

charged^ 
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charged.  If  we  add  this  to  the  balance  of  trade  they 
owe  to  Britain,  the  two  amount  to  their  whole  in- 
come. 

“ If  we  deduft  this  intereft  of  their  debts,  lofs  of 
exchange,  and  prptefted  bills,  from  their  income  a-' 
boye  mentioned,  their  neat  income  is  but  900,000!.' 
a year}  which  is  the  whole  of  what  all  the  colonies 
in  North  America  have  to  purchafe  their  heceflaries 
from  Britain.  This  fum  divided  among  three  millions 
of  people  is  but  fix  fhillings  ahead  fer  annum. — Even 
if  we  allow  their  income  to  be  a million  and  a half  a' 
year,  it  is  but  ten  (hillings  a head.  • . . > 

’•  “ Thus  the  colonics  have  to  difeharge  a debt  of  (is 
or  feven  millions,  to  pay  an  annual  balance  of  nigh 
one  million;  and  to  maintain  three  millions  of  people, 
out  of  an  income  of  a million  and  a half  a yeSr  at  moftj 
which  is  certainly  imprafticable.— If  their  whole  in- 
come were  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  their 
debts  alone,  and  they  were  to  take  nothing  either  from 
Britain,  or  the  W e(l-indies,  it  would  not  difeharge 
their  debts,  with  intereft,  in  five  years. — It  is  common- 
ly computed",’  that  all  their  perfonal  eftates  are  not 
worth  above  fix  millions;  that  they  would  hardly  pay 
their  debts  to  Britain;  and  that' their  current  ca(h 
would  not  pay  the  intereft  of  their  debts  alone  for 
half  a yearl — How  then*  docs  it  appear,  “ they  can 
certainly  bear  mpre“,  .they  ought  to  pay  more?”  as  We  ' 
are  told  by  the  author  of  the  late  regulations  concern- 
ing the  colonies.’ 

“ If  we  allow  thefe  colonics  to  have  ten  (hillings  a 
h^ad  per  annum  to  expend  in  Britain,  it  would  not 
purchafe  a fixth  part  of  their  nece(Taries;  and  as  their 
beat  income  is  but  fix  (hillings  a head,  it  will  not  pur- 
chafe  a tenth  part  of  them.  To  fupply  them  with 
jpecelTarics  from  Britain,  - not  to  mention  many  other 

articles, 
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articles  wpuJd  require  at  leaft  three  pounds  a bead* 
as  appears  from  many  particular  cltimates.  At  this 
rate  of  three  pounds  a head,  three  millions  of  people  * 
would  fpend  nine  oiillioos  a year;  but  as  their  in- 
come is  only  a million  and  a half,  the  difference  of  fe- 
Tcn  millions  and  a half  muff  be  looked  upon  as  a na-_ 
tionallofs;  which  we  not  o«ly  encreafe,  but  render' 
irreparable,  by  taxes,  duties,  confinement  of  thc'urj 
(etilements,  &c.  all  which  oblige  them  to  fupply 
^cmfclves.  By  thefe  proceedings  we  deprive  the. 
option  „of  fuch  advantages,  which  might  be  reape4 
from  the  colonies,  for  the  fake,  or  rather  the  im-^ 
prafiicablq  attempt,  of  raifing  ioo,oooI,  to  maintain 
Canada  and  Florida. 

' ‘ * > 

“ This  bad  ftatc  of  the  colonics  js, owing  tp  three; 

caofes}  the  firll  and  chief  is,  the. wearing,  out  of  the 
lands,  and  great  increafe  of  the  people,  who  confurae 
t^ice  or  tluice  as  much  as  they  ufed  to  do,  while 
their  lands  do  not  produce  half  as  much,  although  tliaj 
is  the  four^c  of  their  whole  fupport.  They  now  likc- 
yvife  require,  for  their  own  confumption,,  moft  of  the 
articles  imported  by  their,  trade,  which  they  ufed 
formerly  to  fell,  and  to  make  money  by  them,  parti- 
cularly fugar.  Now  as  thefe  caufes,  afe  daily  growing 
^ore  prevalent,  we  may  fee  the  neceffity  of  extending 
their  fetilements,  and  improving  their  old  plantations  j 
without  which  this  ftate  of  the  colonies  is  never  like- 
ly to  be  remedied,  but  muff  daily  grow  wqrfe'. 

“ Their  expenees  in  the  war  have  likewife  invol- 
ved  them  in  great  part  of  tliis  debt,  It  appears  from 
the  certificate  of  the  commander  in  chief,  that  he  had 
twenty  thoufand  provincial  troops  under  his  command, 
befides  what  they  had  in  other  ferviccs;  to  pay  thefe 
troops,  they  raifed  about  fix  millions,  and  owe  that 
'fura  ta  Britain.  Hence  thpy  feem  tp  hpyp  run  in  debt 
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to  Britain  for  aH  their  expences  in  the  'war,  and  if 
they  were  to  raile  any  more  ra-jncy,  it  conld  only  be- 
by  the  laine  means,  or  by  diminidiing  their  export* 
from  Britain.  ‘ 

“ lu  ihefe  circumllances  it  is  impofliblc  that  they 
fiiould  have  any  money.-  The  balance  of  tCade  they 
owe  to  Bi'iuin,  would  in  v.ne  year  dram  them  ot  all 
the  money  they  have,  were  it  five  times  more  than  ji; 
is  — i’hey  nave  no  way  to  get  money  but  by  a trade  tqr 
the  weiUndies,  the  balance  of  which  is  againft  ihcinf 
ft>  that  it  is  iftrpofiible  to  make  money  by  it.  . By 
that  trade  they  rather  lofc  then  gain. — Hence  in  all 
thefe  colonies  you  hardly  meet  with  any  thing  but  pa- 
per for  money.  This  paper  occafions  trade  and  cir-* 
culation,  it  is  true,  but  as  the  balance  of  that  trade  is 
fo  much  againft  them,  it  drains  them  of  their  current 
ca(h,  and  leaves  nothing  but  paper  behind.  Thu* 
their  trade  and  paper  currency  drain  them  of  that  hioa 
ney,  which  their  agriculture  brings  in.  And  when 
their  cafti  is  gone,  fo  that  they  have  none  to  exchange- 
their  paper,  fo  it  is  no  longer  of  any  value,  if  it  be 
not  for  an  internal  commerce  among  themfelves ; this 
ruins  their  credit  in  Britain,  and  puts  them  upon  manu- 
fafturcs— — — It  is  therefore  more  prcjudical  to  the 
nation  at  home,  than  to  the  colonies,  to  drain  them 
entirely  of  money,  and  to  leave  them  no  medium  of 
trade  with  B;  itain.  That  only  obliges  them  to  make 
their  own  necelTaries,  inftead  of  purchaling  them  here  j 
and  let  any  one  judge,  which  is  the  greateft  gainer  by 
that  alternative. 

“ They  who  imagine,  th.it  the  colonies  have  money, 
feem  not  to  know  what  they  arc,  or  Ihouldbc. 

It  is  expefted,  they  fhould  purchafe  all  their  manufac- 
tures from  Britain,  which  alone  is  impofliblc.  If  they 
were  to  purchafe  one  half  of  them,,  they  could  never 

have 
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have  any  money.  , The  raw  and  unwrought  materials^, 
by  which  they  fhould  purchafe  their  manufactures,  if  , 
they  could  make  them,  are  of  fo  much  lefs  value,  that 
the  one  will  never  pay  for  the  other.  Their  are  no 
people  in  the  world  who  purchafe  all  their  manufac. . 
tares;  or  if  they  were  to  do  it,  they  could  never  havd. 
money.  The  mere  and  unmanufactured  produce  of. 
lands  will  never  purchafe  manufactures.  Suppofe 
we  were  to  make  no  manufactures  in  Britain,  hovr 
fliould  we  be  fupplied  with  them?  It  is  by  manufac- 
tures, that  this  nation  gains  its  wealth ; and  if  yoii 
would  have  the  colonies  to  get  money,  or  pay  taxes^ 
they  muft  do  the  fame,  and  not  only  fupply  themfelves, 
but  vend  their  manufactures  in  order  to  raife  that  mo- 
ney; which  thefe  proceedings  will  fooh  drive  them, 
to.  Thus  the  very  thought  of  railing  money  in  the 
colonies,  is  contrary  to  the  firft  principles  of  coloni- 
zation, and  to  the  intercll  of  Britain  in  them.  It 
mull  infallibly  make  them  her  rivals  both  in  trade  and 
manufactures.  ..... 

“ But  if  this  is  the  cafe  of  the  moft  fruitful  coun- 
tries, what  can  we  expeCt  from  North  America  ? Or 
from  the  produce  of  the  poor  and  mean  lands  there, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  will  hardly  yield  the  bare 
necelTaries  of  life  ! What  could  any  one  ever  expeCt 
from  a little  tobacco,  rice,  pitch  and  tar,  or  filh,  th? 
chief  products  of  North  Anierira,  or  any  thing.  clf« 
ft  produces,  to  maintain  two  or  three  milions  of  peo- 
ple and  to  raife  money  ? 1 hey  who  could  expeCt  this^' 
muft  be  totally  unacquainted  with  the  value  of  thefe 
commodities.  If  the  colonies  could  purchafe  hall 
fheir  neceffaries  from  Britain,  it  would  l)e  a very  con’s 
Cderablc  income,  and  worth  four  or  five  millions  a- 
year  to  Britain ; but  on  the  lands  they  now  poflefs,- 
if  they  are  confined  to  them,  tliey  will  never  be  able 

to 
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to  purcliafe  a fourth,  -if  a tenth  part  of  the  neccifa- 
ries  they  want.  There  are  but  two  ways  for  any  peo- 
ple to  fubfift,  to  wit,  by  the  produce  of  lands,  or  of 
labour ; that  is,  by  agriculture,  or  manufaftures  ; 
and  if  they  can  make  noshing  by  the  firft,  they  muft 
necclfarily  apply  to  the  other,  which  is  the  prefent 
ftate  of  'the  colonies.  They  now  confume  the  chief 
part  of  what  their  lands  produce,  and  have  no  way 
ro  get  manufactures  but  by  making  them. — To  thefe 
two  refources  many  will  add  trade  j but  that  can  on- 
ly be  carried  on  in  the  produce  of  lands,  or  manu- 
factures } without  which,  you  lofe  by  trade,  as  the 
colonies  do  ; which  w ill  foon  oblige  them  to  trade  in 
their  own  manufactures,  if  they  depend  on  that,  in- 
ftcad  of  agriculture.  ^ 

“ The  plenty  which  many  perceive  in  the  colonies 
proceeds  from  their  land,  and  not  from  wealth  ; they 
arc  only  rich  in  flocks  and  herds,  like  the  patriarchs 
of  old,  and  not  in  money.  If  any  man  fliew  a great- 
er fign  of  opulence,  it  all  proceeds  from  the  labour 
of  flaves w ho  arc  fo  chargeable,  that  they  rather 
give  their  owners  credit  than  wealth,  till  tliey  are  no 
longer  able  to  pay  their  debts,  which  is  their  prefent 
condition.  Hence  they  who  go  to  the  colonies,  and 
fee  figns  of  opulence  in  them,  as  they  imagine,  on- 
ly deceive  tbemfeives,  and  impofe  upon  the  whole 
nation,  when  they  pretend  to  be  mighty  well  acquaint- 
ed with  them. 

“ Upon  all  thefe  accounts,  it  muft  appear  to  be 
abfoiutely  impracticable  ever  to  raife  a revenue  in  tlie 
colonies  in  JierUn^  r<7/7j,  in  which  tlicy  were  to  have 
paid  their  taxes.  They  pay  their  own  taxes  either 
in  ftaple  commodities,  or  ilicir  jtaper  currency  ; and 
no  one  can  expeCf  to  get  money,  where  there  is  none. 

If  they  may  have  a little  current  cafii,  it  is  no:  j'ro- 
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per!y  theirs,  but  belongs  to  the  Merchants  of  Britain, 
to  whom  it  is  due.  This  is  a ftock  of  the  nation  in 
trade,  left  there  by  the  merchants,  in  order  to  im- 
prove it  ; and  to  apply  that  to  any  other  purpofc,  is 
like  a merchant  who  lives  upon  his  capital,  iufteadof 
improving  it  by  trade,  which  foon  brings  them  both 
to  an  end.  But  if  Britain  thus  ruins  her  trade,  in  or- 
der to  maintain  Jlanding  armies  in  time  of  peace,  this 
muft  become  a very  different  nation  from  what  it  ever 
has  been,  or  ccafe  to  be  one. 

“ The  advantages  of  the  North  American  trade 
feem  not  to  be  confidered  in  a public  light ; their 
commodities  are  of  fo  fmall  value,  that  they  are  very 
unprofitable  cither  to  make,  or  to  trade  in  them,  but 
they  arc  on  that  account  more  profitable  to  the  pub- 
lic ; if  they  arc  vile  and  cheap,  it  is  becaufe  they 
are  grofs  and  bulky,  by  which  they  arc  fources  of 
navigation,  and  fupport  the  maritime  power  of  the 
nation.  If  you  caculate  the  freight,  commiffion,  and 
charges,  on  the  produfts  of  North  America,  they  a- 
mount  to  half  their  value ; which  is  all  gain  to  Bri- 
tain, but  is  fo  much  deduced  from  the  income  of  the 
colonics.  From  a particular  account  of  the  whole 
trade  of  North  America,  too  long  to  be  here  inferr- 
ed it  appears,  that  the  grofs  proceeds,  including 
freight  and  all  charges,  amount  in  value,  to  Britain, 
to  three  millions  a year,  when  the  net  proceeds  to 
the  planters  do  not  exceed  a million  and  a half : and 
as  thefe  charges,  are  all  paid  by  the  planters,  out  of 
the  firft  produce  of  their  commodities,  this  nation 
certainly  does  not  enjoy  any  trade  fo  profitable  as  this 
— “ If  we  examine  into  the  circumftances  of  the  in- 
habitants of  our  plantations,  and  our  own,“  fays  a 
very  good  judge  *,  ” it  will  appear,  that  not  one 
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fourth  part  of  their  produft  redounds  to  their  own 
profit.  ’ * 

“ Thus  the  colonies,  which  produceMlaple  com- 
modities for  Britain,  are  a much  greater  advantage 
to  the  nation  than  fcems  to  be  apprehended.  They 
pay,  one  with  another,  one  half  of  all  that  they  make, 
for  tranfporting  and  vending  the  reft,  which  is  all  ex- 
pended, in  Britian.  By  that  means  you  get  their  all, 
and  cannot  pofiQbly  have  any  more.  Neither  can  it 
be  expefted,  that  any  people  can  ever  be  worth  mo- 
ney in  their  fituaiion.  Were  they  to  have  the  pro- 
fits only  of  tranfporting  and  vending  their  own  pro- 
dufts,  their  income  would  be  double  of  what  it  is ; 
but  as  thefe  are  now  all  reaped  by  Britain,  it  is  to 
rob  the  nation  of  its  bell  income,  to  deprive  it  of 
tins.  This  is  the  advantage  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
tax  which  they  pay  for  their  protection  ; which  mull, 
appear  a very  confiderable  one,  as  it  amounts  to  one 
half  of  all  they  make  ; and  is  much  more  advantage- 
ous to  the  nation  than  a petty  revenue,  which  they 
cannot  j>oflibIy  have  money  to  pay,  as  that  all  centers 
in  Britain. 

“ Befides  this  deduction  on  their  produ£ls,  and 
the  heavy  duties  upon  them,  the  colonies  pay  all  the 
taxes  of  Britain  on  every  thing  they  confume  ; as  it 
is  well  known,  all  taxes  fall  on  the  confumers  who- 
ever may  firft  pay  them.  Now,  as  thefe  taxes  on 
Britifh  goods  amount  at  leaft  to  fifty  or  fixty  per  cent. 
and  the  colonies  pay  fuch  a great  part  of  what  they 
purchafe  them  with,  is  not  this  much  more  advanta- 
geous to  the  nation  than  a petty  revenue  ? Were  they 
to  pay  loojoool.  in  taxes,  they  muft  fupply  them- 
felves  with  manufaftures  to  that  value  ; this  would  e- 
ftabliOi  roanufa(ftures  among  them  ; the  public  would 
lofs  the  taxes  and  duties  on  thefe  goods ; the  mer- 
chants their  profits,  and  the  nation  the  benefit  of  the 
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trade  and  navigation  ; which  Ioffes  would  amount  to 
twice  or  thrice  as  much  as  the  tax.  And  this  lofs 
would  fall  much  heavier  on  the  landed  intereft  than 
the  mercantile ; the  profits  of  the  merchants  in  the 
trade  to  North  America  are  but  fmall : they  are  rec- 
koned not  to  exceed  teii  per  cent,  but  allowing  them 
to  be  twenty-five  percent,  the  other  feventy-fivc  is 
expended  on  the  nianufadures  of  the  kingdom,  and 
chiefly  fuch  as  are  made  of  Britifh  materials,  which 
' arc  all  gain  to  the  land-owners.  Let  not  the  landed 
gentlemen  therefore,  expert  to  relieve  the  burdens 
on  their  eftates,  by  taxes  on  the  colonies ; that  is  a 
certain  way  to  entail  their  taxes  on  them  and  their  pof- 
terity  for  ever,  and  render  them  unable  to  bear  the 
burden.  They  muft  than  pay  their  taxes  themfelves, 
inflead  of  having  them  paid  by  the  colonics,  who 
confumc  the  produce  of  their  lands,  and  employ 
their  tradefraen  who  are  maintained  on  the  land.” 
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JLn  account  of  the firjl  fettkmenis  inNew-England — their 
hardjhips — their  progrefs — their  religion  and  churches 
— Majfachufet  charter — Harvard  college,  &c. 


in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  many  arguments 
will  arife,  concerning  the  rights  of  the  colonifts,  and 
the  principles  of  the  Englifli  government,  with  re- 
gard to  them ; it  may  be  neceffary,  after  we  have 
hinted  afewreafons  of  the  prefent  conteft,  to  give  forae 
account  of  the  origin  of  thefe  colonies,  with  which  we 
are  now  contending.  Whether  all  the  accounts  of  the 
ancients  concerning  the  peopling  of  America  are  a- 
pocryphical  or  true,  I will  not  pretend  to  affirm  or 
den^.  At  fo  great  a diflance  from  the  original  of  a 
people,  fo  far  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world, 
many  things  that  have  been  written  are  unknown, 
many  things  are  uncertain,  and  very  few  that 
can  be  fully  depended  upon  as  matters  of  faft.  From 
fomc  circumftances  acknowledged  by  creditable  wri- 
ters, it  is  highly  probable  that  there  were' parts  of 
America  inhabited  by  Britons,  three  hundred  years 
before  the  Spaniards  knew  any  thing  of  thefe  we, 'fern 
parts.  Modern  writers,  by  adopting  a new  theory 
of  hiftory,  have,  by  one  dafh  of  the  pen,  ftruck  out 
ail  the  very  ancient  accounts  of  nations,  and  their  man- 
ners as  fabulous  ; and  at  once  freed  therafelvcs  both 
of  the  truth  and  falfehood  of  ancient  records.  The 
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authority  of  Diodorus  Sicalust  Plato^  and  others^  are 
row  confidcred  as  mere  dreams,  and  the  more  mo- 
dern accounts  of  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  Papifts  re- 
ceived as  the  data  and  firft  principles  of  American 
hiftory.  Columbus  is  allowed  in  general  to  be  the 
foil  difeoverer  of  America  in  thefe  latter  times, 
though  De  la  Vega  informs  us,  that  one  Sanchez^  a 
native  of  Helvd,  in  Spain,  difeovered  thefe  regions  be- 
fore him.  It  was  in  the  year  1492  that  Columbus 
entered  upon  his  enterprize,  and  difeovered  the  nor- 
thern parts  of  America  ; and  in  1497  Americus 
Vefputius  difeovered  the  fouthern  parts.  In  this  fame 
year,  the  two  Cabots,  the  father  and  fon,  under  the 
commiffionof  King  Henry  the  feventh,  made  further 
difeoveries  than  either  Americus  or  Columbus,  for 
which  they  were  highly  honoured  by  the  king  of 
England.  What  gives  the  preference  to  the  two  Eng- 
lilhraen,  above  the  Genoefe  and  the  Florentine  is, 
that  the  Britons  difeovered  the  continent,  when  the 
others  only  difeovered  fome  iHands,  and  did  not  dif- 
cover  the  main  land  till  a year  after  it  had  been  dif- 
eovered by  the  Cabots,  Americus  came  after  them 
both,  and  gave  a name  to  the  whole  wellern  world* 
to  which,  as  a difeoverer,  he  was  qo  ways  entitled. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  the  difeoveries  which  the  Ca- 
bots made,  that  after  adventurers  in  England,  made 
their  acquaintance  with  the  weftern  parts  of  the  globe. 

Mod  of  the  attempts  to  fettle  colonies  in  America 
were  unfuccefsful  at  firfl,  which  happened  either 
through  the  ignorance  of  the  adventurers,  or  the 
treachery  offomeparticular  perfonsamongthem;who, 
for  felfilh  and  interefled  purpofes,  betrayed  the  trull 
repofed  in  them.  Sir  Walter  Raliegh,  Willoughby, 
Frobilher,  Gilbert,  and  Gofoold,  made  feveral  bold 
and  unfuccefsful  attempts  before  they  fucceeded,  and 
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ihcir  utnaoft  efforts  proceeded  little  farther  than  to 
difcover  the  poffiblity  of  fettling  colonies  in  thofc 
parts  of  the  world.  The  greateft  part  of  the  wcftern 
continent,  towards  the  north,  wa»  called  at  firft  Vir- 
ginia, either  becaufe  the  firil  white  perfon  that  was 
born  there  was  a female,  or  in  hopour  of  the  Queen 
of  England,  under  whofe  fanftion  they  had  made  the 
difcoTcry.  This  country  was  at  firff  diflinguifhed  by 
the  names  of  North  and  South  Virginia,  till  Captain 
Smith,  in  the  year  1614,  by  prefenting  a map  of 
North  Virginia  had  its  name  changed  to  that  of  New- 
England. 

The  violence  of  the  Laudcan  party  in  England  in 
a great  meafu  re  promoted  the  population  of  America; 
and  without  any  defign  of  advancing  the  interefts  of 
adventurers,  gave  cxiltence  to  fchemes  that  planted 
an  Englifli  race  of  people  in  the  wilds  of  the  weft. 
In  the  year  1620,  forae  perfons,  who  at  that  time 
were  called  Puritans,  to  avoid  the  violenee  of  reli- 
gious pcrfecution  fled  to  Holland,  and  fettled  at  Ley- 
den, where  they  were  allowed  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion.  After  they  had  continued  there  for 
feme  years,  they  began  to  find  a lukew'armnefs  of 
temper,  and  callouTnefs  of  difpofition  gradually  en- 
creafe  upon  them,  and  were  afraid,  that  by  conftant 
intercourfe  with  the  lukewarm  Dutchmen,  their  po- 
fterity  would  in  procefs  of  time  lofe  all  that  zeal  which 
they  thought  neceffary  to  fupport  that  form  of  reli- 
gion they  approved  of.  Their  children  had  married 
into  Dutch  families,  and  their  congregation  began  to 
decline:  they  therefore  projeftedthe  fcheme  of  emi- 
gration to  America,  chiefly  with  a defign  to  plant  a 
church  according  to  that  form  which  they  had  now 
' fet  up  in  Holland.  This  congregation  of  Chriftians 
were  called  Independents,  becaule  they  maintained 
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that  congregational  churches  are  independent  on  all 
Epifcopal  or  Prcfbyterian  jurifdiftion,  and  held  that 
profcflcd  believers  of  the  Gofpel,  uniting  in  the  faith 
and  worfhip  of  the  New  Tcftament,  have  a juft  right 
to  cxercife  all  religious  difciplinc  within  their  congre- 
gation, without  being  accountable  to  any  foreign  ju- 
rifdiftion.  After  much  deliberation,  it  was  refolved 
that  the  younger  part  fliould  go  and  fettle  in  America, 
under  the  proteflion  of  the  King  of  England,  where 
they  might  enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  confciences,  and 
be  capable  of  encouraging  their  friends  and  country- 
men to  follow  them. 

They  fent  their  agents  into  England,  and  ob- 
tained a patent  from  the  crown,  and  agreed  with 
fcveral  merchants  to  become  adventurers  in  the 
undertaking.  Several  members  of  the  church,  over 
whom  the  famous  Mr  Roblnfon  was  paftor,  fold 
their  eftates,  and  made  a common  bank,  with  which 
they  purchafed  a fmall  ftiip  of  fixty  tons,  and  hired 
another  of  one  hundred  and  eighty.  The  agents  fail- 
ed into  Holland  with  their  own  fliip,  to  take  in  as 
many  of  the  congregation  as  were  willing  to  embark- 
while  the  other  velTel  was  freighting  with  all  necef- 
faries  for  the  new  plantation.  All  things  being  ready, 
Mr  Robinfon  kept  a day  of  fading  and  praying  with 
his  congregation,  and  took  his  leave  of  the  adven- 
turers with  the  following  exhortation  ; 

‘ Brethren,  we  arc  now  quickly  to  part  from  one 
‘ another,  and  whither  I may  ever  live  to  fee  your 

* faces  on  earth  any  more,  the  God  of  heaven  only 
' * knows  ; but  whether  the  Lord  has  appointed  that 

* or  no,  I charge  you  before  God,  and  his  blelTed 

* angels,  that  ye  follow  me  no  farther  than  y^  have 

* feen  me  follow  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

* If  God  reveal  any  thing  to  you,  by  any  other  in- 
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* ftrument  of  his,  be  as  ready  to  receive  it  as  ever 
‘ you  were  to  receive  any  truth  by  my  miniftry  j for 
‘ I am  verily  perfuaded,  the  Lord  has  more  truth 
‘ yet  to  break  forth  out  of  his  holy  word.  For  my 
‘ part,  I cannot  fufficiently  bewail  the  condition  of 
‘ the  reformed  churches,  who  arc  come  to  a period 

* in  religion,  and  will  go  at  prefent  no  farther  than 

* the  inllrumcnis  of  their  reformation.  The  Lu- 

* therans  cannot  be  drawn  to  go  beyond  what 

* Luther  faw ; whatever  part  of  his  will  our  God 
‘ has  revealed  to  Calvin,  they  will  rather  die  then 

* embrace  it;  and  the  Calvinifts,  you  fee,  ftuck  fall 
‘ where  they  were  left  by  that  great  man  of  God, 

‘ who  yet  faw  not  all  things. 

‘ This  is  a mifery  much  to  be  larhented,  for  though 

* they  were  burning  and  Ihining  lights  in  their  times, 

‘ yet  they  penetrated  not  into  the  whole  council  of 

* God,  but  were  they  now  living,  would  be  as  wil- 
‘ ling  to  embrace  further  light  as  that  which  they  firfl: 

‘ received.  I befecch  you,  remember  ’tis  an  article  , 

* of  our  church  covenants,  that  you  be  ready  to  re- 
‘ ceivc  whatever  truth  (hall  be  made  known  to  you 
‘ from  the  written  word  of  God.  Remember  that 

* and  every  other  article  of  your  facred  covenant. 

‘ But  I muft  here  withal  exhort  you,  to  take  heed 
‘ what  you  receive  as  truth,  examine  it,  confidcr  it, 

* and  compare  it  with  other  fcripturcs  of  truth,  before 

* you  receive  it,  for  it  is  not  polTiblc  that  the  chrifti- 
‘ an  world  fliould  come  fo  lately  out  of  fuch  thick  an- 

* lichriftian  darknefs,  and  that  perfeftion  of  know- 
Medge  ftiould  break  forth  at  once.’ 

On  the  firft  of  July,  the  adventurers  went  from 
Leyden  to  Delfthavcn,  whither  Mr  Robinfon  and  the 
ancients  of  his  congregation  accompanied  them  ; they 
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contioued  together  all  mght,  and  next  morning,  after 
mutual  embraces,  Mr  Robinfou  kneeled  down  on  the 
fea-fhore,  and  with  a fervent  prayer,  committed  them 
to  the  proteAion  and  blelTiog  of  heaven.  The  ad- 
venturers were  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  who 
having  joined  their  other  (hip,  failed  for  New-Eng- 
land  on  the  fifth  of  Auguft ; but  one  of  their  velfcis 
proving  leaky,  they  left  it,  and  embarked  in  one  vef- 
fcl,  which  arrived  at  Cape  Cod  on  the  ninth  of  N6- 
vember,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty.  Sad 
was  the  condition  of  thefe  poor  men,  who  had  winter 
before  them,  and  no  accommodations  on  land  for 
their  entertainment : mod:  of  them  were  in  a weak 
and  fickly  condition  with  the  voyage,  but  there  was 
no  remedy : they  therefore  manned  their  long-boat, 
and  having  coaded  the  (hore,  at  length  found  a to- 
lerable harbour,  where  they  landed  their  effefts,  and 
on  the  twenty.fifth  of  December,  began  to  build  a 
flore-houfe,  and  fome  fmall  cottages  to  preferve  them 
from  the  weather.  Their  company  was  divided  into 
nineteen  families,  each  family  having  an  allotment  of 
land  for  lodging  and  gardens,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  perfons  of  which  it  confided  j and  to  pre- 
vent difputes,  the  fituation  of  each  family  was  decided 
by  lot.  They  agreed  likewife  upon  lome  laws  for 
their  civil  and  military  government,  and  having  cho- 
fen  a governor,  they  called  the  place  of  their  fettle- 
ment  by  the  name  of  New  Plymouth. 

Thefe  new  planters  underwent  great  hardOiip^ 
when  they  fird  went  over,  and  many  of  them  died 
through  the  fatigues  of  their  voyage,  and  a didemper 
which  raged  among  them.  Their  friends  in  England 
fent  them  fupplies,  and  notwithftanding  all  difficulties 
they  maintained  they  ftation,  and  laid  the  foundation 

of  one  of  the  noblcft  fcitlcmcnts  in  America}  which 

has 
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has  proved  an  afylum  to  many  Non-conformifts  fince 
that  time. 

In  the  firfl;  fpring  after  ihefe  new  fettlers  had  wea- 
thered out  afevere  winter,  when  they  began  to  look 
after  what  things  were  necelTary  for  their  further  fuf- 
tenance,  they  were  fuddenly  furprifed  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  two  Indians,  who,  in  broken  Englifti, 
|)ad  them  welcome.  One  of  thefc  Indians  had  been 
acquainted  with  fome  of  the  Englifti  who  had  been  filh- 
ing  on  the  eaftern  parts  of  New-England,  and  the  o- 
iher  had  been  feduced  by  a lliipmafter  aboard  his  vel- 
fcl,  and  carried  to  Europe,  with  fome  others,  and 
there  fold  a flave,  but  had  made  his  efcape  to  Eng- 
land, out  of  Spain,  and  become  fervant  to  one  Mr. 
Slany,  from  whom  he  had  found  a way  to  return  to 
his  own  country.  This  Indian’s  name  was  Squanto. 
He  performed  many  good  offices  to  this  infant  colo- 
ny, and  inftru£ied  them  how  to  plant  Indian  corn,  and 
made  them  acquainted  with  one  of  the  principal 
Sachems  in  the  country,  who  came  with  fome  of  his 
people  from  a great  diftance  to  pay  them  a vifit,  enter- 
ed into  a league  with  them,  and  became  fubjc<Ss  of 
England.  Hiftorians  inform  us  of  a ftrange  device 
that  this  Squanto  obferved,  to  bring  the  Sachems 
and  Indians  into  friendfliip  with  the  colonies,  and  un- 
der the  government  of  the  Engliffi.  He  perfuaded 
them  that  the  King  of  England  kept  the  plague  lock- 
ed up  in  a cellar,  and  could  let  it  out  when  he  plea- 
fed,  to  dellroy  them  all.  This  had  a great  effeft  up- 
on the  apprchenfions  of  thofe  ignorant  favages,  who 
had  feen  the  greateft  part  of  their  neighbours  a few' 
years  before  fwept  away  by  a mod  terrible  plague. 
This  friendly  ftratagem  of  Squanto  was  a happy  mean 
of  preferving  this  infant  colony,  and  was  by  the  pi- 
ous  and  religious  people  of  thefc  times,  corifidcred 
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as  a fpecial  interpofition  of  providence  in  their  fa- 
vour. 

In  the  midft  of  many  trials,  dangers,  and  difap- 
pointments,  ihofe  colonills  continued  to  fupportthcm- 
felves,  and  maintain  their  religion,  as  their  circuraftan- 
ces  would  permit,  till  a company  of  gentlemen  in  Eng- 
land gave  them  further  relief  and  alliftance. 

From  the  time  that  the  firft  adventurers  went  over 
to  America,  the  Ioffes  that  thofe  at  home  had  fuftain- 
ed  in  their  fubftance  in  fupporting  them,  made  them 
turn  fick  of  thofe  adventures.  But  there  were  other 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  were  ready  to  engage 
in  this  canfe,  and  obtained  anew  grant,  1620,  of  all 
the  country  between  the  latitudes  40  and  48,  and  had 
a patent  made  out  to  them,  under  the  title  of  “ the 
Council  eftablifhed  at  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  De- 
von, for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  govern- 
ing of  New-England  in  America,  their  heirs  and  af- 
figns.  ” This  afterwards  received  the  name  of  the 
grand  Plymouth  Patent. 

Mr  White  a clergyman  of  Dorchefter,  having  pro- 
ie£led  a fchcrae  of  anew  fettlemcnt  of,  and  afylum 
for  ejefted  minillers,  entered  into  a treaty  with  thefe 
new  patentees.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  council 
of  Plymouth,  by  a deed  under  their  common  feal, 
gave,  granted,  bargained,  and  fold  to  Henry  Bofwell, 
and  five  others,  gentlemen  of  Dorfetfhire,  their  heirs 
and  afligns,  and  their  affociates  for  ever,  all  that  part 
of  New-England  therein  deferibed,  at  the  bottom  of 
a certain  bay  there,  commonly  called  Maffachufetts 
bay.  In  this  deed,  there  was  granted,  all  rights,  ju- 
rifdiftions,  royalties,  liberties,  freedoms,  immunities, 
privileges,  franchifes,  pre-eminences,  and  commodities 
whatfoever,  which  they  thdmfelves  had  or  might  ex- 
ercife,  or  enjoy  within  the  faid  lands.  Some  years 
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after,  this  company  was  joined  with  feveral  gentle- 
men in  London,  the  principal  of  whom  was  Sir  Rich- 
ard Saltonftall,  and  a new  draught  of  the  former  pa- 
tent was  made  out,  and  the  names  of  the  new  adven- 
turers inferted  in  it.  It  was  confirmed  by  the  King, 
and  paffed  thcfeals  March  4th  1628.  By  the  royal 
charter,  this  company  was  created  a corporation, 
and  had  governors  and  affiftants  appointed,  and  were 
impowered  to  chufe  annually  their  fuccelTors  upon  the 
firft  day  of  Eafter  term.  They  accordingly  met,  and 
for  the  firft  time,  on  the  13th  of  May  1628,  chofe  a 
governorj  deputy-governor,  and  eighteen  affiftants. 
At  this  time  the  court  agreed  that  every  one  of  the 
company  who  fhould  fubfcribe  50  1.  fhould  have 
200  acres  of  land  for  their  dividend,  and  in  propor- 
tion for  a greater  fum.  A lift  of  the  names  of  fubfcri- 
bers,  and  the  fums  fubfcribed,  was  tranfmitted  to  Mr 
Endicot,  whom  they  had  juft  a little  before  fent  over 
as  governor  in  the  plantation.  This  was  the  firft  roy- 
al charter,  the  original  of  fettling  the  MafTachu- 
fetts  bay.  This  company  was  formed  upon  a plan  fi- 
milar  to  that  of  the  Eaft-India  company.  The  gen- 
tlemen* who  formed  this  company  were  refident  ia 
England,  and  chofe  their  governor,  deputy-governor, 
and  affiftants  out  of  their  own  body,  refident  among 
themfelves,  and  then  fent  out  a perfon  under  their  au- 
thority, as  governor,  to  difpofe  of  the  new  fettlc- 
ment.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  Mr  Endicot,  whom  they 
fent  away  as  foon  as  the  charter  was  executed,  to  take 
care  of  the  colony,  and  to  prevent  the  new  fettlert 
from  returning  home,  who  were  in  great  diftrefs,  and 
intended  to  have  returned  to  England. 

Among  the  feveral  debates  concerning  the  nature 
of  charters,  it  has  never  been  yet  fairly  determined, 
whether  fuch  royal  patents, 'granicd  for  ever,  to  cor- 
porate 
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porate  bodies,  rulfillieg  the  conditions  of  their  char< 
tcrs,  can  be  dilToIvcd  at  the  picafure  of  the  legiflature. 
The  only  difficulty  concerning  this  charter  is,  whe- 
ther, after  the  company  removed  from  Old-England  to 
New<£ngland,  the  afls  and  proceedings  of  that  com- 
' pany  had  the  fame  force  as  before?  Reafon  and  judice 
• will  readily  determine  this  point  in  the  affirmative;  but 
what  it  may  be  as  a point  of  law,  I will  not  affirm. 
If  the  fovercign  has  a right  to  grant  charters,  accor- 
ding to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  one  charter  rauft  be 
as  good  as  another ; and  if  an  a£l  of  parliament  be 
necefiary  to  make  them  legal  and  certain,  then  all 
the  charters  of  incorporated  bodies  mud  have  that 
fanflion,  otherwife  they  are  not  good  tenures  for  any 
privileges.  It  would  appear  that  the  above-mention- 
ed charter  was  a charter  to  hold  lands  within  certain 
latitudes,  and  to  authorife  thefe  fettlers  to  chufe  a 
governor  and  affidants.  From  whence  it  is  natural 
to  infer,  that  It  gave  them  authority  within  thofe  dif- 
tri£ls,  when  the  inhabitants  diould  encreafe,  to  en- 
creafe  the  number  of  affidants ; or  at  lead  to  grant 
to  all  who  fliould  incorporate  with  them,  according 
to  the  intention  of  the  grant,  the  fame  privilege.”,  ac- 
cording to  their  charters,  as  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion. Thefe  adventurers  did  not  intend  to  fet  up  any 
ihdependent government, but  meant  to  continue  mem- 
bers of  the  Britifh  empire  ; but  they  certainly  believ- 
ed that  their  removing  from  one  place  of  the  empire 
to  another,  did  not  deprive  them  of  that  privilege 
which  other  fubjefts  of  the  fovereign  enjoyed.  When 
they  purchafed  lands  under  the  fanftion  of  their  char- 
ter, they  did  not  imagine  that  they  were  not  their  own, 
but  might  be  taken  from  them  at  the  picafure  of  the 
Britilh  legiflature  without  their  confent.  They  cer- 
tainly underdood  that  their  edates  were  freeholds, 
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held  Upon  condition  of  their  fulfilling  the  allegiance 
to  the  fovercign  implied  in  their  charter,  and  that  no 
power  in  Britain  could  take  them  from  them,  with- 
out manifeft  ir^uftice,  and  breach  of  faith.  As  to  the 
difference  between  Old  and  New-England  freeholds, 
lawyers  and  cafuifts  may  have  fuch  to  fay  j but  by 
tracing  matters  to  their  original,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  greaieft  part  of  thofe  eftates  called  freeholds,  and 
the  tenures  of  corporations,  are  only  founded  up<m 
the  grants  of  princes,  and  the  charters  of  fovereigns. 
When  royal  charters  arc  granted,  which  arc  under- 
flood  to  give  a title  to  certain  privileges  of  freedom 
it  is  alfo  underflood  that  this  freedom  is  the  fame  in 
all  pans  of  the  fame  empire  ; and  that  though  there 
is  no  new  government  granted,  yet  all  the  new  privi- 
leged fubje£ls  have  as  good  a right  as  the  old  ones, 
to  enjoy  the  fame  freedom.  The  colonifts,  by  going 
to  America,  were  not  freed  from  the  jurifdiftion  of 
the  Britiih  parliament,  nor  did  they  pretend  to  any 
fuch  liberty ; but  they  imagined  that  when  they  were 
made  free  by  charter,  that  a foundation  was  laid,  for 
their  having  fomc  ftiare  in  the  Icgiflaturc.  All  a£h  of 
parliament  are  certainly  binding  upon  every  part  of 
the  empire  ; but  this  arifes  from  either  an  expreffed 
or  implied  reprefentaticn  of  the  fubjcfls  in  parliament; 
and  though  the  king  cannot  give  a charter  to  abolifh 
afts  of  parliament,  he  may,  notwithftanding,  accor- 
ding to  the  laws,  give  a new  qualification  to  fubjefls, 
to  make  them  a part  of  the  fame  legifiature.  The 
colonifts  who  were  freemen  of  the  empire  were  bound 
by  the  laws  thereof  j but  in  fofar  as  they  were  free- 
men, they  were  alfo  entitled  to  a ftiare  in  the  legifla- 
turc ; to  refufc  them  the  latter,  would  be  loofing  them 
from  all  obligation  to  the  former,  or  fubjefling  them 
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to  an  arbitrary  power,  againft  which  they  had  no  re- 
medy. 

The  firft  colonifls  feein  to  have  had  but  very  indif- 
ferent ideas  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ; for  the  co- 
- lony  of  Maflachufctts  bay  confined  their  civil  liberty 
to  their  church-members,  and  permitted  none  to  a 
fliare  in  their  government,  who  were  not  joined  mem- 
bers in  their  congregations.  And  with  regard  to  re- 
ligious freedom,  they  were  exceedingly  narrow 
minded,  and  inftead  of  tolerating  people  of  dilFerent 
feniiments,  they  perfecuted  the  innocent  (Quakers 
with  unrelenting  rigour.  They  were^  no  doubt,  much 
fretted  and  chagrined  in  their  tempers,  with  the  ufage 
they  had  met  with  in  their  own  country;  and  had 
imbibed  the  temper  of  the  times,  which  was  very  far 
from  being  mild.  It  does  not  appear  that  their  pro- 
felTed  principles  taught  them  the  pra£Hces  they  found- 
ed upon  them,  but  their  behaviour  was  rather  a per- 
Tcrfion  of  their  principles.  They,  through  long  op- 
prelfion,  had  acquired  a fournefs  of  temper,  and  a 
Solemnity  of  manners,  of  which  their  religion  and 
whole  behaviour  was  feafoned  ; fo  that  their  religion 
was  more  under  the  government  of  their  manners, 
than  became  the  purity  of  their  profeflion.  The  peo- 
ple were  much  to  be  blamed,  though  their  religion 
deferves  commendation.  It  was  a boifterous  age  in 
which  they  lived,  and  it  could  not  well  be  expefted 
that  men  who  had  fulfered  fo  many  hardfliips  and  fe- 
verities  would  be  exceeding  mild  in  their  tempers. 

The  people  who  at  this  time  emigrated  to  America, 
were  generally  of  two  forts : fuch  as  fled  from  perfe- 
cution,  on  account  of  their  religion  ; and  fuch  as  were 
influenced  by  the  love  of  worldly  advantage ; Thcfr,. 
as  their  motives  were  different,  frequently  purfued 
different  meafurcs  to  obtain  their  ends.  But  every 
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deader  of  their  hiftory  muft  coafefs  that  an  unanimi- 
ty was  maintained  beyond  what  could  have  been  ex- 
pefted,  in  fuch  liogular  circumftances.  The  force  of 
religion  was  fuch  a bond  of  union  in  the  minds  of  the 
majority,  that  amidd  all  the  various  jarrings  and  con- 
tentions which  happened  among  them,  they  never 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  come  to  any  confiderable  rup- 
ture. They  bore  one  anotiier’s  infirmities,  and  over- 
looked many  faults,  which  in  ordinary  cafes  they  would 
not  have  done  ; their  mutual  hardfiiips  cemented  them 
together,  and  made  them  ihew  compafidon  to  each 
other,  as  drangers  in  a foreign  land. 

After  the  government,  together  with  their  fird 
charter,  were  removed  from  England  to  the  colony, 
they  began  to  increafe  exceedingly  fad  j perfons  of 
rank  and  fortune  not  only  patroniaed  them,  but  bore 
them  company  into  the  wildernefs  of  America.  The' 

Lady  Arabella  Johndon,  and  feveral  others  of  rank 
and  condition,  forfook  their  own  native,  homes,  and 
eroded  the  Atlantick,  where  they  might  enjoy  the  free 
cxcrcife  of  their  religion.  Their  governor,  John 
Wintrop,  Efqj  and  their  deputy-governor,  Thomas 
Dudley,  Efqj  were  men  of  charafier  and  abilities, 
who  did  not  leave  England  for  the  fake  of  gain,  but 
' to  maintain  a good  confcience : they  pofiefied  all  the 
enjoyments  in  their  native  country  that  mod  people 
are  food  of,  but  they  wanted  liberty  of  confcience, 
which  is  one  of  the  greated  enjoyments.  They  there- 
fore committed  their  lives  and  their  fortunes  to  the 
mercy  of  winds  and  feas,  for  the  hope  of  enjoying 
liberty  in  a country  they  never  faw,  and  where  they 
could  promife  themfelvcs  nothing  but  harddiips'and 
difficulties.  A fleet  of  eleven  fliips,of  which  the  Ara- 
bella was  the  admiral’s  Ihip,  a vdfel  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  tons,  landed  fafe  in  Ncw-England  in  the  mid- 
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die  of  July  1630.  Two  thoufand  paflengers  came 
over  in  this  fleet,  carrying  with  them  as  much  of  their 
fortunes  as  they  could  command,  with  all  things  they 
thought  neceflary  for  the  climate  in  which  they  dc- 
ligncd  to  fettle. 

Soon  after  their  arrival.  Lady  Arabella  died  of  a 
diftemper  which  (he  had  contrafted  in  the  voy- 
age, to  the  great  grief  of  her  friends,  and  of  the  co- 
lonifts  ; and  many  of  the  company  were  likewife  car- 
ried off  by  difeafes  common  to  the  climate.  There 
were  two  things  which  at  this  time  alarmed  them 
greatly  ; fcarcity  of  proviflons  and  fear  of  the  Indi- 
ans : fcorching  droughts  had  in  a great  raeafurc  con- 
fumed  the  fruits  of  the  ground ; fo  that  the  neceffa- 
ries  of  life  became  exceedingly  fcarce,  and  the  whole 
colony  were  in  danger  of  periihing.  From  thh  fear 
they  were  happily  delivered,  by  the  arrival  of  fevc- 
ral  (hips  from  Ireland,  laden  with  various  forts  of  pro* 
vifions,  which  fupplied  their  deceflity  for  the  prefeiit, 
till  more  fupplies  could  be  provided.  The  fame  pro- 
vidence that  delivered  them  from  the  dread  of  famine, 
removed  alfo  their  other  ground  of  fear.  A moft 
dreadful  plague,  tog^er  with  the  fmall  pox,  had 
fwept  away  nine  ou^ ten  of  the  natives,  fo  that 
the  few  that  remained,  fled  from  the  inflexion,  ro  more 
diftant  places  of  the  country.  Thefe  ncw  fcttlers 
after  their  arrival,  did  not  cooflder  the  patent  of  the 
King  to  be  a fufficient  title  to  give  them  polTcffion  of 
the  lands  of  the  original  natives;  they  therefore,  before 
they  pretended  to  poffefs  any  trafts  of  ground,  raad<f  a 
lawful  purchafe  thereof  from  the  true  proprietors,  and 
paid  them  a price  for  what  they  afterwards  poffeffed. 
To  reafon,  it  is  an  high  abfurdity,  for  a king  of  Bri- 
tain, or  any  other  fovereign,  to  pretend  to  give  char- 
ters of  right  to  other  people’s  pofleflions,  becaufc 
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foTiic  of  their  fubjefts,  when  fcampcring  round  the 
globe,  fliould  chance  to  fee  their  country  as  they  arc 
palSng  along.  With  as  much  juftice  might  fome  o- 
ther  nations  grant  charters  to  their  lubjefts,  of  poflef- 
ilons  in  England  and  France,  becaufc  fome  adventur- 
ers of  their  nations  happened  to  fail  along  their 
coafts,  as  the  people  in  England  and  France  grant 
charters  to  their  fubjefts  in  America.  It  was  a fair 
acknowledgment  of  thofe  fettlcrs,  that  they  did  not 
believe  their  charters  gave  them  a lawful  title,  when 
they  purchafed  their  lands  from  the  natives  of  the 
country  ; and  it  is  certainly  no  more  than  an  aft  of 
juftice,  which  all  nations  fliould  obferve  towards  thofe 
that  are  giving  them  no  trouble,  to  purchafevvhat  they 
mean  to  poffefs  in  their  country.  If,  after  they  have 
made  their  pufehafe,  they  intend  to  hold  of  their  na- 
tive country  as  lubjefts  for  proteftion,  they  ouglic 
undoubtedly  to  pay  the  ordinary  refpefts  due  to  its 
government,  and  enjoy  the  common  rights  of  others 
of  the  conamunity.  A charter  can  never  lawfully 
proceed  any  farther  than  a promife  of  proteftion  of 
thofe  lawful  polTeflions  which  the  fubjefts  of  a govern- 
ment have  acquired : for  no  government  can  give  a 
right  to  a foil  which  docs  not  belong  thereto.  It  is 
plain  from  this  obfervation,  that  this  Maflachufetts 
colony  did  not  derive  their  right  of  .manorlhip  from 
any  fovereign,  but  from  purchafe  ; for  at  no  time 
can  it  be  faid,  that  ever  the  lands  of  the  Indians  be. 
longed  to  either  king  or  parliament  of  any  nation  in 
Europe.  Their  charter  affirms  that  they  were  to 
hold 'their  title  to  the  foil  in  common,  and  free  foc- 
cage,  asof  the  manor  of  Eaft-Grecnwich  in  Kent*, 

but 

♦ MASS  ACHUSETS  COLONY  CHARTER. 

■Whercaa  ourmoft  deare  and  roy-  mory,  by  his  Hi^hnsfi’s  letfers  na- 
b1  Father  K.iiii  James  of  blcJlSd  me-  tsut  brarci;;S  dal:  at  WcUiuiuiler 
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but  how  a title  could  be  given  to  a foil  by  thofe  to 
whom  it  did  not  belong,  appears  rather  whimfical 
and  abfurd.  It  may  be  an  araufemem  for  lawyers  to 
trifle  with,  but  jufticc  and  equity  will  remove  all  fuch 
ideas.  One  would  think  the  colonifls,  though  they 
were  flying  from  oppreflUoo,  had  at  this  time  very 
mean  ideas  of  juftice  and  liberty,  to  folicit  a pa- 
tent to  carry  in  their  pockets,  to  a foreign  country, 
to  claim  a right  to  other  people’s  lawful  pofTclUons, 
It  would  appear  they  faw  the  inconfiftency,  apd  claim- 
ed 


the  third  day  of  November,  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  hi?  reign,  hath 
given  and  granted  unto  the  Coun- 
cel  eliablimed  at  Plymouth  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting, 
nilitig,  ordering,  and  governing  of 
Ne\v-lin^!and  in  America,  and  to 
their  heirs,  fuccellbUrs,  and  af- 
fignes  for  ever:  All  that  part  of  A- 
ineriea  lying  and  beuig  hi  breadth 
from  forty  degrees  of  northerly 
latitude  from  the  equinoxtjall  line 
to  fourty  eight  degrees  of  the  faid 
northerly  latitude  iaclufivdy,  ?.pd 
in  length  of  and  witliin  all  the 
breadth  aforefaid  throughout  the 
maine  lands  fom  fca  to  fen,  toge- 
ther alfo  wiUi  all  the  firmc  lands, 
foyles,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  ri- 
vers, waters,  filhing,  mines  and 
luiueralls,  as  well  royall  mines  of 
goiild  and  filvcr,  as  other  nunes 
and  mineralls,  precious  iloncs, 
qniirries,  ami  all  and  fingular  other 
commodities,  jiuifili,.‘lioiis,  privi- 
leges, franthires  and  preheniinen- 
res  botli  within  tlic  faid  trait  of 
l.uid  upon  the  maine,  end  alfo 
within  tlic  ifiands  laitl  feas  ad- 
ioininc.  Provided  always  that 
the  laid  ilhuids  or  any  the  pre- 
inilTes  by  the  faid  letters  patent 
iateuded  and  meant  to  be  granted 
w ere  not  tlien  actually  poirelled  or 
jiihabited  by  any  other  chridian 
prince,  or  date,  nor  within  tl.e 
bounds  limits  or  territories  of 


tlie  fouthem  colonies  tlien  before 
granted  by  niir  faid  dear*  father 
to  be  planted  by  dich  of  his  loving 
fubjeasin  the  fouthern  parts.  To 
have  and  to  hold,  portefs  and  enjoy 
all  and  lingular  the  aforefaid  conti- 
nent, lands,  territories,  iOands,  he- 
reditaments and  precinfls,  feas,  wa- 
ters ,iifhin^s,  withall  andalluianner 
tlveir  commodities,  royalties,  lilwr- 
ties,  preheminences,  and  profits  that 
ftiouui  f rom  thenceforth  arife  fr<im 
thence  with  all  and  lingular  tlieir 
appurtenances,  and  every  part  and 
parcel  thereof,  unto  the  faid  Cloiin- 
cel,  and  their  fucceflbrs  and  af- 
ligncs  for  ever,  to  the  foie  and  pro- 
per ufe,  benefit  and  behoof  of  tliein 
the  faid  Coiincel  and  their  fuccef- 
fors  and  alfignes  for  ever:  To  be 
liouhicn  of  our  faid  moll  dear  and 
royal  Father,  his  heirs  and  fiiccef- 
for;,  as  of  his  manor  of  Ealt-(ireen- 
wich  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  free 
and  coininon  foccage,  and  not  in 
Capite  nor  by  knights  fervice. 
Yielding  and  paying  therefore  to 
the  laid  late  King,  his  heirs  ami, 
fuccriiois  the  fifth  part  of  tlie  ore 
of  jirmld  and  filver  which  ihould 
fiom  time  to  time  and  at  all  ti>iic> 
theueltcr  hapiien  to  be  found,  got. 
ten,  had  and  obtained  in,  at,  or 
within  any  of  die  faid  lands,  limits, 
territories  and  precindts,  or  in  or 
witlihi  any  part  or  parcel  thereof, 
for  or  ill  rdpeit  of  all  and  all  nian- 
« ^ » 
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cd  no  right  till  they  had  firft  made  a bargain,  and 
paid  the  purchafe.  Tliofe  who  at  prefent  debate  con- 
cerning thefe  old  parchments  on  either  fide  of  the 
queftion,  will  never  be  able  to  draw  an  honourable 
conclufion  from  them,  worthy  of  the  true  friends  of  li- 
berty. In  the  hiftory  of  human  nature,  it  is  difficult 
to  find  confiftency,  when  men’s  interefts  and  paffions 
become  counfellors  for  their  a6Hons. 

The  charms  of  a charter  under  the  great  feal  of 
England  wrought  powerfully  upon  perfons  of  feveral 

degrees ; 


per  of  duties,  demands  and  fervi- 
CM  whatfocver  to  he  done  made  or 
paid  to  our  faitl  dear  Father  the 
late  Ring  his  heirs  and  fucceflors; 
as  in  and  by  the  faid  letters  patent 
(amongU  fundry  other  claufcs, 
powers,  privileges  and  grants  there- 
in contained)  mure  at  large  ap- 
pcareth. 

And  whereas  the  faid  Councel 
eftablilhed  at  Plymouth  in  tlie 
county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting, 
ruling,  orderinjg  and  governing  of 
Ne\%nSngland  in  America,  haveby 
their  deed  indented  under  their 
common  feal  bearing  date  the 
nineteenth  day  of  March  lalt  palt, 
in  the  third  year  of  our  reign,  gi- 
ven, granted,  bargain»l,  fold,  en- 
fcoliiro,  aliened  and  confirmed  to 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  Tolin  Young, 
knights,  I'homas  Suuincott,  Jotui 
Humfrey,  John  Eudicott  and  Sy- 
mon  Whetcomb,  their  heirs  and 
afTociates  forever,  all  that  part  of 
^ew  England  in  America  aforefaid 
SK'hich  lieth  and  extendeth  between 
a great  river  there  called  Moru- 
xnack,  alias  Merrimacic,  and  a 
certain  other  river  there  called 
Charles  river,  being  the  bottom 
of  a certain  bay  there  commonly 
called  Mairachufetts,  alias  Mat- 
tachufetts,  alias  Alattatnfets  bay, 
pndallb  all  and  fingnlar  tliofe  lands 
and  bcreilitiiments  wliatfoever  ly- 
pig  arid  being  within  the  fpace  of 


three  Englifh  miles  on  the  fouth 
part  of  the  faid  Charles  river,  6rof 
any  or  every  part  thereof,  and  alfo 
all  and  fingular  the  lands  and  here- 
ditaments whatfocver,  lying  and  be- 
ing within  the  fpace  of  three  Eng- 
lilh  miles  to  the  Ibuthward  of  the 
fouthermoll  part  of  the  faid  bay 
called  MafTachufetts,  alias  Matta- 
chufetts.  alias  Mattatufbtts  bay. 
and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and  heredi- 
taments which  lye  and  be  within 
the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  to 
tlie  northward  of  the  laid  river  cal- 
led Mononiack,  alias  Merriuwck, 
or  to  the  northward  of  any  and  e- 
very  part  thereof,  and  all  lands  and 
liercimamcnts  wlia  foever,  lyeiug 
witliin  the  limits  aforefaid,  north 
and  fuurfi,  in  latitude  and  breadth, 
and  in  Kngth  and  longitude,  of 
and  within  alt  the  breadth  afore- 
faid, throuchout  the  main  lands, 
there  from  tlie  A tiantie  and  weflern 
fea  and  ocean  on  the  ead  part  to  the 
fouth  fea  on  the  wed  part,  and  all 
lands  and  grounds,  place  and  pla- 
ces, foils  woods  and  wood  gromids, 
havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fifh- 
i’lgs  and  nereditanients  wuatfoever, 
i>'ing  within  tlie  faid  bounds,  and 
limits,  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,  and  alfb  all  iflandsin  Ame- 
rica aforefaid  in  the  (aid  feas  or  ei- 
ther of  tliem  on  the  wellem  or 
tadeni  conds  or  parts  of  the  faid 
tracts  of  lands  by  the  faid  indenture 
mentioDcd 
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degr«es ; the  diftrcffcd,  the  religious,  and  the  avari- 
cious, from  different  motives,  flocked  to  Ncw-Eng- 
land.  Perfons  defcended  of  ancient  families,  minif- 
ftcrs  of  the  Gofpel,  merchants,  hufbandmen,  artifi- 
cers, during  the  fpacc  of  twelve  years,  went  over  in 
large  bodies  to  fettle  in  America.  The  expence  of 
thofe  migrations  was  truly  extraordinary ; it  was  com- 
puted that  the  paffage  of  the  emigrants  coft  at  leafl: 
ninety  thoufand  pounds ; the  tranfportaiion  of  the 
firfl  fmall  cattle,  befides  their  price,  coft;  twelve  thou- 

fand 


nnenfion«l  to  be  given,  granted, 
bargained,  fold,  culcoiled,  aiieaed 
and  I'Oiitlnned  or  :uiy  of  them : 
And  alfo  all  mines  and  mineralls, 
as  well  royall  mines  of  gould  and 
filver,  as  other  mines  ana  mineralls 
whattbever  in  the  faid  lands  and 
premill’es  or  any  part  thereof , and 
all  jurifclictioiis,  rights,  royalties, 
liberties,  freedoms,  immunities, 
priviletiges,  franchifes,  prehemi- 
nenccs  and  icomniodities  wliatlb- 
ever,  wl^h  they  tlie  faid  Councel 
eilsdslilhcd  at  Plymouth  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Devon  for  the  planting  ruling 
ordering  and  governing  of  New- 
Ljiglaiid  in  America  then  had  or 
might  ufc  exercife  or  enjoy,  '•»  and 
within  the  fakl  lands  and  premif- 
fcsbythe  faid  indenture  mention- 
ed to  l)c  given,  granted,  bargained, 
foukJ,  cnfcoflad  and  confirmed,  or 
in  or  within  any  part  or  parcf] 
thereof.  To  have  and  to  hould 
the  faid  part  of  New  England  in 
America  which  lyeth  and  extemls 
and  is  abutted  as  aforefaid,  and  e- 
very  part  and  parcel  tliercof ; And 
all  the  faid  iltendt,  rivers,  jiorts, 
havens,  waters,  fifiiings,  mineswid 
mineralls,  jurifUiclions,  franchifes, 
royalties,  liberties,  privileges,  com- 
ntoditics,  hereditaments  and  pre- 
mifies  whatfoever,  with  the  tmpur- 
tenances,  unto  the  faid  Sir  r^nry 
Kofcwcll,  Sir  JohnYouiwe,  Tho- 
BiM  Southcotl,  John  Hunurry, 


John  Endecott  and  Symon  Whet- 
comb,  tlieir  heirs  apd  allignes,  and 
their  aifociates,  to  tlie  only  proper 
and  abfoliite  ufe  and  bchoor  of  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Thomas  Soiitbcott,  John 
Humfi-ey , John  Endecott  and  Symon 
Whetromb,  their  heirs  and  allignes, 
and  allbciatcs  forevermore.  To  be 
hoiilden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
celTors,  as  of  onr  manor  of  Eaft- 
Greenwich  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
in  free  and  common  foccage,  and 
not  in  Capite,  nor  by  knights  fer- 
vicc,  yielding  and  paying  therefore 
unto  ns,  our  licirs  and  fucccHors,  • 
thefiftli  part  of  tlie  oare  of  gouIJ 
and  filver  which  fliall  from  time  to 
time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  hap- 
pen to  be  jpDund,  gotten,  had  and 
obtained,  in  any  of  the  faid  Uiuls 
within  the  faid  limits,  or  in  or  w il  L- 
in  any  part  lliereof,  for  and  in  fatis- 
fadion  of  all  manner  of  duties,  de- 
mands and  lervices  whatfoever,  to 
be  done,  made  or  paid  to  us,  our 
heirs  or  (uccefliirs,  as  in  and  by  the 
(aid  recited  indenture  more  at  lat:ge 
mav  appear. 

'Nowkitow  ye.  tliatwe,  at  the 
humble  ftiite  and  petition  of  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  Jolin 
Younge,  Thomas  Southcott,  Jclm 
Humfrey,  John  Endecott  and  Sy- 
mon Whetcomb,  and  of  others 
whom  they  have  aflTociated  unto 
them.  Have,  for  divers  goodcanfes 

and 
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faad  pounds:  the  provifions  laid  in,  till  more  could 
be  provided,  coft  forty-five  thoufand  pounds  ; the 
materials  for  building  their  firft  cottages,  coft  eigh- 
teen thoufand  pounds:  their  arms  and  ammunitiou, 
including  their  artillery,  twenty-two  thoufand  pounds. 
Befides  thefe  vaft  fums,  the  adventurers  laid  out  many 
other  confiderable  ones  ; and  no  fewer  than  an  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  (hips  were  employed  in  carry- 
ing men,  women,  children,  cattle,  and  other  com- 
modities to  this  new  fettlcment.  It  muft  have  been 

an 


andconriderttions  us  moving  grant- 
ed and  contirmed,  and  by  thele  pre- 
feats of  our  efi)cciall  grace,  certaio 
knowledge,  and  mere  motion  do 

franc  and  conArm  unto  the  faid 
ir  Heury  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Yoiuige,  Thomas  Southcott,  Jolin 
Humtrey,  John  Eudecott,  and  Sy- 
mon  Whistcomb,  ami  to  tlieir  af- 
lociates  hereafter  named  (videlicet) 
Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Knt.  lliiac 
Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  Jofau 
Ven,'  Matthew  Craddock,  Ge<^e 
Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Rich- 
ard Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright, 
Samuel  Vallall,  Theophiliu  Eaton, 
'I'homas  Golte,  Ibomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
ilMinas  Hutchins,  William  Val- 
fall,  William  Piiichon,  and  George 
FoKcroft  their  heirs  and  atlignes, 
all  the  faid  part  of  New  England  in 
America,  iycing  and  exteiuling  be- 
tweene  the  bounds  and  limits  in  tlie 
faid  recited  indentiue  expreired, 
and  all  lands  and  grounds,  place 
and  places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood 
gromidi,  haveiu,  • ports,  rivers, 
waters,  mines,  mincralls,  jurifdic- 
tions,  rights,  royalties,  liberties, 
irecdoms,  immmiities,  priviledges 
franchifes,  preheminences,  heredi- 
taments and  commodities  wlntro- 
ver  to  them  the  fait!  Sir  Henry 
Rofwell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Tho- 
mas Southcott,  John  Hunifrey, 
John  Endecott  and  Symon  Whet- 


combe,  their  heirs  and  allignes* 
and  to  th^ir  aflbeiates  by  the  faid 
recited  indenture  given,  granted, 
bargained,  (bidd,  enfeoned,  alien- 
ed, or  confirmed,  or  mentioned, 
or  intended  thereby  to  t>e  given, 
granted,  bargained,  fould,  enfeof- 
!mI,  aliened,  and  confirmed.  I'o 
have  and  to  huuld  the  faid  part  of 
New  England  in  America  and  «- 
ther  tlie  preiuHTes  hereby  mention- 
ed to  be  granted  and  confirmed 
and  every  part  or  parcell  thereof 
with  tile  appurtenances  unto  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Roicwell,  Sirjolm 
Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonilall, 
Thomas  Southcott,  Jolui  Huin- 
frey,  John  Endecott,  Symoii  Whtt- 
coir.'j,  Ifaac  Johiiloii,  Samuel  Al- 
derfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad- 
dock, George  Harwood,  Increafe 
Nowell,  Richard  Peri7,  Ricliarti 
Bcllitigham,  Natliaiiiel  Wright,  Sa- 
muel Vall'dl,  Throphiliis  Eaton, 
Thomas  Gofte,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
'riioina,  Hutebios,  William  Valfull, 
William  Pinchon,  and  George  Fox- 
croft,  their  heirs  and  alligncj  for  c- 
ver,  to  their  only  proper  and  abib- 
lute  ufc  and  behoof  for  evermore. 
,To  be  houlden  of  ns  our  heirs  and 
fncceffors  as  of  our  mannor  of 
Eaft  Greenwich  aforefaid  in  free 
and  common  foccage,  ami  not  in 
Capite  nor  by  knights  fervice,  wkI 
allb  yielding  and  paying  therefor* 

to 
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an  amazing  impiilfe  that  wrought  fo  powerfully  Upoa  ' 
fuch  numbers  of  people,  to  make  them  forfakc  their 
natiTC  country  to  go  to  refide  in  the  midll  of  a wilder- 
nefs. 

What  declared  the  principal  defign  of  thofe  crai-  } 
grants,  was  their  prafticc  } for  they  had  no  fooner 
arrived  in  New  England,  than  they  began  to  purfue  ] 
that  reformation  in  religion,  which  they  had  projected  I 
before  they  left  their  native  country.  On  Auguft  the 
27th  163d,  they  kept  a folemn  fait,  and  chofe  a mi- 

nifter  • 


to  ns  odr  heii^  and  Aiccenbiirs  tbd  tain  bay  there  commonly  called 
fifth  part  only  of  all  oare.of  gould  MalCichufets,  alias  Mattachiifets, 
and  nlver,  which  from  time  to  time  alias  Mattat^ets  bay,  andalfo  all 
and  at  all  times  hereafter  (hall  be  and  lingular  thofe  lands  and  faere- 
there  gotten,  had  or  obtained,  for  ditanients  whatfoever  lying  within 
all  fervices,  exa&ions  and  demands  the  ^ace  of  three  Englifh  miles  on 
whatfoever,  according  to  the  tenure  the  (outh  part  of  the  mid  river  cal- 
aiid  refervation  in  the  faid  recited  ■ led  Charles  river,  or  of  anv  or  every  1 
indenture  exprefled.  part  thereof,  and  alfo  all  and  iin- 

And  further  know  ye  that  of  gular  the  lands  and  hereditament# 
our  more  erpeciall  grace,  certain  whatfoever  lacing  and  being  witlrin 
knowletlge  and  mere  motion,  the  fpace  of  three  Englllh  miles  to 
we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  the  fouthward  of  the  fouthermoit 
ihefc  prefents  do,  tor  us,  our  heirs,  part  of  the  faid  toy  called  Mafla- 
and  fucceiruiirs  give  and  grant  unto  chufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts,  alias 
the  faid  Sir  Henry  Roiewcll,  Sir  MattatufetS  toy.  And  alfo  all  thole 

Jahn  Yonngc,  Sir  Richard  Salton-  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfi>e- 
all,  Tlionias  Soiithcott,  Jolin  ver  which  lye  and  be  within  tlie 
Hnmfrey,  John  Endecott,  kymon  fjiace  of  three  Englillt  miles  to  the 
Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johulbn,  Sa-  northward  of  il.e  faitl  river  calied 
mud  Alderfcy,  John  Ven,  Mat-  Monoiiiack  alias  Merryniack,  or  to 
thew  Craddock.  George  Harwood,  tlie  northward  of  any  and  evety 
increafe  Nowell,  Ricltard  Perry,  part  iltereof,  aixt  all  lands  and  he- 
Richard  Belliuglumi.  Nathaniel  reditaments  whatfoever  lyeintf  \ 
Wright,  Samuel  Vadiil.  Theoplii-  within  the  limits  atbrefaid  noi^  , 
Ills  Eaton,  TlioUias  GotTe,  Thomas  and  fouth  in  latitude  and  breadth, 
Adams,  Tolm  Browif,  Samuel  and  in  lenph  and  lur.gitiule  of  and 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  Wil-  within  all  tlie  breadth  afurefaij 
liamVallal,  William  Piiichon,  and  throughout  the  maiue  lands  tliere 
George  Poxcrot't,  their  heirs  and  frcin  the  AUantick  and  wdL-rn 
aflignes,  all  that  part  of  New  Eng-  fea  and  ocean  on  the  ealt  part  to 
land  in  America  which  lies  and  cX,-  the  fouth  fe;s  on  the  well  part, 
tends  between  a great  river  there  ami  all  lands  and  grounds,  place 
commonly  called  Monoinarh  river,  and  places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood 
alias  Merry  mack  river,  anda  cer-  groiinds,tovc;js,portJ,r'wers,wa- 
tain  other  river  there  called  Charles  ters  and  hereditaments  whatfoever 
river,  being  in  the  bottom  of  a err-  lysing  within  the  .'bid  bounds  aiui 

lliiiiu 
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nifter  to  prefide  in  their  public  worlhip.  One  Mr 
■Wilfon,  formerly  a minider  of  Sudbury,  in  the  coun* 
ty  of  Suffolk,  was  appointed  their  paftor.  This  new 
church  was  formed  at  Charleftown,  on  the  northilde  of 
Charlcs’-river,  not  far  from  Boilon,  which  at  that  time 
did  not  cxift.  In  a very  ihort  time  there  were  feven 
churches  formed  in  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  all  obferving 
the  fame  order,  worlhip,  and  difeipHne*,  which  the 
writers  of  the  New-England  hiftory  compare  to  the 

. feven 

Charleftown,  Dorchefter,  Boftoo,  Roxbory,  Lyn.Watertonn,  Plymouth. 


Rrtta  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,  »"d  al(u  all  idancLs  in  A- 
mexica  afurelaid  in  the  (hid  Teas  or 
either  of  them  on  the  wefteni  or 
cafteru  coafb  or  parts  of  the  (aid 
trails  of  lands  hereby  mcntiotied 
tobe  given  or  granted  or  any  of 
them,  and  all  mines  and  minerals 
ns  welt  loyal  minci  of  gould  and 
filver  as  other  mines  andmiaeralLs 
whatfoever,  in  the  find  lands  and 
pramifles  or  any  pm  thereof,  aim 
Sree  libe^  of  filhing  in  or  witlun 
gny  the  rivers  or  waters  within  the 
bou^  and  limits  ^orefakl  and  tte 
(eas  thereunto  adjoinme,  and  all 
hdies,  royal  fifties,  whales,  balan. 
ftnigeon,  and  other  fifties  of  what 
kind  or  nature  (uever  that  (hall  at 
any  time  hereafter  be  taken  in  or 
within  the  faid  leas  or  waters  or 
any  of  them,  by  the  &id  Sir  Hemy 
Kofirwcli,  Sir  John  YounjK,  Sir 
Kichard  Saltonllall,  Tbo,  South' 
cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Ende- 
aott,  Symoa  Whetcemdie,  Kaac 
lohnron,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John 
Ven,  Matthru'  Craddock,  Gcmm 
Harwood,  Increale  Nowell,  Ricn> 
ard  Perry,  Richard  Eellineham, 
Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  vai&l, 
Tbeoptlus  Eaton,  lliomas  Golfe, 
Thomas  Adams,Tohn  Browne,  Sa* 
muel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutcluns, 
William  Vi^l,  William  Pincivm, 
and  George  foxcroft  their  heirs 


and  afiignes,  or  by  any  other  per- 
f«m  or  perfons  whatfoever  there 
inbabiting.by  them.or  of  them, 
appointed  to  lifti  therein.  Provi- 
ded always  that,  if  tlie  faid  lands, 
illands,  or  at>y  other  the  preniiflcs 
herein  before  inenlionetf,  and  by 
tbefeprefeau  intended  and  meant 
to  be  granted,  w ere  at  tlie  time  of 
the  grant  ing  of  the  faid  former  let- 
ters patent  dated  the  third  day  of 
November,  in  the  eighteenth  yeare 
of  our  faid  deare  fathers  reigne  a- 
forefaid,a&uaIly  poflTclTed  or  inha- 
bited, by  any  other  chriftian  prince 
or  ftate,  or  were  within  the  bounds, 
limits,  or  territories  of  that  fouth- 
ernc  colonic  then  before  granted 
1^  our  faid  late  father  tobe  plant- 
ed by  divers  of  Ids  loving  fubjeili 
in  the  fimth  parts  of  America,  that 
then  this  prefect  grant  lliali  not 
extend  to  any  fuch  parts  or  par - 
cells  thereof,  fo  formerly  inhwited 
or  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the 
fouturn  plantation  as  afbrefaid, 
but  as  to  ibofe  parts  or  parcells  fo 
pofiefied  or  inhabited  by  fuch  chrif- 
tiau  prince  or  ftate,  or  being  wUli- 
in  the  bounds  afurefaid,  lhail  be 
ntterly  voidc,  thefc  prefents  or  any 
tWng  therein  couiained  to  the  con- 
trary notwithf landing.  To  have 
smd  to  hould,  pofieds  and  emoy  the 
(aid  parts  of  New-Engliin*  in  A- 
merica , v.  hich  Ive,  extend  and  are 
abutted 
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fcven  churches  in  Aha,  which  in  fotne  things  they 
endeavoured  to  imitate.  ' . 

The  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  foon  became  numer- 
ous, and  it  was  refolved  to  plant  other  colonies  in  that 
country,  as  near  one  another  as  was  pollible  to  fettle 
them.  For  this  purpofe  in  the  year  1635,  Mr  Tho- 
pias  Hooker,  and  a company  that  joined  with  him» 
fent  agents  from  Cambridge,  Connecticut,  wJk>  pur- 
chafed  lands  of  the  natives,^  where  they  fettled, 
and  formed  another  colony.  Thofe  new  colonifls 


aforeraid  and  every  part 
a.idparccll  liic.caf,  aiid  all  the  if 
] luds,  rivers,  ports,  havens,  waters, 
filhiii^s,  fifhes,  mines,  minerals, 
juriftiictioiis,  frajichifes,  royalties, 
liberties,  priviledite..,  coinmotiilies 
and  preuiides  whatfiie'  er,  with  the 
aijp'.irtcirmces  unto  the  faid  Sir 
Heijri' Rnfewell,  Sir  John  Yoiinre, 
Sir  Richard  Saho  iriall,  Thomas 
Snu'hcott,  John  Hnmfrey,  John 
Kiulecfitt,  Symoii  Whetcombe,  I- 
fanc  Johnfon,  Samuel  AlderTey, 
John  Matthew  Craddock, 

George  Harwood,  Inci-cife  No- 
well, KicU.ird  Pen-y,' Richard  Hel- 
li.igham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Sa- 
nviel  ValHil.  I i eopbihis  Eaton, 
Tlioma,  GofFe,  Thomas  .ndanis, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
’rhowais  Hutchins,  William  Vaf- 
fai,  William  Pindion  and  George 
Fpxcroft,  their  heirs  and  a'lignes 
ft'rever,  to  the  only  proper  and  ab- 
folute  life  and  bv-hoofe  of  tlie  faid 
Sir  Henry  Rnfewell,  Sir  John 
Vo’.ingc,  Sir  Richard  Salthalhill, 
'I'homa:  Southcott,  John  Hninfrey, 
John  Lndecott,  Syinon  Wher- 
comtie,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samtie!  Al- 
derft)’,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad- 
dock, George  Harwood,  Increnle 
Nowell,  Richard  PeiT'’,  Ridiard 
Bellingham,  Nath'aniefl  Wright, 
Samuel  Vallall,  Theo;>hilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Goife,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 


■ > finding^ 

Thontas  HrftcWis,  Wdliam  Vaffall, 
William  Pinchon,  and  George  h ox- 
croft,  their  lidrs  and  afligns  for- 
c'  ermore'.  To  be  houlden  of  us 
oi>r  heirs  and  fu.  ediburs,  as  otir 
mannor  6f  Eaft  Greenw  ich  in  thft 
county  of  Rent  within  our  realme 
of  England,  in  free  and  common 
foccage,  and  not  in  Capite,  nor  by 
knights  fcrvice,  and  allb  yielding 
and  paying  therefore  to  ns,  our 
heirs  and  fucceflburs  the  fifth  part 
only  of  all  oare  of  gould  and  lilveT 
which  from  time  to  time  and  at  all 
tlhies  Ivreaficr  fiiall  be  there  got- 
ten, liad,  or  obtained,  for  all  fervi- 
cfs,  exaiftions,  .and  demands  wbat- 
fbever.  Providevl  alwayes  and  ou( 
exprefle  will  and  mcaneing  is,  ‘thbt 
onely  one  fifth  part  of  the  the  gould 
and  filver  oare  i.bovementioned  in 
the  whole,  and  no  more,  be  relcrv- 
ed  or  payeable  unto  US,  our  heirs 
and  fuccefibui  s.  by  colour  or  ver- 
tue  of  theft  iireftnts,  the  dnubiff 
reftrvalnMls  or  recitals aforefaid,  or 
any  thing  therein  contained  not- 
withllauding. 

Ami  for  as  much  as  the  goo<I  ami 
prof]>enn!s  fuccefle  of  the  planta- 
tkia  of  the  fiid  paits  of  New-Eng- 
land  aforefaid  intended  by  the  faid 
Sir  Henry  R oft  well,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Sir  Ricliard  Saltonlhill, 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humffey' 
John  Endecott,  Symop  \Vhet- 
conibe,  Ifaac  Jolinfoii,  Saimiel  Al- 
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finding  themfelves  without  the  bounds  of  the 
Muflachufetts  charter,  formed  a government  of  their 
own,  in  iraiution  of  that  which  they  had  feen  obfer- 
ved  in  the  colony  they  had  left.  They  afterwards  re- 
ceived an  ample  charter  from  the  King  of  England, 
and  became  a flouriHiing  colony.  But  what  extend- 
ed this  colony  more,  and  made  it  more  confiderable 
Was,  Mcffrs  Davenport  and  Eaton,,  two  of  the  firll 
fettlers  in  Maflachufetis  bay,  defired  their  friends  that 
were  now  gone  to  Couaedicut,  to  purchafe  for  them, 

of 


Aerfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad-  TTinmas  Adamsj  John  Browne,  Sa* 
George  Hiirwood,  Increafe  mud  i.rowiie,  Thomas  Hutthiiis, 
Nowell,  Kichard  I’crry,  Kkhard  V/illiam  Vain.ll,  William  Pinchon,, 
Bellingham, Naihaniel  Wright,  Sa-  and  George  I’oxcroit,  and  for  un, 
muel  Valfal,  Tlicophiliis  Eaton,  our  heires  and  fucceffoiirr;,  wee 
Thomas  Gotfe,  Thomas  Adams,  will  and  ordaine.  That  the  laid 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaf-  Younge,  Sir  Richard  SaltonPail, 
Tall,  William  Pinchon,  and  George  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humtrey 
Foxcroft,  to  be  fpeedily  fett  upo;i,  John  Eridecott,  S^inon  Whet- 
cannot  but  chiefly  depend,  next  cgmbe,  Ifaac  Johiifon,  Samuel  Al- 
uuder  tlicblc^'Jug  ofAliuigiity  God  derfty,  johu  Veil,  Matthew  Crad- 
and  the  fupporl  of  our  royal  au-  dock',  George  Harwood,  Increafe 
thority,_  upon  the  good  govern-  Nowell,  Richard  P0T17,  Kichard 
msnt  of  the  fame,  to  tlie  end 'that  Bellinghain,  Naibaiiiel  Wright,  Sa- 
the  affairs  and  bininds  whichfroin  muel  Vaffall,  Theophilus  PAton, 
time  to  time  fliall  iu’ppea  and  arile  Thomas  GcfTc,  Thomas  Adams, 
concerning  the  laid  iauds  and  the  Jolm  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
uLiatationof  the  fame,  may  be  the  Thomas  Hatclitns,  William  Vaf- 
oetter  managed  ami  ordered.  We  f;di.  William  P.nchon,  aiidtieorge 
have  further  hereby  of  our  elbecialJ  Foxcroft,  an<l  ail  fuch  others  as 
grace,  certain  knowledge  aiid.iieere  lliall  hereafter  be  admitted  and 
niation,  given,  granted  iul  con-  made  free  of  the  co  i panic  and  (o- 
lirraed,  and  for  us,  our  heires  am}  cieiy  hereafter  mentioned  fludl 
fucesffonrs,  do  give,  grant  and  con-  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times 
linTte  unto  our  fiid  trullic  .and  foret’cr  hereafter  by  virtue  of 
\vell-bel<v.ed  fubje^is  Sir  .Henry  thefe  preJents  one  'hotly  corporate 
Kofcwell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  politique  in  factmid  name,  oy 
Ricliard  Saltonllall,  Thomis  Snutiir  name  of  the  Q'/i-ernor  wid  Compc'uie 
cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Ende-  of  the  Malfachujetts  Bay  in  New- 
con,  bynion  Whetcombe,  Ifaac.  Enghtul:  And  them  by  the  name 
Johnfon,  S.unucl  Alderfey,  Jolm’  of  theGm’erwn-andO'mpevheofthe 
Ven,  Maufiew  Craddock,  George  AInJfa:hufetts  B^itt  New-Kngiuut, 
Harwoqd,  Increafe  Nowdl,  Rich-  one  body  pi'liiiqne  aiul  corp.irate 
ard  Perry,  Rickird  Kelli:  gh.~.m,  in  deed,  fact,  and  nanie,  wee  <loe, 
Nathanicll  Wright,  S.umwl  VaffaJ,  for  us,  our  heir>,  and  fuccelfours, 
Theopliilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffc,  make,  ordaiije,  cualticute,  anti  exm- 
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of  the  native  proprietors,  all  the  lands  that  lay  between 
them  and  Hudfon's  river.  This  accordingly  done, 
and  the  purchafers  in  the  year  1637  removed  thither, 
and  planted  z beaytifpl  colony,  in  a pleafant  bay  along 
the  fea  coafl;,  where  they  built  the  towns  of  New- 
Haven,  Guildford,  Milford,  Staropford,  and  Brain- 
tree. Soon  after  the  colony  of  Long  Idand  was  fet- 
tled, an  Ifland  of  1 8 miles  in  breadth,  and  1 20  miles 
in  length.  ITiis  is  a very  pleafant  Ifland,  ftretching  it- 
ielf  along  Fairheld  county,  in  New-Lngland,  near  the 

moncli 


finn«  by  thefe  prefents  ; and  that 
by  tliat  name  tliey  have  per- 
petuall  liiccefNon  ; ' and  that  by 
tile  tbrne  name  they  and  their  ftic- 
ceilbrs  flia)l  and  tnay  be  capable 
and  enabled,  as  well  toimpleade 
tmdtp  be  impleaded,  and  to  prb- 
tecute,  demand,  and  anfwer,  aiid 
be  anfwered  umo,  in  all  and  fingit* 
lar  Tuits,  caufes,  quarrells,  and  ac- 
tions of  what  kind  and  nature  Ib- 
ever  ; and  alfb  to  have,  take,  pof- 
reife,  acquire,  and  purchaTe  any 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
or  any  goods  or  chattels,  the  fame 
to  leale,  grant,  demife,  alien,  bar- 
gain, fell,  an<l  dilMle  of,  potter 
our  1 ege  jjcople  of  thb  ogr  realine 
of  England,  or  igiy  other  corpora- 
tion or  body  politiqiieaftlie  Mme, 
may  lawfully  doe.  And  further 
that  the  faid  Governor  and  Com- 
panie  and  their  fucceilbrs  may 
nave  forever  one  coiinnon  feale  to 
be  (lied  In  all  caules  and  occafiom 
of  the  Ibid  Compaaie,  and  the  fame 
feale  piay  alter,  change,  break  and 
new  nuke  from  time  to  time  at 
their  plcaflires. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
and  we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs, 
and  fucceflurs,  ordaine  and  grant, 
that  from  heiKeforth  for  ever  there 
fliall  be  one  Governor,  one  depu- 
ty Governor,  and  eighteen  Aliirt- 
ants  of  the  lame  Companie  to  be 
from  time  to  time  couilitnted  e* 


leded  andcbofcn  out  of  the  free- 
men of  tlie  laid  Companie  for  the 
time  beiiijg,  in  fuch  manner  and 
forme  as  her«ifter  in  tliefe  prefents 
is  exprefled.  Which  faid  oliicers 
fhall  apply  themfelves  to  take  care 
for  tlie  Mil  di^fiiw  and  ordering 
of  the  general!  buiinefs  and  aflairs-  7 
of  for  and  concerning  the  faid  lands 
and  premilfes  ' hcr^y  mentioned 
to'be  granted,  ami  the  plaiitatiun 
thereof  and  the  govenmicpt  of  the 
people  there. 

And  for  the  better  ex^egtion  of 
our  ruyall  pleafure  and  grant  iutlus 
behalie,  we  do  by  thefc  prefents, 
for  us,  our  heires,  and  fuccellbrs, 
nominate,  ordaine,  make,  and  con- 
ditute  our  well  beloved  the  Did 
IVlattliew  Craddock,  ^o  be  the  firfi 
and  prefent  Goyerngr  of  the  faid 
Comppnie,  agd  the  faid  I'homas 
GolFe  to  be  deputy  Governor  of 
the  faid  Cump^ie,  ^nd  the  (hid 
Sir  Richard  Sutdndall,  Ifaac  John- 
fbn,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Veil, 
John  Humfrey,  John  Eoderott,  Sy- 
rtion  Whetcupibe,  Incrcafe  No- 
well, Richard  Ferry,  Nathaniel 
Wright,  Samiicl  ValMil,  Tht^hi- 
his  Eaton,  Thomas  Adams,  Tno- 
mas  Hutchins,  John  Browne,  ' 
George  Foxcroft,  William  Vaflall, 
and  william  Pinchon  to  be  the  pre- 
fenf  Afliftantsofthe  faid  Companie, 
to  tontinne  in  the  faid  fcverall  c(fi- 
Ms  refreftively  for  fuch  time  and 
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mouth  of  Hudfon’s  river,  and  is  well  furniftied  every 
where  with  convenient  harbours.  The  fourth  eolony 
was  called  New-Haven,  which  being  Londoners,  in» 
tended  to  purfue  trade,  but  failed  in  their  enterprife  ; 
their  fortunes  funk  fo  faft,  that  they  loft  all  hope,  and 
irany  of  them  in  returning  to  England,  perilhed 
at  fea,  and  never  more  faw  their  native  country.. 
As  many,  however,  ftill  remained  as  fupported  the 
colony,  which  afterwards  became  conhderable, 
and  was  joined  in  one  charter  with  Connedicut, 


in  the  reign  of  Charles 


ii)  filch  manner  as  in  and  by  thefe 
prelimts  is  hereafter  declared  and 
appointed. 

' And  further  we  will  and  by  thcfe 
prcTents,  fur  u.s  our  beires  and  fuc- 
ceiiitrs  do  ordaine  and  tiot 

the  Governor  of  the  faid  Compa- 
bie  for  tlK  time  beii»,  or  in  hisab: 
fence,  by  occafinn  ot  fickncfs  or  o- 
therwifc,  the  deputy  Governor  for 
the  time  being  lhall  have  anthori- 
ty  from  time  to  time  u]x>n  all  oc- 
e.irioos  to  give  order  for  the  ailbnr- 
blin^  of  the  raid-  Com]Kuiie,  and 
calling  them  together  to  cunfiilt 
and  advife  of  the  bufinefs  and  af- 
faires of  the  faid  Companie. 

And  that  the  faid  Governor,  dt^ 
pnty  Governor  and  Affiftahts  of,^ 
the  faid  Companie  Ibr  the  time 
being  lhall  or  may  once  every  month 
orottenerat  their  pieaAiresafleni  • 
bis  and  hoidd  and  keep  a conrt  or 
alTeiublyof  themfelves  for  the  bet- 
ter ordering  and  direiSHng  of  their 
alfaira.  <tnd  that  any  feven  or 
more  perfcais  of  the  Afmbuiti  to- 
gether with  the  Governor  or  depu- 
ty Governor  l<>  alTendiled  lhali  be 
faid,  taken,  held,  and  repnted  to 
be,  and  lhall  be  a full  and  fufiicient 
court  and  aflembly  of  the  faid  Com- 
panie, for  the  handling,  ordering, 
and  cHCpatcliing  of  all  fuch  buli- 
nefles  aod  occiurents,  as  lhall  from 
time  to  time  happen,  touching  or 
cfiuceratiig  the  faid  Coiupauie  or 


the  fecond,  1664;  i^ 

is 

pl^tatjon.  And  tliat  tliere  IhaQ 
or  may  be  held  and  kept  by  the 
Governor  or  deputy  Governor  <»£ 
the  fuid  Companie,  and  feven  op- 
more  gf  the  lud  Allillants  for  the  ' 
tinie  bajng  upon  every  lall  Wed* 
nel'day  in  Hiliai  y,  Eallcr,  Trinity 
and  iVlicIiaeliuas  Terms  relpedfive- 
ly  for  ever,  one  great  general  and 
lolemn  aflembly,  which  four  gene- 
ral fiflemblies  fliall  be  flyl^  and 
called  the  fuurp  treat e tmdgetteratl 
cmrts  uf  the  laid  Zonfpany  : in  all  or 
any  of  ts  hicn  faid  greate  and  gene, 
rail  counts  fo  alTcmbled,  We  ifo. 
for  ui,  pur  heires  and  fuccelMrs, 
j;h-e  and  grant  to  the  laid  Gover- 
nor and  Componie  and  theiroW- 
ceflbrf,.  that  tlie  (tuventor,  or 
in  his  abf^iice  tlte  ^vctt 

nor  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the 
time  being,  and  fiich  pfthe  Allift-; 
ants  and  freemen  of  the  faid  Com- 
panie u lhall  be  prefent  or  the 

f renter  mimber  of  them  lb  aflem* 
led,  whereof  the  Govemour  or 
deputy  Governour  and  fix  the 
Aififtants  at  the  leall  to  he  feven, 
fliall  have  full  power  and  authurir 
W to  cboofe,  nominate  and  appoint 
liich  and  fo  many  others  as  they 
lhall  thinke  fitt,  and  that  Hull  be 
willing  to  accept  the  (iune,  to  ba 
free  of  the  laid  Company  and  Bor 
dy,  and  them  into  tlir  liiiTie  to  94, 
mit:  And  to  elci^and  cdnftitiue 
fuch  officers  as  thw  IkaU  thinke 

its 


'by  Google 


iz6 


H I §T.O  R Y O F 


is  tl^e  capital  of,  a'  couatry  of  .tlvc  time  name,  and  was 
in  a vcry'flQurilkiag  conditiou  beiore  the  prefem  war. 
In  all  thefe  colpiiies,  the  lirfl;  fettlet-6  were  careful  to 
form  independent  churches  ; which,  though  they  did 
confider  themfelves  as  accountable />  to  :each  other  for 
fheir,  conduft,!  yet  lived  radull. 'fell© wllirp  and  commu- 
nion, walking. in  lave  with  one  anoiher,  and  in  the  fear 
of  God.  Their  ilri£biefe  and  feveriries  to  thofe  that 
o&q,ded  or  differed  from  them,  in  more  enlightened 
timea;  may  have  the  appearunce  of  a real  want  of  cha- 


maiugiiig  and  din^^tching  dt.  tlie  otiicci'S  to  be  api>oimed  fur  the  Taid 
ifi'afre^of  the  faitf  Governor 'and  Conlpanie,  to  ciye,  ortobe  reniov* 
Oonipanie  and  theirc  fucceflburs : edftdm  his  or  their  feverall  offi- 
And  to  make  Ia'n>  and  ordi-  ces  «r  places  before  Uie  (aki  gene- 
naiieesfor  the  good  and  \yelfare  of  rail  day  of  elecUou  (whom  we  do 
the  ftid  Companie,  and  for  the  go-  hereby  declare  for  any  mirdemea- 
rfmfBijnt  cad  onlsrihg  of  the  laid  nor  or  dcfcCl  to  be  removrable  by 
lands  and  plantation,  and  the  peo-  the  Govetnor,  deputy  Governor, 
pie  iiihabiteing  an  i to  inhabite  the  AHiflaats  and  Cuinpanie,  or  fucli 
Suite,  as  to  them  from  time' to  time  greater  part  of  Uiera  inanyuftlie 
lhall  be  .thought  niet^e.  So  as  fitch  publick  courts  to  be  alTeinbfed  as 
lawes'and  ordinances  he  not  Con-  isaforefaid)  tlut  then  cud  in  every 
trary  or  rrjni^ant  td  the  laws  and  fuch  cafe  it  niall  ami  may  be  law- 
ttatutesuf  this  our  fcglnie  of  ling-  ful  to  and  for  the  Goven  or,  de- 
land.  puty  Governor,  AlL’luUUs,  and 

. And' our  will  an<f  pleafure  is,  Gompanie  aforeiaid,  or  fuch  great- 
and  we  do  hereby  forus^  our  heires  *r  part  of  Uiem  fo  to  be  afiemWed 
ami  fttewiTours,  elhiblilh . and  or-  as  is  ^orefuld,  in  any  of  their  aiTein- 
daine.  That  yearely  oncC  In  the  bliss  ’ to  proceed  to  a n«w  electiott 
»enro  forever  hcrerifterj'  namely  the  of  one  or  more  utiiers  of  their  Com- 
laft  'Wedncfdtiy  in  Eafler  leruic  panic  in,  the  room  or  place  rooms 
yearafv,  the  Governor,  deputy  or  places  of’  fuch  othcer  or  oUcers 
Governor  and  Afliilants'ofthe  laid  lb  dyeing  or  removed,  accordiug 
Gbmpanie,  and  all  other  oiJiccis yf  to  their  mlcrct ions.  Andimnicdi- 
clie'  lUid  Gompanie  DiaM  ^e  in  tite  atcly  after  and  upon  fuch  ele^on 
romt,  or  aWtmhlie,  to  be  and  clcflloos  }n»de  of  fuch  Cover- 
held  f6f|  that  day  or.  time,' newly  nor,  deputy. . Govenior,  Aflillant 
chbfen  fw  the  ycare'enfuciag  by  or  AllillaiiLa  or  any  other  olHcer, 
fuch  greater 'jjart  of  "tl*  Cild  Com-  ofthefaitKiompanieiumannerami 
pahleforthe  tinu!  ^?ng,^tlien‘aiid  forme afonfaid,  iheaaithority,  of- 
thenl'rtrrtnt,  as  is  aforefaid.'  fice,  and  power  before  given  to 

’ A|u1  if  it  lhall  happen  the  pre-  tlie  fornier  Governor,  deputy 
ftnt  Governor,  deputy  Governor  Governor,  oilier  officer,  auil 
iind  Alliftants  ^ theft priletits  ap-  officers  lb  .removed,  in  wlmfe 
pointed,’  of  (hch  as  lh?l I hereafter  Head  and  pia9e  new  lliall  be  cbo- 
ufnfrrly  chuftu  into  their.fooms,  feu,  lhall  as  to  -him  and  them  and 
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rity;  but  fuch  were  ihe  manners  of  thofe  times;  that 
there  was  little  forbearance  among'  profelTors  of  any 
denomination.  Whatever  may  have  been  their  vari- 
ous defers  and  imperfedions,  they  had>  netwithftiuidw 
ing,  a fenfe  of  religion  upon  their  Riind^j  which  Ihe'^s 
at  leaft  they  were  in  earneft  .in  what  i,thc,y  profelfedv 
Their  follies,  weaknedes,  and  extfavd,gances,  .when 
compared  with  their  virtues,  bear  lefs  proportion*, 
than  perhaps  may  he  found  in  the  cafe. of  their  fuc» 
ceiTors  either  in  the  mother  country  or  in  the  coloniesi 

Jufi: 


every  of  them  ceafe  and  determine. 

Provided  alfo,  and  our  will  and 
pleafure  is  that  as  well  fuch  as  arc 
by  Uiefe  prefents  appointed  to  be 
the  prdent  Govemour,  deputy 
Govemour  and  Ailiftants  ot  the 
laid  Companie,  as  thofe  that  ihall 
fucceed  them,  and  all  other  officers 
to  be  appointed  and  clioftn  as  a- 
forefaid  ihall,  before  they  under- 
take the  exeaition  of  tlieir  faid  of- 
fices and  places  relpecUvely,  take 
their  corporall  oathes  for  their  due 
and  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties  in  their  feveral  offices  and 
places,  before  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
fons  as  are  by  thefe  prefents  here- 
under appointed  to  take  and  re- 
ceive the  lame,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
faid  Matthew  Craddock,  who  is 
hereby  nominated  and  appointed 
the  prefeut  Govemour  of  tne  faid 
Companie,  ihall  take  faid  oathes 
before  one  or  more  of  the  Mailers 
of  our  court  of  chancery  for  the 
rime  bein"  unto  which  Mailer  or 
Mailers  of  tlie  Chancery  we  do  by 
thefe  prefents  give  full  power  and 
authority  to  take  and  adminifler 
the  faid  oath  to  the  faid  Gover- 
nom-  accordin;;ly.  And  after  the 
faid  Govemour  ihall  be  fwornc, 
then  the  faid  deputy  Govemour 
ahd  Afiiflanfs  before  by  thefe 
preients  nominated  and  appoint- 
ed! Ihall  take  the  faid  feveral 
othes,  to  their  off.ces  and  pla- 


ces refpbf lively  belonging^,  'be* 
fore  the  faid  Matthew  Crkddnclc 
the  preibnt  Govemour  fo  fwome 
as  afurefakl.  And  every  fuch  per- 
fon as  ihall  at  the  time  of  the  an* 
nuall  elciftion,  or  other  wife  upon 
Death  or  removail,  be  appointed 
to  be  tile  'new  Govemour  of  the 
laid  Companie,  ihall  take  the  oaths 
to  that  place  belonging  before  the 
deputy  Govemour  or  two  of  the 
Alii Hants  of  the  faid  Companie  at 
the  Icalt  for  the  time  being.  And 
the  new  eleiSed  DepuW- Govemour 
and  Ailiitants,  ami  all  otliec  offi- 
cers to  be  hereafter  chofen  as  a- 
foreiiiid  from  time  to  time  fhalf 
take  the  oaths  to  their  places  re- 
Ibeftively  belonging  beibre  thfer 
Govemour  of  the  faid  ■ Companie 
for  the  time  being.  Unto  whiclv 
faid  Govemour,  Deputy-Gover- 
noiir,  and  Ailiffants,  we  do  by  thefe' 
prefents  give  full-  power  and  au-' 
thorityto  give  and  admiailler  Ilie 
faid  oathes  rclpe^livelv,  according' 
to  the  trae  meaning' herein  before 
declared,  without  any  conmiHlioiK 
or  further  warrant  to  be  had  and 
obtained  of  ns.  Our  heira  and  fuc-* 
ceiTors 'm  that  behalfe. 

And  we  do  farther  of  our  cfpei<< 
dull  grace,  certain  knowlsxige,  antft 
meere  motion,  for  ns,  our  lieirbs',/ 
and  fucce'lbars,  give  and  gfant^  to  f 
the  faid  Govemour  and  fJomptole* 
and  tlicir  fhcceilburs  for  ever 

thef^ 
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Juft  fentiments  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  hafc 
always  been  friendly  to  learning,  and  though  there 
might  be  feveral  blemilhes  in  the  condufl  of  the  firft 
fettiers  in  America ; yet  it  mnft  be  granted  even  by 
their  enemies,  that  they  were  friends  both  to  liberty 
and  learning.  The  colen^s  had  fcarcely  been  one 
year  in  New*£ngland  after  they  received  their  char- 
ter, when  they  began  to  contemplate  a fcheme  for 
«re£ting  a college  or  nniverfity  among  them,  where 
youth  might  beioftm^ed  in  the  liberal  aris^  and  per- 

fons 


tiieie^reientv,  that  ftull  be  law- 
ful and  free  for  them  and  their 
ailigue«  at  aU  and  every  time  and 
time*  hereafter,  out  of  any  of  our 
reahue*  and  dominions  whatfoe- 
ver,  to  take,  leade,  carry  audtranf- 
port  for,  in,  and  into  their  voyages, 
and  for  and  towards  the  (aid  pum- 
tation  in  New-Eneland,  all  fuch 
and  (b  many  of  our  loving  fubie^ 
or  any  other  (Irangers  that  wUl  be- 
come our  loving  (Vibjeds  and  live 
Under  our  allegiance,  as  Aall  wil- 
lingly accompany  them  in  the  (iune 
voya|^cs  and  plantation,  and  allb 
(hipping,  armour,  weapons,  ordi- 
nance, ammunition,  powder,  11)ott,i 
come,  vifhials,  and  all  manner  of 
eJoathing,  im^einents,  furniture 
bea(bi,  cattle,  nor(<s,  marcs,  mer- 
chandizes, and  all  other  things  ne- 
ceilary  for  the  (idd  plantation,  and 
for  their  ufe  and  drtence,  and  for 
tnde  with  the  people  Uiere,  and 
in  padtug  and  returning  to  and 
fro,  any  u\v  or  (latute  to  the  coi.- 
trary  Iiereufiit  any  wUe  nutwith- 
Handing,  and  without  pajrin^  or 
yMiding  any  cuilora  or  lubkdie, 
cither  inwards  or  outward,  to  m, 
our  heices  or  fucceduurs,  for  the 
iMne,  by  the  fpaee  of  feven  years 
from  the  dar  of  the  date  of  tfaele 
prefents.  Provklcd  that  none  of 
the  Ctid  nerlims  be  fuch  as  (hall 
be  hereaftrr  by  r)>eciall  name  rc- 
flraincdhy  u«,  our  heires  or  fncc»f- 
ftiurr. 


And  far  theire  further  incou- 
ragement.of  our  eftxcml  grace  and 
favour,  we  do  by  tne(e  prefotfs  tor 
us,  our  heires,  and  luccellburs, 
yeekl  and  grant  to  the  (aid  Gover- 
nor imd  Companie  and  theire  fuc- 
eeliburs  and  every  of  them,  their 
favors  and  aflignes,  that  they  and 
every  of  them  (hall  be  free  and 
qukt  from  ull  taxes,  fubfidies  and 
cutlomes  in  New- England  foi*  the 
like  f)xice  of  (even  years,  and  from 
all  taxes  and  inipoiitions  for  the 
(pace  of  twenty  and  one  yearcs 
upon  all  goods  and  mercbuadifea 
at  any  time  or  times  hereafter, 
either  upon  inmortatkm  thither, 
or  exportation  from  thence,  into 
our  reahne  of  England,  or  Into  any 
other  of  our  dominions,  by  the  fuid 
C^veroour  and  Cumpanie  and 
their  fucceiTours,  their  deputies, 
factors  and  ailiKues,  or  any  ot  them, 
except  only  tiie  live  pounds  per 
centum  due  fur  cuftume  upon  all 
fuch  goods  and  merchandilcs,  us 
after  the  faid  feven  yeares  (laJl  be 
expired  diall  be  bruuglit  or  import- 
ed into  our  realuie  of  Englantl,  or 
any  other  of  our  dominions,  ac- 
cording to  tlie  ancient  trade  uf 
merchants;  which  live  pounds  j^r 
centum  onalv  being  paid,  it  (Tiall 
be  thenceforth  lawliiU  and  free  for 
the  faitl  adventurers  the  fame 
goods  and  incrcluindi/.es^  to  exjwrt 
and  cm  rj’ out  of  our  faid  domkii- 
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Sfijlis  Acted  for  all  public  offices,  both  for  the  liiagiflracy 
and  rtiniftry.  Accordingly  at  a general  court,'  held  at 
Boflon  September  8 th,  1630,  a fubfcriptionwas  opened 
forbuildingacollcgeatNewTown,  thename  of  which 
they  changed  to  Cambridge.  The  fubfcriptions  were 
at  firft  buifraall,  butfuch  was  the  real  and  emulation 
of  cbofe  colouHls,  that  in  a fhort  time  the  money  raif*- 
ed  was  confiderablc.  Mr  John  Harvard,  miniller  at 
Carlcftdwn,  by  his  laft  will,  bequeathed  775I.  17s.  2d. 
For  the  purpofc  of  building  a college,  which  was  pre- 


R 


nns  into  fotei^e  parts.  Without 
any  cultome,  taxe  or  other  duty  to 
be^id  to  us,  our  heires  or  fuc- 
ceflours,  or  to  any  other  oSiceni 
or  minilters  of  us,  our  heires  and 
Tucceflours.  Provided  that  Uie 
laid  goods  Ond  nierchandires  be 
fliipp^  out  within  thirteen  months 
aftertheir  fird  landing  within  any 
part  of  tl)e  Paid  doiniriioiis. 

And  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
fuccelFours  give  and  grant  unto 
the  faid  Govemuur  and  Conipaiiie 
and  their  fucceflburs,  that  when- 
foever,  or  fo  often  as  any  cultome 
or  fublidie  lhall  grow  due  or  paya- 
able  unto  us,  our  heirs,  or  fuccef- 
fours,  according  to  tlic  limitation 
and  appointment  aforefaid,  by  rea- 
foil  ot  any  good',  wares,  or  mer- 
chandifes  to  oe  ibtpped  out,  or  any 
return  to  bs  made  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or,  inerchandifes,  unto  or 
from  the  (aid  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land hereby  mentioned  to  be  grant- 
ed as  aforelaid,  or  any  of  the  lands 
and  territories  aforelaid,  that  then 
Mid  fo  often  and  in  fuch  cals  the 
farmers,  cuftomers,  and  officers  of 
our  cultoms  of  England  and  Ireland 
and  every  of  them  tor  the  time 
being,  upon  lequelt  made  to  them 
by  the  faiJ  Coremorand  Companie 
or  their  fucceifours,  factors,  or 
aSi^es,  and  upon  convenient  (je- 
runty  lo  be  given  in  that  befaalfe, 
(hail  give  and  allows  unto  theTald 


fcncly 

Govemour  and  Corhpante  and  their 
fiiccetlbiirs,  and  to  alfand  every  per- 
Ibn  and  perfons  free  of  that  Coin- 
panie  as  aforefaid,  fir.  months  time 
f<vr  the  payment  of  one  halfe  of  all 
fuchctiiloine  and  fuWidie  as  Ih.all 
be  payable  unto  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucre^fours,  for  the  fame,  for  which 
tliefc  our  letters  patents,  or  tlie 
duplicate  or  the  inrulhnent  iljere- 
of,  lhall  be  unto  our  faid  officers  a 
fulficient  warrant  and  difcliargc. 
Neverthelds,  our  will  and  pleafurc 
is,  tliat  any  of  the  faid  goods,  ware., 
and  merchaudifes  which  be  or  (hall 
be  at  any  time  hereafter  landed  or 
cxportctl  out  of  any  of  our  realiu'-i 
aforefaid,  anti  (hall  be  (hipped  with 
a ptirpofe  not  to  be  carried  to  the 
arts  of  New  England  aforendd, 
in  to  (bme  other  place,  that  then 
Inch  payment,  dutie,  cuftonie,  im- 
poiition>  or  forfeiture  (hall  be  paid 
or  belong  to  us,  our  heirs  tind 
fuccedburs.lbr  tlie  faid  goods.wares 
and  merchandife  fo  fradulcntly 
fought  to  be  tranfported,  as  if  thi; 
our  grant  had  not  been  made  or 
granted. 

And  wee  do  fiirtlier  ss  ill  and  by 
thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
fuccedburs  firmly  enjoine  and  com- 
inande,  as  well  the  Treafurer, 
Chancellor  and  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer of  Us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
cefibrs,  as  alfo  all  and  (Ingiilar  tbe 
cultomers,  farmers,  and  colledors 
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fently  begun,  and  a committee  appointed  to  promote 
this  noble  defign.  This  academy  received  the  name 
of  Harvard  college  from  one  of  its  firft  and  principal 
benefaftors.  While  this  college  was  building,  a num- 
ber of  fcholars  were  preparing  under  one  Na- 
thaniel Eaton,  an  excellent  fcholar,  but  a man  of 
bad  morals,  and  a great  tyrant.  Cotton  Mather,  in 
his  Hidory  of  New-Jjigland,  obferves  of  him,  that  it 
might  be  truly  faid,  thatfuch  as  were  educated  under 
him,  received  their  education  in  the  fchool  of  Tyrannus. 


of  the  ciiflonies,  fubfidies  and  im- 
ports, and  other  the  officers  and 
minirters  of  us,  our  heircs  and  i'uc- 
certors,  whatfoever  for  the  time 
being,  that  they  and  every  of  tliem, 
upon  the  ffiewing  forth  luito  them 
of  thefe  letters  patents,  or  the  du- 
plicate or  exemplitication  of  the 
fame,  without  any  other  writt  or 
warrant  whatfoever  from  us,  our 
heires  or  fnccellours,  to  l>e  obtain- 
ed or  filed  forth,  do  and  lliall  make 
full,  whole,  entire  and  due  allow- 
ance and  cleare  difdtarge  unto  the 
faid  Coveriiour  and  Companic  and 
tlieire  fuccertburs,  of  all  curtonis, 
fubfidies,  impofitions,  taxes,  aud 
duties  whatfoever  tliat  (hall  or  may 
be  claymed  by  us,  our  heires  and 
fuccertburs,  of  or  from  the  fakl  Go- 
vernour  and  Conipanie  and  their 
fuccertburs,  for  or  by  reafon  of  the 
faid  goods/  diatteis,  wares,  mer- 
cliandlfes  and  premifles,  to  be  ex- 
ported nu(  of  our  faid  dominions, 
or  any  of  them,  into  any  part  of 
the  faid  lands  or  premifles  hereby 
mentioned  to  be  given,  granted,  and 
confirmed,  or  for,  or  by  reafon 
of  any  of  the  Ciid  goods,  chattels, 
wares  or  merchandifes  to  be  im- 
ported from  the  faid  lands  and 
premifles  hereby  mentioned  to  be 
given,  granted  and  confirmed,  into 
any  of  our  faid  dominions,  or  any 
part  thereof,  as  aforefaid,  ejtcept- 
ing  only  the  faid  five  pounds  per 


On 


centum  hereby  referved  and  pay- 
able after  the  expiration  of  tlie  faid 
terme  of  feven  yeares  as  aforefaid 
and  not  before.  And  thefe  our 
letters  patents,  or  the  inrollment, 
duplicate  or  exemplification  of  tlie 
fame  (hall  for  ever  hereafter  from 
time  to  time,  at  well  to  the  Trea- 
fiircr,  Chancellor  and  Barons  of 
the  hxchequer  of  us,  onr  heires, 
and  fuccertburs,  as  to  all  and  lingu- 
lar the  niifoiners.  Farmers  and 
t.olleifors  of  tlie  culfomes  (bbfi- 
dies  and  imports,  of  us,  our  heires 
and  fuccertburs,  anil  all  fearchers 
and  other  the  officers  and  mini- 
fters  whatfoever  of  us,  our  heires, 
and  fuccertburs,  for  the  time  being, 
be  a fiifficient  warrant  and  difehargs 
in  this  behalfe. 

And  further  our  will  and  plea- 
fure  is,  and  we  doe  hereby  for  us, 
onr  lieires  and  fuccertburs,  oulalne, 
declare  and  grant  to  the  faid  Go- 
vernour  and  Companic  and  theirs 
fuccertburs,  That  all  and  every  the 
fubjeds  of  Its  our  heires  and  fuccef- 
fonrs,  which  (hall  goe  to  and  inha- 
bite  wit  liin  the  faid  lands  and  pre- 
mirtes  hereby  mentioned  to  be 
granted,  and  every  of  tlieire  chil- 
dren which  ffiall  liappen  to  be 
home  there,  or  on  the  feas  in  go- 
ing thither  or  reluming  from 
thence,  ffiall  have  and  enj^  all  li- 
berties and  immunities  of  free  and 
naturall  fubjetls  within  any  of  the 
iiomluioas 
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On  Attgufta^th  ,1640,  the  magiftrates  and  minifters 
of  the  colony  chofe  Mr  Henry  Dunftar,  prefident  of 
this  new  college  ; and  afterwards  the  general  affembly  • 
endowed  it  with  a charter,  and  made  it  a corporation 
confilling  of  a prefident,  tw'o  fellows,  and  a treafur- 
cr  ; referving  unto  the  governor,  deputy  governor 
and  all  the  magiftrates  of  the  colonies,  and  the  mini- 
fters of  the  fix  neai'eft  towns  for  the  time  being,*-to 
beoverfeers  or  vffitors  of  this  fociety.  The  langua-* 
ges  and  arts  were  now  taught  in  the  college  and  great 


domiuloas  of  «is.  our  bcires  or  (iic- 
celTuurs,  to  all  intents  cujillriiaions 
and  purpofes  wliatfuevcr,  as  if 
they  and  every  of  them  were  borne 
within  the  re^me  of  Eiiftland.  And 
that  the  Governour  aiid  Depiity- 
Cuvernour  of  the  faid  Coinpaiiie 
for  the  time  being,  or  either  of, 
them,  and  any  two,  or  more,  of, 
fucb  of  the  faid  Afli^ants  as  fliall 
be  tbereouto  appointed  hy  the  faid 
Governour  and  Conipaiiie,  at  any 
of  their  courts  or  aftimblies  to  be 
held  as  aforefajd,  tluiil  and  may  at 
all  tyraes,  and  from  tyme  to  tyiiie, 
hereafter  have  full  power  pnd  au- 
thority to  adiuiuUler  and  give  the 
oath  and  oaths  of  fuprentacie  and 
idleglance,  pc  eitlier  of  them,  to 
all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons 
wliicli  lliall  at  any  tyme  or  tyines, 
hereafter  goc  or  paile  to  the  lands 
and  pretjjiffcs  hereby  mentioned 
to  be  . granted,  to  inhabite  in  the 
fame. 

And  wee  do  of  our  further  grace, 
certain  knowledge  and  inecrc  mo- 
tion give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Go- 
vernniir  and  Companie  and  their 
fuccelTours,  tint  it  lliall  and  iiuiy 
be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  Gover- 
nour Deputy  Governour  and 
fuch  of  the  Affiflaiits  and  I'reemen 
of  the  faid  Company  for  the  tyme 
being  as  (hall  be  afl'cmbled  in  any 
of  tlwir  generall  courts  aforcfaid, 
or  in  any  other  courts  to  be  fpe- 


regularity 

cially  fujnmoiicd  and  alfembled 
for  th.at  purpofe,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them  (whereof  the  Gover- 
nour or  Iveputy  Governour  and 
fixe  of  tlie  Anillants  to  be  always 
feven)  from  time  to  time  to  make, 
ordaine,  and  eflabliHi  all  manner  of 
wholefome  and  realunable  orders, 
laws,  Uatutes  and  ordhiances,  di- 
retllions  and  indrudfions  not  con- 
trary to  the  lawes  of  this  our  re- 
nlme  of  England,  as  well  for  the 
fettling  of  tM  formes  and  ceremo- 
nies of  govemmeut  and  magillra- 
cie  fitt  and  nccelhu7  for  the  faid 
plantation  and  tlie  inhabitants 
there,  and  for  naineing  and  ftyling 
tif  all  forts  of  officers  botli  fupwri- 
or  and  infeiioiir  which  they  (hall 
find  needful  for  tliat  government 
and  phunatlon,  and  the  diftingnilli- 
ing  and  fetting  forth  of  the  feverall 
duties,  powers,  and  limits  of  eve- 
ry fuch  office  and  place,  and  the 
formes  of  fuch  caihes  warrantable 
by  the  lawes  and  flalutcs  of  this 
our  realine  of  England,  tts  (hall  be 
ref[>ecUvely  minillered  unto  them, 
for  the  execution  of  the  faid  fevc- 
rai  offices  and  places,  as  :dfo  foi- 
the  difpofing  and  orcleriiig  of  the 
eletlinns  of  Inch  of  the  fa'd  officers 
as  (hall  be  annual,  and  of  fuch  o- 
tliers  as  (liall  be  to  fucceed  in  cafe 
of  death  or  lemovall,  and  miiiif- 
tering  the  faid  oatlies  to  tlie  new 
cledled  officers  ; anJ  for  impoli- 

tion 
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rcgularity  was  obferved.  To  fuppwt  tUis  coUege^ 
the  revenues  of  Charleftown  Ferry  were  appropria- 
ted by  an  aft  of  a general  court,  but  the  benefaftions 
at  lafl  were  fo  numerous,  that  the  funds  there- 
of became  exceedingly  ftrong.  A good  library  was 
fee  up,  and  enriched  by  many  donations  of  books 
from  gentlemen  in  England,  among  whom  were  Sir 
Knelem  Digby,  Sir  John  Maynard,  Mr  Richard  Bax- 
ter, and  Mr  Jofeph  HiU.  To  all  thefe  benefaftions 


the  famous  Theophilus  C 

tion  of  lawful  fynes,  mnl£b,  im- 
prifonment,  or  other  law-ful  cor- 
rection, according  to  the  courfc  of 
other  Corporations  of  this  our  re- 
alme  of  England,  and  for  the  di- 
redting,  ruleing  and  dlfpofing  of 
all  other  matters  and  things  where- 
by our  laid  people  inhabiteing  there 
may  be  fo  religionlly,  peaceably 
ami  civilly  goveir.cd,  as  theire  good 
life  and  orderly  cons'erfation  may 
winne  and  invite  the  natives  of 
that  coimlry  to  the  knowledge  and 
obedience  of  the  onely  true  Cod 
and  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  the 
chriftiau  faith,  which  in  our  royall 
intention  anti  the  adventurers  Tree 
])rofcflion  Is  the  principal  end  of 
this  plantation.  Willing,  com- 
manding and  requiring,  and  by 
thefe  prefciits  for  us,  our  heires  and 
fuccenburs,  ordaining  and  appoint- 
ing, that  all  fnch  orders,  lawes, 
Ihitutes  and  ordinances,  inftnic- 
tions  and  dircChions  as  lhall  be 
made  by  the  Govemour  or  Depu- 
ty Goveriiour  cf  the  faid  Com- 
)>any  and  fnch  of  the  Affiflanti 
anti  Freemen  as  aforefaid,  and  pu- 
bl  idled  in  writing  under  theire 
common  fcale,  (hall  be  carefully 
and  and  du'y  obferved,  kept  per- 
formed and  pnt  in  execution  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and 
meaneing  of  the  fame.  And  thefe 
our  letters  patents,  or  the  dupli- 
cate or  exemplification  tkereef. 


lale,  who  wrote  the  Court 

of 

ftiall  be  to  all  and  every  ftich  *111- 
cers,  fuperiour  and  inferiour,  from 
tyme  to  tjTne,  for  the  putting  of 
the  fame  orders,  lawes,  ftatutes 
and  ordinances,  mftriiftions  and 
directions  in  due  execution,  againft 
us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflburs,  a fuf- 
fi'cielit  warrant  and  difeharge. 

And  wee  doc  fiirther,  for  us,  onr 
heirs  atid  fuccefTours,  give  and 
grant  to  the  faid  Govenioiir  and 
Companie  and  their  fucceflburs,  by 
thefe  prelents.  That  all  and  every 
fucb  chiefe  Commanders,  captains, 
govr.'nours  and  other  officers  and 
rainiffers,  as'  by  the  faid  orders,  ‘ 
lawes,  Itatutes,  ordinances,  inftruc- 
tions  or  direCtitms  of  the  faid  Go- 
vemonr  and  Companie  "for  the'  ' 
tyme  being,  fhall  be  from  time  to 
time  hereafter  employed  cither  in 
the  government  of  the  faldinhabi-  * 
tants  and  plantation,  or  in  the  way' 
by  fea  thither  or  from  thence,'  ac-  > 
cording  to  the  natures  and  limits 
of  theire  offices  and  places- refpec- 
tively,  fliall  from  tyme  to  tyme 
hereafter  forever  within  the  pre- 
cinCfs  arid  parts  of  New  England 
hereby  mentioned  to  be  ’ granted 
and  confirmed,  or  in' the  wav  by 
fea  thither,  or  from  thence,  liSve 
full  and  abrolnte  power  arid  au- 
thority to  correct, punifh,  pardon, 
goveme  and  rule,  fiich  the  fliLijeCls 
of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbtifs,  as 
fhall  from  tyme  to  tyme  adven- 
ture 
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of  the  Gentiles,  added  his  own  library  which  he  left 
to  Harvard  college.  Thus  was  the  academy  furnifli- 
ed  with  mathematical  indruments,  and  books  of  all 
forts,  and  fupplied  with  the  bed  of  raaders.  Dun* 
(Ur,  who  was  the  firfl  preiident,  Iqd  his  place  by 
mrning  Anabaptid,  and  Mr  Charles  Chancey  was  ap.' 
pointed  in  his  dead.  ' Both  the  manner  of  admidiot) 
wd  the  method  of  teaching  in  this  college  were  very 
eaaft  and  particular. 

Thofe  who  had  attended  a gramn)ar*fchool  till  they 

could 


tore  themrelves  in  any  voyage  thi> 
tfaer  or  from  tbence,  or  that  Ihall 
ju  any  time  hereiUter  inhabits 
imthiD  the  precincts  and  parts  of 
New- England  aforeraid,  according 
to  the  orders,  laws,  ordinances, 
inilruttions  and  direitions  afore- 
faid,  not  being  rraugnant  to  the 
l^ws  and  (latutes  of  our  realme  of 
fcngland  asaforefaid. 

And  we  do  finther,  for  us  our 
hetres  wid  fucccflbrs,  give  and 
giant  to  the  faid  Govemour  and 
Conpanie  and  their  fucceiibrs,  by 
thde  prefents.  That  it  Ihall  and 
may  beiawful  to  and  for  the  chief 
commanders,  govemours  and  offi- 
cers of  the  (bid  OMnpanie  for  tlie 
tyme  being,  who  (halt  be  relidcnt 
in  the  Taid  part  of  New  England 
ia  America  by  thefe  prefents  grant- 
ed. and  others  there  inhabiteing, 
by  their  appointment  and  diredUon 
from  tyuie  to  tyme  and  at  all 
tymes  hereafter,  for  their  fpcciall 
defence  and  -fafety  to  encuuKer, 
rraulfe,  repeil  and  rdilt  by  force 
oiarmes,  as  well  by  Tea  as  by  land, 
and  by  all  (ittuig  wayes  and  means 
wbatfoever,  all  fuch  perfon  and 
perfons  as  (ha!!  at  any  tyme  here- 
after attempt  or  enteiprife  tla:  de- 
(trudliun,  invafioD,  detriment  or 
annoyance  of  the  faid  plantation 
or  inhabitants : And  to  take  and 
furprize  by  all  wayes  and  means 
whatroever  all  ami  every  fuch  per- 


(bn  and  perlons,  w’lth  their  (hipps^ 
armour,  ammunition,  and  utnei< 
mMKls,  as  (hall  in  holtile  manner 
Invade  and  attempt  the  defeatinge 
of  the  (aid  plantation,  or  the  hurt 
of  the  faid  Compauie  and  inhabi- 
tants. Neverthelefs,  our  will  and 
pleafure  is,  aud  we  do  hereby  de->' 
Clare  to  all  Chridiaii  Kings,  Prin- 
ces and  States,  That  if  any  perfon 
or  perfons  which  (hall  bereaherbe 
of  the  faid  Companie  or  plantation, 
or  any  other  by  iycence  Or  appoint- 
ment of  the  faid  Govemour  and 
Companie  for  tlie  tyme  being,  (hall 
at  any  tyme  or  tymes  hereafter, 
robb  or  fpoyle  by  fea  or  by  land, 
or  do  any  hurt,  violence,  or  unlaw'-' 
full  boltility  to  any  of  the  fubje<^b 
of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccedburs,  or 
any  of  the  (hbjefls  of  any  Prince  or 
State  being  then  in  league  and  a- 
mity  with  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc-' 
ceflours,  and  that  upon  fuch  hijuty' 
done,  and  upon  jult  complaint  Of 
fbch  Prince  or  State  or  theire  fub- 
je^.  Wee,  our  lieirs  or  lucccf- 
fors,  (hall  make  open  proclamation 
within  any  of  the  parts  witliin  bur 
realme  of  England  commodious' 
for  that  purpo^,  that  the  perfon 
or  perfons  having  committed  any 
fuch  robbery  or  fpoyle,  (hall,  with- 
in the  term  limited  by  fiich  a pro- 
clamation, make  full  reUitution  or 
fatisfadUon  of  all  fuch  injuries  dune, 
fo  as  the  (kid  Princes  or  others  (b 
complaining 
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could  read  any  clailical  author^  and  turn  it  into  £ng* 
Jidi,  could  readily  make  and ' fpeak  L^itin,  and  write 
itiujprofeor  verfe,  and  could ‘decline  Greek  nouns 
and  verbs,  were  judgcd’iquzliiied  for  admiiiion,  and 
upon  examination,  -were  accordingly  admitted  by  the 
prefident  and  fdlows:  , After  that,  they  figncd  the 
college  laws,  which  they  were  to  tranfcribc  and  prc-t 
ferve  as  continual  ntbhitors  of  the  duties  which’ they 
were  obliged  by  their  privileges  to  obfcrvc.  iThe 
prefident  infpe^ed  the  manners  of  the  fludents^  and 

every 

camp) tininft  may  hould  themrelves  by  thefci  prefents  panted  fnchf 
fully  fatisiied  and  contented.  And  wharfes,  Oaees,  and  workhoofejar 
•hat  if  the  Paid  perTon  or  peilbns  flial!  be  necdran’  I'or  the  foltin^^ 
1»Y big  Committed  fuch  robtery  or  drying,  keeping  and  packing  up  of 
^yle  fliall  not  make,  or  cauft  to  Uieir  nfli  to  be  taken  or  gotten  up^! 
bp  made,  fatisfai^ioii  accordingly,  on  tliat  coaA ; and  to  cut  docvne' 
VvithiH  Gich  ^’Hie  fo  to  be  lymited,  and  take  I'uch  trees  and  other  ma*'. 
tiiattben  it  thall  be  lawful!  fior  us,  teriah  there  graving,  or  being,  osl 
our  heires  and  fuccefTors,  to  putt  lhall  be  needful  for  that  >puipofo,I 
tlie  Paid  perjbii  or  perfons  out  of  and  for  other  iieceffary  eadbnmts,'. 
our  allegiance  and  protei^bion;  and  helps  and  advantage  eoaceraing 
that  it  lhall  be  lau't'ull  and  free  for  all  theire  Paid  trade  of  ftfliing  there,' 
Prinonin  profecute  with  hoftility  in  fuch  manner' and  form*  as  they , 
rile  Paid  orfeiiders  and  every  ot  them  have  been  heretofore  lat  any  cyme' 
tbeire  procurers,  ayders,  abet-  accullomed  to  doe,  without  make-) 
^ors  and  coivforters  in  that  behalfe.  ing  any  w’ilfull.walle  or  l^yle,  any 
Provided  alPo,  and  our  exprelie  thing  in  thele  prefents  contain^  to ' 
will,  and  pleat  lire  is,  and  wee  do'  to  the  contrary  nourithllanding. 
by  tbde  prrPonts  for  us,  our  heires  And  we  doc  further  for  us,  our' 
anti  luccdlbrs,,  ordaine  and  ap-.  heirs  and  Pucccllburs,  ordaine  and 
point,  that  thefe  prefents  lhall  i»t  grant  the  Paid  Governour  and  Ctrtii-- 
many  manner  enure,  or  be  taken  jianieandtheircfucccirourshy'thefe- 
ti> abridge,  Iwrrc  or  hinder  any  of  prefents,  that  tbefe  our  letters  iia- 
our  loving  lobjeiSs  whatfoever  toi  tents ihall  be  finne,  piod,  rlFeftu- 
nfe  and  exercile  tlic  trade  of  filhiug  a?  and  available,  in . aij..thb^s  and 
upon  that  ooiill  of  Ncw-Euglaiuj;  tn  nil. intents  and  conflru^ions  of 
in  America  by  thele  prefents  men-  lawe,  according  to  our  true  .niean- 
tloijed  to  bo  grantra;  But  that  ing  herein  before  declared,  and 
ti,iey  er  any  and  every  or  any  of  lhall  b«  cnoltrued,  reputed,  and 
tlt'im  lhall  have  full  and  free  power  adjudged  in  all  cafe  moll  favour- 
a)ui  liberty  lo  continue  and  life,  ably  bn  the  liehalfe  and  for  the  be- 
tbeir  faid  trade  of  hlhing  upon  the  > nelit  and  behoofe  of  the  Paid  Go- 
fuid.coaftbi  any  of  the  Peas  there-  sxmnur  and  Ciompanic  aud  their 
unto  adjoineing,  or  any  amies  of  fucccflbrs ; Although  exprelfe  inen- 
tbefcasor  fah-warcr  rivers  where  tion  of  the  true  yrarely  value,  or 
llky  have  beene  wont  to  filh,  and  certainty  of  tlir.preniiires,  or  any 
ta  bplld  ,-uid  fet  upon  the  lands  of  thtni,  or  of  uq- dthcr  gifts  or 
j grants 
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cfCfy  jnorning  and  evening  faid  pta/crtf  iiv  the  commoa 
hall ; to  which  was  joined  an  expohtioa.of  fome  chap, 
torfe'r.pf  the  • old  •teftamcm,  which h|he  ftudents  read 
ovi.of  Hebrew  into  Qreek  in  ihc^mprning  ; and  ia 
the  evening  fome  part  ,of  the  New  'Teftiiment  out  of 
EngHlh  into.  Greeks  He  alfo  preached  upon  Sunday 
upon  what  fobjefts  he  judged  .mofl;  proper  in  the 
church ’in  Cambridge,  where  the  ftudents  had  a gal- 
lery allotted  them,  and  where  thoy  ufually  attended. 
The  fellows  refident  were.alfo  tutors  in  the  college  j 
who,  after  they  had  taught  the,ftudents^Hebrew,  in- 
ftrufted  them  in  the  liberal  arts,^before  the  firft  four 
years  were  expired.  During  this  time  they  had  their 
weekly  declamations,  and  difputes,  in  the  college  hall, 
every  Friday,  where  either  the  prefident  or  the  fel- 
lows afled  as  moderators.  Such  as  flood  candidates 
for  degrees,  were  obliged  to  attend  in  the  hall  for 
certain  hours,  on  Mondays  and  on  Tuefdays,  for  three 
weeks  together,  in  the  middle  of  June.  Tbefe  were 
called  • viGtaiion  weeks,  when  all  who  pleafed,  might 
alk  them  any  queflions,  and  examine  them  concerning 
their  fkill  in  the  languages,  or  the  fcicnces,  which  they 

• . • profclTed 

I 

gtants,  by  us  or  any  otlier  of  our  'or  any  other  matter,  esafe,  or 
progenitors  or  predeceUbrs,  to  tlie  thing  whatlbcver  to  the  contriity 
torefaid  Governor  ahd  Compauie  thereof  iu  any  wile  notwjtlai.ujd- 
betore  this  time  niade,  in  thefe  ing.  In  wltnefs  whereof  we  fcavfe 
prcicuts  is  not  made,  or  any  Uatuttf , caufcdthele’our  It'tersto  be  ituu^ 
aft.  ordinance,  provifion,  procla-  patent.  Witnefs  ourfeives  at 
mation  or  reftraint  to  the  contra-  Weftminfler,  the  fourth  day  of 
r>- thereof  heretofore  had,  made,  March  in  tire  fourth  ye^rc  ol  our 
publdhed,  ordained  or  provided,  rcigue. 


f 
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Tliisis  a true  copy  of  fucli  let- 
ters patents  under  the  great 
feal  01  Eiwlaild.  Inteltiiiiony 
wiwreof  \\ ohn  W iathrop  go- 
I’cruour  of  the  ftlaflachuretts 
aforefaid  have  caufed  tlic  pub- 
lick  lealof  the  lame  tobchcre- 
unto  affixed  this  19th  day  of 
the  mouth  called  March  1643. 

1644 

JOHN  WINTHROP,  Governor, 
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prorefled  td  uoderftaod.'  Oo  thisoceafioDyitwascoiii^ 
mon  for  fome  of  the  orerfeers,  while  they  were  fittiag 
foUlice,as  itwascalledj  tovifitthem,withadefignoffee- 
ing  their  improyementi  When  the  time  of  commence^ 
ment  began,  which' Wais  at  fird,  the  fecood  > Tuefday! 
df  Auguftj  but  afterwards  the  firft  Wednefday  of 
July,  thofe  who  were  to  proceed  batchelors,  held 
their  aft  publicly  in  Cambridge,  where  both  the  ffia- 
gidrates,  and  tniniders,  attended,  to  confer  honoui* 
«pon  their  exercifes.  Thcfe  exercifes  were,  belldes 
an  oration  delivered  by  the  prefident.  Orations  deli'» 
veredbythe  commenccrsj  Wherein  ftiitable  compli- 
ments were  paid  to  the  audience^  according  to  their 
charafters,  dignities,  and  offices.  Thefe  academical 
orations  were  made  not  only  in  latin,  but  fornctime^ 
in  Greek  and  Hebrew.  But  the  principal  exercifci 
were  difputations  upon  quedionsj  where  the  refpon- 
dents  exhibited  a thefis  which  might  be  impugned'  by 
any  who  pleafed.  In  conclufion,  the  prefident  deliver- 
ed a book  into  the  hands  of  the  candidates,  and  gave 
them  their  firft  degree.  Thofe  who  were  admitted 
to  the  degree  of  Mafters  of  Arts,  were  obliged  to  un- 
dergo  a new  trial,  and  difpute  upon  fome  quedion 
fuited  to  the  time  they  had  dudied.  When  this  was 
finidied,  they  received  their  degree  with  the  fame 
formality  as  in  the  fird.  Such  diligence  and  driftnefs 
could  not  but  have  great  influence  in  promoting  learn- 
ing, and  preventing  many  from  wafting  their  time 
idly,  as  happens  in  many  European  univcrfities,where 
fuch  difeipline  is  not  obferved.  Whether  this  order 
if  dill  obferved,  I will  not  pretend  to  fay  j but  accor- 
ding to  the  laws  and  datutes  of  the  college,  it  ought 
to  be  kept  up.  The  datutes  are  foexprefs,  that  they 
mud  expofe  tbcmfelvcs  greatly,  to  depart  from 
them. 


There 
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There  are  twenty-three  rules  in  their  ftatutcs 
Very  exprefs,  * and  ftrong,  that  would- be  thought' 
rather  too  fevere  for  either  of  the  two  univerfities  in 
Old  England. 

S What 


• Statutes  and  Privileges 

Sucli  as  are  capable  to  read 
Cicero,  or  any  fiich  like  cladic 
authors,  and  can  fpeak  and  write 
latin  in  proib  and  verfe,  and  can 
alfo  decline  the  Greek  nouns  and 
verbs,  may  be  admitted  into  the 
' college.  None  can  be  admitted 
otberwile. 

II,  All  that  are  aflmltted  Itito 
this  college  are  to  he  received 
into  afellotv/hip,  and  pay  three 

* pounds  to  the  llewanrat  theire 
admifiion,  and  at  the  end  of 
' every  quarter  of  a year,  pay  what 
expencetfare  due  for  their  Ixiard. 
No  (Indent  (hall  be  allowed  to 
dine  or  fup  out  of  the  college 
witliout  leave  from  the  prefident 
or  tutors.  But  if  any  ftudent 
lhall,  for  the  fake  of  receiving 
inftruclion  which  caiuiot  be  had 
in  the  college,  go  out  of  it,  he 
fliall  forfeit  no  privilege. 

III,  W’hlle  they  continue 'in  the 
college  they  mult  attend  all  the 
proper  times  appointed  for  in- 
itnic'tion,  and  improve  their  time 
diligently  in  rtudy. 

IV,  All  i^ents  IhaM  be  obliged 
to  perforrn  every  religious, ' as 
well  as  fchool  exercife,  peculiar 
to  his  ftation,  both  publicly  and 
privately.  nd  while  they  are 
pupils  they  flnll  deliver  a public 
oration  fix  times  every  year. 
The  mailers  of  arts  are  to  be 
twice  a v/eok  prefent  at  llie  jnib- 
lic  dirputarious,  and  both  Ha- 
cbelors  and  Mailers  make  an  a- 
nalyfis  of  forae  part  of  facred  lite- 
rature. Once  in  the  haif  year,  the 
Bachelors  lhali  publicly  difiuls 
fonic  philofophical  qucltions  un- 
iler  the  government  of  the  prs- 
lident,  or  in  his  abfeucc,  under 


of  the  Harvard  College. 

Ihe  direftion  of  the  fenior  tutors 
in  their  ttirns. 

V.  No  fhident  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  lluill  ki-ep  com- 
pany with  perfoas  of  loolc  aud 
corrupt  morals. 

VI.  Nolhident,  without  leave  from 

the  jjrefident  and  tutors,  lhali 
go  out  of  the  town ; nor  lhali 
any  one,  whatever  be  his  rank 
and  degree,  be  allowed  to  eat 
and  drink  in  taverns  or  ordina- 
ries, unlefs  called  by  his  parents, 
guardians,  or  fuch  like  near  r«-  ‘ ' 

rations. 

VII.  No  fcholar,  without  the  ap- 
probation of  his  parents,  guar- 
dians or  tutors,  lhali  give  away, 
fell , or  lend  any  thing.  If  he  does 
he  lhali  te  lined  by  the  prelident 
and  tutors,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  offence. 

VIII.  All  fcholars  mull  wear  de- 
cent apparel,  and  abflain  from 
guady  drefs,  nor  mull  any  go 
out  of  the  college  without  ms 
govv-n  or  cloak. 

IX.  Every  fcholar  wljo  is  not  a 
graduate,  lliaU  only  be  called  by 
his  own  name,  imlels  he  is  a fellow 
commoner,  the  eldell  fun  of  a 
knight,  or  of  fome  noble  falnily. 

X.  Kvecy  commoner  lhali  pay  hvc 
pounds  for  the  conllant  life  of 
the  college  before  he  is  admit- 
ted, 

XI.  Ever>-  Undent,  in  the  condi- 
tion of  a pupil,  lhali  pay  two 

■ pounds  to  his  tutor  every  year  : 
cut  if  he  is  a commoner,  "he  lhali  • 
nay  three  pounds. 

XII.  None  of  the  older  Ihulenf, 
except  the  tutors  or  fellows  Hiall 
be  allowed  to  force  any  of  the 
younger  ones  to  go  errands,  cr 

do 
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Whatever  might  be  the  errors  and  abfurdities  iii 
the  conduct  of  thefe  colouids,  it  mull  be  allowed  that 
they  were  at  great  pains,  both  to  fupportlearni  ngand 

religion  ; 


do  any  other  thing  by  threaten- 
ings,  words,  or  blows.  If  any 
one,  not  aipiduate,  break  this 
rule,  he  ihatl  be  punilhed  by  bo- 
dily corredlion,  exptilfion,  or 
otherwife  as  tlie  preAdent  and 
fellows  fhall  think  nt. 

XIII.  None  of  the  Ihidents  (hall 
be  allowed  to  play  at  cards,  dice, 
or  any  kind  or  game  for  money, 
under  the  penalty  of  twenty 
(hilling's,  as  often  as  he  (hall  of- 
fend, if  be  is  a graduate,  if  he  is 
not,  he  (hall  be  fined  according 
to  the  pkafure  of  the  preftdent 
and  tutors. 

XIV.  If  any  (Indent  is  abfent  from 
the  prayers  or  leHbns,  witlioiit 
being  obliged  by  neceffity,  or 
having  obtained  leave  from  the 
prefident  or  tuton,  he  Aiall  be 
admoinfhed  according  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  prefident  or  tu- 
tors, and  if  he  offend  more  than 
once  a week,  be  fhall  be  liable  to 
punifhment. 

XV.  No  Undent,  for  any  caufe 
whatever,  unlefs  Arft  given  no- 
tice of,  and  approved  by  the  pre- 
fident and  marter,  (hall  be  abfent 
from  the  (lated  (tudies  and  ex- 
creifis  of  the  college,  except  an 

. 1,  half  hour 'at  breakfaft,  and  an 

<'  hour  and  an  half  at  dinner ; at 

nine  o’clock  at  night  they  (halt 
be  called  to  fupper. 

XV I . If  any  (tudent  tranferefs 
any  divine  law,  or  rule  of  the 
college  wilfully,  or  through 
mere  negligence,  after  being 
twice  admoniflied,  he  fhall  be 
correfted  by  fevererpunilhnients, 
according  as  the  wifdom 

' of  the  prefident  and  nia  tiers  (liall 
think  proper.  But  for  atro- 


cious crimes,  tlie  punifliment 
(hall  be  more  ftumnarily  execu- 
ted. 

XVII.  Every  fcholar  who,  upon 
trial,  can  interpret  tin  Holy 
Scriptures  from  the  original  text 
into  Latin,  and  underftands  lo-  , 
gic,  natural  and  moral  philofo- 
phy,  and  is  blamelefs  in  nis  con- 
venation,  may,  by  the  confent 
of  the  prefident,  at  fome  puUic 
meeting,  be  admitted  to  the  Arfb 
degree.  Otherwife,  not  till  af- 
ter three  years  and  ten  months. 

XVllI  Eveiy  ftudent  who  has  a 
common  place  and  fynopAs  of 
logic,  natural  or  moral  philofb- 
phy,  arithmetic,  geometry,  or  af- 
tronomy,  (hall  exhibit  and  de- 
fend bis  own  Thefts,  and  alfo 
being  found  (killed  m the  origi- 
nal tongues.,  provided  his  mor^s 
are  good,  and  is  approved  bv 
the  college,  (hall  be  judged  wor- 
thy of  tlie  fecond  degree. 

XIX.  It  is  ordained,  that  if  any 
ftudent  Hiall  apply  lumfelf  to  the 
ftudy  of  divimty  before  he  has 
taken  a baclielors  degree,  he 
(hall  take  a degree  of  luafter  of 
arts,  and  apply  carefully  to  the 
ftndy  of  divinity  and  Hebrew, 
which  he  (hall  ftudy  feven  years, 
during  which  time,  he  (hall  dif- 
pute  againft  a bachelor  of  divi- 
ty,  and  once  be  a ref|x>ndeni,  he 
Aiall  preach  once  in  Latin,  and 
once  in  EiigUfh,  either  in  the 
church,  or  in  the  college  hall ; 
and  provided  he  has  made  liilli' 
cient  progrefs,  he  (hall  be  made 
a Bachelor  by  a folemn  inaugu- 
ration; wiih  this  provhb,  that 
no  one  Aiall  be  admitted  to  this 
privilege  bclorc  he  has  lludicd 

five 
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religion  ; and  many  perforis,  eminent  both  for  learn- 
ing and  abilities,  were  brought  up  and  tutored  among 
them.  Their  churches'  were  filled  with  learned  and 
religious  minifters,  and  their  chief  magiftratcs  were 
men  of  great  abilities,  and  of  good  charafter.  The 
greateft  number  of  both  their  magiftrates  and  clergy, 
in  the  reign  of  King  William,  had  been  bred  in  the 
Harrard  college,  and  were  perfons  of  no  mean  cha- 
rafler  in  their  country.  A-  lift  of  thofe  who  had  taken 
degrees  in  the  Harvard  college  from  1642  to  1696, 
and  of  their  churches  and  their  paftors  may  be  feen 
in  the  notes*. 

...  ; This 


five  years  from  the  time  tliat 
he  has  taken  his  degree  of  ina- 
fter  of  arts. 

XX.  It  is  ordained,  that  fuch  as 
Jhall  defirc  the  dejjce  of  doctor 
in  divinity,  ftiall  ftudy  divinity 
five  years  from  tlie  time  of  ta- 
king the  bachelors  degree, -ar.d 
before  he  be  admitted  to  this 
privilege,  be  fliall  once  bp  op- 
ponent ano  once  refpondcnt,  in 
fome  Theological  queftions,  and  , 
ifpoflible,  toa  doftor  in  divini- 
ty. He  ihall  preach  once  in  l.a-  , 
tin  and  once  in  Englilh,  either 
jn  fome  church,  or  in  tlte  college 
hall : he  mult  fix  tiines  read  and 
expound  fome  portion  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  within  an  year  after  a 
Iblemn  introduftion,  he  mult 
propole  a queltion,  the  doubts 
and  difficulties  thereof  he  mult 


refolve  in  the  college  hall  pub- 
licly. 

XI.  It  is  ordained,  that  befides 
thofe  exercifes  to  be  performed 
for  degrees  in  divinity,  fuch  as 
lhall  become  a candidate  for  a 
a degree  of  bachelor  in  divinity 
lhall  be  obliged  to  piiblilh  fome 
trait,  according  to  the  dircdtioii 
of  the  mailers  of  tlie  college,  a- 
gainlt  fome  grofs  error  or  here- 
ly,  for  the  benefit  of  the  church. 

XXII.  The  academical  degrees, 
formerly  conferred  by  the  prefi- 
dent  and  mailers  of  tlie  Harvard 
college,  are  to  be  held  valid  and 
fufficient. 

XXII.  Every  fcholar  lhall  pro- 
cure a copy  of  tliefe  laws,  figned 
by  tlie  prefideiit,  and  fome  of  the 
tutors,  before  he  is  admitted  in- 
to the  college.  , , 


A Catalogue  Gentlemen  who  had  taken  degrees  in  the  Harvard  Col 
lege,  from  1642  to  1658. 

Samuel  Bellingham 
Henry  Saltonflall 
Tobias  Bernard 
Nathaniel  Brewller 
»<543- 

John  Jones 
Samuel  Mather  fello. 


1^42. 

Beniamin  Wood 
ridge 

George  Dounlug 
John  Bukcly 
■William  Hubljard 
John  Wilfoa 


Sariiuel  Danford  fellow 
John  Allen 

1644.  164;. 

John  Oliver 
Jeremiah  Holand 
William  Ames 
John  Ruflel 

Samuel 
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This  colony,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fo? 
cond,  and  his  brother  James,  tnet  with  much  trouble, 
though  Charles  had  aftually  confirmed  their  charter, 
and  promifed  them  all  encouragement.  But  the  dif. 
putes  concerning  religion  had  almoft  ruined  all  their 
liberties.  When  this  fovereign  promifed  to  preferye 
.their  patent,  and  confirm  their  charter,  he  alfp  re- 
(juired,  among  other  things,  a refemding  of  all  their 
laws,  and  a repeal  of  every  thing  contrary  to  the  King's 
authority  j the  allowance  of  the  ufe  of  the  Com- 


moQ 


Samuel  Stow 
Jacob  Ward 
bamuel  Johnron 
. 1646.  . 

John  Alcocic 
John  Brock 
(icorge  Stirk 
Nathaniel  White 
164-’. 

ionathan  Mitchel 
lathahiel  iVlather 
Confalant  Star 
John  Barden 
Abraham  Waiver 
Gf-oiye  Hadden 
William  Mildrfiay 
1(^48,  8649. 

John  Rover  prclident 
Samuel  Baton 
Uri.tn  Oaks 
John  Collins 
John  Bowers 
x6'.o. 

William  Stoughton 
John  Glover 
lofhua  Hobhart 

Jeremiah  Hobbart 
;dmund  Wild 
Samuel  Philips 
Leonard  Hoar 
iraac  Alenon 
Jonatlian  Ince 
1651. 

MiehaelWigglefworth 
Margena  Cotton 
Thomas  Dudley 
John  Glover 


Henry  Buttler 
Nathaniel  Pelham 

{ohn  Davies 
Taac  Chanecy 
Ichabod  ChaiScey 
Jonatlian  Burr 
16^2. 

Jofeph  Rowlaudfon 

Samuel  Willii 
John  Angier 
riiumas  Shepherd 
Samuel  Nowel 
Richard  Hubbard 
John  Whiting 
Samuel  Hooker 
John  Stone 
William  Thnmplbn 
Kdwartl  Rawfbii 
Samuel  Baditreet  ' 
John  Long 
Samuel  Whiting 
John  Mood  V 
Joihua  Ambrofe 
Thomas  Crolby 

Philip  Nellon 

^ „ *^55. 

Genhom  BubJry 
Mordicai  Matb^oo 
i<5<* 

Eleazer  Mather 
Increale  Mather 
Robert  Paine 
Subal  Dummer 

John  Henlie 
ohii  Elliot 


Tlfomas  Grave 
John  Emcrfuii 

J647. 

Zechariah  Sym& 
Zechariah  Brigdoc 
John  Cotton 
John  Hale 
Elifha  Cook 

John  Whiting 
lamabas  Cliancey 

Tofeph  Elliot 
Tofeph  Haynes 
Kenjamin  Bunker 
Jonah  Fordham 
John  Burfham 
Samuel  Talcot 
Samuel  Sbejjherd' 
1649. 

Nathaniel  Saltonlhall 
Samarf-Aleock 
Abijah  Sayaee 
Samuel  Willard 
Thontas  Parifh 
Samuel  Chever 
Ezde.  Rpgw 
Samuel  Belcher 
Jacob  Noyes 
1660. 

Simon  Bradltreet 
Narbajuel  CoHius 
Samuel  Elliot 
William  Whitingham 
Tofitph  Cook 
Samuel  Carter 
ManaiTah  Armitage 
Peter  Buckley 

z6(i 
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fnon  Prayer,  and  the  permiffion  of  perfon*  of  all  per-^ 
fuafions  to  vote  at  their  cleilions.  Thefe  were  requif 
liiions  they  were  not  ready  to  comply  with,  though 
the  latter  was  exceedingly  reafonable;  and  for  their 
non-compliance,  lofl:  the  King’s  favour,  and  fell  un- 
der his  difplcafure,  which  they  fuffercd  during  the 
whole  courfc  of  his  reign.  • 

In  confcqucnce  of  this  difohedicnce,  the  King,  1664, 
iffued  a fpecial  commiflion  under  the  great  feal,  im- 
powering  Colonel  Nichols,  and  three  others,  therein 

named 


j66i. 

John  Belingham 
lachaniel  Ctiaucey 
Jonathan  Chancey 
Comornfat  Oiborn 
l)aniel  Weld 
Jofepli  Cook 
Jofeph  Whiting 
John  Parker 
TTiomas  Johnfon 
Boraland  Sherman 
1662. 

John  Hohoke 
eiijamin  Thomplbn 
Soloinan  Stodart 
Mofes  Tulk 
Ephraim  Savage 
Thomas  Oaks 
16*3. 

Samuel  Synionds 
■ Samuel  Cabbot 
John  R)per 
Benjamin  Blackman 
Thomas  Mighil 
Nathaniel  Cutler  • 

1664.  i . 

Alexander  Nowell 
John  Flint 
Jofeph  P)-nchon 
Samuel  Brakconbur 
John  Woodbridge 
Jofcph  Eaderbrouk 
Samuel  Street 

i66f. 

Benjamin  Elliot 
Jofeph  Dudley 
Samuel  Bidiop 


Edward  Mitchellbn 
Samuel  Mann 
Spertins  Arthurton 
Jabez  Fox 
Caleb  Cheefeaunick 
i6ni. 

Jofeph  Brown 
John  Riohardfon 
Daniel  Malon 
John  Filer 

1667. 

John  Harrhran 
Nathaniel  Atkinfon 
John  Foller 
Cerlhom  Hobbart 
lapeth  Hobtart 
Kehemiah  Hobbart 
Nehemiah  Noyes 
« 1668. 

Adam  Wlnthrop 
John  Cullick 
Zecheriah  W'hitmajt 
Abraham  Pierfon 
Joint  Pnidden 

1669. 

Samnel  Epps 
Daniel  Epps 
Jeremiah  Shepherd 
Daniel  Gookiu 

iohn  Bridghiun 
laniel  RulTel 
Jacob  Bagley 
Jofeph  Gerriflt 
Samuel  Treat 

1670. 

Natliauiel  Higgifon 
Ammi  Ruhamah  Cobet 


Thomas  Clarke 
George  Burrougb 

1671.  r 
Ifaac  Fofter 
Samuel  Phipps 
Samuel  Sewell  i 

Samuel  Mather 
Samuel  Danforth 
Peter  Thacker 
William  Adam  . 

Thomas  WiW 
John  Bowles  | 

John  Norton 
Edward  f aylor  r 

1672,  >675. 
Edward  Pelham 
George  Hancock 
Samuel  Angier 
John  Nifc  ■: 

*^74- 

Edmund  Davie 
Thomas  Serjeant 

. '67S*....t  1* 
Jofeph  Hanley 
John  Pike 

lonathaii  Ruflel  ' • 
beter  Oliver 
Samuel  Andrew 

iames  Minot 
'imothy  Woodbrid|^ 
Daniel  Allen 

iohn  Emerfon 
Jathaniel  Gookis 
i67d. 

_ Thomas  Shepherd 
Thomas  Brattle 

Jeremiah  Guiliii^ 

i67jr 
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named,  to  go  over  and  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the 
colony,  and  to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints,  and 
appeals  in  all  caufes,  and  matters  civil,  military,  or 
criminal,  according  to  their  good  and  found  dif- 
cretion,  and  to  fuch  inftruftions  as  they  had  orlhould 
rtccivc.  Upon  the  return  and  report  of  thefe  cornmif- 
Coners  various  complaints  and  fuits  were  brought  a- 
^ainft  this  cblony, till  atlaft  they  ended  in  the  condemna- 
cion  of  the  charter,  '«nd  the  total  diffolution  of  their 
government,  in  the  year  1684,  Charles  gave  the  finilh^ 

ing 


1677.  '■ 
Thottiaj  Cheren 
John  Uanforth 
Inward  Payfon 
Samuel  Sweetman 
Jofeph  Copper 
Thomas  So^ow 
1678. . • 
John  Cotton*  ‘ 
Cotton  Mather 
Granda)  RawTon 
Urian  Oaks 

1679. 

Jonathan  CanforUi 
Inward  Oaks 
James  AHep 
Ihomas  Barnard 

1680. 

Richard  Martin 
Jjlin  Laveret 
James  Oliver 
\Villiam  Brattle 
Perieval  Green 
.2681. 

Samuel  Mitchel 
John  Cotton  ' 

Johjt  Hafline 
Noadlah  Ru^l 
Tsfeph  Pierpont 
Whn  t)avic 
Samuel  Rnffel 
tVilliam  Daniron 
Jofeph  Elliot* 

j68?,  i68^. 

SanfeH-l  Dantorth 
John  Williams 
V*  laiam  willianis 
r-t 


John  Dei^fbn 
John  Kokers 
Gordon  Saltonlhall 
Richard  Wenfley 
Samtiei  Miles 
Nchemiah  Walters 
Jofeph  Web 
Edward  Thonmfon 
Benjamin  Rolf 
1685. 

Thomas  Dudley 
War  ham  Mather 
Nathaniel  Mather 
Howland  Cotton 
Henry  Gibs 
Thomas  Berry 

John  Whiting 
idward  Mills 
John  Elliot  i * 
Samuel  Shepherd 
Peter  Ruck 
Ifaac  Greenwood 

John  White  ' 

onathan  Pierpont 
1686. 

Francis  Wainwright 
Benjamin  Lynd 
Daniel  Rog«s 
' George  Philips 
Robert  Hale 
fiharles  Chancey 
Nicholas  Morton 
1687. 

John  Davenport 

iohn  Clark 
•iathaniel  Roger 

IOhii  Milchel 
)auiel  Brewer 


Timothy  StejAens 
Nathaniel  Wellh  rr*  f 

iofeph  DafTel  . ,r  T 
lenry  Newmaui...  4 
Jofias  Dwight  ,J 
Seth  Shove  / 

i688, 1689,  ' 

Tames  Alien  ..  ^ 
Samuel  Moody  . ’ 
William  Payne 
Addington  DavenpoO 
John  Haynes 
William  Partridge  < 
Richard  Whitinghaut 
John  Emerfon 
John  Sparrowliauk  * 
Benjamin  Marlion  ' 

John  Evcleth  J 
Icnjamin  Pierpont 
John  Hancock  •••  ' 
Thomas  Swati  ~ ' 
j690.'-.  , • 

Paul  Dudley  ( 

Samuel  Mather 
John  Willard  J 
Daniel  Denifon 
John  Jones  ^ 

Jofeph  Whiting 
Nathaniel  Clap  f 
Jofeph  Belcher  > 
N athaniel  Stone 
John  Clark 
Thomas  Buckinphaiq 
Samuel  ManstielU 
Peter  Burr 
Jolm  Sel^,ck 

johnNevt'marrh 

' Thomas 
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log  ftrokc  to  their  charter,  and  his  brother  James  fac- 
cec(Jed,'  to  exercife  a defpotifm  over  them  in  its  out* 
m^^extent.  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  appointed,  to 
be  their  governor,  who  would  notfuScr  them  to^  p- 
left  an  aflembly  or  council,  or  to  have  any  other  - go- 
vernment than  what  depended  upon  his  arbitrary, plea- 
fure.  He  himfelf  made  laws,  raifed  troops,  levied 
taxes,  and  managed  all  things  with  a council  of  his  own 
creatures,  whom  he  made  the  inftrumentsof  his  tyran- 
ny, and  the  promoters  of  the  ends  of  his  coyetoufnefs, 

-.".New- 


Thomas  Greenwood 
Benjamin  Wadworth 
Thomas  Rugglcs 
Stephen  Mix 
Ed^nd  Goff  , 
Nicholas  Lynd 
Ben.  Bafferbrook 
1691. 
lohn  Tyng 
nbenezer  Vemberton 
Thomas  Mackarty 
Jofeph  Lotd 
thriftopher  T.ippon, 
Samuel  Emmery 
I'liomas  Atkimbn 
Timothy  Eidwards 
1662. 

Benjamin  Coleman 
Zecnariah  Alder- 
Ebenezer  White 
James  Totvnlheud 
John  Mors  1 

Caleb  Culhing 

Ifaac  Chancey 
Stephen  Buckingham 
Henry  Flint 
Simon  Bradllreet 

John  Wade 
lathaniel  Hodfon 
Pen  Townfend 
Nathaniel  W'illlams 
George  Denifun 
John  Woodward 
joreph  Baxter 
William  Vefey 
Natjiaaiel  tjunting 


Benjamin  RumI* 
William  Grolvenor 
1604. 

Adam  Winthrop 
John  Woodbridge 
Dudley  Woodbridge 
Elepbelat  Adams 
John  S.ivage 
John  Balantine 
Salmon  Treat  . 

John  Filth 

1605. 

Samuel  Vaflal 
Walter  Price 
Richard  Saltonllal 
John  Hubbard 
Simon  Willard 
Hubijah  Savage 
Oliver  Noyfe 
Thomas  Phips 
Timothy  Lyndall 

iouathan  Law 
izekicl  Lewis 
Thomas  Blowers 
Thomas  Little 
Jobii  Pei  kin 
] edediah  Andrews 
I ohn  Smith 
^ ohn  Kobinfon 
] ofeph  Green 
ofeph  Mt  rs 
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New-England  was  now  in  a moft  drfmal  limatkuD^ 
dicir  charters  were  difTolved,  and  the  >^diole  proTincc 
brought  into  a (late  of  abfoliue  fubje£Hbn. 
were  told  that  their  charters  being  dilTolTed,'  itteir 
titles  to  their  lands  were  forefeited  therewith,  and 
DOW  belonged  to  the  King.'  Under  this  pretence^ 
they  were  called  upon  to  take  out  new  patents  for 
their  lands,  fubjeft  to  fuch  fines  as  fhould  be  impofed ; 
and  writs  of  ejefttnent  were  brought  againft  fuch  as 
refufed,  to  put  them  out  of  their  poffeffion.  This 
Was  tyranny  with  a witnefs,  but  exceedingly  confid- 
ent with  the  other  meafures  of  the  goyerntnent  at 
that  time.  The  colony  dcfervcd  to  feel  fome  chaf-» 
tifement  for  their  fpirit  of  intolerance ; but  this  w’as  ' 
chafliferaent  beyond  all  meafure,  and  from  hands  that 
were  guilty  of  higher  tranfgrcffions.  A general  ex- 
ception was  alfo  made  to  all  titles,  in  confequence  of 
the  difolving  of  the  charter,  and  the  towns  were  de- 
clared to  be  incapable  of  receiving  any  edates ; this 
rendered  their  fituatlon  truly  abje£l.'  The  townof  Ipf- 
wich  remondrated  againd  paying  taxes  levied  by  the 
governers’s  foie  authority,  without  the  confent  of 
an  aiTembly,  or  of  the  parliament,  and  the  feleff  men 
voted,  “ That  in  as  much  as  it  is  againd  the  privi- 
lege of  Englilh  fubjefts,  to  have  money  raifed  with- 
out their  confent,  in  an  alTembly  or  parliament,  they 

therefore 

At  the  time  of  tTiPcolIc^rnc  the  above  catalogtie,  there  were  in  the 
three  colonics  of  Plymouth,  MallachuCetts,  and  Coniiei.^icut,  an  hVinUrtd 
and  thirty-nine  congregations,  ant!  of  the  minifteriof  thefe,  there  weie 
above  eighty,  graduates  of  the  Harvard  college,  and  many  of  tliem  men 
of  good  learning,  and  excellent  prirta. 

Plymouth  cmmty,  - 7 Hamndiire  and  Pifcutaqna  1 

Barnllable,  - - 6 Hartford,  - - - 1 

Briftol,  • -6  London  county, 

Martlias  Vineyard, Nantufket,  and  New- Haven, 

Rhode  Ifland,  - 4 Fairfield,  . . - 

Suffolk  county,  - - 20  " — 

Middlefcx  - - 22  129 
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tiicreford  will  petition  the  King  for  liberty  of  ah  af- 
ferably,  before  they  make  any  rates*”  -For  this,  two 
of  them  were  iinprifoned,  and  the  reft  fined  twenty, 
thirty,  and  fifty  pounds  a man. 

In  this  condition  of  opprcfliori,  did  this  colony,  and 
fome  others  remain,  till  the  accefiion  of  King  William 
to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  when  the  people  ofBof- 
ton  feizedupon  their  governor,  and  called  a convention. 

This  affembly  added  two  neW  agents  to  the  two  that 
were  in  England,  arid  fent  theni  over  with  infiruftiohs, 
to  folicit  the  contiriuance  of  theii*  ancient  charter, 
and  all  its  fights  arid  privileges  ; and  if  there  fliould 
be  an  opportunity,  to  endeavour  the  obtaining  fuch 
further  privileges  as  might  be  of  benefit  to  the  colo- 
ny. It  had  been  refolved  in  the  hdufe  of  commons* 
that  the  feizing  of  the  charters  of  the  corporations 
and  colonies,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecohd,  was 
illegal,  and  a bill  had  been  brought  in  for  the  renew- 
al of  them,  but  it  did  not  pafs,  though  it  was  the  ge- 
neral fcnfe  of  the  befi  friends  of  the  conflitution,  that 
it  ought  to  have  pafFed.  Froth  this  confideration, 
the  agents,  however,  concluded,  that  they  might  be 
allowed  to  refume  their  charter,  which  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  mofl  noted  lawj'ers,  could  have 
been  of  very  little  fervice  to  them,  whenever  an  ar- 
bitrary minillry  fliould  think  fit  to  confine  them  to  the 
letter  thereof.  The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf 
when  he  confiders  the  charter,  whether  it  is  liable  to 
the  defefts  which  are  imputed  to  it*  The  opinion  of 
Council, which  was  takenatthat  tim'',  was,  “Thatabarc 
feftitution  of  the  Maflachufetts  charter  could  be  of  no 
fervice  at  all,  becaufe  it  was  defective  infive  particularsi 
They  had  no  power  thereby  to  call  a feleft  affembly,-.-! 
no  power  to  lay  taxes,  and  raife  money  oa.;inhabi* 
tadts,  whether  freemen,  or  flrangers  trading  with 
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them ; — they  had  no  admiralty, — na  power  to  keep 
a prerogative  court,  to  prove  wills,  nor  to  ereft  courts 
of  judicature,  cfpecially  chancery-courts.  Some  of 

their  agents  were  very  zealous  to  have  the  old  char- 
ter renewed,  but  it  would  appear,  they  either  did  not 
underdand  the  nature  of  it,  nor  were  aware  of  the 
confequences  which  might  arife  from  the  quirks  of 
iaw'yers,  concerning  their  not  literally  fulBIling  the 
conditions  thereof.  This  charter  did,  indeed,-  affirm 
that  they  had  power  ta  itpprifon,  or  inflif);  pnniffiment 
in  criminal  cafes,  according  to  the  courfe  of  corpo- 
TatioDs  in  England}  but  the  lawyers  faid,  that  unlefs 
eapitalcafes,  were  exprefsly  mentioned,  the  power  could 
not  reach  them : That  they  bad  no  power  to  ereft  ju- 
dicatories, or  courts  for  probates  of  wills,  or  with  .ad- 
miralty jurifdiftion;  nor  ^d  they  power  to  conflhute 
an  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  nor  impofe  taxes  on  the 
inhabitants}  nor  to  incorporate  towns,  colleges,  or 
fchools,  which  power  and  privileges  they  had,  not- 
withftanding,  ufurped  ; and  of  confequence,  by  law, 
had  forefeited  their  charter.  An  hiftorian  who  reads 
the  tranfaftions  of  thofe  times,  and  judges  upon  the 
principles  of  common  fenfe,  finds  himfclf  greatly 
at  a lofs,  when  he  finds  a power  granted  to  a people 
to  make  laws  to  themfclves,  provided  they  are  con- 
lifient  with  the  laws  of  England,  and  yet  men  who 
pretend  to  know  the  law  better  than  others,  decla- 
ring that  there  are  many  things  which  the  fubjefts 
m England  may  do,  - that  thofe  in  America  may  not 
do}  were  mankind  diverted  of  fclfiflinefs  and  preju- 
dice, they  would  certainly  infer,  that  an  authority  to 
make'  laws  fuited  to  any  fociety,  agreeable  to  the  laws 
of  another  fociety,  implied  a right  to  make- as  many 
as  they  pleafed,  provided  they  were  confirtent  wiilt 
that  general  rule.  If  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the 

words 
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words  of  the  charter,  it  will  be  diiEcult  to  fay  what 
is  the  meaning  of  words.  It  has  been  aliedged  that 
the  American  charters  cannot  be  infilled  upon,  as  gi- 
ving them  a right  of  exemption  from  the  jurifdiflioa 
of  parliament;  and  it  is  certainly  true;  but  it  is  aHb 
true,  that  all  incorporated  towns  in  England  have  a 
Iharein  the  legiflature,  which  the  colonifts  have  not; 
which  right  they  have  by  their  charters.  It  docs  not 
appear  that  thefc  colonifts  wanted  to  be  free  from 
the  jurifdi^ion  of  parliament,  but  to  have  a (hare  ia 
the  legiflarnre  which  pretends  to  tax  them,  which  is 
certainly  reafonable.  And  as  their  local  circumftances 
render  it  next  to  impolfible  for  them  to  attend  in 
England,  they  only  alk  the  privilege  which  Britons 
require  at  home,  to  tax  thcmfelvcs  by  their  own  re- 
prefentatives ; and  if  they  arc  free  men  at  all,  and 
not  Oaves,  this  muft  be  their  undoubted  privilege. 

In  confidering  the  charafters  of  nations  and  peo- 
ple, it  will  be  difficult  to  find  confiftency  in  the  con- 
duft  of  any  that  have  yet  exifted  in  this  world.  Our 
colonifts  who  fled  from  perfecution  in  their  native 
country,  turned  tyrants  to  fome  of  rheir  brethern, 
when  once  they  got  power  into  their  own  hands. 
The  Anabaptifts  and  Quakers  were  the  objefts  of 
their  higheft  averfion;  they  perfccutcd  them  with  un- 
relenting rigour,  even  unto  death;  and  becaufe  they 
could  not  believe  the  fame  creed  with  them,  they  de- 
nied them  the  privileges  of  men  and  citizens.  This 
was  perverting  religion  to  the  worll:  of  purpofes,  and 
making  the  mild  and  merciful  diflates  of  our  Saviour, 
the  ground-work  of  malice,  tyranny,  and  perfecution. 
This  is  fuch  a blot  in  the  charafler  of  the  firft  fettlers, 
that  nothing  can  wipe  away  the  reproach  from  their 
fucceffors  but  a total  renunciation  of  bothtbeprin- 
fiplesand  pra'fticcs  which  their  progenitors  purfued. 
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Liberty,  the  noble  privilege  of  all  honeft  men,  can 
never  be  confiftently  maintained,  without  allowing  Q- 
thers  as  much  as  we  take  to  ourfelvcs,  w hile  tUey  do 
not  hold  praftical  principles,  dellruftive  of  the  rights 
of  all  other  people.  It  has  been  too  often  the  difpo- 
iltion  of  religious  focieties,  to  blend  the  ideas  of  civil 
and  religious  things,  and  to  make  a certain  form  of 
religion,  a fine  qua  notty  of  men’s  right  to  enjoy  the  li- 
berty of  free  citizens.  This  at  once  makes  the  king- 
dom of  our  Lord,  a kingdom  of  this  world,  and  ren- 
ders every  form  of  godlinefs  a tool  of  private  intereil, 
fellUhnefs,  and  pride.  How  far  the  colonlfts  have  re- 
formed their  praftices  in  this  point,  will  appear  in  the 
fequel  of  this  hiftory ; where  they  ftiall  be  fet  in  that 
light  they  deferve,  as  far  as  their  aftions  point  them 
out.  Free  from  partiality  to  friends  or  foes,  we  llrall 
endeavour  to  ftcer  our  courfe,  and  keep  truth  in 
view,  as  the  unerring  compafs  of  all  true  and  impar- 
tial liiftory.  But  we  fliall  now  return  to  the  more 
immediate  caufes  of  the  prefent  war,  and  the  chief 
objeft  of  this  hiftory. 

The  fatisfaciion  which  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-afl 
gave  thecolonifts,  did  not  remove  their  apprchenfions 
concerning  the  defigns  of  the  rainiftry  to  opprefs 
them;  and  the  future  proceedings  of  the  Englifli  par- 
liament, in  giving  fanftion  to  the  requifiiions  of  the 
executive  power,  did  fully  confirm  their  apprehen- 
fions.  The  laws  that  were  palTed  this  year,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifmg  a revenue  in  the  colonies,  by  die 
laying  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  glafs  and  pa- 
per, and  other  commodities  from  Britain,  and  the 
conlequent  eftabliftiment  of  cuftora-houfes  in  their 
ports,  alarmed  them  greatly.  Thefe  caufed  dread- 
ful convulfions  in  the  colonies,  and  produced  confe- 
quences  highly  prcjndicial  to  the  commercial  intcrefts 
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of  the  mother  country.  It  will  at  leaft  appear  unfor- 
tunate, if  not  altogether  impolitic,  after  the  recent 
examples  of  the  mifehief  that  attended  the  ftamp-aft, 
and  the  confequent  repeal  thereof,  from  a conviftioa 
of  ihofe  evils,  a meafure  of  a like  tendency  Ihould 
have  been  fu  fpcedily  adopted,  before  the  chagrin 
on  account  of  the  former  irritation  was  worn  oflF  the 
minds  of  the  colonifts.  Much  the  fame  arguments 
have  been  ufed  in  the  defence  of  thofe  meafures  that 
were  made  in  fnpport  of  the  ftamp-aft,  which  fhall 
be  taken  notice  of,  after  we  have  confidered  the  op- 
pofition  that  was  made  to  the  new  ftatutes  of  this  year. 

The  firfl;  vifible  inftance  of  oppofition  Ihewn  to 
thefe  ftatutes,  happened  at  Bofton,  Oftober  27th, 
1767,  where  the  inhabitants,  at  a general  meeting, 
formed,  and  agreed  to  feveral  refolutions,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  manufa^fures,  promoting  frugality, 
and  occonomy,  and  for  leflening  and  reftraining  of  all 
fuperfiuities.  Thefe  refolutions,  which  were  all  of 
them  in  the  firft  inftance  prejudicial  to  the  commerce 
of  Britain,  contained  an  enumeration  of  articles, 
which  it  was  determined  no^t  to  ufe  at  all,  or  in  as 
low  a degree  as  poflible.  At  the  fame  time,  a fub- 
feriptionwas  opened,  and  a committee  appointed  for 
ti  e encouragement  of  their  own  former  manufac- 
tures, and  the  eftabliflinient  of  new  ones.  Among 
thefe,  it  was  agreed  to  give  particular  encouragement 
to  tlie  making  of  paper  and  glafs,  and  the  other  com- 
modities that  were  liable. to  the  payment  of  new  du- 
ties upon  importation.  It  was  alfo  refolved  to  re- 
ftrain  the  expenccs  of  funerals,  and  to  reduce  drefs 
to  a degree  of  primitive  fimplicity  and  plainnefs,  and 
in  general,  not  to  purchafe  from  the  mother  country 
any  thing  that  could  be  procured  in  the  colonies. 
Thefe  refolutions  were  adopted,  or  fimilar  ones  a- 
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greed  upon  by  all  the  old  colonies  on  the  continent. 
The  government  of  Britain  might  have  by  this  time 
perceived  that  a people  of  fuch  a Spartan  tafte  were 
not  to  be  cafily  frightened  into  compliance  with  fufpi- 
eious,  or  arbitrary  a£ls  of  a legiilature,  where  they 
had  none  to  reprefent  them.  A people  that  have  as 
much  public  virtue  as  to  become  unfaihionable,  for 
the  fake  of  preferving  the  rights  of  the  community, 
and  can  rellrain  their  pafRons  and  appetites  for  the 
fake  of  their  country,  are  not  eafily  to  be  driven  to 
a compliance  with  a£ls  they  conceive  to  be  unreafon- 
able.  . Wiiatcvcr  may  be  the  errors  or  miftakes  in  the 
eonduft  of  the  colonies,  and  however  far  they  may 
have  aflcd  wrong  in  fome  particulars,  yet  they  have 
Ihcwn  a fteadinefs  of  principle  and  pra£lice,  that  has 
at  leafl;  the  appearance  of  vinue,  and  which  their  ene- 
mies mull  admire,  though  their  pride  will  not  fufFcr 
them' to  acknowledge  it. 

What  had  lately  irritated  both  parties  in  this  dif- 
pute,  was  the ‘proceedings  of  the  affembly  at  New- 
York,  and  the  aft  of  the  Britilh  parliament,  made  in- 
confequence  thereof.  It  had  been  appointed  by  par- 
liament in  the  lafl  felTion,  that  the  people  of  New- 
Yorklhould  provide  for  the  King’s  troops,  according 
to  a method  exprefled  in  the  aft;  which  the  affembly, 
ioftead  of  obferving,  purfued  a meafure  of  their  own,i 
without  paying  any  regard  to  the  prefeription  of  par- 
liament. Whether  they  Ihewed  this  oppofition  out 
of  mere  wilfulnefs,  or  claimed  it  as  a principal  of 
riglit,  to  obferve  their  owm  way  in  providing  for  the 
troops,  I will  not  affirm;  but  this  was  fo  offenfive  to 
die.  legiilature  of  Britain,  that  they  paffed  an  aft,  June 
15th,  whereby  the  governor,  council,  and  affembly 
of  New-York,  arc  prohibited  from  paffmg  any  aft  of 
affembly  whatfoever,  till  they  had  complied  with  the 
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terms  of  the  aft  of  parliament  in  CTcry  particular.^ 

Xh^  was  deiigned  as  a leffon  to  the  other  colonics, 
to  teach  them  more  reverence  to  a£ls  of  the  Britilh 
Icgillaturcj  but  it  did  not  produce  the  intended  cf- 
feft;  for  the  colonifts  who  had  begun  to  queftion  the 
right  of  the  parliament  to  make  laws  for  them,  were 
not  difpofed  to  obey  a ftatute  that  was  fpecially  de- 
igned to  point  out  that  they  were  in  a ftate  of  vaf- 
falage.  By  fuch  oppofition  of  condu£l,  the  leading 
afiors  on  both  lidcs  grew  more  and  more  warm  in 
their  difpofition,  and  fcarccly  could  reftrain  themfelvcs 
within  the  bounds  of  decency  and  temper.  The 
fpeeches  of  each  party  were  often  uncharitable,  and 
recriminating,  and  expreffed  more  the  fpirit  of  party^ 
than  liberality  of  fentiment,  becoming  contenders  for 
liberty  and  the  rights  of  nunkind. 

We  are  now  approaching  to  the  beginning  of  ani 
year  that  is  crowded  with  incidents,  and  teems  with 
tranfaffions  of  the  greateft  importance.  The  fpirits 
of  the  colonies  were  now  agitated  to  a degree  of  en> 
thuhafm  for  their  liberties,  and  they  confidered  every 
new  aft  of  parliament  as  a frefli  attack  upon  their  free- 
dom, and  an  infult  to  their  underdanding.  Upon  the 
eleventh  of  February,  1768,  theaffemblyofMaflachu- 

• 

fetts  bay  font  a circular  letter,  figned  by  their  fpeaker 
to  all  the  other  colonies  in  North  America*.  The  de- 
lign  of  this  letter,  was  to  fliew  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  late  afts  of  parliament,  to  reprefent 

them 

• CIRCUI,  AR  LETTER. 

Gentlemen,  Boflon.  Sept.  14.  pofed  upon  the  people,  without- 
Your  are  alrcaily  too  well  ac-  their  coiifeiit:  taxes  dciipKd  fur 
(|naiated  with  the  melancholy  and  the  fupport  of  Uie  civil  Rovemment 
very  alarming  circumftances  to  in  tlie  colonies,  in  a manner  clear* 

Which  this  province,  as  well  as  t\-  ly  uncouiiitutional,  and  contrary  to 
merica  in  general,  is  now  reduced,  that  in  which,  till  of  late,  govem- 
Taxes,  equally  detrimental  to  the  nent  has  been  fnpported,  by  the 
commercial  interefts  of  the  parent  free  gif:  of  tlie  j>copte  in  the  Amc* 
country  and  her  colonies,  stre  iai-  rican  aJleniblies  or  parilumcnU;  as 
• alio 
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them  as  unconftitutional,  and  to  propofe  a cottiitioft  d-* 
ni'on  among  the  colonies  in  the  purfuit  of  all  legal  inea- 
fures  to  prevent  their  efFeft,  on  an  harmony  in  their 
applications  to  government,  to  obtain  a repeal  of 
them.  It  alfo  largely  fets  forth  their  conflitutional 
rights  as  Englifh  fubjeftsj  all  of  which  they  affirm 
were  infringed  by  thefe  new  laws. 

At  this  period,  and  for  fome  years  before,  theaf- 
fcmbly  of  Maffachufetts-bay  and  their  governor  had 
almoll  differed  in  their  opinion  upon  every  fubjedf, 

which 


■alfo  for  the  malntennnce  of  a large 
Handing  army ; not  for  the  defence 
of  the  newly-acquired  territories, 
but  for  the  old  colonies,  and  in 
time  of  Mace.  Tile  decent,  hum- 
ble, and  truly  loyal  applications 
and  petitions  from  the  reprefenta- 
tivesof  this  province,  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  thefe  heavy  and  irry  threa- 
tening grievances,  have  hitherto 
been  ineneftual,  being  afllired  from 
authentic  intelligence  that  they 
have  not  yet  reached  the  royal  earr 
the  only  effedi  of  tranfiditting  thefe 
applications  hitherto  perceivable, 
hasbeenaman.latefromone  of  his 
Majefty’s  fecretaries  of  ftate  to  the 
governor  of  this  province,  to  dif- 
folve  the  general  alfembly,  merely 
becaufe  the  late  boufe  of  reprefen- 
tatives  refufed  to  refeind  a rctbhi- 
tion  of  a former  ho'ufe,  which  im- 
plied nothing  more  than  a tight  in 
the  American  fubjedls  to  unite  in 
humble  and  dutiful  petitions  to 
iheirei'acious  fovereign,  when  they 
fcuna  theinfelves  aggrievetl : this 
is  a right  naturally  inherent  in  eve- 
ry man,  and  cxprefly  recognized 
at  the  glorious  Kevohition  as  the 
birth-right  of  an  Knglifitman. 

This  dilfolution  you  arc  fcnfble 
has  taken  place;  the  governor  has 
publicly  and  rejicat^Iy  tleclaretl 
that  he  cannot  call  another  nflem- 
kly;  aud  tlicfccretarycfflatefurthe 


Airierlcan  dcparlnlent,  in  one  of 
his  letters  communicated  to  the  late 
lioiife,  has  been  pleafed  to  fay, 

‘ proper  care  will  be  taken  for  the 
fiipport  of  the  dignitj'  of  govern- 
ment the  meaning  of  wliicli  is  too 
plain  to  be  mifunderftootl. 

The  concern  and  perplexity  into 
which  thefe  things  liave  thrown  tbe 
peojile,  hai  e been  greatly  aggfava- 
tetl  by  a late  declaration  of  ms  ex- 
cellency Goveftior  Bernard,  that 
one  or  more  regiments  may  ftjdii 
be  expected  in  this  j)rovince. 

Tin;  deftgn  of  tliefe  troops  is  e- 
very  one’s  aj)prelienfio»;  nothing 
Ihort  of  euforcing  by  military  power 
the  execution  ot  acts  of  pariianieirt, 
in  the  forming  of  wliich  the  colo- 
nies liave  not,  and  cannot  have,  aiiy 
conlUtulional  iiiHuencr.  This  is 
one  of  the  gi'eatelt  dilb’clTes  to 
which  a free  i^eople  can  be  reda- 
ced. 

1 he  towp  which  we  have  the  ho- 
nour to  (l-n'e,  h.uve  taken  thefe 
things  at  their  late  meeting  info 
their  mod  ferious  coufideration : 
Aud  as  therf  is  in  the  minds  of 
many  a prevailing  rpprehchfion  of 
an  approaching  war  with  France, 
they  have  pr-lTed  the  feveral  votes, 
which  we  tranfiuit  to  you,  c’cfiriiig 
that  they  may  be  immediately  laid 
hefere  the  town  whofe  prudential* 
arc  in  your  care,  at  a legal  meet- 
ing 
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^hichhad  been  the  occafionof  continual  altercation. 
ITiis  altercation  was  carried  on  with  great  afperity 
on  both  fides,  and  both  parties  feemed  more  attentive 
to  keenefs  of  expreflion,  and  feverity  in  their  replies, 
than  to  the  propriety  of  meafures,  or  the  advantages  of 
civil  government.  Thefc  difputes  fo  foured  the  tem- 
pers of  the  parties,  that  it  was  not  eafy  for  them  to 
purfue  meafures  in  connexion,  without  fliewing  a 
temper  inconfiftent  with  mutual  confidence.  Gover- 
nor Bernard  was  confidered  as  a perfoii  who  was 
looking  up  to  the  fovereign  for  a dignity  which  his 
pride  fuggefled  to  him  he  deferved,  and  for  that  rea. 
fon,  was  more  careful  to  pleafe  the  minifiry,  than  to 
ftudy  the  real  advamage  of  the  colony.  He  had 
ihewn  an  imperious  ftiffnefs  in  his  behaviour,  which 
did  not  fuit  the  temper  of  a people  that  were  exceed- 
ing jealous  of  their  liberty.  His  anfwers  to  their  pe- 
titions and  requefts  were  formal,  arbitrary,  and  will- 
fully difobliging * ; and  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
^ U fofeen 

ing,  for  their  candid  and  particular  agony  of  mind,  tliry  may  he  in  dau- 
attention.  ger  of  falling  into. 

Deprived  of  the  councils  of  a At  it  is  of  importance  that  the 
general  alleinbly  in  this  dark  and  convention  Oiould  meet  as  foon  as 
difficult  frafon,  the  loyal  people  of  may  be,  fo  early  a d^y  as  the  zacl 
this  province  will,  we  are  perfua-  of  this  inlumt  Septemlier  has  been 
ded,  immediately  perceive  the  pro-  propoRd  for  that  purpofe— and  it 
prietyand  utility  of  the  propotld  is  liojied  the  remoteft  towns  will 
committee  of  convention : and  the  by  that  time,  or  as  foon  after  as 
found  and  wholelbme  advice  that  conveniently  may  be,  return  their 
may  be  expeCtcrl  from  a nuni-  reljiecUve  committees, 
berof  gentleipcn  chofen  by  them-  Not  doubting  but  tliat  you  are 
lelves,  and  in  whom  they  may  rc-  cmially  concerned  witli  us,  and  our 
pofe  the  greateft  confidence;  mull  fellow  citizens,  for  tlic  prefervatioa 
t«id  to  the  real fervice  of  our  era-  of  our  invafuable  rights,  taid  for 
cioiis  fovereign,  and  the  welfare  the  general  happinefs  of  our  conn- 
of  his  fiibjeCts  in  this  province,  and  try,  and  that  you  are  difpofrd  with 
may  happily  prevent  any  hidden  equal  ardour  to  exert  yourfelves  in 
uucomie^ted  meafures,  which  every  conlUtuticnai  way  for  fo  glo- 
in  their  prefent  anxiety,  and  even  rious  n pnrpofe. 

Signed  by  the  felefl  men. 

• To  the  Gentlemen  A (Tciubted  at  Fancuil-hall  under  the  name  of  a 
Coniniittec  of  Convention. 

As  I liavc  lately  received  from  his  coiiftitutional  authority  within  this 
mtijelly  llriifl  orders  to  fupport  his  govcnui'.cuti  1 cararot  lit  Hill,  and 

lee 
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foften  the  tempers  of  the  affembly  already  fufficicntly' 
rankled  and  over  heated,  he  added  fuel  to  the  flame,- 
by  talking  of  prerogative,  and  the  determination  of 
the  fovercign  to  fupport  his  dignity.  It  was  ftrongly 
fufpefted  that  the  royal  determination  depended  mueh 
upon  the  reprefentation  that  he  had  given  of  the  co- 
lonids,  and  that  the  miniderial  vengeance  proceeded 
in  a great  mcafure  from  thofe  partial  accounts  of  the 
temper  of  the  people  reprefented  in  his  letters  to  the 
miniders  of  date. 

A letter  which  the  governors  received  from  the 
Earl  of  Shelljume,  one  of  the  principal  ftcretarics  of 
date,  and  which  contained  fome  fevere  driffures  on 
the  behaviour  of  the  colonies,  and  the  conduft  of  the 
Maffachufetts  aflTcmbly,  was,  by  the  order  of  the  go- 
vernor, and  according  to  its  original  defign,  read  to 
that  body  by  their  fecrctary.  This  produced  great 
debates  in  the  alTcinbly,  when  feveraJ  fevere  things 
were  faid,  with  very  little  temper,  and  obfervations 

made 


fee  fo  notoiHotls  a riolation  of  it, 
as  the  calUug  an  aflembly  of  the 
p^eople  by  private  perC>ns  only, 
for  a meeting  of  the  depnrics  of 
the  towns  is  an  aflembly  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people  to  all 
mteuis  and  purpoles ; and  it  is  not 
the  calling  it  a corfimittee  of  con- 
vention that  will  alter  the  nature  of 
the  tiling. 

1 am  willing  to  believe  that  the 
gentlemen  who  fo  haltily  iflued  the 
Aimmons  for  this  meeting;  were 
not  aware  of  the  high  nature  of  the 
offence  they  were  committing  / and 
they  who  have  obeyed  tliein  have 
not  well  confidered  t>f  the  penalties 
which  they  will  incur  if  they  ITiould 
pcrfift  in  continuing  their  feflion 
and  doing  bufiiiefs  therein,  ^'t 
prelCTt,  i^orance  of  law  may  ex- 
fiife  what  is  pail:  a IbipfartlKr  wiU 
take  away  th^  plwu 


It  Is  therefore  my  duty  to  inter- 
pofe,.stJ.lus  iiiflaut,  before  it  is  coo 
late.  I do  therefore  e-arneflly  ad- 
muiiifli  you,  that  indantly,  and  be- 
fore you  do  any  buiinefs,  you  break 
up  this  aflembly  , and  feiiarate  your- 
feives.  I fpe^  to  you  now  as  a 
friend  to  the  province,  and  a well- 
wlftier  to  the  individuals  of  it. 

But  if  you  flioiild  pay  no  regard 
to  the  admonition,  1 inuft  as  a'  go- 
vernor aflert  the  prert^ative  of  tl;e 
crowti  in  a more  public  manner. 
For  allure  yourfelves  ( I fpeak  from 
inftrin^on),  tlie  king  is  determined 
to  maintain  his  entire  liivereignty 
over  this  province;  ami  whoever 
fliall  perf  ft  in  ufurping  any  of  the 
rights  of  it,  will  repent  of  his  raflr- 
nefs. 

FRA.  BEKNARU 
Province-Houfe,  "I 
Sept.  32,1768.  S 
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made,  not  quite  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  fuch  a 
meeting.  It  was  alledged  in  thofe  debates,  that  Lord 
Slielburne’s  letter  proceeded  upon  topics  which  the 
governor’s  reprefentation  of  the  colonies  had  fuggeft- 
ed ; and  that  the  feverity  of  the  fecretary’s  letter  took 
ks  rife  from  a mifreprefentation  of  fafts,  given  by  the 
governor  in  his  difpatches  to  the  miniftry.  A com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  wait  upon  him,  to  defire  a co- 
py of  Lord  Shelburne’s  letter,  as  well  as  thofe  that  he 
had  written  himfclf,  with  relation  to  the  alTembly,  and 
to  which  the  charges  in  his  Lordihip’s  letter  muft  refer. 
Thcfe  copies  being  refufed,  the  affembly  wrote  a let- 
ter to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  which,  they  recite  the 
circuraftances  of  the  whole  tranfaflion,  and  endeavour 
to  vindicate  themfelves,  and  their  conduft,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  governor,  whom  they  charge  with  mif- 
reprefentiog  them,  and  being  the  occafion  of  the  ill- 
opinion  which  the  fecretary  had  concerning  them. 
They  alfo  wrote  letters  to  the  Lords  of  the  treafury, 
and  feveral  other  great  officers  of  ftate,  wherein,  to- 
gether with  profeffions  of  their  loyalty,  they  remon- 
ftrated  againft  the  operations  of  the  late  a<fts  of  parlia- 
ment; which  they  hinted,  were  contrary  to  the  coufti- 
tution,  and  totally  fubverfivc  of  their  rights  and  li- 
berties. 

Such  a firm  oppofition  was  by  no  means  agreeable 
to  the  temper  of  the  governor,  who  probably  had  gi- 
ven alTuranccs  to  the  fecr?taries  of  ftate,  that  a fliarp 
rebuke  from  thoft  in  power  in  England,  would  make 
them  return  to  their  duty  and  obedience.  He  found 
himfclf  deceived,  as  well  as  found  that  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  expofe  him  as  neither  a friend  to  the 
King  nor  to  the  colonies;  fo  when  he  found  himlclf 
difappointed  in  all  his  other  Ichemcs,  he  adjourned 
the  affembly.  In  the  fpecch  which  he  delivered  on 
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this  occafion,  he  made  many  animadverfions  upon 
their  conduft,  efpecially  with  regard  to  Lord  Shel- 
burne’s letter;  and  he  complained  greatly  of  fomc 
turbulent  and  faflious  members,  who,  under  falfe  pre- 
tences of  patriotifm,  had  unhappily  procured  too  great 
influence  in  the  aflcmbly,  and  among  the  people,  who 
facrificed  their  country  to  the  gratification  of  their 
palTions,  and  to  the  fupport  of  an  importance,  which 
could  have  no  cxiftence  but  in  times  of  trouble  and 
confufion.  It  is  a common  thing  for  all  men  that  are 
grafpiog  at  power  and  domination,  to  charge  all  peo- 
ple with  the  crime  of  faflioufntfs,  that  oppofe  their 
meafures;  the  whole  Itiugglcs  for  liberty,  in  all.  ages 
of  the  world,  have  been  accounted  faftious  operations, 
of  relllefs  perfons,  who  had  no  other  intention  than  to 
dilturb  good  and  peaceable  governors,  who  never  de- 
ferved  to  be  relifled.  The  famous  patriots  who 
brought  about  the  glorious  revolution,  were,  by  the 
Tories  of  thoi’e  times,  accounted  a fafbon,  and  cLtr- 
ged  with  the  word:  of  crimes,  for  faving  the  nation 
from  Popery  and  tyranny. 

While  thefe  dillurbanccs  in  America  were  gaining 
ground  by  rainiflerial  incapacity  and  oppofition,  a new 
fecrctary  of  date  was  appointed  at  home,  to  the  de- 
partment of  the  colonies.  Much  was  hoped  from 
this  new  inflitution  and  arrangement;  but  though  the 
inflitution  itfelf  was  good,  the  advantages  arifing 
therefrom,  • depended  upon  the  manner  of  difehargiug 
the  office.  Thefirfl:  who  was  fettled  in  this  new  depart- 
ment of  date,  was  Lord  Hillfborough,  who  did  not 
by  any  lenient  or  foftening  meafures,  attempt  to  fof- 
ten  the  tempers  of  the  colonies.  Whether  his  or- 
ders w’ere  exprefs  to  obferve  the  conduct  which  he 
purfued,  or  that  he  made  ufe_of  the  royal  authority 
to  awe  the  colonids  into  a compliance  with  the  man- 
dates 
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dates  of  government,  I will  not  pretend  to  affirm; 
but  in  bis  circular  letters  to  the  governors  of  the  co- 
lonies, which  had  received  the  circular  letter  froiu 
the  aflembly  of  Bofton,  he  expreiTes  his  Majclly’s  dif- 
like  of  that  letter  in  very  ilrong  terms.  It  was  de- 
clared in  Lord  Hililborough’s  letter,  that  his  Majef- 
ty  confidered  the  conduft  of  the  afiembly  of  Bolton 
as  of  the  raoH;  dangerous  and  faetious  tendency,  cal- 
culated to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  to  pro- 
mote an  unwarrantable  combination ; to  excite  an  o- 
pen  oppofition  to,  and  denial  of  the  authority  of  par- 
liament, and  fo  fubvert  the  true  principlfs  of  the  con- 
flitution;  and  that  his  Majefty  expefted,  Irom  the 
known  afle£tion  of  the  refpe£tivc  aflTemblies,  that  they 
]Would  defeat  this  flagitious  attempt  to  diflurb  the 
public  peace,  and  treat  it  with  the  contempt  it  de- 
ferred, by  raking  no  notice  of  it. 

Another  letter  of  the  fame  date  was  fent  to  Gover- 
nor Bernard,  in  which  the  fame  exceptions  are  made 
*0  tlie  circular  letter.  It  is  there  affirmed,  that  the 
meafure  had  been  carried  in  a tliin  houfe,  at  the  end 
of  the  feffion,  and  in  which  the  afiembly  departed 
from  that  fpirit  of  prudence  and  refpeft  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  vhich  -feemed  to  have  influenced  the  majo- 
rity of  its  members  in  a full  houfe  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  feffion:,  from  hence  his  Majefly  could  not 
but  confidcr  it  as  a very  unfair  proceeding,  and  to 
have  been  carried  by  furprife  through  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives.  It  was  then  required  in  his  Maje- 
fty *s  name  that  the  new  afiembly  would  refeind  the 
refoliuion  which  gave  exiflence  to  the  circular  letter, 
and  declare  their  difapprobation  of,  and  difient  to  fo 
rafh  and  hafty  a proceeding:  That  as  his  Majefty  had 
the  fulleft  reliance  on  the  afteftions  of  his  fubjeftsof 
MalTachufcts  bay,  he  had  the  better  ground  to  hope. 
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that  the  attcmps  made  by  a defperate  faction,  to  dif- 
turb  the  public  tranquility,  would  be  difcountenanced, 
and  that  the  execution  of  the  ireafure  recommended 
would  not  meet  with  any  difficulty.  Both  the  minir 
ftry  and  the  governor  were  miflaken  in  this  conjec- 
tuie.  On  the  21ft  of  June,  this  part  of  the  letter 
was  laid  before  the  new  aflembly  by  thi-  governor, w'ith 
a meflage,  in  which  he  earnehly  requciled  their  com- 
pliance ; but  obferved,  that  in  cafe  cr  a contrary  beha- 
viour, he  had  received  his  Majefty’s  inOrufiions  how 
to  aft,  and  mull  do  his  duty.  This  ptoduced  a mef- 
fage  from  the  alTetnbly,  in  which  they  litlired  a copy 
of  the  inftiuftions  which  the  governor  alluded  to,  as 
W’ell  as  of  fome  letters  and  papers  he  had  laid  before 
the  council.  The  governor  fent  a copy  of  the  remain- 
der of  Lord  Hililborough’s  letter,  in  which  the  iii- 
flruftions  were  contained,  to  the  aflembly,  by  which 
be  was  direfted,  in  cafe  of  their  refufing  to  comply 
with  his  Majefty’s  reafonable  expeftations,  to  difllilve 
them  immediately,  and  to  tranfmit  a copy  of  their  pro- 
ceedings upon  it,  to  be  laid  before  the  parliament. 

The  whole  of  thofe  requifitions,  made  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Britain  upon  this  colony,  were  confidercd  by 
the  colonifts  as  the  cflefts  of  the  mifreprefenrations 
of  their  own  governor,  who,  as  he  wanted  to  rule  o- 
ver  them  with  an  arbitrary  power,  was  proyoked  at 
their  oppofiiioD,  and  therefore  reprefented  them  to 
the  King  and  the  miniftry  as  a perverfe  and  faftious 
fet  of  people  that  would  be  ruled  by  no  law',  and  de- 
fpifed  all  government. 

The  aftembly  gave  no  anfwer  to  the  governor’s  re- 
queft,  till  his  patience  was  alraoft  worn  out,  and  be 
was  obliged  to  fend  a mcflTage  to  them,  to  urge  theip. 
compliance  with  the  King’s  demands.  In  anfwey  to 
this  meflage,  they  applied  for  a recefs,  that  they 

might 
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trtight  have  an  opportunity  to  confult,  aud  advife  with 
their  conftituents  upon  the  occafion.  This  was  what 
the  governor  knew  would  be  of  no  fervice  to  his 
fchenie,  but  would  rather  add  fuel  to  the  fire  that 
was  already  kindled;  he  therefore  refufed  their  rc- 
qneft.  Upon  which  they  put  the  queftion,  for  re- 
feinding  the  refolution  of  the  lad  alTembly,  which  paf- 
fed  in  the  negative,  by  a divifion  of  ninety  two  to  fe- 
ventcen.  This  ihews  how  badly  the  fecrctary  had’ 
been  informed  concerning  the  temper  of  the  majori- 
ty, when  he  affirmed,  that  the  meafure  had  been  car- 
ried in  a thin  meeting,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
majority,  who  were  abfent.  It  appears  to  be  a com- 
mon infirmity  prevailing  with  men  of  all  ranks  to  be- 
lieve, at  lead  on  occafions  to  affirm,  what  is  mod  a- 
grecable  to  their  own  inclinations  and  intereds,  how- 
e’er little  evidence  they  have  for  their  conduft. 

The  aflcmbly  then  refolved  to  write  a letter  to  Lord 
Hilllborough,  aud  an  anfwer  to  the  Governor.  In 
both  ihefe  letters  they  endeavour  to  vindicate  the  con- 
duft  of  the  lad  aflcmbly,  as  well  as  the  prefent,  and 
deny  the  charges  brought  againd  them,  of  carrying 
the  refolution  by  furprile  in  a thin  meeting  of  the 
aflcmbly,  and  affirm  on  the  contrary,  that  the  refo- 
lution for  the  circular  letter  was  palTed  in  a full  fef- 
fion,  and  by  a great  majority.  They  alfo  defended 
the  legality  of  that  meafure,  and  affirmed  that  it 
was  the  inherent  right  of  all  fubjefts  to  petition  the 
Icing,  cither  jointly  or  feparately,  for  a redrefs  of 
grievances.  In  regard  to  the  refeinding  the  refolu- 
tion, it  was  obferved,  that  to  fpcak  in  the  fliie  of  the 
common  law,  it  was  not  now  executory,  but  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes  executed-.  That  the  circular  leiteri 
had  been  fent,  and  many  of  them  anfwered ; That  both 
had  appeared  in  the  public  papers,  and  that  they 
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could  now  as  well  refciad  the  letters  as  the  refolres 
on  which  they  were  founded,  and  that  both  would 
be  equally  fruitlcfs.  , In  the  letter  to  the  fecrcrary  of 
ftate,  they  , made  fcveral  ftriftures  with  great  free- 
dom on  the  nature  of  the  rcquifitipii,  and  alleged  that 
it  was  unconflitutional,  and  ^ without  a precedent,  to 
command  a free  affcmbly,  on  pain  of  its  exlilcncc,  to 
refeind  any  rcfolmion,  much , Icfs  that  of  a former 
houfe.  They  cbmplaineii  greatly  of  the  bafe  and 
wicked  reprefentations  that  mud  have  been  made  to 
his  Majedy,  to  caufe  him  to  coufider  a meafure  per- 
fectly legal  and  coaditutional,  and  which  only  tended 
to  lay  tlie  grievances  of  the  fubjc£ts  before  the  throne,- 
as  of  an  infiammatory  nature,  tending  to  create  unwar- 
rantable combinations,  and  to  excite  an  oppofitioa  to 
the  authority  of  parliament,  which  are  the  terms  in' 
which  it  is  deferibed  in  the  letter.  They  concluded 
with  the  warmed  cMprefTtorts  of  loyalty,  and  the  drong- 
ed  remondrances  againd  the  late  laws.  They  were' 
at  the  fame  time  prepating  a petition  to  the  King  for 
removal  ot  their  governor,  in  which  they  bring  many 
heavy  charges  againd  him,  that  were  urged  with  great 
veheracncy,  and  expreiTed  in  very  drong  terms.'  Buc 
before  they  had  finidied  this  petition,  the  governor 
took  care  to  diffolve  the  affemhly.  The  aflemblieS 
in  America  were  now  become  fomething  like  the  Eng- 
lifli  parliaments  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fird,  by  no 
means  tracfable  to  the  call  of  the  court  and  fovereign;’ 
for  which  reafonthey  were  continually  ciidblved.  Buc 
they  were  ddl  as  fmiilar  in  their  cafes,  the  new  ail'em- 
hlics  were  as  tenacious  of  their  rights  as  tiic  old  ones,' 
and  took  up  the  grievances  where  the  former  alTcm- 
blies  left  them,  and  began  with  new  remondrances,’ 
while  thefe  matters  were  warmly  pnrfucd  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  their  adcaiblies  cominnaiiy  difi'oivcd,  the 

grand 

Di  c.y  CjOOgle 


t H E \V  A R I N A M E R I C A. 

gtaild  afTembly  of  Britain  continued  iinlliaken  by 
the  whole  force  of  petitions  and  remonftrances  that 
tvere  levelled  againft  it.  The  commons  of  Britain 
and  the  miniftrv  tinderflo'od  one  another,  fo  that  the 
whole  forces  of  national  petitions,  and  remonftrances 
Could  not  procure  a dHTolution  of  parliament. 

The  cir'culat  letters  which  had  been  written  by  the 
fecreta'ry  of  ftate  to  the  other  colonies,  were  attend- 
ed with  as  little  fuccefs  as  that  which  was  fent  to  Bof- 
ton.  The  aflemblies  of  the  other  colonies  wrote  an- 
fwers  to  that  of  Maflachufett’s-Bay,' which  were  re- 
’Ceived  by  the  late  fpeake'r,  in  which'they  exprefs  the 
higheft  and  wafmeft  approbation' Of ‘thefr-  conduft, 
atldafirm  refolution  to  concur  with'  theh- meafurcs. 
‘Sohie  of  the  Colonies  alfo  addtefted  the.  fecrctary  of 
ftate,’  and  juftified  the  meafiires  taken  by  the  afl'em- 
blyatBofton,  and  alfo  animadverted  with  -great  free- 
dom upon  feveral  palftiges  in  the  ret^ulfition  contained 
in  his  letter.  -In  the  mean  time,  fevchtl  'of  them  en- 
tered into  refolutions,  not  to  import 'Ot-  -^ui-ehafe  any 
Englifti  goods,  except  what  wete  aheady  ordered  for 
the  enfuin:^  fail,  dr  fuch--'articles  as-  tltey^  dould  not 
want,  until  the  lite  afls  were  repealed;  'i  '--.j  r i 

On  the  loth  of  Junfe*  1768,  a ihde  before  the  dif- 
fdlutioh  of  the  affetnbly,  a great  tumult  iliappencd  at 
Bofton;  ‘ The  board  of  euftoms  had  .made  a feizure 
ofafloop  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal*  merchants 
of  that  town.  That  floop  had  been  diitJhatged  of  a 
cargo  of  wine,  andin  part  re-loaded  with  a quantity 
of  oil,  which  is  faid’to  have  been  doneuader  pretence 
of  converting  it  into  a ftore,  without;  any  great  atten- 
tion being  paid  to  the  new  laws,  or  to., the  cuftom- 
houfe  regulations.  Upon  the  feizure  being  made, 
the  officers  made  a fignal  to  the  Romney  man  of  war, 
and  her  boats  were  fent  manned  aud  armed,  tvho 
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cut  away  the  marts  of  the  floop,  and  conTcyed  her 
under  the  protection  of  the  man  of  war.  The  people, 
having  alTerabled  in  great  multitudes  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  pelted  the  coinmiflionersof  thecurtomswithrtones, 
broke  one  of  their  fwords,  and  treated  them  in  other 
refpefts  with  great  outrage ; after  which,  they  attack- 
ed their  houfes,  broke  the  w'ltidows,  and  hauled  the 
collector’s  boat  to  the  common,  and  burnt  it  to  aflies. 

The  officers  of  the  curtoms  upon  this  outrage,,  took 
Ihelter  aboard  the  man  of  war,  from  whence  they 
removed  to  cartlc  William,  where  they  refumed  the 
functions  of  their,  office.  This  tranfaClion  occafion- 
cd  feveral  town  meetings,  in  which  a remonrtrance 
was  prefented  to  the  governor^  wherein  they  cU’ith^d 
rights  dircCHy  oppolite  to  thp  new  laws  of  the  Bri- 
tiftx  legiflature,  and  demanded  that  the  governor  would 
iffue  an  order  fw  the  departure  of  his  Majefty’s  Ihips 
out  of  the,  harbour.  The  minds  of  the  ^ people  were 
now  greatly  irritated ; they  perceived  that  the  new 
laws  would  be  enforced  by  every  exertion  of  the  king 
and  parliament,  and  as  they  difputed  the  right  of  the 
Britifh  leg^mre  to  impofe  fuch  laws  upon  them, 
when  they  had  no  ftiare  therein,  they;  looked -uppn 
therafelvcs  as  oppreffed  by  an  unwarrantable ' authori- 
ty. Their. fpirits  were  now  wrought  up  to  a degree 
of  enthufiafin,  which  led  them  to  • thofe  aCfs  of  out- 
rage which  men  are  ready  to  fall  intP,  when  they  are 
bereaved  of  what  they  believe  to  be  their  natural 
■ rights.  There  is  no  quertion  but  the  leaders  in  the 
- oppofitioo  neglected  no  arts  that  they  thought  necef- 
' fary  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people*,  which  when 
once  they  were  wrought  to  a very  high  pitch,  could 
not  even  be  rertrained  by  the  authority  of  thofe  who 
had  inflamed  them.  In  the  fervour  of  controverfy, 
it  is  difficult  for  men  to  reftrain  their  paffions,  or  to 
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obfcrye  a proper  decency  inexpreflingthem.  The  writer 
of  the  hidorical  part  of  the  Annual  Regi/ier  obferves, 
that  “ their  public  writers,  as  well  as  fpeakers,  were  ge- 
“ nerally  very  intemperate,  and  a certain  llile  and  man- 
“ ner  was  introduced,  which  feemed  peculiar  to  them- 
“felvcs,  and  too  ridiculous  forferious  compofition*  ” 
It  is  eafy  for  fuch  as  do  not  immediately  feel  the  pain 
which  others  fuffer,  to  account  their  behaviour  ridi- 
culous in  the  paroxifm  of  their  diftemper;  but  pro- 
vided they  were  in  their  fituation,  their  behaviour 
would  probably  be  as  ridiculous.  There  is  a warmth 
of  zeal  that  appears  in  their  compofition,  as  will  hap- 
pen in  all  cafes  when  men  are  in  earned,  but  at  the 
fame  time,  a due  refpe£l  to  the  charafters  they  are 
addrefling,  and  unlefs  men’s  eyes  are  blinded  through 
a felfilh  prejudice,  they  mud  be  obliged  to  confefs, 
that  fo  far  as  the  pen  has  been  employed  in  this  contro- 
verfy,  the’colonids  have  made  no  contemptible  figure. 
There  is  an  inconfidency  that  has  been  urged  againfl: 
fome  of  their  publications,  “ that  when  on  one  hand, 
“ they  feem  to  forget  their  dependency  as  colonies, 
**  and  aflume  the  tone  of  didinft  and  original  dates; 
“ on  the  other  hand,  they  claim  all  the  benefits  of  the 
**  Englifti  conditution,  and  the  highed  rights  of  Eng- 
“ lilhmcn,  but  forget  that  it  is  their  dependence  which 
“ can  entitle  them  to  any  fliare  of  thofe  rights  and 
“ benefits.”  In  this  there  does  not  appear  fo  great 
inconfidency  as  fome  do  imagine.  As  members  of 
the  empire,  and  fubjefts  of  the  fame  fovereign,  they 
are  mutually  dependent,  as  other  fubjefts  are  upon 
government  and  the  conditution ; but  then  they  cer- 
tainly are  entitled  to  fome  fliare  with  their  brethern 
in  the  legiflature,  otherwife  they  differ  nothing  from 
flaves.  We  fliall  fee  afterwards  what  they  fay  for 
ihcmfelvcs,  and  what  their  mod  faupulne  oppofers 
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have  faid  againfl  them,  when  the  reader  fliall  be  left 
ta  iudge  for  himfelf  concerning  the  conclufions  ne-t 
ceiriry  to  be  drawn. 

A report  that  that  petition  to  the  King  had  not 
been  delivered  by  the  fccrctary  of  ftate,  exafperated 
them  greatly.  It  was  faid  that  the  petition  was  re- 
fufed  to  be  received  at  London,  becaufe  the  agent  had 
not  proper  authority,  and  becaufe  the  governor  had 
not  figned  it.  The  diffolution  of  their  alTembly  had 
encreafed  their  fufpicions,  and  the  affair  of  tl\e  feizing 
the  floop  had  confirmed  them.  They  were  therefore 
now  in  a very  ill  temper,  and  lliewed  their  indigna- 
tion without  much  reftraint.  It  is  no  wonder,  in  fuch 
an  agitation  of  temper,  that  many  outrages  were  com- 
mitted. When  the  excife  was  at  firfl  put  in  execution 
in  Scotland,  there  were  as  great  tumults  at  Glafgotv 
as  there  were  on  this  occafion  at  Bofton.  When  the 
pafTions  of  men  are  over-heated,  it  is  not  eafy  to  make  • 
them  liften  to  cool  reafoning. 

While  matters  were  in  this  unhappy  fituation,  two 
regiments  were  ordered  from  Ireland,  and  fome  de- 
tachments from  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  to'fupport 
the  civil  government.  This  threw  the  whole  town 
of  Bofton  into  confternation,  and  raifed  great  commo- 
tions: it  was  confidered  in  the  light  of  an  invafion, 
and  animadverted  upon  in  the  fevereft  terms.  A 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  called  to  afferoblc  at 
Faneuil-hall  to  confider  what  was  to  be  done  in  that 
extremity,  when  they  chofe  one  of  their  late  popu- 
lar reprefentatives  as  moderator.  They  then  appoint- 
ed a committee  to  wait  on  the  governor,  to  know  what 
reafons  he  had  for  fome  late  intimations  he  had  gi- 
ven, that  fome  regiments  of  his  Majefty’s  forces  were 
expefted  in  that  town,  and  to  prefent  a petition,  to  de- 
firc  that  he  would  ilTue  precepts  to  convene  ^d  af- 
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femble  with  the  grcatefl  fpeed;  to  both  which' an 
immediate  anfwer  was  required.  Th?  goverrwr  an- 
fwered,  that 'his  information  was  of  a private  nature, 
and  that  he  could  do  nothing  as  to  the  calling  of  ano< 
ther  affembly  for  this  year,  until  he  received  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  in(lru£lioos  under  wbofe  confidcration  it  now 
was.  A committee  had  alfo  been  appointed  to  con- 
fider  the  prefent  flate  of  their  affairs,  which  gave  in 
their  report,  a long  declaration  and  recital  of  their 
rights,  and  the-violation  of  them,  which  they.  conceiv> 
ed  had  been  lately  made ; and  paffed  feveral  hidden 
refolutions,  particularly  with  refpc£f  to  the  legality  of 
railing  or  keeping  up  a (landing  army  among  th^m> 
without  their  confent.  This  relblution  they  founds 
ed  uponanafl  of  the  firff  of  King  William,  which 
declares  it  to  be  contrary  to  law  to  - keep*  an  ^army  in 
the  kingdom  in  the  time  of  peace  without  the  con- 
fent of  parliament.  This  report  and  the  refolutions 
were  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  affembly,  and  a ge- 
neral refolution  paffed,  whith  was  alfo  founded  upon 
adaufe  in  the  fame  law,  which  racommends  the  fre*- 
quent  holding  of  parliaments.  Upon  this  a conven- 
Vion  was  called  to  alTcmblc  at  Bollon.  In  purfuance 
of  this  refolution,  the  four  members  who  had  repre- 
fented  the  town  in  the  late  affembly,  were-  now  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  a£l  for  it  in  the  convention; 
and  the  feleft-men  were  ordered  to  write  to  all  the  o- 
ther  towns  in  the  province,  to  propofe  their  appoint- 
ing committees  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Thefe  proceed- 
ings of  the  colonids  were  conddered  as  illegal  and 
unlawful  affemblies,  and  according  to  the  ideas  of  the 
governor,  they  undoubtedly  were  fuch.  It  would 
appear  that  both  Governor  Bernard  and  the  mini- 
ftry  at  home,'  did  not  conlider  the  colonifts  as  having 
the  fame  benefit  of  the  laws  as  the  people  in  the  mo- 
ther 
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ther  conorry,  though  they  reckoned  them  bound  by 
them  in  their  fullcft  extent.  For  if  they  had  confi- 
dered  the  colonifts  as  having  the  privilege  of  other 
fubje£is,  they  would  not  have  quartered  troops  upon 
them  in  the  time  of  peace,  without  an  aft  of  legiflature 
in  which  they  were  reprefented.  But  they  feem  to  have 
had  in  idea,  a diftio^^iun  between  a Britiih  freeman 
and  a colonift,  which  the  latter  did  not  admit. 

The  colonilts  judged,  that  fi-om  the  law  made  in  the 
reign  of  King  W illiam,  they  had  a right  to  their  afl'em- 
blies,  which  they  confidered  as  their  parliaments,  and 
without  their  confent,  it  was  illegal  to  keep  up  a (land- 
ing army  among  them : the  miniflry  confidered  them 
as  emigrants  that  had  left  their  country,  but  were 
bound  by  its  laws,  without  enjoying  the  privileges  that 
arofe  from  them,  and  unlefs  they  had  this  idea,  their 
condu£l  will  appear  ridiculous:  but  all  the  advocatesfor 
the  mother  country’s  fupreraacy,  have  founded  their 
arguments  upon  the  diltinftion  betw’een  a free  Briton 
and  a colonift.  Whether  this  diflinftion  is  founded  in 
nature  and  reafon,  1 fhall  leave  to  the  rcaderto  deter- 
mine as  he  thinks  beft. 

There  is  one  piece  of  duplicity  in  the  conduft  of 
this  town  meeting,  which  cannot  be  vindicated,  which 
fhews  their  addrefs  more  than  their  honefly,  and  it 
is  this:  they  made  a requifition  to  the  inhabitants, 
that  as  there  was  a prevailing  apprehenfion  in  the 
minds  of  many,  of  a war  with  France,  they  fliould  ac- 
cordingly be  provided  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  o- 
ther  accoutrements,  fo  as  to  be  prepared  in  cafe  of 
hidden  daqger.  After  this,  a day  of  public  prayer 
and  fading  was  appointed,  and  the  meeting  dilTolved. 
It  is  manifeft  that  a war  with  France,  was  a mere  pre- 
tence, to  carry  forward  a fcheme,  to  have  the  inhabi- 
tants provided  againft  another  evil  than  a French  war. 

Though 


Digitized  by  Google 


TH  E WAR  I N AM  ERIC  A.  164 

Though  the  aflembly  at  Bofton  might  ha?e  good  rea* 
fons  for  defiring  the  inhabitants  to  have  arms  in  rca- 
dinefs,  they  ought  not  to  have  afligned  falfe  ones  bcj 
fore  the  appointing  of  a faft ; for  this  was  certainly 
an  aft  of  vile  hypocrify,  which  no  good  man  can  ap- 
prove. 

The  circular  letter  of  the  feleft-men,  was  written 
in  the  fame  Itile,  and  with  the  fame  temper  as  their 
afts  and  refolutions, which  were  inclofed,  and  on  which 
it,  WJS  founded.  In  this  time  of  general  commotion, 
ninety-fix  towns  appointed  committees  to  attend  the 
convention;  but  the  town  of  Hatfield  refufed  to  com- 
ply with  the  meafure,  and  gave  their  rejafons  for  their 
rcfufing  to  join  with  the  reft.  It  is  plain  from  this 
anfwer,  that  they  either  had  different  ideas  from  the 
reft  of  their  brethren,  or  were  lukewarm  in  the  caufc 
of  liberty  •.  When  the  convention  met,  the  firft  thing 
they  did,  was  to  fend  a meffage  to  the  governor, 
wherein  they  difclaim  all  authoritative  or  governmental 
afts:  that  they  were  chofen  by  feveral  towns,  and 
came  freely  and  voluntarily,  at  the  earneft  defire  of 
; the  people,  to  confult  and  advife  fuch  mcafures  as  may 
promote  peace  and  good  order  in  their  prefentfiiuation. 

They 


• We  liave  fully  confiileretl  your 
propofal  uf  a convention,  and  the 
reaions  you  are  pleafed  to  allien  for 
it,  and  hereby  take  the  liberty  to 
exprefb  our  feniinients.  We  are 
not  I'enlible  that  the  ftate  of  Ame- 
rica is  fo  alarming,  or  tlie  ftatc  of 
this  province  fo  materially  difTcrent 
from  what  they  were  a few  months 
(ince,  as  to  render  the  meafure  vou 
propofe  either  fa)ut;u-y  or  necellary. 
The  a«il  of  parliament,  for  raUluK  a 
re\-emie,  fo  ntuch  complainetl  of, 
ku  been  in  being  and  carrying  into 


execution  for  a confiderable  thne 
pad,  and  proper  fteps  token  by  fcvc- 
ral  governments  on  this  continent 
to  ootahi  redrefs  of  that  grievance ; 
and  humble  petitions  by  them,  or- 
dered to  be  prefented  to  his  Maje- 
fly,  we  truft,  luve  already,  or  foou 
will  reach  the  royal  ear,  be  craci- 
otifiy  received,  and  favourah^  an- 
fwered  ; and  the  petition  from  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince the  lalf  year  among  the  red; 
if  it  thoidd  not,  for  want  of  an  a- 
geiit  trom  this  province,  at  tli* 

court 
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Tfieythen  repeat  the  prefent  grierances,  complain 
that  they  arc  gfofsly  mifreprefented  in  Great  Britain^ 
and  prefs  the  governor  in  the  moft  earneft  manner  ta 
call  an  affertibly,  as  the  only  means  to  guard  againlt 
thofe  alarming  dangers  that  threatened  the  total  def- 
truftion  of  the  colony.  The  governor  admonilhed 
fliem,  as  a friend  the  province,  artd  a well-'Cvilher  to 
the  individuals  of  it,  to  break'  up  their  affembly-inftant- 
ly,  and  to  feparate  before  they  did  any  bufincfs:  ' that 
he  was  willing  to  believe  that  the  gentlemen  who  ' 


court  of  Grea^  Britain  to  prefent -it, 
we  prefume  .you  very  well  know  if 
it  be  aU.  impolitic  and  inipriutent 
omiOion,  where  to  lay  the  blame, 
and  we  apprehend  that  nothhiE; 
that  can  or  will  b«  done  by  yunr 
propofed  convention  can  or  will 
aid  tlie  petition. 

And  here  we  beg  leave  to  fay, 
that  we  judge  that  ft  vVould  be  nnich 
for  the  intereft  of  this  pnivince  to 
have  an  agent  at  this  crltic'al  day : 
a perfon  that  wunld  Iiave  fcrverl 
us  faithfully,  we  make  no  doubt, 
might  have  been  found ; birt  the 
reafom  given,  and  the  ineilnxls  we 
hear  have  been  taking,  to  prevent 
it,  are  dilTatisfaiton’,  aiid  give  ns 
much  iineafmcfs.  We  are  further 
faiformed,  that  all  matters  of  a pub- 
lic and  private  nature  lying  before 
the  lalf  general  court  were  fully 
confidcreo  and  aftetl  upmi,  and  all 
then  propofed  to  be  done,  and  finifh- 
ed  brfore  the  adjournment,  except 
the  impeachment  of  his  Maj city’s 
reprefentative  which  perhaps  might 
not  have  been  agreed  to,  ?»ad  they 
fat  longer,  or  not  been  afterss  ards 
dilTulved.  We  are  forty  for  that 
circumllance  that  occalioned  fo 
early  a diflbfution  of  the  general 
court;  though  we  mull  own  that 
the  governor,  by  charter,  is  veiled 
with  that  power ; yet  we  svilh,  if 
he  had  judged  it  conliftent  with 
kbdutytotuc  King,  it  had  been 


• fued 

as  iifual : -however,  we  ;li0pe  ano> 
ther  will  he  foon  calledTorat  far- 
thelt,  on  the  lail  Wednefday  in  May* 
next,--aitd  that  in  the  mean  time, 
the  jniblic'  affairs  hf  the-  province 
will  not  greatly  fuller. 

And  here  we  propofe  to  yoiif 
confidcration,!.  whether  the  crruilar 
letter,  which  gave  fuch  umbrage, 
rantaining  thefe  exprellions,  or  Mo- 
thers of  the  like  imi>ort,  ‘that  the 
King  and  parliament,  by  the  late 
revenue  ai;t,  liad  infringed  tins 
rights  of  the  colonies,  jinjwlVd  .an 
inetiuitabletSx,  and  things  yet  Wtirfe 
might  be  cxpetlcd  froth  Uie  hide- 
peildence  and  imlimited  apiioiitt- 
ments  of  crown,  officers  theieiu 
mentioned,’  h as  fo  jjerfeffly  ihnc*- 
cent,  and  entirely  coidillent  with 
that  duty  and  loyalty  profelTed  by 
the  houfe  of  reprefcntatives  the 
lali  year,  in  their  petition  to  his  Ala- 
jefiy  and  whether  tlie  lalt  houlfc 
might  not  hitve  <oM^lietl  with  his 
Majeliy’s  reouHitiott,  with  a full 
■faving  of  all  t^ir  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  thereby  'j)reventeti  our 
being  deliitiite  of  a general  courtat 
this  clay.  We  cannot -comprehend 
what  pretence  there  can  l>e  of  a 
promiled  convention,  unlefs  tlic 
nroDabilky  for  a conllderable  niini- 
Dcr  of  regular  troops  being  fent  in- 
to this  province,  and  an  apprelicn- 
fion  of  tlieir  being  quartered-,  jv-ict 
inyour  town,  and  part  at  the  cattle. 

•■■Ai;  j 
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filed  the  funimoris  for  this  meeting,  were  not  aware 
of  the  nature  of  the  high  offences  they  were  commit- 
ting ; and  that  thofe  who  had  obeyed  them,  had  not 
confidered  the  penalties  they  fliould  incur,  if  they  per- 
lifled  to  continue  their  feffion.  Ac  prefeiu,  Ignorance 
of  law,  fays  he,  may  cxcufe  what  is  pad  } a ftep  farther 
will  take  away  that  plea.  That  a meeting  of  the  de- 
puties of  the  towns,  is  an  affembly  of  the  reprelenta- 
tivesofthe  people  to  all  intents  and  purpofes;  and 
that  calling  it  a committee  of  convention,  will  not  aU 


And  here  we  would  obfen'e,  that 
k was  a nutter  of  doubt  and  un- 
certainty, whether  any  were  co- 
ming or  not ; if  otherwife  for  what 
purpofe  the  R iiig  was  fending 
them,  whether  for  your  dcfeiict-, 
in  cafe  of  a French  war  (as  you  teil 
ns  there  is  In  the  minds  of  inHiiy 
a prevailing  apprehenfion  of  one  aj>- 
proaching)  and,  if  we  don’t  inif- 
underftand  your  letter,  induced 
them  to  pafs  the  votes  traiilniitted 
tons)  or  whether  they  are  de(li- 
Ued  for  the  protection  of  ilie  new- 
acqnired  icrritoriC':,  is  altogether 
uocertain;  that  they  are  to  be  a 
Handing  army  in  time  of  peace,  you 
give  us  no  evidence;  and  if  your 
appreltenfions  are  Well  grounded < 
itisnoteven  fiipiKifeable  titey  are 
intended  as  fuch,--and  if  your  town 
meant  flnccrcly,  we  can’t  fee  llie 
need  they  bad  of  interpof'mg  in  mi- 
Ikary  matters,  in  an  imprecedented 
way,  requefting  their  ijihabitiiiUs 
to  be  provided  with  arms,  &c.  (a 
matter  till  now  always  fuppofed  to 
beionz  to  anotlier  department),  cf- 
pccially  as  they  inu.d  know  fuch  a 
Dumber  of  troops  woiibl  Ije  a much 
better  defence,  in  cafe  of  war,  than 
they  had  heretofore  been  favoured 
With:  To  fupnofe  wliat  you  lur- 
Inize  they  may  ocintemled  for,!-  to 
mhlrull  the  King’s  paternal  care 
■nd  goodnefs ; — if,  by  any  iiuldeii 
cxcurhons  or  infuntclMns  of  fuiue 


ter 

inebnfiderate  people,  the  King  has 
beer,  imkiced  to  think  them  a ne- 
celTary  check  upoil  you,  we  hops 
ou  will,  by  your  loyalty  and  quiet 
eluiviour,  foon  convince  his  Ma- 
jelly,  and  the  world,  they  are  not 
longer  necefi’ary  fur  that  purpofe, 
that  tliereupon  tliey  will  be  with- 
drawn, and  your  low  n and  the  pro- 
vince laved  any  farther  trouble  ac  J 
expence  from  iliat  quarter.  We  are 
fallible  the  colonies  labour  ituder 
many  difticulti<  s,  and  we  greatly 
fear  what  the  confequence  of  the 
diljxites  with  our  mother  country 
will  prove,  however,  we  are  far 
from  tiiinking  the  meafures  you 
are  purfuing  have  any  tendency  to 
deliver  the  good  people  of  tJiis  pro- 
vince, but  on  the  contrary,  iiu- 
nierge  them  in  greater  ; — after  all, 
we  Ihuuld  hope,  (were  it  not  for 
your  prefent  attcn;pt,  attended 
with  a bad  complexion),  we  might 
loon  have  deliverance"  from  our 
prefeiit  tr<iublcs,  r.ud  thing.s  reftor* 
ed  as  at  the  lirft.  Tlie  govern- 
ments lnve,  in  our  opinion  con- 
fulred,;md  are  purfi.iug,  the  pro- 
perell  metiiotls  to  obtain  retirels 
of  their  gricvaiicfR ; our  iliity  i.s  to 
wait  vv  it’ll  patience  tlie  event,  un- 
Icfs  we  arc  determined  to  take  the 
altcrnalive.  How  fur  pallion  and 
dilappoinlinent  aiul  private  refent- 
nicnt  may  inCmericc  any  to  hurry 
their  neighbours  iuto  fuch  mad 
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ter  the  nature  of  the  thing.  He  added,  that  if  they 
did  not  regard  his  admoniiion,  he  mull,  as  governor, 
alTert  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  in  a more  public 
mauoer  ; that  they  may  alTure  ihemleives,  he  fpoke 
from  iiifli  uftion,  the  King  was  determined  to  maintain 
his  entire  lovereigi  ty  over  that  province,  and  whofo- 
ever  fhould  peilift  in  ufurping  any  of  the  rights  of  it, 
would  repent  of  his  rafhnefs.  This  anfwer  produced 
another  uiefTage,  wherein  they  juitificd  this  meeting, 
as  being  only  an  alTcinblage  of  private  perfons,  and 
defired  explanations  as  to  the  criminality  with  which 
their  proceedings  were  charged.  The  governor  re- 
fufed  to  receive  that  or  any  other  mclTage  from  them, 
as  it  would  be  admitting  them  to  be  a legal  affembly, 
which  he  would  not  by  any  means  allow.  The  conven- 
tion than  appointed  a committee,  who  drew  up  a re- 
port, in  terms  of  great  moderation,  which  was  ap- 
proved by  the  affembly.  In  this  they  affign  the  caufes 
of  their  meeting,  and  difclaim  all  pretence  to  any 
authority  whatfoever,  and  advife  and  recommend  it  to 
the  people,  to  pay  the  greateft;  deference  to  govern- 
ment, and  to  wail  with  patience  the  refult  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  wifdom  and  clemency  for  a redrefs  of  their 
grievances.  They  at  the  fame  time  declare  for  them- 

felvcs 


and  defperate  mearnres,  we  don’t 
know,  but  ])ray  God  prevent.  Suf- 
fer us  to  obferve,  that  in  our  ojri- 
nion,  tlie  nieafures  the  town  of 
Bollou  are  purfuinp,  and  propo- 
fing  to  us  and  the  people  of  this 
province  Jo  unite  in,  are  unconlti- 
tutiuiial,  illegal,  aixi  wholly  unju- 
ililiable,  and  what  will  give  the  e- 
nemiesof  ourcotdlitiitionthe  great- 
ell  joy  fubverfive  of  governotent, 
deflnii  tive  of  that  peace  and  good 
wder  uhicli  is  the  cement  of  focie- 
ty,  and  have  a direct  tendency  to 
rivet  oiir  chains,  anti  tieprive  us  of 
cur  rights  and  privileges,  which  we, 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town  dtlire 
may  be  Icuired  to  us,  and  pcij-e- 


tnated  to  our  lateflpoflerjty.  Thtig 
we  have  freely  exprdTcd  our  fenti- 
nv  nt.^,  having  an  etjual  right  with 
others,  though  a lefirr  j)art  of  the 
tonnininify,  and  take  this  lirfl: 
oy<t)ortitnity  to  protcll  againfl  the 

t>rojM)red  convention,-—  and  here- 
>y  declared  our  loyalty  to  his  pre- 
fent  Majefly,  and  fidelity  to  our 
country;  and  that  it  is  our  fim 
refolution,  to  the  unnolf  of  our 
power  to  maintain  and  defend 
our  rights  in  every  pnident  antf 
rcafiinable  way  as  far  as  is  con-' 
lillent  vv  itli  our  duty  to  God  and 
the  king 

Oliver  Partridge,  Town  Clerk. 
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felves,that  they  will,  in  their  feveral  ftations,  yield  eve- 
ry poflible  afliftancc  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  peace  and  order,  and  the  fiipprellion  of 
riots  and  tumults.  After  they  had  prepared  a repre- 
sentation of  their  condiift,  and  a detail  of  the  late  tranf- 
aftions  to  be  tranfmitted  to  their  agent  at  London, 
they  broke  up.  It  appears  plain  from  the  whole  of 
ihele  proceedings,  that  Governor  Bernard  was  at 
more  pains  to  provoke  the  people,  than  to  quiet  their 
difcontents;  for  had  he  behaved  with  more  mildnefs, 
and  (hewed  lefs  authority,  he  would  have  had  more 
reverence  paid  him.  His  opinion  concerning  the  le- 
gality of  their  meeting  feems  frivolous  and  unfatisfac- 
tory  ; for  though  the  convention  was  chofen  by  the 
people,  yet  as  they  attempted  to  perform  no  public 
aft,  but  met  for  advice,  they  could  be  confidered 
in  no  other  light,  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
than  as  their  commilTioners,  to  meet  with  their  friends, 
_to  confult  what  was  for  their  common  good.  '^Fliey 
determined  nothing,  nor  proceeded  to  any.  afts  of  au- 
thority, and  could  be  confidered  as  no  more  than  a club 
met  to  advife  with  one  another.  The  governor’s 
threatccings  were  therefore  puerile  and  whimfical, 
rather  (hewing  what  he  was  dilpofed  to  do,  than  what 
he  could  lawfully  do.  If  the  one  half  of  the  members 
of  tlie  Houfe  of  Commons  were  lo  meet  in  an  a(Tem- 
bly,  to  advife  with  one  another,  without  proceeding 
to  any  afts  of  power,  they  certainly  could  not  come 
under  any  legal  cenfure.  Till  once  there  be  a ftatute 
agaiod  all  clubs  and  meetings  of  gentlemen,  it  is  im- 
poillble  that  the  governor’s  opinion  can  be  w il  found- 
ed. . But  the  truth  of  the  matter  ieems  to  have, been, 
the  governor  apd  the  alTerably  were  at  variapcc,  and 
they  had  no,  confidence  in  one  another..  It  is  highly 
probable,; had  there  been  .a  popular  governor  in  Mafr 
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fachufetts  Bay,, and  in  fonatf  otlier  colonies,  the  ruin, 
ous  war  that  has  cxhaurted  the  empire  had  been  yet 
to  begin.  When  jealoulies  are  once  raifed,  it  is  im. 
poflible  to  know  where  they  may  end.  On  September 
29th,  the  very  day  that  the  convention  broke  up,  the 
fleet  from  Halifax  with  two  regiments,  and  a de- 
tachment of  artillery,  arrived  in  the  harbour.  There 
were  fome  difputes  at  firfl  concerning  quartering  the 
foldiers;  the  council  refufed  to  quarter  them  iu  the 
town,  as  the  barracks  of  Caftle  William  were  fufli- 
cient  to  receive  them;  this  was  at  laft  got  over,  by 
providing  quarters,  which  w'ere  then  to  be  confidered 
as  barracks,  and  the  council  upon  that  footing,  allow- 
ed them  barrack  proviflon.  Soon  after  General  Gage 
arrived,  as  did  the  two  regiments  from  Ireland.  A 
tolerable  harmony  fublifted  for  fome  time  between  the 
people  and  the  troops,  and  both  the  town  and  pro- 
vince continued  for  a feafon  very  quiet. 

I'hcre  was  at  this  time  two  things  which  greatly  a» 
larmed  the  friends  of  liberty  and  of  the  conftitution; 
the  reftraining  bill,  which  confined  the  Eaft  India 
Company  in  makingdividends  to  a certain  fum;  and 
a revival  of  the  nullum  tmpus  law,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland.  Both  thefe  proceedings  had  fuch 
an  arbitrary  appearance  in  the  view  of  the  people  at 
home,  that  many  concluded  that  the  maxims  of  op- 
prcflTiou,  prafrifed  in  the  reign  of  the  Stew'arts,  were 
going  to  be  revived.  Thefe,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceedings concerning  the  colonies,  created  a jealoufy 
in  the  nation,  that  their  reprefentatives,  who  were 
trufted  with  their  principal  concerns,  were  going  to 
betray  their  interefls  into  the  hands  of  the  miniflry. 

The  jealous  debates  upon  the  Eaft  India  reftraining 
bill  had  warmed  the  parties  in  parliament  to  an  un- 
pfual  degree;  and  the  cootroverfy  in  the  nation  con- 
cerning 
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ccrning  Mr  Wilkes,  and  his  elc£Hon  as  member  for 
the  county  of  Middlcfex,  added  much  to  the  irrita- 
tion of  parties.  The  misfortune  which  happened  in 
St  George’s  Fields  contributed  much  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people.  The  proceedings  at  law  againfl: 
the  perfons  who  were  charged  with  the  crime  of  mur- 
der, were  rather  offenfive  than  faiisfaftory ; and  the 
cfcape  of  one  of  the  offenders,  who  was  charged 
with  the  crime,  added  to  the  offence.  It  was  alledged 
that  he  had  made  his  efcape  by  connivance,  if  not  by 
command ; and  that  the  acquittal  of  another  had  hap- 
pened, in  confequence  of  his  efcape,  and  by  a ma- 
nagement very  unfair  and  difingenuous.  The  parties 
at  home  were  on  this  occalion  much  in  the  fame  tem- 
per with  the  Americans  and  Governor  Bernard  ; in- 
ftead  of  making  allowances  for  one  another’s  infirmi- 
ties, they  did  ail  in  their  power  to  add  to  their  vexa- 
tion. The  miniftry,  inftead  of  ftriviug  to  foften  the 
people,  by  kind  or  fmooth  words,  took  every  ftep,  as 
ifbydefign,  to  difoblige  them,  and  heighten  their  re- 
fentment.  One  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  in  a letter 
recommended,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  the  magi- 
ftrates,  an  early  ufe  of  military  power,  and  the  fecreta- 
ry  at  war  thanked  the  foldiers  for  their  fervice  in  St 
George’s  fields,  and  promifed  them  proteftion.  This 
promife  was  attended  with  pecuniary  rewards  given 
publicly,  which  greatly  incenfed  the  populace,  and 
raifed  their  indignation  to  a degree  of  fury  and  mad- 
nefs.  This  conduft  of  the  minilfry  was  confidered  as 
a wanton  violation  of  the  people’s  liberties,  and  a cruel 
infult  over  their  diflrefs,  for  the  lofs  of  their  friends, 
who  had  been  killed  by  the  foldiers.  And  indeed  the 
fecretary  might  have  behaved  more  prudently,  provided 
he  meant  to  conciliate  the  affeftions  of  the  people  to  ' 
fhegofcrnracnt.  There  appeared  fomcihing  of  wanton- 
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Tiefs  and  fcverity  m the  ftile  of  thofe  letters,  which 
good  policy  and  a proper  degree  of  prudence,  might 
have  retrained ; for  though  the  rioters  were  foolifh 
e.od  outrageous,  they  were  yet  his  Majefly’s  political 
children,  and  when  they  were  killed,  it  made  the  num- 
ber of  his  fubjefts  lefs,  which,  indead  of  being  mat- 
ter of  exulation,  was  rather  matter  of  forrow  and  con- 
cern. 

The  tempers  of  the  people,  which  by  proper  lenient 
meafures,  might  have  fublided,  wa>  kept  up  by 
many  inflammatory  publications  and  diKourfcs,  which 
though  they  contained  feveiai  truths,  and  juft  argu- 
ment, were  w'ritten  without  temper  or  charity.  E- 
.\ery  part  of  that  late  tianfaflion  was  reprefented  ia 
the  ftrongeft  colours,  and  placed  in  the  moft  dread- 
ful attitudes;  and  it  was  reprefented  as  if  the  military 
power  that  was  kept  up  for  the  defence  of  the  people, 
had  been  perverted  to  their  deftru£iion ; and  an 
enraged  foldiery  already  fluflicd  in  the  llaughter  of 
their  countrymen,  w'as  to  be  encouraged  by  rew'ards  to 
further  bloodflted,  and  to  be  freed  from  every  terror 
of  the  law. 

The  miniftry  did  all  in  their  power  to  ftetn  this  po- 
pular torrent,  by  painting  in  the  moft  ftriking  colours, 
the  licentioufncfs  of  the  people;  and  that  contempt 
of  all  government  which  rendered  it  neceffary  to  ajv 
ply  violent  remedies  to  a violent  difteraper.  They 
ftated  the  unhappy  difpofition  of  the  people  to  be 
fuch,  that  juries,  under  the  general  infatuation,  could 
hardly  be  obtained  todo  jufticeto  foldiers  under  pro- 
fecuiion,  unlefs  government  interpofed  in  the  moft  ef- 
fe£lual  manner,  in  the  proteftion  of  thofe  who  had 
a£led  under  their  command.  They  faid  that  fuch  was 
the  infolcncc  of  the  populace,  and  the  danger  of  the 
contagion  becoming  by  degrees  prevalent,  even  sin 
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mong  the  foldiers,  that  it  was  neccflary  to  keep  them  ■ 
ftc-ady  to  their  duty,  by  new  and  unufual  rewards. 
Thefe  reafons  had  but  little  weight  with  the  public, 
who  were  well  perfuaded  that  thofe  who  made  the  • 
greatell  outcry  againft  licentioufnefs,  had  themfelves 
fet  tlie  example,  and  were  in  thofe  departments  of ' 
life  in  which  they  a^led,  as  licentious  as  that  rabble  • 
which  they  had  painted  in  the  blacked  colours.  The 
vulgar,  though  they- have  not  fuch  a taile  for  refine- 
ment in  fpeculatioiis  as  people  bred  about  courts,  yet 
have  as  much  common  fenfe.as  to  underltand,  that' 
fuch  as  want  to  reftrain  licentioufnefs,  ought  thein- 
felves  to  obferve  the  moral  law.  There  is  no  manner 
of  queftion  that  the  arguments  of  the  miniflry  were 
very  juft;  for  in  no  age  have  the  people  been  mors 
loofc  and  diflblute  than  the  prefent,  but  thefe  ar^u-f 
ments,  like  a dilemma,  look  more  ways  than  one ; they  - 
tarn  upw'ards  as.well  as  downwards,  and  may  be  appli- ' 
ed  to  perfons  in  high  rank,  as  well  as  to  the  rabble. 
The  beft  melhod  for  the  ruling  powers  to  reftrain 
vice,  immorality,  and  licentioufnefs,  is  to  flxcw  a good' 
example,  and  promote  the  beft  laws  for  good  educa- . 
tion:  that  the  rudiments  of  virtue  may  be  early  plain-, 
edin  the  minds  of  men,  and  tutored  to  the  beft  ad-' 
vantage.  People  in  the  low  walks  of  life  in  general 
look  up  to  thofe  above  them,  by  w hofe  example  they 
are  very  much  influenced;  and  it  will  be  impofliblci 
to  have  the  common  people  virtuous  liil  they  be  led 
by  imitations  of  thofe  above  them.  When  men,  whom'" 
they  know  to  be  as  vicious  as  themfelves,  punifli  and  t 
correft  them,  they  will  confider  the  e.xercife  of  that 
power,  to  proceed,  not  from  a reg-ard  to  the  law,  but 
from  defire  of  dominion. 

Whatever  force  might  be  in  the  arguments,  made 
ufc  of  in  defence  of  the  miniftry,  one  thing  is  certain, 
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they  grew  more  and  more  unpopular  every  day,  arii^ 
fome  political  incidents  happened  about  this  time, 
which  leffened  them  ftill  more  in  the  opinion  of  the 
public.  Among  thefe,  was  the  removal  of  General 
Amherft  from  the  government  of  Virginia.  The  go- 
vernment of  that  province  had  for  half  a century  been 
confidered  aSv  a finecure,  and  the  bufinefs  done  by  a 
deputy,  and  was  avowedly  bellowed  upon  the  gene- 
ral in  that  fenfe,  as  a reward  of  his  former  fervices, 
and  a teftimony  of  approbation  of  his  particular  good 
condu£l  in  America.  The  removal  of  a perfon  who 
liad  done  fuch  fervices  for  the  public,  became  a fub- 
je£l  of  general  difculTion,  and  was  cenfured  with  great 
feverity ; nor  did  the  arguments  that  W'ere  ufed  in  • 
fupport  of  that  raeafure  remove,  but  confirm  the  pre- 
judices of  the  people.  Underaloadof  popular  odium* 
and  many  juft  cenfures,  the  miniftry  ftill  kept  their 
ftations,  contrary  to  the  expeftation  of  almoft  the 
whole  nation. 

Lord  Chatham,  who  was  regarded  as  the  projector 
and  founder  of  this  miniftry,  being  almoft  continually 
abfent  through  bodily  infirmity,  loft  his  influence  ia 
the  cabinet,  which  was  not  perceived  till  his  friend 
Sir  JeftVey  Amherft  was  removed  from  his  government* 
Then  it  was  perceived  that  the  racafures  of  the  mini- 
ftry W'ere  not  direfted  by  his  advice.  Soon  after  the 
removal  of  the  general,  Lord  Shelburne  reCgned  his 
office  of  fecrerary  of  ftate,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Lord 
Weymouth,  for  the  uorthem  department,  and  about 
the  fame  time  Lord  Chatham  reQgned  his  place  as 
keeper  of  the  privy  feal,  and  w'as  fucceeded  by  the 
Earl  of  Briftol,  to  the  great  furprife  of  the  whole  na- 
tion. The  Earl  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Lord  Cha- 
tham, W'hich  made  this  change  appear  fomewhat  ex- 
traordinary. This  change  happened  in  the  month  of 
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b<flober,  and  the  parliament  affembled  November  the 
eight. 

When  the  national  fenate  met,  the  nation  was  full 
of  expeftation  that  meafures  would  be  fallen  upon 
to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  confident  with  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  The 
fpeech  from  the  throne  foon  difappointed  thefe  hopes 
and  expeftations:  Indead  of  any  lenient  meafures  to 
fettle  the  difquieted  minds  of  the  nation,  the  fpeech 
Contained  fevere  rcflcidions  againd  the  colonids,  par- 
ticularly the  people  of  Bollon  were  declared  to  be  in 
a date  of  difobedience  to  all  law  and  government,  and 
to  have  proceeded  to  meafures  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
ftirution,  and  attended  with  circutndances  that  mani- 
fcdcd  a difpofition  to  throw  oflF  their  dependence  oa 
Great  Britain.  The  addrefs  to  the  fovereign  for  this 
fpeech,  plainly  (hewed  what  the  colonies  had  to  ex- 
pe^  from  both  the  King  and  parliament.  They  de« 
dared,  that  though  they  were  ready  to  redrefs  the 
grievances  of  the  colonies,  and  to  hear  their  com- 
plaints, they  were  neverthelefs  determined  to  fupport 
the  fuprcmacy  of  the  Britilh  legiflature  over  every 
part  of  the  Bruiih  empire.  In  this  fuuation  were  mat- 
ters when  the  parliament  met. 
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T/je  'Parliament  ajfembks — a Committee  appointed  to  con^ 
fider  American  affairs— the  proceedings  thereof — va-' 
rious  debates  in  Parliament  concerning  the  Colonies — 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  bent  upon  bumbling  the 
Colonijls— the  Duke  of  Grafton  refigns — Lord  North 
fucceeds  him, 

HE  hopes  of  the  nation  were  now  anxioufly  fix- 
ed upon  the  new  parliament,  and  it  was  earneftly  ex- 
pelled that  fome  healing  mcafurcs  would  be  purfued 
to  fettle  the  difturbances  in  the  colonics,  and  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people  at  home.  Thcfe  earneft  hopes 
of  the  nation  were  confiderably  damped  by  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  which  rather  breathed  fentiments  of 
feverrty,  than  that  mildnefs  and  clemency,  which  was 
thought  nccelTary  to  heal  the  prefent  diflempei's. 
The  friends  of  peace  and  humanity  did  not  however 
defpair,  but  that  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  when 
alTembled,  would  in  fome  period  of  this  fcffion,  fo 
moderate  matters,  that  the  effects  of  the  fevere  fpeech 
front)  the  throne  would  be  mitigated  by  the  wife  coun- 
fels  of  parliament.  From  the  cenfures  paffed  upon 
fome  of  the  colonies  in  the  King’s  fpeech,  it  was  eafy 
to  perceive  what  were  the  intentions  of  the  miniftry, 
and  what  mcafures  would  be  purfued,  provided  a ma- 
jority in  parliament  gave  fan^lion  to  their  defigns. 
The  whole  Britifh  empire  was  deeply  interellcd  in 
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the  iflue  of  this  bufinefs,  and  waited  with  eager  cx- 
jie^lation,  the  refult,  of  parliamentary  determination. 
There  were  at  this  time  two  parties  who  were  equal- 
ly agitated  with  concern  for  the  ilTue  oi  this  bufmels; 
and  thefe  w'ere  fneh  as  wanted  to  have  the  fuprerac 
authority  of  parliament  exerted  to  its  utraoft  extent; 
who  were  highly  difpleafed  at  the  behaviour  of  the 
MaiTachufett’s  colony,  and  thouglit  thata  fevere  check 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  licentioufnefs  of  that  pro- 
vince. The  others  who  were  equally  anxious  in  this 
affair,  were  thofe  who  were  lovers  of  confiitutional 
liberty,  as  well,  naturally  difpofed  to  moderation  and 
lenient  meafures;  thefe  were  greatly  alarmed,  at  the 
fign^tures  of  vigour,  they  perceived  in  the  Ipeech,  and 
the  danger  that  would  follow  in  cafe  of  carrying  mat- 
ters to  extremity. 

A committee  of  the  w'hole  houfe  had  been  formed 
early  in  the  fcffions,  for  the  purpofe  of  an  enquiry  in- 
to American  affairs.  This  was  a meafurc  that  the 
diflferent  parties  in  parliament  were  equally  anxious 
in  purfuing:  but  the  motives  by  which  they  were  in- 
fluenced were  very  different,  and  the  methods  of  pur- 
fuing  their  enquiry  very  oppofite  to  each  other.  The 
party  on  the  fide  of  the  miniftry  confined  their  views 
to  thofe  recent  tranfacTiions  which  were  moft  offenfive, 
and  feeincd  more  immediately  to  call  for  interpofing  the 
authority  of  parliament ; which  were  judged  by  the 
moft  fanguinc,  highly  worthy  of  a fevere  cenfure,  as  a 
violation  of  all  order  and  government.  On  the  other 
flde,  it  was  propofed  to  enquire  into  the  fources  and 
fprings  of  thofe  diforders,  and  to  take  a rctrofpeffive 
v iew  of  the  conduft  of  governmenr  towards  the  colo- 
. iiies  for  fcvcral  years  paft,  and  if  pofCble,  to  cure  the 
. diftemper,  by  removiug  the  caufes  thereof.  This 
was  a worh  not  fo  cafiiy  performed,  when  thofe  who 
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were  judged  the  original  caufes  of  thofc  evils,  comU 
nued  to  operate  againft  all  enquiries,  by  which  their 
own  conduft  might  have  been  lain  open. 

Before  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  an  unfuccefsful  attempt 
had  been  made,  to  have  copies  of  all  the  royal  letters 
patent,  charters,  and  commiffions,  now  fubfifting,  and 
in  force,  relative  to  any  of  the  American  colonies, 
with  copies  of  all  inftruftions  which  had  been  given 
by,  or  in  the  name  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  to  any  of- 
ficer, civil  or  military,  laid  before  the  Houfe.  Thefe 
papers,  it  is  fuppofed,  w'ould  not  only  have  led  to  a 
difcufllon  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  but  alfo  to  a 
clofe  enquiry  in  the  conduft  of  fome  governors,  and 
other  officers  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  into  the  proprie- 
ty of  the  orders  that  had  at  different  times  been  fent 
to  them  from  home.  Nothing  could  be  more  reafon- 
able  than  a requeft  of  this  fort }'  it  could  injure  none, 
except  fuch  as  deferyed  cenfure,  which  could  not  be 
accounted  injury  but  juftice,  and  it  would  have  been 
the  mpft  effeftual  method  to  have  prevented  gover- 
nors at  a great  diftance  from  the  centre  of  power,  a- 
bufmg  their  authority,  in  provoking  the  fubjefts  to 
outrage  by  an  arbitrary  behaviour.  The  granting  of 
this  requeft  would  alfo  have  removed  all  fufpicions 
concerning  government,  and  would  have  alfo  con- 
firmed the  national  confidence  towards  the  miniftry.  . 
Adminiftration  had  at  this  time  adopted  other  mea- 
fures  than  what  were  agreeable  to  the  nation,  and 
were  not  difpofed  to  give  any  faiisfaftion  concerning 
their  o«m  conduff ; they  therefore  oppofed  this  mo- 
tion, and  prevented  its  fuccefs.  They  imagined  that 
the  dignity  of  government  might  fuffer  from  fuch  an 
enquiry,  and  were  difpofed  to  fupport  imaginary  ho- 
nor, at  the  expcnce  of  general  utility.  A vaft  num- 
ber of  other  papers,  were  however  laid  before  the 
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comUtce,  ?nd  feveral  refolutions  formed  thereon, 
together  with  an  acldrefs  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  which 
came  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  but  after  long  debate, 
the  miniftry  carried  their  point  and  the  enquiry  came 
to  nothing.  In  this,  as  in  feveral  other  things,  this 
new  parliament  difappointed  the  hopes  of  the  na- 
tion. 

Upon  January  the  25th,  1 769, while  thefe  debates 
were  go  ing  on,  a petition,  in  the  name  of  the  majori- 
ty of  the  council  of  Maffachufctt’s  bay,  figred  by  Mr 
Danforth,  as  prefident  of  the  council,  was  prefented 
to  ilie  Commons.  It  appeared  that  this  petition  want- 
ed fome  formalities,  neceffary  for  procuring  it  admif- 
fion  into  the  Houfe.  It  was  f.iid  that  it  had  not  paf- 
fed  in  a legal  affcmbly  of  the  council,  and  of  confe- 
/quence,  no  pcrfon  could  be  authorifcd  to  lign  it  as 
prefident.  It  was  rcjefted  under  that  title,  and  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in  only  as  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Danforth,  in  behalf  of  the  feveral  individuals,  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  at  whofe  requeft  it  had  been  fign- 
ed.  It  was  evident  from  this  proceeding  of  the  Com- 
mons, that  the  majority  were  difpofed  to  come  to  no 
terms  with  the  colonifts,  and  that  government  intend- 
ed to  make  them  fubmit  to  the  abfolute  authority  of 
the  mother  country.  This  petition  was  fo  far  from 
being  written  in  an  ofFenfive  ftile,  that  no  petition 
could  have  been  expreffed  in  milder  terms,  nor  writ- 
ten with  more  moderation.  It  prayed  for  a repeal  of 
the  late  revenue  afts,  and  enlarged  upon  the  chartered 
immunities,  and  privileges  of  the  colonies.  The  ge- 
neral rights  of  the  colonifts,  as  Englilh  fubjefts,  were 
fet  forth,  without  mentioning  the  fupremacy  of  the 
Britifh  le;  iilarure,  or  calling  it  in  queftion,  although 
this  was  a!fo  touched  in  a gentle  manner,  by  aflerting 
^t  thejr  rights  had  been  violated,  and  requefting 
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lhat  in  time  coming  they  might  be  fecured.  The  in- 
ability of  the  colony  to  addrefs  the  Houfe  in  their  Ic- 
giflative  capacity,  was  regretted,  and  a particular  de- 
tail of  the  difficulties,  hardffiips,  and  dangers  which 
their  anceftors  endured  j who,  for  preferving  their  ci- 
vil and  religious  liberties,  had  made  fettlements  in  a 
vvilderncfi,  where  they  were  expofed  to  the  rage  of 
the  raoft  cruel  and  favage  enemies ; where,  from  the 
nature  of  the  climate,  and  the  infertility  of  the  foil, 
no  advantage  to  their  temporal  intercfls  was  even  to 
be  hoped  for;  and  the  utmoft  that  could  be  expefted, 
was  only  a fcanty  fubfiftence,  in  confequeiice  of  the 
*111011  unremitted  labour.  From  thefe  premifes,  it 
was  inferred,  that  they  not  only  dearly  purchafed  their 
fettlements,  but  acquired  an  additional  title,  befides 
their  common  claim,  as  men  and  as  Britifli  fubjedls, 
to  the  immunities  and  privileges  which  they  allerted 
bad  been  granted  to  them  by  charter.  Many  argu- 
ments were  ufed  by  their  friends  in  behalf  of  the  pc- 
-tition.  Their  ready  and  willing  fervices  at  their  own 
cxpencc  in  our  wars  ; the  old  colonies  having  been  all 
ellablilhcd  without  any  expence  to  the  mother  coun- 
<try;  the  great  advantages  flie  derives  from  them  ; the 
lhare  they  virtually  bear  in  our  taxes,  by  the  confump- 
tion  of  our  manufaflures ; their  inability  to  pay  the 
duties,  and  the  bad  confequencs  refulting  from  the 
late  laws,  not  only  to  them,  but  to  the  mother  conn- 
try,  were  brought  as  arguments  to  folicit  the  repeal, 
and  to  fhew  the  title  they  had,  not  only  to  a fecurity 
of  their  rights,  but  even  to  favour. 

Adminihration  finding  that  they  had  a majority  in 
parliament,  was  .jftJirdctermined  cfFe<ftually  to  humble 
the  refraftory  colonies.  Thefe  houfe  of  Lords,  upon 
•the  8 th  of  February,  paffed  fome  refolinions,  and  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which  v/ere  fent  dowm  to  tlic 
■ ■ ■ ' Commons, 
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Commons,  and  approved,  and  fo  became  the  aft  of 
both  Houfes,  wherein  the  late  afts  of  the  Houfe  of 
reprefentatives  of  MaflTaehufett’s-Bay,  which  called  in 
queftion  the  authority  of  the  fuprcme  legiflature'to 
make  laws  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cafes  whatever, 
were  refeinded,  and  declared  illegal,  unconftitutional, 
and  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the  crown  atkl  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  The  circular  letters  writtea 
by  the  fame  alTembly  to  the  other  coloiwes,  requiring 
tliemtojoin  in  petitions,  and  ftatiag  the  late  laws  as 
infringmems  of  the  rights  of  the  people  in  the  colonies. 
Were  declared  to  be  proceedings  of  a moft  unwarrartt- 
able  and  dangerous  nature,  circulated  to  inflame  die 
minds  of  the  people  in  the  colonics,  andtending  tocrea/to 
tinlawful  combinations,  repugnant  to  the  law«  of  Great 
Britain,  and  fubverfive  of  the  conftitution.  The  town 
of  Bolton  was  declared  In  a (late  of  great  diforder  and 
confufion,  dilturbed  by  riots  and  tumults  of  a dan- 
gerous nature,  in  which  the  officers  of  the  revenue 
had  been  obftrufted  by  violence  in  tlte  execuuon  of 
the  laws,  and  their  lives  endangered:  that  neither 
the  council  of  the  province,  nor  the  civil  magillratcs, 
had  exerted  their  authority  in  fuppreffing  the  faid 
riots  and  tumults : that  in  thefe  circumllanccs  of  the 
province  of  MalT.ichufctt’s-bay,  and  of  the  town  of 
Bollon,  the  prefervation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the 
due  execution  of  the  law’s,  became  imprafticable,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a military  force,  to  fupport  and  proteft 
the  civil  magillrate,  and  the  officers  of  his  Majelty’s 
revenue.  That  the  refolutions,  and  proceedings  in 
the  tow'n  meetings  at  Bofton,  on  the  14th  of  jnne, 
and  the  12th  of  September,  1769,  W’ere  illegal  and 
unconftitutional,  and  calculated  to  excite  fediiion  and 
infurreftion:  that  the  appointment  of  the  town  meet- 
ing upon  the  1 2th  of  September,  of  a convention  to  be 
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held  in  the  town  of  Boflon,  on  the  2 2d  of  that  monthV 
to  confift  of  deputies  from  the  Jeverai  towns  and  dif- 
trifts  in  the  province,  and  the  writing  of  a letter  by 
the  felcft  men  in  each  of  the  towns,  and  diilinfts^ 
for  the  election  Of  fuch  deputies  were  proceedings 
fubverfive  of  government,  and  evidently  manifefting 
a defign  in  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  to  fet  up  a new 
onconftitutional  authority,  independent  of  the  crown.- 
Thcfc  refolutions  were  rounded  upon  an  interpreta- 
tion of  the  nicanhig  of  the  prucecoings  at  Bolton,- 
which  the  people  of  that  province  denied  tliat  they 
ever  intended;  they  declared  the  defign  of  tneir  meet- 
ing was,  to  advile  with  one  another  in  petitioning  the 
King  and  parliament  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances, 
but  to  perform  no  governmental  afts ; and  they  alfo 
|>romifed  to  afUn:  the  civil  magiltrate  in  the  cxecutioa 
of  I he  laws,  as  Lr  as  it  was  in  their  powers  I'he  rc-> 
folu'ions  of  the  two  Houles  at  this  time  appear  to 
have  been  formed  upon  the  infonnarion  of  Governor 
Bernard,  between  whom  and  the  province  there  was 
no  good  underftandiug,  and  who  by  this  time  had 
wrought  each  other  to  a degree  of  uneommoa  oppo-* 
fition  and  enmity.  Thofc  who  have  no  other  objeft 
in  view  except  truth,  will  eafily  perceive,  that  tlte  am- 
bition and  pride  of  the  governor  had  as  great  an  in- 
fluence in  ihofe  .difurders,  as  the  licemioufnefs  of  the 
people.  According  to  the  faiftory  of  the  people  of 
that  colony,  given  by  many  that  now  accufe  them  of 
licentioufnefs,  they  are,  when  compared  with  the  pco-* 
pic  of  this  country,  remarkably  fober:  they  obferved 
divine  ordinance,  and  kept  the  Sabbath-day  with  a 
ftriftnefs,  not  to  be  found  in  Old  England.  And  it 
hat  alfo  been  obferved  by  their  enemies,  that  unlefs 
among  thofe  who  come  from  Britain  to  perform  re- 
Tcnue  duty,  and  are  fervams  of  the  crown,  the  vices 
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that  are  common  at  home  in  England,  are  fcldom  to 
be  feen  in  that  colony. — And  indeed  it  feldom  hap- 
pens, that  a licentious  and  diffipated  people  will  run 
any  hazards  for  their  rights  and  liberties:  but  in  a 

controverfy  there  is  always  fomething  to  be  faid  oa 
both  fides. 

The  addrefs  that  follows  the  above  refolutions^ 
breathed  the  faihe  fpirit,  and  riin  much  in  the  fameftile. 

It  expreffed  the  greateft  fatisfaftion  with  the  meafures 
that  had  been  purfued,  to  fupport  the  conftitution, 
and  to  induce,  in  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts  bay,  a 
due  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try. Apromife  arid  refolption  was  al(b  made  to  con- 
tur  effcftually  in  fuch  farther  meafures  as  might  be 
judged  necelTary  to  maintain  the  civil  magiftrates  in  a 
Jjroper  execution  of  the  laws ; and  it  was  given  as  a 
matter  of  opinion’,  that  nothing  would  fo  effeftually 
preferve  royal  authority  in  that  province,  as  to  bring 
the  authors  of  the  late  unfortunate  dHbrders  to  ex- 
amplary  punifhmenti  Upon  this  perfuafion,  it  was 
tarneftly  requellcd,  that  Governor  Bernard  would 
tranfmit  the  fullefl;  information  he  could  obtain  of  all 
treafons,  or  mifprilion  of  treafon  committed  within  his 
government,  fince  the  30th  of  December  1767,  toge- 
ther with  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  were  moft 
aftive  in  the  committing  of  fuch  olTences:  that  his 
Majefty  might  ilTue  a fpecial  proclamation  for  enqui- 
ring into,  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  guilt  of 
the  otfenders  within  this  realm,  according  to  the  pro- 
Vifions  of  a ftatute  made  in  tlie  30th  year  ol  Henry 
the  eight,  in  cafe  his  Majefty,  upon  Governor  Ber- 
hard’s  report  fltould  fee  fufheient  ground  for  luch  a 
proceeding.  This  was  an  opinion  very  unfavourable 
to  the  colonies;  it  expofed  them  to  two  evils  of  the 
moil  fevere  kind:  there  charafter  was  to  be  taken 
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from  the  report  of  one  man,  who  was  ibeir  enemy, 
and  they  were  ro  be  tried  in  a ftrange  country,  where 
they  might  have  neither  friends  nor  connc£tions,  and 
where  they  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  exculpatory 
evidence,  unlefs  at  an  cxpence,  that  very  few  people 
can  afford,  without  reducing  therafelves  to  inifcry  and 
did  refs. 

Though  thefe  refolutions  and  the  addrefs  were  car- 
ried by  a powerful  majority,  they  were  oppofcd  with 
greaf  firmnefs,  and  force  of  argument,  by  the  friendsof 
the  coloniffs,  and  there  had  been  fewfubjefls  for  many 
years  more  ably  difeuffed,  than  this  was  through  the 
whole  of  the  debate.  Both  the  right- and  propriety 
of  taxing  the  colonifts,  were  warmly  difpvwed,  and 
the  arguments  made  ufc  of,  were  much  the  fame  widt 
thoie  that  have  been  already  mcmioned  in  the-  cafe  of 
repealing  the  fbtmp  aft,  which,  on  this  occafion,'  fhali 
not  be  repeated-  Many  new  refleftjions  were  made 
on  this  occafion,  which  may  be  of  fome  fervice  to 
confider.  It  w'as  obferved  that  the  new  revenue  laws 
did  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  but  tended  to  irri- 
tate the  colonifts,  without  being  of  any  real  fervicc  to 
government:  that  as  the  aft  for  fecuring  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  colonies,  anfwered  all  the  purpofcs  they 
could  propofe  by  any  new  meafure,  it  was  ablurd  to 
multiply  ftatutes,  without  fufficiem  caufeandreafousfor 
fo doing:  that  by  the  meafures  they  were  pmluing, 
they  would  lay  a tax  upon  the  mother  country:  that 
the  laying  of  duties  upon  Britifli  commodities  and 
manfaftures  landed  in  the  colonies,  was  in  eftieft 
granting  premiums,  to  excite  the  Americans  to  induC- 
try,  and  to  pur  them  upon  raffing  the 'one,  and  rival- 
ling Britain  in  the  other.  What  appeared  remark- 
able on  this  occafion,  the  Rockingham  and  Grenville 
parties,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  irrecoaciicable,  up- 
on 
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on  tlus  fubjeft,  entirely  united  and  joined  their  ifite- 
relis,  and  made  ule  of  the  lame  arguments.  A reflec- 
tion was  made  by  the  oppofition,  which,  though  it 
was  very  fevere,  was  at  the- fame  time  very  juft;  name- 
ly, that  it  was  now  become  the  fafhion  with  ihofe 
who  had  been  the  original  caufe  of  all  the  difturban- 
ces  in  America,  to  reprefent  the  people  in  that  coun- 
try as  in  a ftate  of  rebellion,  and  by  that  ftratagem  to 
make  the  caufe  of  admiuiftration  the  national  caufe, 
and  ro  perluade  us  that  the  people  aggrieved  by  a fe- 
ries  of  blunders  and  mifinanagcraeiu,  and  embolden- 
ed by  the  weaknefs  and  incoiififtency  of  government, 
had  committed  fome  rafh  aftions,  that  they  wanted 
-alfo  to  throw  off  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try.  This  was  a moft  fevere,  but  a true  reflection ; 
for  from  all  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  colo-* 
nifts,  it  Appears  rfianifeft  that  mild  treatment,  and  a 
little  foft  management  Would  have  fettled  all  the  dif- 
turbanecs  that  have  happened.  It  was  urged  that  a 
number  of  duties  had  been  laid  upon  the  colonics, 
which  derived  their  confequence  only  from  their  odi- 
oufnefs,  and  the  ifiifchief  they  produced,  and  an  ar-  ' 
my  of  cuftom-houfc  officers  were  fent,  as  much  to  cre- 
ate as  to  raife  new  taxes,  as  they  could  fcarccly  aii- 
fwer  any  other  end,  and  were  themfelves  as  odious  as 
the  ta&cs  they  were  fent  to  collcCt  on  account  of  their 
novelty,  and  fome  other  circumftances  that  attended 
them.  Another  reflection  which  bore  hard  upon  tlie 
majority,  was  that  fome  ofthemwhohad  a hand  in 
irapofing  ihefc  new  duties,  and  were  become  the  zeal- 
ous  fupporters  of  the  prefent  mcafures,  were  at  the 
head  of  that  opidioa  which  denied  totally  the  right  of 
the  kgifiature  to  America;  that  ilicir  names  had 
been  held  up  in  the  colonies  .ts  objcCls  of  the  hie  heft 
veneration,  and  their;  arguments  were  made  the  foun- 
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dation,  of  what  ever  was  underftood  to  be  conftiiu* 
tional  writing  or  fpeaking ; was  it  then  to  be  a mat^ 
ter  of  wonder,  that  the  Americans,  with  fuch  authorir 
lies,  to  fupport  their  opinions,  which  were  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  flattering  to  their  importance,  ftiould,  in  the 
warmth  of  their  imagination,  and  the  heat  of  their  paf- 
fions,  commit  extravagances,  upon  obferving  an  immer 
diate  violation  of  what  they  had  been  taught  to  con- 
fider  as  their  moft  undoubted  and  unalienable  rights? 

Or  was  their  any  rcafon  to  be  furprifed,  that  fuch 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  contradiftions,  between 
language  and  behaviour,  fliould  produce  the  unhappy 
confequences  which  had  now  happened.  This  was 
argumentum  ad  bominem,  and  could  not  be  anfwer- 
ed  by  thofe  to  w'hom  it  was  applied,  without  lharae 
and  repentance. 

That  part  of  the  addrefs  which  related  to  the 
ftatute  of  Henry  the  eight  was  more  warmly 
difputed,  and  fuch  arguments  were  ufed  as  the 
friends  of  aJminiftration  could  not  oppofe  with 
a'^guments  of  equal  force.  To  bring  delinquents 
from  the  province  of  Maffachufett’s-bay,  to  be  trU 
ed  at  a tribunal  in  England,  for  crimes  fuppofed 
to  be  committed  in  that  country,  was  coufidcrcd  in  the 
firft  inftance,  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Englifti  con- 
flitution.  It  was  faid  that  a man  charged  with  a crime 
is,  by  the  laws  of  England,  ufually  tried  in  the  coun- 
ty where  the  offence  is  committed,  that  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  crime  may  more  clearly  be  confldered 
'and  examined  j and  that  the  knowledge  which  the 
jury  thereby  receive  of  his  general  charaflcr,  and  of 
the  credibility  of  the  witneffes'  might  allill  them  in 
pronouncing,  with  a greater  degree  of  certainty,  up- 
on his  innocence  or  guilt.  That  as  the  conftitution 
form  aconviftion  of  its  utility,  had  fecured  that  form 
of  trial  to  every  fubjeflin  England,  with  what  colour  of 
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jaftice,  can  he  be  deprived  of  it,  by  going  to  Ameri. 
ca?  Is  a man’s  life,  fortune,  and  happinefs,  or  his 
ehara£Icrof  lefsefteem  in  the  eyeof  the  law,  there, than 
in  this  country?  or  are  we  to  mete  our  different  por-  , 
lions  of  jufUce  to  Britifli  fubjefts  which  are  to  leffea 
in  degree,  in  proportion  to  their  diftance  from  the  ca- 
pital? It  was  alledged,  that  if  an  American  had  tranf- 
greffed  the  laws  by  committing  a crime  there,  he 
ought  to  be  tried  there  for  the  offence;  but  cannot 
jullly  be  torn  above  3000  miles  from  his  family  and 
his  friends,  his  bufinefs,  and  connections;  from 
every  comfort  and  countenance,  neceffary  to  fup- 
port  a man  under  fuch  trying  and  unhappy  cir- 
cumftances  to  be  tried  by  a jury  that  are  not  his  peers, 
who  are  probably  prejudiced  againll  him,  and  may 
think  themfelves  fome  way  interclted  in  finding  him 
guilty. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if 
not  irapoffible,  for  the  accufed  perfon  to  bring  over 
the  neceffary  evidence  for  his  vindication,  though  he 
was  entirely  innocent ; that  it  would  require  a man 
to  be  rich,  and  to  have  great  fubllance  to  bring  all 
the  witneffes  that  might  be  neceffary  from  Bolton  to 
London,  and  that  after  all,  fome  might  be  overlooked 
that  might  be  of  great  fervice,  which  could  not  be 
brought  till  the  trial  was  over.  That  on  the  other 
fide  the  witneffes  againll  him,  fupported  by  the  coun- 
tenance and  protection  of  Government,  maintained  at 
the  national  expence,  and  hire  of  a corapenfation  for 
their  lofs  of  time,  and  perhaps  having  the  hope  of 
future  reward  and  provifion,  would  not  only  be  eafily 
colleCled,  but  that  it  was  to  be  feared  too  tnany  would 
think  it  good  employment  and  become  eager  candi- 
dates for  the  fervice.  Tljat  in  this  lituation  the  cafe 
of  the  accufed  would  be  very  hard;  charged  with  a 
-Crime- againll  the  authority  of  the  mother  country, 
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the  judges  who  arc  to  determine  his  fate,  are  the  pco. 
pic  agai lift  whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  tranfgrefled, 
thofc  who  have  conftrufted  the  act  with  whiph  he  is 
charged  into  a crime,  whofe  paliions  might  be  heated 
and  who  arc  at  the  fame  time  parties,  accufers,  and 
judges.  The  a«ft  upon  which  this  trial  was  to  proceed, 
it  was  affirmed  was  framed  in  an  arbitrary  and  tyran> 
nical  reign,  and  hadjuftly  lain  buried  in  oblivion,  till 
DOW  brought  forth  to  anfwer  a temporary  and  an  ar- 
bitrary purpofe.  Many  of  thefe  arguments  were 
never  anfwered,  nor  was  any  reply  made,  except  by 
a vote,  which  is  the  moft  powerful  anfwer.  The  mi- 
niftry  were  on  this  occafion  unufually  languid  in  the 
fupport  of  their  refolutions,  and  the  addrefs  which 
they  made  for  reviving  the  ftatute  of  Henry  the 
VIII.  for  when  they -were  afked  which  of  them  would 
own  himfelf  the  advifer  of  that  raeafure,  they  all  de- 
clined to  adopt  it.  It  would  appear  that  cither  their 
confciences  condemned  them,  or  that  they  felt  the 
force  of  their  opponent’s  arguments  too  powerful  to 
be  relifted.  The  arguments  that  were  ufed  in  behalf 
of  the  meafurcs  that  were  now  pnrfuing  are  but  ffiort, 
and  have  but  little  force  in  them,  but  the  reader  in 
jufticc  (hall  have  them  as  they  are. 

It  was  affirmed  that  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  afl  had 
not  produced  the  effefts  that  might  have  been  expec- 
ted ; that  the  colonifts  inftcad  of  gratitude  for  the 
tendernefs  ffiewn  to  their  fuppofed  diilreffcs,  had  ob- 
ftinately  purlucd  the  fame  courfe  as  before,  and 
ftiewcd  the  fame  difrefpeff  to  government;  that  fuch 
was  their  licentious  oppofition  to  all  raeafures  of  the  ^ 
'legiflature,  that  it  became  highly  ncceffary  to  cftablilh 
fome  mark  of  their  dependence  upon  the  mother 
country.  That  the  late  duties  fo  much  complained  of, 
on  account  of  the  fmallncfs  of  their  produce,  were 
, ckofen 
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cliofen  to  anfwer  the  ubovemeutioncd  purpofe,  at  the 
fame  ti ill c that  they  were  the  lead  oppreflive  that  could 
be  advifed,  and  that  the  whole  produce  was  to  fupport 
their  own  civil  eftabiilhments.  That  the  inhal-itants 
of’  the  province  of  MulTachufet’s  Bay  were  people  of 
republican  principles,  and  licentious  in  their  difpofi-  . 
tions,  and  being  ftirred  up  by  fadficus  and  defigning 
men,  had  broltcn  out  into  daring  acls  of  outrage,  and 
infolence,  which  fufficiently  (hewed  the  original  ne- 
cefKty  of  making  them  fenliblc  of  their  dependence  on 
the  Briiifh  legiflature;  that  by  their  w'ords  and  w’ri- 
tings  they  feemed  rather  to  confider  thcrafelTcs  as 
members  of  an  independent  ftare  than  as  a colony  and 
province  belonging  to  this  country.  That  from  the 
ill  formed  fyftem  upon  which  the  government  of  that 
colony  had  been  originally  eftabliflied;  the  council 
was  appointed  by  the  alTerably,  and  the  grand  jurie« 
are  clefled  by  the  townlhips ; fo  that  thclc  fatUous 
men  having  got  a lead  in  the  alTembly,  and  being 
themfelves  leaders  of  the  popular  phrenzy,  gnided 
and  direfted  the  whole  civil  government  as  they  plea- 
fed;  fo  that  alljufticc  and  order  was  at  an  end,  wherer 
ever  their  interefts  or  paflions  were  concerned.  That 
in  thefe  circumftances  the  populace  freed  from  all 
legal  reftraims  by  thefe  circumftances,  thofe  ilut 
(hould  have  been  the  confervators  of  the  puliiic  peace, 
fet  themfelves  the  firft  examples  of  all  kinds  of  difor- 
ders,  and  proceeded  at  length  to  the  comraifnon  of 
fuch  afts,  as  if  not  now  deemed  downright  rebeliioa, 

.would  in  other  times  have  been  judged  and  punidied 
as  fuch;  and  which  in  any conltrudf ion  of  the  term 
could  be  confidcred  but  very  little  fliort  of  it. 

That  it  was  now  high  lime  for  government  to  inter- 
fere, and  cflfe£hially  to  curb  diforders,  which  if  fuf- 
fered  to  proceed  farther,  could  no  longer  be  confide- 
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fed  by  that  name.  That  the  example  fct  by  the  towri 
cf  Boflon,  and  the  rafti  and  daring  meafure  adopted 
by  their  aflcmbly  of  fending  circular  letters  to  the 
other  colonics,  had  already  produced  a great  effeft  ^ 
and  if  not  checked  was  likely  to  fet  the  whole  conti- 
nent in  a flame,  arid  for  that  reafon  fome  fliips  of  war 
and  troops  had  been  fent  to  Boflon,  who  without 
bloodlhed  or  coming  to  any  ■violent  meafures,  had  re- 
ftored  order  and  quiet.  That  nothing  but  the  moft 
vigorous  meafures  could  bring  the  colonifls  to  a pro- 
per fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  of  their  dependence  upon 
the  fupreme  legiflature.  That  the  fpirit  which  prevail- 
ed at  Boflon  was  fo  totally  fubverflve  of  all  order  and 
civil  government,  and  the  conduft  of  the  magiftrates 
had  left  fo  little  room  for  hope  of  their  properly  ful- 
filling ther  duty  during  the  continuance  of  the  prc- 
lent  ferment,  that  it  became  abfolutely  neceflary  rf> 
revive  and  put  in  execution  the  law  of  Henry  the  VIII. 
by  which  the  king  is  empowered  to  appoint  a com- 
milfion  in  England  for  the  trial  there,  of  any  of  the 
fubjefts  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  That  unlcfs  that 
meafure  was  adopted,  the  moft  flagrant  afts  of  trea- 
fon  and  rebellion  might  be  committed  openly  in  the 
provinces  with  impunity,  as  the  civil  power  Was  nci- 
ther  difpofed,  nor  could  take  cognizance  of  them. 

That  the  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  thofe  crimes, 
and  who  had  already  caufed  fo  much  trouble  and  coir- 
fufion,  were  no  objefts  of  compaflion,  for  any  parti- 
cular circumftances  of  expcnce  or  trouble  that  might 
attend  this  mode  of  bringing  them  to  juftice,  which 
was  only  to  be  confidered  as  a fmall  part  of  the  ptriilli- 
ment  due  to  their  crimes : that  it  was  ungenerous  to 
fuppofe  that  government  would  make  an  improper  ufe 
of  this  law  by  harraffing  of  innocent  perfons;  and 
that  there  was  no  reafon  to  queftion  the  integrity  of 

our 
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bur  juries  And  they  obferved  that  it  was  unlikely 
that  the  aft  would  ever  be  put  in  execution,  as  they 
were  m hopes  that  fuch  a fcafonable  (hew  of  fo  much 
vigour  and  Jeimy  would  operate  to  bring  the  colonies 
to  a knfe  of  their  duty,  and  to  make  them  give  over 
their  feditious  practices..  Thefe  are  the  arguments 
upon  , he  Cher  fide,  whieh  as  the,  hate  little  force  b 
themfelKs,  hare  hitherto  m the  execution  -produced 

Promifed. 

A<lmimltrauon  feem  to  have  :expefted  more  confi- 
-dcncefromrlw  public,  than  their  conduft  for  W 
years  pad  entitled  them  to,  when  they  fay  it  was  un 
^nerous  to  fuppofe  that  they  would  make  an  impro' 
ufe  of  their  power  ia  bar  raffing  innocent  perLs 
for  their  paftconduft  gave  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
tafuppofe  that  mercy  and  clemency  were  none  of 
their  charaftenftic  virtues.  And  as  they  had  refufed 
to  admit  an  enquiry  into  the  original  caufes  of  the 
tlifordws  in  the  colonies,  there  was  good  reafon  to 
conclude  that  impartiality  would  nor  be  obferved  in 

of  difnrdT^  colonifts  had  for  fometim.cbccnina  date 
o diforder,  and  many  irregularities  had  been  commit- 
ted but  there  was  a jealoufy  and  fufpicion  that  Cc 
mifmanagement  in^  government  had  been  the  caufe 
thcrcofi  It  was  therefore  unreafonabic  to  feek  to 
punilh  the  petty  delinquents,  without  taking  noti  e 

Ihc  conditution  of  the  government  of  the  Maffiichu- 
fett  s colony,  m granting  that  priviletrc  to  rhf 

■fljips,  .he  pinvilegeof  elLiug  i„':iesf®V: 

council,  I, ail 

produced  any  ,11  coufequences,  fill  ambi.ious 
^rs  warned  to  difta.e  .0  both  councils  and  E 
W«Si  and  .hen  they  found  .hat  ,hc  confti.u.ion  of  the 
colony  was  a check  upon  their  power,  and  reftrain! 

ed 
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ed  it  xmhin  a certain  nmit.  Tbofe  who  foriocrlj  had 
po  other  objeft  in  view  than  to  rule  for  the  good  of 
the  community,  never  confidered  this  part  of  the  con- 
(litution  of  the  colony  as  any  hardfhip:  they  fupport- 
ed  their  own  legal  dignity,  and  never  wanted  to  en- 
croach upon  the  privileges  of  the  people.  But  fomc 
late  governors  affumed  a power  which  their  office  did 
not  give  them,  and  when  they  co  uld  not  ruL*  the  colony 
according  to  their  arbitrary  pleafurc,  becaufe  thego- 
vemment  of  the  province  did  not  allow  them  fo,to  do, 
they  began  to  complain  both  of  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  conduct  of  the  people,  who  did  no  more 
than  it  allowed  them.  It  would  have  been  no  more 
than  fair,  to  have  made  an  enquiry  into  the  condufl 
of  government,  that  it  might  have  appeared,  whether 
the  diAnrbances  had  arilcn  from  mal  adminiHration  in 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  or  from  the  liccntioufncfs 
and  reftleffncfs  of  the  people.  Had  it  appeared  that 
the  miniftry  and  governors  had  done  their  duty,  it 
would  have  united  all  ranks  in  this  kingdom  agaiuil 
the  colonifls,  and  added  a flrength  to  adininiflration 
which  would  have  enable  them  to  have  purfued  their 
meafures  with  more  eafe  and  fatisfaftion.  But  when 
they  f efufed  to  fubmit  to  au  enquiry,  it  confirmed  tite 
fufpicions  of  the  public,  that  there  was  fomeihing 
done  that  could  not  bear  a trial.  The  allufion  to  the 
times  of  the  Stuarts,  in  the  reafoning  of  the  majori- 
ty, and  their  keennefs  for  the  revival  of  the  (latute  of 
Henry  the  eight,  encreafed  the  jealoufy  of  the  colo- 
nifts,  and  aggravated  the  oppofition  at  home.  Pre- 
cedents taken  from  arbitrary  reigns,  and  tyrannical 
princes  had  but  an  ill  appearance,  and  were  not  rec- 
Jeoned  fuitable  to  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  and 
the  government  of  a prince  of  the  Brunfwick  line. 
The  colouUIs  irritated  already,  by  what  was  paft, 

coaiidered 
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conlldered  thefe  oew  meafures,  as  eoatriiances  of 
to  enJQave  th«rti ; and  they  began  to  apprehend 
that  govermnent  would  proceed  • from  oae.  thing  to 
auotben»till  they  reduced  them  to  the  ftate  they  were 
in  before  the  revolution.  What  gave  rife  to  tbefe 
apprehenTtuns,  was  the  fimilarity  of  proceedings,  and 
the  influeuce  that  the  friends  of  the  ancient  family 
were  fuppofed  td  have  in  the  court  of  Britain ; tbefe 
ideas,  were  conhrmed  by  the  eflays  of  party >wrlter$ 
in  Eoglaod,  who,  without  coafioiog  themfelves  always 
to  truth,  bad  fbrfonie  years  pad,  in  the  mod  pofitive 
atanher  affirmed^  that  all  the  fptings  of  government 
were  moved  and  maoagedby  an  invifible  agent,  whofe 
influence  turned  the  puppets  which  way  he  pleafed. 
Though  it  cannot  be  reafonably  fuppofed  that  anyone 
man  pofTeiSed  fuch  influence  as  was  fuppofed,  yet  the 
meafures  of  the  mioiftry  were  frequently  fo  fufpicious 
Ahd.4iteonfldent,  that  they  gave  reafon  for  fuch  furmi* 
ies.  it  is  not  flrange  that  the  colonifls  (hould  have 
believed  what  was  publifhed  with  fo  much  confidence 
hrthe  mother  country^  efpecialty  when  we  confider 
tbOc  their  minds  by  this  time  were  warped  by  preju- 
dice, and  their  imaginations  heated  with  oppofition 
and  refentment.  They  had  petitionedwithoutfuc- 
•^cefs,  and  rcmonftraied  in  vain;  they  acknowledged 
the  fuprcmacy  of  the  fovereign,  and  the  authority  of 
parliamebt  to  direft  tlieir  trade  and  navigation,  but 
nothing  would  pleafe  admioiflration  but  abfolutc  do- 
minion over  their  all.  This  they  accounted  contrary 
^to  their  natural  rights  as  EnglHhmen,  and  a breach  of 
their  charters;  and  the  new  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment they  confidered  as  fo  many  chains  to  enflave 
"them.  Tlius  like  a {beam  that  is  fed  by  conftant 
fupplies,  their  oppofition  encreafed,  iill|  like  a torrent, 
^ overawed  all  bo^Dds, 
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Both'houfes  of  farltaiflent  were  fo  bent  apon'hum*> 
bling  the  eolony'of  Mafiachafett’s  bay,  that  they  had 
proceeded,  on  the  1 3th  of  February,  to  addrefs  his 
Majcfty,  for  calling  all  the  offenders  in nhai  colony  to' 
an  account  before  the  judicatories  of  this  nation.. 
This  declared  how  earneft  the  majority  in  pariiament 
were  ia  exercifing  the  authority  of  the  mother'  coun-' 
try  over  the  colonics.  Their  addrefs  is  expreffed’  in 
the  ifrongeft  terms  of  loyalty  to'  the  King,  and  ieve« 
rity  to  the 'offenders  in  the  colony*.  His  Majcfty* 
in  his  anfwer  to  the  addrdfe  of  both'  houfes  of  parlta^ 
meat  enters  warmly  imo"!thc  fpirit  of  the  meafures 

■ • * •“  ’ • they 

•T,  HEADDRE.SS. 


JWoft  Giaciout  Sov  Tcign, 

We,  yonr  Majefty’s  moft  dutlfijl  " 
and  loyal  Tubje^,  the  Lord^vfpki''^' 
tual  and  temporal,  and  Commons 
in  Parliament  aflimbled,  return 
your  Majefty  our  moil  humble 
thanks,  r*r  the  communication 
your  Majefty  has  been  gracioully 
pleafcd  to  mnlce  to  your  parliament, 
of  federal  papers  relative  to  public 
tranfartions  in  your  Majefly’s  pro- 
vince of  Mailacliureft^  Bay. 

We  bep  leave  to  exprefs  to  your 
Majefty  our  fmeere  (atisfartioii  in 
the  ininfnres  which') our  Majeily 
has  purftied,  for  fupporting  the 
conititutinn,  and  for  inducing  a 
due  obedience  to  the  autlioriiy 
the  legiflature,  and  to  give' your 
Majcfty  the  ftrongeft  ^prances, 
that  we  will  elic(2iially  Hand  by 
and  fiipport  your  iVlajeity,  in  fuch 
further  raea/iires  as  may  be  found 
ppcefTary  to  maintain  the  civil  m.i- 
ciftrates  in  rh.e  due  execution  of  the 
jaws,  witHn  your  Majefty’s  pro- 
vince of  MatTac hufett’s  bay.  A nd 
we  conceive  nothing  can  be  imme- 
diately neceflaty  either  for  the 
maintaining  of  ^our  Majefty’s  au- 
thority in  the  faid  province,  or  for 
guarding  your  Majefty’s  flifajedls 
therein  from  being  further  deluded 
hy  the  arts  of  wicked  and  ddign- 
iiig  men,  than  to  proceed  in  the 


moft  fjieedy  and  efTedual  manner 
for  bringing  to  condign  puniftmtent 
the  chief  authors  and  inAigatqrs  pf 
the  late  difortlcrs.  We  moft  hum- 
bly beleech  your  Majefty,  that  yon 
W ill  be  gnuioully  pleafed  to  dired, 
your  Majefty’s  Governor  of  MalTa. 
chufett’s  bay  to  take  the  inoft  effec- 
tual metlKKls  for  procuring  the  fiv 
tell  information  that  can  be  obtain- 
ed, touching  all  treafuus,  nilfpri- 
fioii  of  treafon  committed  Witlun 
Jb'is  goremment  fince  the  gotli  of 
December,  ty6y  ; and  to  tranfrait 
the  fame,  together  with  the  names 
of  tile  perfons  who  were  moft  ac- 
tit  p in  the  commiflien  of  fluch  of- 
4euces,  to  one  ot  yoi^r  Mai^y’s 
princiifal  fecretaries  of  ftatrf  in  or- 
der that  your  Majefty  may  iflbe  a 
f))ecial  conunilliou  for  emjiiirmg 
of  hearing,  and  determining  the 
faid  oftiaices  within  the  realm, -pur- 
fuantto  the  proviljoiis  of  the  fla- 
tuteof  the  35th  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  the  eight,  in  c5« 
your  Majefty  lhall,  upon  receiving 
tile  faid  information,  fee  i^ickait 
ground  for  fuch  a proceeding. 
Tothis  Adtlrefsi' his  Maje^ 
the  following  moft  gracious  An- 
fwer. 

/liy  Lords  and  GentUtnm, 

The  Hncere  fatisfadion  you  ex- 
p.refi  in  the  meafures  I have  alrea- 
dy 
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they  recommend,  and  breathes  the  rpiritof  rengeancc 
againft  fome  leading  p^ows  k the  colony  of  Maffa^ 
chuflett’s  bay. ‘It -was now  manifeft  that  nothing  could 
bring  matters  to  a proper  teniper,  except  ah  uncondii 
tional  fubmiflion  oo’tHe  part  df  the  colonifts ; fbrbbtb 
king  and  parliiraei»e%rei‘e'ddtdftfi1tHfd‘tohurnb1e  ihenal 
At  this  time  it  appeared  tb  alftioft  all  ranks  of  peoplei 
an  eafy  matter  to  have  fettled'the  difference.  Mode- 
ration in  the' gOV«.mment>  ei^ual  to  tlte  fubmiffiottof 
the  cobnilh  might  bare  fettled  alt  the  commotions; 
but  It  was  how  determined  to  tnakre'  hfe  ‘of  'the  moft 
Tigoroos  mc^fures,  and  to  bttng>  the  colonHls  to  the 
feetof  the  raioifter.  “ Wife  men  began ''to 'perceive 
the  abfurdity  of 'the  meafures  of 'the' tiiiniftry,  and 
publicly  fhewed  tlicir  diffike  of  their'  proceedings,  ^nd 
'on  tliat  account  were 'confidered  as  difloyal  and''difaf-  • 
■ftfied  to  the  ghverriment.  "'The  moft  wretched ' and 
deipickblc  .tools  of  adminiliration,  over  all  the  liation^ 
were,  on  all  occaCdns,  ready'  to  infuft  evei7  perfoh 
that  hinted  the  fmalfeft  dillike  of  the  violent  meafurck 
'that  were  now  propofed.  Petitions  and  femonftranccs 
were  confideredas  f(fditiouS' libels,  and  the  petitioner's 
and  remonftrators  accounted  faftious  and ' difloyal  pef^- 
fons..  The  very  Jacobites  and  Papifts,who,  it  is  well 
known  neve'r  were  well  affefled  to  the  revolution  fet- 
tlement,  nor  the  Hanoverian  fuccclfion,  became  now 
'thc’accufcrs  of  the  King’s  moft  loyal  fubjefts,  and 
‘Were  not  alhamed  openly  to  charge  the  revolution 
• with  rebellion,  * The 'great  numbers  of  thofc  who 
hadbccQ  concerned  in  the  rebellion  in  the  year  1745 

* . • being 

^ - 

I ^ 

dy  taken,  and  the  Rrong  aflurancea  I will  not  fail  to  gh-e  tbole  orders 
you  give  of  fupponlng  nic  in  thofe  wliicli  you  reconiiuoid  as  tlie  moft 
which  be  ftiJl  nccelTary  to  effedual  method  of  bringing  the 

maintaiii  the  juft  legidative  autho-  authors  of  the  late  unlutppy  difor- 
ricy,  and  the  due  execution  of  the  ders  in  that  province  to  cuad|at 
laws  in  my  province  of  Maflachu-  puuUhment, 

feti'a  bay,  give  me  great  pleafuro. 
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bemg  reftored  to  thsthforcaii«iaii4t:«;(Utc^  as  weU  so 
pretierrcd  io  the  armf  and  a»f^«  f aye  iupicion  to  thole 
tybo  were  friends  of  the  conAkutioii^  that  foitic  dark 
fchemes  were  operating- )»  bring  the  en^^ire  under  a 
jnorc  arbitrary  goyemm^tr.. , ;^ddcd  to  thefe 
fufpicions  was,  that  e?er  fince,  a745»  it  bad  been  the 
conftant  cpnterlacipn  of  the  etbites  in  ^ their  priyare 

afiemblieS)  that  they  would  walk  JnoreTurely,  apdp4/ 
iLinore  certam  game  in  theiy  future  proceedings,,  tbu^ 
they  and  thdr  fathers  had  libne  .fiboef  ‘ the  revolutioa  i 
that  it.^otild  a Workof  fttorie  to  worm  ihemt 
fdves  into  places  of  power  and.  tniA,  by  a fpecioas 
behaviour,  rbut  would  operate  with  store  cert^intyv 
aban  proceeding  to  afbs  of  violence.;,  Tbefp  {ecrex 
manoeuvres  were  not  kept  lb  elofe,  a,s  xo  be  totaHyeon.- 
ecakd  i they  bad,  upon  occaiions,  admitted  fome  iji^« 

CO  their  meetings  who  were  unknowa  to  them,  pot 
their  principles.  Thefe  made  no  fecrctS  of  w|bj»t,j^y 
’had  beard,  but  told  them  to.  others,  aod  they  at  laA 
circulated  ib  wide  as  to  fpread  over  the  a^hole  nation. 

Thefe  hints  naoved  the  friends  of  the  revoiution,  and 
them  publilh  their  fui^icions  to  tbenation.  The 
&ien^ofthe  miniAry  declared  that  all  this  was  dap- 
der, . proceeding , from  malice  and  difappointtnent: 
that  the  people  iii  oppoiition  had  nothing  in  view  e^ • 
cept  to  embarrafs  government,  and  to  have  the  manage* 

(jnent,  and  the  perquiAtes  belonging  thereto,  into  their 
,own  hands.  This  alTertion  was  not  unplauAble;  for 
,4t  oftentimes  happens  that  the  clamour  again  A t^e  .fl^* 

^iftry  proceeds  more  from  a love  of  their  ptjtces, 

, than  from  any  diAike  of  their  meafurcs.  The  mini* 

Ary  on  this  occafion,  as  on  many  occafions  Ance,  were 
* but  badly  ferVed  thbfe  whom  they  cmpl^ed  to 
M defend  their  meafures,  (o  the  public.  The  writers 
' > rjlf oil  were  not  eqval  iq  abilities  to  thofe  in 

tin: 
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ihe  oppofitionj  and  though' (hey  liad  been'  equal  to 
u,  It  indeed  is  impoffiys  for  hirelings  to  write  with  fb 
much  fpirit  and  freedom  as  thofe  who  write  from  prio* 
ciplc,  and  from  the  heart.  ■ • ' 

What  irritated  the  coloniibs  to  the  highefl:  degree* 
was  an  aff  puffed  in  1 767,  for  grantieg  certain  duties  in 
the  Briti&  colonies  and  pladtations  in  America.  Tliis 
law  contains  a vafl;  number  of  articles  which  the  colp« 
nifts  thought  lieavy  and  grievous,  and  which  were 
judged  incoofiftent  with  thofe  ideas  implied  in  the  law 
repealing  the  (lamp  aft.  But  that  the  reader  may  judge 
for  himfelf,  I have  given  this  law,  together  with  the 
declaratory  aft,  in  the  notes  below*.  In  noycarfincchis 
Majefty’s  acceffion  to  the  throne,  were  there  greater 

commotionB 


• For  every  huotlred  weig^  avoir- 
dupois of  crown,  plate,  flint,  and 
White  gials,  tour  tiuliings  and  eight 
pence. 

For  every  hundred  weight  avoir- 
dupois of  Green  glafs,  one  fliilling 
and  two  pence. 

For  ever]  hundred  weight  avoir- 
dupo  is  of  r^  lead,  two  iliillings. 

For  cveo  huadied  weight  avoir- 
dupois of  wliite  lead,  two  ihiliings. 

For  every  hundredweight  avoir- 
ahiw  is  of  painters  colours,  two 
fliiOkiga. 

For  every  pound  weight  avoir- 
dupois of  tea,  three  pence, 

r or  every  ream  of  paper,  ufual- 
ly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of 
atlas  tine,  twelve  Ihiliings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called  at- 
las ordinary,  Ibc,  Ihiliings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
baltard,  or  double  copy,  one  Ihil- 
ling  and  fix.  pence. 

For  every  fin;'le  ream  of  blue  pa- 
per for  fiigar  buers,  ten  pence  h^f- 
penny. 

Fur  every  ream  of  paper  called 
blue  royal,  one  IhUling  and  fix 
pence. 

For  every  bundle  of  brown  paper 


containing  fort)’ quire*,  not  iqads  in 
Great  Britain,  fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  ^per  called, 
brown  cap,  not  made  in  Greo^ 
Britain,  nine  pence. 

For  every  reant  of  psper.^led 
brown  large  cap,  made  in  Great 
Britain,  four  pence  halipenuy. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fniall  ordinary  brown,  made  in 
Great  Britain,  three  pence. 

For  every  biuidle,  containing 
ty  quires  of  pd^r  called  wlfi-s 
hrown,  ma<le  in  Great  Biltaiu,  four 
pence  Iwlfpcnny. 

For  every  ream  of  cartridge  pa- 
per, one  fliilling  and  oue  penny  half, 
penny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
chancery  double,  one  Ihilling  and 
fix  pence 

F or  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  crown  tine,  ouc  Ihilling  and 
one  penny  hulfpeiuiy. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  crown-fecond,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
German  crown,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  callat} 
fine  priuting  crown,  nine  peace. 

for  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fccond 
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comtaotiontaad  debate$.:in  .the , empire  thnn  in  this^ 
Not  only  wercithecoidDies  fit  a ftatp  of  commotion^ 
but  the  iwtrou’ at  borne  wail  iq  a comisual  buftlc.  -Ad- 
dreffes  on  one  fide,  and  petitions  on  the  ..other,  were 
prefented  in’ grfcat  numbers  to  the  throne,  i.  The  prin- 
ciples upon  which  they  proceeded,  were  fo  oppoGie* 
and  contrary  to  each  other,  that  one  would  conclude^ 
by  comparing  them,  that  the  human  mind  rauft  have; 
mfome  people,  different  faculties,  from  what  others 
are  poffeffed  of,  and  that  right  and  wrong  are  not  the 


lecond  onlinary  printing  crown,  fix 
pence  three  fartnin.gs. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
crown  fine,  made  in  Great  Britain, 
nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
crown  fecond,  made  in  great  Great 
Britain,  fix  jience  three  farthings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
demy  fine,  not  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, three  ihillings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
demy  fecond,  not  made  in  Great 
Britain,  one  fhilling  and  four  pence 
halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
demy  fine  made  in  Great  Britain, 
ope  fhilling  and  one  penny  lialf- 
penny. 

For  every  ream  of  pyier  called 
demy  fecond,  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  railed 
demy  printing,  one  (hilling  and 
three  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genua  demy  fine,  one  fhilling  and 
fix  pence. 

■ For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  demy  fecond,  one  fliilling 
and  one  penny  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
German  demy,  one  fhillhig  and  one 
penny  halfpenny. 

For  evety  ream  of  paper  called 
elephant  fine,  fix  (hillings 

for  every  ream  ot  paper  called 


" , ' fame 

elephant  ordinary,  two  fliillings  and 
five  pence  farthing. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  fools  cap  fine,  one  fldtling 
and  one  penny  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  fools  cap  fecond,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
German  fools  cap.  nine  pence. 

tor  every  ream  of  pa]ier  called 
fine  printing  fools  caji,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called^ 
fiKond  ordinary  printing  fools  cap, 
fix  pence  three  farthings. 

Fpr  everv  ream  ot  any  other  pa- 
per called  fools  cap  fine,  not  piade 
in  Great  Britain,  one  fhilling  and 
ten  pence  halfpenny. 

For  eveij  ream  of  any  tither  pa- 
per called  fools  cap  fine,  (Kond,  not 
made  in  Great  Britain,  one 'fhilling 
and  fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  pajicr  called 
fools  cap  fine,  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, nine  petKe. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fools  cap  fecond,  made  in  Great 
Britain,  fix  pence  three  far- 
things. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
imperial  fine,  twelve  (hillings. 

tor  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  writing  imperial,  eight  fhii- 
lings  and  three  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
German  lorabanl,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
. mediuia 
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fame  to  all  mankind.  The  addrefs  and  petitions  are 
fo  eflcntially  different  in  their  nature,  that  by  the  one 
you  would  determine  the  nation  to  be  in  the  mod 
flourifhing  condition,  and  in  a date  of  the  greateft  hap- 
pinefs,  and  by  the  other  you  would  be  led  to  believe, 
that  it  was  upon  the  verge  of  utter  ruin,  and  on  the 
very  brink  of  deftruftion.  Perhaps  neither  the  cafes, 
as  dated  in  the  one  or  the  other  are  driftly  true,  nor 
is  it  pofllble  that  they  could  be  both  true ; but  one 
thing  is  certain*  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 

C c Were 


toedium  fine,  four  (hillings  and  fix 
pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  medium,  one  (hilling  and 
ten  pence  halfpenny. 

. For  ever)'  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  writing  medium,  three  ihil- 
linsts. 

For  eve^  ream  of  painted  pap^ 
not  made  in  Great  Britain,  fix  (hil- 
liilgs. 

for  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  large  pod,  one  (hilling  and  ten 
pence  lialfpenny 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
finall  pod,  one  (hilling  and  one  pen- 
ny halfpemiy. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Ane  Genoa  pot,  fix  pence  tliree  far- 
things. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  c.illed 
fecond  Genoa  pot,  fix  pence  three 
farthings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fnperfine  pot,  not  made  in  Great 
Briiain,  One  Ihilliiig  and  (ix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  other  paper 
called  fecoiul  fine  pot.  not  made  in 
Great  Britain,  one  (hilling  and  one 
penny  lialfpemiy. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Ordinary  pot,  not  made  in  Great 
Britain,  fix  pence  three  farthings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  pot,  made  in  Great  Britain, 
Bine  petice. 

For  every  ream  of  I>aper  called 


fecorid  pot;  made  in  Great  Britain, 
four  pence  lialfpenny 

for  every  leam  of  paper  called 
fuper  royal  fine,  nine  Ihillings. 

For  evey  ream  of  paper  called 
roral  fine,  (ix  (hillings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  Holland  royal,  t <vo (hillings  and 
five  pence  farthing. 

For  every  ream  of  pajier  called 
fine  1‘olland  fecund,  one  (lulling 
and  fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  fine  Holland  royal,  one  (hil- 
ling and  fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
ordinary  royal,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  royal,  two  (hillings  and  five 
pence  farthing.  ‘ 

Foreve^  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  writing  royal,  four  (hillings 
and  one  penny  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  writing  fuper  royal,  fixl'ml- 
lings. 

For  every  hundrerl  weiaht  avoir- 
dupois of  pa(te-boards.  mill-lxiar^, 
and  fcale-boards,  not  made  in 
Great  Britain,  three  (hillings  and 
nine  pence. 

For  every  hiin'.Ired  weight  avoir- 
dupois of  pafte-lioards,  mill  boards, 
and  feale-lyjards,  made  in  Great 
Britain,  two  (hillings  and  three 
pence. 

And  for  and  upon  all  paper  which 

(haU 
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vrere  really  tlie  voice  of  the  nation.  For  as  the  mi- 
niftry  and  the  court  party  ufed  their  utmoft  efforts 
to  procure  addreffers,  fo  leading  men  in  the  oppolition 
did  all  they  could  to  procure  petitioners,  who  knew 
as  little  about  the  grievances,  as  the  addreffers  did  a- 
bout  the  happinefs  of  the  nation.  Both  were  the  oc- 
calion  of  great  noife  and  confufion ; people  were  ta- 
ken off  their  bufmefs,  and  idledifpofcd  men  went  riot- 
ing for  feveral  days  together,  without  doing  any  thing 
except  drinking  and  making  noife  in  the  ftreets  of 
, towns  and  cities.  The  number  of  petitioners  was  by 
far  the  greateff,  and  (hewed  that  among  thofe  who 

pretended 


ihall  be  printed,  {Minted,  ofAained, 
in  Great  Britain,  to  l<n~v'c  for  hanft* 
itigsor  other  ufes,  three  farthings 
for  every  yard  fquare,  over  and  a- 
bove  the  duties  payable  for  fuch 
paper  by  this  a^>,  if  the  fume  had 
nut  bee :i {srinted,  painted,  ordain- 
ed ; and  after  > li  'ic  rate’.refpeftive- 
fy  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

DECLARATORY  ACT. 

‘ Whereas  fcveral  of  the  houfes 

* of  Rejn-efentatives  in  his  Maje- 

* (i/’s  colonies  and  plantations  in 

* Aincrita,  have  uflite,  agaiuliiatv, 

* cHiinetl  to  themfelves,  or  to  the 

* general  afleniblies  of  the  fame,  tlie 

* foie  and  exclirfive  right  of  impnfini; 
‘ duties  and  taxes  upon  his  Maie- 
' ft'y’s  fubjeits  in  the  faid  colonies 

* and  {ulaiitations  i ami  Iiave,  in 
‘ p'j’-fuunce  of  fuch  claim,  pafTed 

* certain  vote  , l efolutions,  and  or- 
‘ dsrs.  deroga  • >'  to  the  legiflative 
‘ authority  of  parliament,  and  in- 

* confUlent  with  the  dejjcndency 

* of  the  faid  colonies  and  pianta- 

* tions  upon  the  crown  of  Great 

* Britain:’  May  it  therefore  pleafe 
your  mod  excellent  Majefty,  that 
it  may  be  declared,  and  be  it  de- 
clared by  tlie  King's  moll  excellent 
Majedy,  by  and  with  tlie  advkc  and 


conf  nt  of  the  £«rds  S{»rittiai  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this 
prefent  parliament  alfonfoled,  and 
bv  th  authority  of  the  fame.  That 
the  faid  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America  have  been,  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  fubordinate  unto,  and 
dependent  u{xin,  the  imjierial 
cro  vn  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain ; and  lliat  the  King's  Maje-^ 
dy , by  wd  with  the  advice  and  con- 
fent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  .and 
Temporal,  and  Comn.ons  of  Great 
Britain,  in  {Mrliameiit  adiinbied, 
had,  hath,  and  of  right  ought  to 
have,  full  power  and  authority  to 
make  laws  and  datutes  of  fulficieht 
force  and  validity  to  bind  the  colo- 
nies and  people  of  America,  fub» 
^eiAs  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
m all  cafes  whatfoever. 

II.  And  be  it  further  declared  and 
enabled  by  tlie  autliority  aforefaid, 
Tliat  all  refiilutions,  votes,  ondrrs, 
and  j^ceedings,  in  any  of  the  faid 
Colonies  or  plantations,  whereby 
the  jjower  and  authority  of  the 
{Mrliament  of  Great  Britain,  to 
make  laws  and  datuies  as  aforefaid, 
is  denied  or  drawn  mto  qiiedion,  are. 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  ut- 
terly null  and  void,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofos  whatfoever. 
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pretended  to  have  a right  to  intermeddie  in  thofe  mat- 
ters, the  majority  was  on  the  fide  of  the  oppofiiion. 

The  great  number  of  petitions  that  were  feni  to  the 
throne,  gave  great  offence  to  the  miniftry,  and  they 
were  treated  with  the  utmo(l  contempt.  This  pro- 
voked the  petitioners  to  the  higlieft  degree,  and  made 
many  of  them  both  fpcak  and  ^vritc  many  fevere  things 
againft  the  miniftry.  Thus  the  panics  iiritated  one 
another,  that  charity  and  love  among  men  became  a 
very  rare  thing.  Thofe  on  the  fide  of  the  court  be- 
ing in  general  the  more  wealthy  and  fubftantial  part  of 
the  nation,  looked  with  contempt  upon  the  other 
fide,  and  defpifed  them,  as  not  wonby  of  being  con- 
fulted  in  any  affairs  of  government ; while  the  others 
confideredthemasoppreffors  and  enemies  oftheir coun- 
try. The  debates  both  in  and  out  of  parliament  run 
high.  The  court  party  cried  out  for  fevere  meafurcs, 

They  laid  the  authority  of  parliament  had  been  tram- 
pled upon,  t e fovereign  had  been  infulted  on  the 
throne,  by  the  moft  abfurd  and  provoking  proceed- 
ings and  infolent  petitions.  A diffolmion  of  parlia- 
ment was  requefted,  for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufc 
they  had  complied  with  the  King’s  minifters,  whom 
the  King  himfelf  had  appointed.  How  could  the 
King  expeft  to  be  obeyed  in  fuch  critical  emergencies,  • 
that  muft  occur  in  any  plan  for  aggrandizing  the 
crown ; when  the  minifters  who  formed  fuch  plans 
were  given  up,  and  the  parliament,  who  had  a£ted 
tinder  their  influence  was  difolvcd?  This  kind  of  rea- 
foning  was,  by  the  other  fide,  confidcred  as  partial, 

•felfilh,  and  inconclufive;  they  looked  upon  fuch  ar- 
guments as  thcfhifrs  of  guilty  perfons  to  cover  their 
iniquities,  rather  than  the  reafoning  of  true  and  good 
politicians.  To  threaten  the  nation  for  petitioning 
|4e  foycrcigo,  whit4  W^s  4 right  that  belonged  to 

cverf ' 
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every  individual,  was  lopked  upon  as  an  infolcnce  which 
none  but  defperate  men  would  have  been  guilty  of.  The 
arguments  on  this  occafionwent  muchagainfl;  the  mipi- 
ftry,  which  did  not  a little  provoke  them;  and  asufual- 
ly  happens  in  the  time  of  cpntrovprfy,  many  indecent 
reffc£tions  were  thrown  forth  againft  individuals, 
\vhich  were  a difgrace  to  the  caufe  they  were  fup- 
porting.  Magiftrates,  however  many  errors  they 
may  be  guil'.y  of,  as  long  as  they  continue  in  office, 
perfons  in  oppofing  their  mifcondufl,  opght  always  to 
obhrve  decency.  It  ad^s  no  luftre  to  any  caufe 
to  lupport  it  w'iih  fcandal  and  perfonal  refle£Hons.  A 
ipccies  of  writi.ig  was  now  become  fafliicnablc,  where- 
in all  Tic  private  foibles  of  men’s  lives  were  drawn 
into  the  argument,  and  theh  private  infirmities  paint- 
ed with  the  mod  unchaiitable  colourings.  This  wan- 
tonnefs  of  the  prefs  provoked  the  court  and  the  mi- 
niflry  exceedingly,  fo  that  they  were  determined  to 
make  examples  pf  offenders  as  foon  as  they  could 
have  a proper  opportunity.  This  was  a very  weak 
refolution;  for  the  offence  was  mutual,  and  neither 
fide  could  plead  innoceht.  The  writers  on  the  fide 
of  the  court  were  often  as  illiberal  as  thofe  on  the  fide 
of  the  oppofition ; but  where  men  of  power  arc  irri- 
tated, it  requires  much  wifdom  to  make  them  reftrain 
their  power  within  the  hounds  of  right  reafon  and 
jufiice.  The  miniilry  were  fadly  galled,  and  felt  the 
ridicule  of  their  opponents,  which  was  often  very 
fcurrilous. 

When  the  parliament  met  this  year,  upon  the  9th 
of  January^  the  nation  was  in  great  expeffations  con- 
cerning the  manner  how  the  ftaie  of  public  affairs 
would  he  introduced  in  the  fpcech  from  the  throne; 
when,  to  the  aniazement  of  all,  the  chief  contents 
-.thpreof,  w’ere  filled  up  with  a didemper  among  the 

horned^ 
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horned  cattle ! It  was  expefted  that  notice  would' 
have  been  taken  of  the  doinelVic  commotions  in  the 
nation  at  home,  and  of  the  difturbunces  in  America, 
but  with  regard  to  all  thefe  there  was  a perfect  filence. 

The  fpeech  became  an  objeft  of  ridicuie  over  all  the 
nation,  as  the  dillemper  it  r<.ferred  to  was  fcarcely 
known  to  have  any  exilicnee,  and  had  not  become  an 
objeft  of  feriousJrefleftioD  among  the  people  who  were 
fnore  immediately  concemed. 

The  cold  refer ve  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne, 

W'as  not  imitated  by  thofe  in  oppofition  to  the  mea- 
fjires  of  the  miniftry.  When  the  addrefs  was  read, 
amotion  vras  made  for  an  amendment,  in  the  fol- 
Ipwing  terms:  that  they  would  immediately  enquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  prevailing  difeontents  through- 
out his  Majclly’s  dominion.  1 his  introduced  fome 
long  debates,  that  were  carried  on  with  great  heat 
jind  actimony  of  expreffion,  unknown  before  in  par- 
liament, and  in  which  many  fevere  animadverfions 
were  made  upon  the  feveral  parts  of  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne.  The  affair  concerning  the  petitions  was 
agitated  with  great  violence,  and  the  grievances  of* 
the  nation  paimed  in  the  (Irongeft  colours  by  the  op- 
poGtion, — while  the  other  fide  openly  denied  their 
exigence,  and  feemed  to  threaten  thofe  who  fet  them 
forth.  There  was  a p^rty  on  the  fide  of  the  miniftry 
that  were  more  moderate  j thefe  admitted  the  exift- 
cnce  of  the  grievances  alledged,  but  affirmed  they  were 
exaggerated  beyond  all  bounds.  They  acknowledged 
the  difeontents  in  the  nation,  and  declared  themfelves 
willing  to  confider  them  at  a proper  feafon,  as  well  at 
toreconfider  the  eleftion  of  Middlefex,  which  wat 
now  a great  bone  of  contention ; they  faid  they  were 
willing  to  liften  to  methods  of  redrefs  fobcrly  propo- 
fed,  au4  at  a time  when  they  had  Icifurc } but  they 

objcGcd 
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objc^led  to  the  motion,  as  it  would  fix  a crime  upon 
theinfcJires,  to  alTure  his  Majefty  that  by  an  abufc  of 
power,  .they  had  been  theca  ufe  of  all  the  prevailing 
difcontcnts,  and  would  be  joining  in  a prayer  for  their 
own  diffolution.  The  majority  upon  tlJs  fide  purfued  i 

another  method  of  argument ; they  allowed  the  dif- 
contents,  but  charged  them  and  the  petitions,  to  the 
gentlemen  in  the  oppofition,  through  whofe  influence 
the  people  were  perfuaded  to  imagine  the  one,  and. 
fubfcribe  the  other. 

And  it  was  boldly  affirmed,  that  the  only  caufe  of 
both,  was  the  hatred  of  their  leaders  to  thofe  in  ad- 
miniflration.  It  w'as  infilled  that  the  majority  of  gen- 
tlemen of  large  fonuncs,  and  the  magiftrates  through- 
out the  nation,  together  with  the  clergy  in  fcveral 
counties,  had  not  joined  in  the  petitions,  and  that  a 
majority  of  counties  had  not  petitioned  at  all : that 
the  inferior  clafs  of  freeholders  were  not  capable  of 
tinderftanding  what  they  fubferibed  ; that  the  farmers 
and  mauufafturers  throughout  the  nation  could  neither 
know  nor  take  any  iutereft  in  the  prefent  difputes, 
provided  they  had  not  been  ftirred  up  by  fafrious 
and  feditious  perfons,  who  were  hunting  after  grie- 
vances, and  continually  fabricating  petitions. — That  by 
men  qF  that  charafrer,  meetings  had  been  advertifed, 
where  the  people  were  harangued  with  inflammatory 
fpeeches,  andwritingspublifhcd  and  fcattered  through 
the  kingdom,  in  which  government  had  been  re- 
proached and  vilified,  the  parliament  abufed,  and  the  . 

mjnds  of  the  people  inflamed.  All  this  was  done,  it  I 

wasalledged,  to  diftrefs  government ; but  it  was  added, 
that  although  the  majority  of  fuch  freeholders  had 
figned  the  petitions  without  any  influence  or  folicita-  J 

tion,  they  were  only  to  be  confidered  as  the  afrs  of  a 
rabble,  aud  of  an  ignorant  multitude,  incapable  of 

judging,  I 
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judging.  This  kind  of  ftilc,  as  it  was  in  its  own  na- 
ture opprobrious,  fo  it  was  alfo  not  true  in  faft,  bc- 
caufe  thofe  whom  the  court  party  called  a rabble,  be. 
haved  with  as  much  wifdom  and  difcretion,  as  even 
the  bed  of  the  friends  of  the  miniftry.  It  is  a fort  of 
lunacy  which  often  prevails  among  felfilh  politicians, 
to  imagine  that  the  people  in  the  lower  walks  of  life 
are  deftitute  of  all  penetration  and  difcernmentj  and 
that  they  are  not  qualified  to  judge  concerning  their 
own  affairs.  Nothing  but  mere  ignorance  of  their 
charaftcrs,  or  a wilful  intention  to  mifreprefent  them, 
could  difpofe  men  of  fcnfe  and  undcrftanding  to  judge 
in  fuch  a manner.  Among  thofe  whom  vain  and 
high  minded  courtiers  denominate  the  rabble,  and  the 
Icum  of  the  earth,  are  to  be  found  as  much  common 
fenfc,  and  prudence,  as  among  thofe  of  the  higheft 
ranksin  the  nation,  ifwetake  them  in  equal  proportion. 
By  taking  a furvey  of  the  hiftory  of  bankruptcies, 
failures,  and  delinquencies,  it  will  appear  that  there  is 
a good  proportion  of  thefe  to  be  found  among  thofe 
who  are  not  accounted  the  fcura'of  the  nation.  The 
abufc  which  many  in  government  at  this  time  received 
from  the  people,  proceeded  from  lelTons  they  Had 
learned  from  courtiers  therafelves,  whofe  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  ftile  the  vulgar  turned  againft  them,  and 
paid  back  with  confiderable  intereif. 

The  charge  which.thofe  in  adminiftration  brought 
againff  the  minority,  or  thofe  in  oppofition,  namely, 
that  they  had  been  aftivc  in  promoting  the  petitions 
was  openly  acknowledged  and  defended  by  rhetb! 
They  faid  they  accounted  thcmfelvcs  bound  in  duty 
to  render  an  account  of  their  conduft  In  parliament 
to  their  conflituents,  and  alfo  to  give  them  their  belt 
advice,  and  opinion,  when  required,  in  any  thing  that 
related  to  their  interefts,  and  to  give  them  the  mod 
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early  notice  of  all  meafurcs  that  tended  to  fubvert 
their  rights,  or  were  dangerous  to  the  conftirution. 
The  charges  of  meeting,  writing,  and  fpeaking, 
which  had  been  brought  againft  them,  W’cre  ridicu- 
lous, and  it  was  aJlced  by  what  other  methods  people 
could  communicate  their  feniiments.  It  was  aifo  ob- 
ferved  that  it  had  been  infinuaied  that  our  grievances 
were  imaginary,  becaufe  the  peafants  or  marufaftu- 
rers  in  Dtvonlhirc  and  Yorkfhire  would  not  immedi- 
ately feel  them,  nor  perhaps  difeover  them  till  they 
felt  them.  But  it  was  urged  that  though  thofe  who 
were  bufily  en  ployed,  might  not  find  time  to  confider 
thefe  matters  immediately,  till  they  began  to  feel  their 
effefts,  yet  this  was  no  reafon  why  thofe  who  faw 
their  diitant  approach,  Ihould  keep  filent,  and  not 
warn  them.  Thofe  who  perceive  the  fubverfion  of 
liberty  in  the  caufe  thereof,  may  be  few,  which  is 
generally  the  cafe;  but  this  will  not  prove  that  there 
are  never  approaches  to  opprellion,  or  remote  caufes 
of  the  fubverfion  of  freedom,  If  the  few  who  per- 
ceive effefts  in  their  caufes  can  open  the  eyes  of  o- 
thers,  they  do  no  more  than  what  is  their  duty,  and 
perform  a piece  of  real  fervice  to  the  community. 

It  was  added  on  this  fide  of  the  quefiion,  that 
though  many  gentlemen  of  large  fortunes,  and  the 
clergy,  had  not  figned  the  petitions,  yet  a great  num- 
ber had  done  it,  and  tliefe  of  the  ntofl;  independeili 
rank  and  charafter;  and  of  thofe  who  had  refufed  to 
fign,  many  of  them  were  under  a particular  influence^ 
1 hat  the  juftices  of  the  peace  were  officers  of  the 
crown,  and  that  no  body  of  men  were  under  greater 
influence  than  the  clergy,  yet  that  fomc  of  thefe  had 
even  figned  the  petitions.  It  was  afited  likewife  if 
the  generality  of  the  freeholders  were  of  no  flgnifica* 

tion?  if  their  opinion  was  of  no  weight?  and  it  was 
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afferted  that  they  were  that  refpcftable  body  of  men 
who  were  alone  fupcrior  to  all  threatenings,  fear, 
and  influence.  It  was  further  urged,  that  the  petition- 
ing counties,  cities,  and  towns  were  in  rcfpe^  to  o- 
pulencc  and  number  of  inhabitants,  far  fuperior  to 
t^fe  that  had  not  petitioned ; and  that  they  contri- 
buted more  to  the  land-tax,  which  was  now  a teft  of 
freehold  property  in  this  country,  than  the  reft  of  the 
United  kingdom.  Thefe,  with  fome  other  flmilai:  ar- 
guments were  ufed  on  this  occafion  on  the  fide  of  the 
oppofition. 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  a long 
train  of  refignations  took  place.  Lord  Camden  re- 
Cgned  the  feals;  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  all  his  pla- 
ces except  the  regiment  of  Blues;  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort his  plate  of  Mafter  of  the  Horfe  to  the  Queen  j 
the  Duke  of  Manchefter  and  Earl  of  Coventry,  of 
Lords  of  the  Bed-chamber;  the  Earl  of  Huntyigton. 
his  place  of  groom  of  the  ftable,  arid  Mr  James  Gren- 
ville his  office  of  one  of  the  Vice-treafurers. of  Ireland, 

t • •(  * 

Mr  Dunning,  the  Solicitor-general,  alio  refigned  that 
employment.  The  whole  of  adminiftration  feemed 
in  a fhatrered  condition,  and  fuch  convulfions  pre- 
vailed as  ftruck  a panic  in  the  body  politic  ; the  court 
was,'  however,  refolved  to  purfue  the  plan  it  had  fet- 
out  upori^'and  was  determined  to  govern  by  men  who^ 
had  no'  popular  views  or  connexions,  and  to  maintain 
its  ground,  notwithftanding  fo  many  of  its  principal 
managers  had  deferred  its  caufe.  There  are  certain 
periods  of  fatality  in  the  Ixiftorjr  of  nations,  when  men 
employed  in  the  management  of  public  affairs  proceed 
upon  the  moft  abfurd  principles,  contrary  to  all  rca- 
fbn,  and  conviXion,  and  rufh  headlong  over  the  pre- 
cipice of  their  own  dcfpotifm  into  the  gulf  of  anihila- 
lion.  What  prudence  and  moderation  might  have 
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preferred  for  ages,  t^iey  frequently  deftroy  in  one  day, 
aid  by  the  rapidity  of  the  moft  jarring  aud  dife'ordant 
mcafurcs,  grind  to  pieces  ihofe  fprings  and  wheels  of 
government,  which,  by  the  courfe  of  regular  motion 
Would  hare  enduted  as  long  as  time.  The  Englifli 
iouflitutioh  is  H contrirance  bf  wifdotri,  formed  to  lall 
for  ever,  when  purfued  upon  its  own  principles ; when 
the  ftveral  balances  arc  kept  in  cquilibrio,  and  every 
power  afts  in  its  own  fphere;  but  if  any  of  its  powers  . 
aire  permitted  to  encroach  upon  the  fphere  of  another, 
the  frame  will  foon  fell  to  pieces,  and  become  a per- 
feft  ruin.  This  was  the  cife  before  the  revolution. 
When  the  executive  power  ofvcrbalanccd  the  IcgiQa- 
tivc,  and  redheed  the  community  to  a {fete  of  nature. 
In  the  tirtie  of  the  long  parliament,  one  part  of  the 
legillature  overbalanced  the  other,  and  overturned  the' 
tonftinition,  and  introduced  anarchy.  All  this  {hews 
that  thd  grcatell  caVc  fhould  be  obferved  by  thofe  em- 
ployed in  poblic  matters,  to  preferve  an  equilibriuni 
in  all  parts  of  the  conditution.  But  this  can  never 
be  done,  when  the  crown  has  it  in  its  power  to  corrupt 
the  legillature.  Riches  committed  into  the  hands  of 
the  fovereign  to  oil  the  wheels  of  government,  will  foon 
make  a prime  miniller,  unlefs  he  is  both  wife  and  vir- 
tuous, like  the  fon  ofPhcebiis, — drive  fo  furioufly  till 
be  fet  the  nation  in  a flame.  Anarchy  is  an  evil  and 
dangerous  thing,  but  it  is  not  equally  fo  bad  as  tyran- 
ny. The  jarring  parts  of  a broken  conditution,  that 
throngh  popular  conVulfions,  arc  thrown  into  confu- 
flon,  may,  by  wifdom,  be  arranged  and  put  into  or-, 
der,  and  reared  up  like  a new  creation j but  when- 
there  is  nO  power  but  one  exiding,  into  which  all  the 
red  are  abforbed,  it  will  be  ntit  to  impofliblc  to  re-’ 
. {lore  the  fabric. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  2id  of  January,  this  year,  Sirjohn  Cuft 
rcfigncd  his  office  of  fpcaker  of  the  Houfc  of  Comr 
moDS  on  account  of  bis  bad  flate  health,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  Sir  Fletcher  Norton.  Sir  Fletcher  wa* 
propofed  by  the  n)ini(ler»  and  the  oppofition  fet  up 
another  againft  him;  this  brought  ilje  ftrength  of 
the  parties  to  a trial,  when  the  miiiiftry  carried  their 
point  in  a diviiion  of  near  two  to  one.  The  influence 
pf  the  court  began  now  to  be  fo  Itrong,  that  it  carried 
every  meafure  wherein  it  was  engaged.  This  was 
truly  alarming  to  the  nation,  becaufe  fpme  poinp  of 
the  mofl  unpopular,  a;  well  as  pf  the  mofl  unreafon* 
able  nature,  hid  been  carried  by  tl)at  influence. 

The  aflfair  of  the  Middlefex  eleffion,  and  the  dif- 
^alifjing  of  Mr  Wilkes,  were  carried  on  and  fupport- 
cd  by  the  influence  of  the  miniftcr  ; thefe  proceed- 
ings were  confidercci  by  the  greateft  part  of  the  na- 
tion, as  exertions  of  power,  intended  to  crulh  the 
fpirits  of  the  people,  and  to  fliew  them  that  their  voice 
was  of  no  confideration  in  the  efteera  of  guyerninent, 
and  that  matt  ers  V. ould  be  carried  on  wit!. out  their 
eonfent.  Thofe  proceedings  alarmed  all  the  friends 
to  liberty,’  who  confidered  the  blow  given  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Middlefea,  a ftroke  aimed  at  the  freedom  of 
the  whole  nation. 

The  citizens  of  London  made  feme  fpirited,  noble, 
and  bold  effons  to  ftem  the  tide  of  mihiifcrial  infatu- 
ation,  and  to  flop  the  torrent  of  defpotifm,  ihatappear- 
cd  now  to  carry  all  before  it.  They  concluded,  as 
was  natural  to  fuppofc,  that  {lis  Majelfy,  if  rightly  in- 
formed of  thellafe  of  the  nation,  and  the  fentiinents 
of  his  people,  would  difmifsfuch  fervants  as,  by  their 
mifmanagement,  had  irritated  the  minds  of  his  faith- 
ful fubjefts,  and  were  likely,  by  proceeding  in  the 
fame  courfc  to  alienate  their  heapts  from  their  jiifi 
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and  lawful  fovereigu.  They  therefore,  on  the  24th 
of  June,  the  preceding  year,  prefciucd  a petition  tQ 
his  Mdjelly,  fetting  forth  the  many  heavy  grievance^ 
w.iich  the  nation  laboured  under,  through  the  obflU 
Date  .uirnanagement  of  the  officers  of  the  crown  j 
which  grievances  are  fpeciafly  pointed  out  in  the  pe- 
tition itfclf  in  fundry  articles.  Their  petition,  as  well 
as  that  of  tlie  county  of  Middlefex,  and  many  others 
received  no  anfwer,  Upon  the  14th  of  March,  ihist 
year,  they  pi  efented  an  addrefs,  remonftrance,  an4 
petition  to  his  Majefty,  fetiing  forth  ail  the  former 
grievances  in  their  firft  petition,  with  other  new  ar- 
ticles, and  craved  h t i is  Majefty  would  diffolve  the 
parliament,  as  now  become  no  longer  a reprefentatioq 
of  the  people,  nor  could  be,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  con-? 
ftituclon,  confidcred  as  a legal  parliament,  To  thi§ 
addrefs  and  rcmonflrance  they  received  a fevere  an- 
fwer. This  did  not  hinder  the  intrepid  citizens  of 
London  to  prefent  another  addrefs  of  remondrance 
and  petition  to  the  King  upon  the  23d  of  May,  where- 
in they  afftrt  their  right  of  petitioning,  and  cxprcls 
their  aftoniffiment  at  the  awful  cenfure  palTed  upon 
them  in  his  Majefty’ s late  anfwer  from  the  throne. 
To  tills  remonftrance  they  received  much  the  fame 
anfwer  as  before;  fliorter  indeed  in  its  fize,  but  equal- 
ly fevere  in  its  contents.  It  was  on  this  occallon  that 
Mr  Alderman  Bcckford,  a perfon  intrepid  and  zeal- 
ous for  the  caufe  ofliherty,  and  that  of  the  citizens  of 
London,  delivered  a fpeech  to  his  Majefty,  which  Hands  1 
recorded  in  the  journals  of  the  court  of  common-coun- 
cil,  us  a perpetual  memorial  of  his  greatnefs  of  mind, 
integrity,  and  refoliuion.  The  aufterc  beams  of  ma- 
jefty could  not  damp  his  fpirits,  nor  the  fplendor 
of  royalty  in  f rowns,  intimidate  him,  when  the  free- 
dom and  liberty  of  England  and  Lpadon  lecmed^to  be 

in, 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA. 


A,  D,  I7T!». 


aij 


in  danger.  His  fpeech  was  worthy  of  a great  citi* 
700  to  dcliTcr,  and  worthy  of  the  greatefl  monarch 
to  hear.  It  fecms  to  have  been  diftaied  by  wifdom, 
and  delivered  with  true  zeal  ; the  contents  are  im- 
portant, the  ftile  elegant  and  manly  ; and  the  whole 
IS  a mafter-piece  in  its  kind.  I'he  petition  and  re» 
rpopflrapces  the  reader  will  fee  in  the  notes,  with  the 
royal  reply,  and  this  fpeech  of  Mr  Beckford  fub- 
joined*.  There  \yas  another  addrefs  and  remop» 
Itrance  prefeoted  upop  the  2 1 ft  of  November,  ^s 

year. 


♦ To  the  Kin^'t  mt>ft  Excellent  Ma- 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  I ivery 
ot  the  t;itvof  l.omlon,  in  Com- 
mon-Hall  alfembled. 

Alufl  graciont  Sijvereign, 

We,  ^oiir  Majefty’s  mitifiil  anil 
loval  fiibjedti,  the  Livery  of  the  City 
of  LoiiSoii,  with  all  the  humility 
which  is  due  from  free  fubjects  to 
their  lawful  Sovereign,  but  with  all 
the  anxiety  which  the  fenfe  of  the 
prefent  cmpre'hoDS,  and  the  juft 
dread  of  future  mitchiefs  produce 
in  our  minijs,  beg  leave  to  lay  be- 
fore your  Majefty  rome  of  thofe  in- 
tolerable grievances,  which  your 
people  have  fuffered  from  the  evil 
condudi  of  thofe  who  have  been  en- 
trufted  with  the  adminiftration  of 
your  Majefty’s  government,  and 
from  the  fecret  unremitting  influ- 
ence of  the  worft  of  counfellors. 

We  fhould  be  wanting  in  our 
duty  to  your  iVl,*jefty,  as  well  as  to 
oiirielves  and  our  pofterity,  fhould 
we  forbear  to  reprcfenl  to  the 
throne  the  defpeiT.te  attenmts 
which  have  been,  and  are  too  fuc- 
cefsfully  made,  to  deftroy  the  con- 
ftittition,  to  the  fpirit  of  which  we 
owe  the  relation  which  fublifts  be- 
tween your  iVlajelly  and  the  fubjedls 
of  thefe  realms,  and  to  fiibvert 
thofe  fhcred  laws  which  our  ancef- 
fort  have  fcaled  with  their  blooil. 
Yofir  aiinifters,  from  corrupt 


principles,  and  in  violation  of  eve- 
ry duty,  have,  by  various  enume- 
rated means,  invaded  our  invaluable 
and  unalienable  right  of  trial  by 
jury. 

They  have,  with  impunity,  iflued 
general  warrmits,  and  violently  fei- 
zcd  jicrfonsaml  private  pa^iers. 

Tliey  have  rendered  tlie  laws  non- 
effective  to  our  fecurity,  by  evad-- 
ing  the  Habeat  Cui-puj. 

They  have  caufed  pimifhraents, 
and  even  perpetual  imprifonment  to 
be  inflidted  without  trid,  conviction, 
or  fentence. 

They  have  brought  into  difre- 
pute  the  civil  magiftracy,  by  the 
appointment  of  perfuns  who  arc, 
in  many  rcfpedls,  utiqualifieil  for 
that  im]K)rtaut  truft,  and  have  there- 
by pur^fely  furnilhed  a pretence 
for  culling  in  the  aid  of  a military 
power. 

They  avow  and  endeavour  to  e- 
ftablifh  a maxim,  abroiutely  iiicon- 
fifteut  with  our  cciiftitmion ; “ that 
an  occaliou  for  etfvcfually  employ- 
ing a millitary  force,  always  pre- 
feutsitfelf,  when  the  civil  power 
is  trifleil  with  or  hifultcd.”  And 
by  a f.ital  and  falfe  ap])licatioii  <>f 
this  maxim,  they  have  wantonly 
and  wickedly  facriticed  the  lives  of 
inniiy  of  your  Majcffr’s  innocent 
fubjeft’s  and  have  [iroftituted  your 
Majefty’s  faired  name  and  antho- 
rity,  to  julliiy,  applaud,  ai'.d  re- 
conuncDil 
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year,  which  fet  forth  much  the  fame  grieranccs,  and 
prayed  for  the  fame  redrefs ; but  as  they  coutain  very 
little  new,  I have  paiTed  them  over. 

About  fix  days  after  the  refignatjons  which  have 
been  mentioned  above,  the  Ihilce  of  Graftqn  refigned 
his  place  and  office  of  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  Lord  North,  who  was  already 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Various  reafpns  were 
affigned  for  his  grace’s  refignation,  thoqgh  perhaps 
pone  of  them  the  true  ones : Some  imputed  his  con- 

duft 


•ommend  tbeiv  own  illegal  and 
Uoody  aSiont 

They  have  fereened  more  than  one 
murderer  from  punilhmeiit,  and  in 
iu  place  have  unnaturally  rubltitu- 
ted  reward. 

They  have  ellablilbed  mmiher- 
!efs  uncooftitutional  retaliations 
«ud  taxations  in  our  colonies ; they 
have  caufed  a revenue  to  be  faffed 
inTome  of  them  tfv  prerogative; 
they  have  appointed  civil  law  jud* 
geito  t^  revenue  caules,  'and  to 
be  paid  from  out  of  the  condemna- 
tion money. 

After  having  Infilted  an^  defeat- 
ed the  taw  on  different  occafions, 
and  by  difterent  contrivances,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  tjjey  have  at 
lencth  completed  their  defign,  by 
violently  wreftlnj:  from  the  people 
the  lafr  facred  right  we  had  Irft, 
the  right  of  elevfriqn,  tiy  tlie  unpre- 
cedeiite4  fcating  of  a candidate, 
notorioufly  fet  up  and  chofrn  only 
by  theml^lves;  they  have  thereby 
t^en  front  your  fubj efts  all  hopes 
of  parliamentary  re^efs,  and  have 
left  us  no  refi^urce,  under  GOD, 
but  in  your  Majefty. 

All  this  they  have  been  able  to 
efle&  by  corruption ; by  a fcanda- 
lous  mifapplication  and  embezzle- 
ment of  tne  public  treafure.  and  a 
fhameful  profritution  of  puSlic  ho- 
nours aial  employments;  procn- 
rinj  deficiencies  of  lie  civil  liA 


be  made  good  witbont  examination, 
and  inflead  of  puniihing,  confeo: 
ring  bopours  oa  a pay-mafhr,  the 

SUDiicdtfaulter  of  unaccounted  mil- 
ons. 

from  an  unfeigned  fenfe  of  the 
duty  we  owe  to  your  Majefty,  and 
to  our  country,  we  have  ventured 
thus  humbly  to  lay  before  the 
throne  thefe  great  and  important 
truths,  which  it  has  been  the  bull- 
nefs  of  your  miniilers  to  conceal. 
We  nioft  eamefUy  befi^xh  yout 
* Majefty  tp  grant  us  redrefs:  it  u 
for  the  jxirpofe  of  cedrefs  alone, 
and  for  inch  occafions  as  the  pre* 
feitt,  tint  thofe  great  and  exteiilive 
powers  are  entrufted  to  the  Crown, 
by  the  wifdom  of  that  confticutioa, 
which  your  Majefty’s  Ulufhious  fa- 
mily was  chefeh  to  defend,  and 
which,  we  truft  in  GOD,  it  will  for 
ever  continue  to  fupport. 

To  the  Kingi  mq(}  Eifcellettt  Ala- 

The  humble  Addrefs,  Remoa- 
ftrance,  and  Petition,  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  ’Mdermen,  and  Livery  of 
the  City  of  London,  in  Common- 
Hall  aH«nbIed. 

fl'hy  it  pleafe  your  AJajeJly, 

We  liave  already  in  our  petition 
dutifully  reprefented  to  your  Ma- 
jefty, the  chief  injuries  we  teye  ftfi 
ftapied.  Wc  are  unwilling  to  Ife- 
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duft,  to  fear  of  being  refponfible  for  meafures  \fhich 
he  was  not  allowed  to  conduft  according  to  bis  own 
jiidgement,  and  others  to  fome  certain  difguft  which 
they  could  dot  account  for*  Whatever  was  the  caufe, 
both  parties  reproached  him,  and  the  friends  of  the 
court,  though  he  ftill  fupported  their  meafures,  com- 
plained of  him  for  deferting  them.  Lord  North  now 
chtched  hold  of  the  helm,  where^  we  will  find  him  fleer- 
ing the  velTel  of  Hate  through  the  greateft  part  of  this 
biftory } with  what  fuccefs,  the  period  of  his  political 
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iieve  that  Vour  Majeftjr  ^ 
flight  the  denres  of'  youf  peaaie, 
or  oe  rwardlefs  of  their  amldlon, 
■nd  deal  to  their  coni|)laints.  Yet 
their  complaiats  remain  unanCwer- 
ed;  their  injuries  are  confirmed; 
and  the  only  Judge  removeable  at 
the  pleafure  or  the  crown,  has  been 
difnxilKxi  from  hjs  high  office,  for 
defending  in  parliament,  the  law 
and  the  onoftitation. 

We,  therefore,  venture  once 
tBOre  to  addrefs  ourfelVes  to  your 
Majefly,  as  to  the  father  of  your 
people;  as  to  him  who  muU  be 
Both  able  and  willing  to  redrefs 
our  mevances;  and  we  repeat  dur 
^iplication  with  the  greater  pro- 
priety, becaafe  we  fee  the  inllru- 
meots  of  our  wrongs,  wlto  have 
carried  into  execution  the  mea- 
fures of  which  we  complain,  more 
particularly  didinmiin^d  by  your 
Majefty's  royal  Munty  and  fa- 
i vour. 

.•  Under  the  fame  fecret  and  . 
malign  influence,  which  through 
each  fiiccellive  adminiliration  Ira 
p defeated  every  good,  and  rngeeded 
every  bad  intentiont  the  majority 
of  the  Houieof  Commons  have  de- 
peived  your  people  of  their  dcarefl 
rights. 

They  have  done  a deed  more 
hiinous  in  its  cunlequehces  than 
. fte  kvyii^  of  (hip  money  by 

• ! .'  ,1..  I . *1  o*  ■<>  C 


Charles  the  firll;  or  the  dilpenfiflg 
power  aflbmed  by  James  the  te- 
cond.  A deed,  which  mud  viciatA 
all  the  future  proceedings  of  this 
parliaiiient ; for  the  ads  of  the  le-- 
giflature  itfelf  can  no  more  be  valid 
without  a legal  Houfeof  Commons, 
than  without  a legal  prince  upon 
the  throne. 

Reprefentatives  of  the  people  are 
eflential  to  the  making  of  laws,  and 
there  is  a time  when  it  is  morali/ 
dcmoodrahle,  that  men  ceafe  tot 
be  repreCntatives ; that  time  U 
now  arrived;  The  prefent  Houle 
of  Commons  do  not  reprdent  the' 
people.  1 

We  owe  to  your  Majclk,  an  o- 
bedience  Under  tlie  rem  idions  of 
the  laws  for  the  calling  and  dura- 
tion of  parliaments  ; aM  your  Ma- 
jdliy  owes  to  us,  that  our  repr^en- 
tation,  free  frond  the  force  of  arms 
orcorruptlod,  fhould  be  preferred* 
to  us  id  parliiuiKut.  It  was  for* 
this  we  (ucceisfully  rtruggled  un-  • 
der  James  the  feconti  i for  this  wc* 
(eated,  and  have  faitbfiilly  fiipport- 
ed  your  Majofty’s  family  ou  the 
throne ; Theprople  have  been  in- 
variably uniform  in  their  objed,  J 
though  the  diflcreiit  mode  of  atuck. 
has  t^led  for  a diflerent  defence. . , • 

Under  James  the  fccoiid,  they  , 
camplained  tliat  the  fitting  of  par- 1 
liameot  was  interrupted,  becaufe. 

-J  - .t.  ..  , \ j:  t;..itt 


Djglried  by  Google 


r : 

ai2 


tllSTORYOt  ' A.  t>.  tni. 

career,  and  the  matters  of  faft  will  declare.  The  de- 
bates concerning  domcftic  affairs  b?id  been  fo  warmly 
agitated,  that  American  affairs  which  had  been  re-  , 
commended  in  his  Majefty’s  fpeecb,  had  hitherto  been 
overlooked.  It  was  not  now  tdbc  expefted,  confi- 
deridg  the  temper  of  the  miniftry  with  regard  to  af- 
fairs at  home,  that  the  colonifts  who  were  infilling  up-‘ 
on  the  fame  privileges,  would  find  much  Favour.  . 

Upon  the  5th  of  March,  the  miniller,  however. 


thought  proper  to  bring  in 


it  Was  Bot  corrnptly  fubrervlent  to 
his  defigns  : We  complain  now, 

that  the  fining  of  this  parliament 
is  not  interrupted,  becaiife  it  is 
eomiptcdly  fnofervient  to  the  de- 
(igns  of  your  Majelty’s  minilters. 
bad  the  parliament  under  |ames 
the  iecond,  besen  as  Aibmijhve  to 
his  commands,  as  the  parliament 
is  at  this  day  to  the  di^Slates  of  a 
• tninifier,  inftead  of  clamours  for 
its  meetuig,  the  nation  would  have 
lu^,  as  now,  with  outcries  for  its 
dinoliition. 

The  forms  of  the  conffitutiou, 
like  thofc  of  religion,  were  not  e- 
ftablifhed  for  the  form’s  faktf,  but 
forv  the  fbbdanced  we  call ; an 
GOU  and  men  to  witners,  that  as 
we  do  not  owe  onr  llix:rty  to  thofe 
trice  and  fiibrle  diffin^ions,  which 
places  and  penfions,  and  lucrative 
empleynients  have  invented,  fo 
tieitlier  will  we  be  deprived  of  it 
by  tliem  ; but  as  it  was  gained  by 
the  Hero  virtue  of  our  anceflors,  by 
the  virtue  of  their  defendants  it 
(hall  bepreferved. 

Since,  therefore,  the  mifdeeds  of 
your  Majefty’s  minifters,  in  viola- 
t'uig  the  freedom  of  election,  and 
depraving  the  noble  conftitution  of 
parliaments  are  notorious,  as  well 
as  fubverfive  of  the  fundamental 
laws  and  libertic<!  of  this  realm  ; 
and  finee  your  Majefty,  both  in 
honour  and  jufiicc,  is  obliged  in- 


a bill  for  a repeal  of  fo 
much 

vlolably  to  preferve  them  hccord- 
ing  to  the  oath  made  to  GOU  and 
your  fubjedts  at  your  coronation; . 
We  your  Majefty’s  rcUKUiftranta 
aifure  ourfelves,  that  your  Majel^ 
will  reftore  the  conftitutional  go- 
vernment and  quiet  of  your  peo- 
ple, by  diHi>lviuB;  this  parliament* 
and  removing  thofe  evil  nuniftera 
for  ever  iruin  your  councils. 

His  Alaje/ly’s  Anfwer,  delivered  the  ■ 
141/1  of  flIarc/>,  1770. 

I (hall  always  be  ready  to  leceivei 
the  requefts,  and  to  iiften  to  the> 
complaints  of  my  fubjedts  ; but  it 
gives  me  great  concern,  to  fod  that 
any  of  them  Ihnuld  teve  bcenfo  ' 
ftir  nrifled  as  to  offer  me  an  atldrefs 
and  rcmonftrance,  the  contents  of 
which  I cannot  hut  cunfider  as  dift 
refpedlful  to  me,  iujiu  ious  to  my 
parliament,  and  irreconrileable  to 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution. 

1 nave  ever  made  tiielawuf  the 
land  the  rule  of  my  condiidt.  e- 
fteeming  it  iny  chict  glory  to  re iim 
over  a f ree  people.  With  tbis  view, 

1 have  always  been  careful,  as  well 
to  execute  faithfully  tlie-truft  repo^ 
fed  in  me,  as  to  avoid  even  the  ap- 
pearance  of  invading  any  of  thofc  ' 
powers  which  the  conftitution  has 
laced  in  other  hands.  It  is  only 
y perfevering  in  inch  condudt, 
that  I can  either  difeharge  my  own 
duty*  pr  fecure  to  my  (hbjcds  the 
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Frederick  lord  North. 
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much  of  the  late  aft  paffcd  in  the  feventh  of  the  pre- 
fent  reign,  as  related,  to  the  impofing  of  a duty  upon 
paper,  painters  colours,  and  glafs  j the  tax  upon  tea 
v?hich  was  laid  on  by  the  fame  aft,  being  ftill  to  be 
continued.  The  reafons  given  for  this  repeal  were, 
that  the  aft  had  been  the  occafion  of  dangerous  com- 
binations on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  and  had 
created  difcontents  at  home  among  the  merchants  tra- 
ding to  thofe  parts,  which  made  the  repealing  of  the 
aft  a matter  of  ferious  confideration.  This  faid  little 


for  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  in  palling  a law, 
which  in  its  own  nature  could  not  but  give  general 
difcontent  and  commotion  among  the  fubjefts.  It 
Would  appear  that  the  minifter  did  not  intend  to  pur- 
fue  the  principles  of  confiftency  when  he  repealed 
only  part  of  that  aft,  and  condemned  the  whole  of  it, 
as  inconfiftent  with  true  wifdom,  and  the  charafter  of 
the  Britilh  Jegillature.  The  colonifts  had  as  great  an 

E e objeftion 


free  enjovrhent  of thoTe  rights  which 
luy  family  were  called  to  defend, 
and,  while  1 adf  uptin  thefe  prin- 
tiples,  1 ilrall  have  a right  to  ex- 
peCl,  and  i am  confident  I lhall 
continue  to  receive,  tfie  Ifeady  and 
^eClionate  fupport  of  my  people. 

• BECRIFORDS’s  Speech. 
zV'i//  Gracious  SiKxsreign, 
will  your  ' ajefty  be  pVafctl  (b 
i'ar  to  coudefeend  as  to  permit  the 
IVlayor  of  yonr  loyal  city  of  Lon- 
don, to  declare  in  yonr  royal  pre- 
tence, on  behalf  of  his  fellow  dti- 
2cns,  how  much  the  bare  appre- 
Itenlion  of  yonr  IVlajelly’s  difplea- 
fiire  would  at  all  times  affeCt  their 
minds.  The  dednratiert  of  that 
dirple.ifurc,  ihas  already  filled  them 
with  Lnexprc.fiblc  ansisty,  and 
With  the  deeped  afflidion.  Permit 
me.  Sire,  to  afliirc  your  iVlajefty, 
that  your  iUajefty  has  not  in  all 
yonr  dominions  any  fnbjecls  more 
iTaithfuLTtTOre  dntiftil,  or  nmre  af- 
Cc^oitate  to  your  Majilty’s  peitbii 


and  family,  or  more  ready  to  facri- 
fice  their  lives  _ and  fortunes  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  true  honour  and 
dignity  of  your  crown. 

We  do,  therefore,  with  the  great- 
eft  hinuility  and  fubmiliion,  inoft 
earneitly  flipplicate  your  iVlajefty, 
that  you  will  net  difmifs  us  from 
vour  prefence,  without  exprelling 
a more  favourable  opinion  of  your 
faitlifnl  citizens,  anil  w ithout  fome 
profiiecl;,  at  Icaft  of  redrefs. 

Permit  me.  Sire,  fanher  to  ob- 
fers'e,  that  whoever  has  already 
dared,  or  dial!  hereafter  endeavour, 
by  falfc  infinuaiions  and  fug- 
geftions,  to  alienate  yonr  Majefty’i 
atledimis  from  yonr  loyal  fnbjecls 
in  general,  and  from  the  city  of 
London  in  parti,  ular,  aral  to  v'iiii- 
draw  your  confidence  in,  and  re- 
gard for  your  people,  is  an  cnemv 
to  your  Majefty’s  perfon  and  fami- 
ly,  a violator  of  the  public  peace, 
and  a betrayer  of  our  happy  ecu- 
fitntion,  as  it  was  cftatlilhtd  at 
the  g’oriout  revolution. 
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objeftlon  to  the  authority  that  had  laid  a duty  on  teas, 
as  that  which  laid  a duty  upon  paper  and  glafs.  They 
confidered  the  authority,  impofing  fuch  duties  upon 
them  without  their  confent,  as  illegal  and  opprelGvc, 
and  were  not  willing  to  admit  a claim  of  the  Englifli 
legiflature,  that  denied  them  the  common  rights  of 
Otherfubjefts.  They  inferred,  if  this  claim  was  ad- 
mitted or  complied  with,  that  a parliament  which  lay 
at  fuch  a diftance  from  them,  where  in  a great  mea- 
fure  ignorant  of  their  ftrength,  and  whofe  intcreft  it 
was  to  eafe  themfelves  by  opprefling  of  them,  would 
never  come  to  an  end  in  their  reejuifkions,  as  long  as 
they  could  find  any  thing- to  tax  in  the  colonies.  They 
therefore  confidered  the  panial  repeal  of  the  aft  as 
no  favour,  while  the  parliament  infilled  upon  their 
taxing  them  when  they  pleafed.  Thof’e  in  the  oppo- 
fition  reafoned  much  upon  the  fame  principles;  but  alfo 
added  that  it  would  be  a real  injury  to  Great  Britain, 
and  prevent  the  colonills  from  huying  our  manufac- 
tures, which  would  bring  on  diltrel^  at  home,  as  well 
as  on  the  other  fide  the  Atlantic.  They  gave  inftanccs 
how  much  the  exports  to  America  had  fallen  Ihort 
in  the  fpace  of  two  years;  that  in  1768  they  had  ex- 
ceeded 1769  no  Icfs  than  the  prodigious  fum  of 
744,oool.  they  amounting  in  the  former  to  2,378,000). 
and  in  the  latter  to  1,634,000.  This  was  a convin- 
cing proof  of  the  operation  of  thofe  new  laws  that 
had  given  rife  to  the  dillurbanccs  in  the  colonies. 
The  mii.iftry.feemed  to  think  light  of  all  this,  and  en- 
deavoured to  account  for  this  difference  upon  a plan 
of  their  own,  which  they  could  not  but  fee  was  fala- 
cious  and  abfurd.  They  faid  the  difference  was  ac- 
counted for,  by  fuppofing  that  the  non-importation 
which  enfued  was  forefecn  by  the  importers,  and 
that  they  had  laid  in  a double  quantity  of  goods.  This 
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was  fpeaking  at  random,  without  any  certainty,  and 
the  true  account  might  have  been  difeovered,  by  ex- 
amining the  exports  before  the  conted  began,  which 
would  have  ied  them  to  have  made  a better  eftimare. 
The  oppofition,  argued  againft.  the  tea  aft,  from  the 
inutility  thereof ; they  afili  med  that  it  would  produce 
little  advantage  to  this  nation,  and  would  be  a fource 
of  perpetual  difeontent  to  tht  colonics  : that  by  the 
keeping  up  the  eftablilhment  of  cuftom-houfes  for 
that  trifling  tax,  we  would  opprefs  the  Americans 
without  any  real  advantage  ; that  thefe  voracious  of- 
ficers and  their  dependants  would  eat  up  the  whole 
revenue  that  arofe  from  the  duty,  and  where  then 
would  be  the  profit  ? — That  the  tea  duty  would  not 
pay  the  charge  of  collefting  it.  It  is ’raanifed  that 
this  aft  could  have  no  other  objeft  except  dominion; 
for  indead  of  being  any  advantage  to  government  or 
this  country,  it  was  a real  difidvantage.  It  was 
heaping  charges  upon  the  mother  country,  to  colleft: 
from  the  colonies  what  would  not  pay  the  colleftors 
on  which  account  the  people  at  home  w'ould  have 
that  deficiency  to  make  up.  There  cbuld  no  politi- 
cal end  be  anfwered  by  it,  except  one,  and  that  is  to 
provoke  the  colonies  to  rebellion,  with  an  intention  to 
feize  upon  their  pofTcfTions.  If  men  are  not  infatuated 
with  the  dronged  partiality,  they  can  find  no  other 
reafon  for  continuing  this  part  of  the  aft,  after  they 
had  repealed  the  other  parts  of  it.  Supremacy  f erns 
to  have  been  the  leading  idea  with  the  minillry,  which 
of  iifelf  is  fo  mean  and  foolilh,  that  even  folly  itfclf 
would  be  aftiamcd  of  it,  when  there  is  no  moral  or 
political  end  to  be  anfwered  thereby.  For  one  coun- 
tryto  claim  dominion  over  another  at  fo  great  a di- 
ftance,  would  require  the  legiflature  born  to  be  om- 
nifcicai  and  omnipotent.  It  was  certainly  fuflicient 
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fbr  Britain  to  live  in  fricndlhip  with  their  brethren 
ynderthe  fame  fovereign,  and  fuffer  each  other  to  be 
their  own  legiflators,  walking  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  firft  conflitution.  But  fuch  manoeuvres 
of  government  have  not  been  uncommctn  in  the  world; 
nations  often  ftretch  their  power  and  authority,  till 
by  proceeding  too  far  their  govei  nment  is  defpifed. 

The  government  was  now  pofitively  hent  upon  pur. 
filing  the  principles  of  dominion  and  fiipremacy,  and 
determined  to  fupport  the  tea  aft  at  all  events.  The 
colonifts  who  were  well  informed  of  all  the  proceedings 
of  our  parliament,  which  they  confidered  as  the  real 
deeds  of  the  court,  and  the  miniftry,  grew  more  and 
more  obftinate  in  d^eir  oppofition,  and  were  deter- 
mined not  to  comply  with  {latutcs,  which  they  cocfi- 
dered  as  dircftly  contrary  to  their  natural  rights  and 
the  pofitive  laws  of  the  BritHh  empire.  The  whole 
American  continent  was  in  a (fare  of  the  utmoft  agi- 
tation, and  nothing  was  to  be  feenbut  deep  concern, 
commotion,  and  forrow  throughout  the  colonies. 

Upon  the  i2th  of  March,  a mofl  dreadful  fray  hap- 
pened between  the  foldiers  of  the  twenty-ninth  regt- 
■ mentand  the  inhabitants  ofBofton,  in  which  feveral 
people  loft  their  lives,  and  the  whole  city  w'as  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  confufton.  The  reports  concerning 
this  dreadful  riot  have  been  fp  various  and  contradic- 
tory, that  it  is  difficult  to  difeover  the  truth  from 
fuch  difeordant  reprefentations.  The  military  W’ho 
had  becu  fent  to  Bofton  by  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment, to  enforce  the  new  law's,  arrived  in  that  city 
with  the  ftrongeft  impreffions  of  their  being  fent  there 
to  quell  an  aftual  rebellion.  They  therefore  be- 
gan to  ufc  freedoms  inconfiftent  with  the  rules  of 
peace,  and  the  tranquility  of  that  city.  Their  beha- 
\iour  gave  great  ofl'ence  to  the  citizens,  who  were 
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not  a little  prejiullced  againft  them,  from  the  confi- 
deratlon  that  they  were  fern  there,  to  be  a check  up- 
on their  liberties.  It  was  not  that  the  oflicers  were 
guilty  of  any  difrefpeft  to  the  inhabitants,  but  did  all 
that  was  in  their  power  to  promote  a good  under- 
ftanding  between  the  foldiers  and  the  townfmen.  But 
thofe  who  know  the  compofidon  of  Britifh  regiments 
in  thefe  modern  times,  will  ealily  perceive  that  it  is 
no  eafy  talk  to  reftrain  them  from  outrage  when  they 
have  the  fmalleft  occafion  to  exert  their  powers.  A 
foileclion  of  men  gathered,  not  only  from  the  lowed 
hut  the  bafeft  of  the  people,  who  have  nothing  to  re- 
ftrain  them  but  military  difcipiine,  and  who  always 
confider  themfelves  in  an  enemy’s  country,  where  e- 
yer  they  are,  will  always  he  ready  upon  the  fmalleft 
relaxation  of  command,  to  fall  into  extravagances. 
By  comparing  the  accounts  given  by  Caj)tain  Preflon 
and  that  from  Bodon,  it  appears  that  tiie  foldiers  had 
not  behaved  orderly,  nor  the  townfmen  very  dif- 
creetly.  T.'he  private  quarrels  of  individuals  foon 
grew  to  open  outrage,  and  the  collifion  of  oppofitc 
‘parties,  kindled  a flame  that  was  not  ealily  quenched. 
The  loldiers  paraded  the  ftreers  with  drawn  cutlalTes 
and  bayonets,  and  the  people  provoked  them  with  in- 
fuiis,  and  opprobrious  fpeeches.  The  foldiers  con- 
fidered  the  people  to  be  rebels,  and  behaved  to  them 
accordingly,  and  the  citizens  looked  upon  them  as  a 
banditti  of  opprelTors,  fent  by  government  to  cnllavc 
them.  It  was  no  wonder  that  people  infpired  with 
fuch  different  fentiments  Ihould  not  agree. 

When  once  matters  are  carried  fo  far  as  to  ilTue  m 
fhedding  of  blood,  it  is  not  an  eafy  talk  to  reconcile 
the  contending  parties.  Though  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor the  magiflrates,  and  other  officers  did  all  that  wat 
in  their  power  to  fatisfy  the  people  j yet  the  remera- 

■ * brauc^ . 


Digitized  by  Google 


2:o  HISTORYOF  < A. D.  177a, 

brance  of  their  flaughterod  friends  put  them  into 
fuch  a flate  of  agitation,  that  it  was  impolhble  to  re- 
concile their  minds  to  the  military.  They  interpre- 
ted this  tranfaflion  as  only  a prelude  to  the  enforcing 
of  laws  by  military  execution,  when  once  thegovern- 
jnent  had  perfefted  their  meafures ; and  the  reft  of 
the  colonies  pretended  to  fee  their  own  fate  in  what 
had  now  happened  at  Bofton.  This  unhappy  com- 
motion was  the  occafion  of  more  evils,  both  to  the 
government  and  the  colonies;  for  as  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  fafls  were  coloured  on  both  fides  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  it  left  impreflions  upon  the  minds 
of  the  partizans,  which  were  not  eafily  effaced.  The 
controverfy  at  home  concerning  the  fame  fubjeffs, 
added  additional  fuel  to  the  flame  of  contention,  and 
the  fecret  manoeuvres  of  government,  to  difappoiut 
the  efforts  of  ihofe  that  were  ftruggling  for  liberty, 
being  fometimes  difeovered,  cncreafed  die  violence 
of  oppofition.  The  houfe  of  alfembly  of  South  Ca- 
rolina had  voted  the  fum  of  1500I.  fterling  to  the  fo- 
ciety  of  the  bill  of  rights,  which  was  oppofed  by  the 
lieutenant-governor,  in  confequence  of  inftruffions 
from  the  miniftry  in  England.  Copies  of  the  letters 
from  England  were  demanded  by  the  affembly,  but 
were  refufed  by  the  lieutenant-governor,  which  crea- 
ted great  difguft  in  the  province.  Provoked  with  this 
interference  of  the  crown  ; they  were  determined  to 
flicw  their  oppofition  more  openly ; and  agreed  to 
.flop  all  commercial  intercoufe  with  New  York,  on 
account  of  that  province  breaking  the  non-importa- 
.tion  agreement.  This  and  other  public  deeds  of  Ic- 
giflative  bodies,  animated  thofe  who  were  more  cool 
in  the  oppofition,  and  by  degrees  made  all  the  colo- 
nies unite  in  one  common  caufe.  It  is  difficult  to  af- 
certain  what  is  the  whole  truth  in  this  controverfy, 

but 
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but  the  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf  when  he  read* 
the  accounts  of  both  parries,  which  Ibali  be  left  to  his 
confideration. 

A Letter  from  Boflon  fets  this  matter  in  a true  light. 

On  the  erening  of  Monday,  being  the  5th  of  March, 
icveral  foldrers  of  the  29th  regiment  were  fecn  para- 
ding the  ftrccts  with  their  drawn  cutlalTes  and  bayo- 
nets, abufing  and  wounding  numbers  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

A few  minutes  after  nine  o’clock,  four  youths, 
named  Edward  Archbald,  William  Merchant,  Fran-' 
cis  Archbald,  and  John  Leech,  jun.  came  down  Corn- 
bill  together,  and  feparaiing  at  Dr  Loring’s  comer, 
the  two  former,  in  paffing  a narrow  alley,  where  a 
(bldicr  was  brandiihing  a broad  fword,  of  an  uncom- 
mon fize,  agaiud  the  walls,  out  of  which  he  (Iruck 
fire  plentifully,  and  a perfon  of  a mean  countenance, 
armed  with  a large  cudgel,  by  him,  Edward  Arch- 
bald bid  Mr  Merchant  take  care  of  the  fword,  on 
which  the  foldicr  turned  round,  ftruck  Archbald  on 
the  arm,  and  then  pulhed  at  Merchant.  Merchant 
then  ftruck  the  foldier  with  a fhort  ftick,  and  the  o. 
ihcr  perlon  ran  to  the  barrack,  and  brought  with  him 
two  loldiers,  one  armed  with  a pair  of  tongs,  the  o- 
ther  with  a ftiovcl ; he  with  the  tongs  purfued  Arch- 
bald through  the  alley,  collared  and  laid  him  over 
the  head  with  the  tongs.  The  noife  brought  people 
together,  and  John  Hicks,  a young  lad,  coming  up,’ 
knocked  the  foldier  down,  but  let  him  up  again ; and 
more  lads  gathering,  drove  tliem  back  to  the  bar- 
rack, where  the  boys  ftood  fome  time  as  it  were  to 
keep  them  in.  In  lefs  than  a minute  ten  or  twelve 
foldiers  came  out,  with  drawn  cutlaffcs,  club;,  and 
bayonets,  and  fet  upon  the  unarmed  boys,  w bo,  find- 
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iBg  the  inequality  of  their  equipment,  difperfed.  On 
hearing  the  noile,  one  Samnel  Atwood  come  up  to 
fee  what  was  the  matter,  and  met  tLe  loldicrs  af'orc- 
faid  milling  down  the  alley,  and  alkcd  them  if  they 
intended  to  murder  people?  they  anfwered,  Yes,  by 
G — d,  root  and  branch!  with  that  one  of  themllruck, 

Mr  Atwood  with  a club,  which  was  repeated  by  ano- 
ther, and,  being  unarmed,  he  turned  to  go  off,  and 
received  a wound  on  the  left  (boulder,  which  reach- 
ed tire  bone.  Retreating  a few  Heps,  Mr  Anvood 
met  two  officers,  and  faid.  Gentlemen,  what  is  the 
matter  ? they  anfwered,  you’ll  fee  by  and  by.  Imme* 
diately  after,  thefe  heroes  appeared  in  the  fquare, 
aiking  where  were  the  boogers  ? where  were  the 
cowards?  Ihirty  or  forty  perfons,  moftly  lads,  being 
by  this  means  gathered  in  King-ftrect,  Captain  Pref- 
ton,  with  a party  of  men  with  charged  bayonets,  came 
from  the  main-guard,  and  taking  their  ftations  by  the 
cuftom-houfe,  began  to  pu(h  and  drive  the  people  off, 
pricking  fome,  and  threatening  others ; on  which  the 
people  grew  clamorous,  and,  it  is  faid,  threw  fuo'W-* 
balls.  On  this  the  captain  commanded  his  men  to 
fire,  and  more  fnow’-balls  coming,  he  again  faid,  d-^ — n 
you,  fire,  be  the  confequence  what  it  will  It-  One  foU 
dier  then  fired,  and  a townfman,  with  a cudgel  fli  uck 
him  over  the  hands  with  fuch  force  that  he  dropt  his 
firelock,  and,  rulliing  forward,  aimed  a blow  at  the 
captain’s  head,  which  grazed  his  hat,  and  fell  pretty 
heavy  upon  bis  arm,  however^  the  foldiers  coiuinu* 
ed  the  fire,  fuccefiively,  till  feven  or  eight,  or,  as  foxfl 
fay,  eleven  guns  were  ditcharged. 

By  this  fatal  luanceuvre,  feveral  were  laid  dead  on 
the  fpot,  and  fome  lay  flruggling  for  life  ; but  what 
(hewed  a degree  of  cruelty  unknown  to  Britifli  troops, 
at  lca(t  fince  the  hou.fe  of  Hanover  has  direfted  their 
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operations,  was  an  attempt  to  fire  upon,  or  flab  with 
their  bayonets,  the  perfons  who  undertook  to  remove 
the  flain  and  wounded!  At  length, 

Mr  Benjamin  Leigh,  of  the  Delph  Manufadfory, 
came  up,  and  after  fome  converfation  with  Captain 
Prdion,  relative  to  his  conduct,  advifed  him  to  draw 
off  his  men ; with  which  he  complied. 

The  dead  are  Mr  Samuel  pray,  killed  on  the  foot, 
the  ^11  entering  his  head  and  beating  oft  a large  por- 
tion of  his  Ikull. 

A ipulatto  man,  nam^d  Crifpn?  Attucks,  born  in 
Framingham,  who  was  hefe  in  order  to  go  for  North 
Carolina,  alfo  killed  inflamly : two  balls  entering  his 
breai^,  one  of  them  in  fpecial  goring  the  right  lobe 
of  the  lungs,  and  a great  part  of  the  liver  n^oft  hor- 
ribly. 

Mr  James  Caldwell,  mate  of  Captain  Monon’s  >;ef- 
fel,  iu  like  manner  killed  by  two  balls  entering  his 
back. ' * ^ 

Mr  Samuel  Maverick,  a promifing  youth  of  feven- 
years  of  age,  fon  of  the  widow  Maverick,  mortally 
wounded  j a ball  went  through  his  belly,  and  was  cut 
out  at  his  back : he  died  the  iie.\t  morning. 

A lad,  named  Chriflopher  Monk,  about  feventcen 
years  of  age,  apprentice  to  Mr  Walker,  fhipwright. 
Wounded  j a ball  entered  his  Back  about  four  inches 
above  the  left  kidney,  near  the  fpine,  and  was  cut  out 
of  the  breaft  on  the  Line  fidej  apprehended  he  will 
die. 

A lad  harried  John  Clark,  about  feveniecn  years  of 
parents  iiyc'*at  Medford,  wounded  ; a ball 
enteredjufl:  below  his  groin  and  came  out  at  liis  hip, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  ; apprehended  he  will  die. 

Mr  Edward  Payne,  of  this  town,  merchant,  Hand- 
ing at  his  entry  door,  received  a ball  in  his  arm,  which 
(battered  fome  of  the  bones. 

Ff  • Mr 
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Mr  John  Greefl,  taylor,  coming  up  LcTcreti’s-lanc, 
received  a ball  juft  under  his  hip,  and  lodged  in  the 
under  part  of  his  thigh,  which  was  extrafted. 

Mr  Robert  Patterfon,  a fea-faring  man,  wounded ; a 
ball  went  through  his  right  arm,  and  he  fuffered  great 
lofs  of  blood. 

Mr  Patrick  Carr,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  who 
worked  with  Mr  Field,  leather  breeches  maker,  in 
Queen-  ftreet,  wounded  > a ball  entered  near  his  hip 
and  went  out  at  his  iide. 

A lad  named  David  Parker,  an  apprentice  to  M r 
Eddy  the  wheelwright,  wounded}  a ball  entered  his 
thigh. 

The  people  were  immediately  alarmed  with  re- 
port of  this  horrid  maffacre,  the  bells  were  fet  a ring- 
ing,  and  great  numbers  foon  alTembled  at  the  place 
where  this  tragical  feene  had  been  a£led } their  feel- 
ings may  be  better  conceived  than  expreffed;  and 
while  fome  were  taking  care  of  the  dead  and  wound- 
ed, the  reft  were  in  confultation  what  to  do  in  thofe 
dreadful  circumftances.  But  fo  little  intimidated  were 
they,  notwithftanding  their  being  within  a few  yards 
of  the  main-guard,  and  feeing  the  29th  regiment  un- 
der arms,  and  drawn  op  in  King-ftreet,  that  they  kept 
their  ftation,  and  appeared,  as  an  officer  of  rank  ex- 
preffed it,  ready  to  run  upon  the  very  muzzles  of  their 
roolkets.  The  lieutenant-governor  foon  came  into  the 
town-honfe,  and  there  met  fome  of  his  Majefty’s  coun- 
cil, and  a number  of  civil  magiftrates;  a confiderable 
body  of  the  people  immediately  entered  the  council- 
chamber,  and  expreffed  themfelves  to  his  honour  with 
a freedom  and  warmth  becoming  the  occaCon.  He 
ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  pacify  them,Tequefting 
that  they  would  let  the  matter  fubfide  for  the  night, 
and  promifing  to  do  all  in  his  power  thatjuftice  fhould 
be  done,  and  the  law  hare  its  courfe  j men  of  influ- 
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ence  and  weight  with  the  people  were  not  wanting  on 
their  part  to  procure  their  compliance,  by  reprefent- 
ing  the  horrible  confequence  of  a promifcuous  and 
raOi  engagement  in  the  night.  The  inhabitants  at- 
tended to  thefe  fuggeftions,  and  the  regiment  under 
arms  being  ordered  to  their  barracks,  they  feparated, 
and  returned  to  their  dwellings  by  one  o’clock.  At 
threeo’clock  Captain  Prefton  was  committed  to  prifon, 
as  were  the  foldiers  who  fired,  a few  hours  after 
him. 

Tuefday  morning  prefented  a mod  fliocking  fcenc, 
the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens  running  like  water 
through  King-ftreet,  and  the  merchants  Exchange, 
the  principal  fpot  of  the  military  parade  for  about  1 3 
months  pad.  Qur  blood  might  alfo  be  tracked  up  to 
the  head  of  Long  Lane,  and  through  divers  other 
ftreets  and  pafTages, 

At  eleven  o’clock  the  inhabitants  met  at  Faneuil- 
hail,  and  after  fome  animated  fpeeches,  they  chofe  a 
committee  of  fifteen  refpeftable  gentlemen  to  wait 
upon  the  lieutenant-governor  in  council,  to  requed 
of  him  to  id'ue  his  order  for  the  immediate  removal  of 
the  troops. 

^heir  mejfage  luas, 

“ That  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
that  the  inhabitants  and  foldiery  can  no  longer  live  to- 
gether in  fafety ; that  nothing  can  rationally  be  expeft- 
ed  to  redore  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  prevent  fur- 
ther blood  and  carnage,  but  the  immediate  removal  of 
the  troops  ; and  that  we  therefore  mod  fervently  pray 
his  honour  that  his  power  and  influence  may  be  ex- 
erted for  their  indact  removal.” 

The  Governor  replied: 

“ I am  extremely  forry  for  the  unhappy  differences 
between  the  inhabitants  and  troops,  and  efpecially  for 

the 
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the  aftion  of  the  lad  evening,  and  I have  exerted  my- 
fclf  upon  that  occafion  that  a due  enquiry  may  be  ‘ 
made,  and  that  the  law  may  have  its  courfe.  I have 
in  council  confulted  with  the  commanding  officers  of 

o 

the  two  regiments  who  are  in  town.  They  have  their  * 
orders  from  the  general  at  New-York.  It  is  not  in 
my  power  to  countermand  thofe  orders.  The  coun- 
cil have  defired  that  the  two  regiments  may  be  remo- 
ved to  the  caftle.  From  the  particular  concern  which 
the  29th  regiment  has  had  in  your  differences.  Colo- 
nel Dalrymple,  who  is  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops,  has  fignified  that  that  regiment  ftiall,  without 
delay,  be  placed  in  the  barracks  at  the  caftle,  until  he 
can  fend  to  the  general,  andreceive  his  further  orders 
concerning  both  the  regiments',  and.  that  the  main- 
guard  fhall  b'e  removed, and  the  14th  iegiment  fo  dif- 
pofed  and  laid  under  fuch  reftraint,  that  all  occafion  of 
future  diflurbances  may  be  prevented.”- 

The  foregoing  reply  having  been  read  and  fully  con- 
fidered — the  queftiori  was  put,  Whether  the  report 
he  fatisfaftory  ? It  paffed  in  the  negative  fonly  one  dif- 
fenrient)  out  of  upwards  of  4000  Voters^ 

It  was  then  moved  that  John  Hancock,  Efq;  Mr 
Samuel  Adams,  Mr  William  Molyheux,  William  Phil- 
lil)s,  Efq;  Dr  Joffiph  Warren;  Jofliua  Henfhaw,  F.fq; 
and  Samuel  Pemberton,  Efq;  be  a committee  to  wait 
on  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  inform  him, 
that  the  reply  made  to  the  vote  of  the  inhabitants  is  hy 
no  means  fatisfaftory  ; and  that  nothing  Icfs  will  fatis- 
Fy  them,  than  a total  and  immediate  removal  of  all  the 
troops. 

The  committee  having  -Waited  upon  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  his  honour  laid  before  the  board  a vote  of 
the  town  of  Bofton,  paffed  this  aFternoon,  and  then 
addreffed  the  board  as  follows  : .... 

‘‘  I Jay 
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“ 1 lay  before  you  a vote  of  tbe  town  of  Boflon, 
■which  I have  jufltib'w  received  from  them,  and  I now 
alk  your  advice,  what  you  judge  necelTary  to  be  done 
upon  it.” 

The  council  thereupon  cxpfdTed  themfclvcs  to  be 
of  opinion,  “that  it  Was  abfolutcly  ne- 
ceffary  for  his  Majeltj^’s  fervicc,  the  good  order  of 
the  town,  and  the  peace  of  the  province,  that  the 
troops  fliculd  be  immediately  removed  out  of  the 
town  of  Bollon ; with  which  opinion  Colonel  DaU 
rymple  gave  his  word  of  honour  that  he  would  ac- 
quiefee.” 

Upon  the  above  report^  the  inhabitants  exprefled 
the  higheft  fatisfa£lion ; and  after  meafures  were  ta- 
ken for  the  fecurity  of  the  tow'ii,  the  meeting  was  dif- 
folved. 

A mod  folemn  proceltion  was  made  through  Boflon 
at  the  funeral  of  the  four  murdered  vouths.  On  this 
occafion  all  the  (hops  were  ihut  up,  all  the  bells  in  the 
town  were  ordered  to  toll,  as  were  thofe  in  the  neigh- 
bouring toWns,  and  the  bodies  that  moved  from  different 
quarters  of  the  town',metat  the  fatal  place  ofaftiou,  and 
were  carried  together  through  the  main  flreets,  fol- 
lowed by  the  greatelt  concourfe  of  people  ever 
known,  all  teftifying  the  mod  fcnfible  grief,  to  a vault 
provided  for  them  id  the  middle  of  the  great  biiry- 
ing-ground. 

o o 

From  the  time  of  this  fatal  tragedy,  a military 
guard  of  town  militia  has  been  cddllamly  kept  in  the 
town-houfe  and  town-prifon,  at  which  fome  of  the 
mod  refpeftable  citizens  have  done  duty  as  cotmdoa 
foldi'c'rs. 

In  confequedcc  Of  this  affair,  the  •inhabitants  of 
Roxburgh  petitioued  the  Lieutenant -govefnor  Huten- 
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iafon  to  remove  the  troops  from  Boftoo ; and  recei- 
ved for  anfwer.  That  he  had  no  authority  to  order  the 
King's  troops  from  any  place  where  they  are  pojied  by  his 
Majejly's  order  ; at  the  fame  time  he  acquainted  them 
with  what  had  been  done  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
commanding  officer. 

Captain  Prefton’s  own  account  will  fet  this  matter 
in  its  full  light. 

It  is  matter  of  too  great  notoriety  to  need  any  proofs, 
that  the  arrival  of  his  Majefty*s  troops  in  Bofton  was 
extremely  obnoxious  to  its  inhabitants.  They  have 
ever  ufed  all  means  in  their  power  to  weaken  the  re- 
giments, and  to  bring  them  into  contempt,  by  promo- 
ting and  aiding  defertions,  and  with  impunity,  even 
where  there  has  been  the  cleared  evidence  of  the  faft, 
and  by  grofsly  and  falfcly  propogating  untruths  con- 
cerning them.  On  the  arrival  of  the  64th  and  65th 
their  ardour  feemingly  began  to  abate  ; lit  being  too 
extenfive  to  buy  off  fo  many;  and  attempts  of  that 
kind  rendered  too  dangerous  from  the  numbers. 
But  the  fame  fpirit  revived  immediately  on  its  being 
known  that  thofe  regiments  were  ordered  for 
Hallifax,  and  hath  ever  fince  their  departure  been 
breaking  out  with  greater  violence.  After  their  em- 
barkation, one  of  their  judices,  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  people  and  their  intentions,  on  the  trial 
of  the  14th  regiment,  openly  and  publicly,  in  the 
bearing  of  great  numbers  of  people,  and  from  the 
feat  of  judice  declared,  that  the  foldiers  mud  now 
take  care  of  themfclves,  nor  truji  too  much  to  their  arms, 
for  they  were  but  a handful ; that  the  inhabitants  car- 
ried weapons  concealed  under  their  cloaths,and  would 
dedroy  them  in  a moment,  f they  pleafed.'*  This, 
confidering  the  malicious  temper  of  the  people,  was 
au  alarming  circumdance  to  the  foldiery.  Since  which 

fcYcral 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.D.177®  the  WAK  in  AMEK:tCA.  aif 

fcveral  difputcs  have  happened  between  the  towns- 
people and  the  foldiers  of  both  regiments,  the  former 
being  encouraged  thereto  by  the  countenance  of  even 
forae  of  the  magiftrates,  and  by  the  proteftion  of  all 
the  parry  againd  government.  In  general  fuch  dif- 
putes  have  been  kept  too  fecret  from  the  officers. 
On  the  2d  of  March,  two  of  the  29th  going  through 
one  Gray's  rope-walk,  the  rope-makers  infultingly 
afked  them  if  they  would  empty  a vault.  This  un- 
fortunately  had  the  defired  effeft,  by  provoking  the 
foldiers,  and  from  words  they  went  to  blows.  Both 
parties  fuffered  in  this  affray,  and  finally  the  foldiers 
retired  to  their  quarters.  The  officers,  on  the  firft 
knowledge  of  this  tranfaflion,  took  every  precaution 
in  their  power  to  prevent  any  ill  confequences.  Not- 
withffanding  which,  fingle  quarrels  could  not  be  pre- 
vented ) the  inhabitants  condantly  provoking  and 
abufing  the  foldiery.  The  infolence,  as  well  as  utter 
hatred  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  troops,  increafed  dai- 
ly } infomuch,  that  Monday  and  Tuefday,  the  5th  and 
6th  iodant,  were  privately  agreed  on  for  a general 
engagement ; in  confequence  of  which  feveral  of  the 
militia  came  from  the  country,  armed,  to  join  their 
friends,  menacing  to  dedroy  any  who  fhould  oppofi: 
them.  This  plan  has  fince  been  difeovered. 

On  Monday  night,about  eight  o’clock,  two  foldiera 
' Were  attacked  and  beat.  But  the  party  of  the  towns- 
people, in  order  to  carry  matters  to  the  utmod  lengthy 
broke  into  two  meeting-houfes,  and  rang  the  alaml 
bells,  which  I fuppofed  was  for  fire,  as  ufual,  but  was 
'fcon  undeceived.  About  nine,  fome  of  the  guard  came 
to  and  informed  me,  that  the  town  inhabitants  were  af- 
fembling  to  attack  the  troops,  and  that  the  bells  were 
ringing  as  the  fignal  for  that  purpofc,  and  not  for  fire, 
and  the  beacon  intended  to  be  ffied  to  bring  in  the 
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diftant  people  of  the  country.  This,  as  I was  captain 
of  the  day,  occafioned  my  repairing  immediately  to 
the  main-gpard.  Jn  my  way  there  I faw  the  people 
in  great  commotion,  aqd  heard  them  ufe  the  tnoH; 
cruel  and  horrid  threats  againft  the  troops.  In  a few 
ipinutes  after  1 reached  the  guard,  about  an  hundred 
people  pafled  it,  and  went  towards  the  Cuftora-houfc, 
where  the  King’s  money  is  lodged.  They  immedi- 
ately furrounded  the  centinel  polled  there,  and  with 
clubs  and  other  w'eappns  threatened  to  execute  their 
Tengeance  on  him.  I was  foon  informed  by  a town!-' 
man,  their  intention  was  to  carry  olf  the  foldier  fro^u 
his  poA,  and  prqhably  murder  him*  Qu  which  I de- 
fired  him  to  return  for  further,  intelligence ; and  he 
foon  came  back  apd  afliuedinc  he  heard  the  mob  de- 
clare they  would  ipprder  him.  This  I feared  might 
be  a prelpde  ip  their  plundering  the  King’s  ehelL  -I 
immediately  fent  a non-eommjffioncd  officer  and 
twelve  inen  to  protect  both  the  centinel  and  tlic  king's 
money,  and  very  foon  follow’ed  myfelf,  to  prevent  (if 
poliible)  all  disorders  ; feap’pg  left  the  officer  and  iol- 
diery  by  the  ipffihs  apd  provocations,  of  the  rioters 
ffiould  be  thrown  ofi  their  guard  and  commit  fomc  rafti 
aft.  ^1  hey  foop  rplhed  through  the  people,  and,  by 
charging  their  bayopets  in  half  circle,  kept  them  a 
httle  dillance.  fo  far  was  I froni  intending  the 

death  ofapy  perfon,  that  I filtered  the  troops  to  go 
to  the  fpot'where  the  unhappy  alljair  took  place,  with- 
out any  loading  in  their  piece.s,  nor  did  I ever  give 
orders  for  loading  them.  Tips  remifs  conjuft  in  nte 
perhaps  merits  cenKirc  ; yet  it  is  evidence,  refuliiog 
from  the  nature  of  things,  which  is  the  belt  and  furcA 
that  can  be  ofiereJ,  that  my  intention  was  not  to  pet 
offenlively,  but  the  contrary  part,  and  that  not  with- 
ouc  com|)q]fion,  'Ihemobflill  incrcafcd,  and  w^jx 

more 
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inpre  outrages,  ftriking  their  clubs  or  bludgeons  one 
agaiuH  another,  and  calling  out,  ‘ Come  on,  you  Raf» 
cals,  you  bloody  Backs,  you  Lobfter  Scoundrels  j 
fire  if. you  dare,  G — damn  you,  fire  and  be  damn’d; 
we  know  you  dare  not;*  and  much  more  fuch  lan- 
guage was  ufed.  At  this  time  I was  between  the  fol* 
diprs  andthe  mob,  parleying  with  and  endeavouring 
all  in  ray  power  to  perfuade  them  to  retire  peaceably ; 
but  to  no  purpofe.  They  advanced  to  the  .point  of 
the  bayonets,  llruck  fomc  of  them,  and  even  the  muz- 
zles of  the  pieces,  aud,feemed,tp  be  endeavouring  to 
tlofe  with  the  foldiers.  On  which  fomc  well-beha- 
ved perfons  alked  me  if  tlie  guns  were  charged;  I 
replied,  yes.  They  then  alked  me  if  1 intended  to 
order  the  men  to  fire;  I anfwered  no,  by  .no  means; 
obferving  to  them,  that’  1 was  advanced  before  the 
muzzles  of  the  men’s  pieces,  and  mull  fall  a facrifice 
if  they  fired;  and  that  the  foldiers  were  upon  the  half- 
copk  and,  charged  bayonets,  and  my  giving  the  word 
fire,  in  thofe  circumftances,  would  prove  me  no  offi- 
cer. While  I was  thus  fpeaking,  one  of  the  foldiers, 
having  received  a fevere  blow  with  a (lick,  Hepped  a 
little  on  one  fide,  and  inftantly  fired;  on  which  turn- 
ing to,  and  alking  him  why  he  fired  without  orders,  I 
W'as  llruck  with  a club  on  my  arm,  which  for  fome 
time  deprived  me  of  the  ufe  ofit;  which  blow,  had 
it  been  placed  on  my  head,  moll  probably  would  have 
deftroyed  me.  On  this  a general  attack  was  made 
on  the  men  by  a great  number  of  heavy  clubs,  and 
fnow-balls  being  thrown  at  them,  by  which  all  our 
lives  were  in  imminent  danger;  fomc  perfons  at  the 
fame  time  from  behind  calling  out,  ‘ Damn  your 
bloods,  why  do  not  you  firer’  Inllantly  three  or  four 
of  the  foldiers  fired,  one  after  another,  and  dire£Hy 
after  three  more  in  the  fame  confufion  and  hurry. 
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The  mob  then  ran*  away,  except  three  Unhappy 
men  whoinftamly  expired,  in  which  number  was  Mr 
Gray,  at  whofe  rope-walk  'the  prior  qtiarrcl  took 
place;  one  more  is  fince  dead,  three  others  are  dan- 
geroufly,  and  four  (lightly  wounded.  The  whole  of 
this  melancholy  affair  was  tranfafted  in  alraoft  tWenty 
minutes.  On  my  'afking  the  foldiers  why  they  fifed 
without  orders,  they  faid  they  heard  the  word  , ‘Fire,* 
an  1 fuppoled  it  came  from  me.  This  might  be  the 
cafp,  as  many  of  the  mob  called  out,  ‘ Fire,  fire,'  but 
I affured  the  men  that  I give  no  fuch  order,  fhit  my 
W'ords  were  ‘Don't  fire,  (lop  your  firing:’  In  (horr, 
it  was  fcarce  poffible  for  the  foldiers  to  know  who  faid 
fire,  or  don’t  fire,  or  (lop  yotir  firing.  On  the  peo- 
ple’s affembling  again  to  take  away  the  dead  bodies, 
the  foldiers,  fuppofing  them ’coming  to  attack  theiti, 
were  making  ready  to  fire  again,  which  I prevented 
by  (Iriking  up  their  firelocks  with  my  hand.  Imme- 
diately after  a townfman  came  and  told  me,  that  4 or 
5000  people  were  affembled  in  the  next  flreet,  and 
had  fworn  to  take  my  life  with  every  man’s  with  me; 
on  w'hich  I judged  it  unfafe  to  remain  there  any  long- 
er, and  therefore  fent  the  party  and  centry  to  the 
main-guard,  and  when  they  arrived  there,  telling 
them  off  into  (Ireet-firings,  divided  and  planted  them 
at  each  end  of  the  flreet  to  fccure  their  rear,  mo- 
mently exp'efting  an  attack,  as  there  was  a conflant 
cry  of  the  inhabitants,  ‘ To  arms,  to  arms — turn  out 
with  your  guns  and  the  town  drums  beating  to  arms. 

I ordered  my  drum  to  beat  to  arms,  and  being  foon  af- 
ter joined  by  the  different  companies  of  the  29th  rc- 
/ giment,  I formed  them  as  the  guard  into  (Ireet  firings. 

. The  14th  regiment  alfo  got  under  arms,  but  remain- 
ed at  their  barracks.  I immediately  fent  a ferjeant 
with  a party  to  Colonel  Dalrymple,  the  commanding 

■'  officer, 
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officer,  to  acquaiat  him  with  every  particular.  Se- 
veral officers  going  to  join  their  regiment  were  kn.~k- 
' cd down  by  the  mob,  one  very  much  wounded,  <^iid 
his  fword  taken  from  him.  The  lieuteuant-goveri  or 
and  Colonel  Carr,  were  foon  after  met  at  the  head 
of  the  agth  regiment,  and  agreed  that  the  regiment 
ihould  retire  to  their  barracks,  and  the  people  to 
their  houfes ; but  I kept  the  piquet  to  flrengthen  the 
guard.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  lieute- 
nant-governor prevailed  on  the  people  to  be  quiet  and 
retire:  at  laft  they  all  went  off,  excepting  about  a 
.hundred.  ^ 

A council  was  immediately  called,  on  the  breaking 
up  of  which,  three  juftices  met,  and  iffued  a warrant 
to  apprehend  me  and  eight  foldiers.  On  hearing  of 
^this  procedure,  I inllantly  went  to  the  flieriff,  and 
Turfendered  myfelf,  though  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours 
I had  it  in  my  power  to  have  made  my  efcape,  which 
I mod  undoubtedly  Ihould  have  atempted,  and  could 
eafily  have  executed,  had  I been  the  lead  confciyus 
of  any  guilt.  On  the  examination  before  the  judi- 
' ces,  two  witneffes  fwore  that  I gave  the  men  orders 
‘ to  fire  ; the  one  ledificd  he  was  within  two  feet  of 
roe;  the  other,  that  I fwore  at  the  men  for  not  firing 
at  the  fird  word.  Others  fwore  they  heard  me  ufe 
the  word,  fife ; but  whether  do  or  do  not  fire,  they 
could  not  fay  ; others,  that  they  heard  the  word  fire, 
but  could  not  fay  if  it  came  from  me.  The  next  day 
they  got  five  or  fix  more  to  fwear  I gave  the  word 
to  fife.'  So  bitter  and  inveterate  are  many  of  the  male- 
contents  here,  that  they  are  indudrioiilly  ufing  every 
method  to  fidi  out  evidence  to  prove  it  was  a concert- 
ed fcheme  to  murder  the  inhabitan’s.  Orhers  are  in- 
fufing  the  utmod  malice  and  revenge  into  the  minds 
of  the  people,  who  are  to  be  roy  jurors,  by  falfe  pub- 
' lications. 
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bHcations,  votes  of  towns,  and' all- other  anificcs, 

• Til  at  fo,  from  a fettled  rancour  again  ft  the  officers 
‘and  troops  in  general,  and  the  fuddennefs  of  my  trial 
after  the  affair,  while  the  people’s  minds  are  greatly 
■inflamed,  I am,  though  perfectly  innocent,  under  moft 
unhappy  circumftances,  having  nothing  in  reafbn  to 
' expeft,  but  the  lofs  of  life  in  a very  ignominious  • man- 
" ner,  without  the  interpofitioh  of  his  Majefty’s  juftice 
’ and  ^o'odnpfs.  ' ’ . ; 

Here  ends  Captain  Prefton’s  account,  to,  which 
’ may  be  added  his  trial,  which  began  on  Wednelday 
the  24th  of  Oftober,  and  was  continued  from  day  to 
day,  Sunday  excepted,  till  Tuefday  the  30th.  ' The 
witneffes  who  were  examined  on  both  fides  amounted 

___  * ■ * * I * ^ 

> to  about  50.  The  lawyers  for  the  crown  were  Mr 
Barne  and  Mr  Samuef  (^tincy  j , for  the  prifoner,  Mr 
Auchrauty  and  Mr  John  Adftms..  ’ Each  of  them  fppke 
three  hours  at  leaft.  About  Monday  noon  the  judges 
began  their  charge,  Jud^e  Trowbridge,  who  fpoke 
firft,  entered  largely  into  the  contradi£lory  accounts, 
given  by  the  witneffes,  and  declared,  that  it  did  i^ot 
appear^that  the  prifoner  gave  orders,  to  fire but  ^ if 
the  jury  (hould  think  otherwife,  and  find  it  proved 
. tliat  he  did  give  fuch  orders,  the.queftion  then  , would 
naturally  be,  What  crime  is^he  guilty  pf?;,  They  fure- 
ly  could  not  call  it  murdgr.— He.rp  he  ex|)!aioed  the 
crime  of  murder  in  a very  diftin<ft  manner,  and  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  by  law  the  prifoner  was  hot  guil- 
ty of  murder;  obferving,  that  • the.  King  had  a., right 
to  fend  his  troops  here ; that  the  commanding  officer 
oftliefe  troops  had  a right  to  place  a .centinel  at  the 
cuftom-houfe : that  the  cgntinel  placed  jhere  . on  the 
• night  of  the  5th  of  March  was  in  th,c  King’s  peace; 
that  be  durft  not  quit  his  poll ; that  if  he  was  infultcd 
or  attacked,  the  captain  of  the  guard  had  a*  right  to 

proteft 
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- proteft  him  that'' the  prifortcr- and  his  party,  \tfho 
' came  there  for  'that  purpofe,  were  in  the  King's 

peace  ; that  while  they  t^^ere  at  the  caftom-houfe,  for 
the  purpofe  of  protefling  the  centinel,  it  wdsiplainly 

* proved  that  thcy'had  been  aflauircdj  by  a great  num- 
ber of  people  ; that  the  people  aflembled  there  were 

•■'not  in  the  King’s  peace,  but  were  by:  law  cOnfldered 
' as  a riotous  mob,  as  they  aukeked  the  prifuner  and 
••  his  party  with  pieces  of  ice,  fticks;  and  clubs  ; and 

* that  even  one  of^ the  witneffes  againft  him  confefTed 
'•  he  was  armed  with  a highland  hroad-fword  ;•  that  the 

* rioters  had  knocked  down’ one  of.  the  foldicrs- of -the 
party,  laid  hold  of  feveral  of  their  mnikets-,  knd  that, 
before -the  ’foldiers"  fired,  ’ the  cry  was,’  Knock  them 

*'down!  Kill  them!  Kill  them  h That  all  this  waS'fwprn 

- to  by  the  wnnelTes,  and  if'-the  'jtuy  believed  .them, 
•'  the  prifoner  conld  not  be  found  guilty  of  murder.  -He 

flieif*  proceeded  to 'explain  what  the  law  confidered 
jii  man-flaughtcr,  and  obfenred,'  as  before,  that  if  they 
« gav^  credit  to  the' witneffes,'  who  tellrfied.the  Allaults 
■■^'made  on  tli8  prifoner 'and  hiS  - party,  they  could' pot 
''^find'bim  guiKy  ol  man-flaughtcr,  and 'concluded  with 
faying,  that  if  he  was  guilty  of  any!  offence,  it  could 
only  be  e''xdifktiie  hbmitide  that  this  was  only  foumd- 
eihon  the  fufipofltion  of  the  prifoncr's  having  glyen 
orders  fb  fire,  for  if ' this  'wks  not  provcdi'ihcy  muff 
’"acquit  him. 

' Judge  Oliver,  who  fpoke  next,'"  began  with  repre- 
*^  feniiug,  in  a very  nervous  and  pathetic  manner,  the 
' infnlts  and  outrages  which  he,  and  tlic  court,  through 
had  received'on  a former  occalion,.  (nwaning -the 
‘ trial  of  Richardfoti ) for  giving  his  opinion  in, a point 
.* ' of  law,  that,  nbiwithffanding,’  he  was  rcfblved  to  do 
^"his'duty  to  his  God,  his  King,  and  his  country  5 that 
he  defpiftd  both  iofults  and  threats,  and  that  he  would 

not 
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• not- forego  a moment’s  peace  of  confcience  for  the 
applaufe  of  millions.  He  agreed  in  fentiraent  with 
the  former  judge,  that  the  prifoner  was  not  guilty. 

Judge  Cufhing  fpoke  next,  and  agreed  entirely 
with  the  other  two,  with  regard  to  the  prifoncr’s 

' cafe.  • • ■ ' 

' Judge  Lyndex  concluded.  He  fpoke  a confider- 
able  lime,  and  was  of  the  fame  opinion  with  the  other 
’ Judges.  Towards  the  clofe  of  his-  fpeech,  he  faid, 

• ' *t  Happy  I am  to  find,  that,  after  fuch  ftrift  examina- 
’ tion,  the  conduft  of  the  prifoner  appears  in  fo  fair  a 

light;  yea  I fed  myfclf,  at  the  fame  time,  deeply  af- 
fefted,  that  this  affair  turns  out  fo  much  tothedif- 

• "grace  of  every,  perfon  concerned  againft  him,  and  fo 
*■  much  to  the  lhame  of  the  town  in  general.’*  .The 

jury  then  returned  their  verdift.  Not  Qv^ty.  ,Hc 

• • was  immediately  difeharged,  and  is  now  in  the.caftle. 

>'  Great  numbers  attended  during  the  trial,  which, was 

V carried  on  with  a folcmn  decency.  . - 

As  one  evil  generally  introduces  another,  during 
' the  time  of  thefc  commotions  .on  the  continent,  of,  A- 
: merica,  a fet  of  lawlcfs  ruffians  in  Orange  ,fou^y, 

» Carolina,  broke  out  into  open  violence,  and  fet  ^all 
■ law  and  government  at  defiance.  They  called  them- 
felves  Regulators,  and  committed  many  wicked  ^nd 
' cruel  outrages.  Their  principal  ayerfion  was  di^ft- 
ed  againft  courts  of  juftice,  and  gentlemen  of  the  li^w, 
to  whom  they  (hewed  all  manner  of  - defpue,  and*  con- 
‘ tempt.  When  Judge  Hepderfon  and  fcveral  lawyers 
r were  returning  from  Salilbury  circuit  to  HilllbocQ^gh 
- to  hold  the  court  there,  they  lay  in  wait  for  th^, 
j - with  rifle  guns  to  difpatch  them;  but  the  Judge  re- 
cciving  intelligence  of  their  defign,  went  another  way, 

’ and  by  that  means  preferved  his  own  life,  and  that  of 

' ■ his  attendants.  They  ftill  threatened  to  meet  him  at 

flUKborough, 
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Hilliborough,  and  to  execute  their  vengeance  on  hi iri 
and  his  company  there.  They  put  their  threatening^ 
in  execution,  and  in  a‘  moft  mercilefs  and  cruel  man-' 
ner  treated  Colonel  Fanning,  Mr  Hooper,  and  lome 
others.  They  defired  the  judge  to  proceed,  but  ac-'  - 
cording  as  they  direfted  him,  and  put  a flop  to  aH' 
proceedings  of  juftice.  The  judge  efcaped  with'dif-”^ 
ficulry,  by  fccretly  withdrawing,  which  put  them  in-  ’ 
to  a great  rage,  and  provoked  them  to  fuch  a degree,  t 
that  they  plundered  and  deftroyed  all  the  furniture  ■ 
in  Colonel  Fanning's  houfe,  feized  all  his  papers  atid’  t 
books,  and  fcattered  them  in  the  wind;  they  alfa  * 
carried  off  all  his  money  and  plate,  drank  plentifully  " 
of  his  liquors,  and  fet  the  reft  a-running  in  the  ftreetS;  * 

They  next  broke  the  church  bell  in  pieces,  and  were 
going  to  pull  down  the  church,  but  in  this  they  did 
not  agree,  to  finifli  their  tragedy,  they  took  a ne-  • 
gro  that  was  hanging  in  chains,  and  placed  hinv  in 
the  judge’s  chair,  to  fliew  their  entire  contempt  of  alf 
juftice.  Such  is  the  dangerous  tendency  of  commo- 
tions in  government;  under  the  ftiadow  and  pretence  • 
of  purfuing  their  own  privileges,  mifehievous  and  • 
wicked  men  often  defpife  all  legal  government,  anti 
plunder  their  fellow  fubjefts.  The  reports  concern- 
ing the  riot  at  Bofton  had  now  reached  England, 
which  made  it  neceflary  for  parliament  to  enquire  in-  ’ 
to  the  caufes  and  reafons  of  that  unfortunate  affair. 

The  minifter  appeared  ftiy  on  this  occafion,  for 
though  two  regiments  were  fliut  up  in  Caftle  William,  ’ 
without  any  order  from  government,  which  was  no 
fmall  affront  to  the  minifter  and  the  court,  yet  they 
were  afraid  to  enter  upon  an  enquiry,  for  fear  of  the" 
oppofition  infilling  upon  an  enquiry  concerning  the 
whole  affair.  It  was  thought  that  government  ima- 
gined, by  fuffering  the  matter  to  hang  in  fufpence,* 

that 
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tha,t  the.cplonUls  would  .divide  aud  out  among  j 
thqmfclves,  ai^  rfo  make  thq  bnfiaefsi-of  the  rainlrtr]^^ 
tDOfi;  eafy.  In  thjs  tljiey  were,  however,  miflaken. 

A.mc^ion  was  made  upon  the  8th  of  M^y,  for  an^ 
addwffrtpthe  throne,,  fetting  forth  the  difputes  that 
ha^  ayifeo  among  .thefeveral  governors  and  command-' 
trs,  in'  almpft  all  jhc  colonics  fince  the  appointment^ 
of. a;  confm^nder  in,  chief ; tliat  the  colonics  have  ‘ 
bepn  ,for  fome  time,  and  flill  arc,  from  this  and^  ' 
otitcE  caufes.  In  a ftatc  of  great  diforder  and  con-  , 
fufion  ; that  the  people  of  America  complain  of  thd!' ‘ 
eftabljlhraent  of.an  army  there,  as  fctnDg  up  a railit^y^ 
goyertjmcnt  ovfr  the  civil  ; and  therefore  praying. , 
that  all  thefe  matters  may  be  confidered,  and|fu^ 
mcafufes  taken  as  wjould  replace  things  upon  a con-  , 
ftitOtional  footing.  This  motion  was  introduced  bf , 
obfe^ving,  tljat  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  af-  ’.; 
fairs,-  they  were  exprefsly  called  upon  to  enquire,  . 
how  the  mlnillers  here,  no  Icfs  than  their  officers, 
there,  have  .managed  fo  unfortunately,  as  to  kindle' 
the  prefent  flame  of  dilTcntion  between  the  mother  . 
country  and  the  colonies.  'J  hat  in  fulfilling  this 
duty,  they  mufl  not  only  confidcr  the  matter  of  faft,, 
but  the  right  of  things ; not  only  the  turbulence  of  ^ 
tl\C  Americans,  but  thq  caufe  of  that  turbulence  : and. 
not  only  the  power  of  the  crown,  but  the  equity  with^ 
which  that  power  has  been  exercifed.  This  was  a 
motion  which  was  not  likely  to  be  carried  in  a houfc 
where  the  miniftcr  had  a powerful  majority.  It  met 
with  the  fate  of  many  others  of  the  like  nature,  and, 
h^d  a negative  put  upon  it.  Upon  refleftions,  one  caU- 
not  help  thinking  it  ftrangc,  that  men  who  arc  ern- 
ploycd  in  bufinefs,  and  manage  it  fairly,  ftiould  haVc 
fuch  an  averfion  to  having  their  conduft  examined- 
A refufal  of  this  fort  always  implies,  cither  fome  dc- 
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feft  in  management,  or  an  arbitrary  derpOcifm  in  thofe 
^employed  in  public  affairs;  both  of  which  are  incon> 
Cileht  with  the  true  excrcifc  of  good  government. 

In  the  debates  on  this.occafiOo,  the  minifferialifis 
made  a poor  figure ; after  ages,  when  tamety"  reading 
the  debates  in  this  fefifoo  of  parliament,'  will  be  filled 
with  aftonifhtncnt  to  find;  that  in  a matter'  df  fo  much 
confequence,  there  fhonld  have  been  any  oecalion  for 
debate  at  ail;  and  it  will  equally  amaze  them,  unlefa- 
they  are  equally  corrupted, . to  view  the  defences  of 
adminiftration,  of  a caufe,  which  none;  except  itlen 
of  corrupt  minds,  and  'deftltute  of  all  fenfe  of  bonouV, 
-fhame,  and  humanity;  ’Wduld  attempt  to  maintain. 
The  miniftry  on  this  occafion  were  charged  with 
tergiverfatioD;  and  want  of  fyflera.  It ' was  • affirmed 
that  they  had  fent  contradiftory  orders  to  the  gover- 
nors in  the  colonies,  and  made  their  fervants  blunder 
like  themfelves,  for  want  of  a fettled  plan  of  opera- 
tion ; that  they  had  irapofed  taxes,  and  repealed  them, 
impofed  them,  and  repealed  them  again;  diffolved  af- 
femblies,  and  called  them  again ; and  fuffered  theinto 
fit  and  proceed  to  bufinefs,  without  difavow'ing  or  dijt 
countenancing  the  ipcafures  that  had  procured,  their 
diffolution..  .Proraifes  had  been  made  to  • ybe  ■ affein- 
blies,  that  certain  duties  Ihould  be  taken  off,  and  rcr 
pealed,  which  were  unwarrantable,  of  dangerous  con- 
fequence,, and  an  high  breach  of  privilege ; and  that 
it  was  equally  derogatory  from  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  and  freedom  of  parliamentary  deliberations, 
to  have  , its  faith  pledged  to  perform  fuch  promifes. 
Trpop$  .had  been  fcoT,  .driven  out  with  dilgrace,  pd 
violence  .and  fubmiffion  had  alternately  j^ueeqeded  one 
another;. that  trcafo.ns. had  been 
ed  by  parliament,  ..which  wpre  neithepjprpycd,  , poc 
attempted  to  be  pr.tJyjd:  ■9i;,.if  .t;hey,j^x»Ocdj  werq 
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they  attoniJ)tc4  to  be  detected  and  puniihed,  which 
was  an  high  refleftion  upon  the  dignity  < of  'papliament. 

Thi?  fort  of  reafoning  had  no  influence;  the  nriniftry 
with  a ibrt  of  (loical  indiflerence,  bore  all  with  pa- 
tience, without  attempting  even  to  make  their  ufual  ’ 
'defence.  A few  refleftions,  for  the  fake  of  form, 
were  thrown  out  againfl  the  colonifts,  as  turbulent, 
difloyal,  and  dilTafie^fed  to  the  government  of  this 
. country,  and  people  that  wanted  to  be  independent 
of  Great  Britain.  It  was  aflerted  that  the  crown  had 
a right  to  fend  troops  to  any  part  of  the  empire,  and 
ftation  them  there  according  to  pleafure ; and  that 
there  was  a -necefCty  of  employing  them  at  that 
time,  for  fupporting  the  progrefs  of  the  laws,  a- 
igainlt  a people  that  were  nearly  in  a ftate  of  rebel- 
lion. Thefc  refleftions  were  only  thrown  out  as 
hints,  without  any  panicular  difcuflTion,  rather 
to  get  clear  of  the  debate  for  tlie  prefent,  than 
as  arguments  intended  to  convince  the  oppoflte 
party  of  the  propriety  of  the  reafoning.  Thofc  that 
are  guided  by  the  diffates  of  common  fenfe,  and  plain 
■arguments  muft  not  expeft  them  from  the  miniflry  at 
"Uiis  time.  Even  their  champions,  who  undertook  to 
defend  their  meafures  in  long  laboured  diflertations 
Upon  government,  and  the  rights  of  fupreme  powers 
to  rule  overall  their  dominions  with  abfolute  fway, 
were  in  great  diflrefs  to  And  principles  and  concluflons 
Which  plain  men  could  nnderfland.  Many  dark  and 
difmal  productions  teemed  from  the  prefs,  fluffed 
With  arbitrary  concluflons,  void  of  all  pofTibility  of 
demonflration.  Thcfe  were  echoed  by  the  hirelings 
of  the  minift^  as  unanfwerable  productions,  though 
ihofe  who  trumpeted  their  fame  mofl,  did  not  under- 
fland  a wbrd  that  was  in  them.  They  were  intend- 
ed tb  throw  a"  mill  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  to  cover 
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dedgas  that  could  not  be  decently  avowed  opehlyVand 
this  was  all  that  the  authors  could  propofc,' 'except 
their  penfions,'  which-  they  greatly  expefted/ ' ‘ After 
all  the  dufts  of  the  fchoolmen  and  cafuifts  had  been 
fwept  together,  and  thrown  in  the  eyes  6f  the  peo- 
ple, the  majority  ftrll  preferved  their  fight,  and  per- 
ceived the  defigns  of  ‘the  miniftry.  It  would  be  the 
greateft  infult  to  truth"  and  common  fenfe;  to  affirm 
that  the  arguments  on  both  fidcs  were  of  equal  force. 

There  were  htany  abfurd  things  faid  on  both  fides,  as 
will  often  happen  in  the  courfe  of  difputation,,  but  in 
forming  aueftimate  of  the  force  of  the  arguments,  a 
man  of  very  plain  uriderftahding  will  be  at  no  lofs,  (fet- 
ting  afide  private  fintereft  and  prejudice),  which  way 
to' detefrrtiiie.  Thofc  who  attempt  to  deftnd  the 
proceedings  of  either  party  in  all  paniculars,'  will 
find  it  a tafit  not  eafily  to  be  performed ; and  it  will 
fhew  more  of  partiality  than  good  fenfe,  to  affirm  that 

xherc  were  not  errors  on  both  fides. It  is  a part 

of  our  natural  infelicity  which  has  prevailed  forfome 
time  pad,  that  parties  in  oppofition  have  been  for 
defending  their  own  proceedings,  when  they  have  to- 
tally given  up  the  principles  by  which  they  only  could 
be  defended ; and  by  departing  from  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  charity,  have  made  no  allowances  for  the 
prejudices  and  weaknefs  of  their  opponents.  What 
has  much  aggravated  this  evil  is,  that  in  the  various 
difputcs  upon  this  fubjeft,  the  moral  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion  has  been  but  little  confidered.  Syftcms  of  po- 
licy,  or  of  goverment,  without  morality,  are  like  a 
body  without  a fpirii,  only  dead  and  beggarly  ele- 
ments, generated  by  corruption,  and  fupported  by  ob- 
I ftinacy.  Moral  privileges  arc  by  the  laws  of  nature  as- 
much  the  right  of  rational  creatures,  as  thofc  that  come 
uodcr  Uie  notioa  of  pohikalj  and  hutnan  policy,  with- 
out 
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-put  betag  built  upoa  moral  principled,  will  in  the  end 
bccoipe  like  a bafclcfs  fabric  of  a viiion,  vanifli  and 
Dot  leave  a wreck  behind  4t.  . The  bed  foundation  of 
government  and  policy,  is  truth  ; without  |hi^  they 
will  always  turn  tp  opprpffiqn. . . . 

This  year  the  miniftry  were  fo  bufdy  employed  in 
profecuting  the  printers  and  bookfellers  for  publifh- 
ing  libels,, and  the  magi(lrate^;of  the  city  of  London 
for  refuling  to.  execute  the  prders  of  the  Comtnon^ 
that  very  little  of  A*nerican  affairs  carac  befpre  par- 
lianxent.  It  may  not  be  unprofitable  in  this  chafm 
of  ftiodern  affairs  in  the  American  hiftory,  to  fiill  the 
b4nk  with  a few  particul^s  of  i the  ftne^nt  hiffpry  of 
.the  coljon.tcs,  And  as  this  hiffo^,  is  prinqpahy  iptendr 
cd  tp  recoM  the  wars  in  theweftern  part  of  tfie 
world,,  welhall  take  a fliortviewof  fomeof.thc  firft 
wars  with  the  Indians,  .yras, carried. on.  by  thn 

EngUlh  in  thofc  parts.  , , , 
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vieKV  of  the  frji  War  between  the  Cohnijls  and  ikf 
* natives — The  taking  of  Acadia^ An  attempt  upon' 
' Quebec,  &c,  ' • 


E are  fcarccly  fufEciently  informed  hy  tlie  an-' 
nals  of  ihofe’ times  concerning  the  true  caufe^  and, 
fprings  of  the  firft  Indian  war.  The  war  itfelf  is  fiif-’ 
ficiently  deferibed,  though  the  caufes  (lill  in  a great' 
mrafure  lie  bid.'  ' Two  things' feem  to  have  given  rife 
tb  thofe  blo'ody'and  cruel  meafures;  the  covetbufnefs^ 
of  the  cqloqiftsVand  the  treachery  of  the  French.  The’ 
new  colohid^  firehuchtly  in  the  extending  their  terri- 
tories, did  not  ftri^ly  obferve  the  lines  which'  bound-^ 
ed  ‘their  new  acquired  polTelfions,  and  frequendy 
were  found  making  encro^chmeqts  upon  the  poflef- 
fions  of  the  original  natives,  which  though  they  were 
very  jncpnfiderab)e,  were  magnified  by  the  French 
cmiffarics,  who  were  fcattered  among  the  Indians, 
as  the  mod 'atrocious  afts  of  injufticc  and  iniquity, 
'fhefe  emiflaries  ftirred  up  the  Indians,  who  were 
ilot  ill  to  irritate  againft  a people  for  whom  they  had 
but  little  regard,  and  againft  whom  their  own  private 
intereft  inclined,  them  to  believe  the  finalleft  accufa-* 
rons.  What  added  much  to  the  difguft  the  natives 
had  againft  the  colonifts,'  and  created  in  their  minds 
a very  ftfong  antipathy  againft  them,  was  the  prac- 
tice 
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tice  of  fome  occaflonal  traders,  who  came  upon  their 
coafls  without  defign  of  fettling.  Thcfe,  upon  occa- 
fions,  committed  depredations  and  enticed  fome  of 
the  Indians  aboard,  their  Ihips,^  and, carried  tliem  to 
Europe,  and  fold  them  for  flaves.  The  natives  who 
confidered  thofe  free-booters  as  friends  and  connec- 
tions of  the  colonifts,  mutually  engaged  in  the  fame 
defigns^f  plunder;  and  depredation,  were  determined, 
to  extirpate  this  new  race  of  people,  as  eneraies.to 
all  their  common  and  natural  rights.  . Their  minds 
could  not  fugged  any  other  reafon  why  they  came  to 
fettle  among  them,  except  to  invade  their  rights,  and 
feize  their  polTeflions. — Being  ignorant  of  their  lan- 
guage,^ and  uncapable,  of  underdandlng  on  a hidden 
ttieir^gns  and  fignatures  of  txpr^ffiofa,’ ^hey  inter- 
preted the  whole  as  tokens  of  hodyity,  or  f;gns  of  dif< 
limdlaTion.  ' . . ' i | . 

writers  of  the  .hidory  of  England  have 
draw;n  the  characters  of  the  Indians  pf^  ljjLpfe  times  ip. 
the  mod  frighful  and  forboding  c9lQur$..ij  , » They 
have  reprefemed  them  as  worfhipp^jtfo  of,  the  dexil, 
and  as  true  fubjeCts  of  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
aTr.-^  Cruel,  barbarous,,  unmerciful,  and  unrelenting. 
Among  the  various  tribes  of  thefc  infidel, favages,  nona 
were  more  pQwes;fpl,,  warlike,  and^  formidable  than 
the  nation  of  the  Pequqts^  wlych  between  thp, 
i\ara^anfets  and  the  .Thi,s  tt;bc  had  noty. 

btcbme  a terror  not  only  to  the  hew  fettlers,  but  to 

tlfc  Other  tribes  of  Indians  iti  their  nel^bourbood^ 
on  account  of  their  power,,  cruelty,  and  oppreflion., 

7*neir  ^rms  were  “almod  irrefidibJe,  and,  their  power  ' 
in'tplerdble  ; and  the  Ute  thefts  and  pillagings  oi  the 
EmIiIu  free  booters  had  encreafed  their  rage  to  the 
hjgn^.j  degree  of  revenge  and  refentraent.  It  yvas 
no'wpqder  that  the  cokmifts,  when  they  fell  in  their 
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■ Way,  felt  the  effefts  of  therr  Unbridled  fury  and  ■ re- 
venge. 

In  the  )rear  1634,  an  open  rupture  began  between 
' thefc  fierce  natives  and  the  colonifts.  A party  of  Ih- 
dians  attacked  Captain  Stone  and  Captain  Nortoh, 
when  they  were  failing 'up  the  river  ConnefticUt,’ and 

• killed  them,  wth  fix  men  who  were  in  company,  -and 
funk  the  veflcl  in  the  river.  Hifiorians  do  not  inforhi 
us  whether  thefc  gentlemen  were  failing  within -the 
boundaries  of  the ‘colony,  or' were  for  the  fake  ^Pf 
fifliing,  or  for  fome  other  reafon's,  beyond  the'line'6f 
agreement.  It  was  a praftice  fo  frequently  purfo*^ 
by  the  colonifts,  to  proceed  beyond'  the ' bounds "bf 
their  purchafe,  that  the  natives  often  complained  ''of 
the  encroachments  which  they  made  upon  their  pdf- 
feflions.  Whatever  was  the  caufe  of  thefe  hoftilities, 

• the  truth  is,  that  the  Indians  began  now  to  take  a moft 
fevere  revenge.  Thefe  fa vages  attacked  the  crew  of 
a veflel  that  were  caft  upon  Long-Ifland,  and  killed 
fcvcralofthe  men;  and  in  1636,  they  boarded  a 
(hip  near  Block  Ifiand,  killed  the  captain,  and  -com-* 
mitted  feveral  more  outrages.  The  colonifts  finding 
that  this  Indian  war  turned  more  ferious  that!  they 
expefted,  began  to  confidcr  upon  fome  fuitable  iftc- 
thods  of  defence,  us  weM  as  ofFenfive  projects,-  to  an- 
noy thofe  cruel  and  barbarous  aflailants.  The  go- 
vernor and  council  of  Bofton  fent  an  hundred  an'd 
twenty  men,  under  the  command  of  the  ’Captains’ 
Tndicot,  Underhill,  and  Turner; — who  'boldly  at- 
tacked the  Indians,  who  left  their  huts,  and  retired 

' to  the  fwamps  and  woods  for  their  fafety  and  prefef- 

• vation.  Before  this  army  proceeded  any  further, 
'^theyfent  a melTage  to  the  Pequots,  defiring  them  to 
deliver  op  the  murderers,  who  were  the  occafion  'df 
ihci  Walrj-  that  the  innocent  might  not  bc  ioTotveU 

with 
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. with  the  guilty  in  the  cahraity  of  war. . Thefc  fierce 
and  furious  people  cither  confidered  their  caufe  to 
• be  juft,  or  were  determined,  at  all  events,  to  fupport 
fheir  brethren  in  the  caufe  they  were  now  engaged 
^ in.  They  would  lifieq  to  no  propofals  of  accommo- 
'dation,  but  werd  determined  to  carry  on  the  war. 
Their  refufal  brought  on  a/kirmilh,  in  which  the  ira- 
tives  were  defeated,  and  all  their  huts  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  their  corn  were  deftroyed.  Thefc 
fkirmiihes  were  only  prefaces  to  a more  bloody  war 
that  now  followed,  which  was  carried  on  with  great 
fury  and  barbarity  on  the  fide  of  the  natives.  Tbd 
prifoners  which  fell  into  their  hands,  were  tortured 
in  the  mod  (hocking  and  inhamao  manner,  and  put 
to  all  the  extremities  of  pain  that  wanton  ^)arbarity 
could  devile.  Maids  and  children  were  roafted  alivc,( 
and  the  barbarous  favages  all  the  while  mocking 
their  pains,  and  ridiculing  their  geflures  and  e.xprcf- 
fions  of  agony. 

ThisnationofPequots  joined 'policy  and  craft  lO 
their  barbarity  and  cruelty ; they  at  this  time  devifed 
a fcheme,  which  had  it  taken  place,  mud  have  totad< 
ly  deftroyed  ail  the  infant  colonies.  They  (ent  .Talks 
to  all  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  of  their  acquaint- 
ance, fatting  forth  the  neceftity  of  an  aflbeiation  among 
themfelves,  to  extirpate  this  new  race  of  people, 
which  might  be  eafily  done,  by  a confederacy  of  the 
various  tribes,  before  the  colonifts  were  provided  for 
a defence,  or  were  grown  ftrong  by  an  increafe  of 
their  numbers ; that  by  one  decilive  blow,  they  had 
it  now  in  their  power  to  free  themfelves  of  neigh- 
bours, who,  if  they  were  not  at  this  time  fubdued, 
would  in  a fhort  time  become  their  maftersy  and  de- 
prive them  of  all  their  poflfeflions..  This  was  a .jhioft 
judicious  and  political  fcheme,  and  would  have,  pro- 
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proved  the  total  ruin  of  the  New  England  colonies. 
This  fchcme  was  however  fruftrated,  by  providence, 
through  the  antipathy  of  the  reft  of  the  tribes  to 
thefe  Pcquots.  The  other  Indian  nations  had  fuf- 
fered  fo  feyerely  at  the  hands  of  thefe  oppreflbrs, 
that  they  were  determined  to  leave  theratothemfelves, 
and  the  event-  of  the  war  which  they  were  engaged 
in.  1 hey  took  pleafure  in  feeing  a people  crufhed, 
that  had  behaved  fo  tyrannically  to  the  reft  of  their 
brethren ; and  inftcad  of  aft'ording  them  afliftance, 
indulged  a fecret  pleafure  at  their  ruin  and  dcftruc- 
tion.  ■ r . - I 

The  Ehglifli  coJonifts  knowing  both  the  power  and 
enmity  oftliefefavages, railed  forces  withall  expedition 
for  their  own  defence,  with  a defign,  if  poflible,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war,  by  extirpating  that  revengeful 
‘tribe  of  Indians.  With  an  army  of  about  700  men, 
of  which  500  were  Indians  of  the  Naraganfet  tribes, 
the  reft  were  colonifts,  they  advanced  to  the  enemy’s 
country.  Their  commanders  were  Ifrael  Stoughton, 
Captain  Underhill,  an3  Captain  John  Mafon  Un- 
derhill and  Mafon  marched  before  the  other  troops 
could  join  them,  and  advanced  in  fearch  of  SalTacus, 
the  grand  Sachem  of  the  Pequots,  who  had  retired 
with  his  men  into  what  he  thought  an  impregnable 
fortrefj.  The  Naraganfet  Indians,  upon  hearing  of 
the  name  of  Saflacus,  fell  , a trembling,  and  would 
not  advance  ; they  faid  he  was  a god,  and  no  man 
could  kill  him  : They  were  therefore  of  no  ufe  in 
this  e.'tpedition.  The  officers  with  their  fmall  hand- 
ful of  troops,  under  the  dirc£Hon  of  an  Indian  fpy, 
W’hich  they  had  fent  to  fearch  for  the  Pequots,  came 
upon  them  by  furprife,  and  entered  their  fort  fword 
in  hand;  after  making  prodigious  flaughter  among 
the  favages,  they  fci  fire  to  the  fort,  and  totally  de: 
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Aroyed  it.  On  this  occafion,  fix  hundred  Indians  of  the 
tribe  of  Peqoots  were  flain,  and  only  two  men  of  theco- 
lonifts.  Of  the  whole  forces  in  this  fort  only  eight  efca- 
ped  to  carry  the  tidings  of  the  difafter  to  their  friends. 
The  heat  of  the  aftion,  and  the  want  of  provifion  had 
now  greatly  exbaufted  the  ftrength  of  the  colonifts, 
which  would  have  proved  fatal  to  them,  had  not  fome 
veffels  arrived  with  pfovifions  in  Pequot  harbour  in 
the  very  lime  of  need,  and  in  the  midft  of  their  dif- 
trefs.  This  fupply  refrelhcd  their  fpirits,  and  pre- 
pared them  for  another  (harp  encounter  which  foon 
happened.  There  was  another  Indian  fort  at  fome' 
drftance,  whither  the  news  had  been  carried  of  the 
defeat  of  their  troops,  and  the  deftruftion  of  their 
fort : In  this  fort  of  fortrefs,  there  were  upwards 
ef  three  hundred  favages  of  the  beft  troops  ‘of  the 
Pequots.  Thefe  advanced  with  all  expedition  to  re- 
venge the  death  of  their  friends,  and  attacked  the 
colonifts  with  great  fury.  But  they  met  with  fuch  a 
warm  reception,  that  they  betook  themfebes  to  a 
fwamp,  after  leaving  a great  number  dead  upon  the 
fpot.  The  former  defeat  of  their  friends,  and  the  re- 
pulfe  they  now  met  with,  in  a great  meafure  damped 
their  courage,  they  expreffed  their  chagrin  and  dif- 
appointment  with  moft  pKiful  howling  and  cries,  ac- 
cording to  the  manner  of  their  country.  By  this 
time  the  Captains  Patriok  and  Stoughton  came  up 
with  the  forces  of  the  Maffachufets  bay,  which  was  a 
feafonable  reinforcement  to  the  Connefticut  forces, 
which  were  now  both  much  fatigued,  and  many  of 
them  wounded  in  the  two  foregoing  Ikirmiftics.  There 
were  ftill  a great  number  of  the  Pequot  favages  fckl- 
tered  in  different  parties,  concealed  in  fwamps  and 
thickets,  lying  ready  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of 
revenge ; but  when  they  perceived  this  new  rcinforce- 
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ment  of  the  colonifts,  they  fled  to  the  fort  where  Saf- 
facus  had  taken  refuge,  and  upbraided  him  as  the 
caufe  of  the  late  difafters,  and  of  their  total  ruin.  Se- 
veral hundreds  of  thefe  miferable  creatures  were  ta- 
ken by  Captain  Stoughton  ; the  women  were  carried 
captives,  and  the  men  put  aboard  of  a fbip  of  one 
Skipper  Geelop,  where  they  all  perillied,  by  what 
accident  hiftorians  do  not  inform  us.  During  this 
war,  thirteen  of  their  Sachems,  or  little  kings,  were 
flain,  and  Saflacus  was  betrayed,  and  at  lafl  put  to 
death  by  the  Maqua  Indians,  a tribe  of  favage  Canni- 
bals, to  whom  he  had  fled  for  fafety.  How  far  the 
necelTity  of  the  cafe  might  jullify  the  conduft  of  the 
colonifts  ioithis  war,  I will  not  pretend  to  fay,  but  it 
appears  to  have  been  carried  on  with  a vigour  which  v 
approached  very  near  to  an  excefs  of  feverity.  This 
war  was  foon  ended,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  Pequots 
extirpated.  From  the  beginning  to  the  finifhing 
thereof,  three  years  were  not  fully  elapfed. 

In  the  year  X638,  another  Indian  war  had  well 
nigh  broke  out,  on  account  of  feme  Englilh  vaga- 
bonds having  murdered  an  Indian  in  the  woods.  This 
favage  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  the  Naraganfets, 
which  on  ^his  occafion  began  to  rife,  but  the  war  was 
prevented  by  the  punifhment  of  the  murderers,  and 
proper  fatisfaftion  was  given  to  the  injured  party. 
What  moll  flruck  the  Indians  on  this  ocqafion  was, 
that  all  the  three  men  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
murder,  were  executed,  which  they  confidered  as  an 
excefs  of  juftice.  Although  there  were  many  jcaloufies 
and  fufpicions  between  tlie  colonifts  and  the  natives, 
yet  from  this  time,  till  1674,  there  was  no  open  war. 
Matters  were  always  fettled  in  foch  a manner,  that 
the  general  tranquility  was  preferved.  In  1674,  one 
John  Saufman,  an  Indian  preacher,  wlio  had  been 
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fent  to  preach  the  Gofpel  among  the  Indians,  inform- 
ed the  governor  of  Plymouth,  that  Philip,  an  Indian 
king,  near  mount  Hope,  with  fevcral  other  tribes, 
had  formed  a plot  to  extirpate  the  Englifti  through- 
out the  country.  Soon  after  this,  Saufman  was  mur- 
dered, and  his  body  found  in  a pond,  and  his  hat 
and  gun  upon  die  ice.  Upon  enquiry,  it  was  found 
that  one  Tobias,  a counfellor  of  Philip,  had  murdered 
him,  and  thrown  him  into  the  pond,  to  prevent  a dif- 
covery.  The  murderer  was  punUhed,  as  he  deferved, 
but  Philip  continued  to  carry  on  his  plot ; and  in  the 
month  of  June,  this  year,  began  die  hoftilities,  by 
plundering  the  plantations  near  Mount  Hope.  The 
governor,  to  prevent  the  further  pillagings  of  the  In- 
dians, fent  oat  a fmall  army  to  proteft  the  plantation, 
and  to  defend  it  againft  the  defigns  of  Philip.  As 
every  thing  had  the  appearance  of  a war,  and  hofti- 
lities were  begun,  the  colony  of  Plymouth  appointed 
a day  of  falling  and  humiliation,  to  alk  the  Divine  aid 
and  aftiftance  againft  their  cruel  and  favage  enemies. 
On  this  occafion  they  had  given  no  offence  to  thefe 
new  foes,  and  therefore  could  with  confidence  appeal 
to  heaven  concerning  thejuftnefs  of  their  caufe.  But 
as  the  beft  of  men,  and  the  moft  righteous  caufe  are 
liable  to  particular  misfortunes  in  the  courfe  of  pro- 
vidence, fo  thefe  colonifts  upon  the  very  day  of  their 
humble  devotion  were  affaulted  by  their  enemies.  The 
inhabitants  of  Sivnazey,  in  returning  from  prayers, 
were  attacked  by  fome  lurking  Indians,  when  fome 
were  killed,  and  feveral  wounded.  This  both  alarm- 
ed and  roufed  the  colonifts,  who  now  thought  that 
their  fafety  and  prefervation  depended  upon  their  ac- 
tivity, and  the  vigour  of  the  meafures  which  they 
purfued.  Upon  the  26th  of  June,  a company  of 
horfe,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Thomjt?  Prep- 
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tice,  and  another  of  foot,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Daniel  Henchman',  marched  from  Boil  on  to 
Mount  Hope.  They  were  afterwards  joined  by  a 
company  of  volunteers,  under  Captain  Mollcy,  and 
•mother  comixiny  of  foot  from  Swanfey,  under  Cap- 
tain Cudworth.  Upon  the  28th,  they  Tent  out  a 
fcout  of  twelve  men  to  fee  if  they  could  difeover  the 
cuerny,  who  were  Toon  acquainted  with  their  firua- 
tion,  by  adifeharge  of  mufquetry  from  a thicket,  with 
which  one  was  killed  and  another  wounded.  The  re- 
maining ten,  inllcad  of  retreating  to  their  main  body, 
pulhed  boldly  forward  and  attacked  the  Indi.ans,  and 
put  tlicm  to  flight,  though  their  numbers  tvere  ten 
times  more  than  this  fmall  rcconoitcring  party.  The 
main  body  of  the  colonids  next  morning  charged  the 
Indians  in  their  quarters,  routed  them,  and  pyc  tliem 
toflighr;  upon  v.h'ch  their  wliole  country  was  left 
open  to  this  victorious  army.  In  the  quarters  ot  this 
enemy  were  found  the  mangled  bodies  of  feveral 
Englillimcn,  whofe  lieads  were  thick  upon  poles,  and 
Bibles  torn  in  pieces,  in  contempt  of  their  religion. 
In  the  uigwanu:  of  the  enemy  were  found  all  the  fig- 
patures  of  hurrv  and  a precipitate  retreat.  Pliilip 
now  fled  from  thefe  parrs,  hut  was  the  occafion  of 
feveral  more  bloody  conflicts,  which  in  the  ifTuc  ruin- 
ed Ids  caui'e,  and  was  tlie  real'on  of  many  Indians  lo- 
ling  their  lives. 

It  is  really  amazing  in  the  hiftory  of  tliis  war  wliat 
remarkable  defeats  were  given  to  large  bodies  of  In- 
dians, by  mere  handfuls  of  coloni'ds.  though  they 
were  armed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fought  with  the 
fame  w'capons.  In  an  open  field,  a very  fmall  party 
of  Englilh  would  often  defeat  ten  times  their  own 
number,  and  tlic  enemy  leave  a tbird  part  oi  their 
forces  dead  in  the  field  of  battle.  Were  I to  mcn- 
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tion  the  feveral  particular  engagements  in  which  fif- 
teen have  routed  an  hundred  and  forty-five,  I fliould 
certainly,  in  this  fceptical  age,  be  accufed  of  a great 
degree  of  credulity.  This  war,  which  was  princi- 
pally carried  on  in  the  way  of  bulh-fighting,  was  ex- 
ceeding bloody TjQth  to  the  colonifisand  the  Indians. 
Many  of  the  , new  built  town^  were  burnt,  and  the 
plantations  laid  wafte,  the  inhabitants  were  often  in- 
ftantly  put  to  death,  or  carried  captive,  and  referved 
for  the  molt  lingering  and  excruciating  torture  ; and 
confidering  the  infant  ftate  of  thofe  plaqtations,  it 
was  next  to  a miracle  that  they  were  not  totally  ex- 
tirpated by  fuch  numerous  and  powerful  enemies,  who 
were  formidable  of  themfelves,  and  fometimes  aflilled 
by  the  French. 

Philip,  who  had  been  the  original  caufe  of  this 
bloody  war,  fled  from  one  tribe  to  another,  as  the 
chance  of  war  and  the  various  accidents  of  his  fortune 
obliged  him  ; and  fuch  was  his  inveterate  and  unre- 
lenting enmity  againft  the  colonifts,  that  in  all  parts 
whither  he  fled,  he  endeavoured  to  make  the  people 
parties  in  the  war  againllthe  Englifli.  As  his  revenge 
was  excellive,  the  fchemes  of  his  policy  were  deep, 
and  often  concerted  with  a fagacity  which  more  civi- 
lized and  enlightcd  politicians  wpuld  have  marked 
i with  the  epithets  pf  wifdom. — But  as  he  paid  no  re- 
gard to  the  moral  principles  of  government,  when  he 
purfued  the  di£hites  of  his  fury  and  revenge,  he  at 
lalt  laid  a fiiare  in  which  he  hirafclf  was  entangled, 
and  which  proved  the  ruin  of  his  caufe.  To  provoke 
■ the  Maquas,a  neighbouring  tribe,  againllthe  colonills, 
he  fet  upon  fome  of  their  people  in  the  woods  and 
killed  them,  and  then  pnblillied  that  the  Englifli  had 
done  it ; but  as  fuch  daring  wickednefs  feldompalTes 
unpunilhed,  providence  laid  open  his  fchemes,  and  ex- 
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pofed  the  "whole  of  his  dcfigns.  One  of  the  Maquas 
people,  whom  Philip  thought  had  been  killed,  was 
only  dangeroufly  wounded,  who  informed  his  nation 
of  the  real  after  in  that  tragedy.  This  excited  the 
revenge  of  the  whole  tribe,  who  fell  upon  Philip, 
and  deftroyed  many  of  his  people,  and  would  have 
difpatched  himfelf,  had  he  not  fled,  and  taken  (helter 
in  Mount  Hope,  from  whence,  in  a ftiort  time  he  "w  as 
alfo  forced  to  flee.  This  defperate  Indian  was  as 
fuperftitious  as  he  was  revengeful ; he  believed  in  all 
the  prognoftications  of  his  magicians  and  pavnvaws, 
and  from  an  alTurance  of  one  of  their  prophecies, 
was  perfuaded  that  no  Englifhman  could  kill  him. 
He  was  at  laft  fhot  through  the  body  by  an  Indian  in 
the  fervicc  of  the  colonies,  and  expired  foon  after  in 
the  very, place  where  he  had  firfl  concerted  the 
fcheme  of  extirpating  the  colonifts,  and  his  head  was 
carried  to  Plymouth.  The  people  of  New  England 
at  this  time  made  an  obfervation  with  regard  to  the 
ftate  of  their  affairs,  which  perhaps  will  hold  in  ge- 
neral with  regard  to  all  countries  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion.  They  took  notice,  that  till  once  they  began  to 
reform  their  manners,  and  obferve  the  inftitutlons  of 
the  Gofpel  with  more  exaftnefs,  that  they  never  prof- 
pered  in  purfuing  this  war ; but  after  they  began  in 
earneft  to  reform  abufes,  and  obferve  the  moral  in- 
rtitntions  of  God  in  fincerity,  their  afl'airs  took  quite 
a different  turn,  and  they  profpered  in  their  underta- 
kings. ■ It  may  be  neceffary  to  obferve  here,  how  all 
parties  in  all  nations  are  ready  to  declare  others  in  a 
ftate  of  rebellion,  thatoppofe  the  racafures  they  are 
fond  of  purfuing. 

Cotton  Mather  in  his  Hiftoryof  New  England  ob- 
ferves,  that  on  Septemlier  the  6th,  1676,  four  hun- 
dred Indians  were  furprifed  in  Q^cchcho,  of  which, 
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one  hair  had  L-een  acceflary:  to  the  late  rebellion,  and 
For  that  reafon  were  fedd  for  llaves*  . As  thcfc  natives 
were  not  the  fubjefts  of  England,  nor  of  the  c6lo- 
uifts,  it  was  impoilible  that  they  could  be  rebels-  in,  the 
common  acceptation  of  that:  word^  If  the  colonills 
claimed  all  that  country  as  their  own,  their  claim  iwas 
tinjun:,  and  the  refdlance  of  the  natives  was  lawful  de- 
fence againll  invaders:  or  if  the  Indians  attackedithe 
Englilh  iinjuhly,  it  was  ah  unlawful  invallon,  but  not 
a rebellion  of  f’ubjcfts  againll  lawful  government.!  .;i 
One  of  the  moll  remarkable  adtions  in  thb  \tar^ 
was  an  attack  upon  a fort  in  the  country  of  tlic  Na- 
raganletS,  which  lies  call  of  ConncdticUt  river,  and 
fpiuh  of  Patufet.'  The  colonills  of  New. England  had- 
ing themfelves  harraifed dxy  ihofe  tribes  in  tbEtmeigh- 
bourhood,  refolved  upon  giving  them  qn  ^dfeftual 
overthrow,  that  in  time,  coming  they  inighs  behave 
with  more  civility;to  their  neighbours.  Having  muf* 
tered  an  army  of  Ijfceeu  Imndfed  men,  they  marched 
in  the  middle  of  winter  into  their  enemies!  country, 
in  the  midll  of  froll  and-fnpw,  and  came  upon  one  of 
their  principal  forts  byfurprife,  which  they*carricd, 
after  much  Haugliter  on  both  fides.  This  fort  was 
fttiiated  upon  au  illand  of  about  fix  acres,  in  thc.mid- 
dle  of  a fwamp,  to  which  there  was  only  accefs  one 
way,  which  was  by  pafilng  along  a fmgle  tree,  where 
only  one  perl'on  could  pal’s,  with  difficulty, 

i^n  Indian,  whofe  name  was  Peter,  who  had  taken 
fome  difgull  at  his  tribe,  was  guide  to  the  New 
England  forces,  and -led  them  to  this  fortrefs.  This 
deferter  Ihewed  them  a certain  place  in  the  foreil, 
where,  by  throwing  four  cr  five  trees,  about  a foot 
from  the  ground,  over  the  fwamp,  they  might  attack 
the  garrilon  with  good  hopes  of  fucceeding.  'Ihis 
was  the  .only  place,  whgve  it  iippeareJ  vulnerable, 
* ' though 
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though  over  againlt  this  paiTage  there  was  a block- 
houfe,  which  rendered  the  attempt  exceedingly  dan^ 
gerous.  Thecolonids  began  the  attack  at  one  o’clock, 
which  was  led  on  by  Captain  MoQey  and  Captain  Da- 
▼enporr,  ho  rhflied  into  the  fort,  wheh  a bloody 
conflict  began.  Six  of  the  principal  officers  were  kill- 
ed in  the  firfl  aflault,  and  a great  many  of  their  pri- 
vate men ; but  they  at  laft  carried  the  fortrefs,  and 
flew  above  feven  hundred  Indians  iii  arms.  The  reft 
fled,  and  betook  themfclves  to  a cedar  fwamp,  at  forac 
diftance,  whither  the  colonifts  did  not  purfue  them. 
This  expedition  was  commanded  by  Jofiah  Winflow, 
Efq;  who  had  under  him  many  brave  and  intrepid  of- 
ficers, who  behaved  with  a gallantry  that  would  have 
done  honour  to  a Roman  legion;  1 he  Indians  in  this 
fhori  fiege  had  feven  hundred  men  killed,  and  three 
hundred  mortally  wounded,  befides  old  men,  women, 
and  children  that  were  prefled  to  death  in  the  midft 
of  the  encounter^  Of  the  New  England  forces,  eighty- 
five  were  flain,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  wounded. 
The  other  exploits  during  this  war  confided  chiefly  in 
the  burning  of  towns,  and  laying  wafte  of  villages, 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and  of  defeating  fraall  par- 
ties of  the  enemy,  on  the  part  of  the  colonlds.  Od 
ihefe  occafions,  many  defperate  aftions  were  perform- 
ed ; which  thofe  that  are  accuftomed  to  the  hiethod 
of  carrying  on  war  in  Europe,  would  fcarccly  be  able 
to  give  credit  to,  were  it  not  that  they  are  too  well 
authenticated  to  be  called  in  queftion.  In  thofe  encoun- 
ters with  the  Indians , the  colonifts  Ihewed  an  uncommon 
bravery,  and  were  never  afraid  to  engage  three  times 
their  own  number  in  the  open  field,  at  the  fame  wea- 
pons. Nor  in  general  can  it  be  affirmed,  that  they 
coveted  War  merely  for  the  fake  of  dominion.  The 
only  error  that  they  appear  to  have  fallen  into  in  car- 
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rying-  on  their  wars,  fcems  to  have  been,  a defire  to 
enlarge  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  ma- 
king conquefts  for  their  mother  country,  which  they 
delivered  up  to  the  dlfpoial  of  her  government. 

In  the  month  of  April,  169,0,  a naval  force,  with  fevea 
hundred  troops,  under  the  command  of  Sir  William 
Phipps,  failed  from  Nantalket,  in  New  England,  with 
orders  to  feize  the  French  fettlements  in  Nova  Scotia, 
then  called  Acadia,  which  they  attacked,  and  had 
them  delivered  up  to  King  William,  whom  the  colo- 
nifts  in  thofe  parts  had  acknowledged  as  their  Ibve- 
reign.  The  reafon  of  this  expedition,  feems  to  have 
been  to  diftrefs  the  French,  who  at  this  time  flirred 
up  the  Indians  again!!  the  colonifts,  under  the  pre- 
sence that  they  were  rebels  again!!  their  fovereign, 
and  furniflied  them  with  arms  and  ammunition  ; with 
which  they  did  great  damage  to  the  planters.  The 
colonifts  confidered  this  method  as  the  moft  effeftual 
to  put  an  end  to  the  war ; for,  provided  they  could 
once  fubdue  the  French,  or  drive  them  from  their 
fettlements,  they  knew  that  the  Indians  would  foon 
be  overcome.  Sir  William  Phipps,  with  a fleet  of 
thirty  fail  of  fliips,  failed  from  New  England  to  Que- 
bec, but  did  not  arrive  till  the  7th  of  Oftober,  when 
the  fro!!  was  fetting  in.  This  expedition  was  intend- 
ed to  fupport  an  army  of  land  forces  that  were  ta 
march  from  New  York,  of  fome  colonifts  and  Chri- 
ftian  Indians.  After  fome  bold  efforts,  this  attempt 
mifcarried  ; but  who  was  to  blame,  is  not  eafily  learn- 
ed from  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times.  It  isw'ell  known, 
that  although  this  expedition  mifcarried,  the  French 
were  in  great  terror,  and  expefted  nothing  lefs  than- 
to  be  driven  cut  of  Canada.  This  ftiews  what  the 
colonifts  were  then  able  to  attempt,  without  any  af- 
uftancc  from  the  mother  country. 
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Befides  the  agency  of  the  French,  there  were  other 
reafons  which  the  Indians  gave  for  this  war  with  the 
.colonifts.  They  alledged  that  the  Englifh  refufed  to 
pay  the  yearly  tribute  of  corn,  agreed  upon  at  the 
conclufioH  of  the  peace — that  they  hindered  them 
from  catching  fifii  in  Sago  river,  by  the  nets,  which 
hindered  the  fifti  from  coming  where  they  were  wont 
to  come.  They  faid,  though  the  colonifts  had  got 
their  lands,  they  imagined  the  fifties  in  the  rivers  had 
been  ftill  their  privilege.  But  the  greateft  grievance 
of  all,  was  the  giving  patents  for  lands  which  belong- 
ed to  them  ; this  incenfed  them  greatly.  And  it  muft 
be  allowed  that  neither  the  people  of  Old  or  New 
England  had  any  right  to  give  any  perfons  patents  to 
the  lands  of  the  Indians  without  their  confent.  It 
is  a ftrange  method  of  reafoning,  that  is  ufed  by  many 
felfifh  politicians,  that  European  fovereigns,  becaufe 
fbme  their  fubjefts  take  poffefllon  of  feme  parts  of 
a continent,  that  therefore  they  may  portion  out  the 
whole  to  their  friends,  according  to  their  good  will 
and  pleafure.  Yet  this  is  the  force  of  all  the  argn- 
ments  of  either  the  French  or  the  Englifli  for  their 
fight  of  polfelfion  of  many  parts  of  the  world. 

What  gave  the  firft  and  moft  confiderable  influence 
to  the  Indian  war,  was  the  behaviour  of  the  French 
in  Canada. — Thefe  ambitious  Gauls  had  no  fooner 
made  a fettkment  in  thofe  parts  of  the  weftern  world, 
than  they  began  to  make  conquefts,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  fubjed  the  Indians  to  the  French  dominion. 
When  thefe  natives  found  themfelves  in  a fitnation  to 
refift  the  power  of  France,  they  defended  their  own 
rights,  and  made  reprifals  upon  the  fnemy  j and  fre- 
quently were  fo  fuccefsful,  that  notwithftanding  the 
French  having  the  advantage  of  fire  arms,  they  were 
defeated  by  the  Indians,  with  great  lofs,  and*  pot  in 
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fear  of  lofing  their  own  dominions.  The  five  nations 
as  they  are  called,  of  Sinekas,  Cayugas,  Onoidos, 
Onadagues,  and  Mohawks,  which  lie  fouth  eail  of 
the  lal^  Ontorip,  and  north  well  from  New  York 
and  Albany,  were  zealous  oppofers  of  the  French 
dominion.  Thefe  tribes  were  united  among  them- 
felves  upon  the  mod  liberal  principles  of  freedom  and 
liberty,  and  abhorred  all  forts  of  flavery  to  fu«b  a de« 
grce,  that  they  would  not  even  cnflave  a captive. 
Such  were  their  ideas  of  liberty  and  judice,  that  whea 
^ certain  man  broke  the  jail  of  New  York  and  fled  ip 
the  five  nations,  that  they  paid  his  debt,  but  would 
not  deliver  up  hi?  perfon,  but  adopted  him  into  theif 
tribes,  and  made  him  free.  La^cedcmon,  in  the  very 
height  of  its  glory,  did  not  excel  the  five  nations  ip 
their  ideas  of  liberty.  It  was  no  wonder  that  a peo- 
ple fo  zealous  for  freedom  fhould  have  had  an  hearty 
averfion  to  a nation  which,  for  many  ages,  attempted 
to  make  flaves  of  all  the  world. 

The  Dutch  who  fettled  at  New  York,  1609,  about 
fix  years  after  the  French  came  to  Canada,  made  no 
attempts  of  conquell,  but  lived  peaceably  with  the 
five  nations,  and  carried  on  trade : between  the  Dutch 
and  thefe  Indians,  there  was  a perfeft  fricndfliip.  The 
Englilh,  who  fucceeded  to  the  Dutch  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  New  York,  pbfen'ed  nearly  the  fame  plan, 
between  whom  and  the  five  nations,  there  continued 
a good  underfianding  for  many  years ; though  it  mull 
be  granted  that  the  Englilh  did  not  fupport  the  prin- 
ciples of  fricndfliip  with  the  fame  ardour  and  zeal  that 
the  five  nations  fupported  it,  yet  the  alliance  which 
the  Englilh  entered  into  with  the  five  nations  was 
never  broken  on  their  part  for  the  fpace  of  fixiy  years. 
This  may  plainly  teach  us,  that  had  the  European 
ChrilUans  been  as  honcfl  and  faithful  as  the  Inmans 
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of  the  fire  nations,  there  would  have  been  no  occa- 
pn  for  fnch  horrid  wars,  as  have  often  happened  in 
thofe  parts  of  the  world. 

The  colonifts  of  New  England,  after  many  bloody 
fkirmilheswith  the  French  and  eaftern  Indians,  where- 
in many  lives  were  loft  on  both  fidcs,  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  five  nations  at  Albany,  in  the  year 
1689.  The  reafon  of  this  treaty,  upon  the  part  of 
the  New  England  colonifts  was,  that  they  were  in- 
formed that  the  eaftern  Indians,  by  the  means  of  the 
French,  were  foliciting  a confederation  with  the  five 
nations,  which  they  very  wifely  conjeftured,  would 
not  be  for  the  intereft  of  the  Englilh,  nor  be  confift- 
cnt  with  their  fafety.  The  five  nations  had  been  for- 
midable to  the  French,  even  before  they  w’ere  in  pof- 
feflion  of  fire  arms,  and  now  that  they  were  fupplied 
with  thefe,  fttould  they  be  engaged  againft  the  Eng- 
Hfti,  they  would  be  very  dangerous  enemies.  For 
this  reafon  it  was  confidered  as  a piece  of  needful  po- 
licy, to  have  them,  if  polCble,  united  in  one  intereft 
with  New  England,  againft  the  French,  and  the  Indi- 
ans in  the  French  intereft.  The  agents  on  the  part 
of  New  England  were  Colonel  John  Pynchon,  Major 
John  Savage,  and  Captain  John  Bull,  and  on  the  fide 
of  the  five  nations  was,  Tahajadoris,  a Mohawk  Sa- 
chem. After  the  ufua!  formalities  on  fuch  occafions, 
Tahajadoris  addrefied  the  agents  in  the  following  man- 
ner : , 

“ Brethren,  you  are  welcome  to  this  houfc,  which 
is  appointed  for  our  treaties,  and  public  bufinefs  with 
the  Chriftians : We  thank  you  for  renew'ing  the  cove- 
nant chain.  It  is  now  no  longer  of  iron,  and  fubjccl 
to  ruft  as  formerly,  but  of  pure  filver,  and  includes  in 
it  all  the  King’s  fubjefts,  from  the  Senakas  country, 
caftv.’ard,  as  far  as  any  of  the  great  King’s  fubjefts 
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live,  and  fouthward  from  New  England  to  Virginia, 
Here  he  gave  a beaver. 

“ We  are  glad  to  hear  of  the  good  fuccefs  our 
great  King  has  had  over  the  French  by  fea,  in  taking 
and  finking  fo  many  of  their  men  of  war.  You  tell 
us  in  your  propofals  that  we  are  one  people ; let  us 
then  go  hand  in  hand  together,  to  ruin  and  deftroy 
the  French,  our  common  enemy.  Gives  another  bea- 
ver. The  covenant-chain  between  us  is  ancient,  as 
you  tell  us,  and  of  long  Handing,  and  ip  has  been  kept 
inviolably  by  us.  When  you  had  wars  fpraetime  ago 
with  the  Indians,  you  defired  us  to  help  you ; we  did 
it  readily,  and  to  the  purpofe,  for  we  purfued  them 
very  clofely  ; by  which  we  prevented  the  effufion  of 
much  blood.  This  was  a fign  that  we  loved  truly 
and  fincerely,  and  from  our  hearts — Gives  a belt. 

“ You  advife  us  to  purfue  our  enemies,  the  French, 
yigoroufly.  This  we  alTure  you  we  are  refolved  to 
do  to  the  utmoll  of  our  power  ; but  fince  the  French 
are  your  enemies  likewife,  we  defire  our  brethren  of 
the  three  colonies  to  fend  us  an  hundred  men  for  the 
fccurity  of  this  place,  which  is  ill  provided,  in  cafe  of 
an  attack  from  the  French- — The  Chriftians  have 
yifruals  enough  for  their  entertainment.  Gives  one 
belt. 

“ We  patiently  bore  many  injuries  from  the  French, 
from  one  year  to  another,  before  we  took  up  the  axe 
againft  them.  Our  patience  made  the  governor  of 
Canada  think  that  we  were  afraid  of  him,  and  durft 
not  refent  the  injuries  we  had  long  fuffered ; but  now 
he  is  undeceived.  We  afl'ure  you  that  we  are  refolv- 
cd  never  to  drop  the  axe  ; the  French  (hall  never  fee 
our  faces  in  peace  ; we  'fliall  never  be  reconciled  as 
long  as  one  Frenchman  is  alive  ; we  fliall  never  make 
peace,  thougn  our  nation  fliould  be  ruined  by  it,  and 
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every  one  of  us  cut  in  pieces.  Our  brethren  of  the 
three  colonies  may  depend  on  this — Gives  a beaver. 

“ As  to  what  you  told  us  of  the  Orvanagun^as  and 
Vrageesy  we  anfwer : that  we  were  never  fo  proud 
and  haughty  as  to  begin  a war  without  provocation. 
You  tell  us  that  they  are  treacherous  rogues.  We  be- 
lieve it ; and  that  they  will  undoubtedly  allift  the 
French.  If  they  fliall  do  this,  or  lhall  join  with  any 
©f  our  enemies,  either  French  or  Indians^  then  we 
will  kill  and  deftroy  them.” — Gives  a beaver. 

Then  the  Mohawks  offered  five  of  their  men  to 
guard  the  agents  home  againfl  any  of  their  Indian 
enemies,  who  they  were  afraid  might  be  lying  in  wait 
for  the  agents,  and  gave  a belt.  Then  the  fpeaker 
proceeded,  and  faid,  “ We  have  fpoke  what  we  had 
to  fay  of  the  war,  we  now  come  to  the  affairs  cf 
peace : we  promife  to  preferve  the  chain  inviolably, 
and  wifh  that  the  fun  may  always  Ihine  in  peace  over 
our  heads,  tlui  are  comprehended  in  this  chain.  We 
give  two  belts,  one  for  the  fun,  the  other  for  his 
beams.  We  make  faft  the  roots  of  the  tree  of  peace 
and  tranquillity,  which  is  planted  in  this  place.  Its 
roots  extend  as  far  as  the  outmofl  of  your  colonies. 
If  the  French  fhould  come  to  fhake  this  tree,  we 
Would  feel  it  by  the  motion  of  its  roots,  which  extend 
into  our  country.  But  we  trufi;  it  will  not  be  in  the 
governor  of  Canada’s  power  to  fhake  this  tree,  which 
has  been  fo  firmly  and  folong  planted  with  us.”— Gives 
two  beavers. 

Laftly,  he  defired  the  Magiflrates  of  Albany  to  re- 
member what  he  had  faid,  and  gave  them  a beaver. 
The  New  England  agents  were  not  fully  fatisfied  with 
all  that  the  Sachem  had  faid ; for  the  chief  thing 
they  wanted,  was  to  know  their  difpofition  concern- 
ing this  point.  The  five  nations  anfwered,  “We 
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cannot  declare  war  againft  the  eaftern  Indians,  for 
they  have  done  no  harm ; neverthclefs  our  brethrcd 
of  New  England  may  be  aifared,  that  we  will  live  and 
die  in  friendlhip  with  them.  When  we  took  up 
arms  againft  the  French  and  their  confederate.-,  wg 
did  not  make  war  with  them  at  the  perfuafions  of  oar 
brethren  here  ; for  they  did  not  fo  much  as  know  our 
intention  till  fourteen  days  after  our  army  had  begun 
to  march.”  ’ 

Thefe  Indians  whom  we  call  favages,  appear  in  many 
inftances  to  have  better  notions  of  juftice  than  the  po- 
Hte  and  civilized  Chriftians  in  Europe : they  confider 
war  as  unrighteous,  without  men  receive  injury, 
and  do  not  account  it  a fufficient  reafon  to  engage  in 
war  even  in  behalf  of  their  friends,  till  onefc  they  know 
the  grounds  of  the  controverfy. 

Among  all  the  Indian  tribes,  none  were  fuch  ene- 
mies to  the  Englifti  colonifts  as  thofe  who  were  called 
the  French  praying  Indians.  Thefe  being  perverted 
by  Jefuit  miflionaries,  who  not  only  poifoned  their 
minds  with  all  the  abfurdities  of  Popery,  but  inftiiled 
into  them  the  greateft  antipathy  againft  the  Englifti 
by  lyes  and  falfe  reprefentations.  Thefe  tribes  were 
fo  fully  under  the  French  influence,  that  they  took 
every  opportunity  to  harrafs  and  diftrefs  all  their 
neighbours  that  were  inclined  to  favour  the  Englifti. 
They  had  loft  their  former  bonefty  which  they  had 
while  they  were  Heathens,  and  were  become  fneh 
confummate  diflemblcrs,  that  there  was  no  depending 
upon  any  thing  they  faid. — And  what  rendered  them 
ftill  more  dangerous  and  abominable^  they  were  more 
barbarous  and  cruel  than  when  they  w'cre  profefled 
Infidels.  The  French  priefts  had  inftru£tcd  them  in 
none  of  thofe  principles  of  religion  and  humanity 
which  foften  the  heart,  and  footh  the  rugged  paflions 
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of  the  foul : tliey  had  ftill  concealed  from  them  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  pure  doftrines  of  morality  which 
they  contain,  and  only  taught  them  concerning  the 
infaliibilicy  of  the  Pope,  and  the  omnipotence  of  the 
French  king.  Thefe  miihonaries  of  Rome  in  the 
firft  inilance  tanght  them  that  all  the  E^glifit  were- he- 
retics, and  in  a (late  of  damnation  ; and  that  it  was  me- 
ritorious to  deftroy  as  many  of  them  as  they  were  dble ; 
and  that  cheating  them  i with  lyes  and  falfe  promifes, 
was  fo  far  from  being  a crime,  that  it  was  the  great- 
ell  virtue,  and  would  meet  with  an  ample  reward  in 
the  other  . world.  .Under  the  influence  of  fuch  tu- 
toca^,ik  was  no  wonder  that  a barbarous  and  fa- 
vage  people  turned  worie  than  they  were  before. 

One  .thing  which  often  rendered  the  colonifts 
V unfuccefsful  in  their  attempts  againtt  the  French  and 
Indians  was,'  the  negleft  or  incapacity  of  their  gover- 
nors, which  were  then  fent  from  Great  Britain.  As  it 
frequently  happened  that  ihofe  gentlemen  who  were 
appointed  to  thefe  offices  were  more  intent  in  purfuing 
their  own  intereft,  than  looking  alter  the  welfare  of 
the  colonics,  they  often  neglcfted  the  proper  mea- 
fures  neceflary  for  obtaining  their  welfare.  The 
colonifts  who  were  not  allowed  by  government 
to  interfere  in  that  department  which  belong- 
ed to  the  crown,  but  who  at  the  fame  time  fuffer- 
ed  by  the  mifconducl  of  its  fervants,  were  ready,  in 
their  hearts,  to  defpife  men,  whom  they  found  take 
upon  them  polls  of  importance  they  were  not  quali- 
fied to  fulfil.  Governors  appointed  by  authority,  at 
fo  great  a diftance,  and  not  connected  with  the  inha- 
bitants, by  the  common  ties  of  mutual  intereft,  unlefs 
they  are  both  men  of  good  fenfe  and  great  virtue,  will 
feldom  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  good  legillature.  When 
a government  intends  the  general  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, it  Ihould  lay  afide  all  partiality  in  the  appoint- 
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ment  of  men  to  offices  of  flate,  and  always  chufe  the 
> wifeft  and  bcft,  and  fuch  as  arc  fittell  for  the  depart- 
ment alCgneck  A particularacquaintance  with  the  peo- 
ple where  the  naagillifates  are  to  refidc  and  rule,aswell 
as  common  interefts  joined  together  with  theirs,  wilf 
. always  be  found  neceflary  to  make  men  acceptable  in 
. that  charaAer.  It  has  been  much  owing  to  the  Eng- 
. lifh  government  not  being  careful  in  this  particular, 

. that  fuch  difcord  has  arifcn  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  once  flourHhing  colonics. 

Before  we  return  to  the  regular  courfc  of  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  prefenc  war,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take 
a view  of'  the  conflitution  of  the  feveral  colonies  in 
America,  that,  by  examining  their  fundamental  rights 
; and  privileges,  we  may  be  able  to  judge  concerning 
‘ the  caufc  of  the  bloody  conteft  that  is  now  carrying 
•on.  • • 
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Chap.  VI. 


'The  government  and  conjlitution  of  the  Colonics^ — ef 
Rhode  IJIand, — Conr^dicuty — Virginiay-^PenJylvth 
nidy — Marylandy — Qeorgiay  &c. 

E have  already  taken  a view  of  the  conlTimtion 
of  the  colony  of  Maffachufcts  bay,  their  original  char- 
ter of  privileges,  and  the  tenure  by  which  they  hold 
their  right  of  pofleflion  of  their  lands  in  thofc  parts. 
It  was  not  long  after  the  firft  colonifts  fettled  in  Ame- 
rica, before  they  differed  concerning  fomc  points  of 
religion,  and  carried  their  contentions  fo  far  as  to 
pprfecute  thofe  who  could  not,  or  woi^ld  not  conform 
to  their  articles  of  faith.  This  barbarous  and  inhuman 
difpoCtion  proceeded  fo  far  as  not  only  to  make  them 
deny  the  piflenters,  from  their  creed,  the  privileges  of 
citizens,  but  alfo  to  banilh  them  opt  of  the  country, 
with  threatenings  of  feverc  puniflimcnt  provided  they 
fhould  return.  1 liis  violent  apd  intolerant  praftice, 
though  it  is  a feverc  rclBefHon  upon  the  charafter  of 
tbe  colonifls,  ip  the  epurfe  of  providence,  turned  out 
for  good  to  thpfe  who  were  perfecuted,  and  made 
them  feek  to  provide  for  themfelves  in  other  parts  of 
die  country,  which  they  would  not  have  thought  of 
in  an  ordinary  courfe  of  affairs.  It  was  for  the  rea- 
fons  jufl  now  mentioned,  that  fome  of  the  perfecuted 
colonifts,  in  the  year  i^>39,  began  a fetilement  in 
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Rhode  Ifland.  This  is  one  of  the  fmalleft  provinces,  of 
which  New  England  is  compofed.  It  lies  off  Mount 
Hope,  and  confifls  of  a fraall  ifland  of  that  name,  and 
is  the  old  plantation  of  Providence.  This  Ifland,  from 
whom  the  Province  has  its  name,  lies  in  Naraganfet 
bay,  and  is  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  miles  in  length, 
and  four  or  five  in  breadth.  This  ifland  is  one  of  the 
inoft  beautiful  and  pleafant  parts  in  New  England. 
On  account  of  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  foil,  and  lem- 
peratonefs  of  the  climate,  it  is  called  by  fomc  the  Pa- 
radife  of  New  England  ; for  though  it  does  not  lie 
above  6o  miles  fouth  of  Boflon,  it  is  much  warmer  in 
winter,  being  furrounded  by  the  fea,  and  not  fo  affedled 
by  land  breezes  as  the  neighbouring  parts  on  the  con- 
tinent. There  was  a very  confiderable  trade  carried 
on  before  the  war  in  this  ifland  with  the  fugar  colo- 
nies, with  butter  and  cheefe,  horfes,  flieep,  beef, 
fork,  timber,  and  frames  for  houfes.  Thefreenefs  of 
the  fituation  in  procefsof  time  invited  fo  many  planters 
to  this  ifland,  that  it  was  foon  overflocked,  and  fome 
of  them  purchafed  land,  and  built  the  towns  of 
i^rovidence  and  Warw'lck.  What  contributed  much 
to  the  population  of  this  colony  was,  the  free  unliini- 
ted  toleration  that  v.’as  granted  in  it,  to  all  forts  of 
religious  profeffions.  ‘ This  praffice  of  toleration  will 
always  have  a great  influence,  both  upon  the  encrcafc 
of  the  inhabitants  of  colonies,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  all  nations;  for  though  it  is  affirmed  by  fome 
that  toleration  of  feftaries  is  the  occafion  of  divifions, 
and  contentions  in  nations,  yet  the  very  contrary  is 
matter  of  faff.  For  it  is  by  laying  unneceffary  re- 
ffraints  upem  men’s  confciences  that  creates  feflaries, 
which  if  they  were  permitted  to  take  their  own  w'ay, 
would  feldom  give  any  trouble.  Government  ought 
therefore  to  tolerate  all  forms  of  religion,  except 

fuch 
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faclr  as  wiH  nor  give  liberty  to  others.  Rhode  Ifland 
was  formed  into  a-  diftinft  government  by  a charter 
granted  in  the  fifteenth  of  King  Charles  tlve  feeond. 
I'his  charter  gives  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony 
free  liberty  for  the  cxcrcife  of  their  religion,  and 
makes  Rhode  liland  a corporation  politic,  in  name 
and  fa£t,  by  the  name  of  the  governor,  and  company 
of  the  EngUlh  colony  of  Rhode  lllund  and  Providence 
p.antations,  in  New  England,  in  America;  and  that 
by  the  fame  name  they  and  their  fucceffors  ftiall  and 
may  have  perpetual  fucceffion,  and  fliall  and  may  be 
perfons  capable  in  law  to  fuc  and  plead  for  all  their 
juft  privileges  *.  'ITie  governor  and  company  were 

to 

* RHODE  ISLAND  CHARTER,  cticncc  of  the  fame  faith  and  wor- 
Cliarkdthe  feeond,  by  the  yracc  (hip,  did  not  ouiy  by  the  confent 
of  God.ftc.  To  all  to  whointhtfe  and  good  encouragement  of  our 
prt  fenu  fhall  come,  greeting,  royal  progenitors,  tranfport  ihem- 
W hereaswe  liavc  been  informed  fcivcs  out  of  this  kingdom  of  Eng- 
by  the  hiir.ihlc  petition  of  our  tru-  land  into  Antcrica  ; but  alfo  lince 
fty  and  well  beloved  fubjreiH,  John  thefr  arrival  there,  after  their  firit 
Ciarkc,  on  the  behalf  of  Cenjamln  fettlement  amoiigft  other  our  fub- 
Ainnld,  William  Ui’entoii,  Wilham  jeCls  in  Ihofe  part*,  for  avoiding  of 
Codington,  Nichol.ts  E.tilon,  Wl-  difcord,  and  thufc  many  evils  which 
li.nn  Uoulllon,  John  Porter,  John  were  likely  to  enfue  upon  ihofe 
Smith,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  our  fubjefts,  not  being  able' to  bear 
Weekes,  Roger  Williams,  Ihoinas  in  thoic  remote  pans  their  diffe- 
Olncy,  Gregory  Dexter,  John  Co-  rent  apprehenliuns  in  religious 
geftiall,  jofeph  Clarke,  Randall  concenimciits ; .and  in  purfuance 
Houhlcn,  John  Greene’,  John  of  the  aforefaid  ends,  did  once  a- 
Roome,  S.irnucl  Wildbore,  W’il-  gain.teavc  their  dejlrahle  ft.ations 
liam  Field  James  B.irkcr,  KicharJ  and  nabit?t)ons,  and  w ith  exceffivc 
Tew,  Thom.is  Harris,  and  Wilihim  l.abour  and  travel,  havjird  ami 
Dyrc,  and  tlie  I'cft  of  the-  purcha-  charge',  did  tranfplant  Ihe'mfclve* 
fers,  and  free  inhab. rants  of  our  into  the  midft  of  the  Indiau  natives 
illand  called  Rhode  Ifland,  and  the  who,  ,aa  we  are  informed,  arc  the 
rrft  of  the  colony  of  I'rovidencc  inofl  potent  princes  and  people  of 
hl.tiilations,  in  the'  N'araganfet  bay,  all  that  country ; whcrchy  thegcoil 
in  New  Engl.uid  It)  America, 'I'hat  providence  ot  Coel  (from  whom 
they,  purfuii'g  with  peace  and  Ipy-  the  plantations  have  taken  their 
al  minds,  their  fuber,  ferious,  and  name)  upon  their  labour  and  in- 
religious intentions,  ofgoulyedi-  durtry,  they  have  not  only  been 
tying  themfeivcs.  and  one  another  preferved  to  admiration,  but  hare 
in  theholy  Chri.^iiau  f.illh  am!  r.or-  increaftd  and  proipcrcd,  and  are 
fliip  as  they  were  pcrfu.idcd,  toge-  feized  aiid  pollcllcd,  by  purehaic 
lliei  with  the  gaining  over  and  eon-  and  confent  of  tl  e faid  natives,  to 
vertioii  of  the  poor  Ignorant  Indian  iheir  full  content,  of  fueh  lands, 
nali-ea,  in  thofe  p.irt  i of  Aineriea,  iflands,  rivers, harbours,  and  roads 
1 5 !.he  iin-cic  profeffien  a.",'J  obv  a-s  .uc  ver’/  coavenient  both  f.rr 
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Digitized  by  Google 


»68 


^.D.  1771.  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA- 

to  have  a common  feal,  and  the  governor  might  af- 
femble  the  company  as  often  as  he  pleafed.  Ihe  go- 
vernor, by  the  charter,  was  to  be  defied  annually  by 
the  general  alTembiy  in  the  month  of  May,  and  every 
accidental  vacancy,  by  death,  or  otherwife,  was  to  be 
filled  up  by  the  affembly.  7 he  governor  and  deputy - 
governor  were  to  take  an  oath  for  the  due  and  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  duty,  and  all  other  inferior 
officers  were  to  govern  the  colony,  according  to  the 
laws  that  were  then  in  being  and  in  ufe,  as  far  as  they 

were 

and  alfo  Tor  building  of  fhips,  fup-  jedtj,  and  to  fecurc  them  in  the 
ply  of  pipcOaTcs,  and  other  mer-  fr?e  exercdc  and  enjoyment  of  alj 
chandize.  and  which  lies  very  cona-  their  civil  and  religious  rights  ap- 
modious  in  many  refpefls  forcom-  pertaining  to  them  as  our  loving 
merce,  and  to  accommodate  our  iubjefts;  andtopreferveiintothem 
foutbern  plantations,  and  may  that  liberty  in  the  true  Chnftian 
much  advance  the  trade  of  this  faith  and  worfhip  of  God,  which 
our  realm,  and  greatly  enlarge  the  they  have  fought  with  fo  much 
the  territories  thereof,  they  having,  travel,  and  uith  peaceable  minds 
by  near  neighbourhood  to,  and  and  loyal  fubjedlion  to  our  royal 
friendly  fodety  with,  the  great  bo-  progenitors,  and  onrfelves,  to  cn- 
dy  of  iiic  Narraganfct  Indians,  gi-  joy:  and  bccaiife  fome  of  the  peo- 
yen  them  encouragement,  of  their  pie  and  inhabitants  of  the  fame  co- 
own  ace.oril,  to  fubjciit  Ihciaf-lves,  lony  cannot,  in  their  private  opi- 
their  people  and  lands,  unto  us  ; nion,  according  to  the  liturgy, 
whereby  (aj  js  hoped)  tliere  may,  form,  and  ceremonies  of  (he  church 
in  time,  by  the  blellingof  God  i:p-  of  England,  or  take  or  fubferibf 
on  their  endeavours,  he  laid  a fore  the  oaths  and  articles  made  and  e- 
foundation  of  happinefs  to  all  A-  ftabhllicd  in  that  behalf;  and  for 
inei  ica.  And  whereas,  in  their  ttiat  the  fame,  by  reafon  of  tUe  rcr 
humble  addrefs,  they  htvc  frfcly  mote  diftauccs  of  thofe  places,  will, 
declared,  Hut  it  is  much  on  their  as  we  ho[>c,  be  no  breach  of  the  uni- 
hearts  (if  they  be  permitted)  to  tyand  uniforinilycflablilhcduitt  is 
bold  forth  a lively  experiment,  nation,  have  therefore  thought  fit, 
that  a molt  flour'Hiing  civil  ftate  and  do  hereby  publifh,  grant,  or- 
inay  (land,  and  bed  be  maintained,  daiff,  and  declare,  that  our  royal 
and  that  a iiong  our  Eii'glifli  li;b-  will  .and  pleafnre  is.  That  no  pcrion 
jeiHs,  with  a full  liberty  in  religious  within  the  faid  colony,  at  any  time 
i;oiiccvnmen<s.  and  that  true  piety,  hereafter,  fliall  be  any-wife  molef- 
rightly  groniided  upon  gofpel  prin-  ted,  punifoed,  difquicted.'or  called 
ciples,  will  give  the  bell  and  gree:-  in  qtieflion,  for  any  differences  in 
(ft  feciirityto  fovcreigiity.an.t  wi  I op. nion  in  matteri  of  religion,  and 
l.iy  in  the  hearts  of  men  the  llrong-  do  not  afiiially  diflurb  the  civil 
elf  obligations  totm*-  loyalty  : now  pea-*.-  of  our  faid  colony  ; but  that 
!. now  ye.  That  we  being  willing  to  .all  and  every  peribn  and  perfons 
eiieoiiiagc  the  (lopeful  iindcrtaklrg  may.  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
of  oqr  laid  loyal  and  loving  fob-  limes  hereafter,  freely  and  folly 

have 
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were  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England.  When  the 
aflembly  was  not  fitting  to  arm  the  people,  and  lead 
them  forth  to  war  againft  any  enemy  that  came  a- 
gainft  them.  The  right  to  the  foil  is  held  in  the  fame 
manner  as  that  of  MalTachufetts  bay,  and  upon  the 
fame  tenure,  as  is  raanifeft  from  the  charter.  In  cafe 
of  doubtful  or  perplexed  contxoverfics,  an  appeal  was 
to  be  made  to  the  King  as  the  dernier  refort. 

The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf,  whetlier  the 
legiilature  of  Britain  has  any  right  to  make  laws  for 


hav«  and  enjoy  his  and  tbeir  own 
judgments  andcoofciences,  in  mat- 
ters of  reKgious  concernments, 
throughout  the  traft  of  land  here- 
after mentioned,  they  behaving 
thcmielvci  pcaceaUy  and  quietly, 
and  not  uhng  this  litK'rt|  to  liceu- 
tioufnefs  and  profanenels,  not  to 
the  civil  injury  or  outward  dif- 
turbanic  of  others,  any  law,  fta- 
tute  or  claufe  therein  contained, 
or  CO  be  contained,  ufage  orcuftom 
of  this  realm,  to  the  contrary  hereof, 
in  any  wile  notwithflanding.  And 
that  they  may  be  in  the  better  ca- 
pacity to  defend  ihemiclvesiii  their 
juft  rights  and  Ubeniei  sgainft  all 
the  enemies  of  the  Cbriftian  faith, 
and  others,  in  all  refpcifts,  we  have 
further  thought  fit,  and  at  the 
humble  petition  of  the  perfons  a- 
forefaid,  are  gracioufly  pteafed  to 
declare.  That  they  fliall  have  and 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  late  aft  of 
indemnity,  and  free  pardon,  as  the 
reft  of  our  fubjefts  in  other  our  do- 
minions and  territories  have;  and 
to  create  and  make  them  a body 
politic  or  corporate,  with  the 
powers  or  privileges  herein  after 
mentioned ; and  accordingly,  our 
will  and  pleafure  is,  and  our  cfpe- 
cial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 
mere  motion,  we  have  ordained, 
eonftitured,  and  declared,  and  by 
theie  prefents,  fur  us,  out  heirs  and 


thk 

fuccefTors,  do  ordain,  conftkute, 
and  declare,  1*hat  they  the  faid 
William  Brenton,  William  Coding-- 
tun,  Nicholas  Eaflon,  Beuedift 
Arnold,  Wiliam  Bouillon,  John 
Porter,  Samuel  Gorton,  John 
Smith,  John  Weehes.  Roger  Wil- 
liams, Ihomas  OIney,  Gregory 
1 Dexte,  John  Cogcfliall,  Jofcplr 
Clarke,  KaudaJI  llouidcn,  John 
Greene,  John  Roome,  William 
Dyre,  Samuel  Wildbore,  Richard 
Tew,  W illiam  Field,  Thomas  Har- 
ris, James  Barker,  — ■ — Riiiiif- 

borroWj  Williams,  and 

John  Nickfon,  and  ail  fuch  others 
as  are  now,  or  hereafter  .liall  be 
admitted,  free  of  the  comp.-my  .md 
Ibciety  of  onr  colony  of  Providence 
Plantations, in  the  Narrapanfet  bay, 
in  New  England,  lliall  be.  fiom  iLii.e 
to  time,  and  for  ever  hereafter,  a 
body  corporate  aiul  politic,  in  faft 
and  name,  by  the  naineofthe  Go- 
vernor and  company  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  colony  of  Rhode  inaiid,  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  New 
England,  in  Aoterica  ; and  that  by 
the  fame  naniethcy  and  their  fuc- 
ccflhrs  lhatl  and  may  have  pci  pr- 
tual  fifcccftton,  and  fhall  and  may 
be  perfons  able  and  capable  in  the 
Uw  to  fue  and  he  I'ucd,  to  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  to  anfwer  and 
to  be  anfwcrcd  unto,  to  defend 
and  to  be  defended,  in  all  end  fing- 

giUar 
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^his  coldny,  according  to  the  langiuige  of  their  char- 
ter; or  whether  at  that  time  it 'n;is  onderllood-thaf 
the  foveVeigti  had  as  good  a right  to  miikc  that  peo- 
ple free,  as  he  has  to  make  free  men  in  England.  If 
the  right  to  the  foil  was  in  the  King, 'tliOTondoubted- 
ly  it  was  given  aw'ay  upon  the  condition  bf  that  c<iar- 
tcr.  If  he  had  iro  fuch  right,  then  the  right  of  the 
colony  is  good  for  nothing.  But  this  Was  not  the 
idea  of  either  the  King  or  parliament,'  ot  the  colc- 
nifts  at  the  time  the  clurtef  was  grafted. 

The 


gular  fiiits,  CMirrs.'  q'wrrel*, 

Ters.  adtion^,  and  things  <>t’wh;;t 
kind  or  nRttn-e  foever  ; .ind  .I'fo  to 
h.ive',ta!cc,poflefs,  acquire,  and  por- 
chflfe  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, or  aiivguodi  or  chattels, 
and  ttic  fame  to  Jeal'c,  Rrant,  de- 
fhile,  alien,  bargain,  tell  and  dii* 
poCe  of.  at  thei'  o.vn  wilf  and 
pleafure,  as  tt her  our  liege  peo- 
ple of  this  oqr  realm  of  Knglaml, 
or  any  corporation  or  body  iv«;i- 
tic  within  jhe  fime,  may  lawfnlly 
do ; and  further,  'I’hat  they  the 
Ciid  Governor  .and  Company,  and 
their  fuccefTors,  {ha  1 anti  may,  for 
ever  hereafter,  have  a common 
ff  al,  to  fen-e  and  ufe  for  all  mat- 
ters, caufes,  things,  and  affairs 
whaifoever,  of  them  and  their  fne- 
ceffors,  and'the  fame  leal  to  alter, 
change,  break,  and  make  new  from 
time  to  time,  at  their  will  and  p’ea- 
lure,  as  they  ihall  think  fit.  And 
further,  we  will  and  orihitn,  and 
by  ihcfe  prefrnts,  for  u3.  our  he^rs 
and  fureeffors,  do  deciare  and  ap- 
point, That  for  the  better  order- 
ing and  managti  g of  the  affairs  and 
bufinefs  of  the  l.nd  company  and 
their  fuccefTors,  there  (liajl  be  one 
governor,  one  deputy  governor, 
and  ten  alTiftants,  to  be  tromtime 
to  time  eonft  tnlrd.  cleftcd.  and 
chofen  out  oftli'  freemen  of  the 
faid  company,  f«r  the  time  being, 
ID  fuch  mai.ner  and  form  as  is 


hfreafler.  in  thefc  prefents  eapeef- 
f<d;  which  faid  officers  lhatt apply 
themfclves  to  take  care  for  the  beit 
difpofing  and  ordering  of  the  ge- 
neral btifinefsand  aff.iirs  ofandcon- 
ce  r n i n g t he  I .ind  9 and  h c red  H am  c n t .s 
herein  alterm  ntioned  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  the  plantation  thereof,  and 
I he  government  of  the  pes'ple  there. 
And  for.  the  bet'erexccution  of  our 
royal  ple.ifurc  herein,  we  do  for  «s, 
oiir  heirs  and  fucoeffor*,  aftign 
name,  conftituto,-a»Ki  anpoint,  the 
nftrefaid  Benedift  Arnold  lobe  the 
firft  and  preftnt  gwentor,.  of  the 
faid  company  and  the  laid  William 
Boiilfton,  John  Porter,  Roger  Wil- 
liams, Thomas  Olney,  John  Smith, 
John  Greene,  John  Cogolhall, 
James  Barker,  William  Field,  and 
Jo*eph  tiarke,  to  be  the  ten  pre- 
feni  afufiants  of  the  faid  company, 
tocontinnein  the  faid  feveral  of- 
fices nfpcrtivdy,  until  the  firff 
Weilnefday  which  (li.all  be  in  the 
month  of  May  now  next  coming. 
And  further,  wc  will,  .and  by  tbeie 
prefrnis,  for  us,  mif  heirs  a^.fec- 
celTors,  do  ordain  and  gr.iat.  Tha: 
the  governor  of  the  f.iid  company, 
for  the  tiirc  being,  or  in  his  aS- 
fence,  by  occafion  o»  ficknels,  or 
other  wife,  by  his  leave  or  penmif- 
fion , the  deputy-governor,  for  the 
time  being,  (hall  and  may,  froja 
time  to  time,  upon  all  iK’cafion.s, 
give  order  iV.r  the  .iffemhiinjofthc 
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The  colony  of  ConnefHcut,  comprehending  New 
M m Haven 


Ciid  company,  and  caHinz  tlkan 
togedier  to  cunCult  and  advife  of 
the  builners  aixi  affairs  of  Uie  faid 
company ; and  that  for  ever  here- 
after, twice  in  every  year,  that  is 
to  fay,  on  cve^  firlt  Weduef- 
day  in  tl»e  tiioiicli  of  May, 
and  on  every  lalt  Wcdnclday 
Li  October,  or  oftencr,  in  cale 
it  (hall  be  jequifite,  the  aillilants, 
and  fucli  of  tlie  frecnicn  of  the  faid 
company,  not  exceeding  fix  per- 
foiu  for  Nesvport,  four  perfons  for 
each  of  the  refpedUve  towns  of 
Providence,  Portfinouth,  and  War- 
wick, and  nvo  perfons  for  each  o- 
therjplace,  town,  or  city,  w ho  ftiall 
be  from  time  to  time  thereunto 
eleded  or  deputed  by  the  major 
part  of  the  fre«ncn  of  tlic  rerpec- 
live  places,  towns,  or  places  for 
wlticli  tliey  (hall  be  fo  de^ed  or 
deputed,  mall  have  a general  meet- 
iuf'  or  aHembly,  then,  and  there  to 
«^ult,  advife  and  determine,  in 
and  about  the  a£urs  and  bulinefs 
of  tlie  faid  company  and  planta- 
tions. And  further,  we  do  of  oiir 
«(pecial  grace,  certain  knowledge, 
and  mere  motion,  give  and  grant 
unto  the  (kid  governor  and  com- 
pany of  tlte  Euglilh  colony  of 
Rhode  llland  and  Providence  plan- 
tations, in  New  England,  in  Ame- 
rica, and  their  fucceflbrs ; That  tlie 
governor,  or  in  his  abfbice,  or  by 
fits  permiilian,  the  deputy-governor 
of  the  faid  company,  tor  tlx  time 
being,  tbeadilfcants,  and  fuch  of  the 
freemen  of  the  (kid  company  as 
Biall  be  fo  afore(aid  elected  cr  de- 
puted, or  fo  inniiy  of  them  as  (hall 
DC  jirefeut  at  fuch  meeting  or  af- 
fniibly,  asaforefaid,  (liall  be  callecj 
the  General  A(lend>ly ; and  tliat 
tlxy,  or  the  greateft  part  of 
them  prefent,  whereof  the  gover- 
nor, and  lix  of  the  aliliaiits,  at 
Icafi,  to  be  feven,  (hall  liave,  and 


have  hereby  given  tdid  granted  im- 
tothem,  full  power  and  authority, 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 
hereafter,  to  appokit,  alter,  and 
change  fuch  days,  times,  and  places 
of  meeting,  and  general  aEembly, 
as  they  iliall  thick  (it,  and  to  chu^ 
nominate,  and  appoint,  fuch  andlb 
many  perfons  as  thfy  think  lit, 
and  (hall  be  willing  to  accept  the 
fume,  to  be  free  or  the  (aid  com- 
pany and  body  politic,  and  them 
into  the  fume  to  admit,  and  to  e- 
lec±,  and  condituCe  fuch  odices  and 
otiicers,  and  to  grant  fuch  neecifiii 
conin.ilHons  as  they  fliail  think  ht 
and  requifite,  for  ordering,  mana- 
ging, and  diipatching  of  the  aftairs 
of  & (aid  governor  and  company, 
and  their  fucceflbrs;  and,  fruin 
time  to  time,  to  make,  ordain,  con- 
Hitute,  or  repeal,  fuch  laws,  Ita- 
tutes,  orders  and  ordinances,  forma 
and  ceremonies  of  govcmnxnt  and 
magifiracy,  as  to  them  (hall  feem 
meet,  for  tlw  good  and  welfare  of 
the  faid  company,  and  for  the  go- 
vernment and  ordering  of  the  lantia 
and  hereditaments  herein  after 
mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  of 
the  people  that  do,  or  at  any  time 
hereafter  (hall  inliabit,  or  be  with- 
in the  fame ; fo  as  flich  laws,  or- 
dinances, and  conflitutions,  (t> 
made,,  be  not  contrary  and  repug- 
nant unto,  but,  as  near  as  may,  m 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  our 
realm  of  England,  coiifidering  the 
nature  and  conilitutiun  of  the 
place  and  people  there ; and  alio, 
to  appoint,  order,  aiul  direif,  erect 
and  fettle  fuch  places  and  courts  of 
jurifdiillion,  for  hearing  and  de- 
termLning  of  all  actions,  cafes,  mat- 
ters and  things,  happening  within 
the  faid  colony  and  plantation,  and 
wliich  (hall  be  in  liifpute,  and  de- 
pending there,  as  they  (hall  think 
lit;  and  alfo  to  dillingulih  and  let 
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Haven  received  a charter  the  }'car  before,  from  the 

fame 


forth  the  fcveral  names  ant)  titJes, 
dirties,  powers  and  limits,  of  each 
court,  otiice  and  othcer,  fr.ptrior 
and  inferior  ; and  alfo,  to  contrive 
and  apjroint  fuch  forms  cfoutlisar.il 
attcllations,  not  repugnant,  but 
as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  as 
aft/refaid  to  the  laws  and  ttatutes 
of  this  our  reaim,  as  are  convenient 
and  reqnuile,  with  reipcet  to  the 
due  adminita  alion  of  jultice,  and 
due  execution  and  difchargc  of  all 
otriccs  and  places  of  tniil,  by  the 
perioiis  that  ihall  he  therein  con- 
cerned ; and  aiid  to  regulate  and 
order  tJie  way  and  inar.r.tr  of  all 
elections  to  otlicts,  atul  places  of 
tnili,  and  to  preferibe,  limit,  and 
diitingiiUh  the  number  and  bounds 
bercin-after-rnentioned,  aird  not 
of  all  places,  towns,  and  cities, 
with  the  limits  and  bouiKis, 
herein  particularly  named,  who 
have  or  lliall  have  the  power  of  e- 
leCting  ami  fending  of  freenum  to 
tlie  faid  general  airembly  ; and  al- 
fo to  order,  dirtdf,  and  authorife 
the  imjKiling  of  lawful  ar.d  reafon- 
able  haef,  inulcls,  iniprifonments, 
ami  executing  other  puuiltinients, 
peciuiiary  ancl  coqrcral,  upon  of- 
tenders  and  delimiiients,  according 
to  tbc  courte  of  other  coqionuions, 
within  this  our  kingdwn  ot'  Eng- 
land; ami  again,  to  alter,  revoke, 
annul  or  pardon,  under  tlieir  eom- 
mon-feal,  or  otherwife,  fucli  hues, 
mulcts,  bnpri!bmncnts.  (entences, 
judcnieiits  and  condemnatious,  as 
fliall  lie  thoujfht  fit;  aud  io'  direct, 
rule,  order  and  difjjoleof  all  other 
matters  and  things,  ami  particular- 
ly that  which  relates  to  the  making 
of  purchafes  i>f  the  mitive  Indians, 
as  to  them  (hit  II  feein  meet ; where- 
by our  faid  people  and  inljabicants 
in  the  faid  plantations,  may  be  fo 
frIigiouOy,  peaceably,  and  civilly 
governed,  as  tliat  by  th.eir  good 
tit'#,  aud  orderly  cer.’,  trfa'jon,  they 


may  V.  in  and  invite  the  native  In- 
dians of  the  country  to  the  km.w'- 
ledge  and  obtetience  of  the  only 
true  God  and  Saviour  of  niaiikind  ; 
w illinc,a.nin.a;  ding,  ami  requiring, 
;u)d  by  ihcfe  prefewts,  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  fuccdlbrs,  ordaining  and 
appoiniiiig,  that  all  fuch  laws,  Ita- 
tutes,  oiders,  and  ordinan.ccs,  in- 
Ihmclior.s,  impolitions,  and  direc- 
tion-, as  (li!  iJ  he  lb  made  by  the 
govciiior,  deputy,  aliillants,  and 
trecincin  or  li;ch  nimtbtr  of  them 
as  alorefaid,  and  puhlillied  in  wri-' 
ting  under  the  common-feal,  Ihall 
be  carefully  and  duly  obfen  ed, 
kept,  peifonrcd,  and  put  in  exe- 
cution, according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  ot  the  fame.  And 
thefe  our  letters  patent,  or  the 
duplicate  or  cxcmplilic;irion  there- 
of, lliall  be  to  all  ami  eveq'  fuch  of- 
ficers, fujjerior,  or  inferior,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  putting  of  the 
fame  orders,  laws,  Itatutes,  ordi- 
nances, hiftrnctions  and  direiflions, 
in  due  execution  againfl  us,  our 
heirs  and  fuccclibrs,  a fnfficieut 
warrant  and  dil'charge.  And  fur- 
ther, our  will  ar.d  pleafure  is,  and 
we  do  hereby  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucedfors,  eliablilh  and  ordain. 
That  yearly,  once  in  the  year 
for  ever  hereafter,  namely,  the  a- 
forefaitl  Wednefday  hi  May,  and 
at  the  town  of  Newport,  or  elfe- 
wh'^re,  it  urgent  occalion  do  re- 
quire, the  governor,  depuiy-go- 
venior,  and  aliillants  of  the  laid 
company,  and  oilier  officers  of  the 
laid  company,  or  fuch  of  them  as  the 
General  Aficmhly  fliall  tliink  fit, 
fiiall  be  in  the  faid  general  court 
or  afitinbly,  to  be  held  from  tliat 
day  or  time,  new  ly  chofen  for  the 
year  enfning,  by  greater  part  of  the 
laid  company  for  the  time  being, 
as  fliall  be  then  and  there  prefent. 
And  if  it  Ihall  happen  that  the  pre- 
feut  governor,  dcpi'ty-govcmor, 
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fame  authority,  and  much  in  the  fame  flilc,  and  upon 

the 


andafPinaTifs,  by  thefe  preftmts  np- 
pointed,  or  ary  fuch  as  (hall  hei"e- 
after  be  newly  chofen  imo  their 
rooms,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  o- 
ther  the  officers  of  the  faid  com- 
pany (hull  die,  or  be  removed  from 
his  or  their  feveral  oflices  or  places, 
before  the  faid  general  diy  of  elec- 
tion, (Whom  we  do  hereby  declare 
for  any  inifdemeannr  or  default,  to 
be  removable  by  the  governor,  a- 
fiilants  and  company,  or  fuch  great- 
er part  of  them,  in  any  of  the  faid 
ptinlic  courts  to  be  alTembled,  as 
aforefaid)  that  then,  and  in  every 
fuch  cafe,  it  (hall  an<l  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  faid  govtnior, 
deputy-governor,  affidants,  and 
company  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater 
part  of  them,  fo  to  be  aflembled,  as 
IS  aforefaid,  in  any  of  their  afTeni- 
blies.  to  proceed  to  a new  ele«5f'ion 
of  one  or  more  of  tlieir  company, 
in  tlie  room  or  place,  rooms  or 
places,  of  fuch  ofixer  or  officers,  fo 
dying  or  removed,  according  to 
their  directions.  And  immediate- 
ly uixin  and  after  fiich  elevlion  or 
eleaions  made  of  fneh  governor, 
deputy-governor,  afliflanr  or  ailift- 
ants,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
faid  company,  in  manner  and  fonn 
aforefaid,  the  authority,  office,  and 
power,  Iiefoi-e  given  to  the  fanner 
governor,  deiniiy-govemor,  and 
other  officer  and  officers  (b  remov- 
ed, in  whofe  dead  and  j)!ace  new 
(hall  bechofeti,  (hall,  i.s  to  him  and 
them,  and  every  of  thetti  refpec- 
tivcly,  ceafe  and  detennitie  : pro- 
vided always,  and  oix  will  and 
pleaffire  is,  That  ns  well  fuch  as 
are  by  thefe  jireff-nts  a|)pointed  to 
be  the  prefent  gnvemor,  deputy- 
go\'emor,  and  affidants  of  the  faid 
company,  as  thofe  which  ff'all  fne- 
ceed  them,  and  oil  otlwr  officers  to 
be  appointed  and  chofen  ns  a- 
ftirefiiid,  (liall  before  the  rntdorta- 
JUiUg  the  execution  of  the  faid  of- 


fices tmd  places  refjteftively,  give 
their  folemii  engagement  by  oath  or 
othenvife,  for  the  due  ami  faitliitl 
performarxe  of  titeir  duties  in  their 
feveral  offices  and  places,  before 
fucli  perffin  or  pcrfbns  as  are  by 
thefe  prefints  hereafter  apjiointed 
to  take  :uid  receive  tlie  fame ; (that 
is  to  fay)  the  faid  Benedict  Aniold, 
who  is  herein  before  nominated  attd 
appointed  tile  prefent  governor  of 
tfie  faid  company,  fliall  give  the  a- 
forefaid  engagement  befere  William 
Brenton.  or  any  two  of  the  faid  af- 
fiflants  of  the  faid  coiiipany,  unto 
wiiom  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents, 
givefiill  ]tmver  and  anihority  to  rc- 
oiiirc  and  receive  tiie  fame ; and 
tfie  faid  William  Brcr.ton,  \\  ho  is 
hereby  before  nomin.ned  and  ap- 
pointed the  preicnt  deputy-goc  er- 
ncr  of  the  faid  company,  lliall  give 
the  aforefaid  engagement  before 
the  faid  Benedict  Arnold,  or  any 
tw  o of  the  afflfhintsof  the  faid  com- 
pany, unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe 
prefents,  give  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  require  and  receive  the 
fame ; and  the  fiid  William  Poul- 
flon,  Jolui  Porter,  Roger  Williams,  . 
Thomas  OIr.cy,  John  Smith,  John 
Greene,  Jolai  Coygefhall,  James 
Barker,  william  Pield,  and  Jo(V]'h 
Clarice,  w ho  are  herein  nominated 
and  appointed  the  prefent  affifiants 
of  the  coinjinny,  fhall  give  the  faid 
engagement  to  their  cffices  ai.d 
places  rcfjiei'tively  btlonning,  le- 
lore  the  laid  l.'enedidt  Arnolcl  and 
William  Rrenton,  or  oneef  tl.iiii, 
to  whnni  refpcctively  we  d->  hric- 
bv  ghc  fi;il  power  and  r.nthoriiy 
to  require,  adinir.ifler,  or  receive 
the  fm'e.  And  further,  our  will 
end  pleafurc  is,  that  all  and  every 
other  fiiti're  governor,  or  dcp'Uy- 
govcnior,  to  be  elected  and  cfi.ofen 
by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents,  fl  ail 
give  the  fiid  engagenient  before 
two  or  more  of  tlie  faid  aJilflants 
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the  fame  principles.  This  Colony  is  by  its  charter  em- 
powered 

of  the  raid  company  for  the  time  major  part  of  the  f^id  aiHRants  for 
bcirw,  umo  whom  we  do  by  the<e  the  lime  beiiiK,  at  any  time  when 
preients,  give  full  power  and  au-  the  faid  general  aflembly  is  not  fit- 
tlioriry  to  require,  ac’minifler,  or  ting,  to  nominate,  appoint,  and 
receive  the  fame  ; and  the  faid  al-  conftitute  fuch  and  fo  many  cem- 
liftaiits,  and  every  of  them,  and  all  mandrrs,  governors,  ar.d  military 
and  every  other  officer  or  officers,  officers,  as  to  tliem  fhall  fcem  re-  • 
to  be  liercafter  elected  and  chofta  quifite,  for  the  leading,  conduct- 
by  virtue  of  thefc  prefents,  from  ing  and  training  up  the  inhabitants 
time  to  time,  fliall  give  the  like  of  the  faid  plantations  in  martial 
engagement  to  their  offices  and  affairs,  and  for  the  defence  and 
places  refpHJctively  belonging,  be-  fafe-guard  of  the  faid  plantations ; 
fore  the  go^•e^lor,,  or  deputy-go-  and  that  it  fhall  and  may  !«  lawful 
vtmor,  for  the  time  being;  unto  to  and  for  all  and  every  fuch  com- 
whkh  nud  governor,  or  deputy-go-  mander,  governor,  and  niilitarY 
venior,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  ofiicer,  tlial  fhall  be  fo  as  aforefaid, 
give  full  i)ower  and  authority  to  or  by  tlte  governor,  or  in  Ids  ab- 
require,  aominifler,  or  receive  the  fence  the  deputy -governor,  and  fix 
fame  accordingly.  And  we  do  of  the  alliflants,  .md  major  part  of 
likewlfe,  for  us,  bur  heirs,  and  fuc-  the  freemen  of  the  faid  county, 
cefTors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  prefent  at  any  general  aflemblies, 
faid  govemor  and  company,  and  nominated,  appointed  and  conlli- 
their  liiccefTors,  by  thele  prefents,  tuted,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
th.1t  for  the  more  peaceable  and  or-  his  ami  their  refpeftive  commiffions 
derly  goverament  of  the  faid  plan-  and  diredtions,  to  allemble,  cxer- 
tations.  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  clfe  in  arms,  raarfhal,  array,  and 
to  thegovcnior,  deputy  governor,  put  in  warlike  pofVure,  the  inhabi- 
afUdatits,  and  all  other  officers  and  tants  of  the  faid  coloiw,  for  their  e- 
miniftersof  the  faid  company,  in  fpecial  defence  andfafety.and  to  lead 
the  adminiflratinn  of  juftice,  and  and  conduct  tli©  faki  inhabitants, 
exercife  of  govcmnient,  in  the  laid  and  to  encounter,  repulfe,  and  re- 
pLautarions,  to  life,  exercife,  and  fifl  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  fta 
put  in  execution,  fuch  methods,  as  by  land,  and  alfb  to  kill,  flay  and 
rules,  orders,  and  diredlions,  not  dellroy,  by  all  fitting  ways,  enter- 
Ixing  contrar}’  and  repugnant  to  the  prices,  and  means  whatfoever,  all 
laws  and  ftatutes  of  tl.is  our  and  every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons, 
realm,  as  has  been  heretofore  gi-  as  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  at- 
vcii,  ufed,  and  accuflomed  in  fuch  tempt  or  enterprize  the  deflru&ion, 
cafes  refpeiftively,  to  be  put  in  invafion,  detriment,  or  annovance 
prafticc,  until  at  the  next,  or  fome  of  the  (aid  inhabitants  or  planta- 
otlier  general  afiembly,  efpecial  tions  ; and  to  ufe  and  exercife  the 
provifion  fhall  be  made  ami  orcliin-  law  martial,  in  fuch  cafes  only  as 
cd  in  the  cafes  aforefaid.  And  we  occafion  fhrJl  neceffarily  require: 
do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  and  to  take  and  furorife,  all 
fuccefTors  give  ajid  grant  unto  the  ways  and  means  whatfoever,  all  and 
find  governor  and  company,  and  every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons, 
their  fuccc/Tors,  by  thele  prefents,  with  their  fhip  or  (hips,  armour, 
tliat  it  (iud!  and  nuiy  be  lawful  to  ammunition,  or  other  goods  of  fuch 
and  for  the  fiiid  governor,  or  in  his  perfons  as  fhall  in  hoflile  manner 
abfeace  the  deputy-governor,  and  invade  or  attempt  the  dcfodicg 
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powered  to  chufe  its  own  gorernor,  and  to  hold  two 

afTemblies 


the  (kid  plantation,  or  the  hnrt  of  the 
(kid  company  and  inltabitants ; and 
upon  jim  caulVs  to  invade  amide* 
l^y  the  natives,  Imlians,  or  o- 
ther  enemies  of  the  faid  colony. 
Neverthelefs,  our  will  and  plea- 
fure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare 
to  the  reft  of  our  colonies  in  New- 
England,  that  it  (hall  not  be  law- 
ful for  this  our  faid  colony  of 
Rhode  Iftand,  and  Providence  plan- 
tations in  New- Engl  and,  in  Ame- 
rica, to  invade  the  natives  inha- 
biting within  the  bounds  and  limits 
of  t!;eir  faid  colonies,  without  the 
knowledge  and  confent  of  the  faid 
other  colonies.  And  it  is  hereby 
declared,  that  it  (hall  -not  be  law- 
ful to  or  for  the  reft  of  the  colonies 
to  invade  or  moled  the  native  In- 
dians, or  any  other  inhabitants  in- 
habiting within  the  bounds  or  li- 
mits hereafter  mentioned,  (they 
having  fubjected  themfclves  unto 
us,  and  being  Iw  us  taken  into  our 
fpecial  proteftion)  without  the 
knowledge  and  confent  of  the  go- 
vernor and  company  of  onr  colony 
of  Rhode  Illana  and  Providence 
plantation,  Aifo  om  will  and 
pleafure  is,  and  we  do  herebv  de- 
clare unto  all  Chriftian  Kings, 
Princes  and  States,  that  if  any  per- 
(bn,  which  (hall  hereafter  be  or  the 
faid  comjrany  or  plantation,  or  any 
other  by  appointment  of  the  faid 
governor  and  company,  for  the 
time  being,  (hall  at  any  time  nr 
times  hcreS'ter  mb  or  fpoil  by  fea 
or  land  or  do  any  hurt  or  unlawful 
hoftility,  to  any  of  the  fubjedls 
of  us,  our  heirs  and  (bcccflbrs,  or 
any  of  the  fuhjei‘ts  of  any  prince 
or  ftatc,  being  then  in  a league  with 
us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffbrs ; upon 
complaint  of  ftich  injury  done  to 
any  fneh  prince  or  date,  or  their 
fubjevts,  we,  our  heirs,  and  fuc- 
pcflbrs,  will  make  open  proclama- 
tion, witliin  any  parts  of  our  realm 


of  England,  fit  for  that  purpo(h, 
that  the  jjcrfon  or  perfuns  commit- 
ting any  fuch  robbery  or  fpoil,  (hall 
within  the  time  limited  by  ftich 
proclamation,  make  full  reftitutiou 
or  (atisfa^on  of  all  fneh  injuries 
done  or  committed,  (b  as  the  faid 
prince,  or  others  (b  complaining, 
may  be  fully  fatisiied  aixl  conteut- 
ed ; and  if  the  faid  perfon  orper- 
fons,  who  (hail  commit  any  ftich 
robbery  or  fpoil,  (hall  not  make  fa- 
tisfadUon  accordingly,  witliin  fuch 
time  (b  to  he  liniit^,  andtiien  we, 
our  heirs  and  fuccellbrs,  will  put 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  out  of  our 
allegiance  and  protedlion  ; and  that 
then  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  and 
free  for  all  princesor  others,  to  pro- 
fecute  witli  hoftility  fuch  offenders, 
and  every  of  them,  their  and  every 
of  their  procurers,  aiders,  abbet- 
tors,  and  counfcllors,  in  tliat  behalf. 
Provided  alfu,  and  our  exprefs  will 
and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  by  thc(5) 
pre(rats,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuo- 
ceftbrs,  ordain  and  appoint,  that 
thefeprefents  (hall  not  m any  mao* 
ner  hinder  any  of  our  loving  fub- 
jeifts  what(bever,from  ufing  and  cxt 
ercifing  the  trade  of  (ilhtng  upoq 
the  cc^of  New- England,  in  Ame? 
rica,  but  that  they,  ami  every  or 
any  of  them,  (hall  have  ftill  and  (rea 
power  and  liber^  to  continue  and 
ufe  the  trade  of  (iftiing  upon  the  faid 
coaft,  in  any  of  the  feas  thercimtQ 
adjoining,  or  any  arms  of  the  fea, 
or  (alt-water,  rivers  and  creeks, 
where  they  have  been  acciiftomed 
to  (ilh,  ami  to  build  and  fet  upon 
tlie  wafte  land  belonging  to  the  laid 
colony  and  plantations,  ftich  wharfs, 
ftages,  and  work-lioufes  as  (hall  be 
necelTary  for  the  fairing,  drying 
and  keeping  of  tlieir  (iih,  tube  ta- 
ken or  gotten  upon  that  coaft.  And 
further,  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  inhabitants  of  om"  faid  colony 
of  Providence  planutioa,  to  fet  up- 
on 
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afl'cmblics  in  the  year,  in  the  months  of  May  and  Oc- 
tober, 


on  the  bufiners  of  taking  it 

fhall  be  la\rt'tJ  for  them,  or  any  of 
them  liaving  ftnick  a wh^e,  diiber- 
tns,  or  other  great  fifli,  it  or  tiiem 
to  purfue  imto  that  coaft,  and  into 
any  bay,  river,  cove,  creek  or  fhore, 
belonging  thereto,  and  it  or  thnn, 
upon  the  faid  coafl,  or  in  the  f.iid 
b,ay,  river,  cove,  creek  or  ftiore,  be- 
longing thereto,  to  kill  anil  order 
for  the  bell;  advantage  without  nio- 
lefh’.lior,  they  making  no  wilful 
wafteor  fpoil;  anv  thing  in  thefe 
prefents  containecl,  or  any  other 
matter  or  tiling  to  the  contrary 
notwitliftanding.  And  further  alfo 
we  are  gracioiifly  ple.afed,  and  do 
liereby  &clare,  that  if  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  our  laid  colony  do 
fel  upon  the  planting  of  vineyards, 
(the  foil  and  climate  Ixjtli  feeiuing 
naturally  to  concur  to  the  produc- 
tion of  wines)  or  be  induftrious  in 
the  difeovery  of  filhing- banks,  in 
or  about  the  laid  colony,  we  will, 
from  time  to  time, give  and  allow 
all  due  and  fitting  encouragement 
therein,  as  to  others  in  cafes  of  like 
nature.  And  further  of  our  more 
ample  grace,  certain  knowledge, 
anil  mere  motion,  we  have  give  and 
gr.Tntcd,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for 
Us,oiir  hell's  and  fucceniirs,  do  give 
and  grant,  unto  the  faid  governor 
and  coninany  of  the  Englilli  colony 
of  Rhode  llland  and  Provideiiee 
plantation  in  the  Narraganfett  bay 
In  New- England,  in  America,  and 
to  every  inhabitant  there,  and  to 
ei'cry  pcrlim  anti  perfons  trading 
thither,  mid  to  every  fuch  pevfon  or 
perfons  as  arc  or  fhall  be  free  of  the 
faid  colony,  full,  power  and  autho- 
rity, from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  to  take,  fliip,  tranf- 
port,  and  carry  away,  out  of  any  of 
our  realms  and  dominions,  for  and 
towards  the  plantation  and  defence 
of  the  faid  colony,  fneh  ami  fo  ina- 
r>  of  our  loving  fubjc^ls  aud  llran- 


gers,  asfliall  or  will  willingly  .ac- 
company them  in  and  to  their  faid 
colony  and  plantation,  except  f.icl^ 
perfon  or  perfons  as  are  or  fhall  be 
tlierehi  reftrained  by  us,  our  heirs 
and  fuccefiiirs,  or  any  lasv  or  flatute 
of  this  realm ; and  alfi)  to  fliiji  and 
tranfport  all  and  all  manner  of 
goods,  chattels,  mercliandi/.e,  and 
other  things  sshatfoever,  that  are 
or  fhiil  1 be  iifeful  or  neceflaty  for  the 
faid  plantations,  and  defence  there- 
of, and  ufiially  tr.anfported,  and  not 
prohibited  by  any  haw  or  ffatiite  of 
this  our  realm ; yeihiiiig  and  paving 
unto  us,  our  h.eirs  and  ftjccelfors, 
luchthe  duties,  cilloms  and  fiib- 
fidies,  as  arc  or  ought  to  be  naid  or 
payable  for  the  fame.  And  further, 
our  will  and  pbufure  is,  and  we  do, 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffims,  or- 
dain, declare,  and  grant  unto  the 
faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fuccefibrs,  whicli  are  already 
planted  and  fettled  within  our  laid 
colony  of  Providence  plantations, 
or  which  fhall  hereafter  go  to  iiiha- 
bit  within  the  faid  colony,  and  all 
and  er  ery  of  their  children,  which 
have  been  bom  there,  or  going  thi- 
ther or  returnin<c  from  thence,  fliall 
have  and  enjoy  all  liberties  and  im- 
immities  of  free  and  n.-?tural  fub- 
je^fs,  within  any  the  dominions  of 
ns,  our  licirs  or  fuccefibrs,  to  all  in- 
tents, coiiftruftions,  and  purjxjfes 
wliatfoever,  as  if  tliey  and  every  of 
them  were  bom  within  the  realm 
of  England.  And  further  know  ye, 
that  we,  of  our  more  abundant 
grace,  certain  know  ledge,  and  mere 
motion,  have  given,  granted  .and 
coniinued,  and  by  thefe  prefhits, 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  fiirccfrors,  do 
give,  grant  and  coiifimi,  unto  the 
faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceflitrs,  all  that  pait  of  onr 
chmiiuions,  in  Nesv  England,  in  A- 
meric.a,  containing  the  Nalir.ntick 
and  NanhyganftU,  alias  Narug.-uit 
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tobcr.  The  charter  of  this  province  is  as  complcat 

as 


fett  bay  and  countri«  and  parts 
adjacent,  bounded  on  the  weu,  or 
wellcrly,  to  the  middle  or  channel 
of  a river  there,  commonly  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Paw- 
catuck  alias  Pawcawtuck  river,  and 
fo  along  the  fa  id  river,  as  the  great- 
er or  mifidle  ftream  thereof  reach- 
etli  or  lies  up  into  the  north  coiui- 
try,  uorthwai^  unto  the  head  tiiere- 
cf,  and  from  tluaire  by  a llrait  line 
drawn  due  north,  imtil  it  meet  witli 
the  fouth  line  of  the  Malllichufetts 
colony,  and  on  the  north  or  nor- 
therly, by  the  aforefaid  fouth  or 
foucfacrly  line  of  the  MaC.iichufetts 
Colony  or  plrmtation,  and  extend- 
ing towards  tile  call  or  ealKvardly 
three  Enelilh  miles,  to  the  calf  and 
north-eair  of  the  moll  eaftem  and 
north-eaftern  parts  of  the  aforefaid 
Narraganfett  nay,  as  the  faid  bay 
lieth  or  extendeth  itfelf  from  the 
ocean  on  tlie  fouth  or  fouthwanlly 
unto  the  mouth  of  the  river  wliich 
runneth  towards  the  towi  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  front  thence  along  tlie 
ealtwardly  fide  or  bank  of  the  faid 
river  (higher  called  by  the  name  of 
Seaciink  river)  up  to  the  fall<called 
Patucket  falls,  being  the  mod  well- 
wardly  line  of  Plymouth  colony  ; 
and  fo  from  the  fakl  falls,  in  a (frait 
line  due  north,  imtil  it  meet  with 
the  aforefaid  line  of  the  Mallachii- 
frtts  colony,  and  bounded  on  the 
fouth  by  the  ocean,  and  in  parti- 
cular the  lauds  belonging  to  the 
tow  n of  Providence,  Patuxet,  War- 
wick, Alifquamniacock  alias  Riw- 
catiick,  and  tlie  re!l  upon  the  main 
land,  in  the  tra^l  aforefaid,  toge- 
ther with  Rhode-lfland,  Blocke- 
Kland,  and  all  the  relt  of  the  illands 
and  banks  in  the  Narraganfett  bay, 
and  bordering  upon  the  coafl  of 
the  trail  af-'endd,  (Fifhcr’s-llland 
only  excepted)  togetlicr  with  all 
finn  lands,  foils,  grounds,  havens, 
ports,  riv  cfj,  water;,  hthingi,  mines 


royaj,  andall  other  mines,  minerals, 
precious  Ifones,  quarries,  woods, 
wood-groimds,  rocks.  Hates,  ai.d  all 
and  fiiignlar  other  conunwiities, 
jurifdictions,  royalties,  privileges, 
franchilcs,  preminenees  ;u<d  hete- 
ditameius  whatfoever,  svithLn  the 
faid  trail,  bounds,  lands  and  illands 
aforefaid,  to  them  or  any  of  tliem 
bclonghig,  or  in  any-wife  appertain- 
ing, I'o  have  and  to  hold  tlie  fains, 
unto  the  fait!  governor  and  com- 
pany, aiul  their  fnccellors  for  ever, 
upon  trufl,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit 
of  themfelves,  and  their  alliiciates, 
freemen  of  the  laid  colony,  their 
heirs  am!  a!Hgns.  To  be  holden  of 
tis,  our  heirs  and  fucccflbrs  as  of  the 
manor  of  Eafl-Greeuwich,  in  our 
county  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common 
focage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
Knight’s  fervice.  Yielding  and  pay- 
ing therefore  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucccifors,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all 
the  ore  of  gold  and  (ilver,  which 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  time* 
hereafter,  lhall  be  there  gotten,  had 
or  obtained,  in  liai  and  futisfaclion 
of  all  fcrviccs,  duties,  fines,  forfei- 
tures matle  or  to  be  made,  claims 
and  demands  whatfoever,  to  be  to 
us,  our  heirs  or  fuccelTors,  there- 
fore or  thereout  rendered,  made  or 
paid  ; any  grant  or  claufe  in  a late 
grant  to  the  governor  and  company 
of  Connecticut  colony  in  America, 
to  die  contrary  thereof  in  any  wile 
notwitliilanding  : the  aforefaid  Paw- 
catuck  river  having  been  yielded 
after  much  debate,  for  the  fixed  artd 
certain  bounds  between  tliefe  our 
faid  colonics,  by  the  agents  tlicreof, 
who  have  alio  agreed,  that  the  faid 
Pawcatuck  river  Ihrdl  be  alfo  called 
alias  Narragancett  or  Narraganfett 
river,  ami  to  prevent  fiipirc  difpntes 
tliat  otherwilc  might  arife  therebys 
forever  hereafter,  fliall  be  conilrii- 
ed,  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the 
NuTagancett  river,  iu  our  late  grant 
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as  it  Is  poffible  for  any  royal  charter  to  be,  and  if  thtf 
fovereigns  of  England  had  erer  any  power  to  grant 
franchifes  of  that  fort,  this  is  undoubtedly  as  good  a 
fccurity  for  the  liberties  of  that  province,  as  reafon 
would  defire*. 

In  reading  the  annals  of  nations,  men  who  have  no 
other  objeft  in  view  except  truth,  would  be  ready  to 
conclude  from  this  and  the  following  charter,  that 
thefe  two  provinces  were  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
as  free  as  any  of  the  freeholders  in  Great  Britain, 
and  had  as  good  a right  to  be  their  own  Icgiflatures, 
as  either  the  freemen  of  counties  or  towns  in  England, 
But  cafuHls  who  have  a mind  to  difpute  every  thing, 
and  can,  for  particular  ends  and  reafons,  affirm  w’hac 
no  man  of  common  fenfe  is  able  to  give  his  affent  to, 
think  no  lhame  to  deny  the ' very  immediate  fignifica- 

tion 

to  Conne£ticut  colony,  mentioned  any  aft,  claufe  or  fentence,  in  any 
ac  the  eafterly  bounds  of  that  co-  of  the  faid  colonies  provided,  or 
lony.  And  further,  onr  will  and  that  lhall  be  provided,  to  the  con* 
pleafure  is,  that  in  all  matters  of  trary  in  any  wife  noiwithdanding* 
public  controverfies,  which  may  And  lafUy,  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs 
fall  out  between  our  colony  of  Pro-  and  fuccefibrs  ordain  and  grant  un- 
vidence  plantation,  to  lu^e  their  to  the  faid  governor  and  company, 
appeal  therein  to  us,  our  heirs  and  and  their  luccellbrs,  by  thefe  pre- 
ruccefibrs,  for  redrefs  in  fuch  cafes,  feuts,  that  thefe  our  letters  patents 
within  this  our  realm  of  England  ; (hall  be  finn,  good,  effcftaial  and  a- 
aud  tliat  it  (hall  be  lawful  to  and  vailable,  in  all  things  in  the  law,  to 
for  the  inhaliitants  of  the  faid  colo*  all  intents,  conilru&iuns  and  pur- 
ny  of  Providence  plantation,  with-  pofes  whatfbever,  according  to  our 
out  letter  molellatkin,  to  pafsand  true  intent  and  meaning  herein  be* 
repafs  with  freedom  into  and  fore  declared ; atid  ftiall  be  conibni- 
throughthe  rcll  of  the  Englifhco-  ed,  reputed  and  adjudged,  in  all 
lollies,  upon  tlieir  lawful  and  civil  cafes,  mull  favourably,  un  the  be- 
eccaflons,  and  to  converfe,  and  hold  half,  and  fur  tlie  bed  benefit  and  be- 
commerce,  and  trade  with  fuch  of  hoof  of  the  faid  governor  arxt  coni- 
tlie  inliabitants  of  our  otlier  Englifh  pany,  any  tiieir  uircefibrs,  although 
colonies  as  fhall  be  willing  toa&iit  exprefs  mention,  tke.  In  whneis, 
them  thereunto,  they  behaving  &c.  witued,  bcc. 
themlelves  peace^ly  among  them ; Per  t^lrr.  Regem 

•CONNECTICUT  CHARTER. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  prelents  dull  come,  greeting, 
cf  God,  &c.  to  all  to  wliom  thefe  whereas  by  tltc  feveral  navigations, 

difeuveries, 
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mean- 
at  the 

nod  of  politicians,  they  boldly  affirp  thatihefc  colo« 
niesnever  had  arighjctOjbe  their  own  Icgiflatnre.,  ^ 

It  would  be  accounted  a very  hard  cafe  m England, 
for  no  juft  reafon^tO;take  away  the  chanersof  all  cor- 
porations, in  the  nation,  many  of  whic^i  ^havc  no  other 
fccuritythan  the  g|rants.of(^;princes,,and  the  pr.efcrip- 
tion  of  tint?* . If  thcXe/ocieties  w'ere  refufed  the  pri- 

o’"  ' * 

vilcgc  !of  reprefentaiion,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 

N n land. 
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tion  of  this  charter.  ^ if,  words  either  liad  no. 
ing,  or  were  liable  to  change  their  fignification 


(tifcovcr;  and  fuccflsf'ul  plantd- 
timis  of  divers  of  our  lovin"  fub- 
of  this  our  reiJin  of  England, 
feveral  lands,  iflunds,  places,  colo- 
nies and  plantations,  nave  betfn  or- 
dained and  ferried  in  tbrrt  part  of 
the  continent  of  America  called 
New-England,  and  thereby  the 
trade  and  commerce  there  hath 
bees  of  late  years  much  increafed  ; 
and  wliereai  vv?  have  been  inform- 
ed by  the  humble  pethion  of  our 
truftyaud  well-belovetf  John  Win- 
throp,  John  Mafun,  Samuel  Wills, 
Henry  Clarke,  Matthew  Allen 
Tolat  Tappan,  Natlian  Gould, 
Richard  1 reate,  Richard' Lord, 
Henry  Woolcot,  John  ■jTr'lcolt, 
Daniel  Clarke,  John  Ogden,  Tho- 
tiias  Wells,  Oba(.liahBre\vtou,  John 
Cl.irke,  Ahthony  Hawkins,  John 
Deming,  and  M lUhew  Caintield, 
being  perfous  principally  intereft- 
rd  in  our  colons  or  nlantatimis  of 
C.onnc\n.icut  in  New- England,  that 
the  fame  colony,  or  the  greatelf 
part  thereof,  was  piirchaled  and 
obtained  for  great  and  valuable 
confnJeratimis,  and  fime  other 
part  thereof  gained  by  cont)nelt 
aiul  with  much  difficulty,  and  at 
die  only  endeavours,  er.pence  and 
charge  of  them  and  their  alToclaces, 
aiid  thole  under  whom  th'ty  claim, 
fub.lued  and  improved,  and  there- 
by become  a confidcrable  enlarge- 
vnent  and  addition  of  our  domiui- 


ohs  and  intereft  tliefe  : how  know 
ye,  that  in  confideration  thereof, 
and  in  regard  the  faid  colony  is  re- 
ntote  from  other  of  the  Englifh  lan- 
tations  in  tile  places  aforelaid,- and 
to  the  end  the  anairs  and  bufineft, 
which  fhall  from  time  to  time  hap- 
pen or  arife  concerning  the  fame, 
may  be  duly  ordrrerl  and  managed, 
we  have  thought  fit,  at  the  hum- 
ble petition  of  the  peHbns  albre- 
faid,  and  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
create  and  make  tlieni  a boily  po- 
litic and  coroporate,  with  the 
powers  and  privileges  herein  after  1 
mentioned ; and  according  otir 
will  andpleafnre  is.andof  ourcfjje- 
cia!  gtace,  certain  knowled.ge,  and 
mere  motion,  we  have  ordained, 
confluted  ana  declared,  ami  by 
thefe  prefents,  for  ns,  onr  heir 
and  fticceffiirs,  do  ordain,  conditute 
anddeclare,  that  they  the  faid  John 
Winthorp,  Jo'in  Mafon  Samuel 
Willis,  Henry  Clerke  Mattliew  Al- 
len. Tlios.  1‘apcn,  Nathan  Gciild, 
Richard  Trr.rte,  Richard  Lord, 
Heury  Wonlcot.  John  Ta'cott, 
D.anial  Clarke,  John  Ogden,  Tho- 
in.as  Vfells,  Obadiah  Brewton,  John 
Clarke,  Antony  Hawkins,  John 
Deming,  and  iVlathew  Camneld, 
andall  fnch  others,  as  now  areor 
hereafter  (hall  be  admitted  and 
nude  free  of  the  company’  and  fo- 
ciety  ofonrcolany  o ConneiiUcnt, 
in  Amciica,  (hall,  from  time  to 

time 
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land,  they  could  not  be  juftly  obliged  to  pay  any  re- 
venue to  the  government.  If  the  cafe  of  the  colonifts 
be  different  from  this,  they  are  only  flaves,  and  not  free 
fubjefts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

Virginia,  which  firll  had  a very  large  fignification, 
though  granted  to  a company  then  refident  in  Lon- 
don, is  held  by  much  the  fame  tenure  as-  the  other 
colonies,  with  this  difference,  that  the  council  has, 
by  the  charter,  a power  to  make  laws  for  the  good 
of  the  colony,  according  to  their  own  difcrciion; 

whereaa 


time,  and  for  ever  hereafter  be  further  we  will  and  ordain  and  by 
CHK  body  corporate  politic,  in  thefe  prefents  for  us  our  heirs  and 
faA  and  name,  by  the  name  of  fucceflors,  do  declare  and  appoint. 
Governor  and  company  of  tlic  That  for  the  better  ordering  and 
Engliili  colony  of  Cuimeifticut  in  managing  of  tlie  affairs  and  buff- 
Mew- England  in  America;  and  nefs  of  the  faid  company  and  their 
that  by  tlie  fame  name  they,  and  fucceffbrs,  there  fttaJl  be  one  go- 
thcir  fucceiTurs  ffiall  and  may  have  veniur,  one  deputy-governor,  and 
perpetual  fuccelHon,  aud  ffiall  and  twelve  alliftants  to  be  from  time 
may  be  perfons  able  and  capable  to  time,  conlbu^ed,  elected,  and 
in  ihe  law  to  plead  and  be  iin-  chofen  out  of  the  freemen  of  tlie 
pleaded,  to  anfwer  and  to  be  an-  faid  company  for  the  time  being, 
fwered  unto,  to  defend  and  be  tie-  in  fiich  manner  ,md  form  as  hear- 
feiided  in  all  and  finguiar  fuits,  after,  inthefe  prefents  isexprefled  ; 
caufes,  quarrels,  matters,  aftions  which faitf officers  ftialf apply  them- 
and  tilings  of  what  kind  or  nature  felves  to  take  care  for  the  bell  dif’ 
foever;  and  alfu  to  have,  take  pofiiig  and  ordering  of  the  genet^ 
poffefs,  acquire,  and  purchafe  bullners  and  affairs  of  and  con- 
lands,  tenements,  or  heredita-  cerning  the  lands  and  heredita- 
tnents,  nr  any  goods  or  chattels,  meuts  herein  after-mentioned  to 
and  the  fame  to  leafe,  grant,  de-  be  grfmted,  and  the  plantation 
mife,  alien,  bargain,  fell,  and  dif-  thereof  and  the  government  of 
pofe  of,  as  our  otiter  liege  people  the  people  thereof,  rtnd  for  thn 
of  this  onr  realm  of  England,  or  better  execution  of  our  royal  plea- 
any  oth-r  corporation  or  body  po-  fure,  herein  we  do  for  us,  onr 
litic  within  tlie  fame  may  lawfal-  heirs  and  fucceflors  affign,  name, 
ly  do.  And  further,  1 hat  the  faid  conftitute,  and  ajjpoiiit  the  afore- 
governor  and  company  aixl  thrir  faid  John  Winthrop  to  be  the  firfl 
fucceflors  ffiall  and  may  for  ever  and  prefent  governor  of  the  faid 
hereafter,  liave  a common  fealto  company,  and  the  faid  John  Ma- 
ferve  and  ufc  fur  all  caufes,  mat-  fiutobe  the  deputy-governor  and 
ters,  things,  and  affairs  whatfoever,  the  faid  Samuel  Willis,  Matthew 
of  them  and  their  fucceflbi's,  and  Allen,  Nathan  Gould.  Henry 
the  fame  feal  to  alter,  change,  Clarke,  Richard  Treatc,  John  Og- 
break,  aud  make  new  from  time  den,  Tlionias  Ta open,  John  Tal-- 
to  time,  at  tlieir  wills  and  plea-  colt,  Tliomas  WelU,  Henry  Wool- 
furcs,  as  they  lliall  think  til.  Aud  cot,  Richard  Lord,  and  Daniel 

Clarke, 
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whereas  the  other  colonies  are  bound  to  confine  all 
i)ew  laws  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain.  This  is  a power  granted  to  perfons  living 
within  England,  to  rule  Britifli  fubjefts  at  difcrction, 
which  is  not  confident  with  either  the  charafttr  of 
Engliflimen,  nor  the  conflitution  of  England.  There  are 
three  charters  which  were  granted  at  different  times 
by  King  James  the  firft,  to  the  Virginia  company,  one 
to  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir  George  Somers,  and  others. 


April  10,  1606,  and  two 


Clerke,  to  be  tlie  twelve  prefbnt 
ailUhmts  of  the  faid  company,  to 
continue  in  tlie  faid  feveral  oceffis 
refpeftively  until  the  fecond  Thurf- 
day,  which  fiiall  be  in  the  month 
of  October,  now  next  coming. 
And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thcli: 
prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 
nicceflors,  do  ordain  and  grant. 
That  the  governor  of  the  faid' 
company,  tor  the  time  being,  or 
in  his  ablimce,  by  occation  ot  fick- 
nels  or  otherwife,  by  Itis  leave 
or  pennilhon,  the  deputy-governor 
for  the  time  being  (ludi  and  may, 
from  time  to  time  upon  all  occa- 
lions,  give  order  for  the  alfem- 
bling  of  the  fuid  com))any,  and 
calling  them  together,  to  confult 
and  advife  of  the  bulinefs  and  af- 
fairs of  the  faid  company,  and 
that  for  ever  hereafter,  twice  in 
every  year  that  is  to  fay,  on  every 
fecond  Thurfday  in  October,  and 
on  every  fecond  Thurfday  in  May, 
or  oftener.  in  cafe  it  fliall  be  requi- 
lice,  the  afliliants  and  freemen  of 
the  faid  company,  or  fuch  of  tliem 
not  exceeding  two  perfons  from 
each  place,  town,  or  city,  who 
lhall  be  from  time  to  time,  there- 
unto clewed  or  deputed  by  the  ma- 
jor i»n.  nf  the  freemen  of. the  re- 
jpe^tive  U wns,  cities,  and  places, 
for  whicl.  they  fhdi  be  fb  clefted 
or  deputed,  fhall  .bavQ  a general 
Riffling  or  aiTcmbly,  then  and 


to  the  treafurcr  and  com- 
pany 

there  to  confult  and  advile  In  and 
about  the  affairs  and  bufmefs  of 
the  faid  company  ; and  that  the  go- 
vernor, or  in  his  ablviice  the  depu- 
ty-govenior  of  the  faid  ccmpaiiy 
for  the  time  being,  and  fuch  of  th« 
aflidants  and  freemen  of  the  faid 
company  as  fliall  be  fo  elcfted  or 
deputed,  and  be  prefent  at  fuch 
meeting  or  allembly,  or  the  great- 
cli  number  of  them,  whereof  the 
governor  or  deputy -govenior,  and 
lix  of  tlie  alliltaiits  at  lead  tp 
feven,  fliall  be  called  the  general 
aflembly,  and  fliall  have  full  power 
and  aiitliority  to  alter  and  change 
their  days  and  times  of  meeting  or 
general  afleniblies,  for  tfie  eleitinjj 
the  governor,  deputy-gov  ernor^ 
and  aflillaiits,  or  other  officers, 
or  any  other  courts,  afleniblies, 
or  meetings,  and  to  chufe,  nomi- 
nate, and  appoint  fuch,  and  fo 
many  other  perfons  as  they  fliall 
think  fit,  and  fliall  be  wiliing  to 
accept  tlie  fame,  to  be  free  of  the 
faid  company  and  Ixuly  politic, 
and  them  into  the  fame  to  admit, 
and  to  cleft  and  conflitute  fuch 
officers  as  they  fhal!  th.ink  fit  and 
reqjiifite  for  the  orderinr;,  mana- 
ging, and  difpofln"  of  tfie  affairs 
of  rhe  faid  governor  and  company, 
add  their  lucceflors.  And  we  do 
hereby  for  ns,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors,  eflablifli  and.  ordain.  That 
once  in  tlie  year,  for  ever  Lereafu  r, 
nwr-e’e 
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pany  for  Virginia,  the  one  dated  March  23,  160^ 
and  the  other  March  12,  t6ii-i2.  'Ihele  Ipcing 
exceedingly  long  and  tedious,  {hall  be  given  at  the 
iii'd  of  this  voluiti. 

Pennfylvania,  which  is  a proprietory  colony,  was 
granted  to  the  proprietor,  William  Penn,  much  in  the 
fame  manner  as' the  others  are  granted  to  the  proprie- 
tors and  pofleffors  thereof.  The'  charter  gives  Sir  Wil- 
liam power  to  make  laws,  raife  money  by  the  con- 
fent  of  the  freemen  or  their  deputies,  to  appoint  judges 
‘ ■ ■ ■ and 


pomely,  tlie  ftid  fccond  ThurAlay  eleftion  of  occ  or  more  of  their 
in  May,  the  governor,  deputy-go-  company,  in  the  room  or  piare^ 
vemor,  and  allillants,  of  the  laid  rooinE  or  places,  of  fncli  governor, 
company,  and  odicr  olhcers  of  the  deputy-governor,  afliiiant,  or  o- 
faid  company,  or  fuch  of  them  as  therofficer  or  officers  fo  dying,  or 
the  raid  general  alfcinbly  ihall  removed,  according  to  their  difcre* 
think  fit,  iiiall  be  in  the  faid  ge-  tions  And  immediately  upon,  and 
neral  court  and  allenibly,  tobe  held  after  fuch  cleflion,  or  eletUons, 
from  that  day  or  time  ncwlyi  made  of  fuch  governor,  depiity- 
chofen  for  the  year  eiifuing.  by  governor,  affiltant  or  aHiflants,  or 
fuch  greater  part  of  the  faid  cont-  any  other  officer  of  the  faid  com- 
pany for  tile  time  being,  then  pany,  in  manner  and  form  afore- 
and  there  nrefent.  faid,  the  authority,  office,  aiul 

And  it  the  governor,  deptity-go-,  power  before  given  to  the  former 
venor  and  alliltantr.,  by  thefe  pre-  govenmr,  deputy- governor,  or  o- 
fems  appointed,  or  fucli  as  here-  tber  officer  and  officers  fo  removed, 
after  be  newly  chofeii  into  their  in  whofe  Head  and  place  new  lliall 
rooms,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  o-  bcchofcn,  fliall,  as  to  him  and  them 
ther  the  officers  to  be  appointed  an<l  every  of  them  ref[)e^tively, 
for  the  faid  company  (hall  die.  ceafe  aikl  detetmine.  Provided  a l- 
or  be  removed  fnun  hjs  or  their  fo,  and  our  will  and  pleafure  is 
feveral  offices  or  places  before  the  That  as  well  futh  as  arc  by  thefe 
faid  general  day  of  eleftion,(wliom  jirtlents  appointed  to  be  the  pte-' 
we  do  hereby  declare,  for  any  mif-  fent  governor,  deputy-governor, 
demeanour  or  default,  to  pc  re-  and  affiltants  of  the  faid  company, 
moveable  by  tlie  go\'ernor,  affili-  as  ibofe  that  fliiUl  fucceed  them, 
ants,  and  company,  or  fuch  great-  pud  all  othpr  officers  to  be  appoint-’ 
cr  part  of  them,  in  any  of  the  ed  and  chofen  as  aforefaief,  fhall, 
faiil  public  courts  to  be  auembled,  before  they  undertake  the  execu- 
as  is  aforefaid)  that  ilien,  and  in  e-  tiott  of  theic  faid  offices  and  places 
very  fuch  cafe,  it  (hall  and  may  he  rdJioCtively,  take  their  feveral  and 
lawful  to  and  for  the  governor,  de- . relpeilive  corporeal  loatbS)  for  the 
puty-governnr,  and  allillants,  aiid  due  and  faitoflil  performanoe  of 
company  afuref..id,  or  fuch  greiiier . their  duties  in  the  ■Ihveral'  Dffires^ 
part  of  them  lb  to  be  affcmblod,-  and  places,  before  iuclrpeilbn  or,' 
as  is  aforefaid  in  any  of  their  af-  ptorfonS  as  tire,  by  tbelfe  jwelMitB,  ' 
fcmbtks^  to  pi'vivyd  to  a new  hbreafeer  appointol' to  t^e  tmd' 

v;  I ■ " V 
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and  officers  neceffarjr  for  the  probates  of  wills,  a 
power  to  pardons  crimes,  except  murder  and  high 
treafon,  and  m thefe  to  grant  reprieves.  Alfo  to  make 
any  laws  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England.  But 
in  doubtful  cafes,  the  fubjefls  were  allowed  to’ appeal 
to  t.tekmg.  In  this  charter  there  is  a particular  re- 
feryc  concerning  the  Brmfli  parliament  with  regard  to 
taxation;  this  power  of  pariiament  is  exprclTcd  in  the 
charwr,  for  it  is  faid  no  taxes  Ihall  be  laid  upon  the 
inhabitants  but  by  aft  of  affembly  or  aft  of  parliament, 

Such 


K is  to  fay. 
Tbe  faid  John  Wimh/op,  who  is 
herein  before  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed the  prefent  governor  of  the 
conmany,  (halt  take  the  faid 
oath  before  one  or  more  of  the 
Jtiaftersof  our  court  of  cham  ery 
fir  the  time  being;  unto  which 
rnalter  of  chiinccry  we  do.  by  thefe 
preffflta,  give  full  power  and  au- 
admiiiifter  the  faid  oath 
to  the  faid  John  Winthroi 
jprtly  ^i_d  the  faid  John  Ma- 
<mi,  who  If  herein  before  nomina- 

Stcd  and  appointed  the  picfent  de- 
of  the  raid  compa- 
V,  ftiall  tee  the  (aid  oath  be^re 
the  (aid  John  Wintiop,  or  any  two 
Of  the  ainffants  of  tV  faid  com- 
pany ; umo  whom  we  do,  by  the(e 
prefeuti,  give  ftill  power  and  au- 
thority  to  adminifter  the  Paid  oath 
to  the  (aid  John  IMafon  accordiijff- 
]y  -,  aud  the  faid  Samuel  Willi* 
I^nry  Clarke.  .Matthew  Allen', 
TFumias  Tappeii,  Nathaniel  Gould. 
Ricitttnl  Ircate.  Richard  Lord, 

• alcott.  Da^ 
niel  Gljirke,  John  Ogden,  and  Tho- 
mas WeIN,  wIkj  are  herein  before 
TOnitiwted  and  ajipointed  the  iirc- 
rent  aHiltants  of  the  fuid  company, 
fhall  take  the  oath  before  the  faid 
John  Wmthrop,  and  Jolin  Mafon, 
or  one  of  thmi ; to  whom  we  do 
‘Jvi^y  give  full  ^wer  and  aiitho- 
nly  to  atira  mider  the  fame  accord- 
Ji?j;ly«  And  our  further  will  and 


**'/'’®*  every  go. 

vmior,  or  deputy-governor,  m be 

cle^d  and  chofen,  by  virtue  of 
Prefents,  (hall  tSce  the  faS 
oath  bef^e  two  or  more  of  the  af- 
fillauts  of  the  faid  company,  for 

do  bv‘“ih  "-e 

ap>  by  thc(c  prefents,  trivc  fnll 

power  and  autWity  tol  vc  and 

(y.  And  the  faid  a)  Hants  and,, 
verj.  of  them  and  all  or  evVtVmh^' 
officer  or  officers  to  be  h^eifi^ 
fnim  time  to  time  to  'i-lH^ 
the  fan!  oath  before  the  governor 
or  depnty-governor.  for  the  tTnm 
governor 

we  do,  by  thefe  prefents  give  full 

ine  lanie  accordingly,  r,„ 

ther.  ofour  more  a^ple  f 
tarn  know  ledge,  and  mere  motio^ 
we  liave  given  and  granted  and 

luccellors.  do  give  and  grant  unto 
,1^  [?'^‘i.K«venior  and  tompaiw  ^ 

the  Engl, n,  colony  of  ConneFli  ^ 
in  Ncw-England,  in  America 
to  every  inhabitant  there, 

ejery  perfon  and  perfons 
thither,  and  to  every  fnrj/I^]-^ 

of  the  faid  co  ony.  full  nmv.,  ‘ I 

rnnhority.  from  "rime  trX  S 

at  all  times  hereafter  to  take  (^ 
tranfport,  and  carry  awav  for 

ofthc  faid  colony,  fuchofoww! 

ing 
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3uch  as  have  accepted  of  this  charter  ought  not  to 
complain  of  parliamentary  taxation^  unlefs  they  un- 
derftood  that  they  were  both  to  have  a reprefentation 
in  their  own  aflemblies.  and  in  the  parliament  of  Bri- 
tain ; which  it  is  manifeft  they  never  dreamed  of.  This 
flicws  us  that  the  far  greater  part  of  thofe  patent  pri- 
vileges arc  imperfeft,  and  that  many  arguments  taken 
from  grants  are  in  the  natural  right. 

Mr  Penn,  according  to  this  charter,  framed  a fyftera 
of  governmeut  for  the  ruling  the  proirince  of  Penfylva- 

nia. 


ing  fiibjefts  and  ftrangers  as  fliall 
cr  will  williittly  accompany  them, 
in  and  tp  their  Taid  colony  and 
plantation,  except  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  as  are  or  lhail  be  therein 
reltrained  by  ns,  our  heirs  anij  fuc- 
ceflbrs ; and  alfo  to  llpp  and  tranC- 
purtall,  and  all  manner  of  goods, 
chattels,  merchandizes,  and  other 
things  whatfoever,  that  arc  or  lhail 
be  ufeful  or  necellary  for  the  in- 
habitants of  tile  faid  colony,  and 
may  lawfully  be  tranfRorted  thj- 
tlier ; neverthelefs  pot  to  be  difehar- 
of  payment  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
liiccelTors,  of  the  duties,  culloim 
and  fubfidies,  which  are  or  ought 
to  be  paid  nr  payable  for  the  fame. 
And  further,  our  will  and  pleafure 
is  and  we  do  for  ns  our  heirs  and 
fucccfibrs  ordain,  declajc,  and 
grant  unto  the  faid  governor  .md 
company,  and  their  fucceflbrs, 
that  all  and  every  tlie  fulyefts  of 
us,  our  lieirs  and  fucceflbrs,  which 
fliall  go  to  inhabit  within  the  faid 
colony,  and  every  of  their  children 
which  (hall  happen  to  be  born 
there,  or  on  the  fea  in  going  thi- 
ther or  retiirnin,"  from  thence, 
Ciall  have  and  enjoy  all  liberties, 
and  immunities  of  free  and  natural 
fubjefU  within  any  of  the  do- 
•jTiinions  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fiicccf- 
\fori  to  all  iiueats,  cunllrufUuns 


and  purpofts  wjj^tfoever,  as  if  they 
and  every  of  them  were  bom  with- 
in the  realm  oi  England.  And 
we  do  authorize  and  empower 
the  governor,  or  in  his  abfcncc  the 
deputy-governor  for  the  time  be- 
ing, to  appohit  two  or  more  of  the 
faid  allilhints,  at  any  of  their  courts 
or  afleiiihlies  ..to  be  held  as  aforc- 
faid,  to  have  power  and  authority 
to  adminiller  the  oath  of  fupretnar 
cy  and  obedience  ta  all  ana  every 
perfon  and  perfons,  which  (hall  at 
any  time  or  times,  hereafter  go  or 
pafs  into  ttie  faid  colony  of  Con- 
nedlicut  i unto  which  faid  aflill- 
ants,  fo  to  be  anp-.iinted  as  afore- 
faid,  we  do  by  tbefe  prefents  give 
full  power  and  authority  to  adnii- 
liiller  the  faid  oath  accordingly 
And  ^Ye  further,  of  our  erpecial 
grace,  certain  knowleiige.  and 
mere  moticui,  give  and  grant  unto 
tlie  faid  governor  ?nd  coinjiany  of 
tl(e  Engiilh  colony  of  Cafme<^lkut, 
in  New- England  iq  America,  and 
tlieir  fiiccelToi-s,  that  it  Gtali  and 
may  be  lawftil  to  and  for  the  go- 
vernor, or  deputy-goi’emor,  and 
fuch  of  the  aflilbiUs  of  the  laid 
coinpauy  fi>r  the  tiiqe  being,  as 
lhail  be  aflembled  in  any  of  the 
general  courts  aforefaid.  or  in  any 
courts  to  be  erpecially  fummoned 
or  aflembled  foy  that  purpofe,  or 
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nia,  confiAing  of  forty  articles,  which  both  Ihew  his 
Wifdora  and  juftice,  as  proprietor  of  that  province. 
The  preface  to  the  frame,  and  the  form  itfelf,  are  cx- 
prelTedas  follows:  ‘ 

“ For  particular  Frames  and  Models,  it  will  become 
me  to  fay  little ; and  comparatively  I will  fay  nothing. 
My  reafons  are:  Firft,  That  the  age  is  too  nice  and 
difficult  for  it  j there  being  nothing  the  wits  of  men 
are  more  bufy  and  divided  upon.  *Tis  true,  they 


feem  to  agree  in  the  end, 

the  greater  part  bf  them,  ■whereof 
the  goirethor,  or  deputy-governor, 
and  lix  of  the  affiflants,  to  oc  always 
fcven,  to  erect  and  make  fuch 
judicatories  for  the  hearing  and  de- 
termining of  all  aiJtious,  Caufes, 
matters,  and  things  happening 
within  the  faid  colony  or  plantation, 
and  which  lhall  be  in  difpute  ^ 
depending  there,  as  they  lhall  think 
fit  and  convenient ; and  alfb,  from 
time  to  time,  to  make,  onlain,  and 
eliablilh,  all  manner  of  wholefonw 
and  reafonable  laws,  ftatntes,  ordi- 
nances, dirc&lons,  and  inlhmclions, 
not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, as  well  for  fettling  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  government  and 
magiltraey,  fit  and  necellary  for 
the  faid  plantation,  and  the  inha- 
bitants there,  as  for  naming  and 
{filing  all  forts  of  officers,  both 
fuperior  and  inferior,  which  tliey 
(hall  find  needful  for  the  goveni- 
ment  and  plantation  of  the  faid 
colonv,  and  the  diltinguilhine  and 
fetting  forth  of  the  feveral  duties, 
powers  and  limits  of  every  fuch 
office  and  place,  and  the  forms  of 
fucli  oaths,  not  being  contrary  to 
tlte  laws  and  ftatntes  of  this  our 
realm  of  EDgl2i.d,  to  be  adinini- 
ftered  for  the  cxcriition  of  the  faid 
feveral  offices  and  places;  as  alfo 
for  the  difpoiiiig  and  ordering  of 
the  eleSion  of  fuch  of  the  laid 
officers  as  are  to  be  annually  chofen, 


to  wit,  Happinefs ; but  ia 

the 

and  of  fuch  others  as  lhall  fuccecd, 
in  cafe  of  death  or  removal,  and  ad- 
miiiifterii^  the  faid  oath  to  the  new 
eledted  officers,  and  granting  nc- 
celTary  commiffions,  and  for  impo- 
fition  of  lawful  fines,  mulfb,  itu- 
prifonments,  or  other  punillimenfai 
Ufton  olienders  and  delinquents,  ac- 
cording to  the  courfe  of  other  cor- 
]>orations  witliin  thU  our  kingdoui 
of  England;  and  the  fame  laws, 
fine;,  mulds,  and  executions,  to  al- 
ter, change,  revoke,  annul,  releafe 
or  pardon,  under  tlteir  commoi;- 
feai,  as  by  the  faid  general  alTcinbly, 
or  major  part  of  tliem,  lliall  be 
thought  fit ; and  for  the  diredling, 
ruling  and  difpoiiiig  of  all  oilier 
matters  and  tilings,  whereby  our 
faid  people,  inhabitants  there,  may 
be  fo  rcligiouily,  peaceably,  anU 
civilly  govemetl,  as  their  good  life, 
and  onlerly  converfation,  may  wiu 
and  invite  thenativesof  thecouiury' 
to  the  knowledge  and  obedience  oi’ 
the  only  true  God  and  Saviour  of 
mankind,  and  the  Chriftian  faith; 
which  in  otir  royal  intentions,  and 
the  adventurers  free  profcllion,  iii 
the  only  and  jiriiicipal  end  of  this 
plantation ; willing,  conuiiauding, 
and  requiring,  and  by  thefe  pre- 
feiits,  for  ns,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,  ordaining,  and  appointing, 
that  all  fuch  laws,  ft:itues,  ami  or- 
dinances, inftrudions,  impofitiona 
and  dircdlions,  as  lhall  be  lb  ma  'e 
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the  means  they  djffer,as  to  divine,  fo  alfd  to  this  human 
felicity;  and  the  caufe  is  niuchth'e  iamd,  not  always 
want  of  light  and  knowledge,  biit  want  of  uling  them 
rightly.  Men  fide  with  their  paffidns  againft  their 
reafon,  and  their  finifter  interells  haVe  fo  ftrong  a bias 
Upon  their  minds,  that  they  lean  to  them'  againTlthc 
good  of  the  things  they  knowi 
. “ Secondly,  I do  not  find  a model  in  the  world,  that 
time,  place,  and.  fo'mc  fingular  emergencies  have  not 
neceffarily  altered  ; nor  is  it  eafy  to  frame  a civil  go- 


vernment that  ihall  ferve 


by  the  governor,  deputy -govemtir 
and  adiliaiits,  as  albrefaid,  and 
pubtithed  in  writing  under  their 
conimon-'real,  (hail  carefillly  and 
duly  be  obferved,  kept,  performed 
and  put  in  execution,  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  fame;  and  thefe  our  letters 
patents,  or  the  duplicate  or  exem- 
plification thereof,  ihall  be,  to  all 
•and  every  fuch  officers,  fuperiors 
and  inferiors,  from  time  to  time, 
for  the  putting  of  the  fame  orders, 
laws,  Ifatiites,  ordinances,  iiiAnic- 
tions  and  directions  in  due  execu- 
tion, agalnAus,  our  heirs  arxl  ivic- 
ceffors  a fufficient  warr;int  and  dif- 
charge.  And  we  do  further,  for 
US,  our  heirs  and  fucccllbrs,  give 
and  grant  unto  the  laid  governor 
aiul  company  and  their  fiicceirors, 
by  thefe  prefents,  that  it  IhnII  and 
iniy  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  cliicf 
commanders,  governors  and  olfi- 
cers  of  the  faid  company  fur  'lie 
time  being,  who  (hall  be  relident 
•in  the  parts  of  New  England  here- 
after mentioned,  and  others  iiiha- 
bitini;'  tfierc,  by  their  leave,  admit- 
tance, a]t|X>intment,  or  dirediun. 
from  time  to  time,  and  all 
times  hereafter,  for  their  fpecial  de- 
fence am!  fafety , to  alfemblc,  mar  dial 
array,  and  put  in  warlike  poAure, 
the  inliabitants  of  the  laid  colony, 
and  to  conimiJliocate,  empower 


1 places  alike. 

Thlrdi}', 

i4il 

and  authorize  fuen  perfbh  or  i)  t- 
foils  as  tliey  Aiall  think,  fit,  to  lead 
and  condud  tlic  faid  inlittbitan;;, 
and  to  encounter,  expulfe,  repel, 
and  reliA  by  force  of  arms,  as  " ell 
by  fea  aa  bvland,  and  alfo  to  kill, 
Aay  and  dcAruy,  by  all  fitting  way's, 
enterprizes  and  means  whatfoev^r 
all  and  every  fuch  perfon  aiidperibiis 
as  fiiall  at  any  tiiitc  hereafter  at- 
tempt or  cuterprize  the  deAniftiori. 
inviion,  detriment  or  annoysnee  of 
the  faid  inhabitants  and  yllanta- 
tions,  and  to  ufe  and  exercifc_  the 
law  martial  in  inch  cafes  only  as 
occafion  fiiall  require,  and  to  take 
or  furprir.e,  by  all  ways  and  means 
whallucfer,  all  and  every  liich  per- 
fon orperlbns,  with  their  fliips,  ar- 
mour, ammuniticn,  and  other 
goods,  of  fuch  a.s  riiall,  inflxhhcf- 
tile  niaiintr,  invade  or  attempt  the 
defeating  of  the  faid  plantaiiun,  or 
U«  hint  of  the  :'..;d  company  »hd 
inhabitants,  ami,  upini  juA  canfe  s, 
to  invade  or deAroy  the  natives  or 
other  enemies  of  the  laid  colory. 
Ktvcrihelels  our  will  and  pler.fi:;3 
is,  ai)d  we  do  hereby  declare  lir.tu 
all  Chrilti:.!!  kings,  prince.-'  ayd 
(talcs,  and  if  any  pet  litis,  wjtkli 
fiiall  bercafler  be  of  ll’.e  faid  'cosp 
panyor  phuitatioa,  cr  auv  oilut- 
by  appoiiitnutiit  of  tht  faitl  gcvif, 
nor  and  comjta'iv,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, fl'.al!  at  ary  iiti:-.-  cr  linici  here 
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Thirdly,  I know  what  is  faid  by  the  fcveral  admirers 
of  monarchy,  ariflocracy,  and  democracy,  which  are 
the  rule  of  one,  a few,  and  many ; and  are  the  three 
common  ideas  of  government,  when  men  difcourfe  on 
that  fubjeft.  But  1 chufe  to  folve  the  controverfy 
with  this  fmall  dl(tin£lioh,  and  it  belongs  to  all  three: 
Any  government  is  free  to  the  people  under  it  (what- 
ever be  the  frame)  where  the  laws  rule,  and  the  peo- 
ple arc  a party  to  thofe  laws ; and  more  than  this  is 
tyranny,  oligarchy,  or  confufion. 

O 6 But 


after  rob  or  ^il,  by  fea  w by  land, 
and  do  any  hurt,  violence,  or  uu- 
lawful  hollility,  to  any  of  the  fub- 
jetli  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccefTours, 
®r  any  of  the  lubjefts  of  any  priiKc 
or  ftate,  being  then  in  league  with 
ns,  our  heirs  or  lucccflburs,  upon 
complaint  of  Tuch  injury  done  to  any 
fuch  prince  or  Hate,  or  their  fub- 
Jetts,  \vc,  our  heirs  and  fuccelfours, 
will  make  epeii  proclamation  with- 
in any  parts  of  our  realuie  oF  Kng- 
land,  tit  for  that  purpofe,  that  the 
™rron  or  pcrfons  committing  any 
fuch  robbery  or  fpoil  fliall,  within 
the  time  I imited  by  fuch  procla- 
mation, make  full  reflitutiou  or 
facisfa^iioU  of  all  fuch  injuries  done 
or  committed  ; fo  as  the  (aid  pruice 
or  others  fo  complaining  may  be 
fully  fatisfied  and  coiileuted  : And 
if  the  faid  perfou  or  pcrfons,  who 
(hall  commit  any  fuch  robbery  or 
Ijioil,  (hall  not  make  fatisfaiHion  ac- 
cordingly, within  fuch  time  fo  to 
be  limited,  (hat  then  it  fiiall  and 
may  be  lawful  tor  us.  our  heirs  and 
fucct-frours,  to  put  fuch  pcrfon  or 
perfoiis  out  of  our  allegiance  and 
protectum  ; aud  tliat  it  (hall  and 
may  be  lavi'ful  and  free  for  all  prin- 
ces and  others  to  profecute  with 
hofiilities  fuch  offenders,  and  every 
of  them,  and  et  cry  of  their  pro- 
curers, aiders,  abettors,  and  coun- 
fellors  in  that  belialf.  Pro- 
vided alfo,  and  our  exprefs  will 


and  pleafiire  is,  and  'Ve  do,  by 
thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
fuccelibrs,  ordain  and  appoint,  that 
thefe  pte(ents  (hall  not,  in  any  man- 
ner, hinder  any  of  our  loving  fub- 
je^ts  wliatfoevcr  to  ufe  and  exer- 
cife  the  trade  of  fifhin^,  upon  the 
coaftofNew  England  in  America, 
but  they,  and  every  or  any  of  them 
lhall  have  full  and  free  power  and 
liberty  to  continue  and  ufe  the  faid 
trade  of  tithing  upon  the  faid  coait, 
in  any  of  the  (eas  thereunto  ad- 
joining, or  any  arms  of  the  leas,  or 
falt-water  rivers,  where  they  have 
been  accuftamed  to  iitli ; and  to 
build  and  fet  upon  the  wafte  lands 
belonging  to  the  (lud  colony  of 
Coouecficut,  fuch  wharfs,  Pages, 
and  work-houfes,  as  fliall  be  iie- 
cefTary  for  the  falling,  drying,  and 
keeping  of  their  h(li,  Co  be  taken 
or  gotten  upon  that  ^oaft  ; auy 
thing  in  tlieCe  prefents  contained  to 
tlic  contrary  notw  ithftandiiig.  And 
know-ye  furtlier,  that  wee,  of  our 
more  abundant  grace,  _ certain 
know  ledge,  and  meeretuotioii,  hav« 
given,  granted  and  confirined, 
and  by  iliefe  prefents,  for  us, 
our  lieirs  and  fuctelfours,  do 
give,  grant  and  couhrin,  unto 
llie  (aioGovernonr  and  C« mpany, 
and  thrir  fiiccetfours,  all  that 
pari  of  our  dominions  in  New  Eng- 
laud  in  America,  boinded  on  llie 
Laft  by  the  Narraganfet  river, 
commonly 
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But  laftly,  when  all  is  faid,  there  is  hardly  one  frame 
of  government  in  the  world  fo  ill  defigned  by  its  firil 
founders,  that  in  good 'hands  would  not  do  well 
enough  y and  (lory  tells  us,  the  belt  in  ill  ones  can  do 
nothing  that  is  great  or  good;  witnefs  the  Jewilh  and 
Roman  Hates.  Governments,  like  clocks,  go  from 
the  motion  men  give  them  ; and  as  governments  arc 
made  and  moved  by  men,  fo  by  them  they  are  ruined 
too.  Wherefore  governments  rather  depend  upon 
men,  than  men  upon  governments.  Let  men  be  good 
and  the  government  can’t  be  bad  ; if  it  be  ill,  they 
will  cure  it.  But  if  men  be  bad,  let  the  government 

be 


commonly  called  Narraganfet  bay, 
where  the  faid  river  falletli  into 
the  tea,  and  on  the  north  by  the 
line  of  the  MaflachufeU  plantation, 
and  on  the  fouth  by  the  Tea,  and 
in  longitude,  at  the  line  of  IVIalTa- 
chufett  colony  running  from  eaft 
to  wed  (that  is  to  fay)  from  the 
faid  Narraganfett  bay,  on  the  eall, 
to  the  South  Sea,  on  the  welt  part, 
with  the  idands  thereunto  adjoin- 
ing togetlier  with  all  tli«  firm  lands, 
foils,  grounds,  heavens,  ports,  ri- 
vers, waters,  .fiArings,  mines,  mi- 
nerals, precious  ilones,quarries,  and 
ail  and  ungnlar  commodities,  Jurif- 
diflions,  royalties,  privileges,  fran- 
chifes,  pre-eminences,  and  heredi- 
taments whatibever,  within  the  faid 
tra^t,  bounds,  lands,  and  illands 
aforefaid,  or  to  them,  or  any  of 
them  belonging.  To  have  and  to 
hold  the  fame,  unto  the  faid  go- 
vernor and  company,  their  fuccef- 
for,  and  afligns,  forever,  upon  truft 
and  for  the  nfe  and  benefit  of  them- 
felves,  and  their  alTociates,  freemen 
of  the  faid  colony,  their  heirs  and 
alligns ; to  be  holden  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  fiiccefTors,  as  of  our  ma- 
nor ofEaft  Greenwich,  in  free  and 
common  ibccage,  and  not  i n enpife. 


nor  by  knights  fervlce ; yielding  and 
paying  therefore  to  us,  our  heirs 
and  fuccefTors,  only  the  fifth  part 
of  all  the  are  of  gold  and  fib  er, 
which  from  time  to  time  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  fliall  be  there  got- 
ten, bad  or  obtained,  in  lien  of  all 
ftrvices,  duties  ami  demands  what- 
foever,  to  be  to  us,  our  lieirsor 
fuccefTors,  therefore  or  thereout 
rendered,  made,  or  paid.  And 
laftly,  wr  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
fuccefTors,  grant  to  the  faid  go- 
vernor and  company  and  their 
fuccefTorr,  by  thefc  prefents.  that 
theft  onr  letters  patents  fhall  be 
firm,  good,  andcfTcdhial  in  thelaw, 
to  all  intents,  conflniclions  and 
purpofts  whatfoever,  according  to 
our  true  intent  and  meaniug  liere- 
in  before  declared,  as  fliall  be  con- 
flrucd,  reputed,  and  adjudged  mofl 
favourable  on  the  behiiT,  and  for 
the  belt  benefit  and  behoof  of  tlie 
faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fuccelTors,  altliough  cxprels 
mention,  &c.  In  'witnefs,  &c. 
Witnefs  the  King,  at 'Wcflminlter, 
the  tliree  and  twentieth  day  of  A- 
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be  never  fo  good,  they  will  endeavour  to  warp  and 
fpoll  it  to  their  turn. 

I know  fome  fay,  Let  us  have  good  laws,  and  no 
matter  for  the  men  that  execute  them ; But  let  them 
confider.  That  though  good  laws  do  well,  good  men 
do  better:  For  good  laws  may  want  good  men,  and 
be  abolifhed  or  evaded  by  ill  men;  but  good  men, 
will  never  want  good  laws,  nor  fuffer  ill  ones.  ’Tis 
true,  good  laws  have  fome  awe  upon  ill  miniflers,  but 
that  is  where  they  have  no  power  to  efcape  or  abolifli 
them,  and  the  people  are  generally  wife  and  good: 
But  a loofe  and  depraved  people  (which  is  to  the 
tjucftion)  love  laws  and  an  adminiftration  like  them- 
fclvcs.  That  therefore  which  makes  a conftitution, 
mufl  keep  it,  viz.  Men  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  qualities, 
that  becaufe  they  defeend  not  with  worldy  inheri- 
tances, mull  be  carefully  propagated  by  a virtuous 
education  of  youth  ; for  which  after  ages  will  owe 
more  to  the  care  and  prudence  of  founders  and  the 
fuccellivc  raagillracy,  than  to  their  parents  for  their 
private  patrimonies. 

Thefe  confiderations  of  the  weight  of  government, 
and  the  nice  and  various  opinions  about  it,  made  it 
uneafy  to  me  to  think  of  publiftiing  the  enfuing  frame 
and  conditional  laws,  forfeeing,  both  the  cenfures 
they  will  meet  with  from  men  of  different  humours 
and  engagements,  and  the  occafion  they  may  give  of 
difeourfe  beyond  my  dcfign. 

But  next  to  the  power  of  neceffity,  (which  is  a foli- 
citor  that  will  take  no  denial),  this  induced  me  to  a 
compliance,  that  we  have  (with  reverence  to  God  and 
good  confcience  to  men)  to  the  belt  of  our  fkill,  con- 
trived and  compofed  the  Frame  and  Lau-s  of  this  go- 
vernment, to  the  great  end  of  all  government,  viz.  To 
fupport  power  in  reverence  with  the  people,  and  to 
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fccnre  the  people  from  the  abufe  of  power;  that  they 
may  be  free  by  their  juft  obedience,  and  the  magi- 
ftrates  honourable  for  their  juft  adminiftration : For 
liberty  without  obedience  is  confufion,  and  obedience 
without  liberty  is  flavery.  To  carry  this  evennefs  is 
partly  owing  to  the  conftitution,  and  partly  to  the 
magiftracy  : Where  either  of  thefe  foil,  government 
will  be  fubjeft  to  convulhons ; but  where  both  arc 
wanting,  it  muft  be  totally  fubverted : Then  where 
both  meet,  the  government  is  like  to  endure.  Which 
I humbly  pray,  and  hope  GOD  Will  pleafe  to  make 
the  lot  of  this  of  Penfilvania.  Amen. 

William  Penn, 


The  F R A M E,  &c. 

“ To  all  people  to  whom  thefe  prefentS  (hall  come. 
Whereas  King  Charles  the  fecond,  by  his  letters  pa- 
tents, under  the  great  feal  of  England,  for  the  confi- 
deration  therein  mentioned,  hath  been  gracioufly  plea- 
fed  to  give  and  grant  unto  me  William  Penn  (by  the 
name  of  William  Penn,  Efq;  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Penn  deceafed)  and  to  my  heirs  and  afligns  for- 
ever, all  that  traft  of  land,  or  province,  called  Penfyl- 
vania,  in  America,  with  divers  great  powers,  pre- 
eminences, royalties,  jurifdiftions,  and  authorities,  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  well-being  and  government  thereof : 
Now  know  ye.  That  for  the  well-being  and  govern- 
ment of  the  faid  province,  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  all  the  freemen  and  planters  that  may  be  therein 
concerned,  in  purfuance  of  the  powers  afore-men- 
tioned, 1 the  faid  William  Penn  have  declared,  grant- 
ed, and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  me,  ray 
heirs  and  alTigns,  do  declare,  grant  and  confirm  unto 
all  the  freemen,  planters  and  adventurers,  of,  in  and 
to  the  faid  province,  thefe  liberties,  franchifes,  and 
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properties,  to  be  held,  enjoyed  and  kept  by  the  free- 
men, planters  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province  of 
Penfylvania  for  ever. 

Imprimis.  That  the  government  of  this  province 
fhall,  according  to  the  powers  of  the  patent,  conllft 
of  the  governor  and  freemen  of  the  faid  province,  ia 
form  of  a provincial  council  and  general  aflembly, 
by  whom  all  laws  (hall  be  made,  officers  chofen,  and 
public  affairs  tranfafted,  as  is  hereafter  refpeftively 
declared.  That  is  to  fay, 

II.  That  the  freemen  of  the  faid  province  (hall  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  (hall 
be  in  this  prefent  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty 
and  two,  tneet  and  affemble  in  fome  fit  place,  of  which 
timely  notice  (hall  be  beforehand  given  by  the  gover- 
nor or  his  deputy,  and  then  and  there  (hall  chufc  out 
of  themfelves,  feventy-two  perfons  of  moft  note  for 
their  wifdom,  virtue,  and  ability,  who  (hall  meet  ot| 
the  tenth  day  of  the  firft  month  next  enfuing,  and  al- 
ways be  called  and  aft  as  the  provincial  council  of  the 
faid  province. 

III.  That  at  the  firft  choice  of  fuch  provincial  coun- 
cil, one  third  part  of  the  faid  provincial  council  fliall 
be  chofen  to  ferve  for  three  years  then  next  enfuing, 
one  third  part  for  two  years  then  next  enfuing,  and 
one  third  part  for  one  year  then  next  following  fuch 
cleftion,  and  no  longer ; and  that  the  faid  third  part 
(liall  go  out  accordingly  ; and  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  the  twelfth  month  as  aforefaid,  yearly  forever  af- 
terward, the  freemen  in  the  faid  province  (hall  in  like 
manner  meet  and  affemble  together,  and  then  chufe 
twenty-four  perfons,  being  one  third  of  the  faid  num. 
ber,  to  ferve  in  provincial  council  for  three  years : 
It  being  intended,  that  one  third  part  of  the  whole 
provincial  council  (always  confiffing,  and  to  confifi  of 
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fcventy-two  perfons,  as  aforefaid)  falling  off  yearly, 
it  fliall  be  yearly  fupplicd  by  fuch  new  yearly  elec- 
tions, as  aforefaid  ; and  that  no  one  pcrfon  fliall  con- 
tinue therein  longer  than  three  years  ; and  in  cafe 
any  member  fliall  dcccafc  before  the  laft  election  du- 
ring his  time,  that  then  at  the  next  eleflion  enfuing 
his  deccafe,  another  fliall  be  chofsn  to  fupply  his  place 
for  the  remaining  time  he  was  to  have  ferved,  and  no 
longer. 

IV.  That  after  the  firfl:  feven  years,  every  one  of 
the  faid  third  parts  that  gocth  yearly  off,  fliall  be  in- 
capable of  being  chofen  again  for  one  whole  year  fol- 
lowing : That  fo  all  may  be  fitted  for  government, 
and  have  experience  of  the  care  and  burden  of  it. 

V.  That  the  provincial  council  in  all  cafes  and  mat- 
ters of  moment,  as  their  arguing  upon  bills  to  be  pall 
into  laws,  ercfling  courts  of  juflice,  giving  judgment 
upon  criminals  impeached,  and  choice  of  oiTicers,  in 
fuch  manner  as  is  herein  after  mentioned  ; nor  Icfs 
than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  provincial  council  {hall 
make  a quorum:  and  that  the  confent  and  approba-? 
lion  of  two-thirds  of  fuch  quorum  fliall  be  had  in  all 
fuch  cafes  and  matters  of  moment.  And  moreover, 
that  in  all  cafes  and  matters  of  leffer  moment,  twenty 
four  members  of  the  faid  provincial  council  (hall  make 
a quorum,  the  majority  of  which  twenty-four  fliall 
and  may  always  determine  in  fuch  cafe  and  caufes  of 
leffer  moment. 

VI.  That  in  this  provincial  council  the  governor, 
or  his  deputy,  fliall  or  may  always  prefide,  and  have 
a treble  voice  ; and  the  faid  provincial  council  fliall 
always  continue  and  fit  upon  its  own  adjournments 
and  committees. 

VII.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  fliall 
prepare  and  propsfc  to  the  general  affcmbly  hereafter 
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mentioned,  all  bills,  which  they  fliallat  any  time  think 
lit  to  be  paffed  into  laws  within  the  faid  province; 
which  bills  lhall  be  publilhed  and  affixed  to  the  moft 
noted  places  in  the  inhabited  parts  thereof,  thirty 
days  before  the  meeting  of  the  general  affembly,  in 
order  to  the  paffing  them  into  laws,  or  rejefting  of 
them,  as  the  general  affembly  lhall  fee  meet. 

VIII.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  councillhall 
take  care,  that  all  laws,  llatutes  and  ordinances,  which 
lhall  at  any  time  be  made  within  the  faid  province,  be 
duly  and  diligently  executed. 

IX.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  lhafi 

at  all  times  have  the  care  of  the  peace  and  fafety  of 

the  province,  and  that  nothing  be  by  any  perfon  at- 
tempted to  the  fubverfion  of  this  frame  of  govern- 
ment. 

X.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  lhal! 
at  all  times  fettle  and  order  the  Ctuation  of  all  cities 
ports,  and  market-towns  in  every  county,  raodellhifr 
therein  all  public buildings,ftreets,andmarket-placcs 
and  fliall  appoint  all  neceffary  roads  and  highways  in 
the  province. 

XI.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  lhall 
at  all  times  have  power  to  infpeft  the  management 
of  the  public  treafury,  and  punilh  thofc  who  lhall  con- 
vert any  part  thereof  to  any  other  ufe,  than  what  hath 
been  agreed  upon  by  the  governor,  provincial  coun- 
cil, and  general  affembly. 

XII.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  fliall 
creft  and  order  all  public  fchonls,  and  encourage  and 
reward  the  authors  of  uleful  fciences  and  laudable  in- 
ventions in  the  faid  province. 

XIII.  1 bat  for  the  better  management  of  the  powers 
and  truft  aforefaid,  the  provincial  council  lhall  from 
time  to  time  divide  itfelf  into  four  diainft  and  proper 
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committees,  for  the  more  eafy  adminlftration  of  the  afi 
fairs  of  the  province,  which  divides  the  feventy-two 
into  four  eighteens,  every  one  of  which  eighteens 
(hall  conGft  of  fix  out  of  each  of  the  three  orders  or 
yearly  elcftions,each  of  which  (hall  have  adiftinft  por- 
tion of  bufinefs,  as  followcth : Firft,  a committee  of 
plantations,  to  fituate  and  fettle  cities,  ports^  and  mar- 
ket-towns, and  highways,  and  to  hear  ahd  decide  all 
fuits  and  controverfies  relating  to  plantations.  Se- 
condly, a committee  of  juftice  and  fafety,  to  fecure 
the  peace  of  the  province,  and  punifli  the  nul-admi- 
niftraiion,  of  thofe  who  fubvert  juftice  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  public  or  private  intereft.  Thirdly,  a 
committee  of  trade  and  treafury,  who  {hall  regulate 
all  trade  and  commerce  according  to  law,  encourage 
manufaflure  and  country -growth,  and  defray  the  pub- 
lic charge  of  the  province.  And  fourthly,  a com- 
viittee  of  manners,  education,  and  arts,  that  all  wic« 
ked  and  fcandalous  lying  may  be  prevented,  and  that 
youth  may  be  fucceflively  trained  up  in  virtue  and  ufe- 
ful  knowledge  and  arts:  The  quorum  of  each  of 
which  committees  being  fix,  that  is,  two  out  of  each 
of  the  three  orders  or  yearly  elefiions,  as  aforefaid^ 
make  a conllant  and  (landing  council  of  twenty-four 
which  will  have  the  power  of  the  provincial  council, 
being  the  quorum  of  it,  in  all  cafes  not  excepted  in 
the  fifth  article;  and  in  the  faid  committes  and  (land- 
ing council  of  the  province,  the  governor  or  his  de^ 
puty  (hall  or  may  prefide  as  aforefaid;  and  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  governor  or  his  deputy,  if  no  one  is  by 
either  of  them  appointed,  the  faid  committees  or  coun- 
cil (hall  appoint  a prefident  for  that  time,  and  not 
otherwife ; and  what  (hall  be  refolved  at  fuch  commit- 
tees, (hall  be  reported  to  the  faid  council  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  (ball  be  by  them  refolved  and  confirmed 
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before  the  fame  fha])  be 'put  in  execution  ; ahd  that 
thefe  refpedhre  committees  (hall  not  (It  at  one  and  the 
fame  time,  except  in  cafes  of  neceflity, 

XIV.  And  to  the  end  that  all  laws  prepared  by  the 
governor  and  provincial  council  aforefaid,  may  yet  have 
the  more  full  concurrence  of  the  freemen  of  the  pro- 
vince, it  is  declarcdj  granted,  and  confirmed.  That  at 
the  time  and  place  or  places  for  the  choice  of  a provin- 
cial council  as  aforefaid^  the  faid  freemen  (hall  yearly 
chufe  members  to  ferve  in  a general  alTembly  as  their 
reprefentatives,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  perfons, 
who  (hall  yearly  meet  from  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
fecond  month,  which  (Itall  be  in  the  year  one  thou- 
hind  fix  hundred  eighty  and  three  following.  In  the 
capital  town  or  city  of  the  faid  province,  where  du- 
ring eight  days  the  fevcral  members  may’ freely  con- 
fer with  one  another  ; and;  if  any  of  them  fee  meet, 
with  a committee  of  the  provincial  council  (confiding 
of  three  out  of  each  of  the  four  committees  aforefaid, 
being  twelve  in  all)  which  (hall  be  at  that  time,  pur- 
pofcly  appointed  to  receive  from  any  of  them  propo- 
fals  for  the  alteration  or  amendment  of  any  of  the 
faid  propofed  and  promulgated  bills:  And  on  the 
ninth  day  from  their  fo  meeting,  the  faid  general  af- 
fembly,  after  reading  over  the  propofed  bills  by  the 
clerk  of  the  provincial  council,  and  the  occafions  and 
motives  for  them  being  opened  by  the  governor  or 
his  deputy,  (hall  give  their  affirmative  or  negative, 
which  to  them  feeraeth  bed,  in  fuch  manner  as  here- 
in after  is  exprelTed.  But  not  Icfs  than  two-thirds 
jQiall  make  aquorumin  the  puffing  of  laws,  and  choice 
of  fuch  officers  as  are  by  them  to  be  chofen. 

XV.  That  the  laws  fo  prepared  and  propofed  as 
aforefaid,  that  arc  afiTcmcd  to  by  the  general  alTembly  ' 

(ball  be  enrolled  as  the  laws  of  the  province,  with  this 
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ftile : By  the  governor,  with  the  confemand  approba- 
tion of  the  freemen  in  provincial  council  and  general 
all'embly. 

XVI.  That,  for  the  better  eftabliflbment  of  the  go- 
vernment and  laws  of  this  province,  and  to  the  end 
there  may  be  an  univerfal  fatisfa^ion  in  the  laying  of 
the  fundamentals  thereof ; the  general  afiembly  ihall, 
or  may  for  the  firft  year,  confift  of  all  the  freemen  of 
and  in  the  faid  province,  and  ever  after  it  fhall  be 
yearly  chofea  as  aforefaid ; which  number  of  two 
hundred  (hall  be  enlarged  as  the  country  fliail  encreafe 
in  people,  fo  as  it  do  not  exceed  five  hundred  at  any 
time  : The  appointment  and  proportioniiig  of  which, 
as  alfo  the  laying  and  methodizing  of  the  choice  of  the 
provincial  council  and  general  alTembly  in  future  times, 
mofi  equally  to  the  divifionsof  the  hundreds  and  coun- 
ties, which  the  country  fhall  hereafter  be  divided  in- 
to, fhall  be  in  the  power  of  the  provincial  coundl  to 
propofe,  and  the  general  affembly  to  refolve. 

XVII.  That  the  governor  and  the  provincial  coun- 
cil fhall  ereft  from  time  to  time  Handing  couns  of  ju- 
ilice,  in  filch  places  and  number  as  they  ihall  judge 
convenient  for  the  good  government  of  the  faid  pro- 
vince. And  that  the  provincial  council  fhall  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  firft  month  yearly,  elcft  and 
prefent  to  the  governor  or  his  deputy,  a double  num- 
ber of  perfons,  to  ferve  for  judges,  treafurers,  ma- 
ilers of  rolls,  within  the  faid  province  for  the  year 
next  enfuing  ; and  the  freemen  of  the  faid  province 
in  the  county-courts,  when  they  fhall  be  erefted,  and 
till  then  in  the  general  affembly,  fhall  on  the  three  and 
twentieth  day  of  the  fccond  month  yearly  eleftand 
prefent  to  the  governor  or  his  deputy,  a double  num- 
ber of  perfons  to  ferve  for  fheriffs,  juftices  of  the 
peace,  and  coroners,  for  the  year  next  cflfuingj  out 
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of  which  refpeftire  eleftions  and  prefcntmcnts,  the 
governor  or  his  deputy  ftiall  nominate  and  commif- 
fionatcihc  proper  number  for  each  oiHce  the.  third 
day  after  the  faid  prefentments  j or  elfe  the  firft 
named  in  fuch  prefentment  for  each  office,  ihall  Aand 
and  ferve  for  that  office  the  year  enfuing. 

XVIII.  But  forafmuch  as  the  prefent  condition  of 
the  province  requites  fome  immediate  fettlement,  and 
admitts  not  of  fo  quick  a revolution  of  officers ; and  to 
the  end  the  faid  province  may,  with  all  convenient  , 
fpeed,  be  well  ordered  and  fettled,  I William  Penn 
do  therefore  think  fit  to  nominate  and  appoint  fuch 
perfons  for  judges,  treafurers,  mailers  of  the  rolls, 
fheriffs,  juHices  of  the  peace,  and  coroners,  as  are 
mod  fitly  qualified  for  thofe  employments ; to  whom 
1 (hall  make  and  grant  commiffions  for  the  faid  offi* 
cers,  rcfpeftively,  to  hold  to  them  to  whom  the  fame 
Ihall  be  granted,  for  fo  long  time  as  every  fuch  per- 
fon  (hall  well  behave  himfelf  in  the  office  or  place  to 
him  refpcftivcly,  granted,  and  no  longer.  And  upon 
the  deceafe  or  difplacing  of  any  of  the  faid  officers, 
the  fucceeding  officer  or  officers  Ihall  be  chofen  as  a< 
forefaid. 

XIX.  That  the  general  alTembly  fiiall  continue  fo 
long  as  may  be  needful  to  impeach  criminals  fit  to  be 
there  impeached,  to  pafs  bills  into  laws,  that  they  Ihall 
think  fit  to  pafs  into  laws,’and  till  fuch  time  as  the  go- 
vernor and  provincial  council  fiiall  declare  that  they 
have  nothing  further  to  propofe  unto  them  for  their 
afient  and  approbation : and  that  declaration  fiiall  be 
a difmifs  to  the  general  aflfembly  for  that  time;  which 
general  alTcrably  fiiall  be  notwithdanding  capable  of 
aflembling  together  upon  the  furamoas  of  the  provin- 
cial council,  at  any  time  during  thatyear,  if  the  faid  pro-  i 
vincial  council  fiiall  fee  occafion  for  their  fo  aflembling, 
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XX.  That  all  the  elcftions  of  members  or  repre- 
fciitatives  of  the  people  to  ferve  in  provincial  council 
and  general  affcmbly,  and  all  queftions  to  be  deter- 
mined by  both  or  either  of  them,  that  relate  to. 
palling  of  bills  into  laws,  to  the  choice  of  officers 
to  impeachments  made  by  the  general  alTerably,  and 
judgment  of  criminals  upon  fuch  impeachments  by 
the  provincial  council,  and  to  all  other  cafes  by  then^ 
refpeftively  judged  of  importance,  lhall  be  refolved 
and  determined  by  the  ballot;  and  unlels  on  fuddeti 
and  indifpenfible  occaQons,  on  bullne^  in  provincial 
council,  or  its  refpeftive  committees,  ffiall  be  finally 
determined  the  fame  day  that  it  is  moved. 

XXL  That  at  all  times,  when,  and  fo  often  as  it 
fliall  happen  that  the  governor  lhall  or  may  be  an  in- 
fant under  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  and  no 
guardians  or  commiffioners  are  appointed  in  writing 
by  the  father  of  the  faid  infant,  or  that  fuch  guardian? 
or  commiffioners  fliall  be  deceafed ; that  during  fuch 
minority,  the  provincial  council  lhall  from  time  to  time, 
as  they  ffiall  fee  meet,  conllitute  and  appoint  guar- 
dians or  commiffioners,  not  exceeding  three  ; one  of 
which  three  ffiall  prefide  as  deputy  and  chief  guardian, 
during  fuch  minority,  and  fliall  have,  and  execute, 
with  the  confent  of  the  other  two,  all  the  power  of  a 
governor,  in  all  the  public  affairs  and  concerns  of  the 
laid  province. 

XXII.  That  as  often  as  any  day  of  the  month  men- 
tioned in  any  article  of  this  charter,  ffiall  fall  upon  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  commonly  called  the  Lord’s 
day,  the  bufinefs  appointed  for  that  day  ffiall  be  de- 
ferred till  the  next  day,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  emergency. 

XXIII.  That  no  a^f,  law,  or  ordinance  whatfoever, 
ffiall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  made  or  done  by  the  go- 
vernor of  this  province,  his  heirs  or  affignsj  or  by  t^e 
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fFcemen  in  the  provincial  council,  or  the  general  afr 
fembly,  to  alter,  change  or  diroiniih  the  form  or  effect 
of  this  charter,  or  any  part  or  claufe  thereof,  without 
the  confent  of  the  governor,  his  heirs  or  ailigns,  an4 
fix  parts  of  feven  of  the  faid  freemen  in  provinchil 
council  and  general  aifembly. 

XXIV.  And  laftly,  that  I the  faid  William  Penn, 
fbrmyfelf,  my  heirs  and  ailigns,  havefolemnly  declar> 
cd,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and  do  hereby  folemnly 
declare,  grant,  and  confirm,  That  neither  I,  my 
heirs  nor  alfigns,  ihall  procure  or  do  any  thing  or 
things,  whereby  the  liberties  in  this  charter  contain* 
ed  and  exprelTed  (hall  be  infringed  or  broken ; and  if 
any  thing  be  procured  by  any  perfon  or  perfons  con- 
trary to  thefe  premilTes,  it  (hall  be  held  of  no  force  oi 
effeft.  In  witnefs,  whereof,  I the  faid  William  Peon 
have  unto  this  prefent  charter  of  liberties  fet  my  band 
and  broad  feal,  this  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  fe- 
cond  month,  vulgarly  called  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

William  Penn. 
The  following  Latter  were  agreed  upon  in  England,  &c. 

I.  That  the  charter  of  liberties,  declared,  granted, 
and  confirmed  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  (econd 
month  called  April,  1682,  before  divers  witneffes,  by 
William  Penn,  governor  and  chief  proprietor  of  Pen- 
fylvania,  to  all  the  freemen  and  planters  of  the  faid 
province;  is  hereby  declafed  and  approved,  and  (hall 
be  for  ever  held  for  fundamental  in  the  govemroenc 
thereof,  according  to  the  limitations  mentioned  in  the 
faid  charter. 

II.  That  every  inhabitant  in  the  faid  province,  that 
is  or  (hall  be  a purchafer  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
or  upwards,  his  Jicirs  and  alfigns^  and  every  perfon 
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trbo  fliaiihave  paid  his  pafiage,  and  taken  up  one 
bundled  acres  of  land  at  one  penny  an  acre,  and  have 
cultirated  ten  acres  thereof ; and  every  perfon  that 
hath  been  a fervant  or  bondfinao,  and  is  free  by  his 
^(frvice,  that  ihall  have  taken  up  -his  fifty  acres  of  land, 
and  cultivated  twenty  thereof;  and  every  inhabitant, 
anificer,  pr  other  refidenc  in  the  faid  province:  And 
|>ays  fcot  and  lot  to  the  government,  Ihall  be  deemed 
and  accounted  a freeman  of  the  faid  province : And 
every  fuch  perfon  (hall  and  may  be  capable  of  cleft- 
ing,  or  being  elcfted  reprefentatives  of  the  people  ia 
provincial  council  or  general  aflembly  in  the  faid  pro- 
vince. 

* III.  That  all  elections  of  members,  or  reprefenta- 
lives  of  the  people  and  freemen  of  the  province  of  ♦ 
Penfylvania,  to  ferve  in  provincial  council  or  general 
aflembly  to  be  held  within  the  faid  province,  (hall  be 
free  and  voluntary ; And  that  the  ele^or,  that  (hall 
receive  any  reward  or  gift,  in  meat,  drink,  monies,  or 
otherwife,  (hall  forefeit  his  right  to  clefl;  and  fuch 
perfon  as  (hall  dircftly  or  indireflly,  give,  promife,  or 
beftow  any  fuch  reward  as  aforelaid,  to  be  defied, 

(hall  forefeit  his  eleflion,  and  be  thereby  incapable  to 
ferve  as  aforefaid ; and  the  provincial  council  and  ge- 
neral afTembly  (hall  be  the  foie  judges  of  the  regultt- 
rity  or  irregularity  of  the  elefhons  of  their  uwn  re- 
fpeftivc  members. 

IV.  That  no  money  or  goods  (hall  be  raifed  upon 
or  paid  by  any  of  the  people  of  this  province  by  way 
of  public  tax,  cuftom,  or  contribution,  but  by  a law 
for  that  purpofe  made;  and  whofoever  dull  levy,  col- 
lefi,'or  pay  any  money  or  goods  contrary  thereunto, 

(hall  be  held  a public  enemy  to  the  province,  and  a 
betrayer  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  thereof 

V.  That 
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V.  That  all  courts  lhall  be  open«  and  julUce  (hall 
neither  be  fold,  denied,  nor  delayed. 

VI.  That  in  all  courts,  all  perfons  of  all  perfuaGoiUi 
may  freely  appear  in  their  own  way,  and  according  to 
their  own  manner,  and  tl^re  pcrfonally  plead  the^ 
own  caufe  themfelres  j or  if  unable,-  by  their  friends 
And  the  firft  procel^  (hall  be  the  exhibition  of  the  com- 
plaint in  court,  fourteen  days  before  the  tna!  j and 
that  the  party  complained  againft  may  be  fitted  for 
the  fame,  he  or  fhe  flxall  befumraoned,  no  Icfs  thaa 
ten  days  before,  and  a copy  of  the  complaint  defin- 
ed him  or  her,  at  his  orhcrdweUiog.hoafe.  ' But  be- 
fore the  complaint  of  any  perfon  be  received,  he  fcaU 
folemnly  declare  in  court,  that  he  believes  in  hiscoaT 

cience  his  caufe  is  juft.  ^ 

VII.  That  all  pleadings,'  proceifes,  and  records  m 

coun  fhall  be  Ihort,  and  in  Englilh,,5Hid  in  aa  ordiaa- 
nary  and  plain  chara«er,thai  they  may  be  underftood, 
and  juftice  fpeedily  adminiftcred. 

VIII.  That  all  trials  (hall  be  by  twelve  men,  and  as 
near  as  may  be,  peers  or  equals,  and  of  the  neigh* 
hourhood,  and  men  without  juft  exception ; in  cafes  of 
life  there  ftiall  be  firft  twenty-four  returned  by  the 
Iheriffs  for  a grand  inqueft,  of  whom  twelve  at  Icaft 
fliall  find  the  complaint  to  be  true  ; and  then  the 
twelve  men,  or  peers,  to  be  hkewifc  returned  by  the 
fheriff,  ftiall  have  the  final  judgment.  But  rcafonaWc 
challenges  ftiall  always  be  admitted  againft  the  twelve 
men,  or  any  of  them. 

IX.  That  all  fees  in  all  cafes  (hall  be  moderate,  and 
fettled  by  the  provincial  council  and  general  alTemblj, 
and  be  hung  up  in  a table  in  every  refpeftive 

and  whofoever  fliall  be  convifted  of  taking  more,  (hall 
pay  two-fold,  and  be  difmiffcd  h|s  employment,- one 

moiety  of  which  lhall  go  wronged. 

/o^  ''(PA  X.  That  • 
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X.  That  all  prifons  {half  be  work>houfes  for  feilons; 
vagrants,  and  loofe  and  idle  pcrfons  ; whereof  one 
ihall  be  in  every  county. 

XI.  That  all  prifoners  fhall  be  bailable  by  fuffident 
fureties,  unlefs  for  capital  offences,  where  the  proof 
is  evident,  or  the  ptefumption  great; 

■ XII.  That  all  perfons  wrongfully  iraprifoned  or  pro- 
fecuted  at  law,  fhall  have  double  damages  againfl  the 
informer  or  profecuicf. 

XIII.  That  ail  prifons  fhall  be  free  as  to  fees,  food, 
and  lodging; 

XIV.  That  all  lands  and  goods  fhall  be  liable  to  pay 
debts,  except  where  there  is  legal  iffue,  and  then  all 
the  goods,  and  erne  third  of  the  land  only. 

XV.  That  all  wills  in  writing  attefled  by  two  wit- 
neffes,  (hall  be  of  the  fame  force,  as  to  lands,  as  other 
conveyances,  being  legally  proved  within  forty  days,' 
cither  within  or  without  the  faid  province. 

XVI.  That  feven  years  quiet  poffeflion  fhall  give  an 
ttnqueflionable  right,  except  in  cafes  of  infants,  luna* 
ticks,  married  women,  or  perfons  beyond  feas. 

XVII.  That  all  briberies  and  extortions  whatfo- 
ever,  fhall  be  feverely  punifhed. 

XVIII.  That  all  hoes  (ball  be  moderate,  and  faving 
men’s  contentments,  racrchandife,  or  wainage. 

XIX.  That  all  manages  (not  forbidden  by  the  law 
of  God,  as  to  neamefs  of  blood  and  affinity  by  mar- 
riage) fhall  be  encouraged ; but  the  parents  or  guar- 
dians fhall  be  firft  confulted,  and  the  marriage  fhall  be 
publifhed  before  it  be  folcmnized ; and  it  fhall  be  fb- 
lemnized  by  taking  one  another  as  hufband  and  wife^ 
before  creditJe  witnefles,  and  a certificate  of  the 
whole,  under  the  hands  of  parties  and  witnefTes  fhall 
be  brought  to  the  proper  regifter  of  that  county,  and 
fltall  be  xegidered  in  his  office. 
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XX.  And  to  prevent  frauds  and  vexatious  fuits 
within  the  faid  province,  that  all  charters',  gifts,  grants, 
and  conveyances  of  land,  (except  leafes  for  a year 
or  und^r)  and  all  bills,  bonds,  and  fpecialties  above 
live  pounds,  and  not  under  three  months,  made  in  the 
faid  province,  fliall  be  enrolled  or  regiliered  in  the  pub- 
lic enroUmcnt-olfiGe  of  the  faid  province,  within  the 
fpace  of  two  months  next  after  the  making  thereof, 
el(e  to  be  void  in  law.  And  all  deeds,  grants,  and 
conveyances  of  land  (except  as  aforefaid)  within  the 
faid  province,  and  made  out  of  the  faid  province,  (hall 
be  enrolled  or  regillered  as  aforefaid,  W'ithin  fix 
months  next  after  the  making  thereof,  and  fettling  and 
conllituting  an  enrollment  office  or  regiftry  within  the 
faid  province,  elfe  to  be  void  in  law  againll  all  perfons 
whatfoever. 

XXL  That  all  defacers  or  corrupters -of  charters, 
gifts,  grants,  bonds,  bills,  wills,  contracts,  and  convey- 
ances, or  that  (hall  deface  or  falGfy  any  enrolment, 
regiftry  or  record  within  this  province,  ffiall  make 
double  fatisfaftion  for  the  fame ; half  whereof  (hall  go 
to  the  party  wronged,  and  they  ffiall  be  difmified  of 
all  places  of  trufi,  and  be  publicly  difgraced  as  falfe 
men. 

XXII.  That  there  ffiall  be  a regifter  for  births, 
marriages,  burials,  wills,  and  letters  of  adminillration, 
dillinft  from  the  other  regiftry. 

XXIII.  That  there  ffiall  be  a regifter  for  all  fer- 
vants,  where  their  names,  time,  wages,  and  days  of 
payment  ffiall  be  regiftered. 

XXIV.  That  all  lands  and  goods  of  felons  ffiall  be  liable 
tomakefatisfafhon  to  the  party  wronged  twice  theva- 
lue  ; and  for  want  of  lands  or  goods,  the  felons  ffiall 
be  bondmen  to  work  in  the  common  prlfon  or  work- 
houfe,  or  otherwife,  till  the  party  be  fatisficd. 
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XXV.  That  the  edates  of  capital  offenders,  as  crai« 
tors  and  raurdercrs,  Ihall  go  one  third  to  the  next  of 
kin  to  the  fufferer,  and  the  remainder  to  the  next  of 
kin  to  the  criminal. 

XXVI.  That  all  witneffes,  coming  or  called  to  tef- 
tify  their  knowledge  in  or  to  any  matter  or  thing  in  any 
court,  or  before  any  lawful  authority  within  the  faid 
province,  fliall  there  give  or  deliver  in  their  evidence 
or  teftimony  by  folemnly  promifing  to  fpeak  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  to  the 
matter  or  thing  in  quedion.  And  in  cafe  any  perfon 
fo  called  to  evidence,  Ihall  be  convifted  of  wilful  falfe- 
hood,  fuch  perfon  Ihall  differ  or  undergo  fuch  da- 
mage or  penalty,  as  the  perfon  or  perfons  againft 
whom  he  or  die  bore  witnefs,  did  or  diould  un- 
dergo ; and  (hall  alfo  make  fatisfaftion  to  the  party 
wronged,  and  be  publicly  expofed  as  a falfe  witnefs, 
never  to  be  credited  in  any  court,  or  before  any  raa- 
gidrate  in  the  faid  province. 

XXVII.  And  to  the  end  that  all  officers  chofen  to 
ferve  within  this  province,  may  with  more  care  and 
diligence  anfwer  the  trud  repofed  in  them,  it  is  a- 
greed,  that  no  fuch  perfon  Ihall  enjoy  more  than  one 
public  office  at  one  time. 

XXVIII.  That  all  children  within  this  province  of 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  Ihall  be  taught  forae  ufefiil 
trade  or  Ikill,  to  the  eiid  none  may  be  idle,  but  the 
poor  may  work  to  live,  and  the  rich,  if  they  become 
poor,  may  not  want. 

XXIX.  That  fervants  be  not  kept  longer  than 
their  time,  and  fuch  as  are  careful,  be  both  judly  and 
kindly  ufed  in  their  fervice,  and  put  in  fitting  equipage 
at  the  expiration  thereof,  according  to  cudom. 

XXX.  That  all  fcandalous  and  malicious  reporters, 
backbiters,  defamers,  and  fpreaders  of  falfe  news, 
whether  againd  magidrates  or  private  perfons,  ihall 

be 

c joogle 


A.  D.  J771. 


THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA. 


305 


be  accordingly  feverely  punilhed,  as  enemies  to  the 
peace  and  concord  of  this  province. 

XXXI.  That  for  the  encouragement  of  the  planters 
and  traders  in  this  province,  who  are  incorporated  in- 
to a fociety,  the  patent  granted  to  them  by  William 
Peon,  governor  of  the  faid  province,  is  hereby  ratified 
and  confirmed. 

XXXII.  — 


XXXIII.  That  all  faftors  or  correfpondents,  in  the 
faid  province,  wronging  their  employers,  fhall  make 
fatisfa£Iion  and  one  third  over,  to  their  faid  employ- 
ers : And  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  any  fuch  faftor  or 
correfpondent,  the  committee  of  trade  fhall  take  care 
to  fccure  fo  much  of  the  deceafed  party’s  cflate,  as 
belongs  to  his  faid  refpeftive  employers. 

XXXIV.  That  all  treafurers,  judges,  mailers  of  the 
rolls,  fherifTs,  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  other  officers 
and  perfons  whatfoever,  relating  to  courts  or  trials  of 
caufes,  or  any  other  fcrvice  in  the  government;  and 
all  members  elected  to  ferve  in  provincial  council  and 
general  affembly,  and  all  that  have  a right  to  ele£lfuch 
members,  fhall  be  fuch  as  profefs  faith  in  jefus  Chrifl, 
and  that  are  not  convi^led.of  ill  fame,  or  unfober  and 
difhonell  converfation,  and  that  arc  of  twenty-one  years 
of  age  at  leafl ; and  that  all  fuch  fo  qualified,  fhall  be 
capable  of  the  faid  feveral  employments  and  privileges 
as  aforefaid. 

XXXV-  That  all  perfons  living  in  this  province, 
who  profefs  and  acknowlege  the  one  Almighty  and 
eternal  God,  to  be  the  Creator,  Upholder,  and  Ruler 
of  the  world  ; and  that  hold  themfelves  obliged  in 
confcicnce  to  live  peaceably  and  jullly  in  civil  fociety, 
fhall  in  no  ways  be  molelled  or  prejudiced  for  their  re- 
ligious 
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ligious  perfuafionor  prafticc  in  matters  of  faith  anc| 
■worfliip,  nor  fhall  they  be  compelled  at  any  time  to 
frequent  or  maintain  any  religious  worfliip,  place  or 
miniftry  whatever. 

XXXVI.  That  according  to  the  good  example  of 
the  primitive  Chrillians,  and  the  eafe  of  the  creation 
every firjl  day  of  the  week,  called  the  Lord’s  day, 
people  fliall  abftain  from  their  common  daily  labour, 
that  they  may  the  better  difpofe  therafclvcs  to  worlhip» 
God  according  to  their  underflandings, 

XXXVII.  That  as  a carelcfs  and  corrupt adminiftra- 
tionofjuftice  draws  the  wrath  of  God  upon  magl- 
ftrates,  fo  the  wildnefs  and  loofenefs  of  the  people 
provokes  the  indignation  of  God  againft  a country: 
Therefore,  That  all  offences  againft  God,  as  fwearing, 
curfing,  lying,  prophane  talking,  drunkennefs,  drink- 
ing of  healths,  obfeene  words,  inceft,  fodomy,  rapes, 
whoredom,  fornication,  and  other  uncleannefs,  (not  to 
be  repeated)  all  treafons,  mifprifions,  murders,  duels, 
felony,  fedition,  maims,  forcible  entries,  and  other 
violences,  to  the  perfons  .and  eftates  of  the  inhabitants 
within  this  province ; all  prizes,  ftage-plays,  cards, 
dice.  May-games,  gamefters,  mafques,  revels,  bull- 
baitings,  cock-fightings,  bear-baitings,  and  the  like, 
which  excite  the  people  to  rudenefs,  cruelty,  loofe- 
nefs and  irreligion,  fliall  be  refpeflivcly  difeouraged, 
and  feverely  puniftied,  according  to  the  appointment 
of  the  governor  and  freemen  in  provincial  council  and 
general  alTembly;  as  alfo  all  proceedings  contrary  to 
ihefe  laws,  that  are  not  here  exprefly  made  penal. 

XXXVIII.  That  a copy  of  thefe  laws  fliall  be  hung 
up  in  the  provincial  council,  and  in  public  courts  of 
juftice:  And  that  they  fliall  be  read  yearly  at  theopen- 
ing  of  every  provincial  council  and  general  aflcmbly, 
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and  court  of  juftice;  and  their  affent  fhall  be  teftified, 
by  their  (landing  up  after  the  reading  thereof. 

XXXIX.  That  there  dial  1 be  at  no  time  any  altera- 
tion  of  any  of  thcfe  laws,  without  the  confent  of  the 
governor,  his  heirs  or  afligns,  and  fix  parts  of  feven 
of  the  freemen,  met  in  provincial  council  and  general 
alTembly. 

XL.  That  all  other  matters  and  things  not  herein 
provided  for,  which  fhall  and  may  concern  the  public 
juftice,  peace  or  fafety  of  the  faid  province;  and  the 
raifmg  and  irapofing  taxes,  cufloms,  duties,  or  other 
charges  whatfoever,  fhall  be,  and  are  hereby  referred 
to  the  order,  prudence  and  determination  of  the 
governor  and  freemen  in  provincial  council  and 
general  affembly,  to  be  held  from  time  to  lime  in  the 
faid  province. 

Signed  and  fealed  by  the  governor  and  freemen 
aforefaid,  the  fifth  day  of  the  third  month,  called 
May,  one  ihoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

The  boundaries  granted  by  the  charter  of  King 
Charles  to  William  Penn  and  his  heirs,  arc  all  that 
traftor  part  of  land  in  America,  with  the  ifiands  there- 
in contained,  as  the  fame  is  bounded  on  the  call  by 
the  river  Delawar,  from  twelve  miles  dillance  north- 
wards of  Ncwcaftle  town,  unto  the  three  and  fortieth 
degree  of  northern  latitude,  but  if  the  river  fliall  not  ex- 
tend fo  far  northward,  then  by  the  faid  river,  fo  far  as 
it  doth  extend,  and  from  .he  head  of  the  faid  river,  the 
eaflern  bounds  are  to  be  determined  by  the  Meridian 
line  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  faid  river,  unto  the, 
forty-third  degree.  The  faid  land  to  extend  w'cllward 
five  degrees  in  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the 
faid  caftern  bounds,  and  the  faid  lands  to  be  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  beginning  of  the  three  and  forri- 
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cth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  on  the  fouth  by 
a circle  drawn  at  twelve  miles  diftance  from  Newcaftle, 
northward  and  weftward,unto  the  beginning  of  the 
fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  then  by  a 
jftrait  line  weftward,  to  the  limits  above  mentioned.  ' 
It  appears  fomewhat  ftrange  in  confidering  this  as 
well  as  the  other  charters,  how  any  fovereign  or  par- 
liament in  Europe  could  pretend  to  parcel  out  the 
lands  of  other  people,  bychartersand  patents,  to  their 
r)wn  fubjefts,  without  firft  purchafing  them  of  the 
original  proprietors,  or  alking  their  confent.  Wil- 
liam Penn  feems  to  have  been  fenCbleof  thisabfurdity 
when  he  received  his  charter,  becaufe  he  firft  pur- 
chafed  the  lands  of  the  natives  before  he  claimed  any 
light  of  poflefllon.  Had  Penn  confidcred  his  charter 
as  giving  an  undoubted  title  tothe  poflefilon  of  Psnnfyl- 
Tania,  he  had  no  occafion  to  carry  a price  in  his  hands 
to  the  natives  to  pay  them  for  a right  of  poflefilon. 
His  paying  a fmall  price  to  the  Indians,  though  it  had 
the  appearance  of  juftice,  did  not  come  up  to  that  mea- 
fure  of  reftitude  which  the  fpirit  of  equity  requires, 
Jt  gave  Mr  Penn  the  charafter  of  an  honeft  man  with- 
out bcingdeferving  of  it  j for  he  oughtfirft  to  have  made 
his  purchafe  from  thofe  who  had  the  lands  to  difpofc 
of,  and  then  as  a fubjedi  of  Great  Britain  foiicited  a 
charter  of  proteffion  for  fuch  confiderations  as  he 
could  have  agreed  for  with  the  government.  By 
receiviHg  a charter  before.haod,  he  undoubtedly  fup. 
pofe/d  that  the  king  was  engaged  to  make  good  the 
coi^eots  of  his  patent^  and  if  the  natives  had  fold  the 
pt^fTeflion  to  fome  other  perfons  belonging  to  fome 
otiher  power  before  the  arrival  of  Penn,  it  would  have 
probably  been  the  occafion  of  war  and  defolation  ia 
the  country.  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  na- 
tives had  a right  to  difpole  of  their  pofleflions  to  thofe 
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who  \Yould  give  them  moft ; and  fuppofe  they  had  fold 
them  to  the  French  or  any  other  nation,  it  would 
have  been  no  juft  reafon  for  the  government  of  Britain 
to  have  infifted  to  make  good  their  promife  to  Mr 
Penn,  or  any  other  patentee. — But  in  cafes  of  this 
kind,  juftice  and  equity  are  feldom  ftriftly  purfued^ 
Mainland  is  a proprietory  colony,  granted  to  Lord 
Baltimore,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  faving  the  allegi* 
ance  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  fovercign  dominion  of 
the  country.  It  is  held  by  the  fame  tenure  as  the 
caftle  of  Windfor  in  the  county  of  Berks,  in  free  foc- 
cage,  by  fealty  only.  The  proprietor  has  power  to 
make  laws,  by  the  advice,  and  with  the  confent  of  the 
freemen  and  their  deputies,  and  power  to  execute  the 
faid  laws,  provided  that  they  are  agreeable  to  reafon, 
and  not  regugnant  to  the  laws  of  England.  The  pro- 
prietor has  the  power  of  life  and  limb,  freeholds,  goods 
and  chattels,  without  an  afl’embly  of  the  freemen  ; to 
make  free  all  fettlers  in  the  faid  province,  both  for 
the  prefent  and  to  come ; to  grant  the  faid  fettlers  a 
liberty  to  trade,  and  to  confer  honours  upon  the  in- 
habitants, with  proper  titles.  In  a word,  this  propri- 
etor has  almoft  all  the  power  of  a fovercign,  and  in 
one  fenfe  he  is  fiiperior  to  the  king  ; for  it  is  granted 
that  no  taxes  fhall  be  impofed  by  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  province.  Maryland 
was  at  firft  fettled  with  about  2co  Roman  Catholics, 
moft  of  them  of  good  families ; but  the  proprietory, 

W’ith  great  wifdom,  introduced  a general  toleration 
for  Chriftians  of  all  perfuafions,  a nieafure  which  tend- 
ed much  to  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  the  colony.  This 
colony,  as  well  as  Pcnfylvania,  for  a long  time,  had 
the  honour  of  being  unlfaincd  with  the  difgrace  of  re- 
ligions perfccution  ; and,  as  well  as  the  other,  free 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  oflenilvc  or  defcofive,  with 
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their  neighbours  the  Indians,  with  whom  they  lived 
in  the  moft  exemplary  harmony.  It  happened  once 
through  miftake  in  a war  with  the  Indians,  carried  on 
againfl  Virginia,  that  they  made  an  incurlion  into  the 
territories  of  Maryland,  but  were  foon  fenfible  of  their 
miftake.  The  laft  war  changed  matters  greatly,  and 
the  Indians,  through  the  falfe  infinuations  of  the 
French,  were  inftru£ted  to  laugh  at  their  ancient  ab 
liances.  The  people  of  Maryland  are  of  the  fame 
cftabliftied  religion  as  thofe  in  Virginia,  that  is  of  the 
church  of  England  j but  the  clergy  here  are  provided 
for  in  a much  more  liberal  manner.  The  principal 
buCnefsofthe  people  of  Maryland,  before  the  prefent 
war,  W'as  like  thofe  of  Virginia  to  cultivate  tobacco, 
and  the  planters  live  in  farms  fcattered  up  and  down 
the  country,  and  have  their  goods  carried  from  them 
when  ready,  by  fliips  which  come  to  Chefapeak  bay, 
and  the  navigable  rivers  which  run  into  it.  The 
tobacco  of  this  country  is  called  Oroonoko,  which  is 
accounted  ftronger  than  that  of  Virginia,  and  is  great- 
ly demanded  in  the  eaftern  and  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  where  it  is  even  preferred  to  the  fweet  feent- 
cd  tobacco  of  James  and  York  river  in  Virginia. 
About  40,000  hogfticads  has  been  fliipped  in  one 
year.  In  this  colony,  in  the  time  of  the  laft  war,  there 
were  fuppofed  to  be  40,000  white  inhabitants,  and 
60,000  negroes.  The  profits  arifing  from  this  colony 
and  Virginia,  to  Great  Britain  were  immenfe,  and  the 
government  received  great  revenues  therefrom.  The 
provinces  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  fuppofed,  in 
tobacco  only,  to  have  exported  in  1763,  to  the  an- 
nual value  of  768,000!.  into  Britain.  This,  at  8 I. 
per  hogfhead,  makes  the  number  of  hogflieads  amount 
to  96,000.  Of  thefe  it  is  computed  that  above  13,500 
hogfheads  are  confumed  in  Britain,  the  duty  on  which, 
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at  a6l.  -is»pcr  hogfheadi  conies  to  351,675!.  the  re- 
maining 8 2,500  iiogfheads  are  exported  by  our  mer- 
chams  to  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  and  their 
Value  returned  .to  Britain.  The  value  of  this  trade 
appears  fronlthe  very  recital  thereof. — And  it  maybe 
added,  that  this  fingle  branch  employs  330  fail  of 
ihips,  and  3960  feamen.  This  trade  not  only  en- 
creafed  our  wealth,  but  braced  the  finews  of  our 
llrength,  and  ought  to  have  been  carefully  nouriQied 
for  the  good  and  advantage  of  the  mother  country, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  colonies. 

Carqliha.  is  acolony  which  was  granted  tofomcEng- 
Iflh  noblemen  in  1663.  Thefe  were  Edward  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  then  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England ; 

George  Duke  of  Albemarle ; William  Lord  Craven ; 

John  Lord  Berkley;  Anthony  Lord  Afhley;  Sir 
George  Carteret:  Sir  William  Berkely;'and  Sir  John 
Colliton;  who,  according  to  the  llile  of  the  charter, 
being  excited  with  a laudable  and  pious  zeal  for  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,  begged  a certain  country, 
in  the  paits  of  America,  not  yet  cultivated  and  plant- 
ed, and  only  inhabited  by  barbarous  people,  who  had 
no  knowledge  of  God.  Wherefore,  the  king  granted 
them  all  that  territory  in  his  dominions  in  America, 
from  the  north  end  of  the  Hland  called  Luke-lfland, 
which  lies  in  the  fuuthcm  Virginian  fca,  and  within 
thirty-fix  degrees  of  north  latitude;  and  to  the  weft 
as  far  as  the  fouth  fca ; and  fofarfoutherly  as  the  river 
Matheo,  which  borders  on  the  coallof  Florida,  and  is 
within  thirty-one  degrees  of  north  latitude;  and  lb 
well  in  a direfl  line,  as  far  as  the  fouth  feasaforefijid. 

This  patent  was  accompanied  with  the  ufual  invefti- 
turcs  of  fifticries,  mines,  power  of  life  and  limb,  and 
other  requifites  for  territorial  property.  The  (late  ol 
England  at  this  time  happened  to  be  exceeding  favour- 
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able  for  a fcttlemcnt  of  this  fort.  The  diflemers  had 
undergone  fomc  fevcre  hardlhips,epifcopacy  was  now 
rcftored,  and  many  fober  and  well  meaning  Engliih- 
men  were  far  from  being  fatisficd  with  the  defigns  of 
the  court.  Some  of  the  proprietaries  themfclvcs  were 
at  bcft  but  very  moderate  favourers  of  the  aft  of  uni- 
formity ; and  they  very  wifely  obtained  a claufe  of 
toleration  in  their  charter,  by  which  the  king  granted 
the  proprietaries  full  and  free  licenfc,  liberty,  and 
authority,  by  fuch  legal  ways  and  means  as  they  fhould 
think  proper  to  give  unto  fuch  perfonand  perfons,  in- 
habiting and  being  within  the  faid  province,  or  any 
part  thereof,  who  really  in  their  judgements,  and  for 
confciencc  fake,  cannot  conform  to  the  liturgy,  form 
alnd  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,  and  take 
and  fubferibe  the  oaths  and  articles,  made  and  eftab- 
lilhed  in  that  behalf,  or  any  of  them,  fuch  indulgences 
and  difpenfations  in  that  behalf,  for,  and  during  fuch 
time  and  times,  and  with  fuch  limitations  and  relhric- 
tions  as  they  {hall  think  fit. 

The  original  conftitutions,- of  which  there  were 
an  hundred  and  twenty,  proceeded  upon  the  fame  plan 
of  toleration,  and  are  thought  tobefuggefted  by  Lord 
Alhley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Shaftfbury,  and  penned  by 
the  great  Mr  Locke,  an  intimate  friend  of  that  noble- 
man. By  fcveral  of  thefe  fundamental  articles  and 
conftitutions,  it  is  provided,*  “ That  fince  the  natives 
of  that  place,  who  will  be  concerned  in  our  planta- 
tions, are  utterly  ftrangers  to  Chriflianity,  whofe  idol- 
atry, ignorance,  or  miftake,  give  us  no  right  to  cxp>ell 
or  ufc  them  illj  and  that  thofe  who  remove  from  other 
parts  to  plant  there,  will  unavoidably  be  of  different 
opinions  concerning  matters  of  religion,  the  liberty 
whereof  they  will  expeft  to  have  allowed  them ; and 
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that  it  will  not  be  reafonable  for  us,  on  that  account, 
to  keep  them  out. — Therefore,  that  fure  peace  may 
be  maintained,  amidd  the  diverfity  of  opinions,  and 
our  agreement  and  compaA  with  all  men  may  be  duly 
and  faithfully  obferved,  the  violation  whereof,  upon 
whatever  pretence,  cannot  be  without  great  offence 
to  Almighty  God,  and  fcandal  to  the  true  religion  , 
which  we  profefs : and  alfo,  thp  Jews,  heathens,  and  • 
other  diflenters  from  the  purity  of  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligitm,  s^ay  not  be  feared  and  kept  at  a didance  from 
itj  but  by  having  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  them- 
felves  with  the  truth  and  reafonablenefs  of  its  doffrines, 
and  the  peaceablenefs  and  inoffenfivenefs  of  itsprofef- 
fors,  may,  by  good  ufage  and  perfuafion,  and  all  thofe 
convincing  methods  of  gentlenefs  and  meeknefs,  fuit- 
able  to  the  rules  and  deligns  of  the  gofpel,  be  won 
over  to  embrace,  and  unfeignedly  receive  the  truth. 
Therefore,  the  faid  conditutions  provided  for  their 
liberty ; but  declared  that  no  perfon  above  feventeen 
years  qf  age,  fhould  have  any  benefit  or  proteftion  of 
law,  which  is  not  a member  of  fome  church profeflion, 
having  his  name  recorded  in  fome  one  religious  re* 
gider.”  Thefe  articles,*  which  were  figned  by  the 
proprietaries,  are  declared  by  the  lad  article,  to  be 
the  facred  and  unalterable  form  and  rule  of  govern- 
ment in  Carolina  for  ever.  So  far  did  the  religious 
condituiion  of  this  colony  proceed. 

As  to  the  articles  concerning  the  civil  government 
of  the  colony,  the  fird  provides,  that  a palatine  be 
chofen  out  of  the  proprietaries,  who  (hall  continue 
during  life,  and  be  fucceeded  by  the  elded  of  the  other 
proprietaries.  This  palatine  a£fcd  as  a prefident  of  a 
court,  compofed  of  himfelf,  and  three  other  proprie- 
taries, and  who  were  veded  with  the  execution  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  charter  j and  it  is  called  the  pala- 
tine’s 
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tineas  court.  Each  member  had  a poxver  of  nomi- 
nating a deputy,  who  afted  for  him  in  Carolina,  but 
according  to  his  direflions.  The  fundamental  confti- 
tutions  require  thaerhcre  (hould  be  three  gpeat  he- 
rcditary  landholders  in  every  county  one  called  the 
landgrave,  and  the  other  called  by  the  Indian  name 
caciques.  Their  great  alTcmbly,  or  what  has  been 
called  their  parliament,  was  to  cbnfift  of  the  governor, 
the  proprietaries  and  their  deputies,  and  the  com- 
moni> } in  imitation  of  the  king,  lords^  and  comtwoofrof 
Great  Britain.  The  commoners  were  to  be  deftive, 
like  thofc  in  England,  by  the  freeholders  of  every 
county ; and  this  alTembly  was  to  fit  in  one  houfe,  oneo 
in  every  two  years,  and  ofiener,  if  need  required; 
and  the  votes  of  the  members  were  to  br  of  ■ equ^d 
weight.  This  government  appears  to  have  been  too 
unweildy,  and  fcarcely  pra<Jlicable  for  aO  infant  coibny 
to  obferve.  It  was  overcharged' with fo  many  eburb 
and  forms,  in  one  body  politic,  that  the  execution  afp. 
pears  to  have  been  imprafticable.  It  was- upon  the 
whole  a fort  of  feudal  government,  with  fome  few 
exceptions.  One  thing  in  which  it  approached  very  ’ 
near  to  the  feudal  fyllcra  Was,  that  the  inhabitants  from 

fixteen  to  fixty  years  of  age,  if  called  upon  by  the  <- 
lovereign  power  there,  which  was  the  great  council  ‘ 
were  obliged  to  take  the  field  with  proper  annis. 
Every  planter,  if  he  did  not  buy  it  off,  was  alfo  to  pay' 
annually  to  his  proprietary,  one  penny  an  acre  df  quit 
rent;  and  each  county  had  one  fheriff,  and  four  juffiecs 
of  the  peace. 

The  fettling  this  colony  coft  the  proprietaries  at  firft 
large  fams  of  money;  44,000!.  were  expended  in 
tranfporting  inhabitants  and  cattle  thither,  and  it  was 
long  before  the  proprietaries  received  any  return  from 
their  eftaies.  All  free  perfons  who  came  over  were 

to 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  i77t.  THE  WAR  AMERICA.  3^ 

tabavc  fifty  acres  of  land  for  themfelves  fifty  for 
each  ihan  iferyant,  and  as  many  for  each  woman  (civ 
vant  that  was  marriageable  j and  every  fcrrani!  after  hi* 
or  her  fcryitmfc  was  expired,  was  deemed  td  be  free, 
and  to  have  fifty  acres,  paying  the  quit  rent  of  one 
penny  an  acre.  Put  the  proprietaries  were  careful 
where  any  of  the  colonifts  bought  their  quit  rents,  to- 
except  the  mines  and  minerais,  and  quarries  of  prre* 
cioQS  ftones.  In  the  year  1670,  Ccflonel  WilliaurSaylc' 
was  appointed  governor  of  CaroRna  by  the  proprie-" 
taries.  At  this  time,  the  lands  about  Albemarle  and' 
Poit-Royal  Rivers  as  being  moft  convenient  for  trade,  •' 
were  moft  frequented ; bat  experience  foon  taught 
the  colonifis,  that  pafturage  and  tillage  were  neceflary 
for  their  eftaWifhment,  fo  that  Aftily  and  Cooper 
rivers  drew  hitherto  fiich  numbers,  that  their  neigh- 
bourhood foon  became  the  beft  inhabited  part  of  the 
country.  In  1661,  Captain  Halftead  arrived  with  a 
fupply  of  provifions  of  all  kinds  from  the  proprietaries 
iff  England,  who  created  James  Carteret,  Sir  John 
Yeoman,  and  John  Locke,  Efq ; landgraves  and 
caciques.  At  this  time  alfo  fomc  deviations  were  made 
from  the  original  conftitmions.  It  was  difeovered  that 
the'number  of  landgraves  and  caciques,  required  by 
the  original  conftitution,  were  not  to  be  found,  and 
therefore  a governor  was  named  by  the  palatine.  The 
council  was  to  confift  of  feven  deputies  of  proprie- 
taries, as  many  chofen  by  the  aflembly,  or  as  it  was 
called,  the  parliament,  and  as  many  of  the  landgraves 
and  caciques.  To  thofe  were  added  all  of  them  nomi- 
nated by  the  proprietaries  j an  admiral,  a chamber- 
lain,  chancellor,  chiefjuftice,fecretary,farvcyor,  trea-' 
hirer,  high  Reward,  high  conRable,  regifter  of  births 
and  burials  and  marriages,  regifter  of  writings,  and 
marfiial  of  the  admiralty.  The  quoram  of  the  coun- 
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ciKwaS' to  conTift  .of.the  governor  and  &c  of  the  mem- 
bers, three  of  whom  were  to  be  proprietary  deputies  j 
and  an  affembly  was  corapofed  of  the  governor,  the  . 
deputies  of  the  proprietaries,  ten  members  to  be 
cbofen  by  ithe  freeholders  of  Berkley  county,  and  ten 
thofe  of  Colliton  county  ; this  number  was  to  be 
encrealed  according  to  the  encreafe  of  the  colony. 

.The , firil  palatine  of  this  colony  was  the  Duke  of 
Albemarle,  who  was  fuccceded  by  the  Earl  of  Craven, 
in  1671.  At  this  time  the  proprietaries  had  conceived 
very  fanguinc  hopes  of  their  colony : for  theyjordered  . 
Captain  Jialftead  to  fail  up  Afliley  river  to  raake-dif-  • 
coveries;  and  the  model  of  a very  magnificent  town., 
was  fent  over  with  him,  to  be  built  as  the  metropolis’ 
of  the  province.  At  this  time  the  majority  of  the  colo-  . 
nifts  were  diffenters  ; but  the  promilling  appearance  of 
the  colony  invited  over  to  it  many  of  the  old  cavilier 
charafter,  and  others,  whofe  irregular  and  libertine 
CQodu^  and  .behaviour  gave  great  fcandal  to  the 
original  planters,  which  in  time  produced  a fchifin, 
or  rather,  a civil  war  in  the  cplony.  Sir  John. 
Yeoman  fiicceeded  Colonel  Sayle  as  governor;  but 
the  diforders  of  the  colony  encreafed  fo  much,  that 
theludians  were  abufed,  and  phough  at  that  time 
very  numerous  in  Carolina,  were  provoked  to  a war, 
in  which  much  blood  was  flied,  and  many  lives  loll  oq 
both  fidc5.  Thefe  imprudent  proceedings  would  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  colony,  had  it  not  been  fpr  the 
wifdom  and  prudence  of  the  proprietaries ; for  their 
party,  and  that  of  the  planters  befides,  having  ;he 
natives  on  their  Tides,  came  often  to  blows ; and  one 
of  the  name  of  Culpepper  was  fent  over  prifoner  to 
England,  where  he  was  tried  for  high  treafon  in 
Weftminfter  hall,  for  raifing  a rebellion  in  Carolina, 
but  acquitted,  Thefe  unruly  proceedings  plainly  Ihew  • 
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that  nothing  coritributes  more" to  the’^ce^and'hap- 
pinefs  of  a people  than  the  praftical  principles  of  pure 
and  undefilcd‘  liberty.  The  Tory  principles  of  cava- 
liers, which  always  will  incline  their  votaries  to  aim 
at  dominion,  will  ever  be  inimical  to  the  peace  and 
tranquility  of  focicty  ; whereas,  juft  ideas  of  liberty 
make  men  grant  as  much  freedom  to  others  as  they 
take  to  themfelves,  and  by  that  means  they  are  not 
ready  to  quarrel  and  fall  out.  - • 

To  put  a period  to  thefe  diforders,  or  at  leaft  to 
provide  fome  remedy,  the  proprietaries  Chofe  one  Col. 
Weft  to  be  their  governor,  and  from  his  character  and 
behaviour  he  appears  to  have  been  a man  of  wifdom, 
fagacity,  and  courage.  He  found  great  liceijtioufnefa 
prevailing  in  the  colony  when  he  came  to  the  govern- 
ment, parties  rifen  to  a great  height,  and  the  Iixlian 
war  not  extinguifttcd;  This  new  governor,  by  tahing 
the  popular  fide,  in  a great  meafure  cured  the  public 
divifions  fo  much,  that  the  parties  united  in  -repelling 
the  Weftoes,  an  Indian  nation  whd  were  verys  irouble- 
fom'e  to  the  inhabitams.  In  1682  he  held  a parliamehx 
at  Charleftown,  where  feveral  good  laws  pafled;  and 
particularly  an  aft  for  highways,  for  fupprdfling 
drunkennefs  and  profane  fwearing,  for  obfervaiioii 
of  the  Lord’s  day,  and-  for  fettling  the  militia. 
Thofe,  and  fome  other  popular  afts  were  difplcafing 
to  the  proprietaries;  and  Weft,  in  16S3,  was  ic* 
moved  from  his  government,  and  was  i'ucceedcd  by, 
jofeph  Moreton,  Efq.  j- 

The  wifdom  of  the  proprietaries  did  not  appear  in 
this  change  of  a governor,  nor  in  thecomininion\vhicl% 
they  font  to  appoint  and  determine  dillcrences  be*i 
tween  the  Englilh  and  the  Indians  of  Carolina.  The 
commiffioners  that  were  appointed  for  the  purpofc 
above  mentioned  were,  Morice  Matthew’s,  'Wiliiaoi 
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Fulkr,  JoQatban  Fits,  and  John  Boon,  £iqrs.  Tbofr 
gentlemen  were  aocuffd  of  unfair  prances  in  thek 
dedfioDs^  and  were  foon  diflblved.  Though  there 
IRrerc  many  dUcouraging  circumflances  attended  the 
jCQlpnyat  'this  time,  yet  itifliil  profpcred  ; and  Charlef* 
town  was  built  and  fortified  in  a very&ne  and  inviting 
fitnation,  upon  a rock -between  Aihley  and  Cooper 
mert.  Three  counties^  thofe  of  Berkley,  Craven^ 
and  Colliton,  were  laid  out  and  divided  into  iquares  of 
aeooO  acres,  proportioned  to  the  ikares  held  in  them 
by  the  proprietaries,  landgraves,  and  caciques.  The 
colonifts  at  this  time  carried  on  a trade  with  the  In- 
dians, which  the  proprietaries  did  not  at  all  approve 
of  j for  they  wanted  to  engrofs  this  trade  into  their 
own  hands,  which  rendered  their  anthocity  Ids  res 
fpc£hd>lein  the  efteem  of  the  inhabitams.  Toanfwcr 
their  feveral  purpofes  they  frequently  changed  their 
governors,  with  little  advantage  to  thcmfcWcs,  and 
with  little  fatisfa^Hon  to  the  colonifts.  Men  who  re-* 
fide  in  England,  and  are  engaged  in  forming  Utopian 
khemes  of  wealth  and  riches,  are  ready  to  imagine^ 
before  they  try  experiments,  that  there  is  nothing  to 
ftand  in  the  way  of  their  imaginations  and  form  their 
fchemes^ government,  according  to  what  they  wilh  to 
happen,  radier  thanaccording  to  principles  of  certain- 
ly or  real  pirobabilhy.  Mr  Well,  who  Was  again  rc* 
ftored  to  his  government,  did  not  long  continue;  hd 
became  popular  by  doing  good,  and  was  envied  by  the 
proprietaries.  He  was  fucceeded  by  James  Golliion, 
Efq;  a Barbadoes  gentleman,  who  was  exceedingly 
unpopular.  He  and  his  friends  attempted  to  alter  the 
fundamental  conftitutions  of  the  colony^  and  to  fubfti- 
tutc  other  articles  under  the  title  of  Handing  laws,  and 
temporary  laws.  This  proceeding  pleafed  none  of 
Ac  principal  panics  concerned,  but  was  difagrecable 
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to  both  the  proprietaries  and  the  planters;  fo  that  Mr 
Coiliton  was  not  only  deprived  of  his  ofBce,  but  driven 
out  of  the  colony.  Upon  the  expulfion  of  Coiliton, 
forae  of  the  inoft  conliderable  gentlemen  had  the 
managpinejit  of  affairs,  till  a new  governor  was  ap- 
pointed. .Four  governors  fuccecded  one  another  in  a 
Ihort  period ; the  laft  of  whom  fent  notice  to  the  pro- 

pnctariciiihat  unicfsfome  <ff  themfclves,  or  one  in 
the  charaficr  of  proprietary,  came  among  them  with 
full  power  to  fettle  all  grievances,  matters  would  never 
p PW  to  ri^ts.  Upon  this  the  Lo  rd  Afhley,  eldeft 
fpn  to  ^he  EarJ  of  Shaftlbury,  was  chofen  by  the  pro- 
governor.  This  was  the  faraoiis  author 
qf  the  C^raacnftics,  a boolc,  though  condemned  by 

many  who  never  were  able  to  underftand  it,  contains 

lomc  ^jufl  and  good  reafonings  as  is  to  be  met  with 
in  mott  modern  compofitions.  Lord  AQiky’s  conlH- 
tution  not  being  faked  to  fuch  aftive  fcencs  of  life,  he 
dcchned  accepting  of  the  government.  It  was  at  this 
Ume  conferred  upon  Mr  Archdale,  who  publiOicd  an 
account  of  Carolina,  to  which  the  public  is  indebted 
or  the  principal  things  we  know  of  that  colony  at  tint 
tirnc..^  . 

Mr  Archdaie  foon  found  that  he  had”  more  to  do 
than  he  expefted,  and  that  he  had  a very  diiikult  talk 
to  perform ; but  he  behaved  fo  well,  and  managed 
withfo  much  prudence,  diferetion,  and  patience,  that 
the  affcmbly  voted  him  an  addrefs  of  thanks.  There 
was  at  this  time  a good  nnderflanding  between  the 
government  of  Spain,  and  that  of  Great  Britain  ; but 
« wasa  common  practice  for  the  peopleof  Jamaicaand 
Barbadocs  to  buy  Spanifli  Indians  for  flaves,  who  had 
been  taken  prifoners  by  other  Indian  favages.  The 
lammafees  were  a nation  under  the  protection  of  the 
£ngli0i,  though  they  had  been  formerly  under  that  of 
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the  Spaniards.  They  had  taken  fome  prifoners  froirt 
an  Indian  belonging  to  Spain.  Mr  Archdale,  when  he 
heard  of  this,  imediaiely  ordered  the  king  of  the 
Tammafees  to  repair  to  Charleftown  t^th'his  prifoners, ' 
which  he  did,  when  Archdaie  commanded  him  to 
march  FO  St  Auguftinc,  where  he  was  toprefentthem, 
with  a letter  to  the  Spanilh  governor.  A'll  which  the 
Indian  prince  mod  pundfually  obeyed  ;■  and  :Mr  Arch- 
dale  received  a very  polite  letter  from  the  governor 
in  return.  This.a£i  of  judice  was  the  beginning  of 
mutual  good  offices  between  the  two  nations ; for  the 
Spaniards  loon  after  made  the  like  return  to  the  £ng- 
lilh  governor  of  Carolina. 

Tt;e  Earl  of  Bath  came  at  fad  to  be  palatine,  who- 
was  an  enibofiadic  zealot  for  the  church  of  England; 
his  great  ambition  was  to  edablilh  that  wordiip  in 
Carolina,  excluilve  of  all  others;  the  fame  doflrine 
being  inforced  in  England  by  the  bid  againd  occaiional 
conformity.  One  Moor  was  at  this  time  governor,  a 
man  traftable  to  the  views  of  the  pahtine.  His 
chara<der  in  the  hidory  of  that  time  is  far  from  being 
amiable;  he  was  poffeffcd  of  a perfccuiing  fpirit, 
which  will,  on  ail  Occafions,  taroilh  a man’s  charafter 
even  fuppofe  it  had  no  other' blots  upon  it.  Though 
it  never  happens  that  a man  truely  good  wilf  ever  per- 
fccute  others  for  conference  fake.  Moorfeems  to  have 
been  a man  void  of  all  principle,  as  liis  after  behavi- 
our tedilied;  for  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
with  Spain,  he  carried  on  a Have  trade,  which  dif- 
graced  both  the  proprietaries  and  himfclf.  He  fold 
the  Spanifla  Indians  to  the  Britilh  Ilhrnds,  at  a lower 
price  than  they  could  purchafe  African  Haves,  and  by 
that  means  made  a confiderable  advantage  to  himfelf. 
But  his  violence  and  injudicc  had  almoll  proved  the 
ruin  of  the  colony. 
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Moor  was  fuccecdcd  by  Johnfton,  a man  of  the 
lame  prisciples  and  temper,  and  carried  on  matters 
with  great  violence ; under  Jiis  government  a bill  was 
brought  in  to  exclude  all  perfons  from  being  chofe 
members  of  the  commons  houfe,  who  did  not  conform 
CO  the  religious  worihip  of  the  church  of  England. 

This  was  cxprcfsiy  contrary  to  the  conJlitutibns  of 
the- colony.  By  this  law  all  dUTenters  were  difquali- 
hed,  though  legally  elefled,  from  luting  in  the  alTcm- 
bly,  and  the  candidate  who  had  the  greatell  number 
of  votes,  after  the  difqualihcd  dilTentcr  was  fet  a fide, 
was  admitted.  The  diHenters  were  now  fadly  har- 
ralTed,  by  a fet  of  tyratxnical  managers,  and  left  with- 
out all  redrefs,  and  many  foolilh  and  opprelTive  things 
were  done,  inconfident  with  the  fpirit  of  all  good 
government.  Such  was  the  madnefs  of  the  Tories  in 
- that  colony,  that  they  proceeded  from  one  thing  to 
another  till  they  broke  their  charter,  and  were  obliged 
tofurrender  it  into  the  hands  of  the  ^ueen  in  1705. 
Iiisfomewhat  ftrangc,  that  in  all  governments  where 
a tyranny  is  carried  .on,  they  work  its  dilTolution  in 
the  end ; and  where  liberty  is  fupported,  that  the 
weakeft  governments  encreafe,  and  at  laft  flourilh. 

Ffom  the  many  examples  of  this,  in  the  hiftofy  of 
manki,p.d»  one  would  think  that  fovcrcigns  and  rulers 
would  learn  to  fupport  liberty  for  their  own  fake,  and 
that  of  their  fuccelTors,  becaufe  they  have  fo  many 
inftances  of  the  fall  ofempires  and  governments,  when 
once  they  began  to  introduce  opprclfion.  One  thing 
which  the  opprelTion  of  the  palatine  and  governors 
produced  was,  a rifing  of  the  Indians,  whom  they 
proceeded  to  opprefs  as  well  as  the  colonlfts.  The 
power  of  the  proprietaries  was  now  funk  to  nothing, 
and  fo  weak  was  their  adminiHration,  that  the  colonills 
in  Carolina  were  obliged  to  apply  to  the  crown  to 
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take  them  under  its  protcftion ; which  the  government 
of  England  pretended  implied  a refnmpuoa  of  their 
charter.  The  proprietaries  found  that  they  were  not 
able  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  the  Indians  Upon  their 
own  bottom,  they  therefore  refolved  to  furrcnder  their 
charter,  which  they  accordingly  did  to  a number  of 
perfons  in  trull  for  the  crown. 

It  is  plain  that  the  arbitrary  principles  of  the  pro- 
prietaries andtheir  managers,  almoil  mined  the  colony, 
and  loft  them  their  charter.  There  is  fomcthing  of  in- 
fatuation, for  the  moft  part,  that  attends  people  that 
grafp  at  unreafonable  dominion,  for  they  never  can  tell 
when  they  have  enough,  and  ftrctch  their  power  fo 
far  that  they  over  reach  thcmfelves.  The  defire  of 
dominion  over  others  is  fwcet  to  the  moft  part  of  man- 
kind, but  there  is  nothinginnaturc  more  unreafonable, 
nor  any  thing  that  argues  more  a weaknefs  of  undcr- 
ftanding  than  the  deCrc  thereof.  In  proceeding  through 
the  hiftory  of  the  fraalleft  colonics,  we  may  • fee 
their  ruiu  infeperably  connefted  with  arbitrary 
government; and  that  whenever  the  ideas  of  liberty 
are  loft,  profperity  ends,  and  confulion  begins.  It  is 
of  no  fignification  whether  a few  or  many  exercife 
tyranny,  the  efFc£ls  will  be  the  fame,  and  will  always 
follow  their  caufe.  Civil  ^d  religious  liberty  are 
ell'ential  to  all  good  government;  for  there  is  in  faft 
no  government  without  them ; they  are  the  fprings 
of  both  rational  rule  and  obedience.  Without 
thefe  two  fprings  all  forms  of  government  will  be 
tyrannical,  and  all  profcllions  of  obedience  hypocrify 
and  dillimulaiion.  Unlcfs  men  fuppofe  themfelvesfree, 
they  will  never  obey  from  the  heart,  and  legiflaiors 
have  but  a poor  hold  of  mankind,  when  they  rule 
tltem  only  by  principles  of  fear.  This  may  reftraiq 
feme  fromafts  of  violence,  but  it  will  never  ftimulatc 
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to  great  and  noble  aftions.  Tbere  is  ttot  a great 
aftion  recorded  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  flayery,  fmee 
the  creation  of  the  world. 

Although  in  this  and  the  two  preceding  yearvyeiy 
little  was  done  "m  parliament  concerning  Americaa 
affairs,  yet  the  progrefs  of  iheminiftry,  and  the  court 

■ party  in  parliament,  became  more  and  more  alarming 
to  the  friends  of  liberty  in  ’ the  Brhifh  empire.  The 
mofl  facred  rights  of  private  property,  which  had  been 
fecured  by  royal  patent,  confirmed  by  the  fandion  of 
parliament,  were  now  confirmed  by  a junto  of  mini- 
(terial  puppets,  who  afted  at  the  nod  of  the  politidal 
commander  in  chief.  The  Eaft  India  company,  whom 

■ experience  had  convinced  of  the  infidelity  of  their  fer- 
vants  in  the  eaftem  parts  of  the  world,  had  determined 
to  fend  out  fomc  friends  whom  they  could  confide 
in,  in  the  charafterof  fupervHbrs,  to  reftify  paft  abufes, 
and  to  direft  the  afiairsof  the  company  in  time  comiijg, 
till  things  were  put  into  fiich  order  as  the  intention  of 
their  inftitution  required. 

Though  the  company  had  been  taken  infome  raea- 
fnre  into  the  hands  of  adminiftration,  and  their  affairs 
came  jindcr  the  cognizance  of  parliament,  as  early  as 
the  year  1767,  yet  nothing  had  been  done  all  this 
lime  towards  their  regulation  and  fettlcment,  except 
the  reftridiing  of  their  dividends,  refeinding  their  afts, 
and  the  obtaining  from  them,  without  any  vifible  e- 
quivalent,  immenfe  fums  of  money,  which  were  far 
beyond  their  abilities.  No  order  was  taken  fuited  to 
the  change  in  their  condition  and  circumftances,  for 
the  regulation  and  government  of  their  new  acquifi- 
lions;  nor  any  new  powers  lodged  in  their  hands  to 
counterbalance  the  vafl  trufis  which  they  were  now 
under  a necelfity  of  repofing  in  their  fervants;  nor  to 
reflyaio  or  prevent  ihofe  evils  which  ordinarily  attend 
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tfie  fiKldeo  tranfidoa  from  the  dire^ioiy  of  a counting 
bpufe,  tp  the  government  of  an  exteofive  territory. 

Thcfe  diforders  had  been  vifiblc  for  fome  time  pam 
and  if  government  had  merely  intended  the  welfare  of 
the  company,  they  would  have  applied  the  bcneyolent 
influence  of  their  power,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  that  evil,  which  they  now  cppflder- 
ed  to  be  i^o  imminent,  and  of  fuch  a dangerous  nature. 
It  was  alledged  that  government  had  voluntarily  per- 
mitted thcfe  diforders  to  go  on,  that  by  fuffering  the 
company  to  render  themfclves  odious  and  ridiculous, 
through  the  mifeonduft  of  their  fervants,  an  handle 
might  be  made  thereof,  to  flicw  its  incapacity  of  go- 
verning fuch  large  poflfeflions,  and  to  prepare  the  na« 
tion  for  the  changes  that  were  intended  to  fucceed. 
■Whether  this  allegation  was  true  or  falfc,  it  is  certain 
that  the  bad  adininidration  in  India,  with  all  its  confe- 
quences,  were  fuflfered  to  pafs  qnnoticed } and  it  is 
jnanifed  in  the  tranfa^ions  of  the  year  1773,  that 
though  the  aflFairs  of  the  company  were  alluded  to, 
at  tb^  opening  of  the  fefljons,  in  the  fpcech  from  the 
^ throne,  they  were  noiwirhftanding  fuffered  to  lie  over 
till  near  the  clofe  thereof,  when  a bill  was  brought  in 
^ h)'  the  deputy  chairman,  for  enlarging  the  controul- 
ing  powers  of  ilte  company,  with  refpeft  to  their  fer- 
vants, in  the  caftern  parts  of  the  world.  This  bill 
liowcver  came  to  nothing.  But  a member  in  the 
king’s  fervicc,  not  indeed  connefted  withthc  miniftry, 

, whether  wiih  or  without  their  advice,  at  length roufed 
their  attention  to  this  obj  eft..  This  gfivc  rife  to  a 
. fcleft  committee,  which  was  armed  with  full  powers 
^ for  all  purpofes  of  enquiry,  concerning  the  officers  of 
the  company. 

, The  whole  company  were  now  greatly  alarmed, 
and  not  only  dreaded  the  rigour  of  an  enquiry,  but 
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fi*om  late  experience  were  too  fenfible  of  the  ineffi- 
cacy of  charters  for  their  protection,  in  a difpute 
wherein  government  found  it  for  the  fervice  of  their 
purpofesof  power,  to  fet  them  afidc.  In  afenate  where 
the  majority  arc  under  the  influence  of  an  omnipotent 
rainiftry,  no  former  rights  and  privileges  are  fafe  and 
fccure  ; for  yes  or  no,  will,  in  fucb  an  affcmbly,  fee 
afide  the  very  conftitutional  rights  of  an  empire. 
Charters  granted  to  incorporated  bodies  of  people, 
confirmed  by  the  legiilaturc,  arc  certainly  as  legal 
tenures  for  holding  rights  and  pofleffions,  as  any  deeds 
that  can  be  devifed,  and  cannot  juftly  be  infringed  by 
public  authority,  unlefs  thcpolTcflors  are  guilty  of  fuch 
crimes,  as  legally  deprive  them  of  the  rights  of  other 
fubjeCis.  But  when  it  is  admitted  to  be  a maxim  of 
government,  that  future  parliaments  may  reverfe  the 
conftitutional  deeds  of  former  leg'ftatures,  for  rcafons 
of  ftate  or  convcnicncy,  there  are  no  rights  which  any 
fubjeCls  can  pofl'efs,  but  what  are  merely  precarious 
and  uncertain. 

The  Eaft  Indiacompany  forefaw  the  ftorm  that  was 
gathering  faft,  and  would,  unlefs  provided  againft,  at 
laft  burft  upon  their  heads.  They  therefore  eudea- 
Youred  to  prevent  its  efteCls  by  the  beft  raeafurcs  .uud 
methods  they  could  devife.  It  was  propofed,  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament,  to  fend  out  a new  coramUUuu 
of  fupervifion,  with  full  powers  to  regulate  all  the 
company's  affairs  abroad.  This  was  a fubjeft  that  took 
up  much  time,  it  being  not  lefs  difficult  to  agree  upo;> 
the  perfons.wbo  were  to  be  appointed  to  an  oftica  of 
fo  great  importance,  than  upon  the  extent  of  the 
powers  with  which  they  were  to  be  intrufted.  They 
at  laft  agreed  upon  fending  fix  gentlemen  for  the  puL> 
pofe  intended,  and  a general  officer  of  high  rank  aud 
charaflor,  who  had  comtganded  with  great  honour  in 
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the  American  war.  AU  thefe  coniented  to  go  out  ac 
tbe  head  of  the  fupervilion. — But  before  matters 
could  be  fully  ac^uflcd  and  brought  iuto  execution,  • 
the  meeting  of  parliament  put  an  end  to  the  defign. 
A feleA  committee,  as  well  as  a committe  of  fccrecy, 
was  appointed  for  examining  the  company’s  adairs,  • 
which  were  careful  to  date  them  in  fuch  a point  of 
view  as  greatly  expofed  both  the  company  and  its  fer* 
rants,  and  excited  a general  indignation  againlt  them. 
Thofe  enquiries,  and  the  proceedings  of  parliament 
in conCeqnence thereof,  were  upon  the  whole  arbitrary*, 
and  illegal,  as  the  £a(l  India  company  was  redrained 
from  the  management  and  direAion  of  its  own  proper* 
ties,  without  anyjufl  reafon  alTigned  for  applying  fuch 
cm  incapacitating  authority.  What  appeared  ex* 
ceedingly  unreafonabie  was,  that  though  the  minidry 
acknowledged  that  the  company’s  affairs  were  in  a. 
Tcry  confufed  dtuation  in  Bengal,  yet  they  wanted  to. 
redrain  them  from  fending  out  fupervifors  to  reftify 
thofe  errors  and  abufes,  which  were  fo  much  com- 
plained of.  This  was  confidered  as  an  high  degree 
of  oppredion,  and  viewed  in  the  light  of  a defiga 
to  make  the  company  fubferrient  to  the  ends  of 
government,  to  all  intents  and  purpefes.  Tbe  argu? 
ments  that  W’ere  ufed  on  this  occafion  in  patlia4 
ment,  will  fpeak  bed  for  themfelves,  and  they  diall  be 
given  nearly  in  the  fame  words  as  they  were  delivercdi 
“ The  pica  of  didrcls  was  examined,  and  allcdged 
to  be  only  temporary,  by  a deficiency  of  prefent  calh ) 
bdt  it  was  infided,  that  in  point  of  foWency,thc  com* 
pany  was  in  the  highed  degree  of  credit.  That  the 
minider  himfelf  bad  admitted  this  fad.  That  the 

grofs'  abufes  committed  in  India,  had  rendered  it  nc* 
ceffary,  to  appoint  a fee  of  gcmlcmcB,  id  whom  the 
confidence  ^ tbe  company,  whofc  intereff  was  at 
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rtakc,  was  placed  to  Reform  thdfe  abufes  and  regtllate 
their  affairs ; by  whole  interpofition,  notwithllanding 
the  expence,  vaft  fums  might  be,  and  probably  would 
lie  faved  to  the  company;  that  it  was  a new  fyftem  of 
conduft,  as  well  as  a new  mode  of  argument,  that  be- 
caufe  people  were  diftreffed,  they  fhould  not  be 
permitted  to  take  prdper  iheafUres  to  retrieve  their  af- 
fairs; that  this  was  a propofal  for  an  expoji y<2<f7olaw,and 
was  to  reftrain  the  company  from  doing  what  was  al- 
ready legally  done ; that  the  report  was  founded  upon 
a falfe  principle,  the  alledged  motive  being  to  preferve 
the  company  from  a farther  erabaraffment  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  their  affairs,  by  their  running  into  an  ex- 
traordinary expence;  tvhereas  the  expenccs  of  the 
fupervifion,  were  to  be  paid,  and  paid  only,  out  of 
the  favings  which  it  might  be  produftive  of  in  India, 
and  could  have  no  pollible  cffeft  on  their  prefent  dif- 
treffes  at  home.  That  the  companyj  notwithllanding 
the  full  powers  with  which  they  were  legally  furniflied. 
For  the  management  of  their  internal  affairs,  and  the 
appointment  of  their  fertants,  had  Ihcwn  fo  great  an 
attention  and  deference  to  parliament,  that  though  the 
fupervifors  were  appointed,  and  the  gentlemen  in 
readinefs  to  depart,  they  had  already  fufpended  the 
tronimifllon,  only  upon  hearing  that  the  houfe  had  be- 
gun an  enquiry  into  their  affairs,  and  were  determin- 
ed it  fhbuld  not  take  place,  till  the  iffue  of  that  en- 
quirj’i  That  the  report  ftrikes  at  the  very  charter 
and  conftitution  of  the  company;  was  unprecedented, 
and  unparliamentary;  and  it  was  hoped  would  be  dif- 
iniffed,  in  fuch  a manner  as  fhould  vindicate  the  honour  ' 
of  the  houfe^  and  prevent  fuch  attempts  for  the 
future. 

In  anfwer  to  thefc  arguments  the  minifter  declared, 
Ihat  no  hoftile  intentions  whatever,  were  conceived 
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againfl;  the  company,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  par- 
liament, and  the  great  wifli  of  adminiftratiou,  to  render 
it  a great  and  glorious  company,  and  to  fettle  it  upon 
the  moll  permanent  foundation;  but  that  they  were 
entering  into  a very  expenfive  commiffion,  at  a time, 
that  from  their  former  mifconduft,  their  dillrefleswere 
fo  great,  as  to  put  them  under  the  neceflity  of  apply- 
ing to  the  public  for  a loan  of  money,  and  that  they, 
owed  confiderable  arrears  to  government;  that  it  was 
undoubtedly  the  duty  of  parliament  to  preferve  them 
from  ruin;  that  the  committee  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  houfe  to  infpeft  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany, havejudged  it  expedient  that  a redraint  (hould 
be  laid  upon  them  in  refpc£lto  that  meafure,  and  that 
as  no  redraint  could  polllbly  be  laid  but  by  aft  of  par- 
liament, it  was  neceffary  to  bring  in  a bill  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Doubts  were  alfo  raifed  in  the  deb  ate  (though 
no  more  than  doubts)  whether  the  company  could 
legally  iffue  fuch  a commiffion.  If  they  could,  it  was 
affcrted,  that  the  company  could  not  give  their  com- 
niiffioners  proper  and  effeftual  authority  without  the 
aid  of  parliament ; nor  were  they,  under  whofe  go- 
vernment  all  thofe  abufes  had  arifen,  in  the  lead  equal 
to  the  corrcftion  of  them. 

In  order  to  elude  the  prefent  temper,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  edabliffiment  of  a precedent  fo  fatal  to  their 
rights,  two  gentlemen  who  were  direftors  of  the  India 
company,  and  then  in  their  places  as  members,  odered 
to  pledge  themfelves  to  the  houfe,  that  the  fufpenfion 
Ihould  not  be  raken  off,  nor  the  fupcrvifor  differed 
to  depart,  until  fuch  a progrefs  was  made  in  the  pre- 
fent enquiry,  as  ffiould  afford  full  fatisfaftion,  both 
with  refpeft  to  the  date  of  their  affairs,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  the  meafure. 

This 
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This  propofal  was  rejefted.  It  was  faid,  that  though 
the  company  might  for  the  prefent  have  refolved  to 
fufpend  the  departure  of  the  fupervifors,  nothing  but 
an  aft  of  parliament  couM  make  that  refolution  effec- 
tual ; that  they  might  refcind  on  one  day,  their  own 
refolutions  or  meafures  of  the  preceding;  that  the 
opinion  or  promifes  of  the  whole  court  of  direftors, 
could  afford  no  fecurity  in  this  refpeft,  as  the  direc- 
tion was  inferior'  to  the  general  courts,  where  their 
afts  were  liable  to  be  over-ruled  by  the  proprietors ; 
and  that  an  advantage  might  be  taken  during  the 
Chriftmas  recefs,  of  fending  the  fupervifors  far  out  of 
the  reach  of  parliament.  That  this  bill  'wa^  no  inva- 
fion  of  any  charter,  it  was  only  an  aft  to  prevent  a 
poffible  evil ; to  prevent  the  company  from  crowning 
all  their  former  extravagance',  by  entering  into  an  un- 
neceffary  and  ruinous  expence,  when  they  were  jufl; 
upon  the  brink  of  bankruptcy. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  whole  meafure,  as  well  as 
the  unconftitmional  nature  of  the  committee  from 
which  it  originated.  Were 'condemned  in  the  moft;  fe- 
▼ere and  pointed  terms.  It  was  ’faid  to  be  neither 
more  nor  lefs,  than  a bill  to  fufpend  the  laws  of  the 
land;  that  it  was  fubverfivc  of  rights,  which  the  com- 
pany not  only  enjoyed  by  charter,  but  had  purchafed 
from  the  public,  for  high  and  valuable  confiderations. 
That  it  difgraced  the  dignity  of  parliament,  by  a wan- 
ton exertion  of  authority,  without  a motive ; that  too 
many  complaints  were  already  Ioudly.;and  publicly 
made,  that  every  minifterial  job  was  adopted  as  foon 
aspropofed,  without  regard  to  reafon,  argument,  or 
confequences,  whereby  the  refpeft,  and  confidence, fo 
effential  to  the  nature  of  parliament,  were  funk  to  a 
degree  that  could  fcarcely  be  paralleled  in  the  word 
of  times,-  That  adminiftration  had  found  out  an  ad- 
, - mirable 
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admirable  method  of  rendering  the  company  great 
^nd glorious;  they  began,  by  plundering  them,  under 
the  name  of  an  agreement,  of  above  two  millions,  and 
now  put  the  lad  hand  tq  the  work,  by  taking  advanr 
cage  of  the  didrefs  principally  caufed  by  that  plunder, 
to  4cprive  them  of  their  ch^^-ter,  aqd  overthrow  their 
cobditutionrfird  they  tempt  and  terrify  them  into  a 
ruinous  extravagance  of  grants  and  dividends,  and 
then  as  a punilhment,  deprive  them  of  whenever  this 
extravagance  had  left.  That  indeed  the  minider  was 
lavilh  in  his  declarations  of  his  friendly  intentions  to* 
wards  the  company  and  thefe  declarations  mud  be 
confidered  as  a full  compenfation  for  every  thing  they 
fufered.  It  was  farther  faid,  that  this  bill  mud  be 
produ£live  of  the  mod  fatal  confequences  with  refpeff 
to  the  other  funds,  and  put  an  end  to  confidence  ia 
the  public  faith ; and  it  was  alked  with  great  bitter-r 
nefs,  what  fecurity  there  could  be  in  a country,  where 
the  royal  charters,  repeatedly  ratified  and  copfiirined 
byafts  of  parliament,  could  give  no  permanent  edab- 
lilhment  to  property.  That  the  argument  of  expcncc 
was  a mere  pretext  to  cover  worfe  defigns.  I’hat  it 
was  addmitted  fome  fort  of  fupervifion  was  neceffary 
and  the  obje^ion  of  expence  was  equally  applicable 
tp  any  fort  of  fupervifion.  As  to  the  want  of  powers, 
it  was  faid,  that  if  there  was  any  defeft  of  that  fort  in- 
the  company’s  charter,  they  might  be  given  wiili  equal 
effeft  to  the  coramiflioners  who  are  legally  appointed, 
and  without  any  violation  of  the  rights  or  charter  of 
the  company. 

To  thefe  and  many  other  driftures,  the  didrelTeS 
and  extravagance  of  the  company,  the  ncceflity  of 
obferving  the  drifted  oeconomy  in  their  affairs,  to- 
gether with  a due  regard  for  their  welfare,  which  was 
fo  intimately  connefted  with  that  of  the  date;  and  a 
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juft  anentioo  to  the  fccurity  of  their  creditors,  wer^ 
deemed  in  general  fulEcient  aofwers ; it  was  alfo  in- 
fifted  on,  that  this  meafure  was  no  invallon  of  their 
rights ; and  that  if  it  had,  the  legillature  had  an  un- 
queftioned  right  to  interfere,  to  prevent  their  running 
headlong  to  ruin.  Upon  a divifton,  the  queftion  was 
carried  by  a great  majority,  being  fupportcd  by  114 
votes,  againft  43  only,  who  oppofcd  the  bringing  ia- 
of  the  bill. 

In  the  farther  progrefs  of  this  bill,  a petition,  couch- 
ed in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  was  prefented  againft  it  by 
the  India  company  j and  feveral  of  their  fervants,  con- 
fiding of  the  examiner  of  the  records,  the  auditor  of 
Indian  accounts,  the  accountant  general,  and  the 
Aiperintendant  of  the  ccftom-houfe  accounts,  were 
examined,  by  the  company’s  defire,  at  the  bar  of  the^ 
houfe  of  commons,  in  order  as  well  to  Ihew  a true 
date  of  tlieir  a&irs,  as  the  raifcondu£fand  difobedience 
pf  their  (ervants  abroad,  and  the  confequent  neceftiiy 
of  the  fupervifion.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  examina- 
nons  it  appeared,  that  the  exorbitances  and  opprellions 
dill  continued  to  be  committed  by  the  company’s  fer- 
vants in  India.  'Through  their  own  imprudence,  in 
aiking  peed}efs  or  improper  queftions,  a full  (bare  of 
thofe  charges,  were  brought  dircAly  home,  to  fome 
of  thofe  gentlemen  whq  were  then  fitting  in  the  houfe. 

It  appeared,  that  fincethe  year  1765,  thecompany’s 
expences  had  encreafed,  from  700,000!.  to  the  enor- 
mous fumof  1,700,000!.  annually.  It  alfo  appeared, 
that  government  had  received  by  the  nett  duties,  the 
indemnity  upon  tea,  and  the  ftippulated  400,000!.  little 
lefs  than  two  millions  annually  from  the  company. 
That  the  latter  had  loft  by  the  indemnity  agreeraenc, 
from  its  ftrft  commencement,  at  lead  one  million ; of 
which  700,0001.  went  to  govepment,  and  the  remain-' 
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der  to  the  purchafers.  It  was  alfo  fliewn,  that  govern- 
ment had  profited,  extraordinarily,  by  the  company, 
within  the  laft  five  years,  to  the  vaft  amount  of 
3,35)5,0001.  viz.  by  the  produce  of  the  annual  ftipulat- 
cd  fum,  2,200, oo'ol,  and  by  the  increafe  of  the 
revenue,  compared  on  a medium -with  the  five  pre- 
ceding years,  1,185,000!.  That  the  whole  of  the 
company’s  receipts  of  dividend  during  .the  fame 
period,  fcarcely  amounted  to  900,000!.  more  than* 
fix  per  cent  upon  its  capital,  which  was  the  lowed 
trading  dividend  that'had  ever  been  made  during  the 
moll  expenfivc  and 'dangerous  war.  It  appeared  upon 
the  whole,  that  the  company’s  mercantile  profits  dur-' 
ing  the  above  period,  amounted  on,  an  average,  to 
464,000!.  annually,  which , would  have  afforded  i 
dividend  of  twelve  and  a half  per  cent;  fo  that  while- 
government  profited  to  the  great  amonm  we  have  men-, 
liooed  the  company  and  proprietary,  inftead  of  bencn 
filing  a (ingle  (hilling,lofl  confiderably  of  the  dividend; 
which  the  profits  on  their  trade;  only,  would  .have 
afforded.  Thence  they  argued,  that  far  from  being 
delinquents,  their  merits  with  the  public  were 
paralleled' by  any  example.  That  the  abufes  com-- 
mitted  by  their  fervants,  were  fuch  as  they  could  not 
prevent,  becaufe  they  could  not  forefee ; that  whew 
they  were  known,  they  endeavoured  by  reiterated 
orders  from  home  to  correft  them;  that  they  had 
prepared  various  commillioas  for  that : purpofe ; one 
under  Lord  Clive;  a fecond,  which  had  been  unfor- 
tunately loll ; and  a third,  which  contrary, to  their, 
rights,  was  now  propofed  to  be  refeinded.  They  con-' 
tended,  that  parliament  could  not  take  this  (lep,  as  be- 
ipg  contrary  to  public  faith.  The  matters  of  fa£l  in 
the  petition,  were  dated  by  the  evidence  with  clear- 
xicfs  and  prccifion,  I have  been  the  qiorc  particu- 
lar 
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lar  in  this  detail,  as  it  will  undoubtedly  excite  the  ad- 
miration of  future  ages  to  confider  the  power  and 
opulence,  which  had  been  once  in  the  poffelEon  of, 
a company  of  Kiiglilh  merchants. 

A fecond  report  had  been  made  during  this  time 
by  the  fecret  committee,  which  contained  a long 
ftatcraent  of  the  company’s  affairs;  of  their  debts 
credits,  and  effects,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  was 
objefted  that  this  piece  wasfo  overloaded  with  figures 
and  accounts,  and  fo  full  of  intricacies,  that  it  could 
afford  but  little  information,  (except  what  w'as  taken 
for  granted  from  the  grofs  fums)  within  the  narrow 
lime  tliat  fuch  information  could  be  neceffary,  with 
refpea  to  the  prefent  bill.  This  ftate  of  their  affairs, 
was  confidered  by  the  company  and  its  friends,  as  a 
very  unfavourable,  if  not  unfair,  reprefentation  of 
them;  and  drew  many  ftriaures  upon  the  committee, 
the  darknefs  of  its  proceedings,  and  the  doubtful  in- 
formation that  could  be  obtained  through  fuch  a me- 
dmm.  It  was  again  lamented,  that  a fair  and  open 
enquiry  had  not  been  carried  on,  according  to  the 
happy  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  Englifli  conflitution,  bv 
which  every  gentleman  would  have  had  an  opportimi- 
ty,  of  founding  his  opinion  upon  matters  as  they  .aji. 

pcared  to  himfeff,  and  of  requiring  fuch  explanations 
as  he  thought  neceffary;  that  the  time  unavoidably 
fpent  tn  fuch  an  inveftigation,  would  afford  leifure  for 
cool  deliberation,  and  for  digefling,  in  fomc  degree, 
tlieffeveral  parts  of  fuch  complicated  matter?  vviiere- 
by  random  opinions  and  haliy  reports,  framed  in  a 

hurry,  and  without  a poflibility  of  feeing  all  the  fides 
of  the  fubjefl,  would  be  precluded;  and  at  the  fume 
time,  the  parties  concerned,  would  have  an  equitable 
opportunity  of  attending  to  their  refpeaive  interefts, 
dealing  updoubtful  points,  rectifying  miftakes,  and 
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the  faiisfaftion  of  knowing  the  ground  upon  which 
meafures  wefe  to  be  founded,  in  whofe  confecjiienccs 
they  were  fo  deeply  affefted. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  urged,  that  the  commit- 
tee had  acquitted  itfelfdfits  trull  with  the  moll  dif- 
tinguilhed  fidelity,  and  difpatched  and  had  gone 
throbgh  fo  complicated  a bufinefs  in  lefs  time  thatf 
could  be  expelled  3 which  could  hot  have  been  done^ 
if  the  committee  had  been  open,  and  fubjeft  tO  debate 
on  the  feveral  articles.  That  it  is  no  wonder,  that 
matters  of  account  in  fuch  a bufinefs  Ihould  appear  to 
produce  different  conclufions,  according  to  the  differ- 
ent manner  of  viewing  and  Hating  them.  But  unlefs 
direft  falfification  were  proved,  the  houfe  muff  ne- 
ceffarily  abide  by  the  llatemeht  of  thofe  whom  they 
had  chofen  for  the  purpofe. 

Upon  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,-  connfel  was 
heard  in  behalf  of  the  company^  after  which  great  de- 
bates arofe.  It  was  advanced  by  the  oppofers  of  the 
bill,  that  as  the  company’s  legal  right  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  its  own  fervants,  and  to  the  entire  manage- 
ment and  regulation  of  its  internal  affairs,  had  been 
fo  clearly  proved  as  not  to  admit  of  a queftion^  and 
that  the  rapacity,  mifeonduft,  and  difobedience,  of  the 
fervants  in  the  prefidencics  abroad,  was  fo  notorious 
as  to  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  no  reafonable  objeftion 
could  now  lie  to  the  exercife  of  that  right,  when  its 
expediency,  and  even  necellity,  W'ere  fo  evident 3 and 
that  as  every  delay  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  muff 
be  ruinous  in  the  highell  degree  to  the  company,  and 
proportionally  prejudical  to  the  nation;  it  was  to  be 
hoped,  that  no  farther  oppofition  would  be  made,  tO 
the  carrying  of  the  coromiliion  of  fupervifion  into  im- 
mediate execution,  ahd  that  the  prefent  bill  would  be 

rejefted 

r <3  oy  Google 


AiD.  X773-  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  335 

rejcd^dj  as  founded  upon  falfe  principles,  and  of  an 
UQConllitutiunal  and  dangerous  tendency. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  evidence  given  at 
the  bar,  and  the  arguments  oppofed  by  the  counfel 
againlt  the  bill,  contained  the  flrongell  reafons  that 
could  poflibly  have  been  brought  to  Ihow  the  urgent' 
neccllity  of  its  being  pafled.  That  they  fully  deraon- 
(^rated  the  evils  in  India  to  be  of  fuch  magnitude, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  legiQature  could  reform 
them  } that  no  powers  could  be  granted  to  the  fuper- 
vifion,  competent  to  the  remedy  of  fuch  enormities ; 
that  the  commilBon  was  befides  faulty  in  its  principles, 
as  the  governors  and  counfels  in  the  refpeftive  pre- 
fidencies  in  India,  were  joined  in  power  by  it,  with 
the  fupervifors  who  were  intended  to  be  fent  from 
England;  that  as  the  number  of  the  former  was  per- 
manent, they  mufl  foon,  by  death  or  flcknefs,  become 
a majority;  that  by  this  means,  the  capital  offenders, 
who  were  the  authors  ol  all  the  evils  complained  of, 
would  become  the  judges  of  their  owu  crimes,  and 
the  redreffers  of  their  own  opprefftons  ; was  it  then 
by  men,  who  had  long  rioted  with  the  moft  unrelent- 
ing cruelty  in  the  diftreffes  of  their  miferable  fellow- 
creatures,  that  juftice  was  to  be  reftored  to  her  proper 
courfe,  and  the  mifcliicfs  which  their  iniquities  caufed 
Were  to  be  removed ; 

That  the  legiflature  had  a fupreme  controuling 
power,  to  w'hich  all  muff,  and  ought  to  fubmit ; that 
this  power  could  never  be  applied  with  greater  pro- 
priety, or  benefit,  than  in  the  prefeni  inffance,  when 
the  welfare  and  fecurity  of  many  millions,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  great  countries  and  revenues  depended 
upon  its  exertion.  That  laws,  as  well  as  charters, 
muff  fubmit  to  a change  of  times  and  feafons,  and  muff 
be  altered,  modelled,  or  repealed,  as  circumffanccs, 
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and  the  nature  of  things  require;  that  it  could 
never  have  been  intended  at  the  time  of  granting 
the  company’s  charters,  to  give  them  a power  of 
legiflation  over  great  countries, 'in  which  it  was  not 
poffible  to  be  fuppofed  they  ever  could  have  any  other 
footing,  than  a permiffion  to  trade  as  inmates  and 
ftrangers.  That  India  affairs  were  now  under  the 
confideration  of  parliament,  and  whHe  matters  w'erc 
in  this  fufpence,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  allow  thecora- 
pany  to  proceed  on  their  own  bottom,  and  to  fnatch 
the  bufinefs  out  of  their  hand:  either  there  was, 
or  there  was  not  o:cafionfor  the  interpofition  of  par- 
liament; if  there  was,  how  could  the  company  pre- 
tend to  afti’dependant  of  them,  after  they  had  ap. 
plied  for  relief  to  the  miniftcr?  if  there  was  not,  why 
did  they  apply? 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  obferved,  that  parfiamenta- 
ry  interpofition  had  hitherto  been  attended  with  very 
little  advantage  to  the  company.  That  the  lall  par- 
liament had  undertaken,  in  the  year  1767,  the  regu- 
lation of  their  affairs,  and  after  fpending  the  greater 
part  of  the  feffion  upon  that  bufinefs,  the  rcfult  was, 
the  extortion  of  a vafffumof  money  from  the  company 
without  an  equivalent,  and  the  leaving  their  aflairs.to 
fhift For  iherofelves,  without  the  fmalleft  regulation; 
that  their  affairs  had  fmee  continued  open  lo'  parlia- 
ment, without  any  thing  being  done,  but  the  making 
or  renewing  ofbargains  for  the  benefit  of  government, 
without  the  fmalleff  attention  to  that  of  the  company  ; 
that  afeleft  committee  had  been  appointed  in  the  pre- 
ceding feffion,  which  had  continued  its  fittings  through- 
out the  fuinmer,  and  it  was  not  pretended  that  the 
company  had  reaped  any  advantages  from  them;  and 
that  a fecrei  committee  had  newly  fiarted  up,  .the 
benefits  of  which  were  yet  to  be  dilcovered,  as  nothing 
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b.ut  complaints  had  hitherto  attended  its  proceedings. 
That  if  the  company  was  not  armed  with  fufficient 
powers  for  the  punifliment  of  its  fervants,  and  the  re- 
gulcition  of  its  government  in  India,  the  fault  lay 
wholly  in  adminiftration,  as  a bill  had  been  brought 
in  for  that  purpofe  in  the  preceding  feflion,  which  was 
laid  by,  under  pretence  of  waiting  for  tlic  difeoveries. 
that  were  to  be  made  by  the  feleft  committee. 

That  the  evils  apprehended,  from  the  extraordinary 
powers  of  the  Aipervifion  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  offenders  in  India,  were  merely  imaginary ; 
the  company  had  well  forefeen,  and  effeftually  pro-- 
vided  againft  thofe  evils,  in  the  body  of  the  com- 
miilioQ  ; no  aft  of  the  fupervifion  can  be  valid  with-, 
out  the  prefence  of  the  three  commilTioocrs ; the 
firft  of  thefe  is  to  have  the  calling  voice,  and  they  are 
to  be  alMcd  by  the  governor,  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  fccond  in  council  only  as  inferior  affelTors;- 
and  the  fupervifors,  have  power,  if  they  fee  caufe,  to 
difmifs  the  governor  and  whole  council,  and  have 
a power  of  controul  in  all  cafes. 

That  if  the  particular  intcrefts  of  ihe  company 
were  confidered  as  matters  of  indifference,  the  great 
revenues,  and  immenfe  benefits  it  afforded  to  the  pub- 
lic, were  not  to  be  wantonly  fported  with ; that  as  the 
reilraint  in  the  bill  was  laid  for  fix  months,  and 
the  feafon  of  the  year  would  of  neceflity  continue 
it  for  fix  more,  twelve  whole  months,  in  the  prefent 
critical  ftate  of  their  affairs,  would  be  totally  loft  tp 
the  company,  before  any  intended  regulation,  whether 
by  parliament,  or  otherwife,  could  poffibly  take 
place  ; that  this  delay,  might  be  produftive  of  the  moft 
michievous  effeft  to  the  company,  as  the  grievances 
and  evils,  which  they  wanted  to  remedy  or  prevent, 
would  have  the  accumulation  of  all  that  time  added  to 
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their prefent  amount;  and  as  the  defign  of  regulation, 
would  be  fo  long  known  before-hand  to  the  offenders, 
they  would  ufe  fuch  induflry  in  their  fcveral  depart- 
ments, that  there  would  not  be  much  left  for  redrefs, 
by  the  time  that  it  could  take  place. 

But  the  great  force  of  the  arguments  on  this  fide, 
was  principally  direfted,  to’ the  prefent  unufual  and 
extraordinary  flretch  of  parliamentary  authority;  it 
was  acknowledged  that  a fupreme  undefined  power 
was  ultimately  lodged  in  the  legiflature;  but  it  was  in- 
filled, that  fuch  an  exertion  of  it,  could  only  be  jufti- 
fieJ  by  the  mofl:  urgent  neceffity;  and  that  as  no  fuch 
nec^:flity  now  exifted,  it  was  a wanton  violation  of 
public  faith,  law,  and  conllitutibn,  without  an  equit- 
able motive.  That  it  was  the  invafion  of  a right, 
which  parliament  had  not  granted  but  fold ; a right 
for  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged,  and 
which  could  not  be  taken  away  without  an  aft  of 
forfeiture  in  the  company;  nor  even  in  that  cafe  with- 
out due  compenfation.  That  this  violent  and  danger- 
ous exertion  of  pow’er,  muft  not  only  deftroy  the  credit 
of  the  India  company,  but  alfo  affeft  the  bank,  the 
South-fea,  and  all  other  public  companies,  none  of 
which  could  have  any  other  fecurities  than  thofe  which 
are  now  violated;  that  whenever  a war  took  place, 
the  eftefts  of  this  unjull  and  pernicious  meafure,  upon 
the  national  credit  in  general,  would  be  too  late  and 
too  fatally  experienced ; and  that  it  was  not  lefs  dan- 
gerous in  its  principle,  nor  mifehievous  in  its  prece- 
dent, to  the  city  of  London,  and  all  the  other  cor- 
porated  bodies  in  the  Britifti  empire, 

A particular  charge  was  alfo  made  upon  adminiflra- 
tion,  with  regard  to  their  motives  for  this  fufpcnfion. 

It  was  faid  that  they  had  arbitrarily  and  capricioufly 
fufpended  the  legal  courfc  of  bufiircfsm  the  court  of  ' 
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proprietors,  and  forced  this  matter  into  parliament, 
only  to  gratify  a private  refentment;  that  the  com- 
pany had  been  officioufly  informed  by  their  chairman, 
and  deputy-chairman,  (the  only  medium  through 
which  they  could  have  any  communication  with  govern- 
ment) that  the  mcafures  relative  co  the  fuperviGon 
were  approved  of  by  adminillration  ; but  that  as  foon 
as  it  was  found,  that  the  company  did  not  chufe  to  in- 
truh  their  aifairs  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  were 
nominated  for  that  purpofe  by  the  minihers,  they  im- 
mediately fet  their  facesagainfl:  the  whole  meafure,  and 
BOW  bad  the  fortune  to  Gnd  the  houfe  fo  compliant  as 
to  adopt  their  refentments. 

It  was  obfervable,  that  many  of  thofe,  who  either 
in  themfelves  or  their  families,  werd  under  great  ob- 
ligations to  the  company,  and  particularly  fuch  as  had 
obtained  vaft  fortunes  in  her  fervice,  now  joined  ad- 
minidration  in  this  bill.  The  eGefls  of  the  party  dif- 
putes  with  refpeft  to  the  appointment  of  fupervifors, 
were  alfo  very  vifible  on  this  occafion.  Though  the 
quedion  was  debated  warmly  and  ably  by  the  oppofi- 
tion,  fuch  was  the  force  of  the  general  odium  in  which 
the  company  dood,  and  fuch  the  weaknefs  arifing  from 
its  internal  difTentions,  that  the  numbers  againd  the 
bill  were  very  trifling.  Befldes,  many  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  had  not  then  come  to  town.  Upon  a divifion  late 
at  night,  and  not  a very  thin  houfe,  the  bill  was  car- 
ried by  a majority  of  more  than  five  to  one,  the  num- 
bers being  153,  to  28  only. 

The  redraining  bill  was  prefented  the  next  day  t« 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  it  being  fo  near  the  holidays, 
was  carried  through  with  the  greated  difpatch.  It 
did  not,  however,  pafs  without  oppofition ; though, 
as  in  the  other  houfe,  the  opponents  were  few.  A 
noble  duke>  who  had  long  been  didioguifhed  in  op- 
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pofitlon,  and  who  of  late  had  applied  himfelf  with 
uncommon  indultry  to  obtain  a perfcft  knowledge  of 
India  affairs,  traverfed  this  bill  with  great  vigour 
and  almofl:  alone,  for  the  fhort  time  in  which  it  was 
paffing  through  its  feveral  ftages.  As  the  biil  was 
brought  in  on  a Saturday,  and  a report  was  fpread  in 
the  evening,  and  inferted  in  the  ncw^s-papcrs,  that  it 
had  been  carried  that  day  through  its  lad  reading,  (a 
matter,  however  uncommon,  which  was  readily  be- 
lieved) the  India  company  had  not  time  to  go  through 
the  neceffary  forms,  for  all'embling  in  its  corporate 
capacity,  and  framing  and  prefenting  a petition,  before 
the  following  Wednefday,  on  which  it  was  finally 
palled.  A petition  figiied  by  14  proprietors  was, 
however,  received,  and  witnelTes  were  examined,  and 
counfel  heard  at  the  bar  againlt  the  bill. 

Y7e  (lull  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  arguments  that 
were  ufed  upon  this  occafion,  fo  far  as  they  were 
peculiar  to  the  place,  or  may  feem  to  throw  new  light 
upon  the  fubjecl.  As  the  koufc  of  Lords  is  clofe  Ihut 
we  arc  obliged  to  gather  the  arguments  of  the  minority 
in  that  houfe  from  their  protefts  ; thofe  of  theminiftry, 
we  mud  fuppofe  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  ufed  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  It  was  urged  againd  the  bill, 
that  the  arbitrary  taking  away  of  legal  franchifes  and 
capacities,  without  any  legal  caufe  of  forfeiture,  eftab- 
liQies  a precedent,  which  leaves  no  fort  of  feenrity  to 
the  fubjeft  for  his  liberties  j fince  his  exercifmg 
them,  in  the  drived  conformity  to  all  the  rules  oflaw, 
general  equity,  and  moral  conduft,  is  not  fufficient  to 
prevent  parliament  from  intereding  its  fovereign  pow- 
ers to  dived  them  of  thofe  rights ; by  means  of  which 
infccurity,  the  honourable  didinftion  between  the 
Britilh,  and  other  forms  of  government,  is  in  a great 
meafurc  loft  j that  this  misfortune  is  greatly  growing 
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upon  US,  through  temporary,  occafional,  and  partial 
a^s  of  parliament,  which,  without  confideration  of 
their  conformity  to  the  general  principles  of  our  law 
and  conftitution,  are  adopted  ralhly  and  hadily  upon 
every  petty  occafion  ; that  though  it  may  be  difficult 
to  fix  any  legal  limit  to  the  extent  of  legiflative  power  j 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  parliament  is  as  much  bound 
as  any  individual  to  the  obfervance  of  its  own  com- 
pafts;  or  otherwife,  it  is  impoffible  to  underftand  what 
public  faith  means,  or  how  public  credit  can  fubfill. 

That  the  India  company  might  have  been  legally 
tailed  in  queftion,  and  even  its  charter  endangered,, 
for  a negleft  of  excrcifing  thofe  nccefiary  powers 
with  which  it.  is  entrufted,  and  the  ufe  of  which  it  is 
now  propofed  to  fufpend ; and  that  it  mud  be  a go.< 
vernment  compofed  of  deceit  and  violence,  where  men 
are  liable  to  be  puniffied  if  they  decline,  or  to  be  re- 
Arained  if  they  endeavour  to  exercife  their  lawful 
powers.  That  it  appears  by  evidence,  upon  oath  at 
the  bar,  that  the  company  had  been  authoritatively 
informed,  that  the  commiffion  for  regulating  their  af- 
fairs, wonld  have  been  approved  of  by  adminiftration;,* 
and  that  their  fituation  was  peculiarly  unfortunate, 
when  driven  from  all  confidence  in  public  faith,  and 
the  laws  of  their  country,  they  ffiall  find  no  fe- 
curitv  for  their  charter  privileges  even  in  thofo  very 
miuifters,  under  whofe  fanffion  they  had  every  poffibb 
reafon  to  believe  they  were  aiding. 

Ir  was  much  objedfed  to,  that  the  bill  was  brought 
in  at  a feafon,  when  the  houfe  is  alwavs  ill  attended, 
and  hurried  through  with  a violent,  and  it  was  faid,  in- 
decent precipitation.  That  a reafen  of  fadl  was  al- 
ledged  in  the  preamble,  ftating  the  c.xpence  of  the 
commiffion  to  be  very.confiderable  : and  they  had  not 
before  them  any  accouut  or  eftimate  of  the  expences 
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aftual  or  probable,  nor  were  fupplicd  with  any  ac- 
count tending  to  (hew  the  prcfent  ability  or  inability 
of  the  company  to  bear  it;  fo  that  the  Lords  were  ta 
aflert  fa^Is,  and  on  thefe  fafts  to  ground  a law,  alter- 
ing the  condition,  and  fufpending  the  charter  rights 
of  the  company,  without  a polhbility  of  knowing 
whether  the  fafts  be  true  or  falfe ; and  that  with  a 
determination  to  continue  uninformed,  it  had  been  re^ 
fufed  to  call  for  the  evidence  of  thg  direftors  concern- 
ing the  cxpence ; or  in  a matter  of  fuch  importance, 
both  in  itfelf  and  its  example,  to  follow  the  ancient 
fettled  parliamentary  courfe  of  defiring  a conference 
with  the  commons,  in  order  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  evidence  which  they  received  as  the  grounds  of 
their  proceeding. 

It  was  faid,  that  it  mult  be  a matter  of  allonilhmeoc 
10  the  public,  who  had  for  a long  time  earnellly  and 
anxiouily  looked  to  the  company,  or  to  parliament, 
for  redrefs  of  the  grievances  in  India,  to  find  at  length, 
that  the  latter  is  only  employed  in  preventing  the 
former  from  doing  its  duty  ; that  inftead  of  correfting 
the  abufe,  they  oppofe  themfelves  to  the  reformation; 
that  when  it  was  expefled,  that  thofe  who  had  wrong- 
ed the  company  Ihould  have  been  brought  to  exemp- 
lary punillimenr,  the  fuffering  company  itfelf  is  depriv- 
ed of  its  right  ; and  inftead  of  calling  delinquents  to 
account,  the  perfons  legally  empowered  to  correft  or 
reftrain  them,  are  by  parliament  fufpended  from  their 
office. 

On  the  other  fide,  beftdes  many  of  thofe  arguments 
which  we  have  before  feen  ftated  in  fupport  of  the 
bill,  it  is  faid,  that  the  charge  upon  adminiftraiion,  of 
having  at  one  time  given  a fanftion  to  the  comroiflion 
for  fuperintending  the  company’s  affairs,  was  pofuivc- 
ly  denied,  with  refpeft  to  fuch  of  its  members  as  be- 
longed 
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longed  to  that  houfe  ; and  reafons  were  brought  to 
fliew,  why  it  could  not  be  well  founded  with  refpeft 
to  others.  As  to  the  dangers  that  were  apprehended 
from  this  meafure  with  refpeft  to  the  national  credit, 
they  were  reprefented  as  merely  imaginary  ; and  it  was 
^aid,  that  it  would  have  a totally  contrary  eifeft,  as  the 
Dutch,  who  had  much  more  money  in  our  public 
funds,  than  any  other  foreigners,  would  think  them- 
felves  much  fafer,  when  they  found  that  the  India 
Company  was  under  the  care  and  protc£tion  of  par- 
liament, than  if  they  had  been  abandoned  to  their  own 
wild  fchemes  of  regulation  and  management. 

That  they  had  no  evidence  that  this  bill  was  con- 
trary to  the  company’s  inclinations,  anymore  than  to 
theit  interefts;  that  the  petition  they  had  heard  at 
the  bar,  was  no  corporate  aft,  and  was  ligned  only  by 
fourteen  proprietors,  out  of  about  feventcen  hundred, 
of  which  the  company  confided;  that  the  fad  majority 
by  which  it  was  carried  through  the  other  houfe, 
where  the  mod  ample  information  was  obtained  of  the 
Company’s  affairs,  and  the  very  fmall  number  that  had  ’ 
dilfented  to  it,  fufficiently  diewed  the  judicc,  proprie- 
ty, and  expediency  of  the  meafure.  Other  charges 
or  cenfures  were  aufwercd,  by  the  diortncfs  of  the 
time,  and  the  advantage  the  company  might  take  of 
parliament  during  the  recefs.  Upon  a divifion,  the 
bill  was  carried  by  nearly  a proportional  majority,  to 
that  which  had  attended  it  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
c6  lords  having  voted  for  it,  to  6 only  who  oppofed 
its  pafilng ; it  was,  however,  followed  by  a remarka- 
bly pointed  and  feverc  proted.” 

"What  paffed  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  bpon  this  fub- 
jeft,  will  appear  manifeft  from  the  proteds  of  a num- 
ber of  noble  Lords,  againd  the  regulating  bill,  and 
upon  the  motion  made  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for 
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making  certain  entries  relative  to  the  Eaft  India 
company,  and  the  holding  of  a conference  "with  the 
commons  upon  that  fubjeft.  “Becaufe,”  fay  they,  “ the 
preamble  to  this  bill,  dating  defefts  in  the  powers  of 
the  Eaft  India  company,  abufes  in  its  adminiftration, 
and  injuries  to  public  and  commercial  credit  ought  to 
have  been  fupported  by  evidence  adapted  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  feveral  matters  alledgcd.  But  the  pro- 
duiftion  of  charters  has  been  refufedby  the  houfe  ; no 
witnefles  have  been  called  to  afeertain  the  exiftence  or 
quality  of  the  fuppofed  abufes  ; no  enquiry  has  been 
made  into  the  condition  of  public  credit ; and  no  ftate 
of  the  company’s  commercial  affairs  have  ever  been 
laid  before  us. 

adly,  Becaufe,  if  the  defers  in  the  charters,  and 
abufes  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  company,  exift  in  the 
manner  dated  in  the  prearablej  no  effe£lual  provifion  is 
made  in  the  enafting  partofthe  bill  for  fupplying  the  one 
or  reforming  the  other:  on  the  contrary,  the  utmofl 
diftraftion  is  introdu  ced  into  the  whole  oeconomy  of 
their  affairs.  The  nomination  to  the  fubordinate  prefi- 
dencies,  and  inferior  offices  in  India,  is  left  to  the 
company  j but  a fuperior  prefidency  is  appointed  by 
parliament  to  govern  thofe  inferior  officers.  The 
fuperior  prefidency  is  to  receive  orders  from  the  court 
of  direftors  j but  it  is  left  to  the  private  will  of  the 
king  how  far  thefe  orders  fliall  be  obeyed.  The  pre- 
fideucy  is  appointed  to  make  ordinances  and  regula- 
tions, but  neither  dire£lors  or  company  are  to  deter- 
mine on  their  validity.  The  king  alone  is  to  allow 
or  difallow  thofe  afts,  as  he  fiiall  chufe  to  fignify  his 
pleafure  under  his  fign  manual.  I’his  mode  of  vefting 
ultimately  the  whole  management  of  the  company’s 
weighty  political  affairs,  their  vaft  revenues  and  their 
cxtcnftvc  commerce  in  the  king’s  private  direftion, 
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without  any  provifion  in  the  bill  for  the  intervention 
pf  any  public  body,  (either  thcEaft-India  company  or 
the  privy-council)  or  any  refponfible  public  minifter, 
is,  we  infid,  not  only  a high  and  dangerous  violation 
of  the  yet  unquedioned  charters  of  the  company,  but 
a total  iitbverfion  of  all  the  principles  of  the  law  and 
conditution  of  this  kingdom. 

3dly,  fiecaufe  the  eleftion  of  executive  officers  in 
parliament,  is  plainly  uncouditutional,  and  an  example 
of  the  mod  pernicious  kind,  produftive  of  intrigueand 
faftion,  and  calculated  for  extending  a corrupt  in- 
fluence in  the  crown.  It  frees  miniders  from  re- 
fponfibility,  whild  it  leaves  them  all  the  effeft  of  pa- 
tronage. It  defeats  the  wife  dcfign  of  the  conditu- 
lion,  which  placed  the  nomination  of  all  officers, 
either  immediately  or  derivatively,  in  the  crown,  whild 
it  committed  the  check  upon  improper  nominations  to 
parliament.  But  this  bill,  by  confounding  thofe  pow- 
ers which  the  conditution  meant  to  keep  feparate, 
has  dedroyed  this  controul,  along  with  every  wife 
provifion  of  the  laws  to  prevent  the  abufes  in  the 
nomination  to,  or  cxercife  of  office, 

4thly,  Becaule  this  ufurpation  of  the  company’s 
rights  ip  appointing  the  fervants  is  loaded  with  the 
additional  injudice  of  acompulfory  payment  offaiaries, 
arbitrarily  fixed  and  chargeable  on  the  company’s 
revenues,  without  their  confent, 

5thly,  Bccaufe  the  violation  of  the  charter  is  not 
judified  by  the  importance  of  the  provifions  of  this 
bill,  which  operates  only  to  transfer  patronage  with- 
out conferring  new  powers,  it  being  expredy  provid- 
ed by  the  bill,  that  thefe  powers  flioiild  be  the  fame 
as  were  formerly  exercifed  by  the  company’s  fervants, 
under  the  company’s  authority ; neither  is  any  advan- 
tage gained  with  regard  to  the  particular  officers  nam- 
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ed  in  this  bill,  the  perfon  firft  in  rank  and  importance 
in  the  new  parliamentary  preCdency,  being  the  very 
fame  now  at  the  head  of  the  company’s  prefidency  ac 
Bengal.  We  mean  to  refleft  neither  upon  that  gentle- 
man, nor  any  other,  who  (for  any  thing  we  know  to 
the  contrary)  may  be  men  of  competent  ability  and 
good  charafter;  but  we  think  ourfelves  bound  to  de- 
clare againft  the  manifeft  contradiftion  and  abfurdity 
ofthisbill,  which,  ftating  abufes  as  now  exifting  in 
India,  for  the  ground  of  its  regulations,  yet  appoints 
the  very  perfon  to  prelide  there,  who,  if  the  allega- 
tions in  the  bill  be  true,  muftbe  concerned,  either  by 
negleft,  or  aftual  commilDon  in  all  the  abufes  com- 
plained of. 

6thly,  Becaufe  the  appointing  judges  by  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  crown, with  large  falaries,  payable  out  of 
the  company’s  revenue,  without  the  company’s  con- 
fent,  either  to  the  appointment  or  the  payment,  is  an 
aft  of  flagrant  injuflice,  and  ah  outrage  on  all  the 
rights  of  property.  No  necelTity  can  be  pleaded  in 
favour  of  this  violence,  as  the  company  did  lafl  year 
voluntarily  propofe  a nomination  of  judges,  with  far 
better  provifions  for  fecuring  a proper  appointment, 
than  any  contained  in  this  bill. 

ythly,  Becaufe  the  claufe  of  this  bill,  which  deprives 
of  all  flwre  in  the  management  of  their  own  property, 
all  proprietors  not  poflelTed  of  loool.  capital  ftoclr, 
disfranchifing  without  the  affignment  of  any  delinquen- 
cy or  abvife,  no  lefs  than  1 240  perfons  legally  quali- 
-lied,  is  an  heinous  aft  of  injuflice,  oppreflion,  and  ab- 
furdity, and  a grofs  perverfion  of  the  high  powers  en- 
iruded  to  legiflature;  the  part  of  the  charter  which 
regulates  the  right  of  voting,  was  made  to  cflablifh 
exclulively  that  clafs  of  voters  which  this  aft  has  de- 
flroycdj  the  charter  knows  of  no  right  of  voting,  but 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  1773.  T H E W A R I N A M E R 1 C A 3^7 

the  poffefllon  of  500 1.  capital  flock.  It  excludes  all 
title  to  fuperior  influence  from  fuperior  property. 
The  feveral  laws  to  prevent  the  fplitting  of  flock  are  all 
in  affirmance  of  this  principle,  and  made  to  fecure  this 
voter.  But  by  a fyflcm  ofcontradi<flion,  that,  except 
in  this  bill,  has  no  example,  the  very  grievance  of  fplit- 
ting of  flock  by  which  the  proprietor  under  loool. 
has  been  injured,  is  affigned  as  the  foie  ground  for 
depriving  him  -of  his  franchife.  This  lower  propric- 
tor  could  not  poflibly  have  been  guilty  of  this  offence, 
and  yet  he  is  punifhed ; and  the  large  flockholdcr,  who 
alone  could  be  guilty  of  the  fplitting,  is  indulged  with 
pew  privileges,  in  contradiftion  to  the  fpirit  of  that 
charter,  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  violated. 

8thly,  Becaufe  the  great  principle  upon  which  the 
bill  has  been  fupported  will,  not  only  in  this;  but  in 
all  cafes,  juflify  every  infringement  of  the  public  faith, 
and  render  parliamentary  fanfrion  the  worfl  of  all  fe- 
curities.  We  never  can  admit  that  a mere  fpcculation 
of  political  improvement  can  juflify  parliament  in 
taking  away  rights,  which  it  exprefly  covenanted 
to  preferve,  efpccially  when  it  has  received  a valuable 
confidcration  for  the  franchifes  fo  flipulatcd.  Nor 
are  grants  of  parliament  under  thefe  circumftances  to 
be  confidered  as  gratuitous,  refumable  merely  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  giver;  but  matters  of  binding  contraft, 
forfeitable  only  on  fuch  delinquency  or  neceflity  as 
is  implied  in  the  nature  of  every  other  bargain.  With 
fuch  matters  before  us  that  require  the  befl,  we  are 
denied  all  manner  of  information.  A bill,  the  objetJl 
of  which  has  taken  the  commons  near  eight  months  to 
confider,  is  precipitated  through  this  houfe  in  little 
more  than  eight  days,  without  any  attention  to  par- 
liamentary ufage  or  decorum,  as  if  the  lords  were  the 
lowcfl  of  miniflcrial  tools,  who  are  oot  to  be  indulged 
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ven  with  an  appearance  of  difcuflion,  concerning  the 
mandates  they  receive. 

In  this  fitiiation  we  feel  the  honopr  of  the  peerage 
tarniflied,  and  this  dignity  degraded.  If  the  provifions 
and  precedent  of  this  bill  fliould  render  the  public 
faith  of  Great-Britain  of  no  eftimation,  the  franchifes, 
rights  and  properties  of  Engliflimen  precarious,  ard 
the  peerage  diftinguifhable  only  by  a more  than  com- 
mon meafure  of  indolence  and  fervility';  if  the  bound- 
lefs  fund  of  corruption  furniflied  by  this  bill  to  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown,  fliould  efface  every  idea  of  honour, 
public  fpirit,  and  independence  from  every  rank  of 
people,  after  ftruggling  vainly  againft  thefe  evils,  we 
have  nothing  left  but  the  fatisfaftion  of  recording  our 
names  to  pofterity,  as  thofe  who  refilled  the  whole  of 
this  iniquitious  fyftem,  and  as  mcti  who  had  no  ftiarc 
in  betraying  to  blind  prejudices  or  forded  intereft  every 
thing  that  has  hitherto  been  held  facred  in  this 
country*”. 


From  all  which  it  appears  plain,  that  the  miniftry 
were  aiming  more  at  a defpotical  power,  than  fecking 
the  real  good  of  the  Eall-India  company.  There  is 
DO  matter  of  doubt  but  the  company’s  fervants  had 
been  guilty  of  many  afts  of  oppreffion,  injuftice  and 
tyranny,  and  deferved  a very  exemplary  punilhment, 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  parliament  were  fo 
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in  purfuing  juftice,  as  they  were  eager  in  grafping  at 
the  emoluments  which  tended  to  ftrcngthen  the  power 
and  dominion  of  the  crown.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  principal  agents  of  iniquity  in  India,  have,  by  the 
authority  of  parliament,  been  yet  brought  to  juftice, 
or  that  the  company  have  been  much  advantaged  by 
the  interference  of  government.  The  minifterial  pro- 
ccedings  in  parliament  on  this  occafion,  feem  to  have 
had  the  fame  fprings  with  thofe  that  have  for  fojne  years 
been  carried  on  with  regard  to  the  colonifts  in  America. 
The  managers  have  always  pretended  that  they  meant 
the  peace,  happinefs,  and  profperity  of  the  colonifts, 
but  when  their  defigps  were  fairly  divulged,  their  own 
dominion  and  emolument  have  fairly  appeared  to  have 
been  the  fprings  of  their  actions.  A circumftance 
which  naturally  falls  in  the  way  of  the  hilfory  of  this 
year,  confirms  the  above  obfcrvaiions. 

The  inhabiunts  of  the  illand  of  St.  Vincent,  which 
are  called  Carribs,  who  have  been,  time  immemorial, 
in  pofleifion  of  that  ifiand,  and  have  juftly  claimed  the 
property  of  the  foil,  were  offended  at  the  Englifli  fur- 
veyors  who  were  fent  from  England  to  furvey  their 
poffeflions.  Their  oppofition  to  this  arbitrary  aft  of 
the  Englifh  government,  was  foon  determined  to  be 
rebellion,  and  meaiures  immediately  purfued  to  chafiife 
thefe  infidel  rebels.  By  taking  a lliort  view  of  the 
hiftory  of  this  people,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  government  towards  them,  we  will  find  fome  of 
the  true  fprings  of  our  modern  war  with  our  colonifts, 
and  dependants  upon  the  fupreme  legiflatiire. 

Hiftorians  inform  us  that  the  Carribs  arc  of  two 
forts,  different  in  their  colour  as  well  as  in  their  ex- 
traft  and  originial.  They  are  diftinguifiied  by  the  epi- 
thets of  black  and  yellow  Caribs ; the  latter  being 
the  defeendants  of  the  original  natives,  and  the  others 
^ negroes 
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negroes  brought  from  Africa  aboard  an  Engllfli  fhip^ 
which  was  cafl  away  upon  the  coaft  of  St.  Vincent, 
about  an  hundred  years  ago.  The  negroes  having 
recovered  their  liberty  by  this  accident,  were  kindly 
received  by  the  natives,  and  fettled  among  them.  It 
is  faid,  that  having  women  of  their  own,  they  ftill 
continued  a diftincl  people,  and  foon  became  numer- 
ous. The  two  forts  of  people  were  not  more  differ- 
ent in  their  colour,  than  in  their  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion  ; the  Americans  being  timid  and  inoffenfive,  the 
Africans  hardy,  defigning,  and  intrepid.  With  thefe 
qualifications,  together  with  theacceflionof  the  negroes 
which  run  away  from  the  neighbouring  jflands,  they 
foon  became  fuperior  in  number  and  power  to  the 
natives,  who  melted  away  infenfibly  as  the  ftrangers 
incrcafed.  Hiflory  does  not  inform  us  of  any  holfili- 
lies  that  thefe  ftrangers  committed  upon  the  natives, 
audit  would  rather  feem  that  by  intermingling  with 
the  original  inhabitants,  the  charafter  of  the  people 
had  changed  from  that  of  the  weaker  to  the  ftrong- 
er.  In  this  fituation  the  Carribs  continued  for  fome 
time,  until  the  French,  from  the  neighbouring  ifl- 
ands,  by  their  addrefs,  infinuated  themfelves  among 
them,  and  purchafed  the  beft  of  their  foil  for  brandy 
and  other  French  trinkets,  which  fuited  the  tafte  of 
the  Carribs.  By  the  addrefs  and  cunning  peculiar  to' 
that  nation,  they  got  polfeflion  of  the  moft  fruitful 
Tallies,  that  interfeft  the  mountains  on  the  leeward 
fide  of  the  ifland,  and  brought  them  into  a ftate  of 
cultivation. 

The  French  and  natives  lived  upon  good  terms  for 
fome  time,  and  the  latter  embraced  the  language  and 
religion  of  the  former  5 yet  the  neighbourhood  of 
villages  and  cultivation,  was  but  ill  fuited  to  the 
convenience  and  genius  of  a people  that  fubfifted 
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tipon  hunting  and  fifliing.  There  is  fomething  in  na- 
ture which  infpires  men  with  a defire  of  liberty  and 
independence,  which,  though  they  naturally  love  fo- 
ciety,  yet  they  fliun  efoWdSj  and  love  a certain  retire- 
ment, ftill  deliring  to  live  free  and  unreftrained  lb  their 
aftions,  without  obfervation  or  interference  of  others. 

The  Carribs  at  lad  totally  abandoned  their  bid  poiTef- 
iions,  and  retired  to  the  windward  apd  level  fide  of 
the  iftand;  The  French,  it  is  faid,  once  attempted  to 
(endave  thefe  people,  and  that  the  Carribs  defended 
their  liberties  fo  rcfolbtely,  that  the  French  Were  glad 
to -renounce  their  defighi  and  were  obliged  to  ac- 
knowledge them  as  a frefe  and  independent  people; 

The  ^enchand  Carribs  continued  to  live  inTriend- 
ly  intcrcourfe  ind  correspondence,  and  the  Carribs 
•fetained  ■ a power  in  their  own  hands  of  executing 
juflicb  upon  thofe  who  did  them  any  real  injuries; 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  ever  the  French  had  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of  thofe  natives,  for  any  aft?  of  rigour 
or  injuftice  in  their  revenging  injuries  or  al&onts*  The 
French  king  always  treated  the  natives  as  proprietors  of 
the  ifland,  and  Ihewed  them  refpeft  and  regard  upon 
every  occafion.  But  what  is  fomewhat  extraordinary, 
uponthetreatyof  peace  with  Great  Britain,  the  French 
king  ceded  the  ifland  of  St  Vincent  to  England,  with- 
out fo  much  as  taking  notice  of  the  Carribs.  This 
Was  giving  up  what  he  had  always  acknowledged 
was  not  his  own,  and  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
accepted  what  they  well  knew  did  not  belong  of  right 
to  the  king  qf  Francer  It  is  no  wonder  that  all  na- 
tions who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  two  empires  of 
France  and  Britain,  Ihould  hate  both  them  and  the 
Chriftian  religion  which  they  profefs,  when  they  com- 
mit, under  the  cloak  of  that  religion,  fuch  manifeft 
afts  of  injuflicc.  We  fcarccly  find  greater  violations 
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of  the  rights  of  mankind  committed  among  the  mod 
barbarous  nations,  than  thofe  which  the  Englifti  and 
French  have  been  guilty  of  committing  towards  the 
inhabitants  of.  the  ifland  of  St  Vincent. 

It  muft,  howerer,  be  allowed,  that  the  Carribs,  by 
changing  mafters  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  changed  much 
for  the  worfc ; for,  during  the  French  government, 
they  were  independent,  and  were  proprietors  of  the 
ifland,  but  fince  the  Englifli  received  the  fuprcmacy, 
they  have  lod  their  liberty,  and  are  flaves,'  or  to  ufc 
a more  feft  word,  • fubjefis,  of  ■ ^Britain.  The  French, 
who  at  the  time  of  the  peace  were  reckoned  between 
four  or  five  thoufand,  foon  after  abandoned  their 
eflates,  which  were  purchafed  by  new  adventurers 
from  England,  by  which  means  the  Englifh  foon  be- 
canae  a confiderable  body,  pofTelTed  of  vad  property. 
The  Carribs  were  at  this  time  computed  .to  be  a 
thoufand  fighting  men,  and  upwards  •,  and  it  is  pro. 
bable  they  were  far  more  numerous,  but  in  the 
treaty,  they  were  never  confidered  but  difpofed  over 
as  the  property  of  France,  to  the  government  .of 
Great  Britain. 

Though  the  Carribs  were  not  mentioned  in  the 
treaty  of  peace,  yet  the  court  of  Britain  gave  inftruc- 
tions  in  the  year  1764,  that  they  fhouldnotbe  diflurb- 
ed  in  the  pofTelTion  of  their  eflates,  and  the  com- 
millioners  for  Tales  were  direfted  not  to  attempt  any 
furvey,  without  particular  orders  for  that  purpofe. 
The  new  fettlers,  after  they  had  tin>e  to  look  about 
them,  perceived  with  anxiety,  that  the  plain  and  fer- 
tile parr  of  the  ifland  was  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  Car- 
ribs, to  whom  its  valuable  properties  rendered  it  of 
little  more  advantage  than  any  equael  extent  of  the 
rudefl  and  mofl  uncultivatec^  country.  Both  their 
fear  and  their  covetoufnefs,  operated  ftrongly  to  make 
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them  defire  the  removal  of  the  black  inhabitants. 
Reprefentations  were  accordingly  made  in  the  warmeft 
manner,  both  by  the  new  fettlers  and  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  Tales,  to  deprive  the  Carribs  of  their  poffelTions, 
and  to  grant  them  fuch  an  equivalent,  whether  in  the 
ifland  or  in  fome  other  part,  as  (liould  be  thought  ne- 
ceffary.  The  arguments  that  were  ufed  to  inforce 
thefe  reprefentations,  were  the  immediate  profits  to 
the  crown,  from  the  fale  of  lands;  the  dangers  arifing 
to  thofe  who  had  already  made  purchafes  under  the 
faith  and  protection  of  government,  as  well  as  to  the 
ifland  in  general,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  a law- 
lefs  banditti  who  were  ftrongly  attached  to  the  French, 
with  whom  they  held  a conftant  correfpondence  in 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  and  who,  from  their  religion 
and  manners,  were  much  averfe  to  our  people  and 
government. 

Thefe  reprefentations  had  the  intended  effeft  upon 
the  lords  of  the  Britifti  txeafury,  who,  in  1768,  iflued 
inftruCHons  for  the  furveying  and  difpofing  of  the 
land  poirdTed  by  the  Carribs;  for  the  parts  of  which 
that  were  cleared  and  cultivated,  they  were  to  be  paid 
a certain  price  per  acre  in  money,  and  were  to  have 
other  lands  aflfigned  them  in  return,  fufficient  for  their 
fupport,  in  a different  part  of  the  ifland.  The  new 
lands  were  to  be  granted  and  fecured  for  ever  to 
them  and  their  pofterity,  and  to  be  free  from  all  quit- 
rents,  charges,  and  condition,  except  peaceable  be- 
haviour and  obedience  to  government:  thefe  poffef- 
fions  were  to  defeend  among  them,  according  to  their 
own  cuftoms  and  ufuages  of  inlieritance,  and  were  to 
be  for  ever  unalienable  to.  any  white  perfon.  Five 
years  were  given  for  effeCUng  this  change  and  tranf- 
plantation.  Nothing  could  be  more  unreafonable  and 
repugnant  to  the  principles  of  nature,  and  morality, 
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than  this  propofal  of  the  BritKh  gOYcrnraent.  They 
were  firft  to  rob  and  diveft  the  Carribs  of  their  natural 
rights  and  poffeflions,  and  then  to  fecurc  to  them  what 
they  had  as  undoubted  a right  to  poffefs,  as  the  jn-* 
habitants  of  Britain  have  to  poffefs  the  ifland  where 
they  refide.  The  king  of  Britain  had  no  more  right 
to  the  illand  of  St  Vincent  except  to  thofe  lands  which 
belonged  to  the  French,  than  the  French  have  a right 
to  Holland,  or  any  other  country  which  belongs  to 
other  people ; and  therefore,  to  lay  claim  to  any  of 
the  poffeffions  of  ike  Carribs,  or  to  affume  domioioa 
over  them,  was  perfeft  tyranny  and  defpotifm.  A 
minifter  that  could  be  guilty  of  advifing  fuch  a mca- 
fure,  ought  to  have  anfwered  for  it  with  his  head. 
The  impartial  pages  of  hiftory  will  port  up  to  future 
ages  the  charafters  of  fuch  men,  as  bafe,  infamous, 
and  deteffable. 

The  Carribs,  from  many  circuraftances,  concluded 
that  they  were  now  either  to  be  extirpated,  pr  made 
haves;  they  therefore  applied  to  the  governor  of 
Mariinico  for  advice  and  proteflion.  The  laft  he  ab- 
folutely  refufed;  and  as  to  the  firft,  he  advifed  them 
to  fiibmit  to  the  Britiftx  government.  This  advice  had 
no  effeft  upon  them.  Their  anfwer  to  the  Briiilh, 
commiffioners  was  noble  and  juft,  for  which  they  de- 
f*rve  to  be  praiied,and  for  which  all  true  Engliflimcn 
muft  revere  them.  They  faid,  that  the  whole  ifland 
was  originally  their  property ; that  -however,  as  they 
had  permitted  the  French  to  fettle  upon  a part  of  it, 
their  king  might  difpofe  of  that  part  as  he  pleafed; 
but  as  they  were  not  his  fubjefts,  he  had  no  authority 
over  them,  and  confequently  could  not  grant  or  dif^ 
pofe  of  the  part  of  their  country  which  they  had  re- 
ferved  for  themfelves.  They  concluded,  with  abfo- 
lutcly  refuling  to  part  with  their  landj/ or  to  admit 
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of  any  exchange.  It  might  have  hfcen  cxpeftcd,  that 
fuch  found  reafoning  would  have  convinced  any  Eng- 
lifliman  of  the  iniquity  of  proceeding  againft  the  Car- 
ribs;  but  avaricious  adventurers,  and  minifters  of  ftate, 
whofe  moral  principles  hang  very  eafy  upon  them,  fcl- 
dom  teel  the  force  of  arguments,  when  the  luft  of 
dominion,  and  the  love  of  gain  rule  in  their  heans. 

If  the  proceedings  of  the  Englilh  government  againft 
the  Carribs,  can  be  vindicated  upon  any  principal  of 
found  and  good  reafoning,  it  will  be  eafy  to  prove 
that  there  is  now  no  wickednefs  in  the  univerfe.  Scl- 
fi(h  politicians,  or  the  hirelings  of  a ftate,  may  attempt 
to  varnilh  fuch  anions  of  a minifter,  with  all  the  falfe 
colourings  of  fophiftry  and  deceit ; but  in  fpite  of  all 
the  thick  daubings  of  falfehood,  and  the  fair  ftrokes 
of  flattery,  the  vile  complexion  of  the  men  and  their 
ineafures,  will  appear  to  the  view  of  impartial  ob- 
fervers.  Ages  to  come  will  ftand  amazed,  when  they 
read  in  the  annals  of  Britain,  that  in  an  a?ra  of  liberty, 
and  under  the  government  of  a pious  and  religious 
fovereign,  fuch  unjuft  and  arbitrary  proceedings  Ihould 
have  been  carried  on. 

It  may  appear  to  fome  exceeding  ftrange,  that  men 
in  a Chriftian  nation,  brought  up  under  a free  govern- 
ment, andinftrufted  in  the  principles  of  liberty,  Ihould 
be  fo  abandoned  to  reafon,  juftlce,  and  humanity,  as 
tohave  accepted  a commillion  rofurvey  the  lands  of  a 
people  againft  their  will,  and  without  their  confent, 
when  no  aft  of  wickednefs  or  injuftice  was  yet  impu- 
ted to  them.  Yet  fuch  were  found,  and  aftually 
went  upon  the  ptaftice  of  furVeying  the  lands  of  the 
X^arribs.  * The  Ito'oderation  of  that  people,  as  well  as 
their  ftcadlncft'o'n  this  occafioni'might  have  confound- 
ed theVoAmnilfiort'cVs,  provided  covetous  and'interefted 
men  were  cs^ablc  of  any  generous  feelings ; for  they 
' {hewed 
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(hewed  an  iinwilliagnefato  come  to  vioknce,  and  even 
when  it  was  in,  their  power,  did  not  deftroy  them. 
They  (hewed,  however,  fo  much  difguft  at  their  mak- 
ing roads  into  their  country,  as  greatly  alarmed  the 
furveyors,  and  it  was  found  neceffary  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May,  1 769,  to  fend  an  officer  and  forty  men 
to  the  furveyors  and  their  company.  > This  fmall  de- 
tachment, as  if  all  the  country  had  of  right  belonged 
to  their  mafters,  took  port  in  the  midft  of  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  Carribs,  where  feme  temporary  huts 
were  erefled  for  their  reception.  But  they  foon 
found  themfelves  fprrounded,  and  all  communication 
with  their  friends,  and  fubfiflence  cut  off,  fo  that  they 
were  little  better  than  prifoners.  The  prudence  of 
the  commanding  officer,  who  confidered  the  inequaliy 
of  his  force,  and  the  extreme  unwillingnefs  of  the 
Carribs,  of  bringing  matters  to  the  lall  extremity,  not 
only  fared  the  detachment  from  being  cut  off,  but  pre- 
vented the  fmalleft  violence  to  be  offered  on  either 
fide.  In  the  mean  time,  the  furveyors  and  their 
company  were  fo  (righted  that  they  gave  over  their 
work,  and  were  permitted  to  depart  with  fafety ; but 
their  huts  were  demoliffied,  and  their  new  roads 
broke  up,  fo  far  as  time  would  permit.  This  fate  of 
the  detachment  caufed  an  univerfal  alarm  among  the 
Engliffi  fettlcrs,  who  were  as  yet  uncertain  of  the  fitu- 
aiion  of  their  friends.  They  immediately  took  up 
arms,  and  joined  the  few  regular  forces  that  were  in 
the  illand,  and  marched  withfpeed  to  the  aid  of  their 
brethren.  Inftead  of  enquiring  concerning  the  juftice 
of  their  caufe,  or  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  furveyors  and  their  party,  they  were  determin- 
ed at  all  events  to  fhed  blood,  provided  they  could  do 
it  with  fnecefs.  But  as  they  foupd  . the, detachment 
fafe,  it  was  confidered  as  the  moft  prudent,  fiep  not  to 
■ proceed 
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proceed  to  violence  againft  the  Carribs  till  they  receiv- 
ed further  inftfuftions  from  England,  and  the  matter 
was  laid  before  the  king  and  council.  The  Carribs 
agreed  to  this  propofal,  and  a flop  was  for  this  time 
put  to  the  furvey.  The  Carribs  were  difpofed  to  have 
fuffered  the  Englifh  to  enjoy  what  had  been  furrender- 
cd  to  them  by  the  French,  and  never  intended  to  in- 
terrupt them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  own  property  ; 
but  the  new  fettlers  confidered  the  ifland  as  their 
own,  and  wanted  to  make  the  natlyes  vaiTals  of  the 
king  of  Britain.  Thele  Indians  were  of  right,  as  inde; 
pendent  in  St.  Vincent,  as  the  Englilh  in  Britain ; it  was 
therefore  unjuft.  in- 1^  Englilh  government  to  feek  to  ^ 
deprive  them  of, theiTj  natural  rights. 

When  men  have  a favourite  objeft  in  view,  fuited 
to  their  leading  p^ion  and  interefl,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
divert  them  from  purfuing  it,  however  inconfulent  k 
may  be  with  the  rights  and  intcrefts  of  others.  Tho* 
the  planters  in  St.  Vincent  were  in  no  degree  equal  to 
the  reduftion  of  the  Carribs,  the  number  of  the  rivers 
in  t^  country,  and  the  richnefs  of  the  foil  which  they 
had  difeovered  in  their  late  progfefs,  vvrouglu  fo 
powerfully  upon  their  paflions,  that  they  could  not  re- 
frain from  exprelTing  their  concern  at  being  prevented 
from  bringing  matters  to  an  immediate  extremity,  .in 
terms  which  gave  no  favourable  opinion  of  their  juftice, 
and  humanity.  Falfe  reports  were  induftrioufly  fpread 
abroad,  which  kept  the  illand  in  perpeaial  fear ' and 
alarm  j and  the  inoft  paffionane  cothplaints  were  fsnt 
home,reprefenting  the  Carribs  as  a inofl  daring  and  in- 
corrigible fet  of  rebels.  It  is  foraewhat  furprizing  how 
a people  could  be  rebels  againft  a government  to 
which  they  never  owed  any  allegiance,  and  which  in- 
ftead  of  deferving  any  regard  from  the  , Carribs,  de- 
ferved  both  to  be  iTefpired  and  reCfted.'  This  may  fliew 
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lis  how  cafy  it  is  to  form  a rebellion,-  and  determine 
the  moft  juft  and  righteous  people  in  the  world,  in- 
torrigible  and  obftinate  rebels.  The  Carribs  were 
never  under  cither  the  French  nor  Englilh  govern- 
ment, but  were  a free  and  independent  people,  and 
therefore  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  inonarchs  of 
France  or  Great  Britaini'  HoW  then  could  they  be 
rebels,  when  they  were  only  defending  their  own 
rights  and  properties  againft  Invaders,  who  Were  tin** 
juftly  and  violently  attempting  to  wreft  them  from 
them  ? Thefe  covetous  and  cmel  planters  were  fo 
zealous  for  the  extirpation  of  the  Carribs,  for  the  fake 
of  their  lands,  that  they  propbfed  to  have  them  tranf* 
ported  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  to  fotbc  dcfart  ifland  in 
that  quarter.  The  indignation  of’  the  reader  muft 
rife  at  the  thoughts  of  fuch  a ftiockitg  propofal  from 
Britilh  Chriftians,  who  boaft  of  their  liberties,  reli* 
gion,  and  humanity. 

When  the  new  lieutenant  gotemof  of  the  new 
iflands  arrived  at  St  Vincent*s,  he  iffued  a proclama-s 
tion  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  Carribs,  and  to  remote 
their  fears  and  fufpicions } nor  do  we  find  that  any  fui** 
ther  violence  was  committed,  than  the  deftruftion  of 
the  new  roads,  and  the  burning  of  a houfe  which' be-* 
longed  to  a perfon  that  was  particularly  obnoxious  to 
them;  and  they  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  imprifon* 
ment  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  who  was  fufpefted  of 
committing  this  outrage;  nor  is  there  the  fmallcft 
proof,  that  their  was  a drop  of  blood  fpilt  in  all  this 
commotion. 

The  government  athomefeeratohavcbeen  confcious 
of  the  iniquity  of  the  proceedings  againft  the  Carribs^ 
for  notwithftanding  the  warm  remonftrances  that  were 
made  in  behalf  of  this  meafure,  they  feeraed  for  fomc 
time  unwilling  to  proceed  to  violence  againft  thefe 
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people.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1771,  the  com.* 
ihiflioners  held  another  meeting  with  feveral  chiefs  of 
the  Carribs,  and  propofed  a new  partition  and  ex- 
change of  lands  upon  a narrower  fcale,  and  terms 
'more  farourable  to  theni,  than  were  contained  in  the 
•plan  that  had  been  fdrmerly  propofed ; btlt  the  Car- 
■ribs”  rieje^led  every  prdpolkl  for  'parting  with  their 
latidS)  with  the  greatcft  firninefs  and  refolution:  And 
•when  the  queflion  was  put  to  them,  whether  they  ac- 
knowledged themfelves  ftibjefts  of  tlie  king  of  Great 
^Britain,  and  would  take  the  oath  of  allegianfcfe,  they 
boldly  refufed*  and  ahfwered  in  the  negative.'  They 
•faid  they  were  independent,  and  were  not  fubjcftio 
either  the  kings  of  Great  Britain  or  France.  To  this 
.anfwer  the  commilhone'rs  could  make  no  rational  re- 
ply. The  king  of  Britain  hail  no  right  in  juftice  to 
demand  allegiance  from  a free'and  independent  people 
and  if  any  allegiance  was  due,  it  was  due  from  the 
planters  to  the  government  of  the:  ifland.  It  lias  been 
alledged,  that  the  French  in  the  neighbouring  iflands 
fpirited  the  Ciiribs  to  this  conduft,  which  is  more 
than  has  ever  been  proved ; and  fuppofc  they  had,  it 
.--was  110  reafon.why  Britain  fliould  have  plundered  them  - 
of  their  properties,  and  robbed  them  of  their  natural 
-rights.  This  refufal  of  the  Carribs  was  determined 
to  be  contumacy,  and  orders  were  iffued  from  home 
for  an  hoftile  force  to  be  fent  againft  them.  Two  regi- 
ments were  ordered  from  North  America,  to  join  as 
many  already  at  -St  Vincent’s,  or  what  could  be  fpared 
from  the  neighbouring  iilands  for  that  fervice,  which, 
with  his  majefty’s  lliips  on  that  ftation,  were  to  reduce 
the  Carribs  to  a due  fubmillion  to  government,  or,  pro- 
vided they  continued  obftinate,  that  they  might  be  re- 
moved from  the  ifland  to  fuch  places  as  ihould  be 
thought  raoft  proper  for  their  reception  j the  ftrifteft 
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orders  at  the  fame  time  being  given  that  they  ftiould 
be  fumiflied  with  (hips  for  their  tranfportation,  plenti- 
fully provided  with  proviiions  and  neceflaries,  and 
treated  with  all  imaginable  humanity  in  their  paflage. 
This  was  aftrange  kind  of  humanity  and  benevolence 
fird  to  rob  a people  of  their  natural  rights  and  pof- 
feilions,  without  any  fault  on  their  part,  and  then  di(^ 
erectly  fet  them  adrift  in  fomc  (Irange  country  to  Ihift 
for  tbemfelvcs,  left  at  th«  mercy  of  fome  unknown 
people  to  be  flaves,  or  to  perifh  as  the  caprice  of 
(Irangers  fhould  happen  to  operate.  Such  proceedings 
are  perhaps  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  hidory  of  any 
protedant  free  people,  upon  the  face  of  the  globe. 
The  fuccefs  and  event  of  this  expedition  was  not 
known  when  this  adair  of  St  Vincent  became  a matter 
of  debate  in  parliament,  in  December  9th,  this  year. 
The  arguments  on  both  fides  of  the  quedion.  will  ap. 
pear  in  the  following  parliamentary  hrdory. 

**  Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  fei&on,  upon  the 
prefenting  of  an  edimate  from  the  war  office  in  the 
committee  of  fupply,  of  the  land  fervicc  for  the  enfu- 
ing  year,  the  number  of  troops  that  were  dated  to  be 
in  the  Wed-India-iflands,  gave  an  opponunity  to  the 
- gentlemen  in  oppodtion,  to  animadvert  upon  this 
expedition,  and  to  give  notice,  that  they  would,  on  a 
future  day,  propofe  an  enquiry,  into  its  nature,  judice, 
and  propriety,  together  with  the  motives  that  led  to 
fo  extraordinary  a meafurc.  This  enquiry  being 
agreed  to  by  adminidration,  the  matter  was  afterwards 
frequently  brought  up;  but  dill  deferred,  m hopes  of 
obtaining  new  information,  and  to  give  an  opportunity 
of  procuring  and  conlidcring  the  neceflary  papers. 

It  was  accordingly  a confiderable  time  aiter  the 
Chridmas  recefs,  before  this  affair  was  taken  finally 
into  confidcration;  when  at  length,  two  general 
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officers  were  examined,  as  to  the  latefl  accounts  they 
had  receifed  of  the  ftatc  of  their  regiments,  which 
were  then  employed  on  the  fenricc  againft  the  Car- 
ribs.  One  of  thefe  gentlemen  read  part  of  a letter 
which  he  had  received  upon  the  fub)e£f  from  Sc  Vin* 
cent’s,  f n which  the  expedition  was  greatly  complain- 
ed of,  not  only  in  refpcft  of  its  having  been  under- 
taken in  the  rainy  feafon,  which  had occafloned  agreac 
mortality  among  the  troops,  but  alfo  with  regard  to 
its  injuftice  and  cruelty,  with  both  of  which  it  was 
ftrongly  charged  by  the  writer;  who  emphatically 
complained,  that  the  poor  Carribs  had  been  very  ill 
ufed ; and  wifhed,  with  the  energy  chara£lcriflic  of 
an  officer,  that  the  contrivers  and  promoters  of  the 
expedition,  might  be  brought  to  a fpcedy  and  feverc 
account.  By  the  fame  authority  it  was  reprefented, 
that  the  woods  were  fo  thick,  that  the  Carribs  killed 
oiir  men,  with  the  greateft  fecurity  to  themfclves, 
and  without  their  being  able  even  to  fee  the  enemy 
that  defiroyed  them;  that  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
letter,  which  was  on  the  i4thof  November,  the  troops' 
had  not  been  able  to  penetrate  above  four  miles  into 
their  country. 

It  was  not  then  enquired  of  adminifiration,  whether 
they  had  received  any  late  accounts  from  the  ifland; 
when  to  the  furprize  of  every  body,  it  appeared  that 
their  lateft  intelligence  from  thence,  was  above  a 
month  prior  in  date,  to  the  letter  which  had  been 
read  by  the  general.  A gentleman  who  had  been 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  New  Iflands,  was  examined 
as  to  the  temper,  behaviour,  and  difpofition  of  the 
Carribs,  of  all  which  he  gave  a very  favourable  ac- 
count, and  reprefented  them  as  a quiet  inoffenfive 
people ; he  was  farther  afked,  if  he  had  heard  that 
the  planters  were  envious  of  them  for  their  lands,  to 
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which  he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative;  and  being 
preffed  as  to  particular  names,  mentioned  one  of  con- 
ilderabie  rank  and  coafequeqce  in  the  iiland,  and  who 
had  a principal  {hare  in  all  the  meafurcs  that  had  been 
purfued  for  ftripping  them  of  their  polTeffions. 

Some  officers  were  examined,  who  had  ferved,  or 
borne  command,  at  different  times  in  St  Vincent’s; 
ihcfe  gentlemen,  in  general,  gave  favourable  accounts 
of  the  Carribs,  and  attributed  entirely  their  late  tur- 
bulent and  fufpicious  temper,  to  the  attempts  that  had 
been  made  to  deprive  them  of  their  lands : they  all 
concurred  in  their  accounts  of  the  unhealthinefs  of 
the  ifland,  and  particularly  in  the  rainy  feafon,  when, 
they  declared,  it  mull  prove  fatal  to  any  troops  th^t 
were  under  a neceffity  of  a£ling  in  it,  and  that  the 
conflitution  of  fuch  as  cl'caped  with  life,  would  be 
totally  ruined. 

On  the  other  fide,  one  of  the  principal  planters  in 
the  ifland,  and  of  confiderablc  rank  by  his  office,  with 
feme  others,  were  examined.  They,  in  general,  de- 
feribed  the  Carribs  as  a faithlefs,  cruel,,  and  treacher- 
ous, race,  who  were  abandoned  to  all  manner  of  ex- 
ceffes,  particularly  with  refpecl  to  liquor,  in  which 
flate  they  were  capable  of  the  mofl  barbarous  a^Hons. 
That  while  they  continued  on  the  ifland,  there  could 
be  no  fecurity  for  the  perfons  or  property  of  the  in- 
habitants; they  were  charged  with  murders,  robberies, 
•with  enticing  the  negro  Haves  from  their  mafters,  and 
deflroying  others  whom  they  caught  in  the  fields  j 
no  particular  proofs  were,  however,  brought  in  fup- 
port  of  thefe  charges.  The  conneeftions  and  intelli- 
gence which  the  Carribs  held  with  the  French,  and 
' their  application  to  the  governor  of  IVtartinique  for 
protection  and  affillance,  were  fhewu  in  a very  danger- 
ous light;  aud  po  care  was  neglefted  to  deferibe 
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the  fatal  confequenccs  that  rauft  attend  the  ifland, 
whenever  a war  broke  out  with  France,  with  fuchT 
deadly  enemy  lying  in  itSjbofom.  Their  mortal  en- 
mity to  our  government  and  people,  was  alfo  much  in- 
filled on ; and  it  was  concluded  upon  the  whole,  that 
there  was  no  other  alternative,  <but  that  either  his 
majclly’s  natural  fubje£ls,  or  the  Carribs,  mull,  quit 
the  illand,  if  the  latter  are  permitied  to  continue  in 
their  prefent  Hate  of  independence. 

After  fevera!  llriftures  upon  the  nature  of  this  evi- 
dence, and  on  the  interelled  views  by  which  it  was  faid 
10  be  apparently  direfted,  the  following  motions  were 
made,  ill.  That  the  expedition  againllthe  Carribs  in 
the  illand  of  St  Vincent  was  undertaken,  without 
fulHcient  provocation  on  the  part  of  thofe  unhappy 
people,  and  at  the  inftigation  of  perfons  interelled  in 
their  dellru£lion,  and  appears  to  be  intended  to  end 
in  their  total  extirpation;  adly.  That  the  fending  the 
troops,  part  of  which  were  totally  unprovided  with 
camp  epuipage  and  neceflaries,  on  that  fervice,  in  the 
unhealthy  leafon  of  the  year,  i$  not  jullified  by  any 
necellity  of  immediately  increafing  the  military  force  in 
that  illand,  was  contrary  to  the  voice  of  the  governour, 
and  mull  prove  unneceflarily  dellru^live  to  fome  of 
the  bell  troops  in  the  fervice,  probably  defeat  the 
purpofefor  which  they  were  fent,  and  bring  difgracc 
on  his  majelly’s  arms;  and,  3dly,  That  an  hqmble 
addrefs  be  prefented,  defiring  that  his  raajelly  will  be 
gracioully  pleafed  to  acquaint  thehoufe,by  whofe  ad- 
vice the  raeafure  was  undertaken,  of  attacking  the 
Carribs  in  the  illand  of  St  Vincent;  and  of  fending 
the  troops  for  that  pur pofe  in  the  moll  unhealthy  fea- 
fon  of  the  year ; a mcafure  equally  repugnant  to  the 
known  humanity  of  his  raajelly’s  temper,  difgraccful 


Digitized  by  Google 


3«4  HISTORY  or  A.  D.  I77J. 

to  his  arms,  and  difhonourauble  to  the  charader  of 
the  Britilh  nation.  > 

Thefc  motions  were  principally  fupported  npoh  the ' 
injuftice  of  the  racafure,  and  the  diihonour  it  brought 
upon  our  national  chara^er,  as  being  equally  a Tibia* 
tion  of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  coniraiy 
to  his  majefty’s  proclamation  of  the  year  1764,  in  fa- 
Tour  of  the  Carribs;  on  the  extreme  cruelty  of  at- 
tempting to  tranfport  a whole  people  from  their  na- 
tive foil,  and  to  land  them  defencelefs  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  where  they  had  no  right,  no  property,  no 
connexion,  and  where  they  muff  be  liable  to  all  the 
dangers  and  enmities,  to  which  Europeans,  or  any 
others,  who  were  turned  adrift  in  a ftrangc  country, 
would  be  fubjeft ; that  they  had  been  guilty  of  no  aft 
of  forfeiture,  even  fuppofmg  them  to  be  natural  fub- 
jefts  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  an  oppoGtion  to  a violent 
invaGon  of  their  rights  and  properties,  was  to  be 
conGdered  as  fuch)  that  the  only  evidence  of  any 
weight  againff  them,  was  hinifelf  the  devifer  of  the 
projefts  that  had  been  formed  for  their  extirpation. 
Was  deeply  interefled  in  their  deflruftion ; that  on  the 
contrary,  the  united  teffimonyon  the  other  Gde, where 
there  was  not  a poffibility,  of  fuppofmg  the  fmalleft 
bias  or  partiality,  was  uniformly  in  favour  of  the  Car- 
ribs,  and  represented  them  as  a quiet,  peaceable,  and 
inofienGre  people,  and  to  all  appearance,  well  affefted 
to  our  government,  until  they  were  urged  by  violence 
and  injuftice  to  a different  conduft,  Thefe arguments, 
wi;h  fuch  others  as  the  ftate  we  have  already  repre- 
fented  afford,  were  concluded  with  fevere  ftriftures  on 
theweaknefs  of  thofe  counfels,  which  had  blindly 
adopted  the  views  of  avaricious,  rapacious,  and  mer- 
cilefs  planters,  and  thereby  rendering  government  the 
iEjftrument  of  their  iniquitous  dcGgn,  engaged  it  in 
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cruel,  unjuft,  and  diihonourable  meafures,  which  were 
no^  more  injurious  to  the  Carribs,  than  deftru&ive  to 
ourCelves,  by  wantonly  fponing  with  the  conftitacions 
and  lives  of  feme  of  our  braveft  troops,  whofc  former 
fervices  merited  another  return,  and  who  were  now 
lacriftced  upon  an  inglorious  fervice,  in  which  thej 
were  aihamed  to  draw  their  fwords. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  obferred,  that  an  amazing 
fand  of  tendemefs  and  humanity,  had  been  difp^ayed  ia 
favour  of  the  Carribs,  while  the  fmalleft  degree  of 
either  was  refufed  to  our  natural  born  fubjefts  and 
countrymen,  who  had  purchafed  eftates  at  high  prices 
from  the  crown  under  the  fanffion.  of  its  pro(e£tioa 
and  fecurtty,  and  whofe  lives  and  fortunes  were  ac 
ftake  in  the  event  of  the  prefent  expedition.  That 
the  charge  of  injuftice  was  ill  founded,  as  the  yellow 
Carribs,  who  were  the  aborigmes,  and  real  proprie- 
tors of  the  ifland,  were  in  no  degree  aife£fcd  by  die 
prefent  meafures,  except  only  fo  far  as  they  would 
obtain  fecurity,  by  the  redu£Hon  or  removal  of  a cruei 
and  perfidious  race  of  favages,  by  whom  they  had  beea 
nearly  exterminated;  that  it  could  not  be  pretended, 
that  the  black  Carribs  had  any  legal  or  natural  rights 
in  the  ifland,  but  thofe  which  they  had  obtained 
through  the  kindnefs  and  hofpitahey  of  the  natives; 
and  that  thofe  rights,  would,  in  the  eye  of  the  ftrideft 
juftice,  have  been  fully  cancelled,  by  their  fubfequeot 
.conduct  and  ingratitude. 

That  the  charge  of  cruelty  was  equally  ill  founded; 
the  removal  of  the  black  Carribsbeing  the  laft  refort; 
and  only  to  be  pot  in  execution,  in  cafe  of  their  prov- 
ing fo  incorrigible,  that  all  means  would  be  found  >n- 
efte^fual  for  reducing  them  to  fuch  a ftate  of  fubmif- 
fion  to  government,  as  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  not 
only  for  the  fecurity  bnt  the  prefervation  of  the  ifland; 

that 
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tbat  even  lb  that  laft  extremity,  the  meafure  of  traof- 
J)orrationwasguardcdfrom  being  accompanied  with  any 
circumftances  of  cruelty,  or  even  of  hardfliip,  except 
thofe  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  their  feel- 
ings, on  quitting  a country  in  which  they  hadhitherto 
lived^  and  going  to  another,  equally  fit  for  them,  but 
with  which  they  were  not  yet  acquainted  j that  whether 
they  were  removed  lo  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  to'  the 
iiland  of  St  Mathew,  care  had  been  taken,  that  they 
were  to  have  fufficient  lands  alhgned  them  for  < their 
fupport,  and  were  to  be  laid  down,  in  nearly  the  fame 
degrees  of  latitude  and  climate,  and  in  a.  country  fur> 
cilhed  with  much  the  fame  advantages  as  to  fiihing 
and  hunting,  which  they  had  enjoyed  at  . St  i Vin- 
cent’s. * 

It  was  faid,  that  goternment  had  neither  adopted 
the  views,  nor  been  mifled  by  the  fchemesof  intereft- 
cd  planters;  that  it  had  duly  weighed,  as  well  the 
circumftances  of  the  iftand,  as  the  reprefemations  of 
the  governour,  council,  and  aflembly,  together  with 
thofe  of  the  comraillioners  for  the  fale  of  lands;  that 
as  the  Carribs  were  poffeffed  of  near  two  thirds  of  the 
profitable  lands,  and  the  French  inhabitants  of  a great 
part  of  the  reminder,  it  was  evident,  that  we  never 
could  in  that  ftate,  have  a natural  intereft  or  ftrength 
in  the  ifland,  fufficient  for  its  fecurity ; >that  as  tbefe 
lands  were  Of-no  particular  value  to  the  Carribs,  who 
had  neither  means  nor  inclination  to  cultivate  them, 
equitable  terms  had  been  repeatedly  propofed  to  them 
for  an  exchange,  all  of  which,  they  not  only  contu- 
niacioufly  rejefted,  bat  daringly  drfclaimed  all  allegi- 
ance to  the  king,  and  refufed  all  obedience  to  govern- 
ment. As  to  the  ftriftures  that  had  been  palled,  with 
refpeft  to  the  employment  of  the  troops  in  an  un- 
healthy climate  and  feafon,  there  were  anf«vered  by 
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the  neccffity  of  the  otcafion ; and  the  meafurc  juftificd 
upon  that  principle,  by  the  practice  of  all  ages. 

Upon  a divifion  on  the  fcparate  quedions,  after 
Jong  debates,  the  firft  motion  was  rejefted  by  a ma- 
jority of  206,  againft  88  who  fupportedit;  the  majo- 
rity was  Icfs  upon  the  others  j as  the  hoofe  grew  thin- 
ner. 

. About  the  fame  time*  the  expedition  which  gave 
birth  to  this  enquiry,, was  alfo  terminated.  The  Car- 
ribs,  notwiihllanding  the  ftrength  of  their  faftneffes, 
their  courage,  in  which  they  were  not  at  all  deficient, 
and  their  expertnefs  in  the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  were  un- 
der many  difadvantages  in  this  war.  They  were  fur- 
rounded  by  fea  acd  land,  their  quarters  becoming 
every  day  more  contrafted,  were  cut  off  from  their 
great  fource  of  fubfiftence  by  filhing,  and  their  bodies 
worn  down  by  continual  watching  and  fatigue.  Our 
troops  alfo  fuffered  infinitely  in  the  fervice.  With- 
out a confiderable  reinforcement,  it  was  probable,  the 
reduftion  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  effefted.  The 
, objefl,  either  for  advantage,  or  glory,  was  not  worthy 
*of  fb  much  toil  and  fatigue,  even  if  the  juflice  of  fuch 
a war  could  be  clearly  defended. 

Thefe  mutual  fufferings,  and  the  difpofitions  they 
gave  rife  to,  brought  on  a treaty  between  the  Cari 
ribs  and  Major  General  Dalrymple,  who  commanded 
the  forces,  by  which  the  former  obtained  better  con- 
ditions than  they  had  reafon  to  cxpe£l.  The  original 
objeft  of  the  war,  the  tranfplantation  to  Africa,  was 
wholly  abandoned.  The  Carribs  on  their  part  ac- 
knowledged his  majefty’s  fovereignty  without  referve, 
agreed  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  and 
to  fubmit  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the  ifland,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  their  intercourfe,  and  to  all  tranfac- 
tions  with  the  white  inhabitants  j but  in  their  own 
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and  ia  all  mattecs  that  relate  to  their  inter* 
courfe  with  each  other,  they  are  to  retain  their  an* 
cient  policy,  and  Itill  to  be  governed  by  thole  cudoms 
and  uiages,  to  which  they  have  given  the  force  of  laws. 
They  have  aUb  ceded  a large  tra&  of  very  valuable  land 
to  the  crown ; but  the  dillrifts  which  they  ftill  retain, 
are  fecured  in  perpetuity  to  them  and  their  poftcrity. 
There  are  a number  of  other  articles,  which  relate  tor 
domedic  regulation,  or  tend  to  the  future  tranquility 
and  fecurity  of  the  iiknd. 

The  lofs  upon  this  expedition,  though  conilderable, 
was  not  altogether  fo  great  as  was  apprehended  from 
the  nature,  length,  and  feverity  of  the  fcrvice.  The 
killed  and  wounded  did  not  much  exceed  1 50,  among 
the  former  of  which  was  a lieutenant-colond,  and 
forae  other  oflScers;  the  lives  loft  by  the  climate  a- 
mounted  to  no;  but  there  remained  428  fick,  at  the 
time  of  concluding  the  treaty. 

After  fuch  proceedings  againft  an  innocent  and  io- 
offcnfive  people,  which  owed  no  allegiance  to  the 
Britifh  government,  and  had  given  the  nation  no  real 
offence,  the  after  behaviour  of  the  miniftry  towards 
the  American  colonifts,  will  be  no  furprize  to  any 
perfon  who  examines  the  caufes  of  things  attentively. 


Chap,  - 
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C H A P.  VII. 


American  Congrefs  ajfembks— ‘Forms  an  ajhciatlon — 

*their  refohes — They  addrefs  the  people  of  Creat 
Britain^They  write  to  the  people  of  ^ebec — A 
view  (f  their  rights  —Proceedings  at  home^  ^c. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  controverfy 
with  the  colonics,  it  was  always  imagined,  and 
alfo  affirmed  at  home  by  the  miniftry  and  their  friends, 
that  the  colonifls  were  greatly  divided  among  them- 
felvcs;  that  they  would  never  unite;  that  they  would 
not  hang  together;  that  they  Were  only  under  a 
temporary  ferment,  created  by  the  artifice  of  popular 
and  dcfigning  men,  that  would  fpon  fubCde  when 
once  they  faw  that  Great  Britain  was  in  earneft  to 
fupport  her  authority.  And  that  notwithfianding  the 
riotous  difpofition  of  fomc  of  the  colonies,  they,  were 
in  general  cowards,  and  durft  not  appear  before  the 
king’s  forces.  This  was  the  ftile  of  the  miniftry  and 
their  party  at  home,  and  was  echoed  in  all  the  venal 
pamphlets  and  news-papers  publilhed  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

The  affembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of  twelve  of 
the  colonics,  which  has  fince  received  the  name  of  the 
congref?,  met  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  of  September 
this  year,  and,  after  more  than  a month’s  delibera- 
tion, proceeded  to  feveral  refolutions  which  Ihewcd 
that  they  were  in  earneft,  as  well  as  unanimous  in 
their  oppofition  to  the  new  ftatutes  of  the  Britifti 
Icgillature.  Upon  the  14th  of  Oftober,  the  congrefs 
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proceeded  to  bufmefs,  and  after  reciting  thofe  laws 

that  were  particularly  obnoxious,  they  came  to  feveral 
animated  rdolutions,  which,  in  their  then  fituation, 
were  furprizing  to  all  the  world*.  The  affociation 
which  they  entered  into  is  a bold  and  intrepid  refolu- 
tion  to  maintain  what  they  confider  to  be  their  juft 
rights  and  privileges,  and  a purpofe  to  purfue  fucii 
mcafurcs  as  may  beft  fupportthefe  rights  againft  in- 
vafion,  from  the  minifterial  power  of  Great  Britain. 
As  this  aflbeiation  will  appear  in  its  trueft  colours  by 

iifelf 


* Fritlay,  Ofl^iber  14, 7774. 
The  Congrefs  canie  iuto  the  I’ol- 
lowing  Refolntiuns 

WHERhAS,  fmcc  the  clofe  of 
the  laft  war,  the  Britirti  parliaineut 
claiming  a power  of  right  to  bind 
the  people  of  America  by  llatutc, 
in  all  cales  whatfoever,  lialh  in  fonie 
acts  exprehily  impoled  taxes  on 
them,  and  in  u(i>en>  under  various 
pretences,  but  in  faft  for  tlie  pur- 
pofe of  raifiiig  a revenue,  hath  im- 
pofed  ratec  and  duties  payable  in 
tliefe  colonies,  eflablifhed  a board 
of  coramiflioiiers  with  unconftitu- 
tional  powers,  and  extended  the 
jurifiliction  of  courts  of  admiralty, 
' not  only  for  collecting  the  faid  du- 
ties, but  for  the  trial  of  caiifes 
merely  ariling  within  the  body  of 
a county. 

Anti  whereas  in  confequence  of 
other  rtatutes,  judges,  who  before 
held  only  ellates  at  will  in  liieir 
ofiices,  have  been  made  depcnd.mt 
on  the  crown  alonefor  their  ialaries, 
and  Jtaiiding  armies  kept  in  time  of 
peace.  And  it  has  lately  been  re- 
iulved  in  parliantent,  that  by  three 
of  a llatiite  made  in  the  thii  ty  -hlth 
year  of  tlie  reign  of  King  Henry 
the  Eight,  colonills  may  oe  iraiif- 
ported  to  England  and  tried  there 
upon  aceniatiuus  for  treafons  and 
)7iifprifions,  or  concealment  of  trer- 
fons  committed  in  the  colonies ; 
aud  by  a lute  Aatute,  fuel)  trials 


have  been  direfled  in  cafes  therein 
mentioned. 

And  whereas  in  the  laft  felEon  of 
parliament,  three  ftatutes  were 
made  ; one  intituled,  “ An  aft  to 
“ difeontinue  in  fuch  manner,  and 
“ for  fuch  time  as  are  therein  men- 
“ tioned,  tlie  laniling  and  difeharg- 
“ ing,  lading  or  (hipping  of  goods, 
“ wares  and  merchandize,  at  the 
“ town,  and  within  the  harbour  of 
“ Bolton,  in  the  province  of  iVlalla- 
“ chu(etts-Bay,  in  North  Aineri- 
“ ca.”  Another  intituled,  ‘ An 

aft  for  the  better  regulating  the 
“ government  of  the  province  of 
“ the  Ma(rachufctts-Bay,  in  New- 
“ England."  And  another  intitul- 
ed, “ An  aft  for  the  impartial  ad- 
“ minillration  of  jufUce,  in  the 
" cafes  of  perfons  queflioned  for 
“ any  aft  done  by  them  in  tlie  exe- 
" cuiion  of  the  law,  or  for  the  fup- 
“ predion  of  riots  and  tumults,  ui 
“ the  province  of  the  Mallachn- 
" fetts-Bay,  in  Now-England." 
And  another  (latute  wiu  then  made, 
“ For  making  more  cfleftual  provi- 

lion  for  the  govemntent  of  the 
“ province  of  Qj^iehec,  &c.”  All 
which  (latutes  are  impolitic,  unjud 
and  cruel,  as  well  as  unconltitu- 
tional,  and  mod  dangerous  and  de- 
Itruftive  of  American  rights. 

And  whereas,  allemblies  have 
been  frequently  difTolved,  contrary 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  w hen 

they 
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ilfelf,  I ihall  give  it  in  the  very  words  of  the  congrefs, 
and  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  every  .reader,  to  dc- 
lerminc  of  it  as  he  may  judge  proper. 


WE,  his  majefty’s  moft  loyal  fubjefts,  the  delegates 
of  the  fevcral  colonies  of  New-Hamplhire,  MalTachu* 
fett’s-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connefticut,  New- York, 
New-Jerfey,  Pcnnfylvania,  the  Three  Eowcr  Coun- 
' ties 

they  attempted  to  deliberate  on  principles  of  the  Endlfh  conftitu- 

frievances ; and  their  dutififl,  hum-  tion,  and  the  feveral  charters  or 
le,  loyal  and  reafoiiable  petitions  cumpaets,  have  the  fuiiusving 

Jo  the  crown  for  redrefs,  have  been  RIGHTS. 

repeatedly  treated  with  contempt  liejohed,  N.  C.  D.  i.  That  they 
his  majelly’s  miniAers  ofAate.  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and  pro- 
. ' The  good  people  of  the  feveral  perty ; and  they  have  never  ceded 
colonies  of  New-Hamplliire,  iVtaf-  to  any  fuvereign  power  whatever,  a 
fachufett’s-Bay,  Rhode- Uland  and  right  to  difpofe  of  either  without 
Providence  plantations.  Con-  their  confent. 
be^icut,  New-Vork,  New-Jerfey,  Rejoiced,  N.  C.  D.  2.  That  onr 
Pennfylvania,  New-Callle,  Kent  anceltors,  who  firll  fettled  thefe 
and  Suilex  on  Delaware,  Mairland,  colonies,  were  at  the  time  of  their 
Virginia,North-CarolinaandSouth-  emigration  from  the  mother  coun- 
Carolinajuftly  alarmed  at  thefe  ar-  try,  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liber- 
bitrary  proceedings  of  parliament  ties,  and  immunities  ot  free  and 
and  adminiAratioii,  have  feverally  natural  bom  fubje«As,  within  the 
elected  conllituted,  and  appointed  realm  of  England, 
deputies  to  meet  and  fit  in  general  Refulved,  N.  C.  D.  3.  That  by 
congrefs  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  fuel)  emigration  they  by  no  means 
in  order  to  obtain  fttch  elbtbliAi-  forfeited,  fiirrendcr^,  or  loll  any 
ment  as  that  their  religion,  laws,  and  of  tliofe  rights,  but  that  they  were, 
liberties  may  not  m Aibverted  ; and  their  defeendants  now  are,  en- 
Whereiipon  the  deputies  fn  ap-  titled  to  tlie  exercile  and  ei^oy- 
polnted  being  nowaflembled  ill  3 full  meat  of  all  fuch  of  them,  as  their 
and  free  repmfentation  of  thefe  co-  local  and  other  circumitances  enable 
lonies,  taking  into  theirmoft  ferious  tliein  to  exercife  and  enjov. 
confideration  the  beA  means  of  at-  ReftJved,  4.  That  the  foundation 
taining  the  ends  aforefaid,  do  in  of  hnglifti  liberty  and  of  all  free 
the  firA  place,  as  Engltihinm  their  government,  is  a right  in  the  people 
anceAors  in  like  caIn  have  ufually  to  participate  in  their  legillacive 
done,  for  alferting  and  vindicating  council : and  as  the  Englifh  colo- 
their  r^hts  and  liberties,  UE-  nilts  are  not  reprefented,  and  from 
CLAKE.  _ their  local  and  other  ciraimflances 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eng-  cannot  projjerly  be  reprefented  in 
lift]  colonies  in  North- America,  by  the  Britilh  parliament,  they  are  en- 
the  iinmuttdile  laws  pf  nature,  the  titled  to  a free  and  excluAve  power 
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tics  of  Ncwcaftk,  Kent,  and  Suffcx,  on  Delaware, 

• Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Caro- 
lina,  deputed  to  reprefent  them  in  a continental  Con- 
grefs,  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  September,  1774,  avowing  our  allegiance  to 
his  majefiy,  our  alFeftion  and  regard  for  our  fellow- 
fubje£ls  in  Great  Britain  and  elfewhere,  affefled  witli 
the  deepeft  anxiety,  and  mofl  alarming  apprehenfions 
at  thofe  grievances  and  diflreffes,  with  which  his  ma- 
jefty’s  American  fubje^ls  are  opprefled,  and  having 
taken  under  our  moft  ferious  deliberation,  the  ftate  of 
the  whole  continent,  find,  that  the  prefent  unhappy 

fituatioB 

oriegiflaiion  in  their  feveral  pro-  which  they  Iiave,  by  otperience. 
viiKuil  legillatures,  yvhere  their  rcfpedtiveiy  found  to  be  applicabio 
right  ot  reprefentation  can  alone  to  their  feveral  local  and  otnercir- 
Deprefcrveii,  in  aii  cafes  ol  loxa-  cmnf^.'^nccs. 
poll  and  internal  polity,  fubjeiS  on-  Refolved,  N.C.D.y.  That  thefeWs 
ly  to  tile  negative  of  their  fove-  majCIly’s  colonies,  are  likcwife  es- 
fijcb  manner  aa  has  been  titled  toaUtbeinunuiiitiesand ]*ivi- 
Ipretoforc  accullonied : But  from  leges  granted  and  confirmed  to  tfaem 
, tlienecdfity  of  the  cafe,  and  a r»-  by  royal  charters,  or  ftcured  by  their 
gara  to  the  mutual  interefls  of  both  (everal  codes  of  provincial  laws, 
TOuntries,  wechearfully  confent  to  Refdvti,  N.  C.  D.  8.  That  they 
^ adbs  of  the  have  a right  peaceably  to  affembie, 

Bntift  parliameut  as  are  bona  fide,  confider  of  their  grievances,  and 
reitrampl  to  the  regulatioD  of  our  petition  the.  king;  andt^tdlpro- 
cxtemal  commerce,  for  the  purpofe  nxutioos,  prohibitory  ptoclama- 
of  Iccur^  the  commercial  advan-  tions,  and  conunitmeBta  for  the 
tages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  fame,  are  ill<»al.  , 
mother  c^m^,  and  the  com-  Re/u/ord,  N.  C,  D.  y.  That  the 
mcrcial  benefits  rf  its  relMdfive  keeping  a Banding  army  in  thefe 
members.^  excluding  every  idea  of  colonies,  in  times  of  peace,  witimut 
ta^ion  internal  or  external,  for  (.he  Confent  of  the  legillaturc  of  that 
ntiliiij^  a revenue  on  the  fubje^s  in  colony  in  which  fucE  army  it  kept, 
America  without  their  coufeut.  is  agaipft  law. 

Refdvtd,  N.C.  D,  5.  That  tlse  N.  C.  D.  10.  It  isindif- 

• refpeLUve  colonies  are^  entitled  to  penlibly  necefTary  to  good  govem- 

tbe  common  law  of  England,  and  ment,  and  rendered  eflential  by 
nii^e  eOiccially  to  the  great  and  tlie  Engldh  Conftibition,  that  the 
iueftinyible  priviledge  of  being  tried  conliitueot  branches  of  the  legifia- 
by  tlwir  peers  in  the  yicinuse,  ac-  ture  be  independent  of  each  other  i 
cording  to  tbccourfcof  that  law.  that,  therefore,  the  exercifc  of  k- 

_ Rtjdvtd,  5.  1 hat  tl.cy  arc  en-  giflativc  power  in  feveral  colonies, 
titled  to  the  benefit  of  inch  of  tlic  by  a council  appointed,  during 
pnglilh  Batiites.  as  exilled  at  the  pleafiire,  by  the  crown,  is  uncon- 
t:me  of  their  coiouizatioii ; and  ftilutional,  dangerous,  and  deflnu- 
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dtaation  of  oar  aifairs,  is  occaiioned  by  a ruinoos  fyf. 
tern  of  colony  admtnidration  adopted  by  the  Brhilh 
miniftry  abcHit  the  year  1762,  evidently  calculated  for 
inOaving  thef^  colooies,  and  with  them,  the  Britiih 
crajOTe.  In  profecotion  of  which  fyftcm,  various  aftt 
of  parliament  have  been  pafTed  for  railing  a revenue 
^ in  America,  for  depriving  the  American  fntgefts,  in 
many  inilances,  of  the  conftitutional  trial  by  jury,  ex. 
pohag  their  lives  to  danger,  by  direfiing  a new  and 
illegal  trial  beyond  the  Teas,  for  crimes  alledgcd  to 
liavebeen  committed  in  America:  And  in  profecution 
of  the  fame  fydem,  ieveral  late,  cruel  and  opprefOve 

afls 


five  to  tlie  freedom  of  American 
legUlatiou. 

All  and  eacb  of  which,  the  afore- 
£iid  deputies  in  behalf  of  tbeni- 
feives,  and  their  confStuents,  do 
claim,  demand,  and  inlUt  on,  as 
their  indubitable  rights  and  liber- 
ties ; which  cannot  be  lenallv  taken 
from  them,  altered  or  abridged  by 
any  power  whatever,  without  their 
own  confent,  by  their  reprelenta- 
tives in  their (bveral  provincial  le- 
gilLitures. 

In  the  courfe  of  oiir  inquiry,  we 
find  many  htfringemeuts  and  vio- 
lations of  the  forcguiiig  rights ; 
which,  from  an  ardrat  delire  that 
harmony  and  mutual  intercourfe 
of  affection  and  intereil  may  be  1 e- 
ftored,  we  pals  over  for  the  prefent, 
and  proceM  to  (late  fucli  a^s  ami 
meamres  as  have  been  adopteti  fince 
the  iall  war,  which  demunllrate  a 
^ftem  formed  to  cnllave  America. 

Re/olved,  N.C.  D.  That  the  fol- 
lowing aCls  of  parliament  are  in- 
fringements and  violations  of  tlie 
rights  of  (he  colonilb;  and  tlut 
tlK  repeal  of  them  is  efTentially 
neceflary,  in  ordei  to  reftore  har- 
mony between  Great  Britain  and 
the  American  colonies,  via. 

The  feveral  a&  of  4 George  III. 
clt,  15.  and  ch.  34<~— 5 Geo.  ill. 


ch.  25.— 6 Geo.  HI.  ch.  f2-  ■ — y 
Geo.  Ill,  ch : 41  and  ch.  4^.-8  Geo. 
111.  ch.  22.  which  impofe  duties  for 
the  piirpofe  of  railing  a revenue 
ill  America,  extend  the  powers  of 
the  adniirnity  courts  beyond  their 
anciesit  limits,  deprive  the  Ameri- 
can fubjeS  of  trial  byjur)',  autho- 
rife  the  judges  certiKcate  to  indem- 
nify tlie  profecuicr  from  danyiges, 
that  he  might  oUierwife  be  liable  to, 
renuiring'  ojmrefiive  lixutity  from 
a claimant  of  Ibipsand  goods  feb.- 
ed,  before  iie-lliall-be  allowed  to  de- 
fend his  property,  and  are  fubver 
five  of  American  righrs. 

AUb,  12  Geo.  Ilf.  cli.  24.  iniitiii- 
ed  An_ai‘t  for  the  better  fecuring 
“ his  majelly’s  dock  yards,  niaga 
“ -/.iiics,  (hips,  ammunition  ami 
“ Itorcj.”  Which  declares  a new 
offence  in  America,  and  dejsrivei 
the  American  fubject  of  a coiiilitu- 
tional  trill  by  jury  of  the  vicinage, 
l>y  authoriling  the  trial  of  any  pcrfcm 
charged  witTi  the  committing  of 
anv  offence  deferibed  in  the  faid 
a«  out  of  the  realm,  to  bi  indicted 
and  tried  for  the  fame  in  any  Ikirc 
w county  within  the  realm. 

Aifo  the  tlirce  ads  palled  in  the 
laff  fellion  of  parliament,  for  flop- 
ping tlie  port  and  blocking  up  tile 
harlMur  of  BoUoii,  for  altering  the 
dur.ec 
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a£ls  have  been  paflfed  refpefting  the  to4vn  of  Boftob 
and  the  Maffachufctt’s-Bay,  and  alfo  an  aft  fbr  ck- 
tending  the  province  of  C^ebcc,.fo  as  to  border  oh 
the  weftern  frontiers  of  thefc  colonies,  fcftabiilhing 
an  arbitrary  government  therein,  and  difeonraging  the 
fettlcment  of  Britifh  fubjefts  in  that  wide  extended 
country ; thus  by  the  influence  of  civil  principles  and 
ancient  prejudices  todifpofe  the  inhabitants  toaft  with 
hoftility  againft  the  free  proteftant  colonies,  whenever 
a wicked  miniftry  fliall  chufe  fo  to  direft  them.- 

To  obtain redrefs  of  thefegrievances,  which  threat- 
en deftruftion  to  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of 

his 


charter  and  govenuneut  of  MaiTa- 
chufettS'Bay,  and  that  which  is  in- 
tituled, “An  aet  for  the  better  ad- 
“ minidratiun  of  juAice,  &c.’’ 
Alfotlie  ad  palfed  in  the  fame 
felHoii  fur  ellabiiihing  the  Roman 
catholi  c religion  in  the  province  of 
(^lebec,  abolilhing  the  equitable 
fyltem  of  Englilh  laws,  and  eret^ling 
u tyranny  there,  to  the  great  dan- 
ger, from  fo  total  a difiiniularity  of 
religion,  law  and  government  to 
the  neighbotiring  firitilh  colonies, 
by  the  aifidance  of  whofe  blood 
and  trea/ure  the  faid  country  was 
conouered  ftxim  France. 

sifo  the  ad  pailed  in  the  fame 
felEon  for  the  better  providing 
initable  quarters  fen*  officers  anil 
ibldiers  hi  his  majelly’s  fervice  in 
North  America. 

Alfo,  that  tiie  keeping  a dand- 
Ing  army  in  fevenil  of  thefc  co- 
lonies, in  time  of  peace,  without 
the  confent  of  the  legidature  of 
the  colony  in  which  fuch  army  is 
kept,  is  agaiad  law. 

The  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time, 
palfed  tne  following  Kefolves  : 
Rejolved,  Tliat  this  t ongrefs  do 
wprove  of  the  oppolition  made  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  MalTachu- 
iett’s-Bay,  to  tlie  execution  of  the 


late  ads  of  patliahient.;  and  if 
the  fame  (hall  be  attempted  to  be 
carried  into  execution  by  force,  in 
fuch  cafe,  all  America  ought  to 
fupport  them  in  their  oppofitioU. 

Hefohed,  I'bal  it  b the  opinion 
of  this  body,  that  tlie  removal  ot 
the  people  of  Bodun  into  tiie  coun- 
ty’, would  be,  not  only  extremely 
dilhcult  in  the  execution,  but  lo 
impwrtant  in  its  confequences,  as 
to  require  tiie  utmod  deliberatiem 
before  it  is  adopted.  But  in  cafe 
the  provincial  meeting  of  that 
colony  (hall  judge  it  ab/olutely  necef- 
fary,  it  h the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
grefs, that  all  America  oiiglit  to 
contribute  towards  recompcnfiOg 
them  for  the  injury  they  may  there- 
by fudain ; and  it  will  be  recom- 
mended accordingly. 

Rejolved,  1 bat  this  Congrefs  do 
recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  of  the  Maifachufett’s- 
Bay,  to  fubroit  to  a fnfpenfion  of 
the  adminidration  of  judice,  where 
it  cannot  be  procured  in  a legal 
and  peaceable  maimer,  imder  the 
rules  of  the  charter,  a^  the  lavs 
foniided  thereon,  untU  the  effeds. 
of  oar  application  for  a tepeil  of 
the  ads,  hy  which  their  charter 
rights  are  iniringed,  b known. 

Refd'cd, 
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his  inajelly’s  fubjefts  in  North- America*  we  were  of 
opinion,  that  a non-importation,  non-confuraption,  and 
non-exportatioQ  agreement,  faithfully  adhered  to, 
will  prove  the  moft  fpeedy,  effectual,  and  peaceable 
meafure;  And  therefore  we  do,  for  ourfclres  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fcveral  colonies,  whom  we  repre.* 
fent,  firmly  agree  and  aflbeiate  under  the  facred  ties 
of  virtue,  honour,  and  love  of  our  country  as  follows, 


Firji,  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  we  will  not  import  into  Britiih  America, 

Bbb  from 


Rejhlytduiiamrr.'nt/ly,  That  every 
ptrlon  01!  ;perli)iis  whoiti(oe?et, 
who  (ha  11  take,  accept,  or  aft  un- 
der any  coinmi'.Hhn  or  authority, 
in  any  wife  derived  from  the  aft 
palled  ill  the  lali  feniuii  of  parlia- 
ment, changing  the  form  of  go- 
veminent.and  violating  the  charter 
of  the  pifoVincc  of  Maflachtifett’s-' 
Bay,  vught  to  be  held  in  ^detclla- 
tio'n  and  abllorrcnce  by  ail  good 
men,  and  conlidcred  as  the  wicked 
tools  of  that  dePpotilm,  which  is 
preparing  to  deltroy  thofe  rights, 
which  God,  nature,  and  coiupaiit 
lath  given  to  America. 

Hejoivai  wifwimunjly.  That  the 
people  of  Bollon  ami  the  iVlaffa- 
ctuifeit’s-Bay,  be  advifed  ftUl  to 
touduft  tbemfelves  peaceably  to- 
wards his  excellency  General 
Gage,  and  his  niajeity’s  troops 
now  llatiiiued  in  the  town  of  Bof- 
ton,  as  f.ir  as  ran  poflihlv  confill 
with  their  imm.diate  fafety  :uid 
thcfecurity  ol  the  town;  aioiding 
and  dilcininteuaiicing  every  viola- 
tion of  his  raajelty’s  properly,  or 
any  infnlt  to  his  troop, ; unci  that 
they  peaceably  and  fimiiy  jjerfe- 
vere  in  the  line  in  which  they  are 
now  condufting  thcimftves  oit  the 
<hrfen(ive. 

That  the  feixing,  or 
iitteiuptiug  to  leize,  any  pcrlou  in 


America,  in  order  to tranfport  fuch 
perfon  beyond  the  fea,  for  trial  of 
oileiices  cuiiupitted  witliin  the 
body  of  a cdurity  in  America,  be- 
ing agaiiift  law,  w:ill  jtilHfy,  and 
ought  to  meet  with  reliQance  and 
reprifal.  ' 

Satutddy,  :2. 

FeJiJtrd,  As  the  opinion  of  the 
congrefs,  that  it  wilf  be  iieceflary, 
tliat  a congrefs  (honid  ’be  held'oii' 
the  10th  day  of  May  next,  unlcfs 
the  redrefs  of  gfievances,  which 
we  have  defired;  oe  obtained  before; 
tlwt  time.— And  we  recommend. 
th:it  Uic  fame  be  held  at  the  city  ot' 
I’liiladelphia,  and  that  all  tlie  co- 
lonies in  North'  /America  chufe  de- 
puties as  foon  as  pulliUc,  td  attend’ 
fuch  congrefs. 

Tnefdgy.  2,7. 

ReJtJ-Ad,  That  the  congaefs  In 
their  own  naniee,  and  in  'behalf  of  t 
all  tliofe  whom  they  rtmrelctit,  do 
prefent  their  grateful  acunowledgc- 
ments  to  thofe  truely  noble,  ^ 
honourable,  and  pMriotic  advo-  ‘ 
cates  ofcivjhanij  ruiglous  liberty;.! 
who  have  fo"  gcneroully  and  pow  - 
erfully.. though  Unfuccersnilly , 
ehioufcd  and  eWended  the  c.iufr  ^ 
of  America,  both  in  and  our  of  ‘ 
p.wliamelU. 

. ; I ■ ' ' 
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from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods  wares  or 
merchandize -whatfoever,  or  from  any  other  place  any 
fucii  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  as  fhall  have  been 
exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  y nor  will  we, 
after  that  day,  import  any  Eall-India  tea  from  any 
part  of  the  world;  nor  any  molaffes,  fyrups,  paneie«,‘ 
coffee  or  piemenio,  from  the  Briiilh  plantations,'  of 
from  Dominica nor  wines  from  Maderia,  or  the 
Weflern  Iflands ; nor  foreign  indigo. 

. Second^  That  we  will  neither  import,  nor  purchafe 
^ny  Have  imported,  after  the  firft  day  of  December' 
next;  after  which  time,  we  will  wholly  difeontinue 
the  Have  trade,  and  will  neither  be  concerned  in  it 
ourfelves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  velTels,  nor  fell  our 
commodities  or  manufaftures  to  thofc  who  are  con- 
cerned in  it. ' 

Thirdy  As  a non-confumption  agreement,  ftriftly 
adhered  to,  will  be  an  effeftual  fecurity  for  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  non-importation,  we,  as  above  folcmn- 
ly  agree  and  affociate,  that,  from  this  day,  we  will 
not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  tea  imported  on  account  of 
the  Eaft-India  company,  or  any  on  which  a duty  hath 
been  or  fliall  be  paid  ; and  from  and  after  the  firft  day 
of  March  next,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  of 
Eaft  India  tea  nor  will  we  nor  lhall  any 
perfon  for  or  under  us,  purchafe  or  ufe,  any  of 
thofe  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  we  have  agreed 
not  to  import,  which  we  fhall  know  or  have  caufe  to 
fufpeft,  were  imported  after  the  fipft  day  of  Decem- 
ber except  fuch  as  come  under  the  rules  and  direfhons 
of  the  tenth  article  hereafter  mentioned. 

Fourthy  The  earneft  defire  we  have,  not  to  injure 
our  fellow  fubje^fs  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the 
Weft-Indies,  induces  us  to  fufpend  a non-exportation, 
until  the  tenth  day  of  September  1775;  at  which 
time,  if  the  faid  afis  and  parts  of  afls  of  the  Britifh  par- 
liament, by  Google 
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liament,  herein  after  mentioned,  are  not  repealed,  we 
will  not,  dircftly  or  indirciftly,  export  any  merchandize' 
or  commodity  whatfoever  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
or  the  Weft-Indies,  except  rice  to  Europe. 

Fi/tbi  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  ufe  the  Britilh 
aud  lrilh  trade,  will  give  orders,  as  foon  as  poffible, 
to  their  faftors,  agents,  and  corrcfpondents,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  fhip  any  goods  to  them,  on* 
any  pretence  whatfoever,  as  they  cannot  be  received- 
in  America ; and  if  any  merchant,  refiding  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  lhall  direftly  or  indireftly  (hip  any. 
goods,  M'aresi  or  raerclundize,  for  America,  in  order- 
<0  break  the  faid  non>importation  agreement,  or  in  any 
manner  contravene  the  fame,  on  fuch  unwonhy  con- 
duft  being  well  attcftcd,  it  ought  to  be  made  public  ; 
and,  on  the  fame  being  fo  done,  we  will  not  from 
thenceforth  l»vc  any  commercial  conne£lion  with  fuch' 
merchant. 

Sixtby  That  fuch  as  are  owners  of  veffcls  will  give 
pofitivc  orders  to  their  captains  or  mafters,  not  to 
receive  on  board  their  veflels  any  goods  prohibited' 
by  the  faid  non-impbrtation  agreement,  on  pain  of 
immediate  difmiffion  from  their  fervice, 

Seventby  We  will  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  im- 
prove the  breed  of  Sheep  and  increafe  their  number 
to  the  greateft  extent,  and  to  that  end,  we  will  kill 
them  asfparingly  as  maybe,  efpeciallythofeofthe  moft 
profitable  kind;  nor  will  we  export  any  to  the  Weft- 
Indies  or  elfewhere ; and  thofe  of  us  who  are  or  may 
become  over-ftocked  with,  or  can  conveniently  fpare 
any  ftieep,  will  difpofe  of  them  to  our  neighbours, 
efpecially  to  the  poorer  fort,  on  moderate  terms. 

Eijibthy  That  we  w^ill  in  our  feveral  ftations  encou- 
rage frugality,  oecnomy,.and  induftry;  and  promote 
agriculture,  arts  and  the  manufaftures  of  this  country, 
efpecially  that  of  wool;  and  will  difcountenance  and 
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difcourage  every  fpecies  of  extravagance  and  difDpa- 
tion,  efpecially  all  horfe*racing,  and  all  kinds  of  gam- 
ing, cock-fighting,  exhibitions  of  fliews,  plays,  and 
on  the  death  of  any  relation  or  friend,  none  of  us,  or 
any  of  our  families,  will  go  into  any  further  mourn- 
ing drefs,  than  a black  crape  or  ribbon  ofn  the  arm  or 
hat  for  gentlemen,  and  a black  ribbon  or  necklace  For 
ladies,  and  we  will  difcontinue  the  giving  of  gloves  and 
fparfs  at  funerals. 

Ninthf  That  fuch  as  arc  venders  of  goods  or  mer- 
chandize, will  not  take  advantage  of  the  fcarcity  of 
goods  that  may  be  occafioned  by  this  affociation,  but 
will  fell  the  fame  at  the  rates  we  have  been  refpeftive- 
ly  accuftomed  to  do,  for  twelve  months  laft  part. — 
And  if  any  vender  of  goods  or  merchandize,  (ball  fell 
any  fuch  goods  on  higher  terms,  or  fliall  in  any  man- 
ner. or  by  any  device  whatfoever,  violate  or  depart 
from  this  agreement,  no  perfou,  ought,  nor  will  any  of 
us  deal  with  any  fuch  perfon,  or  his,  or  her  fafior  or 
agent,  at  any  time  thereafter,  for  any  commodity 
whatever. 

Tenth,  In  cafe  any  merchant,  treder,  or  other  per- 
fons  fhall  export  any  goods  or  merchandize  after  the 
lirft  day  of  December,  and  before  the  lirft  day  of 
February  next,  the  fame  ought  forthwith  at  the  elec- 
tion of  the  owner,  to  be  either  re-fltipped  or  delivered 
up  to  the  committee  of  the  county  or  town  wherein 
they  (hall  be  imported,  to  be  ftored  at  the  rifque  of 
the  importer,  until  the  non-importation  agreement 
ftiall  ceafe,  or  be  fold  under  the  dlre^lion  of  the  com- 
mittee aforefaid  ; and  in  the  laft  mentioned  cafe,  the 
owner  or  owners  of  fuch  goods,  (hall  be  reimburfed 
(out  of  the  faels)  the  firft  coft  and  charges,  -the  profit, 
if  any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and  employing 
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fuch  poor  inhabitaats  of  the  towa  of  Bofton,  as  are 
immediate  fufferers  by  the  Bofton  port  bill;  and  a 
particular  account  of  all  goods  fo  returned,  ftorcd,  or 
{old,  to  be  inferted  in  the  public  papers;  and  if  any 
goods  or  merchandizes  (hall  be  imported  after  the’ 
firft  day  of  February,  the  fome  ought  forthwitli 
to  be  fent  back  again,  without  breaking  any  of  the 
packages  thereof. 

Eleventh^  That  a committee  be  chofen  in  every 
county,  city  and  town,  by  thofe  who  are  qualified  to 
vote  for  reprefentatives  in  the  legiflature,  whoie  bufi- 
nefs  it  (hall  be,  attentively  to  obferve  the  conduft  of  all 
perfons  touching  the  aifociation  ; and  when  it  {hall  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  a majority  of 
any  fuch  committee,  that  any  perfon  within  the  limits 
of  their  appointment  has  violated  this  afTociation,  that 
fuch  majority  do  forthwith  caufe  the  truth  of  the  cafe 
to  be  publifhed  in  the  gazette,  to  the  end,  that  all 
fuch  foes  to  the  rights  of  Britilh  America  may  be  • 
publicly  known,  and  univerfally  contemned  as  the  ene- 
mies of  American  liberty  ; and  thenceforth  we  refpec- 
tively  will  break  of  all  dealings  with  him  or  her. 

Twelfth^  That  the  committee  of  correfpondence  in 
the  refpeftive  colonies  do  frequently  infpeft  the  en- 
tries of  their  cuftom-honfes,  and  inform  each  other 
from  time  to  time  of  the  true  ftate  thereof,  and  of 
every  other  material  circumftance  that  may  occur  re- 
lative to  this  afTociation. 

Thirieenth,  That  all  manufactures  of  this  country 
be  fold  at  rcafonable  prices,  fo  that  no  undue  advan- 
tage' be  taken  of  a future  fcarcity  of  good?.  ’ 

Fourteenth,  And  we  do  further  agree  and  refolve, ' 
that  we  will  have  no  trade,  commerce,  dealings  or 
intercourfe  whatfoever,  with  any  colony  or  province  ‘ 
in  North  America,  which  lhall  not  accede  to,  or  which 
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fcall  hereafter  violate  this  affociation,  but  will  hold 
them  as  unworthy  pf  the  rights  of  frecmea,  and  as 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their  couptry, 

And  we  do  folemnly  bind  ourfelvcs  and  our  confti- 
luents,  under  the  tics  aforcfaid,  to  adhere  to  this 
a^bciaiion  until  fuch  parts  of  the  fevcral  afts  of  par- 
liament paired  Cnee  the  cloic  of  lalt  war,  as  impofe 
or  continue  duties  on  tea,  wine,  molaffcs,  fyrups, 
paoeles,  coffee,  fugar,  pieraento, indigo,  foreign  paper, 
glafs  and  painters  colours,  imported  into  America, 
and  extind  the  powers  of  the  admiralty  courts  be- 
yond their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American  fub- 
jc£f  of  trial  by  jury,  authorife  the  judge’s  certiCcate  to 
indemnify  the  profecutor  from  damages,  tliat  he 
might  otherwife  be  liable  to,  from  a trial  by  his  peers* 
require  oppreffive  fecurity  from  a claimant  of  (hips  or 
g^s  feized  before  he  fhall  be  allowed  to  defend' 
his, property,  are  repealed. —And  until  that  part  of  the 
aft  of  the  1 2.  Qeo,  3.  ch.  24.  ictitiiied,  “ An  aft  for 
the  better  fecuring  his  majefly’s  dock-yards,  maga- 
zines, Ihips,  ammunition,  and  Cores,  ” by  which,  any 
perfons  charged  with  committing  any  of  the  crimes 
therein  deferibed,  in  America,  may  berried  many 
(hire  or  county  within  the  realm,  is  repealed.— -And 
until  the  four  afts  palfed  in  the  Jaft  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment, viz.  that 'for  Copping  the  port  and  blocking  up 
the  harbour  of  BoCon, — That  for  altering  the  charter 
and  goverment  of  the  MafTachufeit’s-Bay.—And  that 
which  IS  intitulcd,“  An  aft  for  the  better  adminiCra- 
lipn  of  juCice,  &c.”  are  repealed.  And  we  re- 
commend  it  to  the  provincial  conventions,  and  to  the . 
commitips  in  the  refpeftive  colonies,  to  eCablilh  fuch 
farther  regulations,  as  they  may  think  proper,  for  car- 
rying into  execution  this  affociation. 
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The  foregoing'  aflbciatioa  determined  upon  by 
the  Congrefs,  "was  ordered  to  be  fubferibed  by  the 
feteral  members  thereof;  to  which  they  fet  their 
names*.  ‘ ' 


In  their  addrefs’ to  the  "people  of  Grfeat  firitalcl 
they  intift  upon  their  "right  of  Britifii"  fubjefls,  Vn^ 
affirm  that  no  power' bn  earth  has  a right  tb  takb.aWay 
their  property  without  their  ^onfent ; ari<^  they'  claim 
all.  the  rights  fetured  to  fubje^ts  by  ' the  Engliffi  con" 
ftitutioo,  efpecially  that  invaluable  brie  of  trial  by  jiih^ 

,.o-.  ...  r v J if.Ti 

• • ( 1 DC* 


i: 


,H.  I 


* h>  CoDgrefi,  Phlladeipbid,  Of).  Toliii  Dickinfcn,  i .'.. 

ao,  J774.  T . Charles  Humplireys,  ,,,  . 

‘ Thomas  Mifflm,  ^ 

p£YTON  Randolph,  PrefiJ<nt.  Edward  Biddle,  ,.<j|  ■_  I ■ ;y;l 
f^ew-HumpJlJrc,  . John  Mortoii,  , , 

John  Sullivan,  George  RoA.  <j  "'  ' 1 ' 

Kathauicl  Folfom.  • t. 

ALijhchufett'i^-Baf,  ' " Gxfar  Rodney,  ' » • 

Ttionus  Culhtug,  3,.  ;j  , Tltonias  M‘Ke*n,  r:i  !.uf.  .Slioij 
Siuul  Adams,  ‘ • Georg* Read.  ' 

John  A'tbm,  .i:i'  lyh^laitdi 

Kobe  ~ ' . 


toberc  Treat  Paine. 

• Rtvjde-JflatU, 

Stephen  Hopkins, 

Samuel  Ward. 

Conne'iK'ut, 

Eliphalet  Dyer, 

Roger  Sherman, 

Silas  Deane. 

Nau-Ycrk, 

Ifaac  Low,' 

John  Alfop, 

John  Jay,  * ' 

Jameti  Duane,  : . 

William  Floyd, 

Henry  Weifner, 

S.  Baerum. 

Newjerfy. 

James  RinTcy,  

William  Livingflon, 

Stephen  Crane, 

Ridiard  Smith. 

' Pem/yhania, 

Jofepb  Galloway^ 


Matthew  Tilclunati,  . j 
1 homas  Johnfon,  ' 

William Paca,  • . 

Samuel  Chafe. 

t'trgfrJa'.'-  - 
Richard  Henry  Lee,..,; 

George  Wafhlngtoii,“' ' 

P.  Henry,  Jon. 

Richard  Bland, 

Benjamin  Harrilboi’ 

Edmund  Pcudletoiu  . r ; 

N{jrt/i-Carc7r?u(.‘ 
Willnna  Hooper,  , - * ’ 

Jofeph  Hewes,  , 

R.  Cafweir. 

. S</uth’Caro,'jm. 

Henry  Middleton,*”  *'  • 

1 homas  Lynch, 

CiliriRopher  Gadfden, 

!olm  Ruttledge, 

Edward  Kutled^.  , 
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They  confidqi*  it  clfeniial.  to. Englifli: liberty  that  no 
man  be  condemned  unheard,  or  puniflied  for  fuppofed 
oiTenccs,  without  having  ap  opponunicy  of  making  his 
defence.  They  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  Jc» 
giilature  of  Great  Britain  is  not  authorifed  by  the 
confutation  to  eflabliih  a religion  fraught  with  fangui- 
nary  and  impious  tenets,  or  to  ere&  an  arbitrary  form- 
of  government  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  -.They 
conhdcr  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  in  America  as  much 
maficrs  of  their'  own  property„*as  thofe  of  Great 
Britain  arc,  and  affirm  that  they  arc  hot  bound  to  fu bi*, 
mit  to  any  parlTaraent  not  of  thmr  own  eleffioh. 
They  infill  that  the  intervention  of  the  fca  which  di- 
vides America  from  Britain,  can  make  no  difparity  iii ' 
rights ; nor  Can  the  diftarice  of  three  thoufand  miles 
from  the  royal  palace j make  the  rights  of  fub^fh  left 
than  the  diflance  of  three  hundred  miles.  Rcafon, 
they  deciafe,  looks  with  indignation  on  fuch  diflinc- 
tions,  and  free  fubjefts  can  never  perceive  their  pro*- 
priety.  They  exprefs  their  amazement  at  the  preten- 
lions  of  the  Britifh  parliament  to  bind  them*  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever  without  exception,  without-  their 
confent,  aqd  to  take  and  ufe  their  property  when 
and  in.  what  manner  they  pleafe : and  to  make  the 
colonifts  penfioners  on  their  bounty,  and  that  they  can  * 
hold  it  no  longer  than  they  voirchfafe  to  permit* 
Such  declarations  they  confider  as  herefies  in  Engiifb 
politics,  which  can  no  more  operate  to  deprive  ,them 
of  their  property,  than  the  interdifts  of  the  Pope  can 
divert  kings  of  their  feeptres,  which  the  laws  bf  the  *’ 
land,  and  the  voice  of  the  people,  have  placed  in  theii' 
hands.  ' < 

They  attribute  the  plan  for  enflaying  them  to  that 
minirter  and  his  artbeiates,  who  made  the  late  iriglbri- 
ous  peace,  and  declare  that  ever  fince  that  time,  that 
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folieme  of  opprefliun  has  been  pcrtinacioufly  carrying 
into  execution.  In  this  addrcfs  tucy  i^exx  appeal  to  the 
mother  country,  how  patiently  they  have  fuffered  the 
relhaint  upon  their  trade  in  every  way  that  could  con- 
duce to  tlic  emolument  of  Britaiu.  Say  they,  you 
have  expreifed  vtnbouuded  autltority  o,vcr  the  the  ha; 
you  have- named  the  ports  auJ  nations  po  which  alone 
our  mqrcjiandiise.  fliould  be  carripd,  and  with  whqm 
alouie  >vc  fh  iuld.  ir/ijde ; and  though  fomc  o;  thefe  re- 
(Iriftiuns  were  grievous,  we  ncverthelcfs  did  not  com- 
plain ; we  looked  up  to  you  as,  our  parent  (latc^ to 
\vhic4;We  were  bound  by  thc.ftrongeft-^rics,  and  were 
happy  in  bci^ug  inftiumental  to  .your,  profperity  and 
gt;andcur.  They  warmjy  call  upon  the  iphabitanis  of 
Britain  to  bear  witnefs  ici  their  loyalty;  and  attach- 
ment of  the  common  .uuercfls  of^the  whole- empire, 
and  appeal. to  them, if  tliey  did  not,  ip  thelaft  war, 
add  all  the  ftrength  pf  ,ihe  American, eputinent  to  the 
fprea  which  repelled  the.  commop;- enemy.  Did  we 
uot,  fay. they  leave  ,oug  native.,  fttpr^s,  and  meet  dif- 
eafe  apd  death  to  prpmote  the  iuccefs  of  the  BritUh 
arms:in  foreign  climates?’  And  did  not  you  thank  us 
for  our  zeal,  and  .eve-n  reimburfe  us  large  fums  pf 
money,  wlpch.ypu  icptif«fli:d  we, had  advanced  beyond 
our  proportion, : and;  far  beyond  our  abilities.  To 
what  caufes  then,  are  we  to  attribute  this  fuddcii 
<^nge  ot  treatment,  and  that  fy  ftem  of  flavery  which 
was  prepared  for.us  atthe  rellorniioiv  of  the  peace  ? 

They  add,  bef  pro.  we  had  recover^  from  the  dif-; 
tteiles  wi>i(:h  ever  .attend  war,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  drain  our,  country  of  money  by  the  opprcflive  (lamp  ' 
a^.  Painted  glals^  and  other  commodities,  which 
you  would  not  permit  us  to  purchafe  of  other  nation's, 
were'  taxed:  Nay,  though  no  wine  is  made  in  any 
epuntry  fiibjeftto  the  Biitiftt  (late,  you  prohibited  us 
- , , C c c from 
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from  procuring  it  oFfisrcigncrs,  Vithout  paying  a tax 
impofed  by  your  parliameot  on  aU  wc  imported, 
Thcfc,  fay  they,  and  many  other  impofitions,  were 
laid  upon  us  aujuftly  and  unconilitutionally,  fur  the 
exprefs  purpofc  of  railing  a revenue.  In  order  to 
filence  complaint,  it  was  indeed  provided  thattbis 
revenue  ihouid  be  expended  in  America  for  its  pro- 
tefHon  and  defence.  But,  fay  they,  thefe  exa6Hon», 
however,  can  receive  no  judification  from  a pretended 
neceffity  of  defending  us.  1 hey  are  laviihiy  fquander- 
ed,  on  court  favourites  and  miniderial  dependents, 
generally  avowed  enemies  to  America,  and  employing 
themfelves  by  partial  reprefentations,  to  traduce  and 
embroil  the  colonies.  For  the  ncccflary  fnpport  of 
government  here,  fay  the  colonifts,  we  ever  were, 
and  ever  (hall  be  ready  to  provide.  And  whenever 
the  exigf  n?ics  of  the  date  may  require  it,  we  fhall,as 
we  have  hitherto  done,  cbearfiilly  contribute  our  f^oll 
proportion  of  men  and  money.  To  infbrce  this  un« 
conditutional  and  ui^ud  fcbeihe  of  taxation,  every 
fen  e that  the  wifdom  of  our  Britiih  anceftors  had 
carefully  made  againd  arbitrary  power,  has  been 
violently  thrown  down  in  America,  and  the  inedimable 
right  of  trial  by  jury  taken  away,  in  cafes  that  touch 
both  life  and  propeny.  It  has  been  ordained  that 
whenever  offences  ftould  be  committed  in  the  oHonies 
againd  particular  a£fs,  impofing  various  duties  and' 
redri£fions  upon  trade,  the  profecutor  might  bring 
his  a£lion  for  the  penalties  in  the  court  of  the  admi« 
ralty ; by  which  means  the  fubjeft  lod  the  advantage  of ' 
being  tried  by  an  honed  and  uninfluenced  jury  of  the  ’ 
vicinage,  and  was  fubjeft  to  the  fad  neceffity  of  being 
judged  by  a creature  of  the  crown,  and  according  to 
the  courfe  of  law  which  exerap's  the  prcfecuior  from 
the  trouble  of  proving  his  acenfatioo,  and  obliges  the* 
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defeudanc  either  to  evince  his  innocence  or  fuffer. 

To  give  this  new  judicatory  the  greater  importance, 
and  as  if  with  a dedgn  to  proteA  falfe  accufers,  it  is 
further  provided  that  the  judge’s  certificate  of  their 
having  qcing  probable  caules  of  feizurc  and  prufecu- 
tion,  fhalt  protefb  the  profecutor  from  aftions  at  com- 
mon law,  for  recovery  of  damages.  - < 

In  this  ^drefs  it  is  alfo  reprcfented,  that  although 
jufiice  is  mpanially  adminiftered  in  ail  the  co'onies, 
yet  by  theVonfiruition  of  fome,  and  the  direfHon  of 
other  ads  of  parliament,  offenders  are  to  be  taken  by 
force,  together  with  ail  fuch  perfons  as  may  be  point- 
ed out  as  wirneffes,  and  carried  to  England  there  to  be 
tried  in  a diflant  land  by  a jury  of  ftrangers,  and  fuhjed 
to  all  the  difadvantages  that  refult  from  want  of  friends, 
want  of  witncffcs,  and  want  of  money.  The  colonifts 
in  this  addrefs  do  not  forget  to  take  notice  of  the  tea 
ad,  with  a defign  to  raife  a revenue  in  America ; and 
it  mud  be  allowed  they  reprefent  this  afiair  both 
warmly  and  judicioufly.  They  obferve,  that  when 
the  defign  of  railing  a revenue  from  the  duties  up<m 
tea,  imported  into  America,  was  in  a great  meafiire 
rendered  abortive  by  their  ceafing  to  import  that 
commodity,  a feheme  was  concerted  by  the  miniftry 
with  the  Eall  India  company,  and  an  ad  paifed  en- 
abling and  encouraging  them  to  tranfport  and  v^nd 
their  tea  in  the  colonies.  Aware  of  the  danger  of 
giving  fuccefs  to  this  infiduous  manoeuvre,  and  of  per- 
mitting a precedent  of  taxation  thus  to  be  edablifhed 
among  us,  fay  they,  various  methods  were  tried  to 
elude  the  {Iroke.  The  people  of  Bofion,  then  ruled 
by  a governour,  whom,  as  well  as  his  prcdcccfiTor, 

Sir  Francis  Bernards,  all  America  confiders  as  her 
enemy,  were  extremely  embarafied.  The  (hips  which 
had  arrived  with  the  tea  were,  by  his  management, 

prevented 
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prevented  from  returning.  The  duties  would -have 
bocu  paid;  the  cargoes  landed  and  expofed-to fale; 
a -gKvernour’s  influence  would  have  procured  and 
protected  many  pui chafers.  While  the  town  -was 
fufpended  by  deliberations  on  this  fubjeft.'the  tea 
was  deftroyed.  But:  fui)pofing,  fay  - the  colonifts^  a 
trefpafs  was  committed,  and  the  proprietors  of  the 
tea  entitled  to. damages;  the  courts: of  law  were  open, 
and  judges  appointed  by  the  crown  prcfided  in  them, 
The  Eaft  India  company,  however,  did  not  think  .pro- 
per, to  commence  any  fuits,  nor  did  they  even  demand 
iUtisfa£Hon  either  from  individuals,  or  from  the  com- 
jnunity  in  general.  The  miniftry  officioufly  made 
the  cafe  their  own,-  and  the  great  council  of  the 
nation  defeended  to.  intermeddle  •with  private  pro- 
perty. Divers  papers,  letters,  and  other  unamhenti- 
cated  ex  parte  evidence,  were  laid  before  them;  nei- 
ther the.perfons  who  deftroyed  the  tea,  nor  the  peo- 
,ple:of  Bofton,' were  called  upon  to  anfwcr  the  com- 
. plaints.  The  raiuifti  y being  incenfed  in  being  difap- 
. pointed  in  a favourite  fchenne,  were  determined  to  re- 

• cur  from  the  little  arts  offineflre,  to  open  force  and 
•unmanly  violence.  The  port  of  Bofton  was  blocked 
up  by  aflcct,  and  an  army  placed  in  the  town.  Their 
trade  was  to  be  fufpe.ncjed,  and  thoufands  reduced  to 

• the  nccefTiry  of  gaining  fubfiftance  from  charity*  till 
they  fhould  fubrait  to  pafs  under  the  yoke,  and  confenc 
to  become  flaves,  by  conft  fling  the  omnipotence  of 
parliament,  and  acquiefeing  in  whatever  difpofltion 
they  might  think  proper  to  make  of  their  own  lives 

' and  properties.  ' . » 

; Having  reprefented  this  ftate  of  fa^ls,  they  then 
warmly  exclaim,  Eet  juftice  and  hura-anity  ceafe  to  be 
I the  boafl  of  your  nation  ! Confult  your  hiftory,  'exa- 
mine your  records  of  former  tranfafHods;' nay, 'turn 

to 
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the  aanak  of  the  many  arbitrary  dates  and  kingdoms 
that:  furround  you,  and  £hew  us  a finglc  inftancc  of 
men  beiug  condemned  tb-  fuffer  for  imputC'd  crimes, 
unheard,  unqueftioned,  and  without  escnthe  fpccious 

fonnaliiy  of  a trialj  and  too^  % a iaw  made  ’ exprefsly 
for  the  purpofe,  and  had  no  cxiftence  at  the  time  that 
thefaft  was  committed.  ' If  it  ^be  difficult  to  recon- 
cile tiitfe  proceedings  to  the  genius" and  femper  of 
your  laws  and  conilttiition,  the  talk  wilitbecome  more 
arouous  when  we  call  upon  our  minifterial  enemies, 
to  iidtify  condemning  men  untried,'  and  by  hear  fay, 
but  involving  the  innocent  in  one  common  punilhment 
with,  the  guilty,  and  for  the  aft  of  thirty  or  forty,  to 
bring  poverty,  didrefs,  and  calamity  on  thirty  ihoufand 
ieols,  and  thole  not  your  enemies,  but  your  friends, 
brethren,  and  fellow  citizens.  They  make  ufe  of 
feveral  utlier  arguments  and' topics,  which  they  urge 
home  with,  ah  the  force  of  language  and  warm  zeal, 
and  the  impariial  world  in  fome  ages  hence,  when  the 
•mid  of  prejudice  is  removed  from  their  eyes,  will  be 
obliged  to  confefs  that  there  is  much  reafbn  in  what 
they  fay;  What  has  greatly  darkened  this  comro- 
Terfy  betwea  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  is  the 
difference  of  political  reafoning  on'  different  fides  of 
the  quedion.  The ' advocates  for  -the  dominion  of 
'parliament,  draw  their  arguments  from  raydical  fub- 
tlcties,  grounded  upon  obfelete  laws  that  were  .never 
conditutional,  and  which  few,  unlefs ' men  leanied  in 
the  law,  can  underdand.  From  thefc  they  draw  pofi- 
tive  coneluGons,  as  if  their  firft-  principles  were  lelf- 
evident,  and  concede  that  nothing- except  obdinacy, 
or  real  want  of  underdanding,  can  hinder  ail  otliers 
from  perceiving  the  judnefs' oft  their  arguments. 

The  colonies  ' and  their  friends  : edabiidt  their 
ftrgUihetacs'  opon ' cotampa  leafe>..aiid  the  condutuV 
t.s  tion^ 
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tional  laws  of  the  cmpjrt,  which,  as  they  arc 
plain  and  felf-evidont,  are  calculated  to  all 

naiads  that  are  not  warped  by  prejudice,  or  biased 
by  private  hitcreft. 

. There  is  no  queflion  but  men’s  prejudices  and  in- 
tercfts  are  concerned  on  both  fidcs,  but  the  extrenoc 
appears  to  be  more  on  the  one  fide  than  the  other, 
provided  we  confine  our  views  to  the  evitfence  upon 
the  face  of  the  arguments.  The  rights  of  raankiad 
are  not  myfierics  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a few, 
as  articles  of  faith  are  in  fome  countries,  but  like  the 
common  falvaiioo,  are  expofed  to  the  view  of  every 
individual  pcrfon,  and  the  privilege  of  all  to  know,  as 
well  as  to  enjoy.  When  dofhines  of  (late  are  (6 
deep,  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  men  of  commoil 
Underftanding,  they  are  not  fit  to  be  put  in  pradice. 
Whatfoever  men  are  bound  to  obey  ought  fii  (I  to  be 
made  a plain  objefl  of  their  underftanding,  otherwHe 
obedience  is  not  a reafonable  fervice.  All  honeft 
men  win  ever  defire  to  have  thofe  defigns  they  pro* 
fefs  to  be  for  the  good  of  fociety,  made  as  maaifeft 
to  the  members  thereof  as  polfible,  and  will  never 
want  to  impofe  their  authority,  except  under  the  di« 
vine  light  of  reafon  and  truth.  / 

But  it  will  be  necelTary  to  take  a view  of  the  mst- 
aagement  at  home,  which  gave  rife  to  this  fpiritcd  and 
violent  oppofition  of  the  colonies.  This  viill  natu* 
rally  lead  us  to  take  a view  of  the  arguments  madeule 
-of  by  the  parties  at  home  in  fupport  of  the  difterent 
fides  of  the  queftion  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
|t  has  often  been  affirmed  by  people  at  home,  that 
the  coionifts  deduced  their  arguments  from  fpeeches 
made  in  the  parliament  of  Briiain,  apd  from  writings 
fent  from  this  country  to  America^ . Upon  this  fup- 
pofitioD,  the.  patriots  as  they.  ^ro.'Cidl^  in.  derifioq, 
!.  arc 
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arc  principally  blamed  for  the  oppofitiofl  and  ref 
ilftancc  which  the  coionills  ha?e  made.  But  fuch  as 
confider  their  petitions,  rcfolvcs,  and  apologies  impar- 
tially, will  Iboo  perccire  that  they  needed  no  -flif- 
tance  from  the  mother  coutury,  m any  matter  of  argu- 
ment. There  is  a clcarnefs  and  prcciilon  in  thei^ 
Writings,  united  with  a warm  zeal  tor  truth  and  liber- 
ty, that  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  of  thefc  vena! 
performances  - which  have  been  publilhcd  againft 
them.  In  feme  fuwre  ’ period  of  time,  when  men 
read  this  controverfy  With  calm  impartiality,  they  wiBi 
give  judgment  freely  on  the  fide  of  the  colonifts,  anti 
Hand  in  amazemcnt'that  there  fhould  have  been  the 
fihatleft  dilute  in  a cafe  fo  clear  and  obvious.  ' 

‘ The  ftaie  of  parties  were  this  year  ranch  the  faittt 
as  before,  except  that  the  general  ftrength  of  the  op- 
polition  was  much”dcclincd.  The  Rockingham  party 
continued  unbroken,  and  confidently  purfued  its  firR 
original  line  of  public  condufl.  Though  it  was  often 
overpowered  by  nuihbcrs,  itnotwithdandingcoutinued 
formidable,  and  gave  fomc  fevcrc  checks  to  the  pre*, 
vailing  influence  of  the  court.  The  fame  difference 
of  opinion  and  affe£tions,  and  the  fame  occafional 
union  among  others,  took  place  between  them  and^ 
that  pany  which  was  attached  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 
This  appearance  of  the  want  of  true  union,  very  much 
enfeebled  the  oppofition. 

While  matters  were  in  this  fituation  at  home,  an  in- 
cident took  place  which  kindled  into  a volcnt  flame^ 
of  difeontent  and  rage  in  the  colonies.  The  infigni-' 
ficant  duty  of  threepence  the  pound  on  tea,  which  \ 
had  been  fingiyieft  behind  in  the  year  1770,  when 
all  other  anicles  cnamcrated  in  the  fame  b'dl,  for  the 
purpofc  of  raifing  a revenue,  had  been  repealed,  was 
now  determined  to  be  made  the  fatal  banc  of  conten- 
' tioa 
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tion  betw.cen  the  irjother  cfmntr3tj  ,^d,her,  ,c;p)pnLcs- 
it  had  beeaforetoJd  by  thofc  who  .(Irugglcd  ^hard  fer 
the  repeal  of  the  wfhole,  and  whoj^jyyays  declared,  a? 
gainft  every  notion pf  an  int^rq4lta*;j^iQa of  Aipecicaj 
that  the  leaving  ofpne  duty,  and^  the.-  difchairgog  pf 
the  others,  could  anfwcr  no.  oth^r,  pprppfp  {than  ^ho 
leflening  of  that  fcanty  revepu^,  w;hich  ._,W4§  ^fGafcely 
fufficieut,  in  its  whole  apioviai,,  ip^ anfwcr;  the  e;ti>enco 
of  the  colledtion;  ihatby  thjs  meims,  inftead.of  .pfpfij^ 
a new  charge  to  fupplyjhe  deficiency  would  ht  throwtt 
upon  the  ftatc  at  uome,  while, ^hthe;  other  eviU^^wbieh 
were  then  acknowledged  aa^thc  luotiyes  of^a^partial 
repeal,  would  oe  .continued  in  t^jfjUimpft  cwcpti 
Thefe  political  prfdi<fl  ops  itt 
haye  a icaHoundauoii,  aud  .y(Me..bu{.40o  yerijped 
by  ^after  cyei.ts,  Tue  difeontM^  of_  the^xp!^ 

' epereafed  fro, ra  th?  meafure^so^f  gpyprhmenr,  and  aa 
univerfal  fpirit  p(  oppofirion.  to  the,  tea  j aft,  preyaijed, 
among  tlfc.nt  all. . 1 be  meafurcs^oF  the . uiiniAry,,  and, 
the  prevailing 'party  ip  pariiatpent,  ,fo,  irritated  the, 
c'ploniltSjlhat  they  formed,  the  plTociatjon  which*  haa. 
been  already  mentipned,  and  pa%d  die  fpirired  refo- 
lutions  which  have  been" taken  notice  of,  to  (hew  thc„ 
ininiftry  ttiaMliby  'were'ndt  ready  to  comply  with  fuch^ 
unreaFonable  demands.  , ,ln  ,this  ftAte  of  afFaira  there  j 
was  one  thing  whiqK  greatly,  increafed  the  divifipn  be- 
tween the  motlier  country  and,  th?  colonillsj  ,th‘c  go-  ,' 
vernours  of  Hipft  pf  ihe<olonies,pnd  the  peppl?,  w^e 
in  a continual  ftate  of  warfare  i ^nd  fuch  , was  the.  op-.. 
pTofuion  between  them,  that  tyhap  lbe.poc;  propofedf^e . 
pdicrs  were  al,\yays  deterrainea  to  ^contradift. It  hasi 
been  generally  believed  that,  this  pvU  had  its  rife  a_c  j 
home  in  the  mother  country,  and  that  the  goyerroura.. 
had  their  infirufliops  hoW  to  behave  from  the 
, which  they  fcrvilcly  executed, 
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fidering  either  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  commands, 
or  the  temper  of  the  colonies.  It  is,  however,  mani- 
feft,  and  fad  experience  has  proved,  that  the  gover- 
nours  have  not  underftood,  or  they  have  willfully  per- 
verted the  (late  of  the  colonies  in  their  accounts 
thereof  to  the  miniftry ; for  it  is  hardjy  poITiblc  that; 
government  would  have  proceeded  fo  far’as  they  have 
done,  provided  they  had  not  received  falfe  informa- 
tion from  their  fervants.  The  variances jbetween  the 
governoufs  and  the  people  put  aa  end  tp  all  regular 
proceedings; "the  affemblies  were  repeatedly  called^ 
and  fuddenly  diflblyed.  When  they  were  fitting  they 
Were  employed  in  repeating  grievances,  aqd  framing 
reraon(]:rainces,  and  in  the  midft  of  their  difputcs  .new, 
matters  fprung  up,  befides  the  duty  on  tea  and  the. 
cuflom-houfe,  which  CQcreafed  the  general  difeon- 
tem.  A meafure  which  had  been  lately  adopted  of 
rendering  the  governours  and  judges  dependent  on 
the  crown,  by  having  their  falaries  paid  by  govern- 
rnent,  and  to  be  removed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  fov- 
creign,  gave  the  colonies  great  offence.  They  con- 
fidered  this  meafure  as  an  attempt  of  thp  crown  to, 
render  all  offices  of  government  fubfervient  tp  arbitra-. 
ry  purpofes,  that  they  might  employ  them  at  their, 
pleafure  to  fupprefs  the  liberties  of  the  people^, 

■Whether  this  was  the  defign  of  government  or  not, ^ 
itW’is  certainly  the  opinion  of  the  colonifls  conceni- 
iug  this  meafure.  In  an  ordinary  courfc  of  affairs  it 
would  probably  have  been  over  looked,  but  in  fiich  a . 
violent  coUiflon  of  parties  it  was  the  mean  of  kindling 
a moll  violent  flame  of  oppofition  and  refentment. 

It  is  not  to  be  cxpefled  in  fuch  a llate  of  agitation, 
when  the  laws  were  in  a great  meafure  fulpended, . 
and  men  left  to  purfue  the  dictates  of  their  paffions 
and  refentment,  that  every  thing  would  proceed  in  an 
D d d orderly 
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orderly  courfe,  confident  with  right  reafon  and  true 
jullice.  The  Gafpee,  an  armed  fchooner,  had  been  lla- 
tioned  acRhode-Wand  toprcveni  fmuggling,  for  which 
that  place  had  been  remarkable  ; the  vigilance  of  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  veffel  fo  enraged  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  boarded  her  at  midnight  to  the  amount 
of  two  hundred  armed  men,  and  after  wounding  the 
commander,  and  forcing  him  and  hh  people  to  go  a- 
fiiore,  fet  fire  to  the  fchooner.  This  greatly  incenfetf 
the  government,  and  a reward  of  500 1.  together  with 
a pardon  if  claimed  by  an  accomplice,  was  offered  for 
difco'vering  and  apprehending  any  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  this  atrocious  aft.  But  no  effeftual  dif- 
covery  was  made.  This  daring  aft  of  fome  fmugglers 
was,  by  the  courtiers,  imputed  to  the  whole  colony, 
though  fome  as  daring  adventures  have  been  perform- 
ed in  the  mother  country,  without  being  cOftfidered 
as  the  aft  and  deed  of  a whole  province.  It  has  been 
obferved  in  this  hiftory,  that  many  of  the  captains  of 
veffels,  that  were  fent  upon  this  office  of  preventing" 
fmuggling,  were  often  ignorant  of  their  duty,  and  ex- 
ceedingly arbitrary  in  their  behaviour,  which  tended 
much  to  irritate  the  people,  and  to  ffir  them  up  to  ac- 
tions which,  in  ordinary  cafes,  were  far  from  their 
th  iUghts.  - And  it  is  probable  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  of  this  fort  that  gave  occafion  to  this  outrage. 

Before  matters  came  to  fuch  a crifis  as  they  did 
afterwards,  a very  flrangc  and  extraordinary  accident 
happened,  which  revived  with  double  force  all  the  ill 
temper  and  animofity  that  had  fubfifted  between  the' 
government  and  the  people,  in  the  province  of  Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay.  This  was  a difeovery  and  publication 
of  fome  confidential  letters,  which  had  been  written 
during  the-  courfc  of  the  unhappy  difputes  with  the 
mother  country,  by  the  then  governour,  and  deputy 

governour, 
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governour,  to  the  miuiftry  of  England.  Thefe  letters 
contained  a very  unfavourable  reprefentation  of  the 
ftatc  of  affairs,  the  temper  and  difpofuion  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  view’s  of  the  leaders  in  that  province  j 
and  tended  to  fhewr,  not  only  the  necelTity  of  the  mod 
coercive  meafures,  but  that  even  a very  confiderable 
change  of  the  conftitution,  and  fyftcm  of  government 
was  neceflary,  to  infotce  the  obedience  of  the  colony. 
Thefe  letters  had  been  fent  by  Governor  Hutehinfon 
privately  and  in  confidence  j but  the  people  of  the  co- 
lony infilled,  that  they  were  evidently  intended  to  in- 
fluence government,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  fhown 
to  fuch  perfons  as  had  an  intereft  in  preferring  their 
privileges.  Upon  the  death  of  a gentleman,  in  whofe 
polfelTion  thefe  letters  happened  to  be  lodged,  they, 
by  fonie  means  which  arc  not  yet  known,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  agent  to  the  colony  of  MalTachufeti’s- 
Bay,  who  immediately  transferred  them  to  the  aifem- 
bly  of  that  province,  which  was  then  fitting  at  Bof- 
ton. 

The  indignation  and  rage  which  thofe  letters  ex- 
cited on  the  one  fide,  and  the  confufion  on  the  other, 
neither  need,  nor  can  admit  of  defeription.  The  peo- 
ple found  themfclves  mifreprefented  and  betrayed,  by 
one  whom  they  imagined  bound  in  duty  to  fupport 
their  intereft,  and  perceived  that  the  late  meafures  of 
government  had  proceeded  from  falfe  information, 
that  had  beep  given  by  their  governour,  and  lieutenant 
governour. 

In  the  frenzy  of  rage  and  refentment  which  thefe 
letters  occafioned,  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  pafled 
many  violent  refolutions.  .The  letters  w’ere  prefented 
to  the  council,  under  the  ftri^left  injunftions  from  the 
reprefentatives,  that  the  perfons  who  were  to  Ihew 
them,  fliould  not  by  any  means  fuffer  them,  even  for. 
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a moment*,  out  of  their  own  immediate  hands.  This 
alFront  to  the  governour  was  adopted  by  the  council  j 
and  npor  his  requiring  to  examine  the  letters  that 
were  attributed  to  him,  thereby  to  acknowledge  them 
if  they  were  genuine,  or  difapprove  them  if  they  were 
fpurious,  that  board,  under  the  pretence  of  this  re- 
ftriftion,  refufed  to  deliver  them  into  his  hands,  but 
fent  a committee  to  open  them  before  him,  that  he 
might  examine  the  hand  writing.  To  this  indig- 
nity he  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  as  well  as  to  the  mor- 
tification of  acknowledging  the  fignature  that  wa? 
affixed  to  them. 

The  colony  of  Maflachufetts-Bay  was  fufficiently 
irritated  before,  and  needed  no  new  fuel  to  encrcafc 
the  flame  of  their  refentment. — Thefe  letters  pufhed 
them  on  to  meafurcs  of  the  mod:  fpirited  nature;  the 
houfe  of  aflembly  pafled  a petition  and  remonftrance 
to  his  majefty,  in  which  they  charged  the  governour, 
and  lieutenant-governour,  with  being  betrayers  of 
their  trufts,  and  of  the  people  they  governed  ; of 
giving  private,  partial,  and  falfe  information ; declar., 
cd  them  enemies  to  the  colony,  and  prayed  for  juflice 
againft  them;  and  for  their  fpeedy  removal  from  their 
places.  Such  were  the  difeontent,  and  fo  weak  were 
the  powers  of  government  in  that  aflembly,  that  thofe 
charges,  with  many  others,  were  carried  by  a majori- 
ty of  82  to  12. 

• The  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  (hips  with  the  exe- 
crated tea  approaching,  when  the  new  plan  of  taxa- 
tion was  to  have  been  put  in  execution,  the  people 
alTembled  in  different  parts  in  great  bodies,  and  pro- 
ceeded  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  feemed  mod  cffeftual 
to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  cargoes.  The  con- 
fignees,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Ead-India 
company  to  receive  the  tea,  were  obliged  in  mod 
' places 
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places  to  give  up  their  appointment,  find  to  enter  in., 
to  public . engagements  not  to  aft  in  that  capacity. 
Committees  were  appointed  by  the  people  in  different 
towns  and  provinces,  whom  they  inverted  with  fuch 
powers  as  they  fuppofed  themfdves  authorized  to 
give.  They  were  impoweredto  infpeft  the  books  of 
merchants,  to  propofe  terts,  to  punirti  thofe  they  ebn- 
fidered  to  be  contumacious,  by  the  dangerous  pre- 
feription  of  declaring  them  enemies  to  their  country, 
and  to  affemble  the  people  when  they  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary.  Their  power  was,  in  one  word,  as  indefinite 
as  the  authority  under  which  they  afted.  The  affera- 
blies  which  were  held  on  thefe  occafions,  were  fre- 
quently violent  and  harty  in  their  refolutions ; their 
paffions  were  warm,  and  they  did  not  wait  long  to  de- 
liberate what  they  were  to  do.  The  greatert  part 
of  their  refolutions  were  exceedingly  derogatory  to 
the  fupreme  legiflature ; government  had  now  loft 
their  affeftion  and  they  paid  the  governours  no  honour 
nor  regard.  This  will  always  be  the  cafe  when  rulers 
themfdves  tranfgrefs  the  laws,  by  fubftituting  power 
in  the  place  of  julVice,  without  regarding  the  natural 
and  fundamental  rtatutes  of  the  compaft  between  the 
governours,  and  the  governed.  When  the  people, 
by  the  tyranny  and  mifmanagement  of  governours, 
are  driven  back  to  a ftate  of  nature,  rulers  muft  ex- 
peft  that  they  will  ufe  their  natural  powers,  in  fnch 
a manner  as  bert  fuits  their  inclination  or  advantage. 
The  fame  reafon  that  makes  princes  keep  ftanding 
armies  in  the  time  of  peace,  makes  the  people 
ufe  their  natural  powers  on  particular  occafions. 
Both  are  intended  for  the  fupport  of  rights  which 
each  party  lays  claim  to,  and  which  they  confider  it 
jkirt  to  maintain, 
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The  colonifts  were  at  this  time  greatly  inflamed,  a$ 
ihey  had  been  for  fome  time  pad,  not  only  by  ^he 
treatment  of  government,  but  by  inflamatory  writings, 
which  were  publifhed  by  fome  zealous  perfons  irj  the 
opppfition.  From  the  time  that  the  riot  happened 
at  Rhode-Ifland,  till  the  pafling  of  the  Bofton  Port- 
bill,  almoft  all  things  tended  to  bring  matters  to  a 
crifis.  The  public  news  papers  were  made  vehicles 
of  conveyance,  to  tranfinit  to  different  parties  the 
fentiments  of  thofe  on  their  fide,  and  were  frequent- 
ly filled  with  as  much  rancour  as  argument.  In  the 
peaceful  colony  ofPhiladelphia,  longcclebrated  for  the 
excellency  of  its  police,  and  the  temperate  and  pla- 
cid manners  of  its  inhabitants,  primed  papers  were 
difperfed,  warning  the  pilots  on  the  Delaware  not  to 
condiifi  any  of  the  tea  fliips  that  were  exptflcd  into 
the  harbour,  which  were  only  lent  out  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  enflaying  and  poifoning  all  America  j at  the 
fame  time,  giving  tltem  plainly  to  underdand  it  wa? 
expeffed,  that  they  woqld  apply  ihcir  knowledge  of 
the  river,  under  the  colour  of  their  profeflion,  in  fuch 
a manner  as  would  effeflually  fecurc  their  country 
from  the  danger  with  which  it  was  threatened.  A 
fimilar  publication  made  its  appearance  at  New-York, 
wherein  the  tea  diips  were  reprefented  as  loaded 
with  fetters,  forged  inBritain,  to  bind  the  colonids 
in  davery ; and  vengeance  was  denounced  againd  all 
perfons  who  fliould  dare,  in  any  manner,  to  introduce 
thofe  chains.  All  the  colonies  feemed  indantly  tq' 
have  united  in  this  point. 

The  town  of  Bodon,  which  had  been  fo  long  ob- 
noxious to  government,  was  the  feene  of  the  firfl: 
outrage.  What  rendered  the  people  of  that  town 
more  violent  in  oppofition  to  landing  the  tea,  it  was 
configned  to  a fon  of  Governour  Hutch'ifon,  whofe  - 
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letters  had  mifreprefented  them,  and  enraged  the  go- 
Vernnient  againft  them.  They  percdved  a monopoly 
formed  in  favour  of  very  obnoxious  perfons,  and  with 
adclign  ofconfirming  a moft  odious  tax.  When  three 
Hups  laden  with  tea  arrived  in  that  port,  the  mailers 
were  frightened  into  a concelfion,  that  if  the  perfons 
to  whom  the  tea  was  conligned,  the  board  of  culloms, 
and  the  Fort  of  Caltle  William,  would  permit,,  they 
Would  return  with  their  cargoes  .'to  England.  But 
they  could  not  fulfil  their  promife,  for  the  conlignees 
refuTed  to  difcharge  the  captains  from  the  obligations 
under  which  they  were  chartered  for  the  delivery  of 
their  cargoes;  the  cullom-boufe  refufed  them  a 
clearance,  and  the  governour  to  grant  them  a 
palTport  for  clearing  the  fort.  The  people  of  the 
towneafily  perceived,  that  as  the  Uiips  lay  fo  near,  ic 
would  be  impoffible  ■ to  hinder  the  tea  from  being 
Tanded  by  degrees,  notwitlillanding  any  guard  they 
could  keep,  or  meafures  they  could  take  to  prevent, 
it;  and  they  uuderfl:ood,!that  if  once  it  was  landed, 
nothing  could  prevent  its  being  difpofed  of,  and  therc-^ 
by  the  purpofe  of  ellal^Iifliing  a monopoly,  and  raifing 
a revenue  would  be  accOinpIilhcd.  To  prevent  tliis 
confequence,  which'the  people  confidered  as  the  molt 
dangerous,  a number  of  armed  men,  under  the  dif- 
gnife  of  Mohawk  Indians,  boarded  the  Chips,  and  ia 
a Ihort  time,  diTcharged  their  cargoes  of  tea  into  .the 
Tea,  without  doing  any  other  damage,  or  oiTering  any 
injury  to  the  captains, or  their  crews.  It  appears 
fomewhatftrange,  that  the  government,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, the  Fort  of  Caftle  William,  and  armed  flilps  in* 
the  harbour,  were  totally  iuaftive  on  this  occafion. 
Some  fmallcr  quantities  of  tea  were  thrown  into  the 
lea  at  Boflon  and  Carolina;  but  in  general  the  coin- 
millioncrs  for  the  Tale  of  that  commodity,  were  o- 
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bliged  to  give  Up  their  employment,  and  none  diirft 
’receive  the  cargoes  that  were  configntd  to  thcirii 
The  maflers  of  veflels,  from  thefc  circuiaftanccs,  as 
tvell  from  the  knowledge  of  their  danger,  and  rhe  de- 
termined refolution  of  the  people,  readily  corrriied 
tvith  the  terms  that  Were  preferibed,  of  return- 
ing to  England,  without  entangling  thcttifelvcs 
with  any  entry  at  the  cuftora  houfes.  There  w^as 
fome  tea  landed  at  New-York,  under  the  cannon  of 
a man  of  war  j but  the  government  were  obliged  to 
confent  to  its  being  locked  up  from  ufe,  and  the  con- 
lignees  durfl;  not  expofe  it  to  fale.  Such  was  the 
iffue  of  this  tea  fcheme,  which  was  foolifh  in  its  con- 
trivance, aud  unfuccefsful  in  its  execution}  a fcheme 
which  no  wife  man  would  have  bejjun,  and  no  good 
man  would  have  chofen  to  execute.  Ages  to  come 
will  look  upon  the  hiftory  of  this  tranfaftion  ip  the 
fight  of  fable,  and  will  fcarcely  be  able  to  believe, 
that  in  an  age  renowned  for  knowledge  in  arts  and 
policy,  fuch  inftances  of  folly  and  madnefs  could  have 
exifted.  The  deflroying  of  this  tea,  was  undoubtedly 
an  unwarrantable  aft  of  outrage,  for  which  the  aftors 
are  much  to  be  blamed,  and  deferred  to  have  been 
punifhtdj  but  it  is  fcarcely  chargeable  with  as  much 
folly,  as  the  aft  which  appointed  the  tea  to  be  fent  to 
Bofton,  and  the  other  parts  of  America.  It  is  plain 
that  it  could  neither  bring  a revenue  to  the  gbyern- 
ment,  nor  ready  money  to  the  proprietors'}  and  feems 
only  to  have  been  fent  to  provoke  the  outrage  “which 
happened,  that  government  might  have  fome  plaufible 
reafon  of  falling  out  with  the  colonies,  and  for  fend- 
ing an  armed  force  to  curb  the  fpirit  of  liberty  which 
prevailed  among  them.  In  times  of  corruption,  w^n 
bad  men  are  in  pofleflion  of  power,  it  almoft  alwa}  ?l 
happens  that  a fpirit  of  freedom  is  ap  eye-fore  to 
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t-lilcrs,  which  Aey  interpret  into  the  Cgtiificaiwn  of 
faftion,  and  in  process  of  tinier  work  up  into  the  form 
of  rebellion,  that  they  may  hat^e  fomc  handle  to  pro- 
ceed againft  it,  and  if  poffiblc,  to  crufh  what  they  fo 
heartily  abhor.  Bat  in  the  hiilory  of  nations  it  does 
hot  once  appear  rfiat  ever  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  attend- 
ed with  virtue,  was  fubdued  or  overcome.  Licentiouf- 
nefs  will  always  end  in  ruin,  and  will  never  fail  to 
bring  nations  to  deftruflion ; but  while  righteoufnefs 
prevails,  it  will  be  impoffible  ro  ruin  them,  for  there- 
by they  will  be  exalted.  It  would  be  of  fervtce  to 
politicians  to  confider  attentively  the  progrefs  of  fo- 
Ciety,  and  the  means  by  which  empires  have  rifen  and 
fallen  ; it  would  help  them  to  form  their  fchemes  with 
more  diferetion,  and  prevent  them  falling  into  danger- 
ous extremes. 

When  the  parliament  alTemblcd  upon  the  13th  of 
January,  it  was  expefted  that  fome  notice  Would  have 
been  taken  of  the  difturbances  in  America,  but  con- 
cerning that  fubjeft  there  was  a perfeft  fiiencC.  No- 
thing was  done  in  parliament  with  regard  to  Ameri- 
can affairs  till  the  yth  of  March,  when  difpatches  ar- 
rived with  an  account  of  deftroying  the  tea  at  Bofton. 
This  information  arrived  a few  days  after  the  queftion 
on  the  Grenville  bill  was  carried.  The  minifter  be- 
ing defeated  in  that  queftion  felt  hisfpirits  in  a ft^e 
of  agitation,  which  were  far  from ‘ being  foothed  by 
the  news  from  Bofton.  This  difagrccable  intelligence 
occafioned  a meffage  from  the  throne  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  wherein  appeared  the  greateft  anxiet)’, 
andthewarmeft  zeal.  This  meffage  fee 'forth,  that 
Unwarrantable  praftices  were  carried  on  in  North- 
America,  and  that  violent  proceedings  had  lately  been 
purfued  at  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  with  a view 
of  obftrufling  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  upon 
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grounds  and  pretences  immediately  fubrerfive  of  ks 
conftitution.  It  was  alfo  fignified  that  his  majedy  con- 
fided in  his  parliament  for  the  fupport  of  his  autho- 
rity, and  truded  in  their  attachment  to  the  common 
intered  and  welfare  of  his  dominions,  and  that  they 
would  not  only  enable  him  ede£lually  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  might  be  mod  likely  to  put  an  immediate 
dop  to  thefe  diforders,  but  alfo  take  into  their  con- 
dderation  what  further  regulations,  and  permanent 
prorilions,  fhculd  be  necedary  for  the  better  fecuring 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  jud  dependence 
of  the  colon  ies  upon  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
' Great-Britain. 

This  meffage  was  attended  with  a great  number  of 
papers  relating  to  the  tranfafbons  in  the  colonies^ 
containing  copies  of  extrafts  from  the  fcveral  gover- 
nours;  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces;  from 
the  admiral  in  Boll  on  harbour;  from  the  perfonsto 
whom  the  tea  had  been  configned;  to  one  of  the 
ring-leaders  of  the  faflion  in  Bodon,  with  the  votes 
and  refolves  of  the  town  previous  to  the  landing  of 
the  tea,  and  narratives  of  the  tranfaftions  which  fol- 
lowed that  event;  a petition  from  the  confignees  tq 
I the  council  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  praying  that  their 
perfons  and  property  might  be  taken  under  the  pro- 
- te£fion  of  government,  with  the  refufal  of  the  coun- 
cil to  interfere  in  any  manner  of  bufinefs : a procla- 
mation ifltied  by  the  governour  to  forbid  iafliousalTem- 
blies  of  the  meetings  of  the  inhabitants;  and  the  tranf- 
aftions  of  the  Maflachufett’s  council,  condemning  the 
• meafures  of  dedroying  the  tea,  and  adviling  legal  pro- 
fecutions  againd  the  perpetrators,  none  of  whom 
were  known,  nor  were  there  any  poffibility  of  their 
difeovery.  Thefe  papers  alfo  contained  details  from 
the  different  governours,  of  all  the  tranfa£lions  refa- 
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live  to  the  tea,  which  took  place  in  their  refpeftive. 
goYemments,  from  the  firft  intelligence  of  their  being 
fhipped  in  England,  to  the  date  of  their  letters;  as 
alfo  the  threatenings,  and  prophetical  informations, 
which  had  been  often  fent  to  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  tea  was  configned  : copies  of  printed  papers,  in- 
flammatory hand  bill,  alarms,  illegal  proceedings  of 
committees,  and  extraordinary  minutes  of  council, 
had  all  been  tranfported  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  to  the 
goYcrnment  in  England,  and  were  now  laid  before 
the  parliament.  In  thcfe  papers  the  uniformity  of. 
ftile,  language  and  fentiment,  fully  difcovcred  that, 
the  colonifls  were  generally  of  the  fame  opinion,  and. 
that  not  only  the  Mailachufett’s-Bay,  but  all  America 
Were  offended  at  the  proceedings  of  the  miniffry. 

When  thefe  papers  were  laid  before  the  houfe, 
they  were  aggravated  by  minifterial  comments,  which 
fet  them  forth  in  the  molt  aitrocious  and  criminal 
point  of  view,  particularly  thofc  which  related  to  the 
cranfa£lions  of  Bofton.  In  thefe  the  conduft  of  the 
governour  was  reprcfcnted  in  the  moft  favourable, 
and  (hining  point  of  light;  to  which  was  contraffed, 
the  vicious,  fadious,  and  rebellious  behaviour  and 
difpofuion  of  the  colonies.  In  behalf  of  the  gover- 
nour it  was  faid,  that  he  had  taken  every  meafurc 
which  prudence  could  fqggeft,  or  good  policy  juftify 
for  the  fecuriry  of  the  property  of  the  Eaft-India  com- 
pany, the  fafety  of  the  confignees,  and  the  preferring 
of  order  and  quiet  in  the  town.  Every  civil  precau- 
tion, to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  that  followed  had  been 
ufed  in  vain.  His  majedy’s  council,  the  militia,  and 
the  corps  ol  cadets,  had  all  been  feperaicly  applied 
to  for  their  affiftance  in  the  prefcrvation  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  and  the  fupport  of  the  laws,  but  all  without 
cffefi;  they  refufed  or  declined  doing  their  duty.  The 
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flieriffrcad  a declaration  to  the  fiaftion  of  that  town, 
at  their  town  meeting  by  v/hich  they  were  command- 
ed to  break  up  their  illegal  affembly  ; but  the  procla- 
mation was  treated  with  the  greatelt  contempt,  and 
the  flicriflf  infultcd  in  the  groffeft  manner. 

That  he  had  it  undoubtedly  in  his  power,  by  calling 
In  the  afhdance  of  the  naval  force  which  was  >u  the 
harbour,  to  have  prevented  the  deftruftion  of  the 
tea } but  as  the  leading  men  in  Bofton  had  always  madg 
great  complaints  of  the  interruption  of  the  army  and 
navy,  and  charged  all  difturbances  of  every  fort  tQ 
their  account,  he,  with  great  prudence  and  temper^ 
ance,  determined  from  the  beginning  to  decline  a 
jneafurc  which  would  be  fo  irritating  to  the  minds  of 
the  people  ; and  might  well  have  hoped,  from  this 
confidence  in  their  conduft,  and  truft  repofed  in  the 
civil  power,  that  he  fliould  have  calmed  their  turbu- 
lence and  preferved  the  public  tranquility.  Thus, 
faid  the  miniftry,  the  people  of  Bofton  were  fairly 
tried.  They  were  left  p ^heir  ewn  cont  uft,  mtd  the 
exercife  of  their  own  judgment,  and  the  refalt  has 
given  the  lie  to  all  their  former  profeflions.  They 
are  now,  fay  they,  without  an  excufe ; and  all  the 
powers  of  government  in  that  province,  are  found  in- 
fufficient  to  prevent  the  moft  violent  outrages.  The 
loyal  and  peaceable  people  of  a mercantile  town,  as 
they  afFeft  to  be  peculiarly  confidered,  have  given  a 
notable  proof  to  the  world  of  their  juftice,  modera- 
tion, loyalty,  and  afFe^Hon  for  the  mother  country, 
by  wantonly  committing  to  the  waves  a valuable  com- 
modity, the  property  of  another  loyal  mercantile  body 
of  fubjefts  \ without  the  pretence  of  necelBty,  even 
fuppofing  that  their  oppofition  to  the  payment  of  the 
duties,  could  juftify  fuch  a plea  j as  they  had  nothing 
;o  do  but  to  adhere  to  their  own  refolution  of  non- 
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confumpiion,  efFcftually  tp  evade  the  revenue  laws. 

It  was  concluded  upon  the  whole, that  by  an  impartial 
view  of  the  papers  now  before  them,  it  would  mani- 
fellly  appear,  that  nothing  conld  be  done  by  either 
civil,  military,  or  naval  officers,  to  effcftuate  the  re- 
cftablifliment  pf  tranquility  and  order  in  that  province, 

■without  addition  of  parliamentary  powers,  to  give 
efficacy  to  their  proceedings.  That  no  perfon  em- 
ployed by  government  could,  in  an  aft,  however  com- 
mon or  legal,  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  office  or  ftation, 
without  being  exclaimed  againd  by  the  licentious,  as 
an  infringement  of  fheir  liberties.  That  it  was  the 
fettled  opinion  of  fome  of  the  wifed  men  both  in 
England  and  America,  and  thofe  the  bed  acquainted 
with  the  affairs  of  the  coloqies,  that  in  their  prefent 
date  of  government,  no  meafures  whaifoever  could 
be  purfued,  that  could,  in  any  degree,  remedy  thofe 
glaring  evils  which  is  every  day  growing  to  a more 
enormous  and  dangerops  height.  That  parliament, 
and  parliament  only,  was  capable  of  re-edabliffiing 
tranquility  among  thofe  turbulent  people,  and  of 
bringing  order  put  pf  confufion.  And  that  it  was 
therefore  incumbent  on  every  member  to  weigh  and 
confider  with  an  attention  fuitable  to  the  importance 
of  the  fubjeft,  the  purport  of  the  papers  before  them, 
and  totally  lay  all  prejudices  afide,  to  form  his  opinion 
npon  the  meafures  mod  eligible  to  be  purfued,  for 
fupportingihc  fupreme  legiflative  authority  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  great  intereds  of  the  Britilh  empire. 

This  is  the  fubdance  of  what  was  urged  by  the  mini- 
dry, when  they  prefented  the  papers.  The  grand 
pbjeft  which  the  miniftry  had  in  view,  and  which  they 
coloured  with  the  name  of  the  fupremacy  of  parlia- 
ment, was  the  fupremacy  and  dominion  of  themfeJves, 
which  they  wanted  to  edabliffi  on  the  authority  of 
parliament.  They  could  not  help  knowing,  that  if  the 
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colonifls  were  fubjefts  of  thcBritifli  empire,  that  they 
were  to  be  governed  by  the  fundamental  flatutes  of 
the  conflitution;  and  that  no  new  forms  of  govern- 
ment, or  modes  of  taxation,  could  be  admitted  in  any 
parr  of  the  Britilh  empire,  contrary  to  the  fun- 
damental laws,  without  diffolving  the  ancient  frame 
of  government,  and  bringing  the  people  again 
to  a ftate  of  nature.  The  fupremacy  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Britain  could  only  legally  and  reafonably  ex- 
tend as  far  as  thofe  places  where  its  members  repre- 
fehted,  or  to  fubjcfts  that  had  been  fettled  by  agrec- 
nrent  to  be  referred  to  their  jurifdiflion.  To  pro- 
ceed fartherwas  to  eflablifli  in  parliament  a defpotirm 
over  one  part  of  the  empire,  which  is  not  permitted 
in  other  parts,  which  few  people  will  think  rcafonablc 
Vhen  applied  to  themfelves. 

The  party  in  parliament  which  had  ftrong  prefum- 
tions  that  the  diCorders  in  the  colonies  proceeded  as 
much  from  the  mifmanagement  of  government,  as 
from  the  turbulent  temper  of  the  colonies,  propofetj 
an  examination  of  the  mealures  that  had  been  purfued 
for  fomc  time  pall,  and  that  the  conduft  of  thcfeveral 
governours,  and  the  orders  that  had  been  fent  to 
them  from  the  minidry,  fliould  be  examined.  Thi^ 
was  a very  fair  and  reafonablc  propofal,  which  honed 
inen  could  not  decently  refufe.  But  the  miniftry 
ftrongly  oppofed  all  retrofpeft  views  of  their  pad  con- 
duft,  alledging  that  it  only  tended  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  would  exafperate  then\  more 
againd  government.  The  bufinefs  they  faid  was  ucr 
gent  and  important,  and  required  a fpeedy  difeuflion ; 
and  that  in  the  enquiry,  fome  great  and  important 
points  would  come  under  their  conflderation.  Par- 
ticularly, is  America  any  longer  to  be  dependent  on 
this  country  ? How  far  is  it  to  be  connefled  f In 
Vhat  degree?  Itmight  be  a great  quedion.  Whether 
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the  colonies  (hould  not  be  given  up?  But  if  this 
queftion  is  decided  in  the  negative,  then  it  would  be 
neceflary  to  examine  in  what  manner  their  fubordi- 
nation  fltould  be  preferved,  and  the  authority  of  this 
country  inforced  ? Thefe  points  required  the  moft 
ferious  inveftigation,  in  which  the  retrofped  recora- 
tnended  would  be  unneceffaxy,  and  perhaps  danger- 
ous, as  encouraging  thofe  whom  it  was  the  bufinefs 
of  parliament,  by  every  means,  to  reduce  to  obedi- 
ence. This  method  of  reafoning  was  fophiftical  and 
delufory ; for  it  fuggefted  that  there  were  no  other 
methods  of  conciliating  the  affeflions  of  the  colonies, 
and  fecuring  their  dependence  on  the  mother  country, 
except  thofe  that  were  calculated  to  fupport  the 
dominion  of  the  miniftry,  and  fecure  them  and  their 
friends  in  their  places  and  pcnfions.  Inftead  of  any  of 
thofe  queftions  which  have  been  mentioned,  it  might 
perhaps  have  been  much  better  for  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  nation,  and  the  fupreme  legillature, 
never  to  have  called  their  authority  in  queftion,  but 
to  have  proceeded  to  reverfe  the  laws  complained  of, 
and  to  reflify  thofe  falfc  fteps  of  government  which 
had  occafioned  the  prefent  difeontents.  It  has  almoft 
been  the  cafe  in  all  ages,  with  all  empires  and  govern- 
ments, that  have  as  yet  exifted,  that  their  power  and 
authority  were  never  called  in  queftion,  till  they  began 
to  ftretchthem  beyond  their  juft  bounds;  and  then  by 
making  new  ftatutes  to  inforce  the  power,  they  fuggeft- 
, ed  reafons  of  doubt  whether  they  were  poflelTed  of 
any  fuch  authority.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  had 
'the  miniftry  purfued  the  advice  given  them  by  the 
minority,  and  made  fuch  a reformation  as  the  nature 
jof  the  fubjeft  required,  that  we  fliould  riot  have  heard 
of  the  independency  of  America  for  a century  to 
come. 

Many  plaufiblc,  but  fclfifli  arguments,  w'crc  ufed  by 

- ■ - . -the 

Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF 


49^ 


A.  D.  1^4; 


the  miniftry  to  incenfe  the  nation  againfl  the  colonies,’ 
but  the  ftrongeft,  and  which  had  mod  efFeft,  was,  that 
our  trade  to  America  would  ceafe  to  exift,  if  the  flag- 
rant oatrage  at  Boflon  fhould  pafs  unpnnilhed.  B/ 
ftrong  reprefentations  of  this  e?il,  the  people  begaa 
to  be  inflamed  againfl  the  colonifls,  and  in  the  time 
of  this  artificial  fermentation,  the  rainiftry  puftied  ott 
their  fchemes  of  coercion  and  violence  with  the  great- 
eft  rapidity.  They  knfewthe  minority  would  not  choofe 
to  refill  in  exprefs  terms,  what  was  fo  pofitively  affirm- 
ed to  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  or  if  they 
did, they  would  foon  lofe  all  their  popularity;  they 
therefore  made  the  beft  of  this  opportunity  to  carry 
their  points  in  the  hoUfe  of  commons;  By  carrying 
the  vote  of  addrefs  to  the  king,  giving  him  thanks  for 
the  communication  of  the  papers  that  had  been  laid 
before  the  houfe,  the  miniftry  gained  a great  advan- 
tage ; for  they  found  by  the  difpofitlon  of  the  houfcy 
which  was  ftrongly  againft  taking  any  rctrofpeft  view 
of  things  paft,  that  they  would  confine  themfelves  ta 
the  mere  behaviour  of  the  Americans,  The  violence 
of  the  colonifts  was  manifeft  and  indifpUtable,  and 
while  no  other  reafons  were  produced  except  what 
appeared  in  the  face  of  their  aflions,  it  was  the  moffi 
likely  thing  in  the  world,  that  any  propofition  againft 
them  would  be  carried.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  mini-* 
ftry  that  no  part  of  the  wealtnefs  and  diforderly  ftate 
of  fo  many  governments,  was  laid  before  the  houfey 
for  in  this  cafe  they  were  likely  to  get  clear  of  fevcra! 
years  mifmanageraent,  w'hich  would  have  been  a clog 
to  all  their  motions,  and  muft  ceruunly  have  iflued  itf 
their  difgrace. 

It  appeared  manifeft  that  the  ftotm  that  was 
gathering  againft  the  colonies,  would  fall  firft  upon 
that  of  MalTachufctt's'Bay.  This  made  the  agent 
for  that  colony  prcfenta  petition  to  the  houfe,- by  way 
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of  precaution,  defiring  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
la}'  before  them  the  regia  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  her  fuccelTors,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  planters  and 
their  defcendanrs,  and  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of 
their  liberties.  Thcfc  proofs  he  allcdgcd  had  never 
been  laid  before  the  houfe,  nor  had  the  colonies  ever 
had  an  opportunity  to  alccrtain  and  defend  them. 

This  petition  was  received  without  much  oppofition, 
end  ordered  to  ly  upon  the  table. 

The  minirter,  after  having  moved  that  the  king’s 
meffage  of  the  yth  of  March  Ihould  be  read,  opened 
his  plan  for  the  reftoring  of  peace,  order,  jufticc  and 
commerce,  in  the  province  of  MalTachufetts-Bay.  He 
ftated  that  the  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment had  alv/ays  originated  in  that  colony ; and  that 
colony  had  been  always  inftigated  by  the  irregular 
and  fediiious  proceedings  of  the  town  of  Bofton, 

That,  therefore,  for  the  purpofe  of  a thorough  refor- 
mation, it  became neceffary  to  begin  with  that  town,, 
wliich,  by  a late  unparalleled  outrage,  had  led  the 
Way  to  the  deftruftion  of  commerce  In  all  parts  of 
America.  That  if  a'feverc  and  exemplary  punifhment 
was  not  inhifted  on  this  heinous  acl.  Great- Britain 
Would  be  wanting  in  the  proteftion  (he  owed  to  he-r 
X Bioft  peaceful  and  meritorious  fubje<5ls.  That,  had 
fuch  an’ infulc  been  offered  to  Briiilh  property  in  a 
foreign  port,  the  nation  would  have  been  called  upon 
to  demand  fatisfa^tion.  lie  would  therefore  propofc 
that  the  town  of  Bofton  fliould  be  obliged  to  pay  for 
•the  tea  whicli  had  Iwen  deftroyed  in  their  port. 

Tim  the  injury  was  indeed  done  by  perfons  unknown 
and  in  difguife,  bur  thatthe  town  magiftracy  had  taken 
no  notice  of  it,  had  never  made  any  fearch  for  the 
-offenders,  and  therefore,  by  a nianifeft-  neglect-  rf’a 
koow'ndutr,  became  accompticcs  ift'thc  guilt;  Thfic 
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the  fining  ofcomraunitiesfor  their  negleft  of  puniflting 
offences  com  nmed  within  their  limits,  was  juftified  by 
feveral  examples.  Thefe  examples  were  one  in  the 
cafe  of  London,  one  in  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh,  and  ano- 
ther in  the  c.ffe  of  Glafgow,  with  regard  to  Dr  Lamb, 
Captain  Poricus,  and  Mr  Campbell.  Thefe  examples 
were  faid  to  be  flrong,  and  in  point  for  fuch  punifh* 
ments.  It  was  not  a fingle  a£l  of  violence.  It  was  a 
feries  of  feditious  practices  of  every  kind,  and  carried 
on  for  feveral  years.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore, 
that  it  would  not  be  fufficient  to  punilh  the  town  of 
Boffon,  by  obliging  her  to  make  a pecuniary  fatisfac-  | 
tion  for  the  injury,  which,  by  not  endeavouring  to  pre-  I 
vent  and  punilh,  ihe  had  in  fad  encouraged;  fecuricy  I 
muff  be  given  in  future,  that  trade  may  be  fafely  carried  I 
on,  properly  protefted,  laws  obeyed,  and  duties  re^ 
gularly  paid ; otherwife  the  punifliment  of  a fingle  il- 
legal ad  is  no  reformation.  It  would,  he  laid,  be  pro^’  | 

per  to  take  away  from  Boffon  the  privilege  of  a port,  | 

until  his  majeffy  fhould  be  fatisfied  in  thefe  particu- 
lars, and  publicly  declare  in  council,  oa  a proper  ceC'* 
tificate  of  the  good  behaviour  of  the  town,  that  be  i 
was  fiitisfied.  Until  this  fhould  happen,  the  cuffom- 
houfe  officers,  which  were  not  now  fafe  in  Boffon,  or  | 
fafe  no  longer  than  when  they  negleded  their  duty, 
fhould  be  removed  to-  Salem  where  they  might  cxer- 
cift  their  fundions.  By  this  Boffon  would  certainly 
fuffer.  Bur  fhe  ought  to  fufter ; and  by  this  refolution 
would  fuffer  lefs  punifhment  than  her  delinquents  | 
fully  juftified.  For  llie  was  not  wholly  fecluded  from 
all  fupply.  She  was,  by  this  propofition,  only  to 
be  virtually  removed  feventeen  miles  from  the  fca- 
The  duration  of  her  punifhment  was  entirely  in  her 
own  pow'er.  For  when  flte  fliould  difeharge  this 
dclH  to  the  Eaff'lndia  company,  which  had  been  con- 
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trailed  by  her  own  violence,  and  had  given  full  alTur- 
ances  of  obedience  in  future  to  the  laws  of  trade  and 
revenue ; there  was  no  doubt  but  that  bis  majefty,  to 
whom  he  propofcd  to  leave  that  power,  would  again 
open  the  port,  and  exercife  that  mercy  which  was  a- 
greeable  to  his  difpofition.  He  ftrongly  recommend- 
ed unanimity,  and  faid  that  this  was  a crifis  that  de- 
manded vigour.  He  was  by  no  means  an  enemy  to 
lenient  meafures.  Rcfolutions  of  warning  and  cenfure 
will  avail  nothing;  now  is  the  time  to  (land  out  and 
defy  them  ; to  defy  them  with  hrmnefs  and  without 
fear.  A convi£Hon  muft  be  produced  to  America 
that  we  are  in  earnell,  and  will  proceed  with  firmnefs 
and  vigour.  This  conviftion  would  be  loll  if  they 
found  us  doubting  and  hefitating.  Some  friends  to 
Britilh  authority  may  fuffer  a little,  but  if  with  this 
temporary  inconveniency  we  compare  the  lofs  of  the 
country,  and  its  due  obedience,  it  will  bear  no  com- 
parifon.  It  is  faid  the  Americans  will  not  pay  their 
debts ; this  they  threatened  before  the  repeal  of  the 
(lamp  a£l.  The  aft  was  repealed.  What  was  the 
confequence.  They  did  not  pay.  This  threatening, 
if  attended  to,  muft  difable  parliament  equally  in  all 
her  operations.  This  aft  will  not  requite  a military 
power  to  enforce  it ; four  or  five  frigates  will  be  fuf- 
ficient.  But  if  they  (liould  not  be  I’ufficient,  he  wouid 
not  fcruple  to  ufe  a military  force, which  mightaftwith 
effeft,and  without  bloodlhed.  The  other  colonies  will 
not  take  fire  at  the  proper  punifiiment  infliftedon  thofe 
who  have  difobeyed  the  laws.  They  will  leave  them 
to  fuffer  their  own  punilhments.  If  they  do  combine 
with  them,  the  confequence  of  their  rebellion  belong 
not  to  us,  but  to  them.  We  are  only  anlwerable  that 
our  meafures  be  juft  and  equitable.  Let  us  proceed, 
fays  be,  with  firmnefs,  jufticc,  and  rcfoluiion ; which 
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courfe,  if  purfued,  will  cercainly  produce  tliat  dne 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  country,  and  fecurity  of 
the  trade  of  this  people,  which  I fo  earneftly  wi£h  for. 
Thefe  are  the  arguments  of  the  minifler  which  heufed 
to  fupporthis  motion  for  bringing  in  the  Bofton  Port- 
bill;  and  accordingly,  leave  was  given  for  bringing  ic 
in. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  a motion  was  made  for  aa 
amendment,  for  the  purpofc  of  laying  a fine  on  the 
town  of  Bofton,  equivalent  to  the  damage  fuftained 
by  the  Eaft-  India  company.  If  they  refufed  to  pay 
this  fine,  that  the  other  penalties  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  might  be  inflifted.  This  amendment  was  rc- 
iecled,  and  this  bill  pregnant  with  fo  many  important 
confequences,  was  puftied  on  with  fo  much  vigour 
and  difpatch,  that  it  did  not  remain  long  in  the  houfe. 
It  is  foraewhat  furprizing  that  a law  fo  full  of  direful 
confequences,  Ihould  have  been  received  with  fo 
much  applaufe  and  apprpbation,  as  this  did  at  theftrft. 
■Without  enquiring  into  the  reafun  of  the  behaviobr 
of  the  people  of  Bofton,  they  were  condemned  un- 
heard, and  ciisfranchifed  without  ever  having  their 
caufe  brought  before  thofe  who  pretended  to  be  their 
judges.  The  equity  of  obliging  a delinquent  and  re- 
fraftory  colony  to  make  fatislaftion  for  the  diforders 
which  were  luppofed  to  have  arifenfrom  their  faftious 
temper,  and  negligent  police,  was  taken  for  granted  to 
be  a neccll'ary  exertion  of  the  powers  of  government, 
and  many  tilings  exceptionable  in  the  afl  were,  ou 
that  account,  overlooked.  But  when  the  fe  proceed- 
ings of  parliament  are  accurately  confidered,  and  the 
fpeech  of  the  minifter  ferioufly  analized,  they  will  ap- 
])car  to  he  pregnant  with  baneful  influence  to  every 
i'pecies  of  liberty.  The  fpeech  of  the  minifter  dcclares> 
that  he  took  for  granted  what  neither  the  Britilh  con- 
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ftitution  nor  the  colonifts  admit  to  be  true,  hamelj, 
that  the  parliament  of  Britain  have  a right  to  impofe 
taxes,  where  the  people  have  no  rcprefentation ; and 
that  refinance  to  foreign  laws  is  worthy  of  feverc 
punifliraent. — That  the  parliament  of  Britain  has  a 
right  to  take  away  what  it  never  had  aright  to  givej 
namely,  a right  for  men  to  enjoy  the  poflcflions  which 
they  had  purchafed  from  the  original  proprietors  of  a 
country  where  Britain  had  no  junfdiftiou.  The 
equity  and  jultice  which  the  fpecch  fupcrficialiy  men- 
tions, are  only  words  without  any  meaning,  unlcfc 
that  jufticc  varies  with  the  climate,  and  equity  changes 
with  the  longitude  and  latitude.  For  what  he  fo 
warmly  recommends  as  jufl  and  equitable  in  Boifon, 
would  be  accounted  lawlefs  tyranny  in  any  part  oF 
.Oreat-Britain. 

At  this  time  the  friends  of  the  colonies  in  parlia- 
«cm  were  divided  ; one  party  applauded  the  prefent 
raeafures  as  lenient  and  gentle  ; others  continued  to 
ftaad  upon  their  old  ground,  and  maintained  their 
conftam  principles.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  they  feem  to  have  been  truer 
prophets  than  the  minifter  ; for  almoft  all  the  events 
■which  they  foretold  have  nearly  come  to  pafs,  but  not 
one  word  of  his  prophecies  have  been  accomplilhed. 
.Oppofirion  to  this  bill  encrcafed,  during  the  time  of 
the  debates.  Mr  Bolan,  agent  for  the  council  of 
MalTachufett’s-Bay,  prefenred  a petition,  delfring  to 
•be  heard  for  the  faid  council,  and  in  behalf  of  hiitt- 
iclf  and  others,  the  inhabitants  in  the  town  of  Bofton. 
The  honfe  refufed  to  hear  the  petition.  It  was  faid 
that  the  agent  of  the  council  was  not  agent  for  the  cor- 
poration, and  no  agent  could  be  received  from  a cor- 
porate body,except  he  were  appointed  by  all  the  ne- 
celTary  conitituent  parts  of  that  body.  Bcfidcs  the 
’ council 


Digitizee  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF 


4tZ 


A.D.  1^4' 


councH  was  fluftuating,  and  the  body  by  which  he 
was  appointed  could  not  be  than  exifling.  This  vote 
rejefting  the  petition  was  feverely  cenfured.  It  was 
certainly  very  inconfiftent  to  receive  a petition  from 
the  fame  perfon  a few  days  before,  and  refufe  his  pe- 
tition at  this  time  for  want  of  a qualification,  they  al- 
lowed him  then  to  be  poflelTcd  of.  What  made  this 
rejeftion  of  the  petition  appear  more  extraordinary 
was,  that  at  that  very  time  the  houle  of  peers  was 
aftually  hearing  MrBolanattheirbarupon  his  petition, 
as  a perfon  duly  qualified.  The  lame  objc61ion  might 
be  made  to  all  American  agents,  none  of  them  were 
then  qualified  as  the  miniller  required,  and  thus  all 
jcommunication  between  the  parliament  and  the  co- 
lonies^ was  than  cut  offj  at  the  fame  time  they  were 
making  laws  to  opprefs  them.  It  will  be  difficult  for 
a benevolent  citizen  of  the  world,  in  fomc  future  pe- 
riod of  time,  to  believe  that  there  were  fuch  meafuies 
carried  on  in  a parliament  of  Great-Britain,  confifting 
of  men  profclfing  the  proteftant  religion,  and  bearing 
the  Chriilian  name.  They  will  be  ready  to  confider 
this  part  of  the  hiftory  of  Britain  in  the  light  of  a 
fable  or  romance,  contrived  by  fome  ingenious  perfon 
to  amufe  the  reader,  without  any  intention  of  finding 
credit,  or  expcAing  to  be  accounted  a true  liiAoriaa. 

After  fome  foftening  motions  had  been  propofed 
and  reje^ed,  the  miniller  brought  in  another  bill,  to 
which  *the  Port  aft  was  only  a prologue  j it 

was  intituled  a bill  for  the  better  regulating  the 
government  of  this  province  of  Maflachufeit’s-Bay. 
This  bill  was  intended  to  alter  the  conllitution  and 
government  of  this  province,  as  it  flood  fettled  by  the 
charter  of  King  William,  and  to  take  all  fhare  of  go- 
vernment out  of  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  to  veft 
the  nominaiioji  of  counfellors,  judges  and  raagiftrates 
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of  all  kinds,  including  flieriffs,  in  the  crown,  and  inf 
fome  cafes  in  the  king’s  governor,  and  all  to  be  re- 
moveable  at  the  pleafure  of  the  king.  This  was  at 
one  ftroke  undermining  the  ancient  government  of 
the  colony,  and  leaving  the  people  no  fhare  in  their 
own  government  at  all.  The  fupporiers  of  this  bill 
alledged,  that  the  diforders  of  the  province  of  MalTa- 
chufett’s-Bay,  not  only  diftrafted  that  province  with- 
in itfelf,  but  fct  an  ill  example  to  all  the  colonies. 
An  executive  power  was  wanting.  The  force  of  the 
civil  power,  it  was  faid,  confilled  in  the/o^  comiiatus  i 
but  the  poffe  are  the  very  people  who  commit  the 
riots.  That  there  was  a total  defeft  in  the  conftitu- 
tional  power  throughout.  If  the  democratical  part 
ftiew  a contempt  of  the  laws,  how  is  the  gover- 
nour  to  enforce  them?  Magiftrates  he  cannot  ap- 
point ; he  cannot  give  an  order  without  feven  of  the 
council  alTenting ; and  let  the  military  be  never  fo 
numerous  and  aftive,  they  cannot  move  in  fupport  of 
the  civil  magiftracy,  when  no  civil  magiftrate  will  call 
upon  them  for  fupport.  It  is  in  vain,  it  was  faid, 
that  you  make  laws  and  regulations  here,  when  there 
are  none  found  to  execute  them  in  that  country.  It 
is  therefore  become  abfolutcly  neceffary  to  alter  the 
whole  frame  of  the  Maffachufett’s  government,  fo  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  executive  and  judicial  powers.  It 
was  alfo  affirmed,  that  the  juries  were  injudicioufly 
chofen,  and  that  fome  immediate  and  permanent  reme- 
dy ought  to  be  adopted.  The  bill,  which  was  at  laft 
formed  into  a law,  will  teftify  upon  what  principles 
it  was  found.  ’ A vigorous,  but  ineffcftnal  oppoft- 
tion  was  made  ta  the  paffing  of  this  arbtirary  law; 
the  court  had  a ftrong  majority,  which  was  fit  to  carry 
every  point,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  would 
Lave  heiltated  at  any  thing  whatfoever. 
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The  minority  urged,  that  to  take  away  the  civil 
conflitiuion  of  a wliole  people  fetured  by  charter,  thtf 
▼alidity  of  which  was  not  fo  much  as  queftioncd  at 
law,  upon  mere  loofe  allegations  of  delinquencies  and 
defeats,  was  a proceeding  of  a moft  arbitrary  and 
dangerous  nature.  They  faid  that  it  was  worfe  than 
the  proceedings  againft  the  Americans  and  Engiifh 
corporations,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  and  King 
James  the  fccond,  which  were,  however,  accounted 
the  worfl  ac^s  of  thofe  arbitrary  reigns.  At  that  time 
the  charge  was  regularly  made  ; the  colonics  and  cor- 
porations called  to  anfwer  ; tiit\e  was  given,  and  the 
rules  objufcice,  at  Icaflin  appearance,  were  obferved. 
But  here,  they  faid,  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind, 
not  fo  much  as  a pretence  to  the  colour  of  jufticc  j 
not  one  evidence  had  been  examined  at  the  bar,  a 
thing  done  on  the  moft  trifling  regulation,  affefting 
any  franchife  of  the  fubjeft.  That  the  pretence  of 
taking  away  the  charter,  in  order  to  give  ftrength  to 
government,  could  never  anfwer  j for  this  ,was  firft 
doing  evil,  that  good  might  follow.  They  a/ked  the 
miniftry.  Whether  the  colonics,  which  are  already 
regulated  nearly  upon  the  plan  propofed,  were  more 
fubraiffive  to  our  right  of  taxation,  than  that  of  Mafla- 
chufett’s-Bay.  If  not,  what  would  be  gained  by  the 
bill,  that  can  be  fo  very  material  to  the  authority  of 
parliament,  as  to  riik  ail  the  credit  of  parliamentary 
iuflice,  by  fo  flrong  and  irregular  a proceeding? 
That  the  part  of  the  a£I  which  afl'c<5Ied  juries,  was 
made  without  fo  much  as  a Angle  complaint  of  abufe 
pretended.  They  proceeded  farther,  and  aflir.med, 
that  the  cafe  of  the  late  Captain  Preflon,  Mr  Otis,  and 
many  others,  fltewed  with  what  juftice  the  juries  in 
that  colony  acted.  They  denied  that  the  juries  were 
improperly  chefenj  that  they  were  appointed- by  a 

better 

Diyiii. ' 


> , T •.  ^ ; I " • \ • I V 

A.  D.  1774.  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  415 

better  method  than  ours,  by  a fort  of  ballot  in  which 
no  partiality  could  rake  place.  But  by  the  new  regu- 
lation the  flierifF  is  appointed^  without  any  qualifica- 
tion, by  the  governour,  and  to  hold  his  office  at 
Ills  pleafure.  This  was  a power,  they  faid,  given  to  the 
governor,  greater  than  that  given  by  the  conflitiuion 
to  the  crown  itfelf.  This  they  infilled  was  a great 
abufc,  inftead  of  reformation  ; and  tended  to  put  the 
Jives  and  properties  of  the  people  abfolutely  into  the 
hands  of  the  governours.  It  was  further  urged,  that 
the  diforder  lay  much  deeper  than  the  forms  of  go- 
Tcrnmenti  That  the  people  throughout  the  colonies 
w^ere  univerfaliy  diflatisfied,  and  that  their  uneafinefs 
and  refinance  was  no  lefs'inthe  royal  government 
than  In  others.  . That  the  remedy  could  only  be 
In  the  removal  of  the  caufe  of  the  diftemper,  and  in 
quieting  the  minds  of  the  people.^  That  the  a<St  had 
a dire£l  tendency  to  the  contrary ; and  they  feared, 
that  inftead  of  giving  ftrength  to  government,  it  would 
deftroy  the  fmall  remains  of  Englilli  authority  which 
wasleft.  in  the  colonies. 

Mr  Bolan  the  agent  of  the  Maflachufett’s  council,' 
made  another  effort  in  behalf  of  his  province,  and  at- 
tempted to  petition  for  time  to  receive  an  anfwcr  from 
fhe  province,  to  the  account  he  had  fent  of  the  proceed- 
ing againft  them.  But  the  houfe  refufed  to  receive  the 
petition  by  a large  majority.  1 he  fame  natives  of 
America,  who  petitioned  againft  the  Bofton  Port-bill, 
again  renewed  their  endeavours,  by  a petition  againft 
Uiis.  This  petition  was  written  with  great  fpirit,  and 
in  a very  warm  ftile,  and  compofed  with  much  judg- 
ment^  it  fet  forth  the  apprehenfions  of  the  petitioners, 
what  would  be  the  effects  of  this  bill  in  the  place  where 
?t  Wets  intended  to  operate,  and  was  a trje  prognofti- 
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cation  of  wbat  has  fuice  come  to  pafs.  It  had  leave 
to  lie  upon  the  table,  but  was  no  more  taken  notice 
of.  The  bill  at  lafl:  was  paffed  by  a very  great  majori- 
ty, after  a very  fpirited  and  long  debate.  The  debates 
in  the  houfe  of  Lords  were  equally  warm,  and  upon 
the  lame  principles,  and  in  the  end  ilTued  in  the  fame 
manner.  When  this  bufinefs  was  finiflied,  the  minifter 
proceeded  to  give  the  finilhing  ftroke  to  the  liberties  of 
America.  It  was  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill 
for  the  impartial  adminiflratioo  of  judice,  in  cafes  of 
perfpns  queftioned  for  any  afts  done  by  them  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  or  for  the  fuppreffion  of  riots  or 
tumults  in  the  province  of  Maflachufett’s-Bay,  in  New 
England.  This  bill  provides,  that  in  cafe  that  any 
perfon  indi£led  for  murder, ' or  any  other  capital  of- 
fence, and  that  it  (hall  appear  to  the  governor,  that 
the  faft  was  committed  in  the  exei  cife  or  aidof  magidra- 
cy  in  ruppredlng  tumults  and  riots ; and  it  dtall  further 
appear  to  the  govemour,  that  a fair  trial  cannot  be  had 
in  the  province,  he  ihall  fend  the  perfon  fo  indifled, 
crc.  to  another  colony,  or  to  Great-Britain  to  be  tried. , 
The  charges  on  both  fides  to  be  paid  out  of  the  cuf- 
toms.  This  afl  was  to  continue  for  four  years. 

The  arguments  ufed  to  inforce  this  bill  were,  that 
magidracy  mud  be  inforced  by  all  polTible  means ; for 
as  thefe  orders  would  probably  be  redded  by  force, 
it  would  lay  them  under  a neceffity  to  ufc  force  ia 
the  excution  of  them.  In  this  cafe  blood  would  be 
probably  fpilled.  Who  would  rilk  this  event,  though 
in  the  excution  of  his  duty,  if  the  rioters  themlclves, 
or  their  abettors,  were  to  dt  as  judges?  The  minider 
alledged,  that  fuch  an  aft  was  not  without  precedent 
at  home.  Where  fmuggling  was  known  to  be  notori- 
oufly  countenanced  in  one  county,  the  trial  of  offences 
of  that  kind  had  been  direfted  to  be  in  another.  The 
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rebels  of  Scotland,  In  the  year  1746,  were  tried  in 
Engiaud.  All  panicular  privileges  gave  way  to  the 
public  fafety;  when  that  is  endangered,  even  the 
HdOcas  Corpus  afl,  the  great  palladium  of  Englilh 
liberty  has  been  fufpended.  That  the  aft  propofed 
did  not  eftablilha  military  government,  but  acivilone, 
by  which  the  former  was  greatly  improved.  It  gave 
to  the  province  a council,  magiftrates  andjuftices, 
when  in  eftt  ft  they  had  none  before.  This  bill  was 
Warmly  oppofed,  and  all  thefe  reafons  fully  refuted  ; 
but  a dead  majority  carried  all  before  them. 

It  is  inip(  fllbie  not  to  obferve  the  weaknefs,  as  well 
as  the  abfurdity  of  the  minifterial  arguments,  ufed  on 
this  oc^afion,  as  well  as  the  futility  of  the  precedents 
brought  to  confirm  them.  There  had  been  recent 
inftances  of  the  impartiality  of  juries  in  the  colonies 
in  the  cafe  of  Captain  Prefton  and  others,  when  ver- 
difts  had  been  given  according  to  jufiice,  according 
to  the  minifters  own  ideas  of  that  matter,  and  there 
could  be  no  reafon  of  fearing  jufticc  would  not  be  ex- 
ecuted, unlcfs  he  was  defigned  to  promote  fome 
conduft  which  would  give  reafon  for  fetting  afide  its 
ufual  courfe.  His  fpeech  fuggefted  that  he  intended 
that  fomething  would  be  done,  which  he  would  call 
jullicc,  and  which  the  colonifts  would  have  reafon  to  ac- 
count unjuft,  and  would  be  obliged  in  confcience  to 
tieat  it  as  it  deferved.  He  was  therefore  providing 
againft  a confcquencc  he  forefaw  would  happen,  be- 
caufe  he  was  determined  it  ftiould  happen.  In  this 
the  old  maxim  was  confirmed,  “ That  the  children  of 
this  world  are  wifer  than  the  children  of  light.”  But  there 
was  no  reafon  for  making  provifion  againft  an  evil  that 
never  would  have  happened,  unlefs  the  minifter  him- 
lelf  had  been  the  author  of  it.  He  appears  to  have  been 
determined  that  blood  Ihould  be  {hcd,and  fpeaks  of  it 
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with  great  coolnefs  and  indiSfcrence;  and  what  bears 
the  naoft  unfavourable  interpretation,  he  wanted  to 
have  thofe  he  intended  ftiould  flied  it,  fcrcened  from 

juftice  if  he  pollibly  could.  ’ ■ ’ ' 

The  precedents  which  "he  mentions,  are  mofl  un- 
favourable for  his  argument  ; for  it  is  only  fupporting 
one  aft  of  injuftice  by  another.  ' For  though  many  in 
a county  may  countenance  fmuggling,  yet  it  does  not 
prove  that  all  the  county  are  fmugglers,  and  that  an 
lioncft  jury  cannot  be  found  in  foiue  counties  in  Eng- 
land. No  man  would  fuppofe  this  .uniefs  he  were 
a proficient  in  the  praftice  of  deceit  himfelf.  ' 

The  c.Xe  of  the  Scotch  rebels  is  Hill  more  unfavour- 
able for  the  cafe  of  the  colonies,  and  that  of  the 
Jacobites  are  quite  different.  The  colonies  were  ac- 
knowledging the  fovereignty  of  the  king,  and  petition- 
ing moft  humbly  for  a redrefs  of  grievances;  they 
wanted  not  to  have  the  government  changed,  nor  the 
revolution  fet  afide,  but  to  have  the  old  laws  continu- 
ed, and  their  ancient  conflitution  fecured  againfl 
modern  invafions  of  parliament.  They  w'ere  willing 
to  continue  in  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  defxred  no 
more  than  that  proteftion  which  other  fubjefts  of  the 
empire  enjoined ; they  claimed,  and  they  prayed  for  no 
more  than  what  all  Britifli  fubjefts  claim  as  their  jufl: 
and  legal  right  to  poffefs.  But  this  was  not  the  cafe 
of  the  Jacobites  ; their  greatefl  grievance  was  the 
revolution  itfelf,  and  their  greatefl  eye-fore  the  Brunf- 
wick  family  that  fupported  it.  They  did  not  come  to 
the  throne  with  petitions,  but  attacked  it  with  the 
fword  in  their  hands;  they  aimed  at  the  deflruf^ion  of 
the  fovereign,  and  intended'  to  change  the  conftitu- 
tion.  Thefc  Jacobite  tribes  moft  voluntarily,  and 
without  any  new  oppreflion,  or  any  new  reafons  of 
rebellion;  but  what  will  always  be  the  fame  to  them, 
• drew 
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drew  the  fword  againft;  the  King  and  the  laws,  and 
fought  the  life  of  his  Majefty  King  George,  to  place 
a Popilh  Pretender  upon  the  throne  of  thefe  king- 
' doms.  But  the  colonifts  were  praying  and  befeech- 
ing  both  king' and  parliament  to  fupport  the  common 
liberties  of  the  empire,  which  had  been  ratified  by 
the  rcTolution  fettleracnt,  and  confirmed  by  all  the 
fovcrtigns  fince  that  time.  The  oppofition  which 
the  Americans  made  to  new  ftatutes  is  fupported  by 
the  conAitution  itfelf,  and  without  new  laws  fetting  a- 
• fide  the  old  ones,' they  could  not  be  made  rebels. — 

}rhc  violence  of  the  miniAry  drove  them  to  refiAance, 
which  was  determined  rebellion,  to  give  fanftion  to  the 
force  that  was  intended  to  be  ufed  to  make  them  fub* 
mit  to  the  new  meafures  of  government.  In  thefe 
refpefts  the  cafe  of  the  colonies  and  the  Jacobites 
were  very  different,  and  no  arguments  drawn  from 
the  one  to  the  other  can  poAlbly  be  of  any  force. 

The  paAlons,  prejudices  of  intereAed  pierfons  may 
lead  thein  to  prevert  the  clcareA  reafon;  but  all  dif- 
paffionate  and  difintereAed  men,  who  arc  under  tlte 
government  of  right  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  will 
judge’  in  another  manner,  and  determine  according 
to  truth.  Had  the  miniAer  fpoken  the  real  fentiments 
of  his  mind,  he  would  have  declared  that  he  wanted 
to  have  a military  government  in  the  colonics  to  in- 
forcc  obedience  to  all  the  arbitrary  meafures  tliat  had 
been  purfued : for  his  words  could  imply  nothing  lefs  than 
that  he  intended'to  rule  by  the  fword,  and  therefore 
wanted to-have  hisagentsfecuredagaiiiA  law  andjuAice. 

The  laA  and  moA  remarkable  tranfa£Hon  of  this 
year  was  the  Quebec  bill,  which  was  called  a bill 
for  making  more  effeftual  provilion  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  of  Quebec  in  North  America.— 
bill  came  down  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  the 
' • ■ ‘ Commons 
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Commons  for  their  approbation,  where  it  met  with 
ftrong  oppofitioD,  and  underwent  fercral  amendments. 
The  rainiftry  expefted  that  as  the  bill  paffed  the  Houfc 
of  Lords  fo  eafily,  that  it  would  have  met  with  no 
oppwfition  from  the  Commons ; but  in  this  they  were 
mift.iken.  What  embarraffed  the  minifter  moft  in 
this  particular  cafe  was,  that  the  bill  made  a great 
uoife  without  doors,  and  was  .altogether  unpopular 
in  its  nature.  It  had  an  article  concerning  religion  in 
. it,  which  appeared  to  have  a tendency  to  inflame  the 
nation;*  and  provided  there  had  been  as  much  zeal, 
for  the  Proteftant  religion,  as  in  former  times,  the  rai- 
nifler  durft  not  have  proceeded  fo  fall  with  his  favourite 
bill,  nor  would  it  have  at  allpaflcd.  This  bill  took  up  a 
good  deal  of  time,  and  met  with  a very  warm  oppofi- 
tion.  Many  witnefles  were  examined  to  give  as  much 
colour  as  polllble  to  the  fairnefs  of  the  proceeding. — 
Among  thefe  were  General  Carleton,  Governor  of 
Canada  ; Mr  Hay,  Chief  Juftice  of  that  province 
.MrMazeres,  Curfitor  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  late 
Attorney  General  there,  and  Agent  to  the  Engliftj 
inhabitants  of  Canada ; Doftor  Marriot,  the  King's 
Advocate  General  in  England ; Monf.  Lolbiniere,  a 
French  gentleman  of  confiderable  property  in  Cana* 
da.  The  principal  objefls  of  this  bill  were  to  afeer- 
tain  the  limits  of  that  province,  which  were  extend 
cd  far  beyond  what  had  been  fettled  as  fuch,  by  the 
King’s  proclamation  of  1763. — To  form  a legiflative 
council  for  all  the  affairs  of  that  province,  except 
taxation,  which  council  Ihould  be  appointed  by  the 
crown  ; the  office  to  be  held  during  pleafure  ; and  his 
.'Majqfly’s  Roman  Catholic  fubjefts  were  entitled  to 
a place  in  it.  To  eftablifli  the  French  laws,  and  a tri- 
al without  jury,  in  civil  cafes ; and  the  Engliffi  laws> 
with  a trial  by  jury,  in  criminal  ones. — To  fccurc  to 

' ' n t 

Dfgitizi  >y 


r 


GENERAL  CARLETON . 


fir  u/-i  « Cmc. 


Digitized  by  Goog[e 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  WAR.  IN  AMERICA. 


43i 


A.  D.  177^ 

the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  except  regulars,  the  legal  * 
"enjoyment  of  their  eftates,  and  of  their  tythcs;  from 
all  that  are  of  their  own  religion.  Thefe  were  the 
chief  objefts  of  this  ift. 

The  arguments  which  were  ufed  for  the  fupport  of 
this  bill  were, — That  the  French,  who  were  a very 
great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  hay- 
iflg  been  ufed  to  live  under  an  abfolute  government, 
were  not  anxious  for  the  forms  of  a free  one,  which 
they  little  underftood,  or  valued.  That  they  even 
abhorred  the  idea  of  a popular  reprefentation,  ob- 
ferving  the  raifchiefs  which  it  introduced  in  their 
neighbouring  countries.  Befides,  it  would  be  unrea* 
fonable  to  have  a reprefentative  body  out  of  which  all 
the  natives  fliould  be  excluded-,  and  perhaps  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  truft  fuch  an  indrument  in  the  hands 
of  a people  l»c  newly  uken  into  the  Britilh  empire* 
They  were  not  yet  ripe,  it  was  faid,  for  Engliflt  go- 
vernment. That  their  landed  property  had  been  all 
granted,  and  their  family  fettlements  made  on  the 
ideas  of  French  laws:  that  the  laws  concerning  con-' 
trafts  and  perfonal  property  were  nearly  the  fame  in 
France  as  in  England ; that  a trial  by  jury  was  drange 
and  difguding  to  them.  That  with  regard  to  religion, 
it  had  been  dipulated  to  allow  them  perfefl  freedom 
in  that  refpeft  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  as  far  as  the 
Jaws  of  England  permitted.  The  penal  laws  of  Eng- 
land, with  refpe^l  to  religion,  they  laid,  did  not  extend 
beyond  the  kingdom;  and  though  the  king’s  fupre- 
macy  extended  farther,  a provifion  was  made  in  the  ad 
to  oblige  the  Canadians  to  be  fubjed  to  it ; and  an  oath 
preferibed  as  a ted  againd  fuch  papal  claims  as  might 
endanger  the  allegiance  of  the  fubjeds.  That  it  was 
againd  all  equity  to  pcrfecute  thofc  people  for  their 
religion,  and  that  people  have  not  the  privileges  of  re- 
ligion 
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ligion  who  have  not  their  own  priefthopd.  And  as 
for  the  payment  of  tythcs,  it  was  at  beft  only  ferting 
down  their  clergy,  where  they  were  found  at  the 
conquefl.  In  one  refpeft,  it  was  faid,  they  were 
worfe,  as  no  perfon  profeffing  the  Proteftant  religion' 
was  to  be  fubjeft  to  them,  which  would  be  a great 
encouragement  to  converfions. 

There  is  great  reafon  to  conclude,  that  none  of  thefc 
were  the  true  rcafons  for  preferring  the  bill ; but  the 
main  reafon,  though  not  whar  is  now  called  the  often- 
fible  one,  was,  to  bring  over  tlie  French  colonifts  to' 
the  defigns  of  the  miniftry,  and  to  perftiadc  them,  by- 
pretended  favours,  to  fall  upon  the  back  fettlements 
of  the  Englifh’  colonies.  The  minifter  feems  to  have 
been  totally  ignorant  of  the  difpofition  of  the  French 
Catholics  in  Canada  ; for  we  do  not  find  that  ever 
thefe  papifls  have  been  fo  dutiful  as  to  thank  govera- 
menr  for  the  new  favours  that  were  granted  them  ; — 
and  it  has  appeared  fince  that  they  were  not  defiring 
any  fuch  change.  A few  tools  of  government  were 
perfuaded  'to  fend  a petition  to  'parliament  for  the 
French  laws,  but  it  was  far  from  the-  minds  of  the'  ge- 
nerality to  folicit  any  fuch  favour.  With  regard  to' 
the  promife  made  in  the  king’s  declaration,  it  extend- 
ed no  farther  than  a free  toleration  ; whereas  the 
bill  gives  a legal  cftablifhment  to  popery  in  Canada,’ 
and  pledges  the  faith  of  kingand  parliament  for  fbe  fup- 
port  of  the  popifli  religion.  The  religion  of  popery 
in  that  psrt  of  his  Majefly’s  dominiems  is  eifablifhed  up- 
on the  fame  footing  as  that  of  the  Church  of  England^’ 
upon  papifts  acknowledging  the  king’s  fuprcmacy,  as' 
appointed  by  the  firll  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Whereas 
the  proteftants  have  no  other  fecurity  than  the  pleafure’ 
of  the  king,  nor  any  right  todemand  anything,  except 
what  he  (hall  pleafe  to  gram  them.  But  this  law  the 
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papills  are.fccured  in  all  their  religious  privileges, 
and  proyided  for  by  an  aft  of  the  Britifli  parliament, 
,with  a legal  fecurity  for  a .maintenance  for  their 
.■clergy.  The  only  favour  which  is  Ihewn' to  protef- 
taius  is  that  they  are  freed  from  paying  tythes,  which 
the  rainifler  t'lio.ught  would  . be  a powerful  means  of 
conyerfion,  to  briqg  over,  papifts  tothe  prpteftant  re- 
Jigionj  j but  I though  ^ this  hnay  appear  to  ,bc  a ,veyy 
ftrong  incentiiive,  taa  minifter  pf^jlaie,  or  others  who 
.pay  .little  regard  to  any,  religjon,  yet  to  fuoh  as  have 
.any.  principles  of  t;onfcience,.  forae  jilronger  means  of 
convcrlipn  are  necelTa|ry.  It  appears  from  ihe.  mini- 
'ilerial  arguments  that  the  minifter  wanted  only.fuch 
converts  from  popery  as  were  fwayed  by  the  motives 
*bf, worldly  rewards,' which  , are  ^jthofe.moft  prevalent 
.with  many  in  his  ftatipn.  The  giving  the,  Canadian 
cplonifts  the  trial,  by  jury  jn,.cr|^minal  caufes,, and. ^Ije 
.French  method  of  trial  iti  civil  caufes  has  a very, whim- 
■ fical  appearance;. for  fertainly  a^iijan  ,woujd  chufe 
, to  trull  his  property  where,  he. .^Wpuld  di'ufe  to  tri^ll 
his  life.  And*  it  is  .certainly  ^neceCtry,  that  people 
have  as  good  a chance  for  fccui  iug  their  property  as 
they  polllbly  can.  tut  although 'government  intend- 
,ed  to  grant  a^lavour  to  the  papills;  this  was  no  rea- 
fon  why  the  proteflant  fubjefts  of  the  empire  Ihould 
beftrippod'of  their  rights  to  .oblige  Roman  papllls; 
the  pfotellants  in  Canada  ought  to  have  had  tiie  en- 
joyment of  tlie  law  fecLires  to  Englilh  fubjefts, 

whatever  the  government  might  be  ple«iTed  to  grapt 
to  papills.  Blit  by  this  law  they  have  deprived  the 
proieftant  fubjefts  of  Britain  of.  their  jufl,  nattirpl 
'rights,  fecured  to  them  by  the  conllitution,  ujion  the 
faith  of  enjoying  which,  they  fettled  in  that  part  of  the 
World.  I'he  palling  of  thi>  bil',  whereby  furh  favour 
\vas  Ihewu  to  the  church  of  Rome,  created  more  fuf- 
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ptcion  on  account  of  the  legiflature  refufing  a petition 
tvhich  had  been  pi  efented  fome  time  before  by  the 
Proteftant  diffenters  for  relief  from  fome  penal  laws 
that  were  (landing  again'l  them.  It  was  concluded 
that  government  fhewed  this  favour  to  the  Catholics, 
from  a perfuafion  that  they  were  fuitable  inflruments 
to  promote  their  arbitrary  defigns,  and  that  they 
wanted  to  difeourage  the  the  dih'entCrs,  becaufe  they 
Were  friends  to  liberty,  and  toes  to  all  fort  of  tyran- 
ny and  defpotifra.  Whatever  were  the  motives 
which  dete:  mined  the  legiflature  to  pafs  this  law,  it 
is  manifeft  that  it  is  an  infraction  of  the  eonftitution, 
by  ellablilhing  popery  in  the  Britilla  empire,  which 
the  revolution  fettlement  guarded  aguiuil.  It  is  a 
fpccial  part  of  the  prefent  infelicity  of  thefe  nations 
at  prefent,  that  there  are  a number  of  modern  flatutes 
that  claih  with  ancient  and  conftitutional  laws,  where- 
by men  in  defending  the  on^  may  be  punilhed  for 
tranfgreffing  the  others.  It  Is  not  in  the  pow’er  of 
the  far  greater  part  of  Britifh  fubjeCts  to  know  and 
underftand  the  large  body  of  laws  that  are  contained 
in  the  ftatutes,  and  through  ignorance  are  ready  to 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  fanClions  of  fome  (landing 
law  of  the  land;  efpecially  as  it  has  been  for  fo  many 
ages  an  e(lab!i(hed  idea,  that  all  the  fubjeCts  of  the 
Britifh  empire  have  the  fame  privileges  of  the  laws, 
and  may  all  be  their  own  legillators,  when  they  be- 
come freeholders  of  the  empire.  But  though  it  wae 
formerly  thought  that  the  fubjeCls  of  the  colonies 
were  freemen,  like  others  at  home,  yet  it  has  been  de- 
termined that  colonijl  and  freeman  have  ditferent ' fig- 
nificatlons ; and  that  there  can  be  no  legal  freedom 
out  of  Great  Britain.  Fot  this  is  the  import  of  the 
reaibning  upon  the  fubjeiEl  of  colonization  in  the  pre- 
fent times. 
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Chap.  VIII. 

^ Ticw  of  the  Proceedings  at  Home — franf anions  in 
Maffachujfetts-Bay — Rhode-  IJIand — New-  Hampjhire 
The  Affair  at  Lexington  and  Concord — The  Battle  of 
Bunker's  Hilly  and  its  confcquencesy  &c. 


Before  we  proceed  dlre^ly  to  the  tranfaflions 
of  this  year,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  take  a view 
of  fome  proceedings  of  the  year  1774,  which  feent 
im'’,iediately  connected  with  the  important  tranfac- 
ti  :>s  of  this.  After  General  Gage  arrived  at  Bof- 
to  and  had,  after  fome  altercations  on  both  fides, 
diilulved  the  aflembly,  the  committee  of  correfpon- 
dcnce  at  Bofton  entered  into  an  agreement,  which 
they  entitled  a folemn  league  and  covenant,  wherein 
the  fubferibers  bound  themfelves  in  the  mofl  folemn. 
manner,  and  in  the  p refence  of  God,  to  fufpend  all 
commercial  intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  from  the 
lall:  day  of  the  en filing  month  of  Augull,  until  the 
Bolton  port-bill,  and  the  other  obnoxious  laws  were 
repealed,  and  the  colony  of  MalTacliufletts-bay  fully 
rellored  to  all  its  chartered  rights  and  privileges.— 
They  alfo  bound  themfelves  in  the  fame  manner,  not 
to  confume,  or  purchafe  from  any  other,  any  goods 
whatfoever  which  arrived  after  the  fpecified  time,  and 
to  break  off  all  commerce,  trade,  and  dealings,  with 
any  who  trade  w ith  the  importers  of  fuch  goods,  as 
well  as  with  the  importers  themfelves.  They  ajfo  re- 
nounced in  the  f.irne  manner,  all  future  intercourfe 
and  conne£tion  with  thofe  who  (liould  refufc  to  fub- 
feribe  to  that  covenant,  or  to  bind  themfelves  by  fume 

fimilar 


425*  , H 1 S T 6 R Y O F A~.  D.  1774 

limilar  agreement  with  the  dangers,  the  penalty  an-; 
nexcd,  of  having  their  names  publifhed  to  the  world. 

This  covenant,  accompanied  with  a letter  from  the 
committee  at  Bofton,  was  circulated  with  great  in- 
duftry  and  aftivity,  and  the  people  not  only  in 
the  New  England  provinces,  but  in  the  other 
provinces,  entered  into  tills  new  league  with 

the  greateft  keennefs. What  was  fome- 

W'hat  remarkable  is,  that  funilar  agreements  had 
been  entered  into  about  the  fame  time,  in  various 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  without  any  previous  con- 
cert with  one  another,  any  more  than  with  thofe  at 
Bofton.  The  title  of  a folemn  league  and  covenant 
greatly  alarmed  General  Gage,  and  the  friends  of 
the  rainiflry  in  all  parts  of  the  Britifh  dominions ; its 
name,  as  w'ell  as  its  tendency,  was  ominous  and 
frightful.  It  brought  to  the  remembrance  of  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  governors  and  minillers,  the  times  of  England 
and  Scotland,  entering  into  a folemn  league  and  co- 
venant for  the  defence  of  their  legal  rights  and  privi- 
leges, which  have  always  been  remembered  by  men 
of  arbitrary  principles  with  horror  and  difguft.  The 
caufes  and  the  effefts  were  by  fome  confidered  at  this 
time  to  be  pretty  much  fiinilar  to  thofe  in  the  time 
of  the  long-parliament;  and  it  W'as  no  great  wonder 
that  General  Gage  was  alarmed  at  the  tidings  of  a 
new  folemn  league  and  covenant.  His  proclamation 
on  the  29th  of  June  fliews  how  much  he  was  agita- 
ted and  alarmed.  He  ftiles  it  an  unlawful,  hoftilc, 
and  trafterious  combination,  contrary  to  the  allegi- 
ance due  to  the  king,  deftruftive  of  the  lawful  au- 
thority of  the  Britifh  parliament,  and  of  the  peace, 
good  order,  and  fafety  of  the  community.  All  per-* 
fons,  w'cre  warned  againfl  incurring  the  penalties  due 
to  fuch  aggravated  and  dangerous  oflFences;  and  all 
magiflrates  charged  to  apprehend  and  fecure  for  trial 
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fach  as  ftibuld  have  any  fliare  in  the  publifhing,  fub, 
fcribing,  aiding,  or  aflUling  the  foregoing,  or  any  fimi, 
lar  covenant. 

This  proclamation  produced  no  other  effeft  than 
tt>  exe’rcife  the  judgement  and  pens  of  thofe  who  had 
Icnowledge  of  the  laws,  in  Ihewing  that  the  alTocia- 
tion  did  not  come  within  any  of  the  laws  that  re- 
fpefted  treafon,  and  that  the  charges  made  by  the 

Governor  were  erroneous,  unjuft,  and  injurious. 

They  faid  he  had  aflumed  a power  which  the  confti- 
tution  denied  even  to  the  fovereign,  the  power  of 
making  thofe  things  to  be  treafon,  which  were  not 
confidercd  to  be  fuch  by  the  laws ; that  the  people 
had  a right  to  affemble  to  confider  of  their  common 
grievances,  and  to  form  affociations  for  their  general 
conduft  towards  the  remedy  of  thofe  grievances ; and 
that  the  proclamation  was  equally  arbitrary,  odious, 
and  illegal.  Had  the  Governor  confidered  the  hifto- 
ry  of  former  times  carefully;  he  might  have  eafily  dif- 
covered  that  covenanters  are  not  fo  eafily  frightened 
as  to  give  up  what  they  conceive  to  be  their  juft 
rights,  for  a liinple  proclamation.  The  cafe  now  be- 
tween the  crown  officers  and  the  colonifts  was  much 
like  that  between  the  ancient  covenanters  and  the 
royalifts,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft.  The  par- 
tizans  of  Charles  charged  the  covenanters  with  trea- 
fon and  rebellion,  and  the  others  accufed  them  of  ty- 
ranny and  treafon’  againft  the  conftitution.  Neither 
party  could  convince  the  other  by  arguments,  they  at 
laft  appealed  to  Heaven,  and  tried  to  determine  their 
caiufe  by  the  length  of  the  fword ; the  determination 
was  fatal  to  many  thoufands,  and  to  Charles  himfclf, 
and  ought  to  be  a warning  to  all  future  magiftrates 
not  to  provoke  a people  too  far.  Minifters  and  court 
favourites  ought  to  confidei',  that  among  their  friends 
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there  are  few  that  are  fuch  from  principle,  and  pro- 
vided that  it  fliould  happen  to  be  their  intereft  to  turn 
againit  ti.em,  they  will  foon  delert  them,  and  joia 
with  their  enemies  ; whereas  thole  tijat  are  againft 
them,  for  the  n oil  pan,  have  both  principle  and  inie- 
re/i,  in  oppoling  them,  and  are  determined  by  the 
flrongdd  motives.  But  before  w^e  proceed  to  confi- 
dcr  the  tranfacHons  at  home,  which  n^ate  to  the 
American  alfiirs  of  this  year,  we  lhall  take  a view  of 
the  bchatiour  of  the  colonies,  and  what  pall  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  determination  of  the  general  congrefs  had  now 
confirmed  the  principles  of  the  timid  and  cautious, 
and  tiieir  fears  being  removed,  they  laid  alide  that 
moderation  which  before  they  aii'eitcd  to  obferve. 

The  rcfolves  of  the  congrefs  became  now  the  creed 
of  the  colonies  in  matters  of  politics,  and  a perfeft 
compliance  ■with  their  determinations  was  every  w'herc 
obferved.  The  unanimity  through  the  W'hole  conti- 
nent was  amazing  3 the  fame  language  was  obferved 
bv  town  and  provincial  meetings,  by  general  afl'em- 
bhes,  by  judges  in  their  charges,  and  by  grand  juries 
in  their  prefentments ; and  all  their  afls  tended  to  the 
fame  point.  It  was  furprifing  and  wonderful  to  fee 
the  inliabitants  of  rich  commercial  countries,  who 
had  acquired  a long  aqd  eftabliflied  relilh  for  the 
fuperfluities  of  life,  and  who  it  might  have  been  fup- 
pofed,  would  have  acquired  irrefiflible  habits  in  uling 
them,  all  on  a fudden  throwing  afide  the  captivating 
allurements,  and  confining  thcmfelves  to  what  was 
merely  neceffary.  To  obferve  the  merchant  forego 
the  advantages  of  trade  and  commerce,  the  farmer 
fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  the  fale  of  the  produce  of  his  in-  . 
duflry,  and  the  feaman,  with  the  numberlefs  other 
perfons  depeudeue  upon  trade,  contentedly  reCgo  the 

very 
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very  means  of'their  livelihood,  and  trufl  to  their  pre- 
carious fubGilence,  from  the  public  fpirit  and  charity 
of  the  opulent,  was  an  uncommon  phoenomenon  ; and 
what  is  perhaps  more  amazing,  that  the  rich  Ihculd 
have  been  difpofed  to  run  the  hazard  of  loGiig  their 
all,  and  fupplying  the  poor,  for  the  uncertain  expefta- 
tion  of  obtaining  what  probability  feemed  to  deter- 
mine againll.  Such  however  was  the  view  that  Ame- 
rica at  that  time,  Gnce,  and  at  prefent  exhibited  to  the 
world.  . 

They  had  fent  a petition  from  the  continental  con- 
grefs  to  the.  throne,  upon  which  they  placed  fomc 
hopes  of  a reconciliation  with  the  mother-couniryir— 

It  was  imagined  that  a general  application  to  the 
people  of  England  would  have  produced  a falutary 
effeft,  and  the  colonifts  had  llill  a greater  dependance 
upon  the  unanimity  of  the  determinations  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  in  influencing  tlie  public  opinions  at  hcrae  in  the 
mother- country.  Thdc  hopes  however  did  not  pre- 
vail fo  far  with  them,  as  to  put  them  off  their  guard, 
or  to  make  them  abate  of  their  zeal  in  purfuing  fuch 
meafures  as  were  neceflary  to  provide  againfl;  the 
worft  that  might  happen.  The  principal  leaders  did 
not  depend  much  upon  thefe  expectations,  which 
fome  placed  in  the  luccefs  of  their  petition  to  the 
throne,  d'he  fouthern  colonies  began  to  arm,  as 
thofe  in  the  north,  and  to  train  and  arm  their  militia; 
and  as  foon  as  advice  was  received  of  the  proclama- 
tion iffued  in  England  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition  to  America,  meafnres  were 
fpeedily  taken  to  provide  a remedy  for  that  defeCi. 

For  this  purpofe,  and  to  render  themfelves  as  inde- 
pendent as  polfible  upon  foreigners  fot  the  fupply  of 
thefe  elTential  articles,  mills  were  ereCfed,  and  manu- 
faflures  formed,  both  in  Philadelphia  and  Virginia, 
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for  the  making  of  gunpowder,  and  encouragement- 
given  in  all  the  colonies,  for  the  fabricating  of  arms 
of  every  fort.  Great  and  many  difficulties  attended 
thefe  firft  clTays ; and  the  fupply  of  powder,  both 
from  home  manufafture,  and  importation,  was  for  a 
long  time  fcarce  and  precarious.  But  fuch  was  their 
refolution  and  zealj  that  they  ardently  perfifted  in 
their  undertakings,  and  fuccefs  attended  their  endea- 
Yoursi 

Governor  Gage  iffued  a proclamation  againfl:  the 
provincial  congrefsof  Maffachuffett’s-Bay,  but  it  did 
not  produce  the  fmallcfl;  effeft  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Congrefs,  nor  in  the  conduft  of  the  people,  who 
paid  an  implicit  obedience  to  its  determinations.  It 
is  highly  probable  that  the  raeafures  of  this  provin- 
cial alTembly  were  managed  by  advice  of  the  general 
congrefs,  which  was  fitting  at  the  fame  time,  with 
whom  they  held  a conftant  correfpondence.  .The 
critical  fituation  of  Bofton,  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince, was  an  objeft  of  much  confidcration,  nor  was 
it  eafy  to  determine  in  what  manner  to  provide  for 
the  fafety  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  prevent  the  town 
becoming  a thorn  of  uneafmefs  to  the  province,  if 
matters  Ihould  come  to  the  laft  extremity.  From  its 
natural  advantages  of  fituation,  and  the  works  thrown 
up  on  the  neck,  Bolton  was  already  become  a flrong 
hold,  and  was  capable,  with  little  difficulty,  by  rhe* 
proteftion  of  a fleet,  to  be  made  almofl  impregnable 
againfl  any  force.  It  was  alfo  at  the  pleafare  of  the 
governor,  capable  of  being  made  a fecure  prifon  Tor 
the  inhabitants,  who  w'ould  thereby  become  hoftages 
for  the  province  at  large.  Several  different  propo- 
fals  were  made  to  prevent  or  remedy  thefe  evils.— 
One  was  only  to  remove  the  inhabitants ; another  to 
fet  a valuation  upon  the  eftates,  to  burn  the  town, 

and 


Digilu 


A.  n».  I-;-;-  the  War  in  America.  . 43* 

and  reiraburfe  them  for  their  Ioffes.  Both  thcfc 
fchcmes  were  clogged  with  infurmouritable  'difficul- 
ties, which  rendered  them  imprafticablc.  Force  v/as 
the  only  expedient  that  could  be  purfued  with  a pro- 
bability of  fuccefe;  but  they  were  not  yet  determined 
to  proceed  to  that  extremity.  They  had  ftlll  fome 
hopes  that  Britain  would  relax  in  her  demands,  and 
think  better  on  the  fubjeft ; they  could  hardly  per- 
fuade  themfelves  that  ffie  was  determined  upon 
flaughtering  the  fubjeds  of  the  empire,  for  the  fake 
of  opinions  merely  problematical,  and  which  could 
be  no  way  available  to  her  real  intereff.  They  confi* 
dered  the  military  preparations  of  the  mother  coun- 
try in  the  fame  light  that  they  were  conlidered  at 
home, intended  tofrighten  them  into  a cbmpliancewith 
the  meafures  of  government,  but  that  they  did  not  in- 
tend to  proceed  to  hollllities;  However,  in  the 
mean  time,  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  re- 
moved out  of  the  town,  under  the  real  apprchcnfions 
of  immediate  violence*  from  the  troops,  or  of  being 
fecured  and  fent  to  England,  to  ftand  their  trial  for 
fuppofed  offences. 

, The  provincial  cbngrefs  having  finiihed  all  their 
bufinefs  which  they  thought  proper  and  neceffary  at 
this  time;  dlffolved  themfelves  in  the  end  of  Noveni- 
ber,  having  firft  appointed  another  meeting  in  theen- 
fuing  month  of  February.  During  this  recefs,  ti  c 
friends  of  government  began  to  beftir  themfelves, 
and  to  fliew  their  deftgns  in  fome  few  places. 
They  wanted  to  try  their  ftrength  and  their 
numbers,  and  to  make  a ftand  againft  the  general 
current.  Some  affociatlons  w'ere  formed  for  mutual 
defence,  and  in  fome  feW  towns  a refufal  was  made 
to  the  orders  of  the  congrefs ; but  the  oppofite  tem- 
per tv'as  fo  prevaiem,  that  thofe  attempts  were  foon 
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quelled.  The  diffidcnts  were  overpowCfcd  by  num- 
bers, and  all  their  attempts  came  to  nothing. 

The  fufpicion  which  the  mother  country  had  of  the 
colonies,  promoted  the  grounds  of  their  fufpicions ; for 
by  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  military  (lores,  (he 
fuggefted  the  idea  of  fefiftance,  or  at  leaft  fuppofed 
that  fome thing  would  be  done  by  government,  that 
would  tend  to  provoke  the  colonifts  to  make  ufc  of 
fuch  (loresi,  When  the  account  of  this  prohibition 
was  received  at  Rhode  Ifland,  the  people  feized 
and  carried  away  all  the  ordnance  belonging  to  the 
crown  in  that  province,  which  lay  upon  fome  batte- 
ries that  defended  one  of  the-  harbours,  and  which 
amounted  to  above  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  of  differ- 
ent fizes.  When  a captain  of  a man  of  war  waited 
upon  the  governor  to  enquire  into  the  meaning  of 
/ this  procedure,  he  was  informed  with  great  frank- 
nefs,  that  the  people  had  feized  the  cannon  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  king’s  forces, 
and  that  they  intended  to  makeufe  of  them  to  de- 
fend themfelves,  againft  any  power  that  (hould  at- 
tempt to  moleft  them.  The  affcmbly  of  that  illand 
alfo  paffed  refolutions  for  the  procuring  of  arms  and 
military  (lores,  by  all  means,  and  from  all  quarters 
from  whence  they  could  be  obtained,  as  well  as  for 
training  and  arming  the  inhabitants. 

The  province  of  New  Hamp(hirc,  which  had  hi- 
therto appeared  to  be  of  a placid  and  moderate  tem- 
per, and  had  behaved  with  more  refpeft  to  govern- 
ment than  the  other  provinces  of  New  England,  as 
foon  as  they  heard  of  the  refolutions  of  Rhodc- 
Kland,  and  received  a copy  of  the  royal  proclamation 
that  gave  rife  to  them,  purfued  the  fame  plan.  A 
body  of  men  affembled  in  arms,  and  marched  to  the 
attack  of  a fmall  fort  called  William  and  Mary,  only 
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confiderable  for  being  the  objeft  of  the  firft  military 

operation  in  that  province. This  fort  was  eafily 

taken,and  fupplied  them  with  a quantity  of  powder,  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  put  themfelvcs  in  a ftate 
of  defence.  No  other  a£ls  of  hoftility  or  violence 
happened  during  the  winter,  but  a firm  determina- 
tion of  reliftancc  was  however  univerfally  fpread  and 
cncreafed  every  day.  The  arrival  of  the  king’s  fpeech 
and  the  addrelTes  of  the  new  parliament,  added  to 
the  flame  that  was  already  kindled.  Their  former 
jealoufy,  which  needed  no  additional  fuel,  began  now 
to  blaze  forth  with  all  the  exprelfions  of  concern  and 
anxiety,  attended  with  the  figns  of  determined  refo-' 
lution  to  refift  every  aft  of  violence  that  government 
(hould  attempt  to  commit  upon  them. 

The  king’s  fpeech,  in  the  opinion  of  the  colonies, 
cut  oflF  all  hopes  of  reconciliation,  and  made  them 
drain  every  nerve  to  provide  againft  the  ftorm  they 
faw  gathering  againft  them.  It  is  very  remarkable 
that  all  the  public  afts  and  declarations,  which  in 
England  were  recommended  as  the  means  of  pacify- 
ing the  colonies,  by  intimidating  them,  conftantly  ope- 
rated in  a different  manner.  The  more  clearly  a de- 
termination was  Ihcwn  to  inforce  an  high  authority, 
the  more  refolutely  the  colonifts  feemed  to  refift  it. 
The  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  which  had  met  by  ad- 
journment towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1 774,  was 
the  firft  legal  convention  that  ratified  unanimoufly 
all  the  afts  of  the  General  Congrefs,  and  appointed 
delegates  to  reprefent  them  in  the  new  congrefs, 
whichwastobc  held  in  the  enfuing  month  of  May.— - 
The  proceedings  in  other  places  were  fimilar,  and 
much  of  the  fame  kind  through  all  the  colonies.——. 
The  convention  of  Maryland  appointed  a fum  of  mo- 
ney for  purchafing  arms  and  ammunition,  and  the 
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provincial  aiTembly  of  Philadelphia  in  ihe  end  pf  Ja- 
nuary palTed  a refoluiion  for  the  encouragement  of 
manufacturing  gunpowder. 

llie  iiffembly  of  New  York,  which  met  in  thebe-, 
ginning  of  the  year,  differed  indeed  from  the  reft 
of  the  continent.  After  feveraJ  debates  upon  the 
(]uc{Hou  concerning  acceding  to  the  general  congrefs,. 
it  was  rejefred  upon  a divifion,  but  by  a very  fmal{ 
majority.  About  this  time  the  friends  of  government^ 
by  inftru^i^ns  from  Britain,  formed  ^ reprefenmio4 
of  grievances,  which  they  propofed  to  lay  before  the 
king  and  parliament;  in  this  they  were  epcouraged  by 
the  lieutenant-governor,  imagining  that  as  they  ha4 
refufed  to  join  the  general  congrefs,  that  their  repre- 
fcmaiion  and  petition  would  meet  with  acceptance  j 
but  this  peiitiop  and  reprefentatipn  was  as  intffeClual 
as  many  others. 

The  new  proyincjal  congrefs  of  MafTachufett’s-Bay 
affembled  upon  the  ift  of  February  at  Cambridge,  and 
purfued  the  fame  plan  that  had  been  marked  out  for 
them  by  their  predecclTors.  Among  other  refolutian? 
they  publilhed  one  to  infprm  the  people,  that  front 
the  prefem  difpofition  of  the  Britilh  miniftry  and  par- 
liament, there  was  real  canfe  to  fear  that  the  rcafon- 
able  and  juft  application  of  that  continent  to  Great 
Britain  for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety,  would  not  meet; 
with  a favourable  reception  ; but  on  the  contrary, 
from  the  large  reinforcement  of  troops,  expeSed  in 
that  colony,  the  general  appearance,  and  tenor  of 
intelligence  from  Great  Britain,  they  had  reafon  to 
apprehend  thiu  the  fudden  deftruCtion  of  |that  colony 
vvas  iiuended,  for  refufmg  with  the  other  American 
colonies,  tamely  to  fubmit  to  what  they  termed,  the 
moll  ignominious  llavery.  They  therefore  urged  in 
the  ftronjfcft  manner,  the  miUtia  in  general,  and  the 
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minut}  men  in  particular,  to  fpare  neither  time,  pains, 
r-or  expence,  at  fo  critical  a junefiure,  in  perfefling 
ihemfclves  in  military  difeipline.  They  palTed  other 
refolutions  for  the  providing  and  making  of  fire  arms 
and  bayonets,  and  renewed  more  llrifHy  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  former  congrefs,  concerning  not  fiipplying 
the  troops  at  Bollon  with  any  of  thofe  ncccflaries  which 
are  peculiarly  requifitc  for  the  military  fervicc ; The 
markets  of  Bofton  being  Hill  open  for  tlie  fu])ply  of 
provifions.  d'he  dilUnftion  that  is  here  made  between 
the  militia  and  the  minute  men  may  jicrhaps  not  be  un- 
derftood  by  fome.  The  meaning  of  this  dillinftion 
is,  that  a felcfl  body  of  the  militia  were  engaged  to 
liold  ihemfclves  ready  upon  all  occafions,  and  at  the 
ihorteft  notice,  for  aftual  fervice.  That  is,  according 
to  the  phrafe,  to  be  ready  at  a minute’s  warning.  Oa 
this  account  they  are  ftiled  minutemen  j and  they  have 
fliewn,  by  their  readinef^  and  activity  fince,  the  pro- 
priety of  their  name. 

The  meetings  of  the  general  congrefs,  and  the  con- 
ventions  of  particular  provinces,  were  a dreadful  eye- 
fore  to  the  government.  1 he  fccrctary  of  Hate  for 
the  American  department,  ifl'ued  a circular  letter,  for- 
bidding, in  the  king’s  name,  and  under  the  pain  of 
hisdifpleafurc,  the  elesHion  of  deputies  for  the  enfiiing 
general  congrefs  ; but  this  letter  produced  no  elFeft. 
The  elections  took  place  every  where,  and  even  in  the 
province  of  New- York,  notv.'ithllanding  their  late 
promifmg  proceedings,  itlatters  continued  very  quiet 
at  Bolton,  which  happened  on  account  of  the  injunc- 
tions of  the  general  congrefs,  more  than  from  the  Ihips 
of  war  that  crowded  the  harbour,  or  the  force  tliat 
was  ftationed  in  the  town.  Tlie  calm  was,  how- 
ever, precarious  and  fiflitioiw.  Abundance  of 
fuel  had  been  gathered  on  both  fidcs,  fufficicntly 
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prepared  to  kindle  with  the  fraalleft  fpark  ; more  was 
preparing,  and  tlje  lead  touch  was  likely  to  kindle  1 
general  conflagration.  Upon  the  16th  of  February, 
General  Gage  fent  a detachment  of  troops,  under 
the  command  of  a field  officer,  to  feize  fome  brafs  can- 
non he  had  been  informed  were  depofited  in  the  town 
of  Salem.  Thefe  failed  aboard  a tranfport  to  Marble-r 
head,  which  lies  four  miles  fouth  of  Salem,  and  about 
fourteen  miles  from  the  town  of  Boflon;  from 
thence  they  marched  to  Salem,  where  they  found 
no  cannon.  They  were,  however,  fufpicious 
that  they  had  been  carried  away  that  morning 
in  confequence  of  the  report  of  their  approach,  and 
from  this  apprehenfion  marched  farther  into  the  coun- 
try, in  hopes  of  overtaking  them.  In  this  purfuit 
theyarrivedat  a draw-bridge  over  a ftnall  river,  where 
a number  of  tjie  country  people  were  affembled,  and 
tiiole  on  the  oppofite  fide  had  taken  up  the  bridge  to 
prevent  their  paflage.  The  commanding  officer  orderv 
ed  the  bridge  to  be  let  down,  whjch  the  people  per-* 
emptorily  refufed  to  do,  faying,  that  it  was  a private 
road,  and  he  had  no  authority  to  demand  a paflfaga 
that  way  ; for  both  fides  ftill  profefl’ed  to  keep  the 
public  peace,  though  war  was  in  their  hearts,  and 
till  the  fword  was  drawn  all  r.efiftance  was  carried  on 
upon  legal  grounds  and  pretences.  If  this  was  aftually 
a private  road,  the  foldiers  had  np  right  to  commit  a 
trefspafs  from  a pretence  of  feeking  cannon,  wherethey 
were  not  likely  to  find  any,  and  they  people  had  an  un-* 
doubted  right  to  difpute  the  paflage  with  the  military 
as  they  were  off  the  king’shighway,  and  nottravclling 
in  the  common  road  where  fuch  travellers  were  won* 
:o  pafs.  The  officer,  who  feems  to  have  confidered 
hirafelf  in  an  enemy*s  country,  and  not  in  a country 
where  he  was  amenable  to  the  laws,  was  determined 
yj  force  his  paflage,  and  perceiving  a boat  near  at  hand, 
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determined  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  gain  the  poffeffion  of 
the  bridge. — But  the  country  people  perceiving  his 
'defign,  feveral  of  them  jumped  into  it,  and  with  axes 
cut  holes  in  its  bottom,  which  occafioncd  a feuffle  be- 
tween them  and  the  foldiers  in  and  about  the  boat.^ 
Things  were  now  tending  to  extremities,  as  the  com- 
mander feemed  determined  to  force  his  palTage,  and 
the  others  were  as  refolutely  bent  to  prevent  it.  In 
this  fituation  were  matters,  when  a clergyman  in  thd 
neighbourhood,  who  had  attended  the  whole  tranf- 
aftion,  remonftrated  with  theofficer,  who  was  a lieuten- 
ant colonel,  upon  the  fatal  confequences  that  would 
Infue,  provided  he  made  ufe  of  force;  and  finding  that 
the  officer  Hood  upon  a point  of  honour  in  making 
good  his  palTage,  more  than  any  other  thing,  for  it  was 
then  too  late  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  cannon,  he  per- 
fuaded  the  people  to  let  down  the  bridge,  which  the 
troops  took  polTeffion  of.  The  colonel  having  fent 
a detachment  a Ihort  way  into  the  country,  in  cxercife 
of  his  right  which  he  alTumed,  they  immediately  return- 
ed, without  moleftation,  on  board  the  tranfport.  Thus 
ended  this  firft  expedition,  without  producing  any 
material  effeft,  and  without  much  mifehief.  But  itnow 
appeared  how  fmall  a matter  would  have  producedhoAU 
lities,  and  in  what  aprecarious  fituation  the  peace  of  the 
empire  now  was;  and  thattheleall  exertion  of  the  milU 
tary  would  certainly  bring  matters  to  an  extremity. 
There  was  one  thing  which  greatly  exafperated  the  co- 
lonills,and  that  was, the  aft  for  taking  away  their  char- 
ters, and  for  protefting  the  military  from  any  trial  in  the 
province;  this  made  them  confider  themfelves  as  under 
a military  government.  Every  motion  of  the  military 
body  became  fufpefted,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
was  confidered  as  an  exertion  of  the  moft  hateful  and 
odious  tyranny.  This  appearance  of  refillance  great- 
ly offended  and  irritated  the  military,  who,*  from  this 
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time,  appear  to  have  lived  upon  worfe  tenn?  with  the 
people  of  Boflon,  than  they  had  done  before.  Men 
who  iiavc  l>een  bred  to  the  "profefTion  of  arms,  and 
confider  all  inferiors  merely  under  the  command  of 
their  fuperiors,  and  bound  to  obey  them  without  alking 
or  gi\dng  any  other  reafon  of  their  doing  fo,  than  that 
they  are  commanded,  confider  all  bppofition  to  their 
will  and  plealure  as  the  moft  heinous  tranfgrefCon. 
It  becomes  natural  to  them  to  rule  over  all  whom  they 
have  power,  according  to  the  military  law,  for  which 
reafon  they  become  very  dihigreeable  neighbours  to 
all  thofe  who  have  juft  ideas  of  liberty,  and  purfue  the 
tights  of  human  nature.  The  Britifti  foldiery  ima- 
gining, as  indeed  was  the  cafe,  that  they  were  fent  to 
Bofton  to  rule  the  town,  and  aft 'towards  the  people 
as  rebels  to  the  king,  began  to  infult  the  Inhabitants, 
and  to  beha^e  as  in  an  enemy’s  country.  Several  of 
their  outrages  •w'efe  now  complained  of,  and  all  things 
feemed  to  tend  to  a general  rupture.  The  crifis  faft 
approached  when  all  leffer  calamities  were  to  be  for- 
gotten, in  a general  contemplation  of  thofe  of  a great- 
er and  more  ferious  nature.  ' ‘ 

The  provincials  having  collected  a confidcrablc 
quantity  of  military  ftorcs  at  the  towm  of  Concord,' 
wdierc  tlic  provincial  congrefs  was  fitting,  General 
Gage  confidcred  it  as  expedient  to  detach  a party  of 
the  troops  to  deftroy  them.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith, 
and  Major  Pitcairn,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  in- 
fantry of  the  army,  w'cre  detached  for  that  purpofe.' 
It  was  confidently  reported  and  believed  at  that  time,* 
that  this  military  appointment  had  another  objefl  in 
view',  and  that  the  intention  thereof  priaclpally  was; 
to  feize  Mell'rs.  Hancock  and  Adams,  thefc  great  ob- 
•noxious  leaders  of  wliat  was  c.illcd  the  faftion,  which 
was  againft  the  new  form  of  government.  This  de- 
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tachmem  is  faid  to  have  conCHedof  900  ibcb,  prqiar- 
ed  and  appointed  for  the  parpofc.  This  body  of 
troops  embarked  on  the  night  preceding  the  19th  of 
April,  and  landed  at  a place  called  Phipps’s  Farm, 
about  fix  miles  north-weft  from  Charleftown  Ferry  y 
from  thence  they  proceeded  in  their  march  with  great 
filence  and  expedition,  towards  Concord.  This  town 
{lands  on  the  caft  fide  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name, 
foraetimes  alfo  called  Billerika,  which  runs  into  the 
river  Mirimak,  a little  below  the  falls  of  Pantucket. 
On  the  road  to  Concord  ftands  Lexington,  about  five 
miles  towards  the  eaft  j thither  the  troops  marched 
with  great  expedition.  Several  officers  upon  horfe- 
back  fecured  the  country,  and  fecured  all  the  people 
which  they,  found  in  their  way  at  that  early  time,  left 
they  (hould  give  the  alarm  to  the  inhabitants,  who 
would  be  re^y  to  rife  in  arms  to  oppofe  their  defignsl 
This  precaution,  though  it  was  abundantly  prudent, 
did  not  prevent  the  town  and  country  people  from 
receiving  notice  oftheir  approach,  which  they  foon  dif- 
covered  by  the  firing  of  guns  and  ringing  of  bells.  They 
were  now  affembling  in  the  neighbouring  villages  be- 
fore day-Ught,  and  making  preparations  for  the  event 
which  they  feared.  Upon  the  troops  arriving  at  Lex- 
ih^ton  at  five  in  the  morning,  they  found  the  company 
of  mihtia  belonging  to  the  town,  affemblcd  upon  a 
green  near  the  road  ; upon  which  an  officer  in  the 
van  called  out,  “ Bifperfe  ye  rebels  j throw  down 
your  arras  and  difperfe the  foldiers  at  the  fame  time 
running  up  with  loud  huzzas,  fired  forae  fcatter- 
ing  (hot,  and  then  gave  a general  difcHargc,  by  which 
^ght  of  the  militia  were  killed,  and  feveral  wounded. 
This  was  the  firft  fliedding  of  blood  that  happened  in 
this  unhappy  and  unnatural  conteft.  Much  pains  have 
been  taken  on  both'  fides  of  the  <jueftion  to  prove 
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the  others  the  aggreffors  upon  this  occafion.  The 
gazette  affirmed,  that  the  troops  were  fired  upon  from 
fome  neighbouring  houfes;  but  for  this  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  thefmalleft  evidence.  The  gazettes 
about  that  time  were  fo  inconfillent  and  badly  coin- 
pofed,  often  contradifted  by  the  friends  of  govern* 
ment  that  were  upon  the  fpot,  tluu  the  public  have' 
fince  given  very  little  credit  to  them.  ""  It  appe^e4 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  evidence',’  as  well  as' of 
our  own  people  who 'were  taken  prifbners,  ‘as  froo^ 
many  of  the  provincials,  all  whole  ^depofitions  were  ^ 
taken  by  proper  magiftrates,  that  the  firing,botjh.a« 
Lexington  and  Concord,  was' begun,  by  the; kipg’s 
troops.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  thofe  in  the 
houfes  wonld  have  expofed  the  lives  of  t|ieijr  friend^ 
ill  the  militia,  who  were  Handing  in  a tnannpr  uatjer 
the  muzzles  of  the  guns  of  the  foldiers,.  l^y  firw|np9fi 
the  troops  from  their  covers.  The  fevir  tnilitia 
were  now  in  the  power  of  the  troops,  may  be  «ou7 
ceived  as  fufficient  pledges  to  prevent  PUp^age 
from  their  friends  aud  neighbours  in  the  ^djoifyag 
houfes,  ^ 

After  this  execution,  the  detachment  procced^4.*5* 
Concord,  the  cotnmanding  officer  having  preyh>ft^ 
difpatched  fix  companies  of  light  infantry,  to 
two  bridges  which  lay  beyond  the  town,  upoft  the; 
Sudbury  and  North  Concord,  wuh  ,a  defign  to  pre, 
vent  any  of  the  (lores  frpm . being  parried  away,  .or 
the  two  devoted  rebels,  Adams  and  Hancock,  fron^ 
cfcaping.  It  happened,  however,  that  they,,}^'^ 
difappointed  in  both  their  views  ; for  they  could, 
find  thefe  two  obnoxious  perfons,  and  except^?^ 
old  cannon,  and  a fmall  quantity  of  flour,  they  foqn^ 
nothing  of  confequence.  They  indeed  did  execution 
upon  the  cannon  by  rendering  them  unferviccablc. 
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and  mofl  heroicall7  threw  the  barrels  of  flour  into 
the  river.  About  a year  after  that  flour  w'ould  have 
been  of  feme  fervice  to  the  fame  troops,  when 
they  were  cooped  up  in  Bofton*  It  argues  a great 
malignity  of  temper  to  deftroy  the  bounties  of  provi- 
dence, for  fear  that  our  enemies  fliould  enjoy  them. 
We  have  certainly  a right,  provided  we  are  in  want 
of provifions,  to  prefer  qurfelves  to  our  enemies;  but 
wantonly  to  deftroy  corn  and  flour,  for  fear  others 
fhould  life  it,  is  a warring  with  providence,  and  decla- 
ring, we  have  no  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  our  caufct 
Weapons  of  war,  and  inftruments  ofhoftility,  may 
lawfully  be  deftroyed  in  the  hands  of  our  foes,  or  taken 
away  from  them  whether  we  need  them  or  not,  but 
to  deftroy  that  food  which  is  the  general  fupport  of  all 
men,  for  fear  thofe  we  call  enemies  fliould  ufe  it,  af- 
fords a different  moral  reflection.  Befides,  at  this  time 
thefe  colonifts  had  not  (hewn  any  afts  of  enmity  againft 
the  troops;  they  Were  therefore  both  feekingto  ftarve 
and  murder  their  friends  and  countrymeni  The  co- 
loniils  appear  to  have  induftrioufly  avoided  engaging 
in  hoftilities  on  this  occafion  ; for  a body  of  militia, 
which  occupied  a hill  in  the  way  between  Concord 
and  the  bridge,  retired,  and  paffed  along  it  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  troops,  which  immediately  took  polTeffion 
thereof.  This  Ihews  that  they  did  not  intend  to  have 
licgun  hoftilities  at  this  time,  otherwife  they  would 
havedifputedthep  aflfageof  the  bridge  With  the  light  in- 
fantry,. which  they  might  eafily  have  done.  The  milii 
tja  had  not  retired  far  till  they  perceived  fcveral  fires 
in  the  town,  which  they  imagined  were  houfes  in 
flames  ; they  therefore  returned  towards  the  bridge 
which  they  had  paffed,  which  lay  dire^y  in  their  way. 
Upon  this  the  light  infantry  retired  on  the  Concord 
fide  of  the  river,  and  began  to  pull  up  the  bridge  ; but 
V * upon 
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upon  the  approach  of  the  militia,  ^vho  Teemed  induftri- 
oufly  to  aroid  beginning  the  attack,  and  made  as  if 
they  intended  to  pafs  as  common  travcHers,  the  fol- 
diers  immediately  fired  and  killed  two  men.  The 
provincials  returned  the  fire,  and  a Ikirmilh  enfued  at 
the  bridge,  in  which  the  kings  troops  were  put  into 
Tome  confiifion,  and  were  forced  to  retreat,  having 
feveral  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  a lieutenant  and 
Tome  others  taken  prifoners.  This  fully  proves  that 
the  provincials  had  no  intention  of  beginning  hoftilities 
at  this  time  ; for  they  might  have  at  firft  difputed  the 
bridge  with  the  troops,  had  they  defigned  to  have 
come  to  blows,  more  eafily  than  to  drive  them  from 
the  poffclGon  of  it.  The  country  now  arofe  upon 
the  king’s  troops  ; they  were  attacked  on  ail  qoar> 
tert,  and  Ikirmilh  lucceeded  Ikirrailh.  A continued, 
though  fcattered  and  irregular  fire,  was  maintained 
through  the  whole  of  a long  and  very  hot  day.  The 
troops  did  not  find  it  To  eafy  in  marching  back  as  they 
did  in  marching  from  Bofton.  All  the  way  between 
Concord  and  Lexington  the  houfes,  walls,  and  coverts 
were  lined  with  armed  men,  who  conftantly  annoyed 
the  troops,  and  they  were  purfued  and  attacked  in 
the  rear  by  the  militia  which  defeated  them  at  the 
bridge.  They  were  how  in  a very  critical  fituadon, 
and  much  diftrelTed,  which  evils  they  had  brought 
upon  thcmfelves,  by  their  ralhnefs  in  Ihedding  blood 
when  they  had  no  occafion ; they  were  now  likely  to 
fuffer  feverely,  when  Lord  Percy  arrived  at  Lexing- 
ton with  a ftrong  reinforcement  for  their  relief  and 
afliftance.  General  Gage,  erther  through  fufpicioii 
of  what  would  happen,  or  from  knowing  what  orders 
hchadgivento  Colonel  Smith,  had,  early  in  the  mom- 
iug,  fent  off  Earl  Percy  with  fixteencompanies  of  foot, 
a denchnteni  of  marines^  and  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
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to  fupport  the  operations  of  the  Colonel.  This  rein- 
forcement was  ju|l  arrived  as  the  fatigpied  troops  re- 
turned to  Lexington.  This  frelh  aiCilance  was  the 
more  acceptable  and  feafonable,  as  the  troops  are  faid 
to  have  run  (hort  of  all  kinds  of  ammunition ; bnt 
fuppofe  that  had  not  been  the  cafe,  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  for  ^em  to  have  efcaped  being  cut  off,  or  being 
taken,  in  the  journey  of  fifteen  miles  they  had  to  make 
before  they  arrived  at  Bolton. 

This  powerful  fupport  gave  them  a breathing,  and 
the  cannon  was  of  great  fervke  to  them.  TTiefe  kept 
the  purluers  at  forae  dillance,as  they  had  no  ordnance 
of  the  fame  kind  to  anfwer  them.  But  when  the 
troops  refumed  their  march,  the  attack  became  more 
fierce  and  violent;  the  counuy  affembled  on  all  fides, 
and  attacked  the  forces  with  the  utmoft  fury.  Many 
were  killed  in  the  retreat  by  people  that  watched  the 
approach  of  the  troops  behind  walls,  hedges,  and 
ditches,  and  the  danger  encreafed  until  fun-fening, 
when  they  arrived  at  Charlellown  in  a moll  lhattered 
and  fatigued  fituarion.  All  things  conlidered,  both 
olHcers  and  men,  who  did  not  fall  by  the  way,  made 
an  exceeding  fwifit  and  expeditious  march  back  to  Bof- 
ton.  What  on  this  occafion  was  exceedingly  lingular 
was,  the  troops  accufed  the  provincials  of  cruelty,  and 
upbraided  them  with  cowardice  ; though  their  behavi- 
our to  their  prifoners  fliewed  the  accufation  to  be 
felfe,  and  the  'defeating  the  king’s  troops  ftiewed  their 
aifertion  of  cowardice  to  be  unjuft.  It  had  long  been 
the  tone  of  military  men,  that  the  colonifts  were  cow- 
ards and  would  not  fight,  but  they  began  now  to  ex- 
perience to  their  coll,  that  they  had  been  greatly  mif- ' 
taken.  Courage  is  a thing  that  may  be  acquired 
more  ways  than  one ; and  is  not  confined  to  thofe  who 
make  war  a profeilion.  When  med  are  perfuaded; 
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of  the  juflnefs  of  tlicir  caufc,  and  are  endowed  iwirh 
equal  bodily  ftrength,  a little  pra£Hce  in  arms  will 
render  them  as  courageous  as  others;  and  in  propor- 
tion as  they  purfue  the  ideas  of  juflice  and  true  liber- 
ty, their  courage  will  be  more  Heady,  rational,  and 
deliberate.  People  often  miftake  madnefs  and  fury  ‘ 
for  courage^  when,  through  the  heat  of  paflion,  they 
rifk  their  lives  for  what  neither  their  reafon  nor  con- 
fcience  can  approve ; and  often  necelTity  pafTes  tinder' 
the  fame  appellation ; when  men  are  obliged,  by  the 
force  ofcommand,  to  venture  their  lives  one  wav,  other- 
wife  they  will  be  taken  from  them  in  another.  Neither  • 
of  thefe  deferve  the  name  of  true  courage,  for  both  6f 
them  may  be  found  in  other  animals  as  well  as  in  man. 
Juflice.is  the  foundation  of  courage ; all  other  exer- 
tions of  force  is  violence  and  madnefs.  There  are 
fome  fpccics  of  courage  like  that  of  the  gentleman 
who  faid  he  would  chearfully  go  to  hell,  provided  he 
could  obtain  the  ruin  of  a clafs  of>  people  h’e  greatly 
abhorred. — ^I’his  was  daring  courage,  and  wrought 
up  to  a great  pitch; 

This  unfortunate  beginning  of  the  American  war  was 
nor  attended  with  fo  great  lofs  of  men  on  either  fide’ 
as  might  have  been  expefted  from  thelen^h,  irregu- 
Sarity,  and  variety  of  the  engagement.  This  muH  be 
attributed  to  the  provincials  having  JeW  men,' at  firlf,- 
and  to  their  afterwards  being  kept  at  a diRafice  by 
the  cannon  ol  the  king’s  troops.  His  majelly’s  forces,- 
as  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  fuffered  moil  upon  this  qCca- J 
fion  ; though  it  is  not  eafy  to  afeertain  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  in  this  unfortunate  expedition. 
According  to  tlic  ncarefl;  and  beft  calculation  that  has  ^ 
yet  been  given,  ofdie  king's  troops  there  were  killed, ' 
wounded,  and  taken,  273.  Of  thefe  65  were  killed^ 
a lieutenants,  and  above  20  private  men  were’*  taken 
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^rifogefs  ; 'and  Coloacl  Smith, with  another  lieutenant-' 
colonel, and  Cevcral'o-fficcrs  ^Were  wounded.  ' Accerd- 
ihg  to  th'c  provincial  accounts,  which’  gave  the  names^ 
and  -places  of  abode  of  thofe  who  fell  on  their  fide,' 
their  Jofs  in  killed  and  tyounded,  including  thofe  that 
wefe  killed  ill 'the  morning  at  Lexington,  amounted 
only ’to  aboQt -6o,  of  which  near  two-thirds"  were 
killed:  • ■" j-;'  • 

By  the  bed  accounts',  there  were  near  2000  of  the 
belt  troops  in  his  majedy’s  fcfvice,  that  w^ere  at  tiiis 
rime  ftationed  at  Bofton,  employed  in  this  expedition.’ 
The  event  proved  to  ai  demonftration,  how  ill  inform- 
ed ’many  people  at  home  were,  who'affirmed,  that  500 
men  would  force  their  Wa^  through  tlie' whole  conti- 
fient  of  America,  and  the  fight  of  a grenadier  would 
be  fufficient  to  put  the  whole  American  army  to  flight.' 
Such  idle  and  unguarded  afTcrtions,’  even  after  ihl* 
unfoniinate  expedition^  .were  frequently  uttered  by 
the  friends  of  rl|e  geivernmetjt,'  as 'they  called  them- 
felvcs  ; and  the  cowardice  of  the  provincials  was  lliU 
rhfifted  on,  by  perfons  who  either  through'  ignorance 
Or' prejudice,  were  difpofed  to  perfift  in  their  nuftakc. 

After  this  expedition  was  oyer,  each  party  charged 
the  other  wit ii  rfm  moft  -inhuman  ' a^S’^W' cruelty. 
This  has  always  been  common  in  c’lvil  Wars,  and  ou 
ilTch  occafions  it  js  not  eafy  to  ^certain  the  exafi  point 
pTtniTl)pn  cither  fide/-  Sometimes  tlie'worfi;  part  “of 
the  charge  13  too  tiiie,  w'hiclVis  no  argument  In  favour 
of  rhe  purity  of  ^ human  nature. ' 'On  this  occafmn 
both  parties  were  ho  doubt  ready  to  give  llrong  co- 
lourings to  the  epnduft  and  tranfadiiohs  of  each  other, 
and  to  Vxaggefate  their  aftions  aad  their‘'crimiiiafity. 
^’he”co1onifis  were  charged  by' th'^,' king’s  troops 
of  being  guilty  of  the  moil  ' (hocking  barbarity  to  the 
* 'fplcfiers  that  fell  ihta  tKcir  hands  j * whereas,  fome 
• • officer! 
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officers  and  men,  wUo  were  wounded  and  taken 
^ifoners,  gare  public  teftimonials  of  the  humankf 
with  which  they  were  treated.  And  the  proTincial 
commanders  fent  an  offer  to  General  Gage,  to  admit 
his  furgeons  to  come  and  dreis  his  wounded  men. 

' The  coloniffs,  on  the  other,  hand,  charged  the 
troops  with  killing  the  old  and  infirm,  the  noarmed 
and  the  wounded ; with  burning  houfes,  and  plunder- 
Vg  CTery  thing  that  came  kj  the  way.  Cojnfidertng 
the  chara£ier  of  foldiers  in  thefe  modern  times,  this  ia 
not  at  all  unlikely  i for  though  in  our  army  there  are; 
both  officers  and  common  men  that  have  honour  and 
humanity,  yet  there  are  fuch  ^great  number  of  o6ii:ec^ 
that  arr  mere  foldiers  of  fortune,  and  common  mca 
eolle^ed  from  the  dregs  of  mankind,  that  it  is  next  tea 
impoffible  to  reftrain  them  from  evil  when  it  is  in  the 
power  of  their  hands  to  do  It  would  have  heem 
greater  wonder  if  no,  fuclt,  cruelties  had  ImppcQfd* 
than  that  they  (hould  have  fallen  out  in  t^e  timq 
aAion,  when  fuch  a number  of  wicked  people  weeq 
concerned.  But  this  is  more,  to  be  imputed  to^thq 
impoffibility  of  reftraining  bad  men  in  the  time  of  ac.? 
lion,  than,  to  the  intentions  of  government,  or  of  the 
principal  commanders  in  the  army.  There  is  nq 
doubt  that  the  provincials  would  be  ready  to  givp 
ffrong  colourings  to  every  appearance  of  feverity, 
wnich  the  troops  might  proceed  to,  from  the  conlk^- 
ation  that  they  were  in  a ftatc  of  rebellion.  We  ,m»iff 
therefore,  after  examining  all  circumflances,  detey- 
imne  according  to  the  ncaref^degree  of  certainty^  or 
the  higheft  degree  of  probabiluy.  “ 

This  affair  at  Concord  put  the  whole  prov^e  ip 
motion,  and  alfo,  ajafmed  the.  whole  continent  pf 
America.  AU  New-England  was  now  almoll  in  arms  ; 
for  although  a fufficient  nun^r  were,  affembled  to 
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iiiTeft  the  king’s  troopsin  Boflon,  it  was  with  difficulty 
that  thofe  who  were  halUly  marching  from  different 
parts,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  return  to  their  re- 
fpe^Hve  places  of  abode. . Every  road  that  dire^led 
to  Boflon  wascrouded  with  men  in  armour,  marching 
to  the  aHiflance  of  their  friends  in  diflrcfs.  General 
Waflrington,  with  the  Virginia  horfe  and  riflemen, 
were  marching  from  the  fouih,  the  New-Hampfliira 
troops  and  rangers  advancing  by  two  \vays  from  the 
north,  and  thofe  ofConncfticut  and  Rhode-Ifland  w'ere 
polling  from  the  fouth  by  another  way.  Along  with 
thefe  lafl  were  a company  of  artillery,  and  waggons 
with  flores  and  provifions.  The  body  of  militia  af- 
fembled  in  the  province  of  Malfachufett’s-Bay  before 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  the  other  provinces, 
amounted  to  near  20,000,  under  the  command  of  the 
Generals  Ward,  Pribble,  Heath,  Prefcot,  and  Thomas. 
Thefe  gcntlenlcn  were  before  only  colonels,  but  now 
jtfted  in  the  capacity  of  generals;  who,  havingfixed  their 
}iead  quarters  at  Cambridge,  feven  miles  north-weft 
from  Bolton,  formed  a line  of  encampment,  which  on 
the  right  extended  to  Roxbury,  towards  the  fouth  a- 
bout  the  fame  diftance  from  Boflon  as  Cambridge ; on 
the  fouth  weft,  along  the  fide  of  Charles’  River,  oppo- 
site to  Watertown,  about  ten  miles  from  Boflon;  and 
on  the  northj  along  the  fide  of  Myftic  River,  near  to 
the  fame  diftance  from  the  town.  The  diftance  be- 
tween the  points  was  very  near  thirty  miles.  Thefe 
were  joined  by  General  Putnam,  an  old  officer,  who 
bad  acquired  expricnce  and  reputation  in  the  iw'd 
lafl  wars.  He  encamped,  with  a body  of  Connecticut 
forces,  in  fuch  a fituation  as  to  be  ready  to  fupport 
thofe  who  were  before  the  town. 

The  affair  of  Concord  and  Lexington  greatly  ex- 
pired the  indignation  of  the  other  colonies,  and  they 
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prepared  for  war  with  as  much  zeal  as  if  an  enemy  had 
already  appeared  at  their  doors.  It  was  a circumftancc 
- which  gave  Ipirit  to  the  reft  of  the  colonies,  that  the 
militia  of  New-England  had  been  able  to  make  fuch 
a good  defence,  and  in  a mannereven  beat  the  king’s 
troops  ; this  was  reported  and  publiflied  with  great 
exultation,  and  it  mull  be  allowed  that  it  was  an  event 
that  neither  themfelves,  nor  any  others,  expelled  to 
have  fallen  cut  at  that  time.  Thofe  who  fell  in  the 
aflion  were  lamented  with  deep  concern,  and  honour- 
ed not  only  as  patriots,  but  as  martyrs  for  the  caufe  of 
^ liberty,  who  had  nobly  facrificed  their  lives  for  the 
freedom  of  their  country,  and  died  like  heroes  in  that 
great  caufe.  The  cruelties  and  outrages  of  the  king’s 
forces  were  now  painted  in  fuch  a light  at  the  funerals 
of  thofe  who  were  ftaln  in  this  aftion,  that  the  fp^eches 
and  reports  which  were  made,  however  juftly  ornn- 
juftly  founded,  produced  a great  eftefl,  and  enCreafed 
like  a violent  flame  throughout  the  whole  continent. 

The  provincial  congrefs,  which  was  now  removed 
to  Watertown,  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain,  in  which  they  ftatedthe  raoft  material 
particulars  that  related  to  the  engagement  at  Concord, 
and  endeavoured  to  fhew  that  hoftilities  were  firft  be- 
gun by  the  king’s  troops,  and  that  blood  was  firft  (bed 
at  Lexington  by  -the  regular  forces.  TTtey  alfo  com- 
plain of  the  ravages  committed  by  the  troops  in  their 
’ retreat,  and  feem  to  place  much  confidence  in  the 
honour,  wlfdom,  and  valour  of  Britons,  from  which 
they  expeft  their  interference  in  preventing  meafures 
which  they  reprefent  as  equally  ruinons  to  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies.  They  alfo  made  great  pro-j 
felllons  of  their  loyalty,  but  at  the  fame  time  declare, 
that  they  v.  ill  not  tamely  fubmit  to  the  tyranny  of  a 
cruel  miniftry  j and  they  appeal  to  heaven,  that  they 

arc 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  1775.  the  war  IN  AMERICA.  449 

are  determined  to  be  free.  The  provincial  congrefs 
alfo  pafled  a vote  for  marlhalling  and  fupporting  an 
army  ; fixed  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  ioldiers,  and 
publiflied  rules  and  orders  for  its  regulation  and  go- 
vernmeijt.  For  this  purpofe  they  pafled  a vote  for 
iffiiing  a confiderable  iura  in  paper  currency,  which  , 
was  to  be  received  in  all  cafes  as  money,  and  the  faith 
of  the  province  pledged  for  its  payment ; this  was  ap- 
jx>inted  for  the  payment  of  the  troops.  The  term  for  * 
which  they  were  chofen  was  to  expire  on  the  loth 
of  May,  fo  they  gave  notice  for  a new  elefiJon  for 
members  to  the  next  congrefs,  which  was  to  meet  on 
the  31ft  of  that  month,  at  the  fame  place,  and  to  be 
continued  for  fix  months  and  no  longer.  They  alfo 
pafled  a vote,  declaring  General  Gage  utterly  difquali- 
fied  and  incapable  of  ferving  the  colony  as  governor, 
or  in  any  other  capacity,  and  that  in  future  no  obedi- 
ence was  due  to  him  ; but  on  the  contrary,  that  he 
ought  to  be  guarded  againft,  andeonfidered  as  a moll 
inveterate  enemy  to  the  country. 

As  one  thing  generally  brings  on  another,  and  the 
colifion  of  parties,  for  the  moll  part,  breaks  in  the 
end  into  outrage,  the  op]>oCtion  to  government  at  la(h 
ilTued  in  feiaing  the  revenues  and  magazines  that  be- 
longed to  the  king.  In  New-Jerfey  they  fei/ed  the 
yeafury,  and  applied  it  againft  government,  and  for 
the  purpofe  of  their  own  defence.  There  was  at  this 
lime  a confiderable  fum  of  money  in  Jerfey  for  the 
purpofes  of  government,  which  was  now  aj'propriaicd 
for  paying  the  new  levies  which  were  carrying  on  for 
the  defence  of  the  colonies.  At  the  fame  time  with- 
out confultingwiihone  another,  a flop  was  madealmoft 
every  where  to  the  exportation  of  provifons; 
and  in  fome  places  all  kind  of  exportation  was  i’ppt 
(111  the  fentiments  of  the  genera!  congrefs  was  taken 
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concerning  that  fiibjeft.  Lord  North’s  conciliatory 
plan,  or  the  refoUition  founded  upon  it,  was  totally 
rejefted  by  the  alTembly  of  Philadelphia  and  New- 
Jerfey ; nor  was  it  regarded  or  received  in  any- 
place. ■ 

"While  things  were  going  on  in  this  manner,  the 
governor  and  forces  in  Bofton,  as  alfo  the  inhabi- 
tants, continued  clofely  blocked  up  by  land^  and  being 
Ihut  out  from  provifions  and'  vegetables,  which 
could  eafily  have  been  afforded  from  the  neighbour- 
ing counties, "they  began  to  feel  and  experience  a 
real  diftrefs.  ‘ The  inhabitants  were  in  the  fame  fitiia- 
tion  with  the  forces,  and  had  no  other  refources  for 
fubfifteuce  j this  made  the  provincials  watch  the  more 
carefully  to  keep  out  any  fupply,  thinking  the  foldiers 
would  fuffer  the  inhabitants  to  depart  for  fear  of  an 
abfolute  famine ; or  at  leafl  that  the  w’oman  and  chil- 
dren would  l>e  fuffered  to  depart,  which  was  repeat.* 
cdly  required  and  applied  for.  There  is  foihe  reafon 
to  imagine  that  the  governor  confidered  the  inhabi- 
tants as  neceffary'hoftages  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town 
at  Icaft,  if  not  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops.  This  had 
as  much  the  appearance  of  cowardice  as  any  thing 
that  appeared  in'  the  conduft  of  the  provincials  ; for 
it  argued  that  they  were  afraid  cither  to  fight  the  co- 
lonies in  the  open  field,  or  to  defend  the  town  againft 
their  force.  To  keep  women,  old  men,  and  children 
confined  for  a fecurity  for  their  own  fafety,'  argued 
that  they  were  either  afraid  to  fight,  or  believed  they 
were  not  able  to  conquer  the  force  that  was  before 
the  town.  It  had  often  been  aflerted  at  home,  that 
a few  regular  troops  ■w'ould  go  through ‘all  America, 
but  now  a genera!,  with  a number  of  the  beft  troops 
in  the  fervice,  was  cooped  up  in  a town,  and  durff  not 
CY«n  flay  in  it  without  old  women, men,  and  childrenj 
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to  guard  them.  Tlii.s  had  a very  bad  appearance,  and 
gave  confederate  people  rcafon  to  conclude  that  the 
minillry  were  greatly  mirtaken  in  their  couie<fUires. 

The  general  at  laft  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  towns-pcoplc,  that  if  they  would  deliver  up  their 
arms,  they  fl';ould  have  liberty  to  go  wlicrecheyplcafed, 
and  carry  their  elTefts  where  they  had  a miud.  Tliis 
they  accordingly  did;  but  to  their  amazement  and 
furprize,  the  governor  refufed  to  fulfil  the  conditions 
on  his  fide.  This  was  matter  of  great  complaint  a- 
gainft  General  Gage  ; and  it  mud  be  allowed,  that  it 
favoured  both  of  cowardice  and  diflionefty ; for  though 
he  hadftripped  the  towns-pcopie  of  all  their  weapons 
of  defence  by  means  of  treachery,  he  durll  not  (lay 
in  it  without  them,  for  fear  of  the  force  that  lay  en- 
camped in  the  neighbourhood.  Many,  however,  were 
fuffered  afterwards  to  quit  the  town  at  different  times, 
but  they  were  obliged  to  leave  all  their  effefts  behind 
them ; lb  that  thofe  who  had  hitherto  lived  in  aflluencc, 
were  at  once  reduced  to  extreme  indigence  and  mifery. 
The  general  congrefs  complained  loudly  of  this  con- 
duft  of  the  general,  and  ranked  the  fufferings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Boflon  among  the  moft  grievous  and  the 
•mod  bitter  of  their  complaints.  They  faid  that  paff- 
ports  were  granted  in  fuch  a manner  that  families  were 
broken,  and  the  neared  conne»Ttions  feparated  ; part 
being  compelled  to  leave  the  to  wn,  and  part  retained 
againft  their  will.  This  was  very  diihonuurablc  to 
General  Gage,  and  one  could  wilh  that  it  had  never 
happened  ; but  as  it  was  pofirively  affirmed  by  the  pro- 
yincials,  and  never  contradicted,  the  truth  of  hiilory 
requires  it  to  be  fairly  ffated.  The  poor  and  the. 
helplefs  wece  all  fent  our.  It  is  poflihle  that  the  idea|^ 
which  General  Gage  had  of  the  Americans  being 
rebels,  made  hira  conclude  that  they  v.  cre  a political 
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fort  of  heretics,  with  whom  no  faith  was  to  be  kept, 
which  made  him  break  his  proraife  in  fuch  a fiagrant 
manner  : It  is  certain  that  no  man  who  believed  that 
promifes  are  facred  would  have  fo  palpably  violated 
a voluntary  coniraft,  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  have 
performed  it. 

The  continental  congrefs  alTembled  on  the  loih  of 
May  at  Philadelphia,  and  loon  adopted  fuch  meafurcs 
as  eftabliihed  the  people  in  their  conduft  and  refolu- 
lion.  One  of  their  a£ls  was  for  railing  an  army,  and 
eftablifhing  a large  paper  currency  for  its  payment ; 
the  fecurity  of  the  United  Colonies, 'Which  tide  they 
now  affuined,  was  given  for  realizing  the  nominal 
value  of  this  currency.  They  alfo  prohilnteti  the  fup- 
plying  the  Britilh  fiiheries  with  any  kind  of  provifions; 
and  to  enforce  this  prohibition  the  more  cffcftually,ihcy 
ftopt  all  exportation  to  thefc  colonies  and  iflands  which 
, ftill  remained  in  their  obedience  to  Great  Britain. 
This  was  a home  Itroke  which  the  miniilry  and  people 
' in  the  mother  conntry  were  not  thinking  upon;  it  was 
umeafure  they  never  apprehended  the  colonilts  would 
have  fallen  upon  in  their  then  htuation.  It  greatly 
diftreffed  the  people  of  Newfoundland,  and  all  thofc 
who  were  employed  in  the  fiOieries ; . infomuch,  that 
to  prevent  an  abfolute  famine,  feveral  fliips  were  ob^ 
liged  to  return  light  from  that  flation,  to  carry  out 
cargoes  of  provifions  from  Ireland.  When  the  tidings 
of  this  rcfolucion  came  to  Britain,  it  was  confideretl 
as  a mere  chimera,  and  it  was  faid  that  the  colonilts 
would  not  continue  in  this  refohuion,  becaufe  it  would 
greatly  injure  thenifclves;  but  thefe  perfons  after 
wards  found  a fteadinefs  in  the  refolutions  of  the  colo- 
pilts,  whicli  they  never  expefred  would  have  happen- 
ed. The  miniftry  at  home  fecra  to  have  been  either 
HI  informed  concerning  the  temper,  of  the  colonifts, 
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or  'B  illing  to  be  deceived;  for  nothing  fell  out  accord- 
ing to  their  profefled  hopes  and  expectations.  In 
the  progrefs  of  future  events  in  this  conteft,  they  al- 
ways found  themfelves  difappointed. 

The  city  and  province  of  New  York,  from  which 
government  had  the  greateft  hopes,  on  account  of 
their  former  refolutions,  upon  receiving  the  news  of 
the  action  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  began  to  depart 
from  their  moderation,  and  feemed  to  have  received 
a liberal  portion  of  the  common  temper  and  fpirit  that 
operated  in  the  other  colonies.  A moll  numerous 
aiTociatioD  'was  formed,  and  a provincial  congrefs  was 
chofen.  The  fituation  of  this  city  and  province  was 
at  this  time  very  critical ; forfome  regiments  of  troops 
were  expected  from  Ireland,  and  as  Ne'w  York  is  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fea,it  was  not  probable  that  it  would  be 
able  to  abide  an  attack.  However  a body  of  men 
from  Connecticut  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  city, avowedly  for  its  protection,  and  with  an  in- 
tention  to  fuppart  the  difpofition  of  the  people.  But 
as  there  were  fufpicions  of  the  infufficiency  of  this 
force  in  cafe  of  an  attack  by  fea,  they  applied  to  the 
general  congrefs  for  advice  how  to  behave  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  troops.  The  congrefs,  with  a prudeace 
which  would  in  fome  alTcmblies  have  been  accounted 
■great  wifdora  and  fagacity,  advifed  them  for  the  pre- 
I'ent  to  aCt  defenfively  with  refpeCt  to  the  troops,,  as 
far  as  it  could  be  done  confidently  with  their  own  fc- 
curity  and  fafety ; — to  permit  them  to  occupy  the  bar- 
racks, fo  long  as  they  behaved  quietly  and  peaceably, 
but  not  to  fuffer  them  to  ereCl  any  fortifications,  or 
in  any  manner  to  cut  oft'  the  communication  between 
the  city  and  the  country.  If  they  attempted  hoftilities 
tlicy  ftiould  defend  themfelves,  »and  repel  force  by 
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force;  They-  alfo  adv'fcdthem  to  provide  for  the  word; 
that  might  happen,  by  fecuring  places  of  retreat  for 
the  women  and  children  ; by  removing  the  arms  and 
ammunition  from  the  magazines ; and  by  keeping  a fuf- 
ficient  number  of  men  embodied  for  the  proteftion  of 
the  inhabitants  in  geherai.’  The  departure  of  fuch  a 
number  of  helplefs  objefts.from  the  places  of  their 
habitation,  was  a very  alleging  fight,  ^nd  an  unufual 
fpefhicle.  That  once  flourilhing  and  trading  city  was 
now  almofl:  become  a wildernefs.  Jt  was,  by  its  owil 
inhabitants  devoted  to  the  flames..  It  was  one  happy 
circumftancefor  New-Yofk,  that  the  troops  were  more 
wanted  at  Boilon,  and  did  not  at  this  time  land  at 
that  place.  It  was  probably'  not  in  the  favour  of 
government  that  the  troops'  did  not  arrive  at  New- 
York  at  this  time;  for  it  both  gave  the  town  and  the 
province  time  to  form,  and  to  confirm  their  refolutions,' 
and  to  drink  more  deep  in  the  fame  fources  of  difafifec- 
lion  with  the  red  of  the  colonies.  . 

While  Bofton  was  in  the  poflelTion  of  the  king’s 
troops,  and  furroUnded  with  the  provincial  armies,” 
a few  private  adventurers  attempted  an  enterprizc 
which  was  aflonilhing  to  all  Europe.  Some  perfons 
belonging  to  the  back  parts  of  Conneflicur,  MalTa- 
chufetts,  and  New- York,  undertook  at  their  o.wn 
rHk,  and  without  any  public  command  or  authority,’ 
or  without  communicating  their  defigns,  an  expedi- 
tion of  the  utmoll  importance,  which  not  only  in  its 
confequcnce  moll  materially  affefted  the  intereft  of 
government  in  the  colonics, but  brought  the  queftion 
to  a point  of  critical  nicety,  wlVether  Britain  fliould 
have  a finglc  poifclTion  left  in  all  North  America. 
This  was  the  furprizing  of  Ticonderago,  Crown- 
Point,  and  other  Ruts  fituared  on  the  Great  Lakes,' 
and  which  oommaiided  the  pafles  between  the  Britiftr 
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tolonles  aad  Canada.  Some  of  thofe  who  had  formed 
this  defign,  and  were  fet  out  upon  this  expedition 
with  the  jgreateft  fecrecy,  met  others  upon  their  march, 
who,  without  any  pretious  concen,  were  fet  out  upon 
the  fame  defign,  and  embarked  in  the  fame  projeA. 
Thefe  adventurers,  amounting  to  240  men  of  Colonel 
Gallon  and  Colpnel  Ethan  Allan’s,  with  great  perfe- 
yerance  and  addrefs  furprized  the  finall  garrifons  of 
Ticonderago  and  Crown-Point.  They  took  thefe  two 
fortifications  without  the  lofs  of  a fingle  man  on  either 
fide.  In  thefe  forts  they  found  a confiderable  quan- 
tity of  artilleryi  amounting,  as  was  reported,  to  200 
pieces  of  cannon,  befides  fome  mortars^  howitzers, 
and  quantities  of  other  ftores  j they  alfo  took  two  vef- 
fels,  which  gave  them  the  command  of  Lake  Champ- 
lain, and  materials  provided  at  Ticonderago  for  the 
building  and  equipping  othersi  This  was  as  daring  an 
aft  of  intrepidity  as  had  been  known  for  a long  time, 
and  Ihewed  that  the  colonifls  were  now  in  earneft 
in  their  oppofition;  ^uch  an  enterprize  performed 
by  Britifli  forces,  would  have  been  accounted  an  aft 
heroifm,  and  was  no  lefs  a bold  aftion  when  per- 
formed by  thofe  provincials; 

While  thefe  things  were  tranfafting,  the  Generals 
Howe,  Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  arrived  at  Bofton  from 
England,  together  with  a reinforcement  of  marines, 
and  draughts  from  other  regiments,  to  fupply  the 
vacancies  that  were  in  the  troops  at  Bolton.  Several 
regiments  from  Ireland  foOn  followed  thefe,  fo  that, 
the  forces  at  Bolton,  with  refpeft  to  number,  the 
goodnefs  of  the  troops,  and  the  charafter  of  the  com-; 
manding  officers,  were  become  very  refpeftable,  and 
it  was  now  thought  that  matters  could  not  remain 
long  in  the  fituatioa  they  were  then  in.  No  rcmark- 
M m m able 
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able  achievements  had  for  fomc  time  bcrii  performed 
on  either  fide ; the  blockade  was  continued,  but  no- 
thing material  attempted,  excqit  fbmc  fraah/kinnifhes 
for  provifions,  which  happened  in  the  iflands  which 
lye  in  the  bay,i  n which  the  king’s  troops  'were  worft- 
ed.  In  the  laft  IkirmKh  which  happened  at  Noddlc- 
ifland,  a finall  ifiand  which  lies  caft  from  Bofton,  they 
deflroyed  a fehooner  belonging  to  government, 
which  had  been  left  by  tlic  tide,  in  f^fitc  of  all  oppo- 
fition. 

Matters  continued  ItiH  in  the  fame  finration  at  Bollon, 
notwithfianding  of  the  new  generals,  and  rein- 
forcement of  frefh  troops.  Both  parties  appear  to 
have  been  doubtful  of  the  event  of  an  engagement, 
and  rndtillrioufly  avoided  coming ‘to  aftionas  long  as 
they  could.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  provincials 
would  have  made  an  attempt  to  ftorra  the  town,  im- 
mediately after  the  affair  of  Lexington,  had  not  they 
been  determined  to  fpare  it  for  the  fake  of  tbeiV 
friends  who  were  in  It ; this  prevailed  over  every  other 
confidcration.  It  muft  be  granted,  that  from  the  num- 
ber of  Ihips  of  war  which  almofl  furrounded  the  penin- 
fula,  as  well  as  the  roll  artillery  by  isdiich  it  was  pro- 
tfefted,  and  the  goodnefs  bf  the  troops,  that  fneh  aa 
attempt  would  have  been  attended  with  great  danger 
and  difficulty,  and  that  the  definition  of  the  town  muft 
have  been  the  certain  confequence.  There  were  o- 
ther  canfes  that  openited  on  this  occafion,  in  deter- 
mining the  provincials  not  to  attack  the  town.  A re- 
pulfe,  or  even  'a  vitory%  auended  with  much  blood- 
(hed  in  fo  arduous  a firnggle,  might  have  been  at- 
tended with  fatal  confequences.  The  people  were 
not  yet  accufiomed  to  warj  their  fituaiion  was  new 
and  cridcj .. ; tlicy  were  entering  into  a cohtefi  of  a 
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fingular  nature,  untried,  unthouglu  of,  and  unnatural; 
loaded  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences,  without  a 
precedent  to  dire^them,  or  experience  to  guide  them : 
nor  had  they  as  yet  given  up  all  hopes  of  an  accommo- 
dation. T^y  were  therefore  afraid  that  thofe  who 
were  not  fully  cftabliftied  in  their  principles  of  oppo- 
fjtioB,  would  totally  condemn  any  violent  meafures 
which  might  exclude  them  from  fuch  a defirable  event. 
In  this  (late  of  anxious  hope  and  fear  much- 
caution  was  necelTary  to  be  ufcd,  left  any  unfuccefsful 
event  might  fuddenly  damp  the  fpirit  and  ardour  of 
the  people,  ftagger  their  refolution,  and  dilTolvc  their 
confederacy. 

The  continental  congrefs  upon  the  8 th  of  June, 
refolved  that  the  corapaft  between  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  people  of  MalTachqfetis  Bay  was  diflblv-. 
ed,  by  the  violation  of  the  charter  of  Wiliiam  and 
Mary ; and  recommended’to  the  people  of  that  pro- 
vince,toproceedtoihe  cftablilhment  of  a new  govern- 
ment, by  the  electing  a governor  and  alTiftants,  ac- 
cording to  the  powers  contained  in  the  original  char- 
ter. They  palTed  another  refolution,  that  no  bill  of 
exchange,  draught,  or  order,  of  any  officer  in  the 
army  or  navy,  their  agents  or  contraftors,  fliould  be 
received  or  ncgociated,  or  any  money  fupplied  to  them 
by  jny  perfon ; and  prohibited  the  fupplying  of  the 
army  or  navy,  or  ffiips  employed  in  the  tranfi>ort  (er- 
vicc,  with  provifions  or  neceffaries  of  any  kind. 
They  at  the  fame  time  created  a general  poft-officc  at 
Philadelphia,  which  extended  through  the  United 
Colonies ; and  fome  time  after  placed  Dr  Eranklin, 
who  had  been  difgraced  and  removed  from  that  office 
by  government,  at  tlve  liead  thereof.  The  congrefs 
hud  now,  under  the  loft  idea  of  recomm*'  ndation  and 
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advice,  alTumcd  the  power  of  a fupremc  govern: 
ment. 

General  Gage,  nearly  about  the  fame  time,  ifliied 
a proclamation,  in  which  was  offered,  in  the  king’s 
name,  a free  pardon  to  all  thpfe  who  fhould  forthwith 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  refpeftive  oc- 
cupations and  peaceable  duties,  excepting  only  from 
the  benefit  of  the  pardon,  Samuel  Adams,  and  Joha 
Hancock,  whofc  offences  were  confidered  to  be  fo  a- 
trocious  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  fprgivenefs. 

All  fuch  as  did  not  accept  of  this  offered  mercy,  or 
who  fhould  proteft,  aflift,  conceal,  or  correfppnd  with  I 

them,  were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors.  It  I 

was  alfo  declared,  that  as  a flop  was  put  to  the  I 

due  courfe  of  law  and  juftice,  that  the  martial  law  | 

fhould  take  place  till  the  laws  were  reftored  to  their 
former  courfe,  and  juflice  executed  in  its  ufual  chan- 
nel. This  proclamation  produced  po  effefl.  Mr  , 

Hancock  was  chofen  prefident  of  the  congrefs  at  the  \ 

very  feafon  that  this  proclamation  w'as  intended  to 
operate.  Such  a proclamation  at  this  time  was  con- 
fidered  as  a preliminary  to  immediate  aftion  ; accord- 
ingly,  from  this  time  both  parties  held  themfelvcs  in  i 

readinefs  for  it.  The  poft  of  Charleftown  had  been  1 

neglefted  by  both  parties,  though  it  was  a poft  of  •! 

much  confequence  ; for  by  having  the  command  of 
the  rock  which  joins  the  pcninfula  to  the  continent, 
thofe  tha;  are  in  poffeflion  thereof,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  flop  the  paffages  to  the  north  and  north-weft, 
and  to  prevent  the  communication  between  Bofton, 
the  weft  parts  of  Malfachufett’s-Bay,  New  Hamplhire, 
and  the  other  parts  towards  the  weft  and  north-weft. 

The  neck  of  the  peninfula  is  not  much  above  half  a 
mile  in  breadth,  and  by  being  properly  fortified,  may 
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command  Charles’  river  on  the  fouth,  and  My  flic  rvcr 
on  the  north,  and  interrupt  the  comm*  nicannn  be- 
tween Bofton  and  thofe  parts  of  the  Bay  on  both 
fides,  in  a great  meafure.  It  would  have  been  an 
,cafy  matter  for  the  king’s  forces,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  river,  to  have  fortified  this  neck,  and 
rendered  it  exceedingly  ferviccable  to  them.  T dey 
fjound  afterwards  their  miftakc  in  neg'-’rlin^.,  it.  1 he 
provincials  confidered  it  of  fervice  for  them,  whether 
they  Ihould  chufe  to  aft  on  the  defenfive  or  oiTenfive. 
There  is  a rifing  ground,  called  BurJcer-fiill,  juft 
within  the  neck,  that  joins  the  peninfula  to  the  con- 
tinent. This  neck  is  very  like  that  on  which  B6f- 
ton  Hands ; except  the  ifthmus  is  confiderahly  wider, 
and  Bunker-hill  higher  than  any  hill  in  the  other. 
The  towns  are  only  feparated  by  Charles’ river, which, 
in  that  part,  is  only  about  the  breadth  of  the  rharae* 
between  London  and  Southwark ; fothat  Charleitown 
feemed  to  hold  the  fame  conneftion  with  Bofion, 
that  the  Borough  docs  w'ith  London.  Weft  from 
Bunker-hill  lies  another  rifing  ground  called  Wintef- 
hill,  and  on  the  right  hand,  at  a fmall  diftance,  ano- 
ther called  Profpeft-hill ; all  thefe  being  contigious, 
were  advantageous  ports,  and  were  by  this  ftep  in  the 
poffeflion  of  the  provincials. 

The  party  that  was  fent  in  the  night  to  fortify 
Bunker-hill,  carried  on  their  work  with  fo  much  fccrc- 
cy  and  expedition,  thatthough  the  peninfula  was  fur- 
rounded  with  (hips  of  war  and  fpy  boats,  they  were 
not  heard  during  the  night,  and  fuch  extraordinary 
difpatch  had  they  ufed,  that  in  the  morning  by  day- 
break, they  had  a fmall  redoubt,  confiderablc  en- 
trenchments, and  a breaft-w’ork,  that  in  fome  parts 
^as  cannon  proof,  very  near  compleated.  The  fight 
• ' of 
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of  thcfc  worTcs  was  the  firft  notice  that  alarmed  the 
Lively  man  of  war  in  the  morning,  and  her  guns  cal- 
led the  town,  camp,  and  fleet  to  behold  a fight  which 
appeared  little  lefs  than  a prodigy.  A heavy  and 
continued  fire  of  cannon,  howitzers,  and  mortars,  was 
now  earned  on  upon  the  works,  from  the  (hips, 
floating  batteries,  and  from  the  top  of  Cop’s-hill  in 
Boflem.  Such  an  inceflant  and  prodigious  roar  of  ar< 
cillery,  would  have  been  a trial  to  the  courage  and 
firmncls  of  theoldeftfoldiers,  and  rauft  have  undoubt- 
edly greatly  interrupted  thefinifliing  of  the  works  ; it 
was  however  (aid,  that  the  provincials  bore  this  fevere 
fire  with  wonderful  firranefs,  and  feemed  to  go  on 
with  their  bufinefs  as  if  no  enemy  had  been  near,  nor 
any  danger  in  the  fervnee.  General  Gage  now  per- 
ceived that  the  provincials  were  not  to  be  frighted 
merely  with  the  found  of  cannons  and  mortars,  and 
that  forae  more  effeftut\l  method  behoved  to  be  ufed 
to  make  them  give  over  their  undertaking.  About 
noon,  June  2 1 fl,  tlte  fame  day  that  the  works  were  be- 
gun, and  brought  to  the  condition  that  has  been  raen^ 
tioned,  he  ordered  a confiderabic  body  of  troops  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Howe,  and  Brigadier 
Pigot,  to  drive  the  provincials  from  their  works.  This 
detachment  confifted  of  10  companies  of  grenadiers, 
as  many  of  light  iiifaiury,  and  the  5th,  3Sth,  43d,  5 1 fl, 
and  52d  battalions,  with  a fuitable  artillery,  landed 
and  drawn  up  without  oppofition  from  the  (hi{)S  of 
war.  The  two  generals  found  the  enemy  fo  advan- 
tagioufly  polled,  and  in  fuch  a pofture  of  defence, 
that  they  thought  it  neceffary  to  fend  back  for  a rein- 
forcement before  they  began  tl>e  attack.  They  were 
accordingly  joined  with  (bine  companies  of  light-in- 
fantry and  grenadiers,  by  the  47  th regiment,  and  by  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  1775.  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  461 

1 ft  battalion  of  marines,  amounting  in  the  whole,  as 
rq?rcfented  by  Gen.  Gage’s  letter,  to  fomething  more 
than  2000  men. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  a heavy  dHcharge  of  can- 
non and  howitzers,  under  which  the  troops  advanced 
in  a flow  march  towards  the  enemy,  and  halted  feveral 
times  to  afford  time  for  the  artillery  to  deftroy  the 
.works,  and  to  throw  the  provincials  into  confufion. 
But  this  did  not  happen  according  to  their  expefta- 
tions;  for  the  enemy  remained  fteady,  and  the  troops^ 
were  unufiially  ftaggered  in  this  attack.  The  provin- 
cials threw  fome  men  into  the  houfes  of  Charleftown, 
wiiich  covered  their  right  flank,’ by  w'hich  means’ 
General  Pigot,  who  commanded  the  left  wing,  and 
wlio  behaved  with  great  bravery  and  firmnefs,  was  at 
once  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  lines,  and  to  that  from 
the  houfes.  In  this  attack  Charleftown  was  fet  on 
fire,  and  burnt  to  allies.  It  remains  a point  yet  un-^ 
determined  how  and  by  whom  this  towm  wasfet  on' 
fire ; whether  by  bombs  from  the  Ihips,  or  by  the 
troops.  It  k moft  probable  that  the  troops  fet  it  on ' 
fire,  for  their  own  defence  againft  the  attack  that  was 
made  from  the  houfes,  and  with  a defign  to  diflodge 
the  provincials  that  were  in  it.  Whatever  way  it 
happened,  that  6ne  town,  confiding  of  400  houfes, 
was  reduced  to  aflics.  The  provincials  were  ftill  un- 
moved, notwithftanding  the  conthiual  fire  of  Imall 
arms  and  artillery.  They  behaved  like  veterans,  and 
troops  of  the  greateft  experience.  All  this,  while 
they  did  not  return  a fingle  fliot,  until  the  king’s 
forces  had  almoft  approached  their  w'orks,  when  a 
dreadful  fire  took  place,  by  which  a number  of  brave 
Britifti  officers  fell.  Some  officers  who  had  ferved  in 
the  moft  diftinguilhed  anions  in  the  laft  war,  declared, 
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that  this  action,  for  the  time  it  lafled,  was  the  hoiteft 
engagement  (hey  ever  faw.  It  is  no  wonder,  if  imdcr 
fo  heavy  and  deftruftive  a fire,  our  troops  Were  thrown 
into  dHbrder.  It  was  reported  that  General  Howe 
was  for  a few  feconds  left  almoft  alone  ; and  it  is  cer- 
tain that  moft  of  the  officers  that  were  near  his  perfon 
were  either  killed  or  wounded.  He  deferves  tlic 

• I 

greateft  praife  for  his  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  on  this: 
occafion  ; he  fully  difcoverec^,  that  folid  and  rational 
courage  that  has  appeared  fo  confpicuous  in  the  fami- 
ly of  the  Howes.  General  Clinton,  who  at  this  time 
had  juft  arrived  from  Bofton,  during  the  tini'e  of  the 
engagement,  is  faid  to  have  rallied  the  troops,  and  led 
them  on  again  to  charge  the  enemy.-  After  a moft 
dre  adful  carnage,  they  attacked  the  works  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  diflodged  the  provincials.  This  would 
have  been  a work  of  much  more  flaughter,  provided' 
the  colonifts  had  been  fufficiently  provided  with  bay- 
oii'ets  ;■  for  though  many  of  them  had  nc  bayonets,’  ^ 
and  their  ammunition  was  expended,  they  fought 
derperatefy  within  the  works,  and  were  with  difficulty 
drove  from  them.  They,  however,  retreated  over 
Charieftown  neck,  which  was  enfiladed  by  the  guns 
of  the  Glafgow  man  of  war,  and  of  two  floating  bat-  j 

teries.  Thefe  did  but  fmall  execution,  though  the  : 

dread  of  it  had  prevented  fome  regiments,  who  were 
ordered  to  fupport  that  poll  from  fulfilling  their  duty.; 

The  battle  of  Btinker’s-hill  was  one  of  the  moft  I 
bloodyaftionsthathashappenedthislongtime,in  which 
there  were  more  Britilh  officers  killed  and  wounded, 
according  to  the  proportion  of  the  number  engaged,' 
than  were  in  any  engagement  laft  war.  According  to 
the  public  accounts,  publilhedby  authority,  the  whole 
k>fs  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  1 054,  of  whom 

22^' 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


A.  D.  ,775.  . THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  ^ 

226  were  killed ; of  thefe  1 9 were  coramtirioned  offi- 
cers,  including  a lieutenant-colonel,  2 majors , and  7 
captains  ; 70  other  officers  were  wounded.  Among 
thofe  who  were  moft  lamented  on  this  occafion  were 
lieutenant-colonel  Abercroraby,  and  Major  Pitcairne 
of  the  marines.  1 he  majors,  WilliamsandSpendlove, 
the  laft  of  which  died  of  his  wounds  fome  time  after 
the  aftion,  haddifiinguiflied  themfelvesin  fuch  a man- 
ner as  to  make  their  lofs  more  fenlibly  felt.  The 
king  s troops  behaved  with  much  bravery,  as  was  ma- 
nifellby  the  event;  for  there  was  fcarce  a Angle  offi- 
cer who  had  not  an  opportunity  ofAgnalizing  himfelf, 
and  the  generals  and  field  officers  ufed  the  moft  extra- 
ordinary eftbrts.  All  thefe  things  concur  to  fliewthe 
dangerous  and  difficult  fervice  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. The  battle  of  Quebec  in  the  laft  war,  with 
all  the  glory  and  vaft  confequences  that  attended  it, 
was  not  fo  deftruftive  to  our  officers  as  this  entrench- 
ment, thrown  up  in  a few  hours.  It  was  a matter  of 
grievous  refleftion,  that  fuch  brave  men,  many  of 
whom  had  contributed  to  exalt  the  dignity  of  their 
country  in  fubduing  her  enemies  and  enlarging  her 
territories,  ftiould  have  fallen  in  fupporting  a power 
that  was  feeking  to  enflave  and  ruin  the  Britilh  era’- 
pire.  Thefe  brave  Britifti  officers  found  to  their  fad 
experience  what  wonderful  exertions  the  fpirit  of  li- 
berty will  produce  even  in  unexperienced  and  ratir 
troops.  The  provincials,  who  had  been  rated  as  cow- 
ards and  poltroons  in  the  minifterial  vocabulary,  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  powerful  fpirit  of  liberty 
fhewed  inftances  of  wifdom,  courage  and  intrepidity, 
that  would  not  have  difgraced  troops  of  more  experi- 
ence and  reputation.  The  confequences  of  this  action 
irere  of  more  advantage  to  thofe  that  were  fuppofed 
N n n to 
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tobe  vanquilhed,  than  to  the  conquerors;  for  the 
provincials  began  to  find  'that  they  could  face  the 
king’s  troops  and  alfo  to  make  fome  imprelEon  uport 
them ; and  they  alfo  difeovered,  that  they  could  re- 
treat without  being  purfued  by  the  king’s  troops, 
which  had  confirmed  them  in  the  opinion  that  their 
enemies  had  fuffered  feverely.  What  was  the  lofs  on 
the  fide  ol  the  provincials  could  not  be  learned  by  our 
troops ; for  unlefs  30  wounded  men  which  were  left 
on  the  field,  the  Britilh  forces  took  no  pri/oners.  Ac- 
cording to,the  account  publilhed  by  the  congrefs  of 
the  province,  their  lofs  was  comparatively  fmall,  a- 
mouniing  to  about  450  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing. 
They  affirm  that  on  our  fide  the  flaughter  was  much 
more  confiderable ; but  of  this  our  accounts  laid  no- 
thing. It  was  affirmed  that  the  provincials  buried  a . 
great  number  of  their  dead  in  the  time  of  their  en- 
gagement; bat  this  is  an  extraordinary  circumftance, 
which  does  not  appear  very  credible;  or  if  it.  was 
true,  it  fliews  that  they  had  plenty  of  time,  and  were 
not  hardly  charged  by  our  troops. 

The  perfou  among  the  provincials  that  was  moft 
lamented,  who  was  flam  in  this  aftion,  was  Doctor 
Warren,  who  afted  as  a major-general  and  comman- 
der on  this  occafion ; he  was  killed  fighting  bravely  at 
the  head  of  his  troops,  in  a little  redoubt  to  the  riglit 
of  the  lines.  This  gentleman,  who  was  generally  e- 
lleemed  for  his  merits,  eloquence,  and  other  abilities, 
had  been  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  firft  general  con- 
grefs, and  was  at  this  time  prefident  of  the  provincial 
congrefs.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  an  eminent  phyfi- 
cian,  and  a perfon  of  an  amiable  charafter.  When  he 
faw  his  country  going  to  be  enflaved,  as  he  judged,  he 
fired  with  indignation  at  the  thought,  and  broke  thro*^ 

all 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  I77^  THE  WARIN  AMERICA.  4<5 

all  the  endearing  ties  of  family  fatisfa£fion,  and  de- 
voted himfelf  to  the  public  fervicc  of  the  community, 
and  fell  gallantly  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  liberty. 
— They  loft  fome  other  officers  of  charaftcr,  one  of 
whom,  a lieutenant-colonel,  died  of  his  wounds,  in 
the  prifon  of  Bgfton. 

It  is  not  cafy  to  fettle  the  different  claims  of  parties, 
with  refpeft  to  this  a£Hon.  Each  fide  claimed  much  ho- 
nour to  themfelvcs.  The  king’s  troops  faid  the  defeat- 
ed three  times  their  own  number,  out  of  a ftrong  foni- 
fied  poft,  and  under  many  difadrantages.  On  the  o- 
ther  fide,  they  reprefented  the  regulars  as  amounting 
to  3000  men,  and  rated  themfelves  at  the  number  of 
only  1 500 and  affirmed  that  this  final!  body  not  only 
withftood  their  attack,  and  repeatedly  repulfed  them 
with  great  lofs,  notwithftanding  the  powerful  artille- 
ry they  had  brought  with  them,  but  that  they  had  at 
the  fame  time,  and  for  federal  hours,  fuftained  a mod 
fcvereand  intolerable  fire  from  the  fliips,  floating  bat- 
teries, and  fixed  battery  at  Bofton,  which  prevented 
them  from  being  able  to  finifli  their  works.  In  ca- 
fes of  this  fort,  great  allowances  muft  be  made  for 
the  prejudice  of  parties ; for  it  is  very  common  for 
each  fide  of  a queftion  to  fay  the  moft  favourable 
things  of  themfelves  that  they  can.  The  number  of 
the  provincials  were  perhaps  neither  fo  many  as  our 
accounts  fet  them  forth,  nor  fo  few  as  they  themfelves 
pretended.  It  is  however  manifeft  that  the  colonifts 
were  not  caften  down  nor  difpirited  by  this  defeat; 
and  it  appears  that  they  both  had  fome  judgment  of 
the  power  of  our  troops,  and  of  their  'own  ftrength. 
It  is  highly  probable  that  our  troops  on  this  occafion, 
though  they  pretended  to  defpife  the  provincials,  as 
inferior  to  them  in  courage  and  military  difeipline, 
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received  fuch  an  impreflion  of  what  they  would  and 
could  do,  which  made  them  more  cautious  afterwards. 
Had  fome  of  our  boafting  heroes  at  home  been  in 
the  fituaiion  of  General  Howe  and  his  officers,  they 
would  have  been  more  cautious  in  talking  of  Ameri- 
can cowardice.  The  provincials  (hewed  a great  de- 
gree of  aftivity  and  (kill  in  the  conftruftion  of  their 
works,  and  of  (leadincfs  and  conftancy  in  defending 
them,  under  many  great  difadvantages.  They  faidi 
tho’  they  had  loft  a poft,  they  had  aim  oft  all  the  eflTefts 
of  a compleat  viftory;  as  they  entirely  put  a ftop  to 
the  olFeniive  operations  of  a large  army  fent  to  fubduc 
them;  and  which  they  continued  to  block  up  in  a 
narrow  town.  They  now  triumphed  that  their  ac- 
tions had  refuted  rhofe  reproaches  which  had  been 
thrown  upon  them  in  England,  ofbeing  deficient  in 
courage  and  refolution.  The  advantages  qf  this  en- 
gagement did  not  counterbalance  thelofs  to  the  King’s 
troops ; for  all  that  could  be  faid  to  have  been  obtained 
in  lieu  of  1054  men  killed  and  wounded  was  5 pieces 
of  cannon,  and  30  wounded  men. 

The  provincials  after  the  aftion  at  Bunker’s-hill, 
threw  up  works  upon  Winter-hill,  on  their  fide 
Charleftbwn  neck,  fo  that  the  troops  were  asclofely 
invefted  in  that  peninfula,  as  they  had  been  in  Bof- 
ton.  They  were  alfo  indefatigable  in  fecuring  the 
moft  expofed  pods  of  the  lines  with  redoubts  cover- 
ed with  artillery,  and  advanced  their  works  clofc 
to  the  fortification  on  Bofton-neck,  where  with  equal 
boldnefs  and  addrefs  they  burnt  a guard-houfe  be- 
longing to  the  king’s  troops.  As  the  army  was  abun- 
dantly furnilhed  with  all  manner  of  military  (lores, 
and  artillery;  the  troops  were  not  fparing  in  throw- 
ing (hells  and  maintaining  a great  cannonade  upon 
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tile  works  of  the  provincials,  which  had  no  other  effcft 
than  to  accuflom  them  to  that  fort  of  fervice,  and  to 
wear  oil  the  dread  of  thofe  noify  melTengcfs  of  death. 

1 he  provincials,  on  the  other  fide,  feeuied  to  be  cau- 
tious in  expending  their  ammunition. 

'rhe  melancholy  effects  of  this  battle’appeared  troll 
manifdl  in  the  ruins  of  the  town  of  Charleilown,  which 
was  now  an  affecting  fpeftacle  to  the  ferious  and  un- 
prejudiced of  all  parties.  It  was  the  firfl:  fcttlemcnt 
made  in  this  colony,  and  was  confidered  as  the  mother 
of  Bofton  ; for  the  town  of  Bofton  was  firft  bui  It  by 
a number  of  emigrants  from  Charleilown  fome  Ihort 
time  after  the  year  1630.  Charleilown  was  large, 
handfome,  and  well  built, — botli  with  regard  to  its 
public  and  private  edifices  ; it  was  about  half  as  large 
as  Bofton,  and  was  capable  of  being  made  as  ftrong, 
for  it  flood  upon  a peninfula,  much  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  Bofton  does,  and  had  nearly  the  fame  natural 
advantages.  It  was  both  a market  and  county  tovra, 
being  the  county  town  of  Middlefex,  in  Maffachufett’s- 
Bay.  It  had  a good  large  church,  a market-place  in  a 
handfome  fquare  by  the  river  fide,  fupplied  with  all 
neceffary  provifions,  both  of  flefli  and  fifh, — and  two 
large  ftreets  leading  down  to  it,  which  were  both  re- 
gular and  elegant.  It  carried  on  the  greaieft  trade  of 
any  town  in  the  province,  except  Bofton.  It  is  faid 
that  the  two  ports  cleared  out  a thoufand  vcffcls  an- 
nually for  foreign  trade,  exclufive  of  a vaft  number 
of  coafters.  Such  is  the  end  of  human  labour,  wif- 
dom  and  induftry — and  fuch  the  effefts  and  fatal  fruits 
of  civil  diffention  and  difeord  ! The  work  of  a day 
will  ruin  the  labour  of  ages,  and  lay  riches,  grandeur, 
piagnificence,  and  fplendor  in  ruins. 

His  Majefty’s  forces  were  now  in  a very  ineligible 
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fluiation;  they  were  deprived  of  provifions  from  the 
country,  by  two  canfes  ; — they  were  hedged  in  by 
the  provincial  troops  by  land,  and  the  colonies  had 
agreed  to  fend  them  none  by  fea.  They  had  nothing 
hut  what  they  had  from  the  (hips,  or  what  they  took 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  ; and  their  duty  was  now 
doubled,  by  being  both  obliged  to  guard  their  en- 
campment and  defend  the  town.  This  evil  had  one 
advantage  attending  it,  it  enlarged  their  quarters, 
and  afforded  them  more  room,  and  more  fre(h  air.— 
They  were  more  dreadfully  incommoded  in  the  town 
during  the  exceflive  heat  of  the  fummer,  which  was 
ready  to  bring  on  diftempers  and  crowd  the  hofpitals : 
This  encampment  was  therefore  a fort  of  relief  for 
die  prefent,  tho’  it  was  attended  witli  more  fatigue, 
— Their  wants  were  at  the  fame  time  very  grii^us, 
their  fituation  irkfome  and  degrading  : they  were  in-* 
fulted  by  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  dcr 
fpife,  and  in  continual  alarm  from  a people  whom  they 
had  fufficiently  provoked.  Their  provifions  were 
both  fait  and  bad  ; and,  like  other  things  that  are  de- 
rived from  government  contrafts,  were  pernicious  in 
their  effects,  and  exorbitant  in  their  price.  The  heat 
of  the  climate,  the  badnefs  of  provifions,  and  confine- 
ment, naturally  brought  on  difeafes,  and  filled  the  hof- 
pitals. ITie  number  of  fick  and  wounded,  at  a mode- 
rate computation,  amounted  now  to  1 600.  Confider- 
ing  all  circumftances,  it  was  a wonder  there  were  not 
more  in  this  diffreffed  fituariqn.  It  was  however  for- 
tunate, that  few,  in  comparifqn  of  the  numbers  that; 
were  fick,  died. 

A regiment  of  light  cavalry  arrived  from  Ireland,—, 
which,  inftead  of  affording  aid  to  their  friends,  were 
rather  a grievance ; for  they  were  never  able  to  let  a 
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foot  out  of  the  garrifion,  and  only  helped  to  confume 
the  provifions  which  were  in  the  town;  by  which 
means  both  the  foldiers  and  the  town’s  people  were 
morediftreffed.  Almoft  all  circumftances  concurred 
to  diftrefs  and  render  the  troops  uneafy ; they  found 
from  experience  that  the  provincials  were  not  fuch 
cowards  as  they  had  been  reprefentcd,  and  that  it 
was  dangerous  to  prefume  too  far  upon  that  hypo.* 
thefis,  and  that  many  of  thofe  things  which  they  needed 
greatly  could  not  be  obtained  without  encountering  a 
defperate  enemy.  They  were  conftantly  witnelTes 
of  the  moft  daring  adventures  performed  by  perfons 
whom  they  had  been  told  were  mean,  daftardly  pol- 
troons, and  who  would  run  at  the  fight  of  a grenadier, 
--They  were  now  not  only  obliged  to  rilk  their  lives 
for  fupplies  of  neceffary  food  to  themfelves,  but  to 
venture  them  for  fupplies  to  their  horfes  ; for  hay,  as 
well  as  bread,  corn,  and  flelh,  was  become  an  article  of 
very  great  importance.  The  hay,  Iheep,  andcattleinthe 
illands  were  now  as  much  the  reafons  of  war,  as  the 
rights  of  the  Britifti  parliament  over  America  ; and 
they  were  hcanily  in  earneft  to  fight  for  therr  food, 
who  were  indifferent  about  fighting  for  the  dominion 
of  others.  The  provincials  knew  the  fituation  and- 
circumftances  of  the  troops,  and  underftood  what  ne- 
ceflity  would  fuggeft  to  them  ; having  therefore  pro- 
cured a number  of  whale  boats,  and  being  raafters  of 
the  ftiore  and  inlets  of  the  bay,  they  burnt,  deftroyed, 
and  carried  away,  in  fpite  of  all  the  ftiips  of  war  and 
armed  veffels,  thofe  necell'ary  articles  which  the  king’s 
troops  ftood  moft  in  need  of.  — ■ Thefe  enterprifes 
brought  on  fundry  Ikirmilhes,  and  the  provincials 
grew  fo  daring  at  length  as  to  burn  the  light-houfe, 
which  was  built  upon  an  iflaud  at  the  entrance  of  the 
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harbour,  tho’  a man  of  war  lay  within  a fni'le  of  them* 
at  thttime.  Some  carpenters  were  fent  afterwards, fin- 
der the  proteftion  of  a fmall  party  of  marines,  to  ereft 
a temporary  light-houfe,  when  they  killed  and  carried 
off  the  wliole  detachment.  All  thefe  aftions  were  at 
home  reprefented  as  deeds  of  cowardice,  and  we 
heard  nothing  from  miniftcrial  demagogues,  except^ 
coward,  rebel,  or  poltroon.'  Such  is  the  infatOation 
of  prejudiced  minds,  when  fet  upon  a favourite  pro- 
jeft,  that  they  not  only  will  not  perceive  the  truth, 
but  wilfully  pervert  it.  Even  when  appearances  were 
ftrongly  againft  us,  we  ftill  interpreted  them  in  our 
own  favour;  from  whence  the  public  news  became 
the  vehicles  of  falfhood,  mHmformation’,  and  decep- 
tion. We  were  promifed  that  in  one  campaign  the 
war  would  be  ended,  the  Americans  Obliged  to  fubl- 
mit  to  the  w ill  and  pleafure  of  the  mihifter,  and  Bri- 
tain indcitmified  for  all  her  expences  by  the  wealth  of 
the  colonies.  So  far  will  blinded  mortals  proceed, 
when  pride,  intereft,and  paffion  put  out  their  eyes. 

While  the  troops  were  thus  blockaded  in  Boftony 
a W'ar  of  plunder  commenced,  or  in  more  polite- 
terms,  it  became  praedatory.  It  was  carried  on  be- 
tween the  fltips  of  war  and  the  inhabitants  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  tl)e  coaft.  The  fi.rft  being  refufed  the 
provifions  and  neceffarres  which  they  wanted  for 
rheinfclvcs  or  the  army,  endeavoured  to  obtaia 
them  by  force,  andin  tliefc  attempts  were  frequently 
oppofed,  and  lometimes  repulfed  by  the  country  peo- 
ple. The  feizing  oflhips-according  to  the  new  laws, 
or  at  the  commands  of  the  admiral,  was  alfo  a conti- 
nual fource  of  animofty,  the  proprietors  naturally 
hazarding  all  dangers,  in  defence,  or  for  the  recovery 
•f  their  property.  Thefe  contefts  brought  the  ven- 
geance 
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gcaiice  of  the  men  of  war,  upon  feveral  of  the  fmall 
towns  upon  the  fea  coaft,  fome  of  wiiich  underwent 
a fevere  correftion.  On  thefe  occafions  the  argu*- 
raent  concerning  cowardice  appeared  to  have  as  much 
force  on  the  one  fide  as  the  other  ; for  if  the  provin- 
cials took  the  advantage  of  the  country,  and  did 
not  expofe  therafelves  unneccffarily  to  the  violence 
of  our  men,  our  troops  were  cautious  to  keep  within 
reach  of  their  (hips,  and  did  not  venture  to  penetrate 
into  the  country.  It  might  have  been  expefted  while 
the  war  was  hanging  in  this  kind  of  fufpence,  and 
both  parties  feemed  afraid  to  venture  a general  en- 
gagement, that  fome  fparks  of  wifdom  would  have 
fprung  up  in  the  minds  of  the  Britilh  minidiry,  and 
that  they  would  have  tried  fome  foftening  meafures, 

to  have  prevented  the  further  (hedding  of  blood. 

But  either  pride  or  revenge  operated  ftrongly  upon 
their  temper,  and  the  blood  they  had  (hed  was  only 
a fort  of  a whet  which  made  their  appetites  keener 
for  (laughter,  that  they  might  glut  their  revenge.  It 
was  generally  believed,  that  at  this  time  the  fovereign 
was  greatly  abufed,  and  matters  were  mifreprefented 
to  him,  oiherwife  he  would  not  have  given  counte- 
nance to  a war,  which  could  have  no  good  elfeft  in 
its  profecutlon,  and  might  iflfue  in  difraembering  the 
empire.  The  friends  of  the  revolution  and  the  Ha- 
noverian fuctellion,  could  not  prevail  upon  themfelvcs 
to  believe,  that  a King  of  the  family  of  Brunfwick 
could  be  fo  blind  to  his  owm  Intereft,  and  that  of  his 
people,  as  to  liften  to  the  counfels  of  men  that  were 
advifing  him  to  ruin  his  ow'n  family.  They  at  laft 
had  reafon  to  fear  that  a great  infatuation  had  feized 
the  moving  powers  of  the  body  politic,  and  the  head 
as  well  as  the  members,  were  greatly  infeSed.  This 
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they  could  only  lament ; for  all  the  remedies  which 
they  tried  proved  ineffefhial.  Petitions  and  remon- 
(Irances  were  conftrufted  difrefpeftful  to  his  Majefty, 
andinfultsto  government;  and  thole  who  had  ven- 
tured their  lives  and  fortunes  in  qaellin^  an  aflual  re- 
bellion againft  the  fovereign,  were  accounted  difloyaf 
for  pleading  the  caufe  of  magm  charta  and  the  tevolu-' 
lion  ; while  fome  who  had  drawn  their  fwords  agamd 
their  king  and  the  laws,  were  preferred  to  high  ho- 
nours, and  fufiered  to  balk  in  the  warm  fnnlhine  of 

royal  favour. The  true  lovers  of  Englilh  liberty 

were  ftigmatized  with  the  opprobrious  names  of  fac- 
tious dillurbers  of  the  peace,  and  mock  patriots,  and 
venal  Icriblers  were  privileged  to  blacken  their  caufe, 
and  abufe  their  charafters.  Their  oppolition  to  vio- 
lent meafures,  for  fupporting  what  at  bell  was  prob- 
lematical, was  termed  indire^  rebellion ; and  thofe 
who  had  once  aftually  rebelled,  were  loudell  in  the 
cry  againft  them. 

The  policy  of  the  miniftry  at  this  time  was  as  un- 
fucccfsful  as  it  was  abfurd  in  its  principles ; the  Ca- 
nada bill,  which  is  commonly  called  the  Quebec  aft,, 
operated  in  a manner  direftly  oppofite  to  its  firft  and 
true  intention.  Its  pernicious  coafcqaences  were  now 
difpla}  ed  in  a manner  and  degree  beyond  what  its  moll 
fanguine  oppofers  ever  imagined  could  happen.  In- 
ftead  of  gaining  the  French  Canadians  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  government,  by  this  abfurd  and  inconfiftent 
law,  the  miniftry  loft  their  affeftions,  and  they  were 
found  as  much  averfe  to  this  aft,  and  as  much  difgnft- 
cd  at  its  operations  as  the  Britilh  fettlers.  General 
Carlcton,  the  governor  of  this  province,  who  had 
placed  much  confidence  in  the  railing  a conliderablc 
army  of  Canadians,  and  being  enabled  to  march  at 
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their  head  to  the  relief  of  Geoeral  Gage,  found  hira- 
felf  fadly  difappointed;  for  tho*  government  relied 
much  upon  the  hope  of  this  manoeuvre,  and  had  fent 
ao^ooo  Hands  of  arms,  and  a great  quantity  of  milita> 
ry  ftpres  for  this  wife  and  gracious  purpofe,  the, 
Canadians  were  notdifpt^ed  to  make  any  ufe  of  them. 
The  people  faid  they  were  now  under  the  Britilh  go-  ' 
vernmentj  that  they  could  not  pretend  to  underftand 
the  caufes  of  the  prefent  difputes,  nor  the  juftice  of 
the  claims  on  either  fide ; that  they  did  and  would 
Ihewthemfelves  dutiful  fubjeAs,  by  a quiet  and  peace- 
able demeanor,  and  due  obedience  to  the  government 
under  which  they  were  placed;  bm  that  it  was  to- 
U lly  incohMent  with  their  prefent  Hate  and  condi- 
tion, to  interfere  or  in  any  degree  render  themfelves 
parties  in  the  conteil  that  might  arife  between  the  go- 
vernment and  its  ancient  fubjefls.  The  governor  if- 
hied  a proclamation  for  aflembling  the  miljtia,  and 
for  the  execution  of  the  martial  law,  but  it  was  in  vain, 
for  it  produced  no  effeft : they  faid  they  would  defend 
the  province  if  it  was  attacked  ; but  they  abfolutely 
refiifed  to  march  out  of  it,  or  to  commence  hoftilitics 
againft  their  neighbours.  When  all  earthly  argu- 
ments failed,  the  governor  had  recourfe  to  fpiritual 
injunflions.  He  applied  to  the  Bilhop  of  Quebec  to 
ufe  his  fpiritual  authority  and  influence  with  the  peo- 
ple towards  difpofing  them  to  the  adoption  of  this  fa- 
vourable meafure,  and  particularly  that  he  would  if- 
fiie  an  epifcopal  mandate  to  be  read  in  all  the  parill^ 
churches,  by  the  priefts,  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice  ; 
— - but  the  Biihop  excufed  himfelf  from  a compliance 
with  this  propofition, by  reprefenting,  that  an  cpifcoi 
pal  mandate  on  fuch  a fubjeft  would  be  contrary  to 
the  canons  of  the  church  of  Rome.  The  ccclefiaf- 
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ticesjinihc  place  of  this,iffucdpaIloral  letters  which  air 
moft;  were  generally  difregarded.  The  npblefle  alone, 
who  were  chiefly  conlidcred  in  the  Quebec  aft,  (hew- 
ed a zeal  againft  the  Englifh  colonills ; but  as  they 
flood  feparated  from  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
they  (hewed  no  formidable  degree  of  (Irength.  Thefe 
proceedings  fully  (hew  the  real  intention  of  this  po- 
pi(h,  abfurd,  and  unconditntionai  law;  that  it  was 
formed  >yith  no  other  defign  than  to  make  popery,  as  far 
as  its  profeflbrs  would  comply  with  the  orders  of 
(late,  fubfervient  to  arbitrary  government.  It  was 
by  no  means  to  eafe  the  confciences  of  catholics,  nor 
to  ferve  the  pyrpofes  of  their  religion,  nor  thofe  of 
any  other  fprm  of  godUnefs,  but  to  ferve  the  ends  of 
the  minider  in  fubduing  and  enllaving  the  colonies. 
— The  catholics  in  Canada  perceived  the  delign,  and 
were  far  from  thanking  government  for  the  new  fa- 
vour that  was  pretended  to  be  conferred  upon  them; 
they  defpifed  the  idea,  and  inferred,  that  government 
wo^d  make  the  fame  ufe  of  all  religions  to  ferve  the 
ends  of  their  ambition.  This  was  (ugh  a coarfe  fpun 
thread  of  human  policy,  that  it  was  eaCly  perceived 
by  every  eye,  and  the  minidry  greatly  expofed  both 
their  weaknefs  and  malice  in  fabricating  fuch  an  ab- 
furd law.  It  will  in  fome  after  ages  be  conlidered  as 
a drange  political  phaenomenon,  to  And  that  a Britilh 
parliament  (hould  have  given  fanftion  to  a law  fo  ex- 
ceedingly contrary  to  the  conditution  of  the  empire. 
As  this  aft  was  publicly  complained  of,  and  expo- 
fed  in  the  feveral  publications,  the  friends  of  the  mini- 
dry  fet  their  hirelings  to  work  tp  defend  it;  that  if 
they  could  not  altogether  lick  it  into  the  form  of 
truth,  they  might  as  far  as  was  poffible  conceal,  or 
varnilh  its  deformity.  Ilis  Majedy’s  proraife  in  his 
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declaration  at  the  peace  1763  was  infilled  upon  as  a 
rcafoD  for  this  new  law;  but  it  was  affirmed  that  there 
was  a wide  difference  between  the  promife  of  per- 
mitting the  free  exercife  of  any  religion,  and  ingraft- 
ing it  upon  the  Hates  as  a legal  ellablilhment : that 
the  government  had  now  eftablilhed  popery,  and  left 
the  protcllant  fubjefts  of  the  empire  no  more  than  a 
precarious  toleration,  depending  upon  his  Majelty’s 
will  and  pleafure,  while  popery  was  not  only  fecured 
by  law,  but  its  clergy  fupported  by  the  authority  of 
parliament.  This  bill,  like  many  other  things  which 
proceed  from  evil  principles  and  fprings  of  aflion, 
neither  anfwered  the  defign  of  the  contrivers,  nor 
pleafed  any  party  that  was  concerned  in  it. 

This  endeavour,  which  was  expefted  to  have  great 
efficacy,  not  fucceeding  according  to  the  wilhes  of  the 
contrivers,  the  minillry  proceded  to  another,  equally 
abfurd,  cruel,  aijd  pernicious.  Agents  were  employ-, 
cd  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  influence  among  the 
Indian  tribes,  which  border  upon  the  back  lettle- 
mentsofthe  colonies,  to  ftir  them  up  to  war,  and 
make  them  fall  upon  the  cblonills  with  that  fury  that 

is  peculiar  to  them  when  they  engage. — But 

peither  prefentg  nor  perfuafions  were  capable  of  pro- 
ducing this  effeft.  From  whatever  caufe  it  proceed- 
ed, thofe  favage  warriors,  who  had  at  other  times 
been  ready  to  take  up  the  hatchet,  witliout  fup- 
port  or  engagement,  now  turped  a deaf  tar  to  all 
propofals  and  folicitations,  and  declared  for  a neutra- 
lity. They  ufed  much  the  fame  reafons  that  the  Cz~. 
nadians  had  done:  they  faid  they  did  pot  undcrlland 
the  fubjedl,  and  were  forry  for  the  prefent  unfortu- 
nate difputes ; but  it  was  not  fit  nor  becoming  fof 
^etnto  take  any  part  in  quarrels  betweeu  Englilh- 
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men,  for  all  of  whom,  onbothfides  of  ihewaterj 
they  had  a great  alFcfHon.  This  reply  might  have 
been  fufficient  to  have  made  an  impreffion  upon  con- 
feiences  that  were  not  altogether  hardened ; — it  was 
a plain  tedimony  that  the  Indians  did  not  imagine  that 
the  claims  of  the  miniflry  were  a fufficient  foundation 
for  war,  and  that  the  difpute  ought  not  to  have  been 
determined  by  the  fword.  The  cpngrefs  on  this  oc- 
cafion  did  not  negleff  their  own  intered,  nor  lofe  an 
opportunity  of  fo  much  confequcnce  to  their  caufe ; 

they  accordingly  employed  proper  perfons  to 

cultivate  the  favourable  opinion  of  the  Indians,  and 
by  degrees  took  fuch  meafures  as  made  the  agents 
for  government  think  it  proper  to  provide  for  their 
own  fafety.  It  is  faid  that  fome  of  the  Indians  tnade 
propofals  to  take  up  arms  on  the  other  fide  \ bpt  fhe 
colonids  only  requeded  them  to  obferve  a driff  neu-r 
trality,  Candonr  mud  oblige  an  hidorian  to  confefs 
that  this  was  a very  different  temper  from  that  of  the 
minidry,  who  wanted  the  Indians  by  all  means  to  fal| 
upon  the  colonids : it  would  have  had  forae  appear- 
ance of  rcafonfor  the  colonids  to  have  deCred  the  In- 
dians to  have  taken  up  the  hatchet,  becaufe  the 
government  had  Oiewn  an  intention  to  employ  them 
in  that  manner;  for  it  could  only  have  been  account- 
ed felf-defcnce  to  have  made  ufe  of  their  enemies  in- 
druments  againd  them.  But  this  they  did  not  do, 
which  mud  be  confidercd  as  a wife  and  prudepi  part 
of  their  conduft.  It  is  a mod  difagreeable  tafk  in  go- 
ing over  this  part  of  our  hidory,  to  be  obliged  to  de- 
termine in  many  indances  againd  the  conduft  gf  our 
government, — which  in  former  times  has  been  fo  ret 
markable  for  judice,  mercy,  and  benevolence.  Ge- 
neral Gage’s  late  proclamation  tended  much  to  in^ 
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creafe  the  animofity,  indignation,  and  rage,  which 
were  already  fo  prevalent  in  the  colonies  j and  brought 
forth  a declaration  from  the  congrefs,  which  in  the 
nature  of  thefe  appeals  that  are  made  to  mankind,  as 
well  as  Heaven,  in  a declaration  of  war,  fet  forth  the 
caufes  and  neceffity  of  their  taking  up  arms.  Among 
the  long  lift  of  the  caufes  which  they  offer,  befides 
the  late  hoftilities,  they  ftate  endeavours  ufed  to  ftir 
Up  the  Indians  and  Canadians  to  attack  them,  and  fe- 
vcrely  reproach  General  Gage  for  what  they  call  his 
perfidy,  cruelty,  and  breach  of  faith,  in  breaking  the 
conditions  which  he  had  engaged  to  obferve  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton ; they  alfo  freely  cenfure  the 
array,  whom  they  charge  with  the  burning  of  Charlef- 
town  wantonly  and  unneceffarily. 

When  they  ftate  their  refources,  they  confider  fo- 
reign alTiftance  as  undoubtedly  attainable  if  it  were 
neceffary.  They  however  fay,  that  left  this  dcclara.. 
tion  fhould  difquiet  the  minds  of  their  friends  and  fel- 
low fubjefls  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  they  affure 
them  that  they  meant  not  to  diffolve  that  happy  union 
which  had  fo  long  fubfifted  between  them,  and  which 
th^  earneftly  wifhed  to  fee  reftored : and  neceffity 
had  not  yet  driven  them  to  that  defperate  meafure,  or 
induced  them  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  againft 
them;  they  had  notraifed  armies  with  ambitious  de- 
figns  of  feparating  from  Great  Britain,  and  eftablifliing 
independent  ftates ; they  fought  not  for  conqueft  or 
glory.—— This  declaration  was  read  with  great  feri- 
oufnefs,  and  even  religious  folemnity  to  the  different 
bodies  of  the  army  who  were  encamped  around  Bof- 
ton, and  was  received  by  them  with  loud  acclamations 
of  applaufe  and  approbation. 

This  declaration  was  followed  bv  an  addrefs  to  the 
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inhabitants  of  Great  Britain;  another  to  the  people 
oflrelarid;  and  a petition  to  the  King.  Ail  thefc 
writings  were  drawn  up  in  a very  mailerly  marracr^ 
and  in  refpeft  to  art,  addrefs,  and  exeemron,  equal  to 
any  public  declarations  made  by  any  powers,  upon  the 
greateft  occafions.  Tlic  congreft  had  in  their  deeJa- 
fation,  without  mentioning  it  particularly,  reprobated 
the  principles  of  Lord  North’s  conciliatary  propofi- 
tion,  which  they  called  an  infidioas  manoeuvre,  adopted 
by  parliament.  They  fometime  afterguards  took  the 
refolution  more  formally  into  confideration.  It  had 
been  communicated  to  them  by  direftion,  or  at  Icaft 
by  permiflion  of  the  minifter,  in  the  hand  writing  of 
Sir  Grey  Cowper,  one  of  the  two  principal  fecrcta- 
ries  of  the  treafury.  In  the  courfe  of  a long  and  ar- 
gumentative difculfion,  they  condemn  it  as  unreafon- 
able  and  infidious : that  it  is  unreafonable,  becaufcj 
if  they  declare  they  will  accede  to  it,  they  declare 
without  refervation,  that  they  will  pnrehafe  the  favor 
of  parliament,  not  knowing  at  the  fame  time  at  what 
price  thdy  will  ellimatc  their  favour:  thath  is  inhdi- 
ous,  bccaufe,  individual  colonies  having  bid  and  bid- 
den again,  till  they  find  the  avidity  of  the  feller  toa 
great  for  all  their  powers  to  fatisfy,  are  then  to  tom 
into  oppofition  divided  from  their  filler  colonies^ 
whom  the  mini  Her  will  have  previoufiy  detached  by  a 
grant  of  eafier  terms,  or  by  an  artful  procrallrnation  of 
a defenfive  treaty.  Tliey  conclude  upon  the  whole, 
that  the  propofition  was  held  up  to  tfe  World  to  de- 
ceive it  into  a belief,  that  there  was  nothing  in  dif- 
putc  except  the  inode  of  levying  taxes  j and  that  par- 
liament have  now  been  fo  go'>d  as  to  give  up  that^ 
the  colonies  mud  have  been  unreafonable  in  the  high-* 
eft  degree  if  they  were  not  perfectly  fatisfled. 

The 
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The  colony  of  Georgia  at  length  joined  in  the  ge- 
neral alliance.  A provincial  congrefs  aflembled  in  the 
beginning  of  the  month  of  July,  which  fpeedily  agreed 
to  all  the  refolutions  of  the  two  general  congfeffes,  in 
the  utmoU  extent,  and  appointed  five  delegates  to  at- 
tend the  prefent.  To  make  an  amends  for  their  de- 
lay, they  entered  into  all  the  fpiri^  of  the  refolutions 
formed  by  the  other  colonies,  and  adopted  finiilar  ones 
and  declared  that  tho’  their  province  was  not  included 
in  any  of  the  oppreflive  a£ls  lalely  paffed  againft  Ame- 
rica, they  confidered  that  circumftahee  as  ah  infult  ra- 
ther than  a favour,  as  being  done  only  with  a view  to 
divide  them  from  their  American  brethren.  They 
alfo  addrefled  a petition,  under  the  title  of  ‘ Ah  hiimblc 
petition  and  addrefs  to  his  Majefty ; ’ which,  however 
trite  the  fubjeft  was  now  become,  was  not  deficient  in 
h certairt  freftmefs  of  colouring,  which  gave  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  novelty.  Upon  the  acceffion  of  this  pro- 
vince, the  colonifts  alTumed  after  this  period  the  appeU 
lation  of  ^ he  Thirteen  United  Colonies.  Such  was  the 
progrefs  of  the  general  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  we  at 
home  called  rebellion,  that  it  fufmounted  difficulties  of 
the  moft  grievous  nature,  and  produced  fuch  an  union 
among  the  colonies,  which  few  would  have  expected 
to  have  happened  for  fome  ages  to  cOme. 

The  general  cOngrefs,  in  compliance  with  the  ge- 
heral  wifhes  of  the  people,  and  the  particular  appli* 
cation  of  the  New  England  provinces,  appointed 
George  Wafhington,  Efq;  a gentleman  of  affluent 
fortune  in  Virginia,  and  who  had  acquired  confidcr- 
able  military  experience  in  the  laft  war,  to  be  general 
and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  American  forces. 
They  alfo  appointed  Artemus  Ward,  Charles  Lee,  • 
Philip  Schuyler,  and  Ifrael  Putnam,  to  be  major-gene- 
- Ppp  ralsj 
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rals ; and  Horatio  Gates,  Efqj  adjutant-general.— 
The  congrefs  alfo  fixed  and  appointed  the  pay  of 
both  officers  and  foldiers  ; the  latter  of  which  were 
much  better  provided  for  than  thofe  upon  our  efiab- 
liffiment. 

About  the  beginning  of  July,  the  Generals  Wafli- 
ington  and  Lee  arrived  at  the  camp  before  Bofton, 
and  were  treated  with  the  great honours  in  all 
places  thro’  which  they  palled.  They  were  efconed 
by  large  detachments  of  volunteers,  corapofed  of  gen- 
tlemen in  the  dilferent  provinces  ; and  received  ad- 
drelTes  from  the  provincial  congreffes  of  New-York 
and  Mallachuflett’s-Bay.  The  military  fpirit  and  dif- 
pofition  was  now  fo  high  and  general,  that  war  and 
military  preparations  employed  the  minds  and  hands 

of  all  orders  of  people  throughout  the  continent. . 

Men  of  the  highefi:  rank  and  fortunes,  who  were  not 
appointed  to  public  offices  in  the  army,  entered  clicar- 
fully  as  private  men,  and  ferved  as  volunteers  in  the 
ranks.  Many  of  the  younger  Quakers,  that  peaceable 
and  inoffenfive  denomination  of  ChrhHans,  when 
they  faw  their  rights  and  liberties  at  Hake,  forgot 
their  paffive  principles  of  forbearance  and  non-reiift- 
ance,  took  up  arms,  and  formed  themfelves  into  com- 
panies at  Philadelphia,  and  applied  with  affiduity  to  llu-  1 
dy  the  military  exercife  and  difeipline.  It  was  reported, 
though  not  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  that  there 
were  not  fewer  than  200,000  men  in  arms  and  train-  ^ 
ing  this  year  throughout  the  continent  of  America-  l 
Bofion  continued  to  be  (liut  up  by  tltc  provinciJ 
troops,  and  matters  continued  much  in  the  lame  liw* 
ation  all  the  reft  of  this  year,  and  a confiderablc  p^rr 
of  the  next : the  king’s  forces,  and  the  remaining  inha- 
bitants fuflfered  prodigioufly  by  fevers,  fluxes,  and  t!ic 
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fcurvy,  brou.^ht  on  thro’  confinement,  heat  of  wea- 
ther, and  bad  provifions.  Some  things  which  were 
begun  this  year  in  Canada,  will  fall  more  properly  un- 
der the  hiftory  of  the  tranfa£Hons  of  the  following 
year,  which  fliall  be  confidered  after  we  have  finilh- 

ed  the  political  hiftory  of  this. The  miniftry 

notwithftanding  their  2eal  in  purfuing  meafures  to 
bring  the  colonifts  to  fubjeftion,  (hewed  a real  want 

of  fyftem  and  defign  in  their  whole  proceedings. 

, Tho’  they  faw  the  oppofition  in  the  colonies  every 
day  gathering  ftrength,  and  encreafing  in  force,  they 
feemed  not  to  regard  it,  but  formed  their  eftimate 
wholly  upon  a peace  eftablilhment.  The  land-tax 
was  continued  at  three  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  no 
rote  of  credit  was  required : the  army  remained  upon 
its  former  footing,  and  a reduftion  was  made  of  4000 
fcrtmcn,  only  16000  being  required  for  the  enfuing 
year.  This  had  the  appearance  of  great  inronfiften- 
cy  j for  as  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  announced  the 
American  affiu’rs  to  be  in  a raoft  critical  and  alarming 
fituation,  and  feemed  to  call  for  the  moft  vigorous 
raeitfures,  yet  in  appearance  there  was  nothing  but 
fupineuefs  and  want  of  attention  prevailing  upon  the 
' couduft  of  government.  It  was  faid  by  the  oppofition 
that  this  was  only  a minifterial  ftratagem  to  form  e- 
(limates  which  were  defigned  for  no  other  purpofe 
tiuin  to  wafte  paper,  but  was  never  intended  to  be 
purfued;  that  under  colour  of  this,  the  houfe  would 
be  furprized,  and  driven  into  grants  of  an  enormous 
nature.  That  it  was  fit  the  miniftry  (hould  explain 
their  real  intention,  that  gentlemen  might  be  able  to 
inform  their  conftituents  concerning  what  future  bur- 
dens were  to  be  impofed, or  whether  compulfive  mea- 
fures were  intended  againft  America ; for  that  to  talk 

of 
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of  inforch.g  a£ls  upon  a reduced  cftablifliraenT,  either 
naval  or  military,  was  a fort  of  language  only  fit  to 
ainufe  children.  It  had  undoubtedly  the  appearance 
of  great  inconfiftency  to  pretend  to  diminilh  the  fea 
forces,  when  the  king’s  fpeechdeclared  that  the  affairs 
in  America  were  in  a critical  and  dangerous  fituation- 
The  cooduft  of  the  miniftry  was  greatly  complain- 
ed of  on  this  occafion ; becaufe  when  they  were  lead- 
ing the  nation  into  war,  they  were  taking  every  ftcp 
theycouldto  make  that  war  ruinous,  by  ncglefting 
thofe  preparations  that  were  neceflary  for  carrying  it 
on  with  honour  and  fuccefs.  That  they  would  nei- 
ther make  peace,  by  making  rcafonable  conceffions, 
nor  war,  by  any  vigorous  military  arrangements;  but 
flu£luating  between  both,  deprived  the  nation  of  a pof- 
fibility  of  deriving  benefit  from  either.  It  was  faid, 
that  this  delay  was  fo  far  from  laving  any  thing  for 
the  public,  that  it  would  increafe  the  future  expence 
which  the  nation  would  affuredly  feel  in  due  time.— 
The  oppofuion  faid  they  were  far  from  defiring  war, 
and  as  far  from  dcfiring  large  peace  eftablifhmcnts ; 
but  if  againft  their  will,  war  rauft  he  carried  on,  that 
common  fenfedi£lated  that  it  ought  to  be  carried  on 
with  effcfl;  and  that  if  a peace  eftabliflimcnt,  and  c- 
ven  lower  than  a peace  eftablifhmcnt,  was  fufficient 
to  fupport  a war,  this  was  a demonflrative  proof  that 
the  peace  eflablilhment  had  been  fliamcfully  prodigal, 
and  the  fubfiance  of  the  nation  profufely  wafted. 

In  anfwerto  this  charge,  the  minifter  of  the  naval 
deparunent  publicly  alfcncd  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
that  he  knew^the  low  eftabliftiment  propofed,  would 
be  fully  liiflicient  for  reducing  the  colonies  to  obedi- 
ence. He  fpoke  with  great  contempt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  feeraed  10  defpife  both  their  power  and 

courage. 
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courage.  He  affirmed  that  they  were  not  difcipHn- 
cd,  nor  capable  of  difcipline,  and  that  formed  of  fuch 
materials,  and  fo  indifpofcd  to  a£^ion,  the  numbers,  of 
which  fuch  boafts  had  been  made,  would  only  add  to 
the  facility  of  their  defeat.  —From  what  has  been 
Ihewn  above,  in  the  affairs  of  Lexington  and  Bunkcr’s- 
hill,  we  may  fee  how  ill  informed  this  rainiflcr  of  flate 
V as  concerning  the  charafter  and  difpofition  of  the 
coionifts.  He  feemed  to  affirm  a real  falfhood  by  de- 
claring he  knew  what  he  did  not  know,  and  what  ex- 
perience has  fully  proved  was  in  no  refpcfts  the  truth. 
It  appears  exceedingly  ftrangc  to  honcft  men,  to  hear 
perfons  in  fuch  exalted  ftations  of  life,  fo  far  degrad- 
ing their  charafters,  as  to  expofe  their 'own  ignorance 
and  folly  in  fuch  a public  manner.  A nation  is  in  a 
very  critical  fituation  when  it  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  fuch  ignorant  perfons. 

Altho’  on  thefe  grounds  the  eflablifhment  flood, 
or  feemed  to  {land  as  reduced,  the  miniflers  did  not 
difclaim  any  farther  arrangement  of  apolitical  nature. 
By  being  frequently  prefl'ed,  fome  explanation  w'as 
drawn  out  on  that  fubjeft  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
A member  of  the  Commons  called  publicly  upon  the 
minifter  in  that  Houfe,  to  know  whether  he  had  any 
information  to  lay  before  them,  or  any  mcafurcs  to 
propofe  concerning  America;  for  if  he  had  not,  he 
thought  it  the  duty  of  parliament  to  interpofe,  to  call 
for  papers,  and  to  proceed  on  fuch  information,  how- 
ever defeftive,  as  they  could  obtain.  He  conludcd 
his  fpcech  by  totally  condemning  the  mcafurcs  adopt- 
ed by  the  late  parliament,  as  equally  impolitic  and  im- 
prafticable;  and  faid'  that  they  never  could  be  pru- 
dently or  effe£lually  carried  into  execution. 

The  rainiller  did  not  enter  into  a defence  of  the 

mcafurcs 


Digitized  by  Google 


434  HfSTORYOr  A.  D.  *774  j 

meafures  of  the  late  parliament.  He  pretended  that 
the  lubjc(ft  required  the  greateft  attention  and  dili- 
gence, as  being  a matter  of  the  greateft  confcquence 
ever  dilputed  within  the  walls,  and  that  he  would  not 
agree  to  condemn  mcafures  hallily,  which  had  been 
taken  up  upon  fuch  weighty  motives;  that  at  that 
time  it  was  impoffible  to  tell  how  they  might  anfwer, 
but  that  they  lliould  have  a fair  trial  before  they  were 
reprobated;  and  that  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  them 
could  only  be  known  jn  the  event.  That  he  had  in- 
formation which  he  would  lay  before  the  Houfe  foon 
after  the  holidays,  and  that  he  would  adopt  the  gen- 
tleman’s ideas  fo  far,  who  had  called  upon  him,  as  to 
propofe  the  appointment  of  a committee,  for  taking 
tjic  ailairs  of  America  under  the  confideration.  This 
delay  was  the  caufe  of  much  altercation,  and  many 
fevere  refleftious  againft  the  rainiftry.  To  purfue  the 
debates  in  parliament  on  this  occafion,  would  tc  both 
tedious  and  unintereding  to  many  of  our  readers;—^ 
we  (hall  conclude  the  hiltory  of  this  year  by  laying  in 
one  view  before  them,  the  fubftance  of  all  thofe  dc- 
bares  ip  the  following  ftate-papers. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in 
Parliament  aflembled;  prefented  to  his  Majefly 
on  Thurfday  the  9th  of  February,  1775.  I 

' '“Mofl:  Gracious  Sovereign, 

‘*WE,  your  Majefly ’s  mod  dutiful  ai  d loyal  fub- 
jefts,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com- 
mons, in  parliament  adembied,  return  your  Majedy 
our  mod  humble  thanks  for  having  been  gracioully 
pleafed  to  communicate  to  us  the  feveral  papers  re- 
lating to  the  prefent  date  of  the,  Britilh  colonies  in 
• ■ ' America, 
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America,  which,  by  your  Majefty’s  commands,  have 
been  laid  before  us : We  have  taken  them  into  our 
mod  ferious  confideration  ; and  we  find,  that  a part 
of  your  Majefty’s  fubje<ds,in  the  province  of  the  Maf- 
fachufett’s-Bay,  have  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  refift  the 
authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature ; that  a rebellion 
at  this  lime  actually  exifts  within  the  faid  province; 
and  we  fee,  with  the  utmoft  concern,  that  they  have 
been  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful  com- 
binations  and  engagements,  entered  into  by  your  Ma- 
jefty’s fubjefts  in  feveral  of  the  other  colonies,  to  the 
injury  and  oppreftion  of  many  oftheir  innocent  fellow- 
fubjefts,  refident  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  reft  of  your  Majefty’s  dominions : This 
conduft,  on  their  part,  appears  to  us  the  more  inex- 
cufable,  when  we  confider  with  how  much  temper 
your  Majefty  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  have 
aftcdinlupport  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain.  We  can  never  fo  far  defert  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  us,  as  to  rclinquifti  any  part  of  the  fovereigtt 
authority  over  all  your  Majefty’s  dominions,  which, 
by  law,  is  vefted  in  your  Majefty  and  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament ; and  the  conduft  of  many  perfons,  in 
feveral  of  the  colonies,  during  the  late  diiturbances, 
is  alone  fufficient  to  convince  us  how  neceftary  this 
power  is  for  the  proteffion  of  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  your  Majefty’s  fubjeffs. 

We  ever  have  been,  and  always  fliould  be,  ready  to 
pay  attention  and  regard  to  any  real  grievances  of 
any  of  your  Majefty’s  fubjefls.  which  ftiad,  in  a duti- 
ful and  conftitutional  manner,  be  laid  before  us;  and 
whenever  any  of  the  colonies  fliali  make  a proper  ap- 
plication to  us,  w'e  fhall  be  ready  to  afford  them  every 
juft  and  rcafonable  indulgence  : At  the  fame  time,  we 
coniidcr  it  as  our  Indifpenfible  duty  hnmbly  to  befeech 
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yotir  Majefly,  that  you  will  take  the  moft  elFeclual 
meafures  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
authority  of  the  fupreme  legiilature;’  and  we  'beg 
leave,  in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  to  affure  your  Ma- 
jedy,  that  it  is  our  fixed  refolution,  at  the  hazard  of 
our  lives  and  properties,  to  dand  by  your  Majedy,- 
againd  all  rebellious  attempts  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  jud  rights  of  your  Majedy  and  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament.” 


His  Majedy’s  mod  Gracious  Anfwer. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gemlemen, 

“ I thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  and  loyal  ad- 
drefs,  and  for  the  alFeflionate  and  folemn  affurahces 
you  give  me  of  your  fupport  in  maintaining  the  jud 
rights  of  my  crown,  and  of  the  two  houfes  of  parlia; 
ment ; and  you  may  depend  on  my  taking  the  mod 
fpeedy  and  effeftual  meafures  for  inforcing  due  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  and  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  le- 
giilature. 

“ Whenever  any  of  my  colonies  lhall  make  a pro- 
per and  dutiful  application,  I ihall  be  ready  to  con- 
clude'with  you,  in  affording  them  every  jud  and  rea- 
fonable  indulgence  j and  it  is  my  ardent  wifh,  that 
this  difpofition  may  have  a happy  effeft  on  the  tem‘- 
per  and  conduft  of  my  fubjsfts  in  America.” 

Proted  of  feveral  of  the  Lords,  onits  beiagrcfolvcd 
in  their  lloufe,  on  Tuefday,  the  yrh  of  rebnlary,' 

1775,  to  put  a maiq  quedion,  viz.  To  agree 
with  the  Commons  in  the  foregoing  addref?,'  < 

fent  by  them  to  .their  Lordiliips  for  their  con-  J 
currence,  by  filling  up  the  blank  left  in  it  for 
that  purpofe,  with  the  words,  “ Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal as  likewife  another  Prored  Of 

feveral  , 
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fevcral  of  t'fie  Lords,  on  their  tionfe's  jlgreeing 
with  the  Commons  in  the  faid  Addrefs.  ' ' 
DiJfetHieniy 

id.  The  previous  qiieflion  was  moved,  not  to  pre- 
tent  the  proceedings  in  the  addrefs  communicated  ,at 
the  conference  with  the  Commons,  but  in  order  to 
prefent  the  petitions  ofthe  North  American  merchants, 
and  of  the  Weft  Ijici)*'*  merchants  and  planters,  which 
petitions  the  Houfe  might  rejeft  if  frivolous,  or  poft*- 
pone  if  not  urgent,  as  might  feem  fit  to  their  wif* 
dom ; but  to  burry  on" the  bufinefs  to  which  thefe  po- 
tions fo  materiaTTy'aild  direfHy  related,  the  exprefs 
prayer  of  which  was,  that  they  might  be  heard  before 
any  fefolutlon  may  be  taken  by  tltis  right  honoura- 
ble lioufe  refpefting  America  : To  refufe  fo  much  as 

to  fuffer  them  to  be  preferited,  is  a proceeding  of  the 
moft  unwarrantable  nature,  and  direftly  fubverfivc  of 
!the  moft  facred  rights  of  the  fubje^L  It  is  the  more 
"particularly  exceptionable^  as  a Lord,  in  his  place, 
at  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  Weft  lndia  merchants,  in- 
formed the  HqulV,"th’at  'rf  neceftiated  fo  to  do,  they 
were  ready,  without  counccl  or  farther  preparation, 
‘.tnftantly  to  offer  evidence  to  prove,  that  feveral  iflands 
■'of  the  Weft-Iridiescould  not  be  ableto  fubfift after  the 
'operation  "of  thepropofed  addrefs  fti  ^America. - Jtrf- 
tice,  in  regard  to  individuals,  policy,  with  trgarcb'tb 
the  public,  and  deCoruin,  with  regard  to  ourfelves, 
required  that  we  ftiould  admit  this  petition  to  bepre- 
fenied.  By,  rcfufing  it,  juftiee  is  denied; 

idly.  Beeaufe  the  papers  laid  Upon  oUr  table  by 
the  minifters,  are  fq  manifeftively  defefbve,  and  fo 
avowedly  curtailed, ' that  we  can  derive  from  them 
nothing  like  information  ofthe  true  ftate  of  the  ob- 
jeft  on  which  wc  arc  going  to  aft,  or  of  the  confe- 
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quences  of  the  refolutions  which  we  may  take,  Wc 
ought,  as  we  conceive,  with  gladncfs  to  have  accept- 
ed that  information  from  the  merchams,  which  if  it 
had  not  been  voluntarily  offered  it  is  cur  duty  to 
feek.  There  is  no  information  concerning  the  ftatc 
of  our  colonics  (taken  in  any  point  of  view),  which, 
the  merrliants  are  not  far  more  competent  to  give 
than  governors  or  officers,  who  often  know  far  iefs 
of  the  temper  and  difpofition,  or  may  be  more  dif- 
pofed  to  mifrcprefeni  it  than  the  merchants.  Of  this 
_we  have  a full  and  melancholy  experience,  in  the  mif- 
taken  ideas  on  which  the  fatal  a£bs  o£  the  lad  parlia- 
ment were  formed.  ' ' . 

3dly.  Becaufe  W's  are  of  opinion,"  that  in  entering 
into  a war,  in  which  milchiefs  and  inconveniences  arc 
real  and  certain,  (but  the  utmoft  extent  of  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  forefee),  true  policy  requires  that  thofc 
Ihould  be  thoroughly  fatisfied  of . the  deliberation 
with  which  it  was  undertaken:  and  we  apprehend 
that  the  planters,  merchants,  and  manufafturers  will 
not  bear  their  Ioffes  and  burthens,  brought  on  them 
by  the  propofed  civil  war,  the  better  for  our  refufing 
To  much  as  to  hear  them  previous  to  our  engaging  in 
that  war;  nor  wjll  our  precipitation  in  rcfolving  affd 
much  to  the  fuccefs  in  executing  any  plan  that  may  be 
purfued. 

We  proteff  therefore  againft  the  re^ufal-to  fuffer 
fuch  petitions  to  be  prefented,  aud  we  tlius.dear  our- 
Iclves  to  our  country  of  the  difgrace  and'  mifehief 
which  mud  attend  this  uncondiiuiiooal,  indecent,  and 
improvident  proceeding.  ' . , , 

, Richmond,  Portland,  Ponfonby, 
Camden,  Fitzwilliam, 

Rock- 
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Rockingham,  Scarborough,  Wycombe, 

Abergavenny,  Effingham,  Abingdon, 

Torrmgton,  Craven,  Stanhope, 

Courtenay,  Cholmondeley,  Tankerville. 

Then  the  main  queflion  was  pur,  whether  to  agree 
with  the  Commons  in  the  faid  addrefs,  by  infecting 
the  words;  (Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal)  and 
It  was  refolveJ  iu  the  affirmative. 

Contents  87 

Non-Contents  27 

DifTcntient^  ift.  Becaule  the  violent  matter  of 
this  dangerous  addrefs  was  highly  aggravated  by  the 
violent  manner  in  which  it  was  precipitately  hurried 
.through  the  Houfe.  Lords  were  nor  allowed  the  in- 
lerpofition  of  a moment’s  time  for  deliberation,  before 
they  were  driven  headlong  into  a declaration  of  a civil 
war.  A conference  was  held  with  the  Commons, 
an  addrefs  of  this  importance  prefented,  all  extrane- 
ous information,  although  offered  poGtivcly  refufed, 
all  petitions  arbitrarily  rejefted,  and  the  whole  of  this 
rooit  awful  bufinefs  received,  debated,  and  concluded 
in  a Angle  day. 

2dly. Becaufc  no  legal  grounds  were  laid  in  ar- 
gument or  in  faft,  to  (hew  that  a rebellion,  properly  fo 
called,  did  exift  in  Maffachuffett’s-Bay,  when  the  pa- 
pers of  the  lateft  date,  and  from  whence  alone  we  de- 
rive onr  information,  were  written.  The  overt-afts, 
to  which  the  fpecies  of  treafon  affirmed  in  the  addrefs 
ought  to  be  applied,  were  not  eftabliffied,  nor  any  of- 
fenders CO  be  marked  out : but  a general  mafs  of  the 
afts  of  turbulence,  faid  to  be  done  at  various  times 
and  places,  and  of  various  natures,  were  all  thrown 
together  to  make  out  one  general  conflruftivc  treafon. 
Neither  y’as  thejpc  uoyjjo^  of  proof  of  the  continvt- 
- ■ ■ ance 
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ancc  of  aoy  unlawful  force,  from  whence  we  could 
infer  that  a rebellion  does  now  cxill.  And  we  are 
the  more  cautious  to  pronounce  any  part  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  dominions  in  ailual  rebellion,  becaufc  the  ca- 
fes of  conftruftive  treafun,  under  yhat  branch  of  the 
aSih  of  Edward  the  Third,  which  deferibes  the  crime 
of  rebellion,  have  been  already  fo  far  extended  by  the 
judges,  and  the  dillin<ftions  upon  it  fo  nice  and  fubtle, 
that  no  prudent-  man  ought  to  declare  any  finglc  per- 
fon  in  that  fituation,  witviout  the  cleared  evidence  of 
the  uncontrovertible  qvert-ad'ts,  to  warrant  fuch  a de- 
claration. Much  lefs  ought  fo  high  an  authority  as 
both  hoqfes  of  parliament*,  to  denounce  fo  fevere 
a judgment  againll  a confiderabje  part  of  bis  Majefty’s 
fubjeils,  by;  which  his  forecs  may  think  thcmfclvcs  juf- 
tified  in  coBtuntneing  a war,  without  any  further  order 
,or  comraiflion»  . ' . - 

- 3dlys  I Bechufe  we  think  that  fevcral  a£h  of  the 
late  parliament,  and  feveral  late  proceedings  of  admi- 
niftration,.'with  regard  to  the  colonics,  are  real  griev- 
ancek,  and’jud  cauies  of  complaint ; and,  we  cannot, 
in  honour,  or  in  confrience,  confent  to  an  addrefs 
-W'hich  coihnicnds  the  temper  by' which  proceedings, 
fo  very  intemperate,  have  been  carried  on ; nor  can 
“we  perfuade  ourfelvcs  to  authorize  violent  courfes  a- 
gaind  perfons  in  the  colonies  who  have  refilled  au- 
thority, 'without, - at  the  fame  time,'  redreffing  the 
■grievances  wliich  have  given  but  too  much  provoca- 
tion for  tbeif  behaviour. 

4thly.  Becaufe  wc  thi.nk  the  loofe  and  general  af- 
furances  given  by  the'  addrefs  of  a future  redrefs  of 
grievances,  in  cafe  of  fuSmtffion;  is  far  from  fatisfic- 
tory,  or  at  all  likely  to  produce  their  end,  whilft  the 
afls' complained  of  continue  uurepealed,  or  unanfetid- 
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edf  and  their  authors  remain  in  authority  here,  be- 
caufe  thefe  advifers  of  all  the  meafures  which  have 
brought  on  the  calamities  of  this  empire,  will  not  be 
ti  ufted  whilft  they  defend  as  juft,  neceffary,  and  even 
indulgent,  all  the  a£^s  complained  of  as  grievances  by 
the  Americans;  and  muft,  therefore,  on  their  own 
principles,  be  bound  in  future  to  govern  the^  colonics 
in  the  manner  which  has  already  produced  fuch  fatal 
effefts ; and  we  fear  that  the  refufal  of  this  Houfe  fo 
much  as  to  receive,  previous  to  determination,  (which 
is  the  moft  offenfive  mode  of  rejeftion)  petitions  from 
the  unoffending  natives  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Weiblndia  iflands,  affords  but  a very  difcouraging 
profpcff  of  our  obtaining  hereafter  any  petitions  at 
all  from  thofe  whom  we  have  declared  aftors  in  re- 
bellion, or  abettors  of  that  crime. 

Laftly,  Becaufc  the  means  of  enforcing  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Briiilh  Icgiflature,  is  confided  to  perfons  of 
tv’hofe  capacity,  for  that  purpofe,  from  abundant  expe- 
rience, we  have  reafon  to  doubt;  and  who  have  hi- 
therto ufed  no  cffeftual  means  of  conciliating,  or  of 
reducing  thofe  who  oppofe  that  authority 'this  ap- 
pears in  the  conftant  failure  of  all  their  projefts,  the 
infufficiency  of  all  their  information,  and  the  difap- 
poimment  of  all  the  hopes,  which  they  have  for  fe- 
veral  years  held  out  to  the  public.  Parliament  hjc 
never  refufed  any  of  their  propofals,  and  yet  our  af- 
fairs have  proceeded  daily  from  bad  to  worfe,  until  wc 
have  been  brought,  ftep  by  ftep,  to  that  ftate  of  gon- 
fufion,  and  even  civil  violence,  which  was  the  natural 
refult  of  thefe  defperate  meafures. 

We  therefore  proteft  againft  an  addrefs  amounting 
to  a declaration  of  war,  which  is  founded  on  no  pro- 
per parliamentary  information;  which  was  introdu- 
ced 
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ced  br  refufing  to  fuffer  the  prefentation  of  petitions 
again:!  ir,  (although  it  be  the  undoubted  right  of  the 
fubjeft  to  prefent  the  fame)  which  followed  the  rejec- 
tion of  every  mode  of  conciliation ; which  holds  out 
no  fubflantial  offer  of  redrefs  of  grievances;  and  which 
promifes  fupport  to  thofe  minifters  who  have  inflamed 
America,  and  grofsly  mifcondufted  the  affairs  of  Great 
Britain. 

Cholmondeley, 

Archer, 

Camden, 

W ycombe, 

Scarborough, 

Ponfonby, 


Richmond, 

Abingdon, 

Abergavenny, 

Effingham, 

Courtenay, 

Fitzwiiliam, 


Craven, 

Portland, 

Rockingham, 

Stanhope, 

Torrington, 

Tankervillc. 


Meffage  of  his  Majefty  to  the  Houfe  of  Common?, 
pn  Friday,  the  loth  of  February,  1775. 

“ George  R. 

. “ HIS  Majefty  being  determined,  in  confeqnencc  of 
. the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  to  take  the 
moil  fpredy  and  effeftual  meafures  for  fwpportlng  the 
-jull  rights  of  his  crown,  and  the  two  houfes  of  parli- 
ament, thinks  proper  to  acquaint  this  houfe,  that  feme 
addition  to  his  forces  by  fea  and  land  will  be  necef- 
fary  for  that  purpofe;  and  doubts  not  but  his  faith- 
ful Commons,  on  whofe  zeal  and  affeftion  he  entirely 
relies,  will  enable  him  to  make  fucb  augmentation  to 
his  forces  as  the  prefept  occaiion  fhall  be  thought  to 
rcrpiirc. 

« G.  R. 


Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city  of  London, 
See.  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  Fri- 
day, the  24th  of  February,  1774.  To 
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. To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  Parliament  alTembled.  , 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
Common-Council  alTembled, 

• Shcweth.  ■ ; 

“ THAT  although  your  petitioners  bear  all  due 
refpeft  to  the  policy  of  thofe  afts  of  parliament,  which 
have  anciently  preferred  Great  Britain  a neceflary 
and  beneficial  commerce  with  our  colonies,  yet  they 
are  exceedingly  alarmed  at  the  confequences  that  mull: 
enfue,  if  the  bill  now  depending  in  this  honourable 
houfe  fliould  pafs  into  a law,  entitled,  “ A bill  to  re- 
llrainthe  trade  and  commerce  of  Maflachufett’s  Bay 
and  New  Hampftiire,  and  colonies 'of  Conneflicut 
and  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Providence  Plantations  in  North 
America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britilli 
iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  to  prohibit  fuch  pro- 
vinces and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fifliery  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  or  other’  places  there- 
in to  be  mentioned,  under  certain  conditions,  and  for 
a time  to  be  limited;”  the  faidbill,  as  your  petition- 
ers conceive,  being  unjuftly  founded,  becaufe  it  in- 
volves the  whole  in  the  punilhmeut  intended  for  the 
fuppofed  offences  of  a few.  ” J- 

“ That  it  muft,  in  its  confequences,  overwhelm 
thoufands  of  his  Majefty’s  loyal  and  ufeful  fubjefts 
with  the  utmoft  poverty  and  diftrefs,  inafmuch  as  they 
will  be  thereby  deprived  of  the  fiflieries,  which  arc 
the  natural  means  of  fupporting  themfelves  and  fami- 
lies. 

“ That  the  extenfive  commerce  between  Great- 
Britain  and  her  colonies  will,  by  this  bill,  be  greatly 
injured,  as  a capital  fource  of  remittance  will  be  ftopr, 

which 
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5iehich  will  only  difconneft  the  future  commercial 
intercourfe  between  thofe  colonies  and  this  country, 
but  will  eventually  render  them  incapable  of  payint; 
the  large  debts  already  due  to  the  merchants  of  this 
city, 

“That  the  utmoft  confufion  will  probably  enfue 
from  enforcing  this  bill,  if  it  is  paffed  into  a law,  as  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  a great  number  of  men,  na- 
turally hardy  and  brave,  will  quietly  fubmit  to  a law 
which  will  reduce  them  almoft  to  famine,  they  not 
having  within  therafelves  provifigns  fulHcient  for  their 
fubfiftence.  .. 

“ That  it  will  induce  the  French  to  extend  their 
filheries,  and  by  that  means  increafe  the  wealth  and 
ftrength  of  our  rivals  in  trade,  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  this  country.  ‘ 

“ That  your  petitioners  feel  for  the  many  hard- 
Ihips  which  their  fellow-fubje£ls  in  America  already 
labour  under,  from  the  execution  of  feveral  late  a^ts 
of  parliament,  evidently  partial  and  opprelTive;  and 
which  feem  to  be  extended  and  continued  by  this 
bill;  inafmuchasit  confirms  thofeafls,  which  in  par- 
ticular cafes  deprive  the  American  fubjeft  of  trial  by 
jury,  prohibit  the  'Americans  from  carrying  provifions 
from  one  colony  to  another,  invite  a'  contraband  trade, 
under  military  protcftion,  prevent  any  fnbje^  of 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland  from  being  part  ovfrner  of  cer- 
tain American  fliips  or  velTels,  and  vcft  an  undue  and 
dangerous  authority  in  the  governor  and  council  of 
MoffachulTeti's  Bay. 

“ Your,  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray 
this  honourable  houfe,  that  the  faid  bill  may 
not  pafs  into  a law.” 
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Aniclcs  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  cn* 

tcred  into  by  the  Delegates  of  the  fevcral  colo- 
nics of  New  Harapftiire,  MalTachufett’s,  &c.  &c. 

, &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  in  General 

Congrefs,  met  at  Philadelphia,  May  20th,  1775- 
A R T I C L E l. 

The  name  of  the  confederacy  (hall  henceforth  be. 
The  United  Colonies  of  North  America. 

II.  The  United  Colonies  hereby  fererally  enter  in- 

to a firm  league  of  friend(hip  with  each  other,  bind- 
ing on  themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  for  their  com- 
mon defence  againfl  their  enemies,  for  the  fecurity 
of  their  liberties  and  properties,  the  fafety  .of  their 
pcrfons  and  families,  and  their  mutual  and  genera! 
welfare.  . . 

III.  That  each  colony  fliall  enjoy  and  retain  as 
much  as  it  may  think  fit  of  its  own  prefent  laws,  cuf- 
toms,  rights,  privileges,  and  peculiar  jurifdi£tions,' 
within  its  own  limits ; and  may  amend  its  own  confti- 
tution,  as  (hall  feeih  beft  to  its  own  afTembly  or  con- 
vention. 

IV.  That  for  the  more  convenient  management  of 
general  interefts,  delegates  (hall  be  elefted  annually^ 
in  each  colony,  to  meet  in  general  congrefs,  at  fucK 
time  and  place  as  (hall  be  agreed  on  in  the  next  pre- 
ceding congrefs.  Only  where  particular  circum- 
flances  do  not  make  a deviation  necelTary,  it  is  under- 
ftood  to  be  a:  rule,  that  each  fucceeding  congrefs  is  to 
be  held  in  a different  colony,  till  the  whole  number  be 
^onc  through,  and  fo  in  perpetual  rotation  ; and  that 
accordingly,  the  next  congrefs  after  the  prefent  (hall 
fee  held  at  Annapolis,  in  Maryland. 

V.  That  the  power  and  duty  of  the  congrefs 
fixall  extend  to  the  determining  on  war  and  peace, 
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the  entering  into  alliances,  the  reconciliation  with 
Great  Britain,  the  fettling  all  difputes  between  colony 
and  colony,  if  any  fltould  arife,andtheplantingnewco- 
lonies  where  proper.  Tlic  Congrefs  (hall  alfo  make 
fuch  general  ordinances  thought  neceflary  to  the  ge- 
neral welfare,  of  which  particular  alTemblies  cannot 
be  competent,  viz.  thofe  that  may  relate  to  our  ge- 
neral commerce  or  general  currency,  to  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  ports,  the  regulation  of  our  common  forces ; 
the  congrefs  (hall  alfo  have  the  appointment  of  all  of- 
ficers civil  and  military,  appertaining  to  the  general 
confederacy,  — fuch  as  general  treafurer,  fccretary, 
frc.  &c.  &c. 

VI.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  general  ex- 
pences  to  be  incurred  for  the  common  welfare,  fliall 
be  defrayed  out  of  a common  treafury,  which  is  to 
be  fupplied  by  each  colony,  in  proportion  to  its  num- 
ber of  male  polls  between  16  and  60  years  of  age; 
the  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  are  to  be  laid 
and  levied  by  the  laws  of  each  colony. 

VII.  The  number  of  delegates  to  be  elected,  and 
font  to  the  congrefs  by  each  colony ,Ihall  be  regulated 
from  time  to  »ime,  by  the  number  of  fuch  polls  re- 
turned ; fo  as  that  one  delegate  be  allowed  for  every 
5000  polls.  And  the  delegates  are  to  bring  with 
them  to  every  congrefs  an  authenticated  return  of 
the  number  of  polls  in  their  refpe£tive  colonies,  which 
is  to  be  taken  for  the  purpofes  above-mentioned. 

VIII.  At  every  meeting  of  the  congrefs,  one  half 

of  the  members  returned,  cxclufive  of  the  proxies, 
fliall  be  neceflary  to  make  a quorum  ; and  each  dele- 
gate at  the  congrefs  fliall  have  a vote  in  all  cafes  ; and 
if  necefl'arily  abfent,  fli air  be  allowed  to  appoint  any 
other  delegate  from  the  fame  colony  to  be  his  proxy, 
who  may  vote  for  him,  IX.* 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


A ri.  1775.  the  war  in  AMERICA.  497 

IX.  An  executive  council  fltould  be  appointed  by 
the  congreCs  out  of  their  own  body,  confiding  of  12, 
perfons,  of  whom  in  the  fird  appointment  one-third,, 
viz.  four,  diall  be'  for  one  year,  four  for  two- years, 
and  four  for  three  years  ; and  as  the  faid  terms  ex- 
pire, the  vacancies  fhallbe  filled  up  by  appointments 
for  three  years,  whereby  one-third  of  the  members 
will  he  chofen  annually  ; and  each  perfon  who  has 
ferved  the  fame  term  ot  three  years,  as  counfeilor,-;, 
(hall  have  a refpite  of  three  years,  before  he  can  be 
cleided  again.  This  counfel,  of  whom  two-thirds  diall 
be  a quorum,  in  the  recefs  of  the  congrefs  is  to  exe- 
cute what  fliall  have  been  enjoined  thereby  ; to  ma- 
nage the  general  continental  bufinefs  and  intereds, 
to  receive  applications  from  foreign  countries,  to  pre- 
pate matters  for  the  confideratioo  of  the  congrefs,  to 
fill  up,  pro  tempore,  continental  offices  that  fall  vacant,  , 
and  to  draw  on  the  getieral  treafurer  for  fuch  monies 
as  may  be, neceflary  for  general,  feryices,  and  appro- 
priated by  tjie  congrefs  to  fuch  fervices. 

X.  No  colony  (liallengage  in  an  offenfive  war  with 
any  nation  of  Indians,  without  the  confent  of  the, con- 
grefs or  great  council  above  mentioned,  who  arc  fird 
to  confider  the  judicc  and  neceffity  of  fuch  war. 

XI.  A perpetual  alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfivc, 

is  to  be  entered  into,  as  foon  as  may  be,  with  the  fix  ^ 
nations ; their  limits  afeertained  and  fecured  to  them  ; 
their  lands  not  to  be  encroached  on,  nor  any  private 
or  colony  purchafe  to  be  made  of  them  hereafter  to 
be  held  good,  nor  any  contrafi  for  lands  to  be  made  . 
but  between  the  great  Council  of  the  Indians  at 

Onondega  and  the  general  Congrefs. The  bound-  .. 

ruies  and  lands  of  all  the  other  Indians  fhall  alfp'be;  af- 
eertained and  fecured  to  them  in  the  fame  manner  ; 

and 


Digitized  by  Google 


4>8 


HISTORY  OF  A.p.  J77f. 

and  perfons  apppioicd  to  rcfidc  among  them  in  pro- 
per diftrifts,  -who  fhall  take  care  to  prevent  injufticc  in 
the  trade  with  them ; andbc  enabled  at  our  general 
cxpencc,  by  occafional  fmall  fupplies,  to  relieve  their 
perfonal  wants  and  diftreffes ; and  all  purchafes  from 
them  lhall  be  by  the'  congrefs,  for  the  general  advan- 
tage  and  benefit  of  the  united  colonies. 

XII.  ' As  all  new  inftitutions  may  have  imperfec- 
tions, which  only  time  and.  experience  can  difeover, 
it  is  agreed  that  the  general  congrefs,  from  time  to 
time,  lhall  propofe  fuch  amendments  of  this  confiitu- 
tion,  as  may  be  found  neceflary,  which  being  appro- 
ved by  a majority  of  the  colony  alTcmblics,  lhall  be 
equally  binding  with  the  reft  of  the  articles  of  this 
confederation. 

XIII.  Any  and  every^tolony  from  Great  Britain 
upon  the  continent  of  North  America,  not  at  prefent 
engaged  in  our  alTociation,  may,  upon  application, 
and  joining  the  faid  alTociation,  be  received  into  the 
confederation,  viz.  Quebec,  St.  John’s,  Nova-Scotia, 
Bermudas  and  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Florldas,  and  lhall 
thereupon  be  entitled  to  ^11  the  advantages  of  our 
union,  mutual  alTiftance,  and  commerce. 

Thefe  articles  fliall  be  propofed  to  the  feveral  pro- 
vincial conventions  or  alTemblies,  to  be  by  them  con- 
fidered;  and  if  approved,  they  are  advifed  to  em- 
power their  delegates  to  agree  and  ratify  the  fame  in 
the  enfuing  congrefs ; after  which  the  union  thereby 
cftablilhed  is  to  continue  firm,  till  the  terms  of  recon- 
ciliation propofed  in  the  petition  of  the  laft  congrefs 
to  the  king  are  agreed  toj  till  the  afts,  lince  made, 
reftraming  the  American  commerce  and  filheries,  arc 
repealed  j till  reparation  is  made  for  the  injuries  done 
to  Bolton  by  fliutting  up  its  port;  for  burning Charlcf- 

town, 
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ipwn,  and  for  the  cxpcncc  of  this  unjuft  war ; and 
fill  all  the  Britilh  troops  are  withdrawn  from  Ameri- 
ca. On  the  arrival  of  thefe  events,  tlie  colonies  arc 
to  return  to  their  former  connexions  and  friendftiip 
with  Great  Briuin  > but  on  failure  thereof,  this  con- 
federation is  to  be  perpetual. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  plcafed  God  to  blefs  thefe 
countries  with  a moft  plentiful  harveft,  whereby 
much  corn  and  other  provifions  can  be  fpared  to  • 
foreign  nations  who  may  want  the  fame: 

Refolved,  That  after  the  expiration  of  fix  months, 
from  the  aoih  of  July  inft.  being  the  day  appointed 
by  a late  aft  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  re- 
ft’raining  the  trade  of  the  confederate  colonies,  all 
cuftom-hgufes  therein  (if  the  faid  aft  be  not  firft  re- 
pealed) fliall  be  Ihut  up,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  fame 
difeharged  from  the  execution  of  their  feveral  func- 
tions ; and  all  the  ports  of  the  faid  colonics  are  here-  , 
by  declared  to  be  thenceforth  open  to  the  Ihips  of 
every  ftate  in  Europe  that  will  admit  our  commerce, 
and  proteft  it,  who  may  bring  in  and  expofe  to  fale, 
free  of  all  duties,  their  refpeftive  produce  and  manu- 
faftures,  and  every  kind  of  merchandize,  excepting 
teas,  and  the  merchandize  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  Britiffi  Weft-India  iflands. 

Refolved,  That  we  will,  to  the  utmpft  of  our  pow- 
er, maintain  and  fupport  this  freedom  of  commerce 
for  two  years  certain  after  its  commencement,  any  re-_ 
conciliation  between  us  and  Great  Britain  notwitli- 
ftanding,  and  as  much  longer  beyond  that  term  as  the 
late  afts  of  parliament  for  refb  aining  the  cpmmercc 
and  fillierics,  and  difallowing  the  laws  and  charters 
pf  any  of  the  colonies,  lltall  continue  uurepealed. 

""  ' Addrefs, 
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Addrefs,  &c.  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city  of 
London,  &c.  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  on  Friday 
the  14th  of  July,  1775. 

To  the  King  ’sMoft  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  and  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  Common  Council  aflembled. 

“ Moft  gracious  Sorercign, 

YOUR  Majefty’s  molt  loyal  and  dutiful  fubje£ls, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  ci- 
ty of  London,  in  common  council  aflembled,  with  ail 
humility  beg  leave  to  lay  themfelves  at  your  royal  feet, 
humbly  imploring  your  benign  attention  towards  the 
grievous  diftra£fions  of  their  fcllow-fubjc£ls  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  charafteriftic  of  the  people.  Sire,  over  whom 
you  reign,  has  ever  been  equally  remarked  for  their 
unparalleled  loyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  whilfl  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution  have  been  the  rule  of  his 
government,  as  well  as  a firm  oppofiiion  whenever 
their  rights  have  been  invaded. 

Your  American  fubjefts.  Royal  Sire,  defeended  . 
from  the  fame  anceftors  with  ourfelves, appear  equal- 
ly jealous  of  the  prerogatives  of  freemen, — without 
which  they  cannot  deem  themfelves  happy. 

Their  chcarful  and  unalkcd  for  contributions,  as 
well  as  willing  fervices  to  the  mother-country,  whilft 
they  remained  free  from  the  clog  of  compulfory  laws, 
w’ill,  we  are  fure,  plead  powerfully  with  the  human- 
ity of  your  difpofition,  for  gracioufly  granting  thera 
every  reafonable  opportunity  of  giving,  as  freemen, 
what  they  feem  refolutely  determined  to  refufe  under 
the  injuntflion  of  laws  made  independent  of  their 
pwn  confent, 
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The  abhorrence  we  entertain  of  civil  bloodflied  and 
confufion  will,  we  trull,  Sire,  if  not  wholly  exculpate 
us  in  your  royal  mind,  yet  plead  powerfully  in  our  fa- 
vour, for  the  warmth  with  which  W’e  lament  thofe 
meafures,  whofe  deflruftive  principles  have  driven 
our  American  brethren  to  a^ls  of  defperation. 

Convinced  of  the  earned  difpofition  of  the  colonids 
to  remain  firm  in  all  duteous  obedience  to  the  conditu- 
tional  authority  of  this  kingdom,  permit  us,  mod  gra- 
cious fovereign,  to  befecch  you  that  thofe  operations 
of  force,  which  at  prefent  didraft  them  with  the  mod 
dreadful  apprehenfions,  may  be  fufpended ; and  that, 
uncontrouled  by  a redraint  incompatible  with  a free 
government,  they  may  pofTefs  an  opportunity  of  ten- 
dering fuch  terras  of  accomodation,  as,  we  doubt  not, 
w'ill  approve  them  worthy  of  a didinguifhed  rank  a- 
mong  the  firmed  friends  of  this  country.” 

Signed  by  order  of  court, 

William  Rix. 


To  which  addrefs  and  petition,  hisMajedy  waspleaf- 
ed  to  return  the  following  anfwer: 

“ I AM  always  ready  to  liden  to  the  dutiful  peti- 
tions of  my  fubjefts,  and  ever  happy  to  comply  with 
their  reafonable  requeds;  but  while  the  conditution- 
al  authority  of  this  kingdon  is  openly  refilled  by  a 
part  of  my  American  fubjefts,  I owe  it  to  the  red  of 
my  people,  of  whofe  zeal  and  fidelity  I have  had  fuch 
condant  proofs,  to  continue  and  enforce  thofe  mea- 
furcs  by  which  alone  tlieir  rights  and  imereds  can  be 
affened  and  maintained.” 


His  Majedy’smod  gracious  Speech  tobothHoufes 
of  Parliament,  Friday,  May  26, 1775- 
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“My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I cannot,  in  jufticc  to  you,  forbear  to  exprefs  my 
intirc  fatisfaftion  in  your  condiift,  during  the  courfc 
of  this  important  fefhon.  ' 

You  have  maintained,  with  a firm  and  ftcady  refo- 
lution,  the  rights  of  my  crown,  and  the  authority  of 
parliament,  which  I (hall  ever  confidcr  as  infcparable: 
you  have  pfotefted  and  promoted  the  com  r.ercial 
interefts  of  my  kingdoms,  and  you  have  at  the  fame 
time,  given  convincing  proofs  of  your  readinefs,  as 
far  as  the  coaftitution  will  allow  you,  to  gratify  the 
wifhes,  and  remove  the  apprehenfions,  of  my  fubjefts 
in  America ; and  I am  perfuaded,  that  the  moft  faluta- 
ry  effeih  mart,  in  the  end,  refult  from  meafures  form- 
ed and  conducted  on  luch  principles. 

The  late  mark  of  your  affeftionate  attachment  to 
me,  and  to  the  Qneen,  and  the  zeal  and  unanimity 
which  accompanied  it,  dennind  my  particular  thants. 

I have  the  fatisfaftion  t«  acquaint  you,  that,  as' 
well  from  the  general  difpofitions  of  other  powers,- 
as  from  the  folcmn  alTurances  which  1 have  received^ 

I have  great  reafon  to  expeft  the  continuance  of 
peace;  nothing  on  my  part,  cobfiftent  with  the  main- 
tenance of  the  honour  and  intereft  of  my  kingdoms, 
lhall  be  wanting  to  fecure  the  public  tranquility. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

It  gives  me  much  concern,  that  the  unhappy  dif-' 
turbances  in  fome  of  my  colonies  have  obliged  me  to' 
propofe  to  you  an  augmentation  of  my  army,  and 
have  prevented  me  from  completing  the  intended  re-f 
dufiion  of  the  eflabliHiment  of  ray  naval  forces.  I 
Cannot  fufficiently  thank  you  for  the  chearfulnefs  anef 
public  fpirit  with  which  you  have  granted  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  feveral  fervices  of  the  current  year. 

My' 
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“My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  nothing  to  define  of  you  but  to  ufe  your  bell 
tndeavours  to  preferve'  and  to  cultivate,  in  your  feve- 
iral  counties,  the  fame  regard  for  public  order,  and 
the 'fame  difeernraent  of  their  true  ihterefts,  which 
have  in  thefe  times  diftinguilhed  the  charaftef  of  my 
faithful  and  beloved  people ; and  the  continuance  of 
which  cannot  fail  to  render  them  happy  at  home,  and 
refpefted  abroad.” 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefly’s  cora^ 
mand,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Majefty’s  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  this 
parliament  be  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the  twenty-fei 
venth  day  of  July  next,  to  be  then  here  held ; and 
this  parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Thurfday 
the  27th  day  of  July  next. 

A’  Declaration  bytlickeprerehtativesoftlie  United 
Colonies  ofNorth  America, noWmetin  General 
Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  fetting  forth  the 
caufes  and  neceflity  of  their  taking  up  arms. 

IF  it  were  poflible  for  men,  who  exercife  their  rea- 
fon,  to  believe  that  the  Divine  Author  of  our  ex'.ft- 
cnce  intended  a part  of  the  human  race  to  hold  An 
abfoliite  property  in,  and  unbounded  power  over 
others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite  goodnefs,  and  wif- 
dom,  as  the  objefts  of  a legal  dominatioh,  never  right- 
ly refiftablc,  however  fevefe  and  bpprelTive ; the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  conlbnies  might  at  leaft  requite  from 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fomc  evidence,  that 
this  dreadful  authority  over  them  has  been  granted 
to  that  body.  But  a fevererice  for  our  Great  Crea- 
tor, principles  of  humanity,  and  the  dictates  of  com- 
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mon  fcnfc,  mtifl  convince  all  thofe  who  rcfleft  upon 
the  fubjc(5l,  that  government  was  inftituted  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  ought  to  be  admi- 
niflcred  for  the  attainment  of  that  end.  The  legifla- 
ture  of  Great  Britain,  however  ftimulatedby  an  in- 
ordinate pafTion  for  a power  not  only  unjuftifiablc, 
but  which  they  know  to  be  particularly  reprobated  by 
the  very  conftitution  of  that  kingdom,  and  defperate 
of  fuccefs  in  ?ny  mode  of  conteft  where  regard  fltould 
be  had  to  truth,  law  or  right,  have  at  length,  defert- 
ing  thofe,  attempted  to  cfl’eft  their  cruel  and  impoli- 
tic purpofe  of  enfiaving  thefe  colonies  by  violence, 
and  have  thereby  rendered  it  nccellitry  for  us  to  clofe 
with  their  laft  appeal  from  reafon  to  arms.  Yet, 
however  blinded  that  affembly  may  be,  by  their  in- 
temperate rage  for  unlimited  doniinaiicn,  fo  as  to 
flight  juflice  and  the  opinion  of  mankind,  we  efteem 
ourfclves  bound,  by  obligations  ofrefpeft  to  the  reft 
of  the  world,  to  make  known  thejuftice  of  our  caufc. 

Our  forefathers  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Great 
Britain,  left  their  native  land,  to  feek  on  thefe  (bores 
a rcfidence  for  civil  and  religious  freedom.  At  the 
expence  of  their  blood,  atthc  hazard  oftheirfoit  anes, 
without  the  leaf!  charge  to  the  country  from  which 
they  removed,  by  unceafing  labour  and  an  unconquer- 
able fpirit,  they  efi'offedfcttlemcuts  in  the  diftant  and 
inhofpitable  wilds  of  America,  then  filled  w ith  nume- 
rous and  Warlike  natives  cf  Barbarians.  Societies  or 
governments,  vefied  with  perk  ft  legiflatures,  were 
formed  under  charters  from  the  crown,  and  an  har- 
monious intcrcourfe  was  eftabliilied  between  the  cc^ 
Ionics  and  the  kingdom  from  which  thev  derived 
their  origin.  The  mutual  benefits  of  this  union  be- 
ceme  in  a flicrt  time  fo  extraordinary,  as  to  excite 
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afloniili'.nent.  It  is  univerfally  confclTed,  that  the  a- 
mazing  increafc  of  the  wealth,  ftrcngth,  and  navigation 
of  the  realm,  arofe  from  this  fourcc ; and  the  miniftcr, 
who  lo  wifely  and  fuccefsnilly  direffed  the  mea- 
fures  of  Great  Britain  in  the  late  war,  publicly  declar- 
ed that  thefe  colonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over 
her  enemies.  Towards  the  concluhon  of  that  war, 
it  plcafed  our  fovercign  to  make  a change  in  his 
councils.  From  that  fatal  moment  the  affairs  of  the 
Bricilh  empire  began  to  fall  into  coufufion,  and,  gra- 
dually fliding  from  tlje  fummit  of  glorious  profperity, 
to  which  they  had  been  advanced  by  the  virtues  and 
abilities  of  one  man,  are  at  length  didrafted  by  the 
convulfions  that  now  (hake  it  to  its  deeped  founda- 
tions. The  new  minidry,  finding  the  b”ave  foes  of 
Britain,  though  frequently  defeated,  yet  dill  contend- 
ing, took  up  the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting  them  a 
hady  peace,  and  then  of  fubduing  her  faithful  friends. 

‘ Thefe  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fncli  a 
date,  as  to  prefent  vidories  without  bloodflied,  and 
all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  datutable  plunder.  I’lic 
uninterrupted  tenure  of  theirpcaceable  and  rcfyedful 
behaviour,  from  the  beginning  of  colonizationj  their 
dutiful,  zealous,  and  ufeful  fervices  during  the  war, 
though  fo  recently  and  amply  acknowledged  in  the 
mod  honourable  manner  by  his  Majcdy,  by  the  late 
king,  and  by  parliament;  could  not  fave  them  from 
ilie  mediated  innovations.  Parliament  was  influen- 
ced to  adobt  the  pcrnicius  projed,  and,  affuming  a 
new  power  over  them,  have  in  the  courfe  of  ritv  11 
years,  given  fucli  decicive  fpecimeiis  of  the  fp-irit  and 
confequenccs  attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  no 
doubts  concerning  the  eifeds  of  acquiefcence  under 
it.  They  have  undertaker,  to  give  and  grant  our  me. 
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ney  without  our  confcnt,  thougli  wc  hare  cvfr  cxer- 
cifed  an  cxclufive  right  to  difpofc  of  our  own  proper- 
ty. Statutes  have  been  paffcd  for  extending  the  ju- 
rildiftion  of  courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice-Admiralty 
beyond  their  ancient  limits,  for  depriving  us  of  the 
accuftomed  and  ineftiinablc  privileges  of  trial  by  jury, 
in  cafes  afFcfting  both  life  and  property;  for  fufpend? 
ing  the  legiflaturc  of  one  of  the  colonies ; for  inier- 
di£lingall  commerce  of  another,  and  for  altering  fua- 
damentjilly  the  form  of  government  cAablilhed  by 
charter,  and  fecured  by  a£ls  of  its  own  legiflaturc,  fo- 
lemnly  confirmed  by  the  crown;  for  exempting  the 
murderers  of  coloniAs  from  legal  trial,  and,  in  ef- 
feft,  from  puniftimcnt,  for  crefling  in  a neighbouring 
province,  acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of  Great  Britain 
and  America,  a defpotifm  dangerous  to  our  very  exift- 
ence ; and  for  acquainting  fojdiers  upon  the  colpnifts 
in  times  of  profound  peace.  It  has  ?ilfo  been  rcfolved 
in  parliament,  that  cqlonifts,  charged  with  committing 
certain  pflenccs,  fhali  bp  tranfported  tp  England  tq 
be  tried. 

But  fhould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  iq  detail  ?— 
By  one  ftatute  it  is  declared,  that  parliament  can  ‘ of 
right  make  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatever.’ — 
What  is  tp  defend  us  againft  fo  enormous,  fp  unli  - 
mitted  a power?  Not  a Angle  man  of  thofc  who  af^ 
fume  it  is  chofen  by  us,  or  is  fubjeft  to  our  cpntroul, 
or  influence  ; bur,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  all  of 
jhem  exempt  from  the  operation  of  fuch  laws ; and 
and  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  frpm  the  often- 
fible  purpofes  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would  aftually 
lighten  their  own  burthens,  in  proportion  as  they  in- 
preafed  ours.  Wc  faw  the  mifery  to  which  fuch  def- 
potifm  would  reduce  us.  We  for  ten  years  inpelTant- 
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iy  and  ineffeftually  beficgcd  the  throne  as  fuppllcants  ; 
\vc  reafoned,  rcmonftrated  with  parliament  in  the 
moll  mild  and  decent  language.  But  adininillration, 
fenfible  that  we  fhould  regard  thefe  opprellive  raea- 
furcs  as  freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over  fleets  and  ar- 
mies to  enforce  them.  The  indignation  of  the  Ame- 
ricans was  roufed,  it  is  true  ; but  it  w'as  the  indigna- 
tion of  a virtuous,  loyal,  and  affeftionate  people.  A 
congrefs  of  delegates  from  the  united  colonies  was 
affembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  day  of  lad  Sep- 
tember. We  refolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and 
dutiful  petition  to  the  king,  and  alfo  addreffed  our 
fellow  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  purfued 
every  temperate,  every  refpeffful  meafure  ; we  have 
even  proceeded  to'  break  off  our  commercial  inter- 
courfe  with  our  fcllow-fubjefts,  as  the  lad  peaceable 
admonition,  that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon 

earth  would  fupplant  our  attachment  to  liberty. 

This  we  flatter  ourfclvcs,  was  the  ultimate  dep  of  the 
controverfy  ; but  fubfequent  events  have  Ihewn  how 
v.iin  was  this  hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our  ene- 
mies. 

Several^  threatening  expreflions  againd  the  colo- 
nies were  inferred  in  his  Majedy’s  fpecch.  Our  pe- 
tition, though  we  are  told  it  was  a decent  one,  that 
his  Majedy  had  been  plcafcd  to  receive  it  gracioufly, 
and  to  promife  laying  it  before  ‘ his  parliament,  was 
huddled  into  both  houfes  amongd  a bundle  of  Ame- 
rican papers,  and  there  neglc£led.  The  Lords  and 
Commons  in  their  addrefs,  in  the  month  of  February 
faid, — ‘ that  a rebellion  at  that  time  aftually  exilled 
withm  the  province  of  Malfachufett’s-Bay ; and  that 
thefe  concerned  in  it  had  been  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged by  unlawful  coiubimuions  apd  engagements, 

entered 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF 


A,  D.  1775. 


SoS 

entered  into  by  his  Mnjefty’s  fubjefts  in  fevcral  of  the 
other  colonies : and  therefore  they  befought  his  Ma-' 
jefty  that  he  would  take  the  mofl  effectual  mcalurcs 
to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority 
ofthefupreme  legiflature.’  Soon  after  the  commer- 
cial interconrfe  of  the  whole  colonies,  \Yith  foreign 
countries  and  with  each  other,  was  cut  off  by  an  aflof 
parliament  ; by  another,  feveral  of  them  were  intirely 
prohibited  from  the  lilheries  in  the  feas  near  their 
coafls,  on  which  they  always  depended  for  their  fuf- 
tenance  ; and  large  reinlorcements  of  lliips  and  troops 
were  immediately  fent  over  to  Gen.  Gage. 

Fruitlefs  were  all  the  intreaties,  arguments,  and 
eloquence  of  an  illuftrious  band,  of  the  mofl  diftin- 
guilhed  peers  and  commoners,  who  nobly  and  ftrenuf- 
oufly  alTerted  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  to  Hay  or  even 
to  mitigate  the  heedlefs  fury  with  which  thefe  accu- 
mulated and  unexampled  outrages  were  hurried  on. 
— Equally  fruitlefs  was  the  interference  of  the  city  of 
London,  of  Briftol,  and  many  other  refpe£lable  towns 
in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted  an  infidious  ma- 
noevure,  calculated  to  divide  us,  to  eftablilli  a perpetual. 
au£fion  of  taxations,  where  colony  Ihould  bid  againll 
colony,  all  of  whom  uninformed  what  ranfom  Ihould 
redeem  their  lives ; and  thus  to  e.xtort  from  us  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  the  unknown  fums  that  Ihould 
be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if  polTible  to  gratify,  minifte- 
rial  rapacity,  with  the  miferabic  indulgence  left  to  us 
of  raifing  in  our  mode  the  preferibed  tribute.  What 
terms  more  rigid  and  humiliating  could  have  been  dic- 
tated by  rcmorfclefs  vigors  to  conquered  enemies? — 
In  our  circumllauces,  to  accept  them  would  be  to  dc- 
ferve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  ar- 
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rived  on  this  continenr.  General  Gage,  M’ho,  in  the 
courfc  of  the  lalt  year  had  taken  poflellion  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maffachufett’s- 
Bay,  and  ftill  occupied  it  as  a garrifon,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  fent  out  from  that  place  a large  detachment  of 
his  arnly,  who  made  an  unprovoked  aflault  on  the  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  province,  at  the  town  of  Lexing- 
ton, as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a great  number  of 
perfons,  foine  of  whom  were  officers  and  foldiers  of 
that  detachment  ; murdered  eight  of  the  inhabitants 

of  the  faid  province,  and  w'ounded  many  others. 

From  thence  the  troops  proceeded  in  warlike  array 
to  the  town  of  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon  another 
praty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  province,  kil- 
ling fcvcral  and  wounding  more,  until  compelled  to 
retreat  by  the  country-people  fuddenly  affcmbled  to 
repel  this  cruel  aggreffion.  Hoflilities  thus  commen- 
ced by  the  Iiriudi  troops,  which  have  been  finceprofe- 
cuted  by  them  without  regard  tofaith  or  reputation.  The 
inhabitants  of  Boflon  being  confined  within  that  town 
by  the  general,  their  .governor  ; and  having,  in  or- 
der to  procure  thcii^^^milTion,  entered  into  a treaty 
with  him;  it  was  ftipulated  that  the  faid  inhabitants 
having  depofited  their  arms  with  their  own  raagiltrates, 
fliould  have  liberty  to  depart,  taking  with  them  their 
other  effects.  They  accordingly  delivered  up  their 
arms  ; but,  in  open  violation  of  honour,  in  defiance  of 
the  obligation  of  treaties,  which  even  favage  nations 
efteem  facred,  the  governor  ordered  the  arms  depofit- 
ed as  aforefaid,  that  they  might  be  preferred  for  theiV 
owners  to  be  feized  by  a body  of  foldiers  ; detained 
^the  greatell  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
and  compelled  the  few,  w ho  w^re  permitted  to  retire, 
to  leave  the  moft  valuable  effefts  behind.  ■ 
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By  this  perfidy  wives  arc  feparated  frbiti  their  huf- 
bands,  children  from  their  parents,  the  aged  and  fick 
from  their  relations  and  friends,  who  wilhed  to  attend 
and  comfort  them ; and  ihofe  who  have  been  ufed 
to  live  in  plenty,  and  even  elegance*  are  reduced  tof 
deplorable  diftrefs; 

The  General  further  emulating  his  minifterial  maf- 
ters,by  a proclamation  bearing  date  on  the  leth  day 
of  June,  after  venting  the  groflcftfalflioods  and  cal  urn  4 
nies  againft  the  good  people  of  thefc  colonics,  pro- 
dccds  to  ‘declare  them  all,  cither  by  name  or  deferip- 
tion,  to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfc 
of  the  common  law,  and  inftead  thereof  to  publilh  and 
order  the  ufe  and  cxercife  of  the  law  martial/ — His 
troops  have  butchered  our  countr)'men ; have  wan- 
tonly burnt  Charlellown,  befidcs  a confidcrablc  num- 
ber of  houfes  in  other  places ; our  fliips  and  veflels 
arc  feized;  the  necelTary  fupplies  of  prOvifion  arc  in- 
tercepted ; and  he  is  exerting  his  utmoft  power  tb 
fpread  deftruftion  and  devaftation  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  Gene- 
ral Carleton,  the  governor  of  Canada,  is  inftigating 
the  people  of  that  province  and  the  Indians  to  fall 
Upon  Us ; and  we  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend, that  fcheities  have  been  formed  to  excite 
domeftic  enemies  amongft  us.  In  brief,  a part  of  thofe 
colonies  now  feel**  and  all  of  them  arc  fure  of  feeling* 
as  far  as  the  veUgence  of  adminiftration  can  inflift 
them,  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire,  tfword,  and 
famine.  We  arc  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  ebu- 
fing  an  unconditional  fumi/fion  to  the  tyranny  of  irrU 
tared  minifiers,  or  refinance  by  force.  The  latter  i^ 
our  choice;  We  have  counted  the  coll  of  this  con- 
tefi,  and  find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as  voluntary  llavery. 

' “ Honor, 
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Honour,  jufticej  and  humanity  forbid  us  tamely  to 
furrender  that  freedom  which  wc  received  from  our 
gfallant  anceftors,  and  wtiich  our  innocent  pofterity 
Irave  a right  to  receive  from  us.  We  cannot  endure 
the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refighing  fucceeding  genera- 
tions to  that  wrerchednefs  which  inevietably  awaits 
them,  if  wc  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage  Upon  • 
them. 

Our  caufe  is  juft:  Our  hnion  is  perfect  Gur  in- 
ternal refourccs  are  great;  and,  if  necclFary,  foreign 
affiftance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.  We  gratelulty 
acknowledge,  aS  fignal'inflances  of  the  diviue  favour 
towards  US,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit  us 
16  be  called  into  this  feverc  comroverfy,  until  we 
Were  grown  up  unto  cor  prefent  ftrength,  had  been 
previoaily  cxercifcd  in  warlike  operaiions,  and  poffef- 
fed  the  means  of  defending  ourfelves."  With  hearts'' 
fortified  with  thefe  animating  refleftiorrs.  We  mofl  fo- 
lemnly  before  God  and  the  world  declare,  that,  ex-‘ 
erring  the  utmoll  energy'  of  thofc  poyvers  Which  our 
beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioully  befiowed  upon  us, 
the  arms  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  enemies  to’ 
afilimc,  wc  will,  in  defiance  of  every  hazard,  w ith  un- 
abated firmnefs  and  perfcverence,  employ  for  the  pre-’ 
Tervation  of  otir  liberties,  being  with  one  mind  refolv- 
cd  to  diefiCefnen  rather  than  live,  like  flaves. 

Left  this  declaration  fliould  difqiiict  the  minds  of 
our  fnends  and  fellow-fubjedls  in  any  part  of  the  em- 
pire, we  afliire  them,  that  wc  mean  not  to  diffolve  that 
union  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  happily  fubfJled  be- 
tween us,  and  which  we  fincerely  W'ifli  to  fee  rcllor- 
ed.  Ncceli'uy  has  not  yet  driven  us  into  that  defpe*- 
rare  racafure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  any  other  nation 
to  war  againlt  iliem.  We  have  no:  ralfed  armies  with 
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ainbitioQS  derir,ns  of  feparaiiog  from  Great  Britaia^ 
and  edablifhing  independent  ftates.  We  fight  not  for 
glory  or  for  conqueft.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the 
remarkable  fpe£tacle  of  a people  attacked  by  unpro- 
voked enemies,  without  aay  imputation,  or  even  fuf- 
picipn  of  offence.  They  boaft  of  their  privileges  and' 
civilization,  ^nd  yet  proffer  n»  milder  conditions  than 
fervitude  of  death. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom 
that  is  our  birthright,  and.  which  we  ever  enjoyed 
till  the  late  violation  of  it^  for  the  pcote&ion  of  our 
property,  acquired  folely  by  the  honeft  induftry  of 
our  forefathers,  and  ourfelves  •,  againff  violence  a£lu« 
ally  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.  We  ffiall  lay 
them  down  when  hoftilities  fhall  ceafe  on  the  part  of 
the  aggreflbrs,  and  ail  danger  of  their  being  renew- 
ed lhall  be  removed,  and  nor  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the 
fupreme  and  impartial  judge  and  ruler  of  the  univerfe, 
We  raoft  devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodnefs  to  con- 
duft  us  happily  through  this  great conflift,  to  difpofc 
our  adverfarics  to  reconciliation  on  reafonable  terms,, 
and  thereby  to  relieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities 
of  civil  war. 

By  order  of  the  Gongrefs, 

John  Hancock,  Prefident. 

Atteffed, 

Charles  Thompson,  Secreury’. 
Philadelphia^  July  6,  1775. 

A Second  Petition  from  the  General  Congrefs  hr 
America  to  his  Majefty. 

The  following  is  a true  copy  of  the  Petition  from  the 
General  Congrefs  in  America  to  his  Majefty,  which 
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we  delivered  to  Lord  Dartmouth  the  firft  of  this 
month,  and  to  which,  his  Lordfhip  laid,  no  anfwer 
would  be  given. 

Richard  Penn. 

Sept.  4,  1775.  Arthur  Lee. 

To  the  King’s  moft  Excellent  Majcfty. 

Mod  Gracious  Sovereign. 

WE  your  Majedy’s  faithful  fubjefts  of  the  colonies . 
of  New  Hampfliire,  Maflachufctx’s-Bay,  Rhode  I- 
iiand  and  Providence  Plantations,  Conncftlcut,  New- 
York,  New  Jerfcy,  Pennfylvania,  the  counties  of  New- 
Jerfey,  Kent  and  Suffex  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  and  South  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  our- 
felvcs  and  the  inhabitants  of  ihcfe  colonies  who  have 
deputed  us  to  reprefcnt  them  in  General  Congrefs, 
entreat  your  Majedy’s  gracious  attention  to  this  our 
humble  petition. 

The  union  between  our  mother  country  and  thcfc 
colonies,  and  the  energy  of  mild  aud  jud  government, 
produced  benefits  fo  remarkably  important,  and  af- 
forded fuch  afihrances  of  their  permanency  and  in- 
creafe,  that  the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations 
W'ere  excited,  while  they  beheld  Great  Britain  rifing 
to  a power  the  mod  extraordinary  the  world  had  c- 
ver  known.  Her  rivals  obferving  that  there  was  no 
probability  of  this  happy  conneftion  being  broken  by 
civil  dilTentions,  and  apprehending  its  future  effefts,  if 
left  any  longer  undidurbed,  rcfolved  to  prevent  her 
receiving  fo  continued  and  formidable  an  accefiion  of 
wealth  and  drength,  by  checking  the  growth  of  thefe 
fettlemeuts,  from  which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt,  events  fo  unfa- 
vourable to  the  defign  took  place,  that  every  friend 
tpthc  jnccrcd  of  Great  Britain  a»d' thefe  colonics, 
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entertained,  pleaftfig  and  reafpnable  expectations  of 
feeing  an  additiopil  force  and  cxienfion  immediately 
given  to  t^e  operations  of  tbe  union . hitherto  experU 
enced,  by  an  cnlargeincnt  of  the  dominions  of  the 
crown,  and  the  removal  of  ancient  and  ti’arlikc  ene-r 
mies  to  a greater  dillance. 

the  cqnclufion,  therefore,  of  the  late  war,  the 
moft  glorious  and  advantageous  that  ever  had  been 
carried  on  by  Britifli  anus,  your  loyal  colonies  hav- 
ing contributed  to  its  fuccefs  by  fuch  repeated  and 
ftrenuons  jexertions  as  frequently  procured  them  the 
diftingui(hed  approbation  of  your  Majcfty,  of  the  late 
king,  and  of  parliament,  doubted  not  but  that  they 
Ihould  be  permitted,  with  the  reft,  of  the  empire,  to 
(hare  in  tlic  bleflings  of  peace,  and  the  emoluments 
of  viftory  and  conqueft.  While  th.efe  recent  and  ho- 
nourable acknowledgments  of  their  merits  remained 
on  record  in  the  journals  and  aCls  ofthat  auguft  legifla- 
ture,  the  parliament,  undefaced  by  the  imputation, 
or.  even  thefufpicion  of  any  offence,  they  were  alarm'- 
cd  by  a newfyilem  of  ftaturcs,  and  regulations  adopt- 
ed for  the  adminiftration  of  the  colonies,  that  filled 
their  minds  with  the  moft  painful  fears  and' jcaloufies ; 
and  to  their  inexprefliblc  aftpnifhment,  perceived  the 
dangers  of  a foreign  quarrel  quiekly  fucceeded  by 
domeftic  dangers,  and  in  their  judgment  of  a more 
dreadful  kind. 

Nor  were  their  anxietfes  alleviated  by  any  tenden- 
cy in  this  fyftem  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  mo- 
ther country:  for  though  its  effeCls  were  more  imme- 
diately felt  by  them,  yet  its  influence  appeared  to  be 
injurious  ’to  the  commerce  and  profperity  of  Great- 
Britairi.  ‘ ‘ ■ ■ '■  • - . - ^ 

We’ flrair  d&line  the-  uh^ratcfol  talk  tyf  defcrib- 
« - 
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ing  the  irkfome  variety  of  artifices  pra6iifc<i  by  many 
pf  your  Majcfty’s  miniilers,  the  deiuliye  pretences, 
fiuitlefs  terrors,  and  unavailiijg  fcveritics,  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  dealt  out  by  them  in  their  at- 
tempts to  execute  this  impolitic  plan,  or  of  tracing 
through  a feries  df  years  pafl  the  progrefs  of  the 
unhappy  diflferenccs  between  Great  Britain  and  thefe 
colonics,  which  have  flowed  from  this  fatal  fource, — ■ 
Your  Majelly’s  miniflers  pertvering  in  their  mea- 
fures,  and  proceeding  to  open  hoflilities  for  enforcing 
them,  have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  own  defence, 
and  have  engaged  us  in  a controverfy  fo  peculiarly 
abhorrent  from  the  affedfions  of  your  fliil  faithful  co- 
lonilts  that  when  we  confider  wdicm  we  mud  oppofe 
in  this  conteft,  and  if  it  continues,  what  may  be  the 
confequences ; our  own  particular  misfortunes  are  ac- 
counted by  us  only  as  parts  of  our  dillref;. 

Knowing  to  what  violent  refentraents  and  incura- 
ble animofities  civil  difeords  are  apt  to  exafperate  and 
inflame  the  contending  parties,  we  think  ourfdves 
j-equired,  by  indifpenflble  obligations  to  Ahiiighcy 
God,  to  your  Majefly,  t,o  our  fellow-fubjedls,  and 
ourfelves,  immediately  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our 
power,  not  incompatible  wnih  our  faftty,  for  flop- 
ping the  further  etlufion  of  blood,  and  for  averting 
the  impending  calamities  that  threaten  the  Britifh 
empire.  Thus  called  upon  to  ad  drefs.  your  Majefly 
on  affairs  of  fuch  moment  to  America,  and  probably 
to  ail  your  dominions,  we  are  earneftly  defirous  of 
performing  this  office  with  the  utmoll  deference  to 
your  Majefly;  and  we  therefore  pray  that  your  roy- 
al raagnaniinlty  and  benevolence  may  make  the  moll 
favourable  cpnflruftions  of  our  exjprcffipns  on  fo  un- 
poinmpn  an  occaficn. 

• Could 
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Could  we  reprefcnt,  in  their  full  force,  the  fenti- 
inents  which  agitate  the  minds  of  us,  your  dutiful 
fubjefts,  we  are  pcri’uaded  your  Majclly  would  aferibe 
any  feeining  deviation  from  reverence,  in  our  lan- 
guage, and  even  in  our  condu^,  not  to  any  reprehen- 
fible  intention,  but  to  the  impolllbiiity  of  reconciling 
the  ufual  appearances  of  refpeft  with  a juft  attention 
to  our  prefervation  againft  thofe  artful  and  cruel  ene- 
mies, who  abufc  your  royal  confidence  and  uUtho- 
lity  for  the  purpofe  of  effecting  our  deftrudtioo. 

Attache  • M'  y^'ur  M.ijcfty’s  pcrlbu,  family,  and  go- 
vernment, with  ail  the  devotion  that  principle  and 
•affeiftion  can  infpire,  coinjcftcii  with  Great  Britain  by 
the  ftrongeft  tics  that  can  unite  focieties,  and  deplo- 
ring every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken 
them,  we  fo'emnly  affure  your  Majefty,  that  wc  not 
only  moft  ardently  defire  the  former  harmony  be- 
tween her  and  ihefe  colonics  may  be  reftored,  but 
that  a concord  may  be  eftabliffied  between  them  on 
fo  firm  a bafis  as  to  perpetuate  its  blcflings  uniutef- 
rupted  by  any  future  diffentions  to  fuccecdiiig  gene- 
rations in  both  countries ; to  iraufmit  your  Majefty’s 
name  to  pofterity,  adorned  with  that  fignal  and  laft- 
iiig  glory  that  has  attended  the  memory  of  thefe  illuf- 
trious  perfonages,  whofe  virtues  and  abilities  have  ex- 
tricated ftates  from  dangerous  convulfions,  and  by 
iccuring  happinefs  to  others,  have  ereffed  the  moft 
noble  and  durable  monuments  to  their  own  fame. 

We  bog  leave  further  to  alTure  your  Majefty,  that 
Eotwithftanding  the  fufferings  of  your  loyal  colonifts, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  comroyerfy,  our 
brcails'  retain  too  tender  a regard  for  the  kingdom 
from  which  \vc  derive  our  origin,  to  fequeft  fuch  a re- 
c;iHciliation,  as  might  in  any  mariner  'be'"  iriConfiftent 
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with  her  dignity  or  her  welfare.  Thcfc,  related  a» 
we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty,  as  well  as  inclina-^ 
tiryU,  induce  us  to  fuppori  and  advance;  and  the  ap- 
prei.eiuions  that  now  opprefs  our  hearts  with  un--^ 
fpeakable  grief  being  once  removed,  your  Majefty 
will  find  your  faithful  fubjefls,  on  this  continent,  rea> 
dy,  and  willing,  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been, 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  alTert  and  maintain  the 
rights  and  interclls  of  your  Majelly,  and  of  our  mother 
country. 

. We  therefore  befeech  your  Majefty,  that  your  roy- 
al authority  and  influence  may  be  gracioufly  inter- 
posed to  procure  ns  rcBef  from  our  afflifiing  fears 
and  jealoufies,  occaiioned  by  the  fyftera  before-men- 
tioned, and  to  fettle  peace  through  every  part  of  your 
dominions;  with  all  humility  fubmitting  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's  wife  confideration,  whether  it  niay  not  be.  ex- 
pedient, for  facilitating  thofe  important  purpofes  that 
your  Majefty  be  pleafed  to  direft  fome  mode  by  which 
the  united  applications  of  your  faithful  colonifts  to  the 
throne,  in  purfuance  of  their  common -councils,  may 
be.  improved  into  a happy  and  permament  reconcili- 
ation ; and  that  in  the  mean  time  meafurcs  may  be 
taken  for  preventing  the  further  deftrufboir  of  the 
lives  of  your  Majefty’s  fubjefts,  and  that  fuch  ftatutes 
as  more  immediatclydiftrefs  any  of  your  Majefty’s  co- 
lonies be  repealed.  For  by  fuch  arrangements,  as 
your  Majefty’s  wifdom  can  form,  for  collefling  the 
united  fenfe  of  your  American  people,  who  are  con- 
vinced your  Majefty  would  receive  fuch  faiisfaiJlory 
proofs  of  the  difpofitron  of  the  oolonifts  towards  their 
parent  ftatc,  that  the  wiflicd  for  opportunity  wedd 
foon  be  reftored  to  them  of  evincing  the  fincerity  of 
their  profellions,  by  every  leflimony  of  devotion  be- 
coming 
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coming  the  mo^  dutiful  fubjefts,  and  the  moft  affec- 
tionate colonifts.  ■ 

- That  your  .Majefty  may  enjoy  a long  and  prof- 

perous  reign,  and  that  youTidcfccud.ints  ma}'  govern 
thefe  domiaionsj  ^ with  • honour  to  themfclves  and 
bappiuefs  to  theif  fubjecls,  is.  our  Cncerc  and  fervent 
prayer.'  • ' - • ' 

I .1  i. : John  Hancock.  • 

Colonies  df  Kcw  Hampfhirc.  John  Laugdon;  Ti 
Cufh'ng.  . 

- M iffachulcttSrHayi  SamBcl  Adams,.  John^'Adams, 

Robert  Treat  Paine.  .<  . - . v;- u '1. 

; Rhode  lflando  Stephen  .Hopkins,  Sanmel' Ward^' 

Eliphant  Dyafj  . ; ,v!.  h.'u 

• Connefticufc  ROger  Sherraan-,  Btlas  Deaiic.".  .•  V.  . 

- New  York.  Philip  Livingfton,'  James  Doatui,  Ji 
Alfop,  Francis  Lewis,  Joho  Jay.,.  Robert  Livingftpnj 
junior,  Lewis  Morris,  William  Floyd,  Henry!  Wifnen 

, New  Jerfey.-,  William  Levingfton,  John  Deharts, 
Richard  Smiths  . ...  . . 

. Pennfylvania.  John  Dickinfon,  Benjamin.  Frank* 
lin,  George  Rofs,  James  Wi.fou,  Charles  Wiilon,  C*: 
Humphreys,  Edward  Biddle.  : • 

Delaware  Counties.  Caefar  Rodney,  Thomig 
M'Kean,  George  Read.  . • ' . • . 

Maryland. ' Matthew  Tilgham,  'Thomas  Johnfo^,■^ 
junior,  William  Pace,  Samuel  Chafe,  Thomas  Stone/ 
Virginia.  P..  Henry,  jouior,  R.  Henry  Lee,  Ed- 
mund Fendleton,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  'Fhomas  jeffer* 
fon.  . • 

North  Carolina.  V/illiam  Hooper,  Jofeph  FIcwes* 
South  Carolina.  Henry  Middleton,  Thomas 
Lynch,  Chrillophcr  Gafden»  }i  Rutledge,  Edvvard 
Rutledge. 
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The  Addrefs*  Mernorialj  and.Petition,  of  fcveral  of 
the  Gcnilemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders  of  the 
city  of  London,  prefented  by  a deputation  to  his 
Majcfty,  on  Wednefday  the  iith  of  OSober, 

1775.  . “ . . ’ 

To  tlie  King’s  moft  Excellent  Majedy. 

I The  humble  Addrefs,  Memorial,  and  Petition  of 
’ tile  Gentlemeri,  Merchants,  dnd  Traders  of  Loh- 
don.  ■ ■ 

May  it  jllcafe  your  Majefty,- 
WE  your  Majefty’s  mod  dlitiful  dnd  loyal  fubjeftsj 
the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders  of  I.ondon, 
beg  leave  td  Approach  y^rar  Majefty  with  Unfeigned 
alTurances  of  afFcflion'  ahd  ' aiuchme’nt  to'  yoiir  Mdi 
Jedy's  perfbn  and  gtJvemmcnt,  and  to  reprefent,  \*itH 
^eat  honiility,  oaf  fentintenis  on  the  preftnt  alarthi 
ing  date  of  public  affairs.  ‘ ' 

By  the  operafioh  of  dlters  afts  of  the  Brltifli  parlia- 
ment; 'we  behold/  with  deep  affli^lion,  that  happy 
commiinioh  of  intefefts  ahd  good  offices,  which  had 
fo  long  fubflfted  between  this  edtintry  and  America* 
ftlfpcnded,  and  an  Intercdurfe  (which,  aUgificn  ting,  as 
it'grdw,  the  ftfength  and  dignity  of  your  Majefty’s 
dominions,  hath  enabled  your  Majefty  to'  defeat  the 
hatbral  rivals  of  yoiir  ^reafnefs  in  every  qUartc/  of 
the  World)  threatened  With  irretrievable  fu5n.r  • 

We  flidald  humtily  febfefent  to  your  Majefty ,'”if 
they  had  not  been  atfeally  rc'prefented,  the' deadly 
wounds  which  the  * cbtnrnerce  of  this  country  -muft 
feel  from  thefc  tmfortUhafe  meafnres ; for  that  it  has 
hot  yet  more  deeply  felt  them  is  owing  tO'temporaiy 
and  accidental  cauies'/which  cannot  long  Continue. 

But  we  beg  your  Majefty  to  call:  an  eye  dn  the  ge- 
aeriil  property  of  this  land,  and  tO  reflcft  ' What  muft 
I ; ' a \|  ^ •.  be 
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be  its  fete  when  deprived  of  our  American  com- 
merce. 

It  fills  oar  mind  with  adJirional  grief  to  fee  the 
blood  and  treafore  of  your  Majefty’s  fuhjefts  wafted 
in  effefting  a fatal  feparation  between  the  diftFcreat 
parts  of  your  Majefty’s  empire,  by  a war,  uncertain 
in  the  event,  deftruftive  in  its  coiifequences,  and.  the 
dbjeft  cooien'ded  for  loft  in  the  conteft. 

The  experience  we  have,- had  in. your  Majefty’s 
paternal  regard  for  the  welfare  and  privileges  of  all 
your  people,  and  the  opinion  we  entertaiuof  the,  juf- 
lice  of  the  Briiilh  parliament,  forbids  us  to  believe 
that  laws,  fo  repugnant  to  the  policy  of  former  times, 
yvould  have  received  their  fan^Uon,  had  the  real  cir* 
pumflances  and  fentiments  . of;.  tJhe  coloniesi  heed 
thoroughly  underftood,  or  the  true  principtes  of  their 
conne£lion  with  the  mother  country  been  duly  (Weigh- 
ed: we  are  therefore  neceffarily  conftrained,to  im- 
pute , blame  to  thofe  by  whom  your  Majefty  and  tl^c 
parliament  have  been  defignedly  mklcd,  or , partialjjf 
informed  of  thofe  matters,  on  a full  koowlcdg^:.*^ 
which  alone,  determinations  of  fuch  importaAc^ftl9ul4 

hiivo  bccit  fpunded.  ' . ■ i urrhiroL 

We  beg  leave  further  to  reprefent  toyouT]M^efp 
ty,  that,  in  queftions  of  high  national  concern,  affeft; 
ing  the  dpareft  interefts  of  a iftate,  jfpeculailoa  and,  ex- 
periment arc  feldom  to  be  juft^ed : — ^I'hat  want,  of 
jiorefight  is  want  of  judgroenti,  and  pcrfeverence  in 
meafures  which  repeated  ea,pa'ience  hath  condemned^ 
ccafes  to  be  error.  • , • 

We  might  appeal  to  the  hiftorics  of  all  countries  to 
file w,  that  force  had  never  been  - employed  with  fuc- 
cefs,  to  change  the  opinions  or  convince  the  minds  of 
freemen;  and,  from  the  annaU  of  cur  own  in  'parti- 
cular. 
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cular,  we  learn,  that  the  free  and  Toluntary  gifts  of 
the  fubjeA  has  ever  exceeded  the  exaftions  of  the 
fword. 

Rcftraining,  prohibitory,  and  penal  laws  have  failed 
to  re-cftablifli  the  public  tranquility  ; and  the  prefent 
(late  of  this  unfortunate  difpute  affords  rcafon  to  be- 
lieve, that,  as  it  commenced  without  policy,  it  muff 
be  profecuted  by  means  w'hich  the  natural  and  conffi- 
tuiional  ftrength  of  Great  Britain  cannot  fupply. 

In  your  Majefty’s  judice  we  confide  for  a fair  con- 
flrudtion  of  an  .apprehenfion  we  have  conceived,  that 
your  M.'jcdy  hath  been  advifed  to  take  foreign  troops 
into  Britifh  pay,  and  to  raife  and  difcipline  Papids,both 
in  Ireland  and  Canada,  for  the  purpofe  of  enforcing 
fubmillion  to  laws  which  your  Majefty’sProteftant  fub- 
je£t3  in  America  conceive  to  be  dedruftlve  of  their 
Jibcr.ies,  and  agaiuft  which  they  have  repeatedly  pe- 
titioned in  vain. 

Anx’-'us  to  vindicate  the  national  honour,  we  would 
wiilia^ly  diferedit  reports  of  flaves  incited  to  infurrec- 
tion,  and  barbarous  nations  encouraged  to  take  up 
arms  againft  our  American  brethren  if  they  had  not 
prevailed  without  refutation,  and  filled  the  minds  of 
your  Majefty’s  faithful  fiibjcfts  with  indignation  and 
horror. 

if  to  thefe  circumftances  of  peril  and  diftrefs,  our 
fears  cculd  fuggeft  any  addition,  we  might  juftly  cx- 
pc<h  it  from  the  refentment  of  thofe  powerful  ene- 
mies, who  have  ever  Ihcwn  a readinefs  to  take  advan- 
tages of  our  internal  commotions,  and  will  joyfully 
embrace  the  occafion  of  avenging  that  difgrace  they 
fuftained,  during  the  late  glorious  war,  from  the  u- 
nited  arms  of  Great  Britain  and  America  j — and  we 
fliould  indeed  be  reduced  to  defpair,  but  that  we  arc 
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encouraged  to  look  up  to  your  MajelVy,  the  comtnoit 
father  of  all  your  pe’oplc,  as  the  happy  inftruraent  in 
the  hands  of  Divine  Providence,  which  bringeth  good 
out  of  evil,  for  reftoring  to  this  diftrafted  empire  the 
bleflings  of  mutual  confidence,  liberty  and  peace. 

For  the  fpeedy  eflfefting  of  which,  W'e  mod  hum- 
bly befeech  your  Majefty  to  caufc  hoftilitics  to  ccafe 
in  your  Majelly’s  colonies  in  America,  and  to  adopt 
fucha  mode  of  reconciling  this  unhappy  controverfy,  as 
may  bed  promote  the  iiuercd  of  commerce,  and  the 
welfare  of  all  your  people. 

(Signed  by  1171  perfons.) 

Addrefe  of  a very  numerous  body  of  the  Met- 
phants  and  Traders  of  the  city  of  Lodon,  prefent- 
ed  by  a deputation  of  them  to  his  Majedy,  oq  Sa- 
turday the  14th  of  Ojdober  1775,  which  Addrefs 
his  Majedy  was  pleafed  to  receive  very  gracioufly ; 
^nd  the  Gentlemen  of  the  deputation  had  the 
honour  to  kifs  his  Majedy’s  hand. 

To  the  King’s  mod  Excellent  Majedy. 
Mod  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  Majedy’s  faithful  and  loyal,  fubjefts, 
njerchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  London,  filled 
with  the  deeped  concern  at  the  unjufiifiable  proceed- 
ings of  fome  of  your  Majedy  Is  colonies  in  America, 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  throne  to  tedify 
our  entire  difapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  them, 
with  the  mod  folcmn  affuranccs  that  we  will  fupport 
your  Majedy  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  in  maintain- 
ing the  authority  of  the  legiflaiure  of  this  country, 
which,  we  conceive,  does  and  ought  to  extend  over 
and  pefvadq  every  part  of  the  Britifli  dominions.  . 

With  regret  and  indignation  we  fee  colonies, 
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which  owe  their  exiftence,  and  every  blclEng  that  at- 
tended their  late  profperous  fituation,  to  this  their 
parent  country,  unnaturally  regardiefs  of  the  foftcr- 
ing  hand  that  raifed  and  fupported  them,  and  affeft- 
ing  diftinflions  in  their  dependence,  not  founded  in 
law,  or  in  the  conAitution  of  Great  Britain. 

We  are  convinced  by  the  experienced  clemency  of 
your  MajeAy’s  government,  that  no  endeavours  will 
be  wanting  to  induce  our  deluded  fcllow-fubjcfts  to 
return  to  their  obedience  to  that  conAitution  which 
our  anceAors  bled  to  eAabliAi,  and  which  has  flou- 
riAied,  pure  and  uninterrupted,  under  the  mild  go- 
vernment of  the  houfe  of  Hanover. 

May  that  Being,  who  governs  the  univerfe,  fo  di- 
reft  your  MajeAy’s  councils  and  meafures,  that,  from 
«he  prefent  confufion,  order  may  arife,  and  peace  a- 
gain  be  rcAored, 

That  your  MajeAy  may  long  reign  over  an  happy 
^nd  united  people  is  the  cameA  prayer  of. 

May  it  pleafe  your  MajeAy, 

•Your  MajeAy’s  nioA  faitliful  and  loyal  fubjefts. 

(Signed  by  941  perfons.) 

His  MajeAy’s  moft  gracious  Speech  to  bothHoufes 
of  Parliament,  on  Thurfday  the  26th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1775. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  prefent  Atuation  of  America,  and  my  con- 
Aant  defire  to  have  your  advice,  concurrence,  and 
affiAance  on  every  important  occafion,  have  detcr- 
ipined  me  to  call  you  thus  early  together. 

Ihofe  who  have  long  too  fuccefsfully  laboured  t® 
inAame  my  people  in  America  by  grofs  mifreprefenta- 
iious,  and  to  infufe  into  their  minds  a fyAcm  of  opi- 
nions 
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nions  repugnant  to  the  true  conflitution  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  to  their  fubordinate  relation  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, now  openly  avow  their  revolt,  hoftility,  and  re- 
bellion. They  have  raifed  troops,  and  are  colle£l- 
ing  a naval  force ; they  have  feized  the  public  reve- 
nue, and  afluraed  to  themfelves  legiflative,  executive, 
and  judical  powers,  which  they  already  excrcife,  in 
the  inoft  arbitrary  manner,  over  the  perfons  and  pro- 
periies  of  their  fellow-fnbjefls ; and  although  many 
of  ihefc  unhappy  people  may  ftill  retain  their  loyalty, 
and  may  be  too  wife  not  to  fee  the  fatal  confequence 
of  this  ufurpation,  and  wilh  to  refill  it;  yet  the  tor- 
rent of  violence  has  been  ftrong  enough  to  compel 
their  acquiefcence  till  afufficient  force  Ihall  appear  to 
fujipcrt  them. 

1 he  authors  and  promoters  of  this  defperate  con» 
fpiracy,  have,  in  the  conduft  of  it,  derived  great  ad- 
vantage from  the  difference  of  our  intentions  and 
theirs.  They  meant  only  to  amufe  us  by  vague  exr 
prcffions  of  attachment  to  the  parent  Hate,  and  the 
ffrongeft  protellations  of  loyalty  to  me,  whilft^they 
were  preparing  for  a general  revolt.  On  our  part, 
though  it  was  declared  in  our  lall  feffions,  that  a re- 
bellion exilled  within  the  province  of  the  Maffachii- 
fett’s'Bay,  yet  even  that  province  we  wifited  rather  to 
reclaim  than  to  fubdue.  The  refolutions  of  parlia- 
ment breathed  a fpirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance ; 
conciliatory  propolitions  accompanied  the  meafures 
taken  to  enforce  authority;  and  the  coercive  afts 
\ycre  adapted  to  cafes  of  criminal  combinations  a- 
mongll  fubjefls  not  then  in  arms.  I had  afted  with 
the  fame  temper;  anxious  to  prevent,  if  it  had  been 
peflible,  the  effufion  of  the  blood  of  ray  fubjefts,  and 
the  calamities  which  are  infeparable  from  a ftate  of 
■t  war,- 
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War;  ftill  hoping  that  my  people  in  America  would 
have  difcerned  the  traiterous  views  of  their  leaders, 
and  have  been  eonvinced  that  to  be  a fubjeft  of  Great 
Britain,  with  all  its  confequcnces,  is  to  be  the  freeft, 
member  of  any  civil  fociety  in  the  known  world. 

The  rebellious  war  now  levied  is  become  more 
general,  and  is  manifedly  carried  on  for  the  purpofc 
of  cftablilhing  an  independent  empire.  I need  not 
dwell  upon  the  fatal  effefts  of  tbe  fuccefs  of  fuch  a 
plan.  The  objeft  is  too  important,  the  fpirit  of  the 
Britifh  nation  too. high,  the  refouvees  which  God  hatli 
blelTed  her  too  numerous,  to  give  up  fp  many  colo- 
nies which  flie  has  planted  with  great  inTuftry,  nurfed 
with  great  tendernefs,  encouraged, with  many  com- 
mercial advantages,  and  protefted"  and  defended  at 
much  expence  of  blood  and  treaiure.'/;  * 

- It  is  now  become  the  part  of  .wifdojh,  and  (In  its 
effefts)  of  clemency,  to  put  a fpeedy  end  td  thefe  dif- 
orders  by  the  moft  decifive  extrtiotis.  'For  this  pur- 
pofe,  I have  increafed  my  naval  eftablilhment,  and 
have  greatly  augmented  my-  land-forces;  but  in  fuch 
a m;mner  as  may  be  the  leafl  burthenfpme  to  my  king- 
donas.  I . . I „ 

. I have  alfo  the  fatisfaflion  to  inform  you,  that  T 
have  received  the  moft  friendly  oft'ers  ol  foreign  affift- 
ance  ; »nd  if  I fliall  make  apy  treaties  in  confequence 
thereof,  they  ftiall  be  laid  before  you.  And  I have, 
in  leftimony  of  my  affeftion  for  my  people,  who  can 
have  no  caufe  in  which  1 am  not  equally  iuterefted, 
fent  to  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon,  a 
part  of  my  Elefloral  troops,  in  order  that  a larger  num- 
ber of  the  eftabliftied  forces  of  this  kingdom  may  by 
applied  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authority,  and  the 
national  militia  planned  and  regulated  with  equal 
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regard  to  the  rights,  fafety,  and  prote£Hon  cf  my 
crown  and  people,  may  give  a farther  extent  and  ac- 
tivity to  our  military  operations. 

When  the  unhappy  and  deluded  multitude,  againfl 
tfrhom  this  force  will  be  direfted,  lhall  become  fcnfibl^ 
of  their  error,  I (hall  be  ready  to  receive  the  miflec^ 
with  tendernefs  and  mercy;  and,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  inconveniences  which  may  arife  from  the  great 
diflahce  of  their  fituation,  and  to  remove,  as  foon  as 
pofllble,  the  calamities  which  they  fuffer,  I (hall  give 
authority  to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpot,  to  grant 
general  or  particular  pardons’  or  indemnities,  in  fuch 
manner,  and  to  fuch  perfoni,  as  they  fhall  think  fir’, 
and  to  receive  the  fubmillion  of  any  province  or  co- 
Tony  which  Hull  be,  difpofed  to  return  to  its  alfegl- 
ahee.  It  may  be  alfo  proper  to  aiithorifc  the  perfons 
fo  commilhoned  to  feftore  fuch  province  or  colony, 
Ib  returning  to  its 'allegiance,  to  the  free  exercife  of 
Fts  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the  fame  pfotedionf 
and  fecurity,  as  if  fuch  province  or  colony  had  never 
revolted.  ‘ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hotife  of  Commons, 

I have  ordered  the  proper  eftimates  for  the  enfuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  you;  and  I rely  on  your  affec- 
tion to  me,  and  your  refolntjon  to  maintain  th'e  juft 
rights  of  this  country,  for  fuch  ftipplies  as  the  prefenf 
circuraftances  of  our  affairs  require.  Among  the  ma- 
ny unavoidable  ill  confequences  of  this  rebellion,  none 
affefts  me  more  fenfibly  than  the  extraordinary  bur- 
then which  it  muft 'create  to  fny  faithful  fubjefts. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  fully  opened  to  you  my  views  and  inten- 
tions. The  conftant  employment  of  my  thoughts,  and 
moft  earneft  wilhes  of  my  heart,  tend  t^holfy  to 
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the  fafety  and  happincfs  of  all  my  people,  and  to  the 
re-eftablifhraent  of  order  and  tranquility  through  the 
fcveral  parts  of  ray  dominions,  in  a clofe  conneftioa 
and  conftitutional  dependence.  Vou  fee  the  tenden- 
cy of  the  prefent  difordcrs,  and  I have  Aated  to  you 
the  mcafures  which  I mean  to  purfue  for  fupprefling 
them.  Whatever  remains  to  be  do&c,  that  may  far- 
ther contribute  to  this  end,  I commit  to  youtwifdora. 
And  I am  happy  to  add,  that,  as  well  from  the  alTu- 
rances  I have  received,-  as  from  the  general  appear- 
ances of  affairs  in  Europe,  1 fee  no  probability  that 
the  meafurcs  which  you  may  adopt  will  be  inierrupt- 
fcd  by  difputes  with  any  foreign  power. 
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Chap.  IX. 

A fhort  View  of  American  Affairs^  *775* — Invaftort 
of  Canada  by  the  Colonijis. — The'  For  it  of  Chambtee 
and  St.  John  taken. — Montreal  taken. — Arnold  ap- 
pears before  ^ebec.  — General  Montgomery  joins  him- 
The  Siege.-— An  Attempt  to  Storm  the  Town.-^  Mont- 
gomery killed — Arnold  wounded. — The  Provincials 
retire. 


The  colonills  in  proportion  as  their  hopes  of  ac- 
comodation with  the  mother  country  decreafed, 
grew  more  daring  in  their  enterprifes,  and  extended 
their  views  to  more  diftant  and  remote  confcquences. 
The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  having  pafled  a law 
eftablilhing  the  Popifli  religion  in  Canada,  greatly 
alarmed  the  colonifts.— — They  confidered  this  law, 
which  went  by  the  name  of  the  Quebec  Aft,  as  a ftra- 
tagem  of  ftate,  intended  to  fcduce  the  Papifts  in  Ca- 
nada into  the  defigns  of  government;  which  were 
to  excite  the  Canadians  to  take  up  arms,  and  fall  up- 
on the  back  fettlcraents  of  the  New  England  pro- 
vinces. It  appeared  even  to  the  people  at  home  to 
have  this  intention,  and  was  greatly  complained  of  by 
the  true  friends  of  the  conftitution.  It  was  faid  to  be 
an  infringement  of  the  revolution  fcttlcment,  and  a 
violation  of  the  King’s  coronation  oath,  as  well  as  a 
palpable  fyftem  of  partiality  to  Popery  in  the  framers 
of  that  law.  The  whole  of  the  difpute  upon  thisfub- 
jeft  is  fo  well  known,  and  has  been  fo  often  reviewed 
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in  various  publications,  that  I Oiall  take  no  more  no- 
tice of  it  on  this  occafion.  The  intentions  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  government  were  perfectly  underftood  by  the 
colonifls,  who  parfued  fuch  meafures  as  they  thought 
were  mofl  proper  to  render  the  fchemes  of  the  mini- 
flry  of  none  elFeft.  It  was  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
confequences  of  this  bill  that  made  the  colonies  in  op- 
pofidoii,  fo  warmly  addrefs  the  French  inhabitants  of 
Canada  ; which  has  been  already  taken  notice  of. 

As  the  good  fuccefs  of  a former  expedition  to  the 
L.i^es,  had  given  fpirits  to  the  Americans,  and  Ticon- 
derago  and  Crown -Point  was  now  in  their  hands,  the 
congrefs  was  refolved  to  make  a bold  pufli  for  the 
pofleflion  of  all  Canada;  the  way  to  it  was  open  by 
their  polTeffing  the  command  of  the  Lakes,  and  they 
thought  that  if  they  could  accomplifli  this  grand  de- 
f gn  they  would  in  a great  meafure  emancipate  them- 
felves  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Britilh  government.— 
Such  a meafure,  of  fo  extraordinary  a magnitude  re- 
quired the  inofl;  ferious  coi.fideration.  They  had  hi- 
therto been  only  Handing  upon  the  defenlive,  and 
endeavouring  to  fupport  what  they  believed  to  be 
their  juft  righ’sand  privileges,  againft  jhe  invafion  of 
an  arbitrary  power,  that  feemed  determined  to  wreft 
that  from  them;  but  this  was  a new  proje<ft,  and 
carried  the  matter  a great  deal  farther.  It  was  ma- 
king the  war  ofienfive,  and  attacking  the  power  of  the 
Sovereign  in  thofe  parts  where  they  were  not  imme- 
diately concerned.  The  conduft  of  the  colonics  in 
Ihcir  former  proceedings  was  fupported  by  very  (Irong 
authority,  and  precedents  the  moft  refpeftaMe,  op- 
preiTion  and  injuftice  in  many  governments  had  been 
opp'jfed  and  refilled.  But  this  new  proceeding  of 
jhe  colonifts  was  faid  to  be  without  precedent.  To 
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flying  in  the  face  of  the  Sovereign,  carry  on  war  in  his 
dominions,  and  invade  a province  to  which  they  could 
lay  no  claim,  nor  pretend  to  any  right,  appeared  fuch 
an  outrage  as  not  only  to  overthrow  every  plea  of 
jufltfiablc  refinance,  but  militated  with  the  eftablifli- 
ed  opinions,  principles,  and  feelipgs  of  mankind  in  ge- 
neral. 

It  was  alledged  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  danger 
was  prefTing  and  great.  General  Carlcton  had  re- 
ceived powers  from  government  of  an  alarming  n<v- 
lure,  and  was  authorized  to  arm  the  Canadians,  and 
to  inarch  them  out  of  the  country,  againfl  the  other 
colonies,  with  a delign  to  reduce  them  to  a ftate  of 
boi.Jage  and  flavery;  and  was.impowered  to  proceed 
even  to  capital  punifhment,  againft  all  thof'e,  and  in 
all  places,  whom  he  (hould  judge  rebels  and  oppo- 
fers  of  the  laws.  The  powers  he  had  received  with- 
in his  own  province  were  equal  to  thofe  of  the  mod: 
arbitrary  princes  in  Europe,  and  had  been  already 
felt  both  by  the  Englifli  and  French  fubjefts.  Tho’ 
the  Canadians  had  hitherto  refufed  to  be  embodied, 
or  to  march  upon  any  terms  out  of  the  province,  it 
was  eafily  perteived,  that  as  foon  as  the  Governor’s 
authority  was  inforced  by  the  arrival  of  troops  from 
England,  that  the  Canadians  would  be  obliged  to  o- 
bey  him  implicitly,  as  well  in  that  as  in  other  mat- 
ters. 

He  had  already  engaged  a confidcrable  number  of 
Canadians,  and  other  Indians,  in  his  fervice  ; and  if 
his  arms  once  became  predominant,  the  defire  of 
Tpoil  would  bring  the  favages  in  crouds  from  the  rc- 
moteft  defarts  to  affifl:  him.  Befides,  they  were  per- 
fefrly  acquainted  with,  and  therefore  had  every  thing 
to  dread  from  the  zeal  and  fpirit  of  enterprize, 

and 
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and  taknts  of  that  aUe  and  refolute  officer.  In 
fuch  circumftances  they  confiercd  it  contrary  to  all 
the  rules  of  reafon  and  pnidence  to  wait  till  they 
were  attacked  by  a formidable  force  at  their  backs, 
in  the  very  inftant  that  it  would  rc'quire  all  their  power 
and  force  to  defend  their  coafts  and  proteft  their 
capital  cities  againft  the  refentment  of  a mighty  power, 
which  they  had  fo  much  provoked  and  offended,  and 
with  whom  they  were  entering  into  a conteft,  arduous 
and  hitherto  untried.  They  alledged  that  it  was  as 
inff  to  prevent  a known  enemy  from  gathering  ftrength 
to  dedroy  them,  when  they  knew  that  he  intend- 
ed their  ruin,  as -it  was  juft  to  defend  themfelvcs  a- 
gainft  them,  when  they  affiiulted  them ; and  that  the 
principles  of  fclf-defcnce  allowed  them  to  take  every 
ftep  which  their  leafon  fuggefted  to  prevent  their 
ovln  ruin;  and  that  it  was  lefs  cruel  to  prevent  fuch 
an  evil  than  to  fuffer  it,  if  they  poflibly  could  prevtnt 
it.'  They  faid  that' there  was  no  law 'of  nature,  of 
reafon,  nor  convention  among  roankimli  by  which’  a 
’perfon  was  bound  to  he  a fimple  fpeftator  wlule  his 
enemy  was  loading  his  gun  for  his  deftruftion,  was 
he  to  wail  till  the  execution  was  over,  for  fear  he 
Ihould  be  confidered  as  an  aggreffor?  Cafes  and 
queftions  of  this  nature,  however  enrei  taining  in  other 
ocrafions,  have  no  weight  in  circumftances  on  which  the 
hire  of  nations  depend.  Were  they  only  to  feek  a re- 
drd’s  when  the  favages  had  penetrated  into  their  coun- 
try, and  the  fury  of  the  flames  which  had  confuined 
their  fettlemems  were  only  retarded  by  the  blood  of 
their  wives  and  infants  ? 

'I'he  congrefs  tvere  fenCble  rhat  they  had  now  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  could  only  be  juftified  by  the  force 
of  arms ; for  force  of  argument  had  no  influence  up- 
on 
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on  tho/^r  had  lo  difpate  with.  They  ha^  a/i-^ad) 
drr,  «-n  r/:e  /Hord,  and  the  appeal'  was  made.  It  wai 
DJw  roo  late  CO  taro  back,  and  to  waver  was  certain 
ddlruetion.  Their  Aicctfs  noW  depended  upon  vi- 
gorous mearnres,  which  could  alone  give  fan£>ion  to 
their  refidance,  and  difpofa. the  govemmeDt  of  Great 
Britain  to  an  accomodation  upon  lenient  terms;  with- 
out  this  they  knew  that  they  would  not  only 
Jjl'e  rh  fc  i herties  ior  which  they  contended,  but  a/i 
ikeir  o; her  privileges  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  a 
jealous  and  provoked  government.  In  fuch  a fitu- 
ation,  their  moderation  in  the  inftance  of  Canada 
they  imagined  would  be  but  a poor  plea  for  compaf- 
ion  or  indulgence. 

They  were  well  informed  of  tlie  ftate  of  affairs  in 
Canada,  and  uuderftood  the  temper  of  the  pdop/e; 
this  laft  gave  them  encouragement  in  the  enterprizc 
they  were  about  to  engage  in.  They  knew  that 
the  French  inhabitants,  excepting  the  nobleffe  and 
clergy,  were  generally  as  much  difeontented  at  the 
felting  afide  the  Englifli  laws,  and  the  iatroduftioii  of 
the  new  fyflem  of  government,  as  the  Briiifli  fettler; 
ihemfelves.  It  appeared  exceeding  probable  that 
this  new  difconient  co-operating  with  their  rooted  a* 
verCon  which  they  had  to  their  ancient,  proud,  and 
oppreffive  tyrants,  the  noblefle,  or  lords  of  the  ma- 
nors, and  the  mortal  dread  which  they  had  of  being 
again  reduced  to  their  former  (late  of  vaflalage,  would 
incline  them  to  confidcr  the  provincials  rather  as 
friends  than  invaders,  and  make  them  embrace  fo  fa- 
vourable  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a fliare  cf  the 
common  liberty,  which  they  were  contending  for.— 
Though  the  Canadians  were  unacquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  comroverfy,  ^4  very  little  ipterefted  id 
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it,  yet  as  it  appeared  to  be  for  liberty,  and  American 
freedom,  the  name  was  pleafing,  and  likely  to  en- 
gage their  attention.  I was  alfo  in  favour  of  thQ 
colonics,  of  which  Canada  was  a part. 

It  was  determined  not  to  lofe  the  opportunity  of 
purfuing  this  raeafure,  while  the  Britifh  arms  were 
weak,  and  (hut  up  within  the  town  of  B'jfton:  this 
was  confidered  as  a proper  time  for  attempting  the 
reduction  of  the  province  of  Canada.  A body  of  New 
York  militia  and  New  England  troops,  and  fome  o- 
thers,  to  the  amount  of  2000  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Generals  Schulyer  and  Montgomery, 
were  appointed  for  this  fervice.  Batteaus  and  flat- 
boats  were  built  at  Ticonderago  and  Crown-Point,  to 
convey  the  troops  along  Lake  Champlain  to  the  ri- 
ver Sorrel,  which  forms  the  entrance  into  Canada, 
and  is  compofed  of  the  furplus  waters  of  the  Lakes, 
which  it  difeharges  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and 
would  afford  an  agreeable  communication  betwixt 
that  river  and  the  Lakes,  were  it  not  on  account  of 
the  rapidity  in  fome  parts  that  obflru^fs  the  naviga- 
tion. The  Sorrel  runs  acourfe  of  69  miles,  and  falls 
into  the  river  St  Lawrence  in  latitude  46.  10.  Ion. 
72.25. 

General  Montgomery,  who  was  at  Crown-Point, 
had  received  intelligence,  that  a fchooner  of  fome 
confiderable  force,  with  other  armed  veflfels  which 
lay  at  Sc.  John’s  on  the  river  Sorrel,  were  making 
ready  to  enter  the  Lake,  and  were  intended  to  ob- 
ftruft  the  paflage  of  the  provincials.  Upon  receiving- 
this  information,  tho’  he  had  not  the  half  of  the  forces 
that  were  intended  for  this  expedition,  he  proceeded 
with  thofe  which  he  had  to  the  Ifle  of  Noix,  which 
lies  in  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  took  neceffary 
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mcafuresto  guard  againft  the  paflage  of  thefe  vef- 
fels  into  the  Lakes.  General  Schuyler,  who  was  at 
that  time  chief  in  commaud,  having  arrived  at  Alba- 
ny, the  two  generals  publiftied  a"  declaration  to  cn-, 
courage  and  perfuade  the  Canadians  to  join  them, 
and  with  this  expeftation  marched  on  to  the  Fort  of 
St.  John,  which  lies  only  about  twelve  miles  from 
the  above  mentioned  ifland.  Having  taken  a view  of 
the  fort  at  fome  fmall  diftance,  they  pe  ccived  Cgna- 
tures  of  flrong  refinance,  which  made  them  land  at  al 
confiderable  diftance  in  a woody  country,  full  of  deep 
fwarops,  and  interfered  with  creeks  and  waters.  In 
this  fituation  they  were  attacked  by  a confiderable 
body  of  Indians,  who  did  not  neglefl  to  take  hold  of 
the  advantages  which  the  fituation  afforded  them.— 
Thefe  two  circumftanccs  concurring,  namely  the  ap- 
parent ftrength  of  the  fort,  and  the  refiftance  of  the 
Indians,  determined  them  to  return  to  their  former 
ftation  in  the  ifiand,  and  wait  till  the  arrival  of  the 
artillery  and  reinforcements,  which  were  expefted. 

Schuyler  upon  this  returned  to  Albany,  to  con- 
clude a treaty  with  the  Indians  in  thefe  parts,  which 
he  had  been  negociating  for  fome  time  paft  ; but  be- 
ing thro’  illnefs  unable  to  return,  the  whole  weight 
’ of  the  war  fell  upon  General  Montgomery.  This 
gentleman  was  moft  eminently  qualified  for  military 
fervice;  though  perhaps  this  expedition  required 
the  utmoft  reach  of  all  his  abilities.  His  firft  meafure 
was  to  detach  from  the  fervice  of  General  Carleton 
thofe  Indians  who  had  joined  them,  and  being 
ftrengthened  by  the  arrival  of  hiS  reinforcements 
and  artillery,  he  prepared  to  lay  fiege  to  the  fort  of 
St.  John.  This  fort  was  garrifoned  by  the  greater 
pan  of  the  7th  and  36th  reganentSj  being  nearly  alt 
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the  regular  troops  then  in  Canada ; and  was  well  pro- 
vided with  ftores,  ammunition,  and  artillery. 

The  parlies  of  the  provincials  were  fpread  over 
the  adjacent  country,  and  were  every  where  well  re- 
ceived by  the  Canadians,  Who,  befides  joining  them 
in  great  numbers,  gave  every  poflible  afliftance,  W'he- 
ther  in  carrying  on  the  fiege,  removing  their  artille- 
ry, or  fupplying  them  with  provifions  and  necelTaries. 
While  matters  were  in  this  fituation,  the  famous  E- 
than  Alen,  who  without'  any  commiffipn  from  the 
congrefs  had  a principal  &are  in  the  original  expedi- 
tion to  the  lakes,  and  the  mking  of  the  forts;  and 
who  fmee,  under  the  title  of  colonel,  feems  rather  to 
have  afted  as  one  of  the  party,  than  as  a perfon  obe- 
dient  to  any  regular  command,  had  a mind  to  fignal- 
ize  himfelf,  by  furprizing  the  town  and  garrifon  of 
Montreal.  He  undertook  this  hazardous  enterprize 
at  the  head  of  afmall  party  of  provincials  and  Cana- 
dians, without  the  knowledge  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  or  the  afliftance  which  he  might  have  procur- 
ed from  fome  of  the  other  detached  parties.  The 
event  was  unfiiccefsful  as  the  undertaking  was  rafli. 
"The  militia,  fupported  by  a few  regular  troops  under 
the  command  of  fome  Enslilh  officers  met  the  adven- 
turer  at  fome  diftance  from  the  town,  defeated  his 
troops,  and  took  himfelf  prifoncr,  with  forty  others  : 
the  reft  of  his  party  cfcaped  into  the  w oods.  Allen 
and  his  fdlow-prifouers  were  by  the  orders  of  Gene- 
ral Carleton  loaded  with  chains,  and  in  that  condition 
- fent  a-board  a man  of  war  to  England.  They  were 
however  afterwards  fent  back  to  America,  for  what 
.reafon  is  not  particularly  aflirmed. 

The  progrefs  of  the  fiege  of  St.  John  was  for 
fome  time  retarded  for  want  of  ammurution  fufilcient 
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for  fuch  an  operation.  Of  all  which  none  were  mor« 

ncceflary  than  powder  and  ball. The  fort  of  Sr* 

John’s,  which  commands  the  entrance  into  Canada, 
could  not  be  reduced  without  a fuitable  provifion  of 
this  fort.  General  Montgomery  by  a fortunate  event 
was  delivered  from  this  difficulty.  A little  fort  called 
Chamblc,  lay  deep  in  the  country,  and  feemed  cover- 
ed by  St.  John’s.  It  was  garrifoned  by  a fmall  de- 
tachment of  the  feventh  regiment,  and  was  in  a Hate 
not  fit  for  enduring  a liege.  The  General  turned  his 
attention  firfl  to  this  fort,  and  by  pufhing  forward  a 
party  joined  by  forae  Canadians,  he  eafily  became 
mailer  of  the  place.  Here  he  fouhd  confiderablc 
(lore,  but  the  article  of  the  greatell  confequence  was 
gun-powder,  which  they  were  greatly  diftrclTed  for, 

and  of  which  they  took  about  120  barrels. This  ' 

acquifition  facilitated  the  fiege  of  St.  John’s,  which 
had  been  for  fome  time  in  a great  meafure  interrupt- 
ed for  want  of  ammunition. 

The  garrifon  of  St.  John’s  under  the  command  of 
Major  Prellon,  amounted  to  between  6 and  700 
men,  of  which  about  five  hundred  were  regulars,  and 
the  reft  Canadian  volunteers.  They  endured  the  dif. 
ficuliies  of  a very  hard  fiege,  and  fuffering  the  hard- 
fhips  attending  it,  augmented  by  a fcarcity  of  provi- 
fions,  with  unremitted  fteadfaftnefs  and  refolution.— 

In  the  mean  time  General  Carleton  was  indefatigable 
in  his  endeavours  to  raife  fulficient  forces  for  its  re-  I 

lief.  Attempts  were  a!fo  made  by  Colonel  M‘Clcan  | 

for  raifing  a Scotch  regiment,  under  the  title  of  Roy- 
al Highland  Emigrants,  to  be  compofed  of  natives  of 
that  country,  who  had  lately  arrived  in  America,  and 
who  in  confequence  of  the  troubles  had  not  obtained 
fectlcmcnts.  The  colonel  with  thefc  and  fome  Cana- 
dian's, 
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diaiis,  to  the  amount  of  a hundred  men,  was  ported 
aear  the  jun^Hon  of  the  Sorrel  with  the  river  St. 
Lawrence.  General  Carleton  ufed  his  urmod  dili- 
gence to  effed  a jun£lion  with  Colonel  MyC  lean,  and 
<hen  to  March  to  the  relief  of  St.  John’s;  but  his  pur- 
pofe  was  frurtrated,  and  his  defign  rendered  abor- 
tive by  the  a£livity  and  vigilance  of  the  provincials. 
—He  was  attacked  at  Longueil,  in  attempting  to  pafs 
over  from  the  ifland  of  Montreal,  by  a party  of  pro- 
vincials, whoeafily  repulfedthe  Canadians,  and  fru- 
ilrarefi  his  whole  defign.  Another  party  had  pufticd 
M‘Clean  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Sorrel,  where 
the  Canadians  having  received  advice  of  the  Gover- 
nor’s defeat,  immediately  abandoned  him  to  3 man, 
and  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  making  the  beft  of 
his  way  to  Quebec  with  his  Royal  Scotch  Emigrants. 
— The  provincials  on  this  occafion  were  extremely  ac- 
tive,* and  took  every  opportunity  that  might  be 
thought  necelTary  to  crown  this  expedition  with  fuc- 
cefs;  their  contrivances,  abd  their  attempts  to  exe- 
cute them,  were  equally  furprifing.  Upon  M'CIeans 
retreat  to  Quebec,  the  party  who  had  reduced  him 
to  thatneceffity,  immediately  erefted  batteries  on  a 
point  of  land  at  the  junction  of  the  Sorrel  with  the 
river  St.  Laurence,  with  a defign  to  prevent  a num- 
ber of  armed  veflels  which  General  Carleton  had  at 
Montreal,  from  efcaping  down  the  river.  They  alfo 
conrtrufted  armed  rafts,  and  floating  batteries  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  Thefe  meafures  eflef^ually  prevent, 
ed  the  palfage  of  General  Carleton’s  arroement  to 
Quebec,  which  were  not  only  defeated  in  feveral  at- 
tempts, but  purfued,  attac%:d,  and  driven  from  their 
anchor  up  the  river  by  the  provincials;  fo  that  as 
General  Montgomer)’  approached  Montreal  immedi- 
ately 
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aiely  after  the  furrendcr  of  St,  John’s,  the  gover- 
nor’s fituation,  whether  in  town  or  a-board  the  vcf- 
fels,  became  dangerous  and  critical.  General  Carle- 
ton  on  this  pccahon  needed  all  his  military  fagacity 
and  fortitude  his  condition  was  truly  critical  and  a- 
larming,  for  it  appeared  fcarcely  poffible  that  he  could 
cfcap>c  the  Arift  watch  of  a people  whofe  intercA 
depended  fo  much  in  the  ruin  of  fo  inveterate  an  ene- 
my. 

'fhis  danger  was  increafed  by  the  arrival  of  Genet 
ral  hjontgomcry  at  Montreal,  where  a capitulation 
waspropofed  by  the  principal  French  and  Englifh  in- 
habitants, including  a fort  of  general  treaty,  which 
Montgomery  refufed,  as  they  were  in  no  Aate  of  de- 
fence to  entitle  them  to  a capitulation,  and  were  on 
their  fide  unable  to  fulfil  the  conditions.  He  how- 
ever fentthem  a written  anfwcr,  in  which  he  declared 
that  the  continental  army  having  a generous  difdain 
of  every  aft  of  oppreffion  and  violence,  and  having 
come  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  giving  them  liberty 
and  fecurity ; — he  therefore  engaged  his  honour  to 
maintain  in  the  peaceable  poffefhon  of  their  propeny 
of  every  kind,  the  individuals  and  religious  communi- 
ties of  the  city  of  Montreal,  He  alfo  engaged  for 
the  maintenance  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  free  ex- 
ercife  of  their  religion,  and  exprelTed  his  hopes,  that 
the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all  the  Canadians 
would  be  eAablifhed  upon  the  moA  permanent  foot- 
in  by  a provincial  congrefs.  He  promifedthai  couns 
of  juAice  Aiould  befpeedily  eAablifhed  upon  the  moA 
liberal  plan,  conformable  to  the  Britifh  conAitution ; 
and  he  in  general  comph?^  with  other  articles,  fo  far 
as  they  were  in  his  powerj  and  confiAent  in  him  to 
grant.  This  fecurity  being  given  to  the  people,  his 
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troops  took  poflcflion  of  the  town  upon  the  thirteenth 
of  November. 

It  was  now  that  fcafon  of  the  year  when  troops  in. 
ftead  of  marching  to  inveft  formal  fieges,  ufually  go 
into  winter  quarters ; and  in  fuch  a climate  as  Canada 
this  ftep  appeared  more  efpccially  necelTary. — The 
fnows  here.,  are  generally  deep  and  the  frofts  fevere, 
that  it  is  impoflible  for  an  army  to  carry  along  with 
them  all  thofe  implements  of  war  which  are  necelTary 
for  befieging  caftles  or  ftorming  cities.  It  is  even  a 
talk  beyond  the  ordinary  efforts  of  nature,  lor  troops 
to  march  in  that  fcafon  of  the  year  in  fuch  a wild 
and  unculiivaicd  country,  where  the  woods  arc  fo  ex- 
tenfive,  the  thickets  almoft  impenetrable,  and  the 
fwamps  fo  numerous.  It  required  an  uncommon  re- 
folution,  as  well  as  an  extraordinary  ftrength  of  body 
to  endure  the  toil  and  fatigue  that  attended  fuch  an 

expedition. Nothing  but  an  ardent  inclination  to 

fupport  the  caufe  of  liberty  could  have  fupported  this 
ftnall  army  under  the  many  difadrantages  that  were  in 
their  way.  The  inhabitants  of  Canada  mud  have  in 
general  wiihed  well  to  this  enterprize,  oihcrwife  it 
was  in  their  power  to  have  crufhed  it  in  its  firft  open- 
ing; tho’  they  did  not  enter  heartily  into  it,  yet  it  is 
manifell  that  they  wiihed  it  to  fuccecd,  rather  than 
defired  it  might  fail  of  fuccefs. 

Nothing  DOW  could  afford  the  flighted  hope  of  the 
prefervation  of  Canada,  except  the  feafon  of  the  year; 
it  was  this  which  alone  gave  hope  of  its  prefervation 
to  government.  It  appears  fomewhat  extraordinary 
that  the  provincials  did  not  begin  their  operations 
fooncr  in  the  furamer,  for  had  they  had  three 
months  of  good  weather  before  them,  there  was  the 
gfcatcd  reafon  to  conclude  that  they  would  have  be- 
come 
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come  mailers  of  all  Canada.  It  has  not  yet  been  af- 
certained  whether  this  negleft  happened  thro’  want 
of  ability,  or  proceeded  from  difference  in  opinion 
in  the  managers  of  public  affairs;  it  was  however  un- 
fortunate for  their  delign  of  becoming  mailers  of  Ca- 
nada, that  they  did  not  fet  out  three  months  fooner 
upon  this  expedition.  As  a balance  to  this  difadran- 
tage,  there  were  but  few  forces  belonging  to  the  go- 
vernment in  Canada;  and  the  taking  of  General 
Carleton,  which  feemed  almoft  certain,  wonld  have 
rendered  the  reduftion  of  Canada  exceedingly  eafy.— - 
A particular  accident,  which  was  fortunate  for  Ge- 
neral Carleton,  determined  this  matter  otherwife. — • 
At  that  time  all  hopes  of  armed  veffels  being  able  to 
get  down  the  river  were  given  up;  and  when  Mont- 
gomery was  preparing  batteaus  with  light  artillery 
at  Montreal  to  attack  them  on  that  fide,  and  force 
them  down  upon  the  batteries,  means  were  fuccefsful- 
ly  ufed  to  .convey  the  Governor  in  a dark  night  in  a 
boat  with  mulled  paddles  pall  the  enemies  guards  and 
batteries,  to  Quebec,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety. — 
This  was  a forunate  incident  for  government,  but  a 
moll  unlucky  one  for  the  provincial  adventurers,  who 
provided  they  had  got  the  Governor  into  their  pow. 
er,  would  have  eafily  brought  over  all  Canada 
their  views  of  liberty. 

But  to  return  to  the  fiege  of  St.  John’s,  which  was 
carried  on  with  great  vigour,  and  had  been  attended 
with  better  fuccefs  than  the  adventurers  had  rcafoa 
to  expert.  The  works  were  advanced  near  the  bo- 
dy of  the  fort,  and  all  things  prepared  for  a general 
affault.  This  w'ould  have  probably  been  a very  dan- 
gerous as  well  as  a fruitlefs  enterprife,  confidering 
the  goodnefs  of  the  troops  within  the  fort,  and  the 
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weakncfs  of  the  alTailants.  Major  Prcfton  was  a good 
officer,  and  his  men  were  regular  troops,  and  under- 
flood  the  military  exerc.fe  to  a great  exaftnefs ; — he 
was  determined  to  defend  the  fort  to  the  lafl  extrem- 
ity, which  would  have  made  the  capture  dear  to  the 
befiegers.  In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  an  account  of 
the  fuccefs  at  Longueil,  accompanied  with  the  prifon- 
crs  arrived  at  the  camp,  upon  which  General  Mont- 
gomery fent  a flag  and  a letter  by  one  of  them  to  Ma- 
jor Prefton,  wherein  he  fignificd  his  hopes  that  as  all 
' means  of  relief  were  cut  oflf  by  the  Governor's  defeat, 
he  would  by  a timely  furrender  of  the  fort,  prevent 
the  further  effufion  of  blood,  which  a fruitlefs  and 

obftinate  defence  miift  neceflfarily  occafion This 

greatly  daggered  the  major’s  refoluti^n,  and  brought 
him  to  a parley,  which  had  he  been  as  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  date  of  the  country  and  his  enemy’s  force, 
as  he  might  have  been,  he  would  certainly  have  re- 
fufed;  for  as  he  had  near  700  regular  troops  in  the 
fort,  well  appointed  and  furniflied  with  a fufficient 
quantity  of  ammunition,  he  might  have  refided  the 
force  of  double  the  number  of  his  own,  troops,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  befiegers  were  but  raw  and  inexperienced, 
and  not  well  appointed  for  carrying  on  a fiegef  ft 
appears  to  have  been  the  general  misfortune  of  the 
Britifli  Governors  in  America,  and  the  ofilccrs  ferving 
under  them,  tliat  they  were  unacquainted  with  the 
date  of  the  counriy,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. This  mud  have  proceeded  cither  from  want 
of  capacity,  or  from  want  of  attention  to  their  duty. 
It  would  have  certainly  been  an  cafy  matter  for  the 
fervants  of  government  to  have  been  acquainted  with 
the  whole  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  within  the 
circle  of  their  adminidration,  and  by  that  means  have 
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had  it  in  their  power  to  have  guarded  againfl  anct 
prevented  being  furprized  by  any  attack  from  the  af- 
ferabling  of  the  fubjefts.  When  government  intend- 
ed to  impofe  fuch  obnoxious  laws  upon  the  coIoniftT, 
they  ought  firft  to  have  known  their  difpofitions,  and 
in  cafe  that  they  found  them  averfe  to  compliance, 
have  fecured  their  obedience  by  fuch  found  fteps  of 
policy  as  would  have  anfwered  their  own  intentions. 
To  be  furprized  by  their  own  fubjefts,  argued  a rcaJ 
want  of  underftanding  of  the  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  a deficiency  of  political  forecall  with  re- 
gard to  the  means  of  executing  their  new  laws.- 
Both  General  Carleton  and  Major  Prefton,  ought  to 
have  informed  themfelves  of  every  ftep  that  the  cofo- 
tiies  were  taking,  and  to  have  acquainted  govemtrent 
with  the  real  fituation  of  the  countryj  Two  things 
appear  obvious  in  the  hillory  of  the  proceedings  of 
government,  that  they  cither  never  intended  to  in- 
force  their  new  laws,  or  that  they  were  totally  infa- 
tuated with  regard  to  the  means  of  rendering  them 
eflfeclual;  for  if  they  had  lludied  for  an  age  to  ex- 
pofe  their  own  weaknefs,  they  could  not  have  taken 
more  effeflual  methods  to  have  done  it  than  thofe 
they  purfued.  The,  troubles  in  America  have  prin- 
cipally arifen  from  eiiher  the  felfilhnefs  or  incapacity 
of  the  Governors  in  thofe  parts,  wlto  citlier  were 
conllantly  purfuing  their  own  interells  without  mied- 
ing  cither  the  affairs  of  government  or  the  people, 
or  were  perfons  preferred  to  thofe  polls  by  the  inte- 
rcll  of  friends,  without  having  a fingic  qualification 
for  the  office  they  were  preferred  to.  It  has  long 
been  a miltaken  opinion  prevailing  in  the  mother 
country,  that  fuch  as  arc  not  qualified  for  offices  at 
home,  may  anfwcr  the  purpofe  of  colony  adminiflra- 
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kion;  from  this  idea  has  the  goTernments  ahtbad  in 
• the  colonies  been  fupplied  with  both  the  weakeft  and 
^ the  word  df  men. 

Major  Prefton  endeavoured  tb  obtain  a few  days 
time  In  hopes  of  fome  relief ; but  this  was  refufed,  on 
account  of  the  latenefs  and  feverity  of  the  feafon  : he 
atfo' endeavoured  in  fettling  the  terms  df  capitulation  j 
to  obtain  liberty  for  the  garrifon  to  depart  for  Great 
Britain,  which  proved  equally  Unfuccefsful,  and  they 
were  obliged,  after  being  allowed  the  honours  of 
War,'  on  account  of  their  braVe  defeifcd,  to  lay  down 
their  aritiSj  and  furreadcr  themfclves  ’ prifbncrs.i— ^ 
-‘They  Were  allowed  tlieir  baggage  and  efFefts,  the  of- 
ficers to  wear  their  fwords,  and  theif  Other  arms  to 
be  prdferved  for  theni  till  the  trobblds  Were  at  an  end* 

General  Montgomery  in  all  tranfa£tiOnS*with  the 

King’s  troops,  writ,  fpoke*  and  behaved  with  that 
attention,  regard,  and  politenefs,  ib^both  private  man 
and  officers.  Which  might  be  expected  from  a mah 
ofhohodr,  and  integrity,  who  found  himfelf  involv- 
ed in  an  unhappy  quarrel  with  his  friends  ahd  coun- 
trymeni  Such  behaviour  Was  no  more  than  what  all 
Who  were  petfonaily  acquainted  with  that  officer*. 
Would  always  have  expefted  of  him.  All  the  prifon- 
fcrs  who  were  taken  at  this'  time,  were  fent  up  the 
l.akes,  by  way  ofTicOnderago,  to  thofe  inland  part* 
of  the  colonies,  which  were  beft  adapted  for  their 
reception  and  provifioui  The  provincials  found  in 
this  f^ort  a confiderable  qbaiitity  of  artillery  and  ufcful 
(lores,  neceff.iry  for  carrying  on  the  enterprife  they 
Were  ttoW  engaged  iti.  The  fuccefs  of  this  expedi* 
tion  had  hitherto  proceeded  beyond  the  moft  fariguine 
hopes  of  the  adventurers,  and  their  good  fortune  in 
what  they  had  attempted  pufhed  them  on  to  achfcm 
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ments  altogether  bcyond  thcir.'ftr^pgth.  Their  fuc- 
, cefs  upon  the  lake-s  feduccd  them  into  an  opiaioa  o^ 
reducing  the  city  of  Quebec  to  the  obedience  of  the 
congrefs,  and  they  feem  to  haye  both  forgoregi  and 
dTpifed  ih.e  dangers  and  fatigues  of  an  inclement  fca- 
foo,  thro’  die  hopes  of  finifliing  with  glory  fo  iipport- 
ant  an  entcrprile.  The  provincials  had  now  the 
.■whole 'of  the  lakes.  General  Prefcoc  had 
been  oblipjed  IQ  enter  into  a capitulation  with  thtan, 
by  which  the  whole  of  the  riyer’auaval  force,  conM- 
ing  c,f  eleven  armed  veffe's,  Was  furrendered  into 
.tiicir  hands.  General  Prcfcot*  with  fevcral-  officers, 
and  iwne  gentlemen  of  the  ciyil'  departuK-nt,  Canadi- 
an volunteers,  with  120  Ei.igMk,foldieirs,  all  of  whoot 
had  taken  refuge  on  board  the  yeflels  upon  the  ap- 
. proach  of  General  Montgomery,  were  made  prifon- 
.crs  of  war.  Tho’  the  rapid  foccefs  of  Montgom|try 
,\vas  not  at  that  time  bUzo^d  with  miniflcrial  figures 
of  embellifhinent  in  the  Gazette,  yet  there  has  no- 
. thing  duripg  the  courfe-td" this  unfortunate  war  be^ 
carried  on  with  more/iddrcfs,  and , fupported  with 
.giearcr  energy,  than  this  caterprife.  Tiic  humanity 
of  rile,  commander,  and  the  regularity  of  the  troops, 
■W'ould  have  done  hon.iur  to  tlie  mofl  legal  rB.iiitary 
corps,  and  their  fortitude  in  combating  dangers,  and 
fatigties,  fets  thein  forth  in  a point  of  \4ew  whiciihc- 
rocs  need  not  lieaflramed  of.  , Feats  of  a -mick  infe- 
rior nature  have  been  in  opr  governnKBt  accounts 
extolled  with  the  higheft  ftrains  of  hyperbole*  v laile 
the  epithets  of  cowardice  and  rebellion  have  been  gi- 
ven this  bold  and  daring  expedition.  It  js.pot  tltc 
province  of  an  liiflorian  to  determine  what  is  rebelli- 
on ; r’iis  mud  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  after  ages, 
who  will  determine  with  more  impartiality  than  the 
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prcfent  concerning  the  charafter  of  American  refift- 
ance.  There  have  been  fome  grand  rebellions  in 
times  palt  recorded  in  the  Englifli  hiftory,  which 
have  changed  their  names  into  thofe  of  Revolutions, 
and  are  now  adorned  with  the  epithet  glorious,  which 
according  to  the  principles  now  in  vogue  among  cour- 
tiers, would  have  been  lligmatized  with  the  name  of 
rebellion  had  they  l>een  unl'uccefsful. — It  is  time  that 
muft  declare  which  of  the  two  this  American  relillance 
belongs  to. — Perhaps  an  hundred  years  hence  what 
■we  account  rebellion,  will  in  the  hiftory  of  America 
be  yclept  a Reiyolution.  Should  it  prove  in  the  cn."*  nn- 
fuccefsful,  it  muft  continue  in  the  language  and  ftilc  of 
Hate  politicians,  a grand  rebellion. 

While  Montgomery  and  his  troops  were  carrying 
on  the  war  in  upper  Canada,  from  New  York,  by  the 
old  beaten  courfeof  the  Lakes,  an  exnrdiii  -n,  diftin- 
gUilhed  by  i|s  novelty,  fpirit  of  enterprife,  the  difficul- 
ties that  oppofed  it,  and  the  conftancy  maintaraed  in 
its  execution,  was  undertaken  dire£Uy  againft  the 
lower  part  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  from  the  New 
England  fide,  by  a rout  that  had  hitherto  been  un- 
explored, and  confidered  as  impraHicable.  About 
-the  raidft  of  September,  Colonel  Arnold,  at  the  head 
of  two  regiments,  confifting  of  about  iioo  men, 
<marched  from  the  camp  near  Bofton  to  Newport,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Merrimack,  where  veffels 
were  ready  to  carry  them  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
.Keimebec,  in  New  Haniplhire,  a voyage  of  about  forty 
leagues.  Upon  tile  tweitty  fecoiui  of  the  fame  ro«>rth, 
they  embarked  their' ftorfes  and  troops  at  Gardiner’s 
-Town,  on  the  Kennebec;  and  proceeded  with  great 
■difficulty  up  that  river.  Ihe  Kenoebec;has  a rapid 
ftream,  andnta.bdimm'and  ffidrert^iiiHny  places  are 
^ rocky. 
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rocky,  the  naTigation  is  continually  interrupted  by  falls, 

and  tiie  carrying  places  are  exceedingly  difficult.i 

In  this  palTage  the  batteaus  were  frequently  filled  with 
yvater,  and  overfet,  in  confequence  of  which  a part  of 
their  arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions,  were  fomef 
times  loll.  Befides  the  labour  of  loading  and  reload., 
ing  at  the  carrying  places,  they  were  obliged  to  car. 
ry  the  boats  upon  their  fhoulders.  The  great  carry, 
ing  place  was  about  twelve  miles  a*crofs,  which  w^as 
attended  with  much  labeur  and  fatigue.  That  part 
of  the  detachment  which  was  employed  in  managing 
the  batteaus,  marched  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
and  the  boats  and  men  being  difpofed  in  three  divi- 
fions,  each  divifion  encamped  together  every  night.— r 
The  march  by  land  was  not  more  eligible  than  the 

paflage  by  water. They  had  thick  woods,  deep 

fwamps,  difficult  mountains  and  precipices,  alternater 
ly  to  encounter,  nud  were  upon  occafions  obliged  to 
cut  their  way  through  the  thickets  for  miles  together. 
At  the  c.'irr)  ing  places  they  were  obliged  to  traverfe 
the  fame  ground  twice  over  heavy  loaded.  Frdm  all 
thefe  impediments  their  progrefs  was  of  courfe  very 
flow,  travelling  in  general  only  from  four  or  five  to 
nine  or  ten  miles  a day.  The  cenftant  and  fevere  fa- 
tigue caufed  many  of  them  to  fall  fick,  which  added 
to  their  hardfhips; — and  provifions  gr€W  at  laft  fo 
fcarce,  that  fome  of  the  men  eat  their  dogs,  and  what- 
ever elfc  of  any  kind  could  be  converted  into  food. — 
When  they  arrived  at  . the  head  of  the  Kennebec, 
which  is  upwards  pf  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
Gardiner’s  Town,  and  according  to  their  way  of  tra- 
velling, mud  have  been  much  more,  they  feat  back 
their  lick,  and  one  of  the  colonels  took  that  oppor> 
tunity  of  retDCttiog.wich.'his  whole  divifion,  under  the 
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pretence  of  the  fcarciety  of  provifions.  This  was  done 
without  the  confent  of  the  commander  in  chief,  who 
had  marched  forward  to  explore  the  W'ay.  By  this 
defertion,  and  the  fick  that  were  returned,  Arnold’s 
detachment  was  reduced  about  one  third  from  its  o- 
riginal  number.  They  however  proceeded  with  their 
ufual  conftancy,  and  having  croffedthe  heights  of  land, 
which  are  ridges  of  mountains  that  extend  quite  thro’ 
the  continent  called  heights,  they  at  laft  ai  rived  at  the 
head  of  the  river  Chandiece,  which  runs  thro’  Canada, 
and  hills  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  near  (^ichec.  — 
This  ridge  of  little  hills  feems  to  be  the  middle  of  the 
continent  in  thofe  parts;  for  as  foon  as  you  come  to 
thetopof  the  heights,  the  riverruns  towards thenorth, 
as  they  do  on  this  fide  towards  the  fouth.  This  little 
army  had  ftill  a great  way  to  march,  though  the  great- 
eft  hardlhips  were  now  over ; they  were  now  arrived 
at  the  inhabited  part  of  Canada,  where  they  found 
provjfions.  On  the  third  day  of  November,  an  ad- 
vanced party  returned  with  provifions,  and  they  foon 
after  came  to  an  houfe,  which  was  the  firft  they  had 
fecn  for  thirty-one  days ; having  fpent  the  whole  time 
in  traverfing  an  hideous  wildcrncfs,  without  ever  fee- 
ing an  human  face,  except  thofe  of  their  own  party. 
Their  march  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebec,  was 
almoft  ftreight  north  where  they  were  aproaching 
nearer  to  the  pole  every  ftage,  and  encountering  a 
fevere  winter  in  a cold  climate.  They  had  from  their 
falling  fhip  at  Bofton,  in  the  middle  of  September  tra- 
velled 365  miles  direflly  north,  fuppoCng  they  ha4 
travelled  in  a direft  line, — but  confidering  the  many 
turnings  and  windings  in  their  journey,  it  may  well 
be  fuppofed  that  they  marched  near  double  that  nura, 
her  of  miles.  ' ' 

The 
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' The  Canadians  receitedthcm  with  the  famegood  will 
that  Montgomery  and  his  corps  were  received  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Montreal;  they  fupplied  them  li- 
berally with  all  forts  of  provifions  and  neceffaries,  and 
rendered  them  every  ocher  afliftance  in  their  power. 
Arnold  publiftied  immediately  an  addrefs  to  the  peo- 
ple figned  by  General  Wafhineton,  of  the  fame  na- 
ture With  that  which  had  been  iffued  before  by  Ge- 
nerals Schuyler,  and  Montgomery.  They  Wr’re  invited 
to  join  with  the  other  colonics  in  an  inoUoluble  uni- 
on, and  to  range  themfclves  under  the  f.Aridaid  of  li- 
berty.  They  were  informed  in  this  addrefs  that  the 
armament  was  not  fent  into  the  province  to  plunder, 
but  to  proteft  and  animate  them ; — that  they  iliera- 
felves  were  enjoined  to  aft,  and  to  confider  themfelves 
as  in  the  country  of  their  beft  fricuds;  that  they  were 
therefore  requefted  not  to  defert  their  habitations, 
nor  to  fly  from  their  friends,  but  to  provide  them  with 
fuch  fupphes  as  their  conntry  afforded;  and  he  pled- 
ged  hirafelf  for  their  fafety  and  fecurity,  as  well  as  for 
an  ample  and  fatisfaftory  compenfaiioo.  The  recep- 
tion wlxicb  thefe  adventurers  met  with  from  tht  Ca. 
nadians,  fhews  plainly  chat  the  Englifh  governors  aad 
new  laws  were  not  popular  nor  acceptable  among 
them;  that -provided  the  fcalc  fhould  have  preponde- 
rated in  favour  of  the  colonifts,  they  wouid  not  have 
been  averfe  to  join  the  alfociation.  This  is  very  un- 
iike  the  fubftance  of  the  petition  that  was  fent  from 
Canada  to  obtain  an  eftablifhmcnt  of  the  French  lays, 
bnd  a repeal  of  the  Englifh  trials  by  ju-ics. 

7 The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this  time  in  a Hate  of 
great  weaknefs,  as  well  as  internal  difeontent  and  dif- 
jt^der.  The  Britifli  merchants  and  inhabitants  had 
been  for  a long  time  much  difgufled  and  diflTatisfied. 
f'-r  They 
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They  had  oppiifcd  the  Quebec  a£V,  and  fent  petiiions 
•to  iiuglana  upon  that  fubjeft,  which  had  beengriev- 
.ouily  rdeiitcd  by  theifown  ?overomeni,  and  froai 
that  period  they  faid  they  had  been  not  only  flighted 
and treated  with  iudifFnreaqe  but  even  regarded, widi 
an  apparent  eye  of'diftfuft  and  fufpicion.'  They  cona- 
- plainod  that  as  the  great  political  obije^^  in  that  coun> 
'try  was  to  attach  the  native  Canadians  inviolably  to 
government,  fo  the  French  noblcfle  ai>d  civil  ofBccrs 
became,  except  the  Brltilh  military,  the  only  favour- 
ites, and  thefe  having  acquired  the  raanners  and  alFec- 
tions  of  all  other'  omirtiers  and  favoui  iies,  fuffered  no 
occafion  to  pafs  of  •iofqlting  the  Englilhas  malecon- 
tents,  with  the  violence  of  their  zeal  and  the  ootrage- 
onfnefs  of  their  loyalty.  They  prefented  that  dicfc 
'new  courtiers  induftrioufly  brought- in ' qncftiotjs  up- 
on public  affairs  and  difeourt'es  upon  ..  government  in 
-their  company,  and  then  ‘ ccwifttued  that  freedom, 
which  the  native  Englilh  had  derivtdt  from  nature 
•and  habit,  as  well  from  the  prefent  difcoment, 
-as' proceeding  -rom  ill  defign  and  difaffeftion. — 
Their  complaints  uj>on  this  head  appear  to  have  had 
a real  foundation,' and  it  is  a proof . how  little  tliey 
were  either  milled  or  regarded,  that  when  the  troops 
were  fent  off  to  Montreal  and  the  Sorrel,  to  oppofe 
the  other  colonifls,  notwirhftanding  the  very  alarming 
(late  of  public  affairs,  and  that  city,  together  with 
the  property  which  theypofleflVdiu  it,  were  Icflcxpof- 
cd  without  a garrifon,  yet  when  they  applied  for  leavt 
to  be  embodied  as  a militia  for  its  defence,  fo  fal* 
were  government  from  complying  with  their  requeff, 
that  they  even  did  not  judge  them  worthy  of  an 
anfwer.  There  feems  to  have  been  an  uniformity  to 
the  meafures  of  government  in  all  parts  of  the  'em- 
pire, 
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pire  in  difobliging  and  offending  all  fueh  as  eitbeP 
•Whifpercd  or  hinted  their  regard  to  liberty  and  the 
conftifution.  1 he  nobicfle  and  * the  popifh  clergy, 
thefe  dupci  to  tyranny,  and  Jlaves'io  princes,  wercnotir 
become  the  favourites  of  the  Britifh  governiiicnt,  be- 
canfethey  were  known  to  be  friends  to  arbitrary 
power,  and  enemies  to  the  commem  rights  of  the 
people.  The  policy  of  our  court  in  this  prediK£Hon 
to  creatures  of  its  own  principles,  was  far  from  an-* 
•fwering  the  ends  which  it  had  in  view;  the  defigns 
of  the  miniftry  were  even  perceived  and  dHapproved 
by  the  meanell  French  peafant  in  Canada.  Nature, 
notwithlfanding  all  its  corruptions^  difpofes  mankind 
to  love  and  purfuc  liberty,  as  foon  as  they  perceive 
it,  through  all  the  ranks  and  degrees  of  fociety  ; and 
it  requires  a very  deep  draught  of  corruption  fo  to 
intoxicate  the  mind  as  to  make  men  love  flavery  and 
opprcllion,  when,  they  know  that  it  is  their  riglK 
to  be  free.  Penfioncd  cafuifts,  and  fuch  as  for  the 
^fake  of  lulls  or  worldly  interells,  have  given  up  confei- 
ence  and  have  loll  the  feelings  of  the  moral  fenfe# 
may  varnilh  the  rights  of  fovercings,  and  the  powcf 
of  princes  with  all  the  fine  colourings  of  fophillry  and 
deceit,  and  dignify  tyranny  and  opprclTion  in  the  hands 
of  monarchs  with  the  divine  epithets  of  the  powert 
that  be ^ or  the  ordinances  of  God:  but  common  fenfe 
will  teach  every  unprejudiced  fubjeft,  that  there  can 
be  no  powers  or  ordinance  derived  from  divine  au- 
thority  that  authorifes  a few  to  gratify  their  own  paf* 
fions  or  appetites,  at  tlie  expence  of  the  common- 
weal of  fociety.  What  on  all  occafions  would  deter- 
mine the  truth  of  thU  point,  would  be,  for  the  difpu- 
tantsto  change  fuuations,  and  the  friends  of  arbitrary 
power  to  become  fubje£l  to  it  in  the  hands  of  others. 
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A very  fliort  trial  would  foon  alter  their  fentiracnts.— ■ 
If  the  Deity  had  srer  inrended  a certain  form  of  go- 
vcmmeai  to  have  been  univerfally  adopted,  he  would 
have  certainly  pointed  it  out  in  fuch  a manner  as  it 
could  not  have  been  miftaVcn,  and  given  infallible 
marks  of  the  perfons  who  were  to  fuperintend  it.— 
But  as  this  is  not  the  cafe,  we  have  no  other  me- 
thod of  judging  concerning  governments,  but  that  of 
their  anfwcring  the  end  of  the  common-weal.  When 
they  anfwcr  this  end,  they  arc  from  heaven; — but 
when  they  deftroy  it,  they  proceed  from  another 
fource.  : . ■ . 

When  Arnold  arrived  at  Quebec,  the  inhabitants 
were  in  a wavering  fitnation;  the  EnglKh ' fubjefts 
were  difgufted,  and  the  French  were  potno  ‘ be  truft-' 
ed  with  the  defence  of  the  city.  ’ -Ulterfe'  were  no 
troops  of  any  fort  in  the  place  till  M‘Clean^s  new  raif-' 
td  emigrants  arrived  from  the  Sorrel.  < Some  marines, 
whom  the  Governor  ^d  fent  for  froth  Bofton,  were 
refufed  by  a naval  council  of  war,  on  acc-ount'  of'  the- 
latenefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the  danger  of  - navigation. 
The  militiihad  been  lately  embodied  by  the ‘Lieute- 
nant-governor, and  this  was-the  condition  bf  Quebec 
whem  Arnold  arrived  with  bis  party,  and  appeared  at 
Point  Levi,  oppofite  to  the  tOwn.  The  river  was  for- 
tunately between  them,  artd  the  boats  fecUred,  other- 
wife  it  appeared  highly  probable  that  tliey  would  have' 
become  mafters  of  it  in  the  hrft  fiirprifrand’confufton. 
This  defeft  in  a feW  days  was  fupplied  by  the  alacrity' 
of  the  Canadians,  who  fnppiied  them  with  canoes, 
and  they  effefted  their  pafoige  in  a dark  night,  not- 
withftanding  the  vigilance. of  the  armed  veflfels  and  fri- 
gates of  war  in  the  riwr.  The  critical  moment  was 
now  over,  and  the  inhabitauts  began  to  think  of 
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fccuring  tbclr  property;  the  difeontent^d,  both  Eng- 
liih  and  Canadians,  when  the  danger  prefied  them. 
Ignited  lor  tlieir  common  defence.  Had  the  city  beea 

taken  by  fnrprife,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  male- 
contents  would  have  joined  the  conquerors ; but  as  it 
was  now  doubtful  whether  they  fhould  fuccced  in 
their  enterprife.  they  conlidercd  it  as  the  wifeft  courfe 
tp  liold  with  thofe  who  had  the  poffelfion.  The  in- 
habitants .were  embodied  and  armed,  and  the  laiiors 
landed  from  the  fliips  to  attend  the  batteries  and  ferve 
the  guns.  The  belieged  were  confidcrably  iuperior 
in  number  to  the  befiegers,  and  Arnold  had  no  artil- 
Ifry. 

It  is  probable  that  Arnold  depended  upon  the  dif- 
affc£fion  of  the  inhabitants,  which  in  cafe  be  had  been 
able  to  have  taken  the  town  by  furprife,  might  have 
been  of  fervice  to  his  undertaking : but  being'  thfap- 
pointed  in  this  view,  there  wasnothir^  that  remained 
practicable  for  him  but  intercepting  the  roads,  and 
cutting  offtlrefappiies  till  Montgomery  Ihould  arrive. 
He  made  a (hew  for  fome  days  upon  the  heights  near 
(be  town,  and  fent  two  flags  to  lummon  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  they  were  flred  at,  and  Do  rndTage  admitted; 
Hpon  which  he  withdrew  his 'troops  into  quar- 
ters of  refreihment.  Confidering  their  long  and  wea- 
rifome  march,  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  they  -wcrc 
in  much  need  of  fome  reft  and  refreihment:  but  when 
We  reflect  upon  their  prefent  fituation,  it  muft  fuggclt 
that  their  reft  would  be  far  from -being  very  rcfrelh- 

ing- 

After  Montgomery  had  received  large  fupplies  of 
all  nccelTarics  for  his  men  at  Montreal,  and  clothed 
and  refrclhed  his  little  army,  he  fet  forward  to  Que- 
bec. Tho’  appearances  were  greatly  on  bis  fide  at 

this 
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this  time,  his  fnuation  was  far  from  being  agreeable.  • 
Continunl  difficuKies,  and  encreafing  hardlhips  attend- 
ed him,  that  nothing  Icfs  could  have  furmounted  than 
bis  own  enterpriling  genius.  The  difficulty  of  go- 
verning an  army  compofed  wholly  of  new  foldiers, 
and  thefe  led  direftly  from  their  civil  employments  to 
the  field,  even  fnppofingthemraifed  in  old  countries, 
and  where  fubordination  is  the  moft  perfectly  efta- 
bliffied,  will  be  conceived  by  thofe  who  are  the  leaft 
converfant  in  military  affairs.  Montgomery’s  troops 
we  re  compofed  of  men  the  moft  unaccuftomed,  and 
who  from  principles  and  habit,  and  manner  of  life, 
were  the  moft  averfe  to  onr  ideas  of  military  fubordi- 
nation, of  any  people  whatfoever.  I cannot  howe- 
ver agree  with  thofe  who  affirm,  that  they  are  a peo- 
ple from  habit  and  principle,  and  manner  of  life  the 
moft  averfe  to  every  idea  of  fubordination,  of  any  ci- 
vilized people  in  the  world.  This  certainly  is  not 
the  cafe,  for  they  then  did  and  have  fince  volun- 
tarily fubmitted  to  all  the  rules  of  military  order  and 
difeipline.  Had  not  the  army  which  followed  Mont- 
gomery been  influenced  with  foine  more  powerful 
principle  than  it  was  poffible  for  his  genius  to  infpire 
them  with,  they  would  never  have  endured  the  fa- 
tigues, undergone  the  hardftiips,  and  encountered 
the  dangers  which  they  voluntarily  went  through.—- 
It  was  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  the  animating  influence  of 
freedom,  and  love  of  independency  of  a government 
which  they  conceived  tended  to  enflave  them,  that' 
operated  more  powerfully  than  the  genius  of  Mont- 
gomery. It  can  eafily  be  conceived  that  as  they  join- 
ed Montgomery  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  knew  the 
nature  of  the  expedition  they  were  going  upon,  that* 
they  had  refolved  to  undergo  the  dangers  and  hard- 
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fhrps  which  atttendcd  it,  in  hopes  of  promoting  the 
great  end  which  the  colonifts  had  in  view.  When 
military  men  lerve  from  principle,  and  are  aftuatedby 
confeience,  there  w'ill  be  liitle  need  for  that  fevere 
difcipline  which  is  neceffary  to  be  praftifed  among 
thofe  that  arc  either  forced  into  the  fervice,  or  enter 
into  it  from  principles  of  idlenefs,  love  of  plunder,  or 
other  fimilar  bafe  principles.  The  Roman  foldicrs,  in  1 
the  time  of  the  common-wealth,  while  virtue  was  pre-  i 
dominant  in  the  empire,  witl.out  force  or  conftrainr, 
ferved  their  country,  and  maintained  good  dicipline 
from  mutual  choice:  the  foldicrs,  who  were  free 
Romans,  and  bad  an  inrerefl  in  the  In  ppinefs  of  iheip 
country,  as  well  as  as  the  officers,  endured  hardffiips 
and  encountered  dangers,  not  from  force,  but  bc- 
caufe  they  confidercd  tbemfelves  members  of  the 
common  wealth,  and  mutual  ffiarers  of  the  honours 
and  privileges  which  they  were  fighting  for,  with  the 
greatefi;  fenators  of  Rome.  The  provincial  troops 
did  not  follow  Montgomery  to  Canada  for  the  fake  of 
plunder,  or  from  any  wanton  define  of  laying  wafte  the 
country,  but  to  prevent  government  from  making  ufe 
of  the  forces  in  that  quarter,  in  diftreffing  the  back 
fettlemeuts  of  the  New  England  provinces,  they  had 
therefore  determined  with  tbemfelves  before  their 
fetting  out.  to  ohferve  afirift  difcipline,  as  true  friends 
of  liberty,  avoiding  all  licentioufnefs  and  diforders.  ' 

General  Carleton  arrived  at  Quebec  near  about 
the  time  that  Arnold’s  detachment  had' retired  from 
its  neighbourhood,  and  immediately  took  fuch  mca- 
fures  for  its  defence,  as  were  fuitable  to  that  charac- 
ter, which  he  had  fufiained  as  a military  officer. — He 
firft  obliged  all  thofe  with  there  families  to  leave  the 

town  who  refafed  to  take  up  arms  in  its  defence. 

The 
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The  garrifon  including  all  orders  v/ho  did  duty,  con- 
lifted  of  about  1500  men,  a number  totally  unequal 
to  the  defence  of  fuch  cxtcnfive  works,  provided  they 
had  been  attacked  by  a powerful  force,  fupporTed 
with  things  ncceflary  for  a ficge.  The  befiegers 
were  not  more  numerous  than  the  befieged,  and  were 
but  ill  provided  for  fuch  an  arduous  undertaking ; 
their  artillery  was  too  light  and  trifling  to  demolifli 
fuch  works  as  defended  Quebec.  Nothing  could 
have  rendered  their  fuccefs  probable,  except  a divi- 
fion  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  *r  a ludden 
attack  to  liave  thrown  them  into  confufion. 

The  troops  in  the  town,  except  one  company  of 
the  7th  regiment,  which  had  cfcaped  being  taken,  and 
were  principally  recruits,  were  only  a new  raifed  mi- 
litia, unacquainted  with,  and  Icarcely  trained  to  any 
form  of  military  difcipline;  fo  that  the  troops  on  both' 
ftdes  might  have  been  confidersd  as  nearly  equal  in 
their  charafters.  The  principal  defence  of  the  town 
relied  in  lome  marines  and  about  450  feainen,  belong- 
ing to  the  King’s  frigates,  and  the  mercb.ant  (hips 
that  wintered  in  the  harbour.  Thefe  being  actuf- 
♦onied  to  the  management  rf  the  great  guns,  and  the 
ready  manoeuvre  of  that  fort  of  exercife,  were  the 
real  llrengtit  ot  the  garrifon.  There  was  however  a 
great  dilference  in  the  intrepidity  of  both  the  troops 
andollicers  of  the  parties;  the  towns-men  were  not 
all  ucll  .iflefled  to  the  Governor;  for  though  they 
had  through  necefllty  taken  up  arms,  for  fear  of  f me 
ill  confequences,  or  bccaufe  they  thought  it  inqioflt- 
b!e  for  the  provincials  to  take  the  town,  yet  in  their 
hearts  they  wilhed  well  to  their  caufe,  and  would  not 
have  been  ill  plealed  if  they  had  fuceeded  The  a- 
thcr  had  marched  with  the  llrongell  rtfoluiion  to  ful- 
fil . 
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fil  the  end  for  which  they  were  fcnt,  and  were  in  ge- 
neral of  an  intrepid  and  daring  difpofiiion. 

Montgomery,  having  left  fome  troops  in  Montreal 
and  the  forts,  and  fcnt  detachments  into  the  diflercnt 
parts  of  the  province  to  encourage  the  Canadians,  as 
Well  as  to  forward  fupplies  of  provilions  and  neceffa- 
ries,  puQied  on  with  as  many  men  as  could  be  fpared, 
and  luch  artillery  as  he  could  procure,  to  join  Ar- 
nold. Their  march  was  in  winter,  through  bad  roads, 
in  afevere  climate,  beneath  the  fall  of  the  fit  ft  fnows, 
and  therefor^  made  under  great  hardlhips;  which 
they  however  encountered  wiih  equal  refolution,  and 
arrived  with  incredible  expedition  at  Quebec. 

It  was  upon  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  December 
when  Montgomery  appeared  before  the  towm,  w'hea 
he  wrote  a letter  to  the  Governor,  magnifying  his 
ownftrengih,  ftating  the  wcaknefs  of  the  garrilon, 
Ihewingthe  impolTiblity  of  relief,  and  recommending  an 
immediate  furrender,  to  avoid  the  confequences 
which  muft  attend  a ftorm,  from  viftorious  troops  ir- 
ritated with  the  injurious  treatment  which  they  had 
in  various  inftances  received  at  their  hand.  The  flag 
which  carried  this  letter  was  fired  at,  as  well  as  every 
other  wliich  was  fent,  fo  that  all  communication  was 
totally  forbidden  between  the  befiegers  and  the  inha- 
bitants, by  the  Governor.  Notwithftanding  of  this 
drift  guard,  Montgomery  found  other  racams  to  con- 
vey a letter  of  the  fame  nature  and  import  into  the 
town  ; but  this  had  no  effeft  upon  the  Governor,  who 
remained  firm  and  inflexible,  infpite  of  all  threaten- 
ings.  It  appears  fomewhat  of  a ftrange  adventure  in 
lyiontgoraery,  to  invert  a fortified  place  with  a num- 
ber of  troops  not  fuperior  to  thofe  that  defended  itj 
cither  in  quantity  or  quality.  His  only  profpefl  o£ 
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fuccefs  fccms  to  ha?e  depended  upon  tlie  efFeft 
which  his  warlike  preparations  and  the  violence  of 
his  attack  might  have  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  who  being  haflily  embodied  were  but  a very 
motley  garrifon ; or  in  cafe  he  ihould  fail  in  an  afllmit 
to  weary  them  out  with  continued  and  falfe  alarms. — 
He  accordingly  commenced  a bombardment  with  five 
fmall  mortars,  which  continued  for  fomc  days,  and 
might  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  ftrnck  terror  into 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  have  intimidated  the 
town  into  a furrender;  but  the  intrepidity  of  the 
Governor,  fupported  by  the  bravery  of  the  general 
officers,  and  the  aftivity  of  the  feamen  and  marines, 
prevented  this  effe£V.  The  garrifon  in  general  behaved 
with  great  bravery,  and  nobly  followed  the  example 
of  their  officers,  and  endured  incommodities,  wants 
and  dirtreffes  incident  to  fo  long  a fiege,  with  w'onder- 
ful  fteadfaflnefs  and  refolution. 

General  Montgomery  in  a few  days  opened'  a fix 
gun  battery,  about  700  yards  diftance  from  the  walls, 
but  this  raetal  was  too  light  to  produce  any  confider- 
ablc  effeft.  The  walls  of  Quebec  were  not  fo  cafily 
battered  down  as  to  give  way  to  fuch  a feeble  force 
as  that  of  a few  fmall  pieces,  more  adapted  to  the 
field  than  fitted  for  a fiege.  Meanwhile  the  fnow  lay 
deep  upon  the  ground,  and  fuch  was  the  feverity  of 
the  climate,  that  human  nature  feemed  incapable  of 

withftanding  its  force  in  the  opeirfield. The 

bardlhips  of  the  provincials,  both  arifing  from  the  fea- 
fon  and  the  fmallnefs  of  their  numbers,  feemed  incre- 
dible, and  could  only  be  endured  through  an  enduifi- 
hftic  adherence  to  their  caufe,  and  the  affe6fionate  e- 
ftcem  they  had  for  their  general,  who  bore  fatigue  and 
encountered  danger  equally  with  " themfelves.  This 
‘ conftaocy 
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ftancy  was  likely  to  fail,  provided  the  evil  (hould  cn* 
creafe  or  continue  too  long,  human  nature  mull  have 
yielded  to  difficulties  which  were  totally  unfupport- 
able  in  their  then  lituation.  An  excufe  for  rclin* 
quilhing  this  projeft  was  foon  likely  to  happen,  as  the 
time  was  near  expired  for  which  every  man  of  the 
foldiers  had  been  lifled ; and  it  was  mofl:  likely  that 
the  feelings  of  nature,  and  the  future  profpeft  of  dan- 
ger would  prevail  over  their  enthufialm,  and  make 
them  take  the  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of  re- 
turning home  according  to  their  agreement.  Thi? 
would  have  totally  broke  up  Montgomery’s  little  ar- 
my. The  New  York  troops  felt  the  feverityof  the  cli- 
mate, and  did  not  fhew  fo  much  fteadinefs  and  perfeve- 
rence,  as  the  hardy  New  Englandmen  who  had  tra- 
verfed  the  defart  with  Arnold.  Thefe  fhewed  an  a- 
mazing  conllancy  and  intrepidity.  Montgomery  ia 
thefe  circumftances  found  that  fomething  decifive  be^* 
boved  immediately  to  be  done,  otherwife  the  benefit 
of  his  part  fuccefs  and  labour,  would  be  in  a great 
meafure  loft  to  the  caufe  he  was  engaged  in,  and  his 
fame  and  reputation,  whichnowfhonc  with  thegreateft 
luftre,  would  be  dimmed,  if  not  totally  obfeured.  He 
knew  that  the  Americans  depended  greatly  upon  bis 
conduft  and  valour,  and  would  confidor  Quebec  as 
good  as  taken  as  foon  as  they  heard  that  he  was  ar- 
rived before  it,  and  that  the  higher  their  expeftation* 
Were  raifed,  the  more  grievous  the  difappoSntment 
would  be  to  them,  in  cafe  the  undertaking  was  fru- 
ftrated.  Their  confidence  of  fucctfs  was  founded 
upon  the  high  opinion  which  they  held  of  his  cou- 
rage and  ability : to  forfeit  that  opinion  was  to  him 
the  worftof  all  poffible  confcquences.  To  ftorra  the 
«ity  with  an  army  notfuperior  to  the  garrifop  w hich 
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defended'  it,  fcodfideHhg  alfo  the  ^latunil  (Irength  bf 
the  place,  which,  in  the  common  way  of  fpeaking, 
reckoned  impregnable,  was  a derpcrate  undertaking; 
But  perfons  who  hate  thehr 'minds  pofleffed  with  the 
romantic  ideas  of  honour  in  war,  felddm  eftimate  dan- 
ger by  the  (hrift  rules  • 6f  prudence  j bUt  provided 
the  honOnirs  in  view  be  great,  feldom  attend  minute- 
ly td  the  dangers  which  lye  in  the  way  of  the  bbjeft. 
In  the  biftbry  of  military  achievetiientS  in  all  ages  we 
find  that  the  fnccefs  bf  greit  att’Cmpts  have  depended 
bpon  a noble  contempt  of  forms  and  ordinary  calcu- 
lations. Prbvidc'icc.  in  contcriipt  of  hUmaii  pride, 
'ever  was,  and  ever  tfrill  be,  the  gteat  Irliiter  in  war; 
Montgomery  depending  mUdh  upon  fbftune,  and  al- 
io upon  the  nature  and  difpofition  of  the  garrifon,' de- 
termined on  a defperate  attempt  tb  carry  the  place  by 
fcaling  tbe  walls. 

As  in  the  mbft  perFe^t  ifociety  Upbh  earth  there 
have  been  found  traitors,  fo  iU  this  army  of  provinci- 
als there  were  fome  who  betrayed  the  ptirpofes  of 
the  general  tb  the  gafrifon  of  (^ebec.4— > — Some  dc- 
fcricrs,  either  through  defign,  or  to  make  their  peace 
with  live  governor^  informed  the  bcfieged  of  thede- 
fign  of  the  general.  This  he  was  fortunate  enough 
' tb  perceive.  From  the  motions  of  the  tbwnfmen,  who 
had  Hot  only  been  informed  of  his  defign  in  general, 
but  of  the  particular  manner  of  carrying  it  into  exe- 
cution. I'his  unfortunate  circumftance  difconcerted 
his  whole  plan,  and  made  him  change  his  difpofitions, 
%hich  had  a confiderable  influence  on  the  fncceeding 
events.  Had  he  fucceeded  in  his  firfl  fcheme,  and 
made  good  a lodgment  in  the  city  in  any  part  that 
was  unguarded,  there  would  have  been  a feverc 
ftruggle  for  the  pofleffion  of  it,  and  it  is  nor  impro- 
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bable  that  Quebec  would  have  been  taken,  notvnth- 
ftaoding  the  vigilance  and  aftivity  of , the  Governor. 
Montgomery  being  fruftrated  in  his  plan  of  operadcm, 
proceeded  to  attack  the  town  according  to  a new 
plan.  Upon  the  lad  day  of  the  year  1775,  and  un- 
der the  coyer  of  a violent  (lorra  of  fnow,  he  proceed- 
ed to  this  arduous  attempt.  Having  difpofed  his  little 
army  into  four  divihons,  ;of  which  two  carried  on 
falfe  attacks  agaiod  the  upper-town,  whiid  himfelf 
and  Arnold  conduced  two  real  ones  againd  oppoGte 
parts  of  the  town.  By  this  > means  the  alarm  was 
geueral,  in  both  towns,  and  might  have  difconcerted 
the  mod  experienced  troops.  From  the  fide  of  the 
liver  St.  Lawrence,  and  round  to  the  Balon,  e- 
very  part  ieemed  equally  threatened  and  equally  in 
danger. 

About  five  o’clock^  Montgomery,  at  the  head  of 
the  New  York  troops,';  advanced  againd,  the  lower 
- town,  at  a place  called  Aunce  de  Mere  under  Cape 
Diamond:  but  for  fome  difficulties  which  bad  inter- 
vened in  his  approach,,  the  fignal  for  engaging  had 
been  given,  and  the  garrifon  alarmed  before  he  could 
reach  the  place.  He  notwithdanding  prejOfed  on  in  a 
narrow  file  upon  a fcanty  path,  with  a precipice  to 
the  river  on  one  Gde,  and  an  hanging  above  him  which 
in  a manner  projefled  over  him.  Having  feized  and 
pafied  the  Grd  barrier,  accompanied  by  a few  of  his 
braved  men  and  officers,  he  marched  boldly  at  the 
head  of  his  detachment  to  attack  the  fecond.  This 
was  much  dronger  than  the  fird,  and  had  feveral  can- 
non loaded  with  grape  (hot.  From  this  much  execu- 
tion was  done  upon  the  adailants;  both  the  cannon 
and  mufketry  were  well  direftcd,  and  from  this  bar- 
rier or  battery  Montgomery  was  killed,  and  iinHiKd 
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his  military  career;  he  fell  together  with  his  aid-de- 
camp,  and  feveral  officers;  and  the  moft  of  ihofc  that 
were  near  his  perfon  lay  dead  npon  the  fpot.  Upon 
the  tall  of  Montgomery,  the  command  devoUed  up- 
on one  Campbell,  who  retired  immediately,  without 

making  any  further  attempt  to  proceed. It  was 

thought  by  the  colonilts  that  Campbell  yielded  too 
eafily  to  the  impreffioo,  and  that  had  he  continu- 
ed the  attack  as  refolutely  as  Montgomery  began  it, 
as  they  were  now  clofe  at  the  battery,  and  nught 
have  taken  it  with  linle  lofs,  that  the  town  would 

have  fallen  into  their  hands. For  as  Arnold  was 

gaining  ground  in  that  quarter  which  he  attacked,  had  < 
Campbell  pufhed  the  attack  as  he  tdight  have  done,  it 
. would  have  prevented  the  Governor  from  employing 
the  forces  in  that  part  of  the  town  againd  Arnold’s  di- 
vifion,  which  were  already  viftorious,  and  would  have 
diftrafted  the  townfmen,  that  they  would  not  have  had 
time  to  have  paid  attention  to  the  progrefs  of  the  other 
divifion  of  the  provincials,  ‘ 

While  thihgawere  carried  oh  m this  quarter  as  has 
be^  mentioned,  Arnold  was  not  idle  in  pufhing  mat- 
ters'as  far  as  he  could  in  the  depanment  afOgned 
to  him.  With  an  intrepidity  that ' would  have  done 
honour  to  the  mod  veteran  troops,  this  divifion  at- 
tacked that’ part  of  the  town  called  the  Sant  aut  Mate- 
lot,  and  having  penetrated  through  St.  Roques,  they 
auadeed  a well  defepded  battery,  which  they  carried 
after  ah  hour’s  (harp  engagement  with  conCderable 
lofs.  It  was  Imre  that  their ' commander  was  wound- 
ed, his  leg  was  fhatteredby  a (hot,  and  they  were  o- 
bligcd  t.0. carry  him  to  the  camp;  but  thefe  troops 
did  not  retreat  hadily  upon  the  departure  of  the  com- 
mauder,  as'thc  Kew-Tork' detachment  did;  his  place 
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wasfuppliedby  other  ojE^ccfs,,  who  with  no  Ie(s  ia<; 
trcpidity  carried  on  the  attack,  and  the  poen  &ewe4 
R refoimion  on  thaf  occahon  equal  to  the  olded  and 
niofl  regular  forces.  They  were  as  yet  igaorunt  o£ 
Montgomery’s  mUfortune»  and  were  fo  far  frpni  being 
dqe£led  with,  their  own,,  that  diey  pu&ed,  pn  with 
greater  vigour,  an4  made  rhemfelyes  m^ers  of  ano- 
ther battery,  Ha<^  alt  the  provincial  troops^  on  this 
pccafion  been  equal  to  thofe  of  New  England^  uot~ 
wichhanding  all  the  misfortunes  they  fuflaincd  by  the 
lols  of  their  general  officers,  they  would  certainly 
have  taken  the  town  that  very  day.  The  New  York 
forces  certainly  behaved  but  ill  in  precipitately  re- 
treating upon  the. death  of  their  Gener^  for  had 
they  continued  to  hayc  made  a diverfipa  in  that  part 
pf  the  town  where  they  were  appointed  to  ferve,  they 
would  have^  prevented  the  garrifon  froip  artacking  j 
Arnold’s  party  in  the  rear,  which  would  have  been 
v't  great  confequcnce. 

Upon  Campbell’s  retreat,  the  garrifon  had  now  time 
to  turn  their  whole  auention  to  Arnold’s  divifion,  and 
perceived  they  had  now  an  pccafion  offered  of  cutting 
their  retreat  off.  The  fiiuation  of  the  affailants  wrs 
now  fuch  that  in  attempting  a retreat,  .they  had  to 
pafs  a confiderable  way  within  fifty  yards,  .of  the 
walls,  ex[  ofed  to  the  whple  fire  of  the  g^rifop, , And 
what  rendered  their  fate  inevitable  wrs^  a confidera- 
ble detachment  with  feycral  field  pieces  iffued  thro* 
a gate  which  commanded  that  paffiige,  and.  atta.ckcd 
them  fiirloufly  in  the  rear,  while  they  were,  already 
fully  employed  in  every  other  part,  by  the  troops 
which  poured  upon  them  in  every  other  quarter.  In 
thefc  defperate  circumftances,  without  a pofljbiligr  of 
pfeape,  attacked  oo  all  fides,  and  under  fvery  difad-  j 

vantage  ‘ ' 
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Vaoiaga  of  groiaui,  as  well  as  uarabers,  they  oblHp 
tia^ly  defeoded  themfelves  foe  three  hours,  and  at 
Correndered  prifooera  of  war.  A greater  iaflaoce 
of  bravery  h^^  not  been  exhibited  by  any  veteran 
troops  on  aimoll  any  occafiqn,  and  provided  they  had 
not  been  under  the  predicament  of  rebellion,  would 
hatre  had  the  hpnotu'  of  being  extolled  as  the  greateil 
heroes  in  the  Gazette.  The  governor  treated  the 
prifonen  with,  great  human ity>  and  it  was  thought  a 
ithit)g  more  exf^aordinary  that  he  purfued  fuch  leni- 
tive meaiures,  (peing.  he  had  beep  long  habituated  to 
the  fcycrity  of  4 pulkary  life.  TbiSj  o^:if«rvation  fug, 
gefts  an  idea  ip  np  wUe  fdeodty  to,  thofe  who  alTume  p 
nulitary  chara^ler,  and  purfne  war  a?  a profelBoo;—- 
fuch  a manner  of  life  hardens  the  bomaa  heart,  and 
renders  the  feelings,  of  the  fonj  callous  to  the.  pains 
and  dUlrelTes^  of  our  feUiow-creacure#.,  The  profei^n 
of  arms  ought  ceruioly  only  to  ocpafional,  w^a 
tl^e  is  a l^ciaL  call  to  defend  ourieives  and  property; 
againlt  uojud  claims  and  alEiults^ — but  k ought  ne- 
tKt.  to  \k  the  ftudy  of  a man’s  life,  and  the  condam; 
tj^me  of  hij.  prafike,  . Such  as  go  volunteers  tq 
^re%o  wars^  in  which  they  arc  in  no  wife  interefted, 
pnly  for  the  ' lake  of  feeing  to  fixed  blood,  ,c^ 
only  be  confidcred  as  profefEonal  butchers,  going  a- 
broad  to  lea|rn  * their  budipefs. — —After  the  dea^b  of 
enmity  againfi  him  arifing  from  pprtjF 
poimofity  ceafed,  an4  rcfpeil  to  his  private  charafier 
peesaijed  oyer  pvery.  pcher  . cpnfideratipn;  his  dead|r 
•lo4y.:^pejy9jd:, every  pofliblc  mark  of  diftinfHon  froni 
the  viflors,  and.was  interred  at  Quebec  with  all 

tl'W  h)  a brave  foidier.  f By 
CQtppafing  thp  different  accoput^  and  circomfiances 
59  the  proyii^ais  m 
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killed,'  wounded,  and  prifoners,  did  not  lofc  fewer 
than  half  of  their  number.  This  appear  from  a let- 
ter of ‘General  Arnold;  written  foon  after,— which 
Hates  their  remaining  number  at  only  700  men. 

Thus  fell  Richard  Montgomery  in  the  canfe  of  li- 
berty, fighting  as  he  bcheTed,  and  as  onbiafled  reafoq 
will  in  after  ages  determine,  for  the  rights  of  hn- 
man  nature  and  of  his  country,  agairift  the  illegal  en- 
^bachments  of 'a  BmHh  minrftfyj  who  'by  miileadiog 
their  mod  gracious  Sovereign,  the  rightful  prince  and 
inonarch  of  a vaft  empire,  procured  by  the  energy  of 
fom'e  inviCblc  influence,  the  fanftidri  of  legiflativc  au- 
thority, to  opprefs  the  fubjefts,  contrary  to  the  faod- 
aihctUal  ftatutes  of  a noble  and  well-poifcd  conftttu- 
tiqn.— He  died  in  mcmern  ftile,  a rebel,  but  no  other- 
wife  deferred  that  cHarafter  than  Ruffel  and  Sidney, 
names  which  will  evdr  live,  while  there' arc  any  per- 
fons  firing  who  vtdoe  the  glorious  Revolmion,  and  love 
hTierry.  He  was  a gentleman  of  a good  family  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  ferved  with  reputation  in 
ihe  laft  'war  with  France  and  Spain;  He  fell  in  the 
pyirae'of  lifc,  nioch  lamented  by  his  friends,  and  even 
pfaifed  by.  his  enemfes.  His^  mariy  ^'and ' exc'cBcnt 
(^alities,  and  agreeable  difpofitioh,  had  procured  him 
an  uncommon  Ihare  'of  both  public  and  privatef  efteclii,' 
arid  there  whs  perhaps  no  perfon  engaged  bn  the 
fame  fide,  and  few  on  either,  whofe  lofs'wotild  have 
bc^  rnore  regretted  both  in  Bntara  arid  America.— 
He  was  a real  and  firm  lover  oPtlibertyl*  and  *hisi  cnc- 
mics'ebuid  never  with  juftice  aricufe  hmt  of  being 
.friend  tb  licentiourncfs;  he  had'ffudied  and  ondrfi' 
ftobd  the  true  principles  of  > liberty,' 'believed' thrif' 
real  value,  and  counted  nothing  'tori  dcarMn  lupport- 
?ng  of  them.  . He  married  a lady^  And  purebaied  arif 
' •’  ' eflate 
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cflate  in  New  7ork , and  on  this  account  was  induced 
toconGderbimfelf  as  American.  When  he  perceived 
the  meafures  of  the  Britiih  miniilry  with  regard  to 
his  country  direftiy  overturning  what  he  believed  to 
be  the  colony  conftitution,  he  Joined  in  oppoGng 
them,  not  from  wrath,  but  principle.  He  was  led 
. from  fentiment  and  full  perfuaGon,  that  it  was  his  du- 
ey  to  quit  the  fweets  of  an  eafy'  fortune,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a loved  and  philofopbic  rural  life,  with  the 
higheil  domeftic  felicity,  to  take  a fhare  in  all  the  mi- 
' feries  and  dangers  of  thofe  troubles  which  have  been 
already  fo  baneful  to  the  empire.  He  had  undoubt- 
edly great  military  abilities,  though  in  the  attempt  in 
which  he  fell  he  was  unfucccfsful. ' It  is  much  to  be 
lamented  that  a man  of  fo  great  abilities,  and  fo  well 
formed  to  fupporthhe  glory  of  his  country,  Ihould 
have  fallen  in  a moll  unnatural  civil  cboteft.  In  Ame- 
' rica  he  was  revered  and  extolled  as  a martyr  to  the 
caufe  of  human  nature  and  the  libenies  of  mankind. 
What  was  more  extraordinary,  the  moll  eminent  ora- 
tors in  the ‘Britifli  fenare,  difplayed  their  eloquence 
* in  praifmg  his  virtues  and  lamenting  his  fate.  A great 
fpeakcr,  whofe  eloquence  has  often  been  admired,  a 
veteran  fellow  foldier  of  Montgomery  in  the  late  war, 
filed  abundance  of  tears  whilll  he  expatiated  on  their 

■ paG  friendlhip  and  participation  of  fcrvice  in  that  fea- 
fon  of  enterprife  and  glory.  Even  the  minifter  ex- 

■ tol'cd  his  virtues,  whilll  he  condemned  the  rebellious 
caufe  they  were  employed  in,  and  the  fatal  elTe^ls 

■ which  their  millaken  application  had  produced.  In 
this  praife  of  the  minifter  there  is  fomething  exceed- 
ingly myfterious,  for  itfuppofes  what  can  never 'hap- 

' pen,  namely,  that  virtue  can  be  applied  to -rebellious 
porpofes.  When  a man  is  really  engaged  in-  what  is 
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truly  rebellion,  that  which  fome  people  xaii  Tircne 
no  more  than  Ticious  exertions  of  the  mind  agaii^ 
tru’h.  If  Montgomery's  application  of  the  pofwers 
of  his  mind  and  body  was  employed  in  fupportmg 
rebellion,  in  the  trhe  fenie  of  the  word^  indead  of  be- 
ing reckoned  ?irtuous^  he  ought  to  hate  been  ac* 
counted  a perfon  delHtute  of  all  true  fenfe  of  moral 
Tinuci  But  it  wohid  appear  that  the  minider  bad  a 
diSerent  opinion-  and  mud  hate  had  fome  fafpicion  of 
the  exidence  of  Montgomery’s  rebellion. 

Gorernor  Carleton  and  his  officers  acquired  great 
honour  by  the  defeuce  they  made,  and  the  behaviour 
of  the  garrifon  would  have  done  honour  to  veteran 
troops.  It  flicws  how  far  the  example  of  a few  brave 
officers  will  operate  to  render  the  rawed  and  word 
formed  troops  Bcfpe^uble.  The  Governor  is  allow- 
ed on  all  hands  to  be  one  of  the  drd  military  tharac- 
;tcrsofthe  age,  and  on  thisoecanon  he  by  no  mean? 
tarniihed  the  reputation  he  had  tormerly  acquired; 

After  the  unAiccefsful  attack  oi  Quebec,  the  be- 
iiegers  immediately  quitted  their  camp,  and  retire^ 
about  three  miles  out  of  the  city,  wher;.  they  fecured 
and  drengthened  their  quarters  as  Well  as  they  were 
able,  being  apprchcnfive  of  an  attack  from  the  garri- 
fon ; but  the  one  was  as  unde  for  purfuing.  as  the  0- 
thers  were  to  have  endured  a fevere  attack.  The 
Governor  wifely  contented  himfeif  with  the  nnex- 
pe^ed  advantage  he  bad  obtained,  without  hazard-^ 
iug  the  fate  of  the  province,  and  perhaps  of  America, 
by  a radi  and  uncertdin  cnterprife.  The  city  wa? 
now  out  of  danger,  and  the  great  fuccours  which 
were  ezpe^ed  would  not  fail  to  relieve  the  whole 
province.  Arnold,  who  now  commanded  iu  chiefs 
upon  the  death  of  Montgomery  was  far  from  being 
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in  ah  eligibk  fituadoA;  the  climate  wa$  uncotmnohly- 
cold  and  the  weather  fetcre ; the  hope  of  affiftance ' 
was  didant,  and  Ibe  arriral  of  fnccoars  of  confe-' 
qucnce  flow.  Notwithftandtng  the  provincials  With, 
an  aftoniflihig  perleverance  bore  every  hardftip.*— — 
They  had  loft  their  commander  in  chief,  the  heft  of 
their  oflkers,  and  feme  of  the  bravcft  of  their  men, 
with  a part  of  their  firtall  artillery;  they  could  not  de- 
pend upon  the  Canadians,  who  ficklenefs  rendered 
it  unfafc  to  depend  upon,  and  whom  fuccefs  or  difap- 
pointraent  Were  equally  ready  to  infloence.  In  fuch 
a fituation,  it  required  no  fmall  (hare  of  addrefs  and 
aftivity  to  keep  together  fuch  an  army,  where  their 
hopes  were  fmall  and  their  danger  multiplying.  Ge- 
neral Arnold,  who  had  hitherto  difplayed  uncommon 
abilities  in  his  march  into  Canada,  difeovered  on  this 
Occafion  the  utmoft  vigour  of  a determined  mind,  and 
a genius  foil  of  refources.  Wounded  and  defeated' 
as  he  was,  he  put  his  troops  m fuch  a condition  as  to 
keep  them  ftill  formidable;  and  inftead  of  appear-- 
ing  as  one  who  had  met  with  a defeat,  he  continued 
to  threaten  the  city,  by  turning  the  fiege  into  a block- 
ade, and  effe^lually  to  obftruft  the  arrival  of  all  fup- 
plies  of  provifions  and  neceffaries  into  the  town.  He 
difpatched  an  exprefsto  General  Woofter,  -who  Was 
sit  Montreal,  to  bring  fuccours,  and  take  upon  him 
the  comra-and ; but  as  this  was  not  immediately  to  be 
done,  he  fupported  himfelf  againft  the  difficulties  that 
furrounded  him  with  the  force  which  he  had.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  whole  of  his  operations,  that  the  Go-- 
vernor  confidered  it  as  a dangerous  expedient  to  at- 
tack Arnold  in  the  open  field,  though  he  bad  near 
double  the  number  of  his  forces,  and  that  provided  it 
had  been  in  the  power  of  General  Woofter  to  have 
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fent  a fuitable  reiaforcemeot,  the  fate  of  (^cbec 
would  have  ftUl  been  doubtful.  ••  Had  not , Arnold  . 
been  wounded,  aotwitblfandiug  the  death  of  Mouc- 
gomery,  it  is  not  improbable  that  Quebec  would 
have  been  taken  that  evening.  It  was  certainly  a 
bold  adventure  for  fo  few  troops  to  make  fuch  a dar. 
ing  atuck  upon  a fortified  place,  by  many  reckoned 
impregnable  againd  any  force  whatfoever. 

'ibe  march  of  the  New  England  troops  from  Gar- 
diner’s Town  to  Quebec,  may  be  confidered  as  one 
of  thofe  amazing  exertions  of  condud  and  intrepidity, 
which  could  only  be  undertaken  by  a great  mind,  and 
executed  by  a people  willing  to  fubmit  to  every  hard- 
{hip  for  the  fake  of  ireedom  and  liberty.  A multi- 
tude of  men,  pofTeifed  of  fuch  ideas,  difpofing  them 
voluntarily  to  encounter  fuch  hardlhips  and  difficulties, 
dan  never  be  fubdued  by  any  power  on  earth,  with- 
out firft  conquering  their  exidence,  and  extiq)ating 
them  from  the  face  of  the  ground.  The  mod  ro- 
mantic noTions  of  military  glory  and  honour  will 
never  determine  a multitude  of  perfons,  freely  and 
voluntarily,  without  any  hope  of  prefent  advantage, 
to  encounter  fuch  great  immediate  hardihips  and  diffi- 
culties. The  famous  retreat  of  Xenophon  with  ten 
thoufand  Greeks,  which  is  famous  in  hifiory,  was  an 
effort  of  ncceffity,  which  is  the  parent  of  invention, 
and  the  long  and  dangerous  march  which  was  con- 
duffed  with  fo  much  wifdom  and  intrepidity  was  un- 
dertaken and  purfued  for  immediate  feif-prcfervaiion. 
But  the  march  of  Arnold  through  the  American  de- 
farts was  undertakeu  for  the  fake  of  the  general  caufc 
of  liberty,  as  they  believed,  and  with  a defign  to  pre- 
vent a power  which  they  thought  inimical  to  the 

■ rights  of  noankipd  from  enflaving  their  country. 
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Men  of  different  opinions  concerning  the  policy  of 
nations,  will  judge  differently  with  regard  to  this  ex- 
pedition; but  whether  they  determine  the  ends  of  it 
good  or  evil,  all  mud  allow,  that  it  was  a great  under- 
taking, and  condudted  with  much  intrepidity.  After 
the  fermentation  of  party  zeal  has  fubfiued,  and  men 
cooly  conllder  the  anions  of  others,  and  their  princi- 
ples, they  will  be  obliged  to  confefs  that  the  inarch  of 
Colonel  Arnold  and  his  troops  is  one  of  the  greateff 
exploits  recorded  in  the  annals  of  nations;  when 
the  way  in  which  they  marched,  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  the  feverity  of  the  climate,  and  the  many  other 
difadvantages  and  bardlhips  which  attended  them  are 
confidered.  They  werc  only  ncw  foldiers,  who  had 
but  lately  t^en  up  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  li- 
b^ieff,  and  had  never  been  accoftomed  to  the  hard- 
Ihips  of  war;  they  were  led  through  a wildemels,  un- 
explored by  human  eye,  where  there  was  no  paths, 
arid  througti  thickets  aimoll  impenetrable,  and  fwaihps 
next  to  inipoffiblei  They  had  no  poffilwlity  of  bbtdin- 
ing  any  more  provifions  than  they  carried  with' them, 
• till  tl icy  came  to  Canada,  • cither  by  force 'or  other- 
wife,  and  it  was  uncertain  when  they  fhohfd  arrive 
ihere.-  It  required  an  amazing  refolmion  'tb'  detef- 
•mine  men  to  engage  in  fnch  evident  and  unavoidable 
hardOiips  already  fotefeeh,  and;  prcfchtcd  to  their 
minds.  - ■■ 
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KING  JAMfiS  T’s  Letters  Patent  to  Sir  Thomas 
Gates,'  Sir  George  Somers,  and  others,  ——— 
for.  two  ^evpral  Colonies  and  Plantations,  'to  be 
maAe  vn  Virg.inia,  and  other  pans  and  territories 
^ of  Arncrica.  Dated  April  lo,  1666. 

; •.  f ■ ■ ' 

-h  ,T  by  the  grace^ of  God,  of  Eog- 

J land,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  liefender 
of  tlie  Fahh,  ^c.  Whereas  our  loving  and  well  dif- 
pofed  fubjefls.  Sir, Thomas  Gates,  and  Sir  George 
^Somers,  Knights,  Kichand  Hapklut,  Clerk,  Prebeq* 
dary  of  Weftminller,  aqd  Edward  Maria  Wingfield, 
Thoqias  H^nham,  and  Rele^h  Gilbert,  Efqrs.  Willi< 
am  Parker,  and  George  Fopham,  QeoUeipen,  and  di< 
yers  others  of  our  Ipring  fvhjei^s^  hay's  beep  !)upble 
fuitors  unto  n^,  that  we  yrodd  vouchfafe  unto  them 
. our.licence,  to  make  habitations,  plantations,  and  to 
deduce  a colony  of  fundry  of  our  people  into  that 
pan  of  America  commonly  called  Virginia,  and  other 
parts  and  territories  in  America,  either  appertaining 
unto  us,  or  which  are  not  now  a£>ually  poffefled  by 
any  Chriftian  prince  or  people,  fituate,  lying,  and 
being  all  along  the  fea  coafis,  between  four-and-thir- 
ty  degrees  of  northerly  latitude  from  the  equinoftial 
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line,  and  fiv«.and-forty  degrees  of  rhe  fame  laiitude, 

and  in  the  main  land  between  the  fame  four-and-thir. 

ty  and  five-and-forty  degrees,  andihe  lOands  there- 
unto adjacent,  or  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the 

‘ ‘'n  ^^And  at  thW  end,  and  for  the  more  fpeedy  ac- 
compUlhmeat  of  their  faid  intended  pUptanou  and 
habhacion,  they  are  ddirous  to  divide  themfelves 
iuto  feveral  colonies  and  companies ; tlic  one  con- 
fiam?  of  certain  knights,  geatlcmen, 
pthe^dventarers,  of  our  city  of  London  aaid  elf^ 
where,  which  are,  and  from  tune  to  tunc  M.  be, 
jpined  unto  them,  which  do  defire  to  begin  their  ha- 
bitation and  plantation  in  foine  fit  and  convenient 
place,  between  four-and-thirty  and  one  and-forty  de- 
crees of  the  faid  latitude,  along  the  coalts  ol  Virginia 
and  coafts  of  America  alortfaid;  and  the  other,  con- 
Cfting  of  fundry  knights,  gentlemen,  merchants,^ 
the  other  adventurers,  of  our  cities  of  Brillol  and  Ex- 
eter,  and  of  our  town  of  Plymouth,  and  of  other  places, 
Wich  do  join  themfelves  unto  that  colony,  wWch  do 
defire  to  begin  their-plantation  and  habitation  in  fomc 

fit  and  conyeniept  place,  between  eight- and -thirty  de- 
grees and  five-and  forty  degrees  of  the  faid  latitude,  all 
along  the  faid  coaft  of  Virginia  and  of  America,  at 

that  coaft  lieth.  • • , 

III.  We,  greatly  recommending,  and  graciouliy 

accepting  of^  their  defires  for  the  furtherance  of  fo 
noble  a w<»rk,  which  may,  by  the  providence  of  Al. 
mighty  God,  Itercafter  tend  to  the  glory  of  his  divine 
Majefty,  in  propagating  of  Ch'iltian  religion  to  lucU 
people  as  yet  live  ip  darknefs  and  miferablc  igno- 
rance of  the  true  knowledge  and  worftiip  of  God  } 
and  may  in  time  briPg  the  infidels  and  favages  living 
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in  thofe  parts,  to  human  civility,  and  to  a fettled  and 
quiet  government;  Do,  by  thefe  our  letters  patents, 
gracioufly  accept  of,  and  agree  to  their  humble  and 
well  intended  defires. 

IV.  And  do  therefore  grant  to  the  London  com-* 
pany  liberty  to  fettle  any  where  on  the  coaft  of  North 
America,  between  latitude  four-and-thirty  degrees 
and  latitude  one-and  fvuty  degrees,  and  of  the  fea- 
coaft  near  their  place  of  fettlement  to  the  diftance-  of 
fifty  miles  from  it,  each  way,  and  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  miles  into  the  main  land. 

‘ V.  And  we  do  alfo  grant  to  the  Plymouth  compa- 
ny liberty  to  fettle  any  where  on  the  coaft  of  North 
America,  betwen  latitude  eight- and-thirty  degrees 
and  latitude  five-and-forty  degrees,  and  of  the  fea- 
eoaft  near  their  place  of  fettlement  to  the  diftance  of 
fifty  miles  from  it,  each  way,  and  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  miles  into  the  main  land. 

VI.  Provided  that  the  fettlements  that  fiiall  be  laft 
made  (hall  be  no  more  than  one  hundred  miles  diftaot 
from  the  firft. 

VII.  And  we  alfo  ordain,  that  each  of  thefe  colo- 
nics (hall  be  governed  by  a council  of  thirteen  perfbns 
appointed  by  the  King. 

r Vlll.  And  there  (hall  alfo  be  a fuperior  council 
of  thirteen  perfoDs  redding  in  England,-  appointed  by 
the  King. 

IX.  And  moreover  we  do  grant  liberty  to  work 
all  mines  of  gold  and  diver  in  the  faid  colonies,  paying 
to  the  King  a fifth  part  of  the  gold  and  diver,  and  a 
fifteenth  of  the  copper. 

• X.  And  a power  is  hereby  given  to  eftablifh  coins 
for  thofe  colonies. 

' XI.  And  we  do  likcwife  give  full  power  gnd  au- 
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thoriiy  to  carry  out  the  King's  fubjcfts  to  fettle  the 
iaid  colonies. 

XII.  Moreover,  we  grant  power  and  licence,  to 
refill  and  expel  all  intruders  into  the  faid  colonies. 

XIII.  We  give  and  grant  power  to  raife  two  and 
a half  per  cent,  upon  all  goods  imported  thither  by 
the  King’s  fubjefts,  and  five  per  cent,  upon  thofe  im- 
ported by  ftrangers. 

XIV.  And  we  do  further  give  and  grant  liberty 
to  carry  goods  into  the  faid  colonies,  f^ora  the  King’s 
other  dominions,  free  from  cuflom  for  feven  years. 

XV.  Alfo  we  grant  a general  denization  of  all 
fuch  perfons  as  (hall  be  bom  in  thefe  colonies. 

XVI.  Moreover,  we  declare,  that  all  perfons, 
who,  under  pretence  of  trading  to  thefe  colonies,  (hall 
fend  goods  into  foreign  countries,'  (ball  forfeit  their 
(hips  and  goods. 

XVII.  Provifion  in  cafe  of  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  thofe  colonies  (hall  rob  or  injure  any  other  of  the 
King’s  fubjcfls,  or  the  fubjefts  of  any  prince  or  (late 
in  amity  with  England. 

XVIII.  And  finally,  we  promife  to  grant  the  lands 
that  (hall  be  occupied  by  the  firft  colony,  to  fuch  per- 
fons as  (hall  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  by  the 
council  of  that  colony. 

XIX.  And  do  in  like  manner,  grant  the  like  pro- 
mife  with  refpefl  to  the  lands  that  (hall  be  occupied 
by  the  fecond  colony. 

LUKIN. 

Per  breve  de  frivato  Sigillt. 


END  OF  VOLUME  FIRST. 
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